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ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE  VARIOUS 


BOARDS  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  MENDON, 

INCLUDING  REPORTS  OF  THE 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

AND 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 


FOR  THE 


Municipal  Year  Ending  March  4,  1889. 


MILFORD,  MASS.: 

G.  M.  BILLING 8,  PRINTER,  GAZETTE  OFFICE. 
1889. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


The  undersigned,  Treasurer  of  the  town  of  Mendon  for  the 
year  ending  March  4,  1889,  respectfully  submits  the  account  of 
his  doings. 


He  debits  himself  with  the  following  assets,  viz: — 

Amount  received  of 

Treasurer  for  1887, 

$1,152  61 

City  of  Boston,  pauper  account, 

24  00 

State  treasurer,  corporation  tax, 

15  54 

Edward  L.  Smith,  for  use  of  Town  Hall, 

71  25 

G.  B.  Williams,  for  use  of  telephone, 

22  45 

John  C.  Wood,  license  for  alley, 

2  00 

Austin  A.  Taft,  on  notes, 

1,850  00 

Austin  W ood,  auctioneer’s  license, 

2  00 

G.  B.  Williams,  for  circus  license, 

1  00 

Hr.  Russell,  for  rent  of  pond, 

50  00 

Town  of  Upton,  for  schooling, 

64  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  collector  of  taxes, 

6,421  07 

State  treasurer, 

1,196  92 

County  treasurer,  dog  fund, 

159  19 

S.  Warren  Cook,  auctioneer's  license, 

2  00 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  discount  on  bills, 

2  40 

Judge  Dewey,  P.  Moore,  fine, 

20  00 

State  treasurer,  school  fund, 

283  70 

Librarian,  for  catalogues, 

35 

Edward  Dixon,  three  items, 

16  02 

$11,356  50 

He  credits  himself  with  the  following  sums : — 

Paid 

One  hundred  and  fifty  town  orders, 

$7,164  17 

Julius  A.  George,  bond, 

1,000  00 

Julius  A.  George,  interest  on  bond, 

92  24 

Ellen  Quigley,  interest  on  bond, 

20  00 

Austin  A.  Taft,  notes, 

1,850  00 

Austin  A.  Taft,  interest  on  notes, 

33  44 

State  tax, 

742  50 

$10,902  35 

Cash  to  balance, 

454  15 

$11,356  50 

Bonds  now  outstanding, 

$1,500  00 

AUSTIN  A. 

TAFT,  Treasurer. 

Mendon,  Feb.  19,  1889. 


» 


SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  expenditures  of  the  town  for  the  municipal  year  ending 
March  4,  1889. 


INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 


G.  B.  Williams,  cash  paid  for  use  of  telephone,  $60  00 

E.  F.  Wood,  storage  of  fire  extinguisher  to  Dec.  12,  ’87,  7  00 

C.  A.  Barker,  “  “  to  May  12,  ’88,  5  00 

“  “  “  to  Nov.  12,  88,  6  00 

A.  M.  Seagrave,  damage  on  Uxbridge  road,  March  12,  11  50 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  lamp  for  library,  4  50 

Reuben  Hill,  killing  and  burying  dog,  1  00 

A.  G.  Chilson,  setting  glass,  Record  building,  1  50 

C.  A.  Dewey,  costs  of  fire  inquest,  S.  G.  Wilcox  buildings,  34  64 

C.  A.  Barker,  services  at  fire  of  “  “  2  00 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  stove,  pipe,  and  labor,  for  Record  room,  11  80 
L.  A.  Cook,  coal,  fire  extinguisher,  15  00 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  stove  for  fire  extinguisher,  10  55 

J.  C.  Wood,  cash  paid  for  wrench  and  whiffletree,  1  75 

Dr.  J.  Wilrnarth,  reporting  two  births,  50 

W.  A.  Gaskill,  services  and  cash  paid  in  looking  up  glan- 

dered  horse,  3  00 

Wm.  B.  Butman,  damage  on  Dam  Swamp  road,  450  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  services  July  4,  1888,  2  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  services  at  fire  inquest,  5  18 

E.  H.  Taft,  wood  for  Record  rooms,  5  50 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  wood  for  Record  rooms,  and  cash  paid,  6  50 

L.  Freeman,  burying  horse,  75 

David  Adams,  cash  paid  for  express  and  sundries,  3  75 

H.  O.  Adams,  sealing  and  repairing  hay  scales*  1  50 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  services  July  4,  1888,  2  00 

G.  B.  Williams,  cash  paid  for  sundries,  1  90 

.Austin  A.  Taft,  “  “  1  00 


$655  82 
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CAKE  AND  REPAIRS  OF  TOWN  IIALL  AND  SUN¬ 
DRIES. 


E.  L.  Smith,  care  of  hall  to  April  1,  1888, 

“  cash  paid  for  sundries, 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  hardware,  etc., 

I.  O.  Rhodes,  sundries, 

Weed  Brothers  &  Lent,  carpenter  work, 
Eldredge  &  Beatty,  paper, 

Avery  &  Woodbury,  paper, 

L.  L.  Wheelock,  mason  work, 

A.  G.  Chilson,  repairing  and  painting  settees, 
“  painting  tables, 

“  labor  and  paint  stock, 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  labor  and  cash  paid, 

Avery  &  Woodbury,  chairs, 

Reuben  Hill,  repairs  of  tables, 

L.  A.  Merritt?,  “ 

Field  Brothers,  lumber  for  tables, 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  stove,  pipe  and  labor, 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal, 


SERVICES  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS. 


C.  D.  Albro,  superintendent  of  schools,  1887-8,  balance, 
“  “  “  1888-9  in  part,  2 


bills, 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  lockup  keeper  to  April  1,  1888, 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  assessing  taxes  of  1888, 

James  Quigley,  “  “ 

W.  S.  Wilcox,  “  “ 

E.  L.  Smith,  services  as  constable  to  March  4,  1889, 
David  Adams,  services  as  town  clerk  and  registrar, 
Liberty  Freeman,  services  as  collector  for  1887, 

“  “  selectman,  1888-9, 


A.  W.  Gaskill, 

G.  B.  Williams, 

Austin  A.  Taft,  “  treasurer, 


'  PRINTING. 

G.  M.  Billings,  town  reports,  1888, 

Cook  &  Sons,  reward  notices  and  postal  cards, 
•  “  tax  collector’s  bills  and  receipts, 
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MILITARY  AIT)  UNDER  CHAP.  252,  ACTS  OF  1879. 


John  Oakford,  $43  27 

MILITARY  AID  PAID  PENSIONERS,  ETC.,  UNDER 
CHAP.  801,  ACTS  OF  1879. 

John  Curley,  72  00 

James  McKenna,  50  00 

Rufus  Hazard,  48  00 

Olive  E.  Pickering,  48  00 

Abel  G.  Weatherhead,  70  00 

Catharine  Foley,  32  00 

David  A.  Kingman,  48  00 

Waterman  Taft,  25  00 

George  W.  Scisco,  32  00 

Caleb  Y.  Smith,  8  00 


$433  00 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 


Paid  School  Committee,  9  orders,  $2,420  00 

REPAIRS  OF  ROADS. 

Paid  Road  Commissioners,  10  orders,  $1,337  53 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Paid  Overseers  of  Poor,  10  orders,  $1,100  00 

THE  TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Paid  Trustees,  3  orders,  $139  13 

RECAPITULATION. 

Incidentals,  $  655  82 

Town  Hall  repairs  and  supplies,  558  82 

Town  officers,  418  35 

State  aid,  Chap.  301,  433  00 

State  aid,  Chap.  252,  43  27 

Printing,  .  58  25 

Support  of  schools,  2,420  00 

Roads,  1,337  53 

Poor,  1,100  00 

Library,  139  13 


$7,164  17 


6 


The  Selectmen  also  report  that  the  liabilities  of  the  town 
known  to  them  are  as  follows:  — 

Due  on  bills  against  the  town,  estimated,  $  60  00 
Due  town  officers,  estimated,  100  00 

Due  school  teachers,  estimated,  174  00 

Due  on  town  bonds,  1,500  00 

- - -  $1,834  00 

The  available  assets,  so  far  as  known  are 

as  follows : — 

Due  from  collector,  list  of  1888,  $  86  28 

Due  from  State,  aid  to  soldiers,  etc.,  Chap. 

301,  to  Jan.  1,  1889,  416  00 

Due  from  State,  aid  to  soldiers,  etc.,  Chap. 

252,  to  Jan.  1,  1889,  15  63 

Due  from  Wm.  H.  Aldrich,  use  of  hay  scales,  26  19 
Cash  in  hands  of  treasurer,  454  15 

-  $998  25 

Net  indebtedness  of  town,  $835  75 

Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  B.  WILLIAMS,  >  Selectmen 
A.  W.  GASK1LL,  i-  of 
L.  FREEMAN,  )  Mendon. 

Mendon,  Feb.  19,  1889. 


TOWN  GRANTS,  1888. 

Schools,  $1,500  00 

School  books  and  supplies,  200  00 

Poor,  800  00 

Roads,  1,200  00 

Debt,  1,000  00 

Interest,  100  00 

Library,  150  00 

Incidentals,  800  00 

Hall  repairs,  800  00 

Guide-boards,  50  00 


$5,600  00 


COLLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


LIBERTY  FREEMAN,  COLLECTOR  FOR  1887. 

Dr. 

Balance  uncollected,  Feb.  18,  1888,  $78  02 

Interest  received,  12  34 

- $90  36 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  treasurer, 
Abatements, 


$84  82 
5  54 

- $90  36 


LIBERTY  FREEMAN,  COLLECTOR  FOR  1888. 

Dr. 


Taxes  committed  for  collection, 

$6,832 

31 

Additional  assessments, 

27 

59 

Interest  received, 

40 

52 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  treasurer, 

$6,336 

25 

Paid  county  tax, 

441 

00 

Abatements, 

36 

89 

Balance  uncollected,  Feb.  18,  1889, 

$86  28 


REPORT  OF  ROAD  COMMISSIONERS. 


The  undersigned  Road  Commissioners  respectfully  submit 
the  following  report  for  the  year  ending  March  4,  1889: — 

The  Commissioners  charge  themselves  with  the  following 
sums: — 

Cash  in  hands  of  Commissioners,  March  6,  1888,  $  3  84 

Cash  on  town  orders,  1,337  53 


$1,341  37 

They  credit  themselves  by  paying  the  following  bills : — 


E.  T.  Bates,  labor  and  cash  paid  out,  2  bills,  $263  40 

A.  E.  Brown,  “  “  2  bills,  316  18 

L.  P.  Cummings,  labor,  2  bills,  74  70* 

P.  A.  Wheeler,  “  2  bills,  75  45 

E.  E.  Gassett,  “  2  bills,  46  50 

J.  Broughey,  “  7  95 

P.  Moris  s,  “  2  40 

S.  H.  Taft,  labor  and  cash  paid  out,  17  04 

S.  B.  Taft,  labor,  2  bills,  101  32 

H.  M.  Gold th wait,  2  bills,  42  90 

F.  H.  Wood,  labor  and  cash  paid  out,  2  bills,  115  40 

R.  Hazard,  labor,  2  bills,  18  52 

P.  Mares,  “  2  bills,  18  14 

F.  Gunn,  “  6  90 

A.  South  wick,  labor,  4  61 

S.  Gunn,  “  2  85 

N.  Warner,  “  2  70 

C.  A.  Holt,  “  2  40 

S.  E.  Everton,  “  75 

Cash  paid  S.  B.  Taft,  for  plank,  11  42 

Snow  bills,  158  99 

Cash  paid  for  repairs  of  guide  boards,  57  05 


$1,347  57 

Due  Commissioners,  $6  20 

SAMUEL  H.  TAFT,  )  Road  Commissioners 
ALONZO  E.  BROWN,  V  of 

ELLAS  T.  BATES,  )  Mendon. 


REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  4,  1889: — 

John  W.  Barry,  Mary  Kirby,  Mary  C.  Taft,  Edna  Allen, 
Janie  Briggs,  Jennie  Davenport,  Francis  R.  Scisco,  the  children 
of  Peter  E.  Moore,  Cora  M.  Gould  and  six  children,  George  H. 
Wood,  Geneva  Martin  (having  a  settlement  in  Mendon),  Cather¬ 
ine  P.  Fostream  and  three  children  (having  a  settlement  in  Bos¬ 
ton),  Joseph  H.  Wood  and  wife  (belonging  to  Uxbridge),  Jesse 
Conan l  and  wife  (to  Blackstone),  and  the  child  of  Thomas  Wha¬ 
len  (settlement  undecided),  have  been  wholly  or  partially  sup¬ 
ported. 

The  Overseers  charge  themselves  with  the  receipt  of  the 


following  named  funds  belonging  to  the  town  : — 

Balance  from  last  year,  $  91 

Ten  town  orders,  1,100  00 

City  of  Boston,  107  05 

Town  of  Uxbridge,  31  00 

Town  of  Blackstone,  5  00 

- $1,243  96 

The  Overseers  credit  themselves  with  pay¬ 
ing  the  following  amounts  : — 

FOR  SUPPORT  OF 

John  W.  Barry,  $169  92 

Mary  Kirby,  139  80 

Mary  C.  Taft,  84  00 

Edna  Allen,  103  00 

Janie  Briggs,  104  53 

Jennie  Davenport,  81  00 

Francis  R.  Scisco,  32  50 

Peter  E.  Moore’s  three  children,  128  47 

Cora  M.  Gould  and  family,  112  00 

George  H.  Wood,  42  00 

Geneva  Martin,  10  00 

Catherine  P.  Fostream  and  family,  123  05 

Joseph  H.  Wood  and  wife,  26  00 

Jesse  Con  ant  and  wife,  5  00 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  care  of  98  tramps,  at  15  cts.,  14  70 

“  straw  for  tramp  house,  1  00 

Lewis  E.  Wood,  wood  for  tramp  house,  2  50 

L.  Freeman,  postage  stamps,  1  18 
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L.  Freeman,  services  as  Overseer  of  Poor, 
Gilbert  Gaskill,  “  “ 

Edward  Dixon,  “  “ 


33  00 
6  00 
6  00 


$1,225  65 


Balance  in  hands  of  Overseers,  $18  31 

From  the  whole  amount  paid  for  support  of  poor,  $1,225  65 

Deduct  what  was  due  for  the  support  of  the 

paupers  to  March  5,  1888,  $42  03 

Amount  received  from  District  Court  at 

Milford,  in  Peter  E.  Moore’s  case,  20  00 

Amount  paid  out  for  Uxbridge,  26  00 

“  “  Blackstone,  5  00 

“  “  Boston,  123  05 

-  $216  08 


Add  what  will  be  due  for  support  of  paupers 
to  March  4,  1889, 


$1,009  57 
$90  38 


Cost  of  supporting  the  poor  for  the  year 
ending  March  4,  1889, 

Respectfully  submitted, 


$1,099  95 


LIBERTY  FREEMAN,  )  Overseers 
GILBERT  GASKILL,  L  of 
EDWARD  DIXON,  )  Poor. 
Men  don,  Feb.  18,  1889. 


AUDITOR’S  REPORT, 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Selectmen,  Treasurer, 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Road  Commissioners,  School  Committee, 
and  Collector  of  Taxes,  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  and  that  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Taft  Public  Library,  for  the  past  municipal 
year,  and  find  them  correctly  kept,  and  with  proper  vouchers. 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE,  Auditor. 


Mendon,  Feb.  22,  1889. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  CLERK. 


TOWN  OF  MENDON  TO  DAVID  ADAMS,  DR. 


To  express  paid  on  Mass.  Reports  and  other  public 
documents  during  the  year, 

To  postage  paid  on  elections,  registration  and  other 
returns  during  the  year, 

To  cash  for  stationery, 

To  services  as  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Registrars, 

“  state  election  and  Clerk’s  meeting, 

(two  days), 

To  recording,  indexing  and  returning  16  births, 

“  “  ,  “  7  marriages, 

“  “  “  12  deaths, 


$3  10 

40 

25 

-  $3  75 

$4  00 

4  00 
8  00 

1  05 

2  40 

- $19  45 


Received  for  dog  licenses  during  1888: — 
Male  dogs,  93, 

Female  dogs,  7, 

Less  Clerk’s  fees, 


$23- 20 

$186  00 
35  00 

- -  $221  00 

20  00 


Balance  paid  County  Treasurer, 


$201  00 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1888. 


BATE.  NAME  OF  CHILD. 

1887,  Rosa  Elizabeth  Snow, 

1888,  Mabel  Dudley  Snow, 

“  Eugene  Elliot  Barrows, 

“  Roy  Alfred  Barrows, 

“  Mary  Rose  Beaudry, 

“  Alice  Byrne, 

“  Hazel  Stewart  Whitney, 

“  Alice  Freeman, 

“  Mary  Wilefred  Harrington, 
“  Walter  Francis  Beal, 

“  Nancy  Amanda  Taft, 

“  Flossie  Martin, 

“  Tenie  Gaskill, 

“  Amos  Barker, 

“  Peter  Marshal  Bates, 

“  Robert  Best, 


June 

25, 

July 

16, 

Jan. 

16, 

30, 

Feb. 

28, 

Mar. 

1, 

26, 

April 

2, 

July 

16, 

Aug. 

2> 

20, 

31, 

Sept. 

2, 

22, 

Oct. 

8, 

Nov. 

8, 

NAME  OF  PAllENTS. 

Irwin  A.  and  Charlotte  A.  Snow. 
Irwin  A.  and  Charlotte  A.  Snow. 
Frank  E.  and  Ellen  E.  Barrows. 
Alfred  I.  and  Lizzie  A.  Barrows. 
James  and  Emeline  Beaudry. 
John  and  Alice  Byrne. 

Arthur  N.  and  Ada  L.  Whitney. 
Alanson  and  Eldora  Freeman. 
Michael  and  Mary  J.  Harrington. 
Rufus  G.  and  Emma  Beal. 
Leonard  E.  and  Susan  M.  Taft. 
Ruel  K.  and  Ella  Martin. 

Jesse  and  Hannorah  Gaskill. 
Cyrus  A.  and  Mary  W.  Barker. 
Erwin  A.  and  Jennie  Bates, 
uames  R.  and  Ellen  Best. 
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DATE. 

Feb.  4,  1888, 
Feb.  22,  “ 

Mar.  17,  “ 

May  15,  “ 

July  15,  “ 
Sept.  27,  “ 
Nov.  27,  “ 


DATE. 


Jan  10,  1888, 
Feb.  11,  “ 

22,  “ 

Mar.  12,  “ 

May  2,  “ 

7,  “ 
June  5,  “ 

Sept.  18,  “ 
24,  “ 

Oct.  19,  “ 

Nov.  7,  “ 
Dec.  8,  “ 


AREIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1888. 


NAME  OF  GROOM  AND  BRIDE.  RESIDENCE, 


George  L.  Taft, 

Annie  Woodward, 

Charles  Austin  Wilbur, 

Abbie  Louisa  Staples, 

George  Scriven, 

Margaret  Ann  Coombs, 

Samuel  Gammell, 

Mary  Anderson, 

Silas  Armsby  Dudley, 

Ella  F.  Prentice, 

Ellis  W.  Thayer, 

Mary  E  Taft, 

Roswell  Henry  Tucker, 

Mary  Moore  Hastings  Cunnabell, 


Mendon. 

Hubbardston. 

Hopedale. 

Mendon. 

Mendon. 

Lawrence. 

Mendon. 

Pontiac,  R.  I. 

Mqndon. 

Milford. 

Blackstone. 

Mendon. 

Narragansett  Pier,  R,  L 
Mendon. 


DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1888. 


NAME  OF  DECEASED. 

AGE. 

RESIDENCE, 

Yrs. 

Mos. 

Days. 

Martha  W.  Taft, 

90 

3 

25 

Mendon, 

Amy  Jane  Jennison, 

47 

11 

2 

tt 

Elkanah  Snow, 

73 

10 

tt 

Laban  Bates, 

21 

11 

19 

it 

Celicia  Penniman, 

76 

6 

it* 

Alice  Esty, 

75 

8 

it 

Edith  L.  Colburn, 

5 

a 

Edwin  T.  Weatherhead, 

30 

11 

24 

n- 

Amos  Barker, 

2 

n 

Joanna  W.  Taft, 

56 

9 

13 

it 

Willie  C.  Eldridge, 

21 

6 

16 

tt 

Stillborn, 

it 

DAVID  ADAMS,  Town  Clerk, 


Mendon,  February  18,  1889. 


TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF 
THE  TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

It  is  a  source  of  gratification  to  the  Trustees  to  report  that, 
.notwithstanding  a  decrease  in  the  population  of  the  town  during 
the  past  year,  the  circulation  of  the  books  of  the  Library  has  in¬ 
creased  in  that  time;  and  it  is  especially  gratifying  that  the 
teachers  in  our  schools  and  the  scholars  of  the  High  school  have 
made  more  use  of  the  Library  than  formerly.  It  may  not  be  gen¬ 
erally  known  to  the  citizens,  but  greater  privileges  in  the  use  of 
books  are,  under  certain  restrictions,  allowed  to  teachers  in  our 
schools,  who  wish  for  books  for  use  in  connection  with  school 
work,  than  to  other  citizens,  and  the  Trustees  hope  that  ill  teach¬ 
ers  in  town  will  avail  themselves  of  these  privileges.  Tne  Board 
is  disposed  to  grant  any  reasonable  use  of  the  books  for  educa¬ 
tional  work,  for  while  all  will  gain  pleasure  and  profit  from  the 
use  of  the  Library,  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  its  greatest  useful¬ 
ness  from  the  sources  of  information  which  the  books  on  its 
shelves  will  furnish  in  addition  to  the  text-books  and  teaching  of 
our  schools. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  Librarian’s  report,  the  number  of 
books  has  nearly  doubled  since  the  Library  was  first  opened:  for 
the  last  two  years  we  have  been  cramped  for  shelf-room,  and  the 
time  seems  to  have  arrived  when  it  is  imperative  that  more  room 
for  the  books  be  furnished.  If  an  arrangement  could  be  made  to 
give  the  whole  of  the  Record  building  to  the  use  of  the  Library, 
it  would,  with  a  small  outlay  to  fit  it  for  the  purpose,  furnish  all 
the  room  the  Library  would  probably  require  for  the  next  15 
years. 

The  increased  number  of  books  almost  compels  us  to  re-cata¬ 
logue  them,  which  should  be  done  in  a  broader  way  than  in  the 
present  catalogue,  in  two  lines  at  least;  by  authors  and  by  titles, 
as  is  done  in  most  other  Libraries. 

The  books  were  examined  February  b,  current,  and  found  all 
accounted  for  and  in  satisfactory  condition.  The  Library  was  re¬ 
opened  February  9. 

The  Trustees  extend  the  thanks  of  the  citizens  to  all  .who 
have  donated  books,  magazines,  or  pamphlets  to  the  Library  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  year,  and  to  the  Librarian  for  the  faithful  and  satis¬ 
factory  discharge  of  her  duties  for  that  time. 

The  Trustees  recommend  an  appropriation  of  two  hundred 
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and  twenty-five  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  Library  the  ensuing 
year. 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

GUSTAVUS  B.  WILLIAMS, 

Trustees  Taft  Public  Library. 

LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library: — 

The  eighth  annual  report  of  the  state  of  the  Library  is  here¬ 
by  respectfully  submitted  for  your  consideration. 

The  Library  opened  for  the  delivery  of  books  Feb.  11,  1888. 
The  circulation  for  the  year  was  4,226 — 28  more  than  last  year. 
The  Library  now  contains  2,591  volumes,  of  which  99  have  been 
added  the  past  year.  Of  the  latter,  78  were  purchased  and  21  do¬ 
nated.  The  books  donated  came  from  the  following  sources: 
Hon.  Henry  B.  Pierce,  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  7 ;  Rev. 
Chas.  J.  Staples,  7;  Hon.  Daniel  B.  Pond,  2;  Wm.  J.  Murphy, 
Esq.,  2;  Department  of  Interior,  2;  E.  A.  Moseley,  1.  Harper’s 
Magazine  for  1886-87  and  American  Agriculturist  for  two  years 
were  given  by  J.  A.  George,  and  have  since  been  bound  in  six 
volumes.  Several  pamphlets  were  also  received. 

The  circulation  was  as  follows:  Agriculture,  53;  Biography, 
92;  History,  253;  Travel,  202;  Educational,  61;  Poetry,  57;  Mis¬ 
cellaneous,  123;  Novels,  3,082;  Periodicals,  303. 

Largest  weekly  circulation,  106;  smallest  weekly  circulation, 
60;  average  weekly  circulation,  83. 

Received  from  fines  and  cards  $10.34.  More  use  has  been 
made  of  the  Library  this  year  by  members  of  the  High  school 
than  in  former  years.  According  to  the  seventh  rule,  all  books 
were  returned  for  the  annual  examination  on  the  first  Saturday 
of  February. 

MARY  E.  DUDLEY, 

Librarian. 

Mendon,  February  6,  1889. 

TREASURER’S  REPORT. 

Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public 
Library,  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  6,  1889: — 


Dr. 

To  balance  from  old  account,  $  4  70 

Cash  received  on  three  orders  of  Selectmen,  139  13 

“  on  books  returned  to  Clarke  &  Carruth,  1  75 

“  Mary  E.  Dudley,  for  cards,  fines,  etc.,  10  34 


$155  92 


Or. 


Cash  paid  Clarke  &  Carruth,  books, 

W  68 

u 

Adams,  Putnam  &  Co.,  books, 

6  50 

u 

G.  B.  Williams,  books, 

9  15 

u 

G.  M.  Billings,  printing, 

6  00 

a 

J.  S.  Wesby  &  Sons,  binding, 

10  25 

(( 

Mary  E.  Dudley,  expressage,  etc., 

4  34 

u 

Mary  E.  Dudley,  services  as  Librarian, 

50  00 

$155  92 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS,  Treasurer. 

Mendon,  Feb.  lb,  1889. 

Examined,  found  correct,  and  with  proper  vouchers. 

G.  13.  WILLIAMS,  for  Auditors. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


AND 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  MENDON, 


FOK  THE 


SCHOOL  YEAR.  1888-9. 


MILFORD,  MASS.: 

G.  M.  BILLINGS,  PRINTER,  GAZETTE  OFFICE. 

1889. 


Names  and  Residences  of  Teachers 


Employed  in  the  Public  Schools 
ending  March  1,  1889  : — 

Mr.  Wen  del  Williams, 

Mr.  James  Nichols, 

Miss  Louise  M.  Goodrich, 
Miss  Cora  E.  Gaskill, 

Miss  H.  Josie  Davis, 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Barrows, 

Miss  Annie  W.  Gaskill, 
Miss  Mariette  A.  Hamant, 
Miss  Mary  L.  Aldrich, 

Miss  Ada  C.  Taft, 

Miss  Mary  E.  Dudley, 


of  Mendon  for  the  School  Year 

Mendon. 

Blackstone. 
Stockbridge. 

Mendon. 

Blackstone. 

Mendon. 

Mendon. 

Medfield. 

Mendon. 

Mendon. 

Mendon. 


LIST  OF  TEXT-BOOKS  IN  USE. 

Arithmetic — White’s.  Algebra — Greenleaf’s.  Civil  Gov¬ 
ernment — Townsend’s.  Drawing — Eclectic.  Dictionary — Web¬ 
ster’s,  Worcester’s.  English  Literature — Swinton’s.  Geography 
— Harper’s.  Grammar — IJarvey’s.  Geometry — Wentworth’s. 
History — Stone’s,  Scott’s.  Latin — Harkness’s.  Physics — Nor¬ 
ton’s.  Physical  Geography — Warren’s.  Physiology — Brown’s, 
Barnes’s,  Eclectic.  Penmanship — Eclectic.  Rhetoric — Kellogg’s. 
Reader — Franklin.  Speller — Eclectic. 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  : — 

The  following  report  of  the  school  committee  is  respectfully 
submitted  :  The  committee  held  their  first  meeting  March  31, 
1888,  and  organized  by  the  choice  of  Frank  H.  Wood,  chairman, 
and  Edward  Dixon,  secretary  and  treasurer.  To  Mr.  Wood  was 
given  the  cai;e  of  the  West  and  Albeeville  schools;  J’.  G.  Bar- 
rows,  the  South  school ;  Frederick  Bates,  the  East  school  ;  Ed¬ 
ward  Dixon,  the  North  and  the  Centre  schools.  The  North 
schoolhouse  has  been  painted  inside  and  out  and  a  few  needed 
repairs  made.  The  old  stove  and  stove-pipe  being  in  an  unsafe 
condition  to  use,  a  new  coal  stove  and  new  stove-pipe  were 
bought.  The  total  expense  was  about  $100.  At  the  Centre  the 
ceilings  of  both  rooms  were  painted,  and  the  desks  varnished.  A 
new  coal  stove  was  put  into  each  room.  The  total  expense  here 
was  about  $100.  For  the  East  school  a  new  out-building  has 
been  built, — a  much  needed  improvement. 

Edward  Dixon  was  appointed  school-book  agent.  The  cost 
of  text-books  and  supplies  for  the  year  is  $139.26.  An  appropri¬ 
ation  of  $150  for  the  year  ensuing  will  be  sufficient. 

Dr.  C.  D.  Albro  was  elected  superintendent  of  schools  at  a 
salary  of  $75.  This  sum  is  not  enough  for  the  position.  No 
man  can  afford  to  superintend  our  schools  for  that  money  unless 
his  strong  interest  for  their  welfare  is  reckoned  as  his  chief  re¬ 
compense.  And  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that  if  the  town  insists 
upon  the  school  committee  electing  a  superintendent,  it  will  pro¬ 
vide  a  larger  salary. 

The  school  year  has  been  thirty  weeks.  This  seems  short 
enough,  but  as  tire  tendency  of  teachers’  wages  is  upward,  the 
appropriation  for  schools  should  be  increased,  or  else  the  school 
year  must  be  shortened  to  twenty-eight,  or  possibly  twenty-six 
weeks.  We  have  been  enabled  to  continue  the  schools  for  thirty 
weeks  only  because  of  the  increased  amounts  received  this  year 
from  the  state  school-fund  and  the  dog  tax,  added  to  the  sixty- 
four  dollars  received  from  Upton.  If  the  town  wishes  for  thirty 
weeks  schooling,  the  appropriation  for  schools  should  be  increased 
to  sixteen  hundred  dollars.  There  has  been  no  school  in  the 
West  district  this  year.  The  scholars  were  transported  to  Al¬ 
beeville  at  a  cost  of  $140  for  the  year.  Edward  H.  Taft,  Gilbert 
Gaskili,  J.  G.  Barrows  and  Henry  G.  Bates  were  appointed  tru¬ 
ant  officers  for  the  year.  No  report  has  been  received  from  any 
of  them,  so  it  is  assumed  their  services  have  not  been  required. 

As  usual,  the  committee  were  obliged  to  engage  a  new 
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teacher  for  the  High  school,  the  former  principal,  Mr.  Hill  Wil¬ 
liams,  having  engaged  in  another  business,  so  his  services  could 
not  be  secured.  The  committee  consider  themselves  again  fortu¬ 
nate  in  having  secured  the  services  of  Mr.  Wendel  Williams,  a 
graduate  of  Dartmouth  college.  Much  to  the  regret  of  the  coin- 
mittee,  Mr.  Nichols,  at  the  end  of  the  spring  term,  resigned  his 
position  of  principal  of  the  Grammar  school,  to  accept  a  more 
lucrative  engagement  nearer  home.  Miss  Goodrich  of  Stockbridge,. 
Mass.,  a  graduate  of  Westfield  Normal  school,  was  engaged  for 
the  position.  Miss  Annie  W.  Gaskill,  Miss  Mary  L.  Aldrich  and 
Miss  Josie  Davis  resigned  at  the  end  of  the  spring  term,  and 
their  places  were  filled  by  Miss  Marietta  Haraant  of  Medfield,. 
Mass.,  Miss  Ada  C.  Taft,  and  Mrs.  Barrows. 

During  most  of  the  High  school  year  Miss  Goodrich  assisted 
Mr.  Williams  one  hour  a  day.  To  continue  this  work  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  year  your  committee  engaged  Miss  Annie  Gaskill. 
The  assistance  has  seemed  almost  imperative,  because  the  number 
of  classes  in  our  High  school  is  too  large  for  one  teacher  to  in¬ 
struct  to  good  advantage.  The  one-session  plan  which  worked 
admirably  last  year  is  used  again  this  year  with  like  good  results. 

Mr.  Edward  Dixon  having  declined  to  serve  as  treasurer  of 
the  committee  again  unless  paid  something  for  his  services,  they 
voted  to  pay  him  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  to  do  the  business.  The 
following  is  the  financial  account  for  the  year  : — 

Dr. 


To  nine  town  ordeis, 

Cash  in  Home  National  Bank, 


$2,420  00 
112  3b 


Cr. 

Hill  Williams  (old  bill), 

Josie  Davis,  “ 

Eva  Rich,  “ 


Wendel  Williams, 

James  Nichols, 

Louise  M.  Goodrich, 

Mary  E.  Dudley, 

Mary  L.  Aldrich, 

Ada  C.  Taft, 

Josie  Davis, 

Mary  A.  Barrows, 

*Cora  E.  Gaskill, 

Aunie  W.  Gaskill, 

Marietta  Ham  ant, 

Liberty  Freeman,  for  carrying  scholars, 
Edward  L.  Southwick,  for  carrying  scholars, 


$120 

00 

36 

00 

24 

00 

$270 

00 

95 

00 

160 

00 

213 

50 

70 

00 

140 

00 

60 

00 

70 

00 

210 

00 

80 

00 

140 

00 

40 

00 

100 

00 

$2,532  3b; 


$180  00* 


$1,048  50 


5 


W.  W.  Nelson,  fuel,  care  of  room  and  cash 


paid  (old  bill),  $8  00 

W.  E.  Dixon,  care  of  fires  (old  bill),  2  50 


W.  W.  Nelson, fuel,  cash  paid  and  care  of  room,  $26  25 

Austin  A.  Taft,  three  cords  wood,  12  88 

A.  T.  Dixon,  sawing  three  cords  wood,  4  50 

Ann  Quigley,  cleaning  schoolhouse  (No.  2),  3  00 

W.  E.  Dixon,  care  of  rooms  and  fire,  8  00 

Field  Bros.,  coal,  37  50 

J.  G.  Barrows,  fuel,  9  25 

Frederick  Bates,  fuel  and  care  of  fire,  16  72 

Frank  H.  Wood,  fuel,  10  37 

Marietta  Hamarit,  care  of  fire,  3  00 

Mary  A.  Barrows,  “  2  00 

Mary  L.  Aldrich,  “  1  00 


<George  S.  Perry,  Arithmetical  chart,  $6  75 

Van  Antwerp,  Bragg  &  Co.,  two  wall  maps,  5  00 
“  “  “  Physiological  chart,  5  00 

Boston  School  Supply  Co.,  reading  chart,  5  00 


INCIDENTALS. 

H.  A.  Aldrich,  postage,  $  3  00 

W.  W.  Nelson,  repairs,  supplies  and  cash  paid,  7  64 

E.  L.  Smith,  repairs  and  supjilies,  5  10 

F.  Bates,  repairs  and  supplies,  •  24  23 

J.  G.  Barrows,  repairs  and  supplies,  2  94 

H.  W.  Brown,  repairs,  1  50 

John  Barry,  repairs,  73 

E.  L.  Smith,  use  of  well  (2  years),  14  00 

Charles  H.  Albee,  use  of  well  (2  years),  6  00 

Bufford  Sons,  diplomas  for  High  school,  8  00 

George  S.  Perry,  supplies,  18  91 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies,  34  49 

Boston  School  Supply  Co.,  supplies,  6  43 

Avery  &  Woodbury,  supplies,  2  55 

I.  O.  Rhodes,  supplies,  2  35 

W.  E.  Dixon,  labor,  3  50 

A.  G.  Chilson,  labor  (No.  2),  16  00 

A.  G.  Chilson,  labor  (No.  1),  54  49 

C.  II.  Allen,  labor,  4  00 

E.  Dixon,  cash  paid,  1  75 

A.  P.  Scribner,  express,  8  70 

E.  Dixon,  school  book  agent,  30  00 

E.  Dixon,  fare  to  Boston  (twice),  4  00 

W.  E.  Dixon,  census,  1  50 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  3  stoves,  108  00 


$10  50 


$134  47 


$21  75 


$369  81 


6 


Text-books  and  supplies  purchased, 
Cash  paid  town  treasurer, 


#162  31 
5  02 

-  $167  3S 


RECAPITULATION. 


Teachers’  wages, 

Fuel  and  care  of  fires, 
Apparatus  from  school  fund, 
Incidentals, 

Text-books  and  supplies, 
Amount  paid  town  treasurer, 


$1,828  50 
144  97 
21  75 
369  81 
162  31 
5  02 


$2,532  36 


EDWARD  DIXON,  Treasurer. 


SCHOOL  BOOK  AGENT’S  REPORT. 

To  the  School  Committee  of  Mendon: — 

Gentlemen:  The  following  is  the  school  book  account  for  the 
year:— 


Dr. 


To  books  and  supplies  purchased  from 

the  followin: 

Geo.  S.  Perry,  supplies, 

$27  74  ' 

D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  books, 

19  34 

Harrison  Hume,  “ 

2  10 

Harper  Bros.,  “ 

47  52 

Warren  P.  Adams,  “ 

10  01 

William  Ware  &  Co.,  “ 

6  67 

Ginn  &  Co.,  “ 

2  50 

A.  S.  Barnes  &  Co.,  “ 

3  50 

Van  Antwerp,  Bragg  &  Co.,  books  and  supplies,  24  37 

Boston  School  Supply  Co.,  supplies, 

18  56 

$162  31 

To  books  and  supplies  on  hand, 

5  26 

Cr. 

By  books  and  supplies  furnished  : — 

High  school, 

$40  43 

Grammar  school, 

21  32 

Primary  school, 

26  48 

North  school, 

20  12 

South  school, 

•  10  54 

East  school, 

12  75 

Albeeville  school, 

11  62 

Books  and  supplies  on  hand, 

24  31 

$167  5T 


BOOKS  AND  SUPPLIES 

ON  HAND. 

9  doz.  Harper’s  spelling  blanks, 

$  36 

$3  24 

11  “  “  copy  books, 

81 

8  91 

1  “  “  primary  books, 

60 

60 

5  “  Eclectic  drawing  books, 

1  00 

5  00 

4  u  u  u  « 

1  46 

5  84 

4  bottles  Perry’s  ink, 

18 

72 

EDWARD  DIXON,  Agent. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


RESOURCES. 


Town  appropriation,  $1,500  00 

Income  from  state  schpol  fund,  283  70 

Income  from  dog  tax,  150  19 

Received  from  out-of-town  scholars,  64  00 

Balance  in  treasury,  last  report,  3  09 

- $2,009  98 


$1,793  47 
174  00 
21  75 
20  76 

- $2,009  98 

FRANK  H.  WOOD, 

EDWARD  DIXON, 
FREDERICK  BATES, 

J.  G.  BARROWS, 

School  Committee. 


EXPENDED. 

Teachers’  wages,  fuel  and  care  of  rooms, 
Teachers’  wages  unpaid, 

Apparatus  from  state  school  fund, 
Balance  in  treasury, 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 
OF  SCHOOES. 


Your  Superintendent  begs  leave  to  submit  Ills  second  annual 
report  of  the  public  schools  to  the  citizens  of  Mendon: — 

The  schools  were  in  a  condition  at  the  beginning  of  this  year 
to  accomplish  more  and  do  better  work  than  they  were  able  to  do 
the  previous  year.  One  thing  which  is  so  detrimental  to  the 
steady  progress  of  our  schools,  namely,  the  too  frequent  change 
of  teachers,  was  necessary  in  only  two  instances  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  hence  making  but  little  break  in  the  continued  work 
of  the  schools.  Tn  one  case  the  teacher  decided  not  to  teach  ;  in 
the  other  it  was  thought  that  it  might  be  well  to  make  a  change 
in  teachers. 

The  West  school  has  been  closed  during  the  year,  and  the 
scholars  transported  to  the  Albeeville  school,  with  a  little  less 
than  two-thirds  the  expense  which  would  have  been  required  to 
have  maintained  a  school  there,  and  with  much  better  results,  it 
being  a  stimulus  to  the  pupils  for  greater  effort  to  and  more 
energy  in  their  work,  and  a  greater  degree  of  encouragement  to 
the  teacher  in  her  work. 

The  resignation  of  several  teachers  at  the  close  of  the  spring 
term  caused  quite  a  change  in  the  fall  arrangement,  but  these 
changes,  fortunately,  in  the  majority  ot‘  cases,  caused  but  little 
break  in  the  school  work,  so  that  in  most  of  the  schools,  there 
has  been  quite  steady  progress  throughout  the  year. 

In  most  of  the  schools,  the  copy-books  have  been  very  neatly 
kept,  and  many  cases  of  marked  improvement  have  been  noted. 
In  two  or  three  schools  letter- writing  has  been  encouraged,  and 
practised  to  some  extent,  which  has  developed  better  ideas  of 
composition — a  practice  which  would  be  of  advantage  in  every 
school.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  many  boys  and  girls  leave 
our  common  schools,  who  have  not  the  faintest  idea  of  good  let¬ 
ter-writing  and  correct  composition.  Who  is  at  fault  in  this 
matter?  W e  dare  not  say.  But  we  often  think  that  if  our 
teachers  would — (we  were  about  to  say  throw  away  the  grammar 
text-book,  but  we  will  say  do  away  with  it)  bring  it  into 
gradual  disuse,  at  least  as  far  as  a  rigid  following  of  its  text 
is  concerned,  and  adopt  the  teaching  of  letter-writing  as  a 
branch,  and  largely  as  a  substitute,  and  which  is  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  writing,  reading,  spelling,  punctuation,  composition, 
and  what  we  generally  term  grammar,  (but  which  we  think 
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would  be  better  termed  language-work  and  language-construc¬ 
tion,  or  language-building.)  and  make  themselves  a  text-book  for 
the  children  to  follow  and  study,  they  would  accomplish  a  better 
and  more  thorough  work,  in  all. these  combined  branches.  There 
would  be  a  system  here,  which  we  think  our  teachers  would  not 
have  to  labor  so  hard  to  follow,  as  many  of  them  now  do  to  fol¬ 
low  the  text-books.  And  we  are  quite  confident  that  we  should 
send  forth  better  writers,  better  readers,  and  better  spellers,  and 
we  verily  believe  more  and  much  better  grammarians  than  we  are 
now  doing  from  the  majority  of  our  public  schools. 

Reading  has  received  more  attention  as  a  general  thing,  and 
we  are  glad  to  see  that  some  of  our  teachers,  at  least,  have  been 
teaching  reading,  and  as  a  result,  in  some  cases  we  have  noticed 
quite  a  marked  improvement  in  this  direction.  There  is  one  mis¬ 
take  which  too  often  occurs,  which  very  much  hinders  good 
progress  in  7'eading,  which  cripples  the  teacher’s  efforts,  and 
which  should  be  remedied;  and  that  is  that  the  child  is  so  often 
reading,  or  trying  to  read,  from  a  book  which  is  beyond  his  years, 
and  very  far  beyond  his  comprehension  and  ability  to  cope, 
either  with  the  words  or  the  subject  therein  contained.  This 
fault  does  not  rest  with  the  child  alone,  always ;  for  while  the 
boy  or  girl  is  often  very  anxious  to  get  into  a  higher  reader, 
parents  are  sometimes  quite  desirous  of  the  same  thing,  regard¬ 
less  of  their  child’s  ability;  and  even  teachers  have  been  known 
to  evince  not  a  little  pride  and  undue  haste  in  advancing  their 
pupils  to  a  higher  reader,  without  counting  the  cost  of  such  a 
change;  and  those  who  have  listened  to  the  reading  of  such,  have 
not  dared  to  attempt  to  tell  how  badly  the  king’s  English  was 
murdered. 

We  are  gratified  to  see  that  the  calling  of  the  attention  of 
the  teachers  to  the  morals  of  the  children  about  the  school  prem¬ 
ises  during  intermission,  has  not  been  altogether  in  vain.  Teach¬ 
ers  have  responded  very  readily  to  this  request,  and  there  has 
been  quite  an  improvement  in  this  matter.  Teachers  can  not 
have  too  careful  oversight  of  their  pupils  during  the  intermission. 

While  the  much  desired  change  for  the  High  school  has  not 
been  effected,  repairs  and  changes  have  been  made  which  have 
much  improved  the  appearance,  condition  and  surroundings  of 
the  room  in  which  the  school  meets.  Another  stove  has  been 
provided,  making  it  now  very  comfortable.  Repairs  have  also 
been  made  in  tin*  lower  part  of  the  building,  and  new  stoves  fur¬ 
nished  for  each  of  the  lower  rooms,  thereby  making  them  much 
more  comfortable.  If  some  better  means  of  ventilation,  which 
is  very  much  needed,  could  be  devised  for  this  building,  it  would 
greatly  add  to  the  comfort  and  health  of  both  pupils  and  teach¬ 
ers.  Ventilation  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  problems  which  we 
have  to  grapple  with,  and  one  of  the  greatest  defects  in  connec¬ 
tion  \rith  our  school  buildings. 

Whenever  an  evening  entertainment  was  to  be  held  in  the 
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hall,  the  lower  schools  have  been  very  greatly  disturbed  and  an¬ 
noyed  in  their  work,  (so  much  so  at  times,  as  to  be  obliged  to 
discontinue  a  portion  of  their  work,)  by  the  preparation  of  the 
hall  above  during  school  hours,  which  has  occurred  quite  often 
during  the  winter  term.  It  is  hoped  that  hereafter  such  prepara¬ 
tions  will  be  postponed  until  after  school  hours,  so  that  no  inter¬ 
ruption  shall  occur  in  the  school  work. 

TEACHERS. 

Two  male  and  nine  female  teachers  have  been  employed  dur¬ 
ing  the  year.  Of  this  number  seven  were  residents  of  the  town, 
two  from  Blackstone,  one  from  MedSeld,  and  one  from  Stock- 
bridge.  All  but  four  of  these  had  had  an  experience  in  teaching 
of  from  five  to  twelve  years;  one  had  never  taught,  and  the  other 
three  had  had  but  very  little  experience  in  teaching.  In  three  of 
the  schools  there  has  been  no  change  of  teachers  during  the  year; 
in  each  of  the  others  the  teacher  resigned  after  the  close  of  the 
spring  term,  thereby  making  a  change  necessary.  They  have 
seemed  to  be  interested  in  the  work  and  in  the  majority  of  cases 
they  have  conscientiously  and  faithfully  performed  their  duties. 
Good  discipline  has  been  lacking  in  a  few  instances,  which  has 
been  very  much  regretted;  for  where  there  is  lax  discipline,  there 
is  not  only  a  lack  of  interest  and  want  of  progress,  but  also  a  very 
demoralizing  tendency.  The  ability  to  govern  is  one  of  the  first 
and  one  of  the  most  important  requisites  for  a  teacher  to  possess, 
and  no  teacher,  however  well  qualified,  however  cultured,  and 
with  however  good  a  tact  for  imparting  knowledge,  but  who  is  not 
at  least,  a  fair  disciplinarian,  can  ever  expect  to  meet  with  good 
success  as  a  teacher.  One  is  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College, 
three  have  attended  Normal  school  some,  and  one  is  a  graduate 
of  Westfield  Normal  school. 


PUPILS. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-two  pupils  have  attended  school 
during  the  year;  twenty-two  were  over  fifteen  and  one  under  five 
years  of  age ;  eight  less  having  attended  than  the  previous  year. 
The  attendance  has  not  been  quite  as  good  as  last  year,  in  some 
schools,  but  about  the  s  line  on  the  average.  There  has  been 
more  tardiness  than  last  year, — in  some  schools  much  more.  It 
would  seem  that  with  due  care  on  the  part  of  the  parents,  a  lack 
of  punctuality,  and  not  entering  the  school  at  the  beginning  of 
the  term  might  be  obviated,  and  thereby  work  a  much  needed 
change  in  the  schools. 


VISITS. 

We  would  still  urge  upon  the  parents  .the  importance  and 
necessity  of  visiting  the  schools.  It  is  a  matter  to  be  very  much 
regretted,  that  the  parents  feel  that  they  have  no  time  to  devote 
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to  their  children  in  the  school-room.  We  should  be  very  glad  if* 
by  any  means,  we  could  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  parents,  a 
full  sense  of  tins  their  very  essential,  but  much  neglected  duty, 
which  they  owe  to  themselves,  to  their  children,  and  to  the  teach¬ 
ers  in  whose  care  the  children  are  placed  ;  to  know  how  and  what 
their  children  are  taught,  ahd  what  progress  they  are  making;  to 
encourage  them  in  their  studies,  and  to  cheer  the  teachers  and 
stimulate  them  to  put  forth  their  best  efforts  in  their  noble  work, 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Wendel  Williams,  Teacher. 

This  school  being  in  session,  a  full  report  can  not  be  given  in 
connection  with  it  at  this  time.  A  class  of  fifteen  entered  in  the 
fall,  making  the  school  much  fuller  than  last  year.  There  were 
thirty-one  in  the  fall  term  and  thirty-four  in  the  winter  term.  A 
slight  change  was  made  in  the  course  of  study,  but  not  so  much  of 
a  change  as  was  hoped  might  be  made.  Mr.  Williams  is  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Dartmouth  College,  but  had  had  no  experience  in  teach¬ 
ing.  The  school  having  been  large  and  composed  of  unequal 
grades,  it  has  demanded  much  patience  and  a  great  deal  of  hard 
work.  The  teacher  has  labored  faithfully,  and  has  accomplished 
a  good  work,  especially  in  connection  with  the  entering  class. 
There  has  been  great  improvement  by  this  class  both  in  recita¬ 
tion  and  reading.  A  greater  freedom  of  expression;  proper  ele¬ 
vation  of  the  voice;  more  distinct  utterance,  and  a  clearer  and 
more  forcible  expression  of  the  thoughts  uttered.  Good  disci¬ 
pline  has  been  maintained  in  the  school,  pupils  and  teacher  have 
worked  harmoniously  together,  and  good  work  has  been  accom¬ 
plished. 

The  character  of  this  school  should  be  such  that  the  pupils 
should  govern  themselves  in  such  a  way  as  to  require  but  little 
discipline  from  the  teacher.  They  should  take  pride  in  and 
have  respect  enough  for  themselves  and  for  their  teacher,  to  dis¬ 
cipline  themselves  to  refrain  from  whispering  and  all  other  un¬ 
necessary  communication,  and  from  the  many  minor  things  which 
so  often  creep  in  which  serve  to  disturb  a  school,  and  which 
are  a  source  of  so  great  annoyance,  weariness  and  irritation  to  the 
teacher,  and  which  detract  so  much  from  the  order  and  character 
which  a  school  should  maintain. 

The  first  graduating  exercises  which  have  ever  been  held 
since  the  school  was  established  nearly  twenty  years  ago,  were 
held  at  the  close  of  last  year,  when  a  class  of  two  graduated. 
The  class  being  small  and  it  being  the  first  exercise  of  the  kind 
ever  held,  it  was  somewhat  difficult  to  arrange  the  exercises  so  as 
to  make  the  occasion  what  it  should  be  and  not  detract  from  the 
credit  of  the  class ;  but  the  members  of  another  class  so  willingly 
and  kindly  contributed  to  their  assistance,  that  as  it  was  the  first 
occasion,  and  taking  into  consideration  the  difficulties  which  we 


had  to  contend  with,  and  which  must  be  overcome  in  order  to 
make  it  a  success,  it  passed  off  very  pleasantly  and  creditably  to 
all  interested  in  it.  At  the  close  of  this  year  there  will  be  a  class 
of  eleven  to  graduate,  and  at  that  time  we  anticipate  the  pleasure 
of  being  able  to  invite  you  to  attend  a  very  pleasant  and  profita¬ 
ble  occasion. 

The  attendance  has  been  quite  good  and  there  has  been  but 
very  little  tardiness.  As  a  general  thing  the  pupils  have  mani¬ 
fested  a  good  degree  of  interest,  and  some  of  th^  higher  classes 
especially  rank  well  in  scholarship.  Since  the  Grammar  school 
closed  three  classes  have  recited  to  Miss  Annie  W.  Gaskill  in  the 
lower  loom. 


GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

Spuing  Term. — Mr.  James  Nichols,  Teacher. 

Mr.  Nich  >ls  came  from  Blackstone,  and  has  taught  this  school 
faithfully  for  four  successive  terms.  His  method  of  teaching 
being  somewhat  novel,  it  created  quite  a  little  enthusiasm  and 
stimulus  among  the  pupils.  The  incentive  to  work  was  not  quite 
as  strong  during  this  term,  yet  a  good  work  was  done  and  good 
discipline  maintained.  He  resigned  after,  the  close  of  the  term  to 
accept  a  position  nearer  home. 

Fall  and  Winter  Terms — Miss  Louise  M.  Goodrich, 
Teacher. 

Miss  Goodrich  came  from  Stockbridge,  and  is  a  graduate  of 
the  Stockbridge  High  school  and  of  the  W  estfield  Normal  school. 
She  had  had  some  experience  ns  a  substitute  teacher  and  as 
assistant  in  a  Grammar  school.  She  has  introduced  some  Normal 
ideas  and  her  methods  of  teaching  have  been  very  good;  and  had 
jshe  maintained  more  strict  discipline,  she  would  have  accom¬ 
plished  much  better  work  than  it  has  been  possible  for  her  to 
with  her  discipline.  She  has  manifested  a  good  degree  of  inter¬ 
est,  which  has  enabled  her  to  accomplish  quite  a  good  work,  in 
spite  of  difficulties;  and  with  little  closer  attention  to  discipline, 
we  bespeak  for  her  good  success  as  a  teacher. 

A  better  regularity  of  attendance  of  some  pupils  would  add 
much  to  the  school.  Many  tardy  marks  stand  out  boldly  upon 
the  register.  After  the  commencement  of  the  High  school,  Miss 
Goodrich  assisted  the  High  school  teacher  in  his  work,  and  reliev¬ 
ing  him  of  a  part  of  the  burden  by  having  two  classes  recite  to 
her  in  the  lower  room.  This  arrangement,  which  worked  quite 
well  for  the  High  school,  if  not  quite  as  well  for  the  Grammar 
school,  as  it  necessitated  a  change  of  time  either  in  the  commence¬ 
ment  or  closing  of  the  sessions  of  the  Grammar  school,  and  of  the 
time  spent  in  the  Grammar  school  sessions. 


13 


EAST  SCHOOL. 

Miss  Cora  E.  Ga skill,  Teacher. 

Miss  Gaskill  had  previously  taught  in  the  town  and  has  had 
some  twelve  years’  experience  in  teaching,  having  taught  also  in? 
Bellingham  and  Uxbridge.  She  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Mendon.  She  has  taught  during  the  year  in  this  school,  giving 
good  satisfaction.  Her  discipline  has  been  good  and  she  hae 
worked  faithfully  and  well  for  the  interests  of  her  school.  A 
greater  effort  seems  to  be  required  to  accomplish  a  given  amount 
of  work  in  this  school  than  in  some  others,  hence  the  results  may 
not  always  be  so  apparent  at  first  sight.  The  pupils  have  gained 
confidence  in  ihemselves  and  their  examinations  have  shown  very 
good  progress  in  some  branches.  There  has  been  much  tardiness 
in  this  school,  which  seems  altogether  unnecessary. 

Their  copy-books  have  been  neatly  kept,  and  there  has  been 
quite  an  improvement  in  reading.  A  new  out-building  has  been 
constructed,  which  was  much  needed. 


SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Spring  Term. — Miss  H.  Josie  Davis,  Teacher. 

Miss  Davis  taught  a  few  weeks  in  the  town  last  year,  to 
finish  the  winter  term  of  the  West  school,  so  that  she  came  to 
this  school  with  but  little  experience,  but  lacking  in  interest,  en¬ 
ergy  and  ability  to  govern,  she  did  not  meet  with  the  best  of  suc¬ 
cess. 


Fall  and  Winter  Terms. — Mrs.  Mary  A.  Barrows,  Teacher, 

Mrs.  Barrows  was  engaged  for  the  fall  term  in  place  of  Mis# 
Davis,  she  having  previously  taught  here  some  two  years  ;  and 
good  order  was  again  restored,  with  the  usual  success  in  teach¬ 
ing.  The  letter  writing  which  was  practised  last  year  has  re¬ 
sulted  this  year  in  producing  some  very  good  composition  work. 
There  is  but  little  tardiness  in  this  school,  the  attendance  is  gen¬ 
erally  good,  the  copy-books  show  neatness  and  care,  and  some 
taste  is  manifested  in  drawing. 


ALBEEVILLE. 

Spring  Term. — Miss  Annie  W.  Gaskill,  Teacher. 

Miss  Gaskill  taught  the  spring  term  with  her  usual  success. 
The  West  school  was  closed  and  the  pupils  transported  to  this 
school,  making  quite  an  increase  in  number  and  interest  by  this 
combination,  working  more  advantageously  for  the  pupils  of  both 
schools,  as  well  as  for  the  teacher. 
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Fall  and  Winter  Terms. — Miss  Mariette  A.  Hamant, 

Teacher. 

At  the  close  of  the  spring  term  Miss  Gaskill  declined  to  hold 
the  position  any  longer,  and  Miss  Mariette  Hamant  of  Medfield 
was  engaged  to  take  the  school,  and  has  taught  it  the  remainder 
of  the  year.  Miss  Hamant  is  a  graduate  of  the  Medfield  High 
school,  and  has  attended  the  Framingham  Normal  school.  She 
had  had  only  a  few  weeks’  experience  in  teaching  before  taking 
charge  of  this  school,  but  she  has  proved  herself  well  qualified  for 
the  position.  She  has  been  quite  systematic  in  her  work,  and 
conscientious  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  her  duties.  Good 
attention  has  been  paid  to  reading  and  to  many  minor  points 
which  are  so  often  neglected  by  teachers,  either  from  oversight, 
or  from  press  of  work  and  time  but  which  are  so  important  in 
the  improvement,  the  general  make-up  and  effect  of  a  school. 

The  discipline  which  has  been  effecied,  apparently  with  but 
very  little  effort  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  to  govern  the  school, 
has  been  very  good.  The  examinations  showed  thoroughness  in 
their  work.  Free  gymnastics  have  been  practised  during  the  last 
term,  and  the  pupils  gave  a  very  fine  exercise  in  them  the  last 
day  of  school. 


NORTH  SCHOOL. 

Spring  Term. — Miss  Mary  L.  Aldrich,  Teacher. 

Miss  Aldrich  has  taught  this  school  nearly  two  years,  and 
met  with  her  usual  success  here.  She  had  attended  Normal 
school  and  introduced  some  Normal  ideas  which  worked  very  fa¬ 
vorably. 

Fall  and  Winter  Terms. — Miss  Ada  C.  Taft,  Teacher. 

Miss  Aldrich  resigned  at  the  close  of  the  spring  teVm  and 
Miss  Taft  was  engaged  for  the  fall  and  has  taught  the  winter 
term  here  also,  with  very  good  success.  She  is  a  good  disciplina¬ 
rian  and  manifests  much  energy  and  interest  and  is  thorough  in 
her  work,  training  her  pupils  to  habits  of  self-reasoning  and  care¬ 
ful  thought. 

A  new  stove  has  been  procured  for  this  school,  inakinj  the 
room  much  more  comfortable;  new  shades  have  been  furnished 
and  some  repairs  inside,  which  gives  the  room  a  neater  and  pleas¬ 
anter  appearance;  the  house  has  also  been  painted  outside. 

PRIMARY  SCHOOL. 

Miss  Mary  E.  Dudley,  Teacher. 

This  school  has  not  been  quite  so  large  as  formerly.  A  class 
of  ten  from  this  school  entered  the  Grammar  school  in  the 


spring,  and  not  many  new  ones  entering,  has  reduced  the  number 
somewhat  from  last  year.  Miss  Dudley  has  taught  this  school 
the  past  seven  years,  with  a  marked  degree  of  fidelity  and  very 
successfully.  A  teacher  who  has  the  happy  faculty  of  attracting 
her  pupils,  especiallythe  little  ones,  to  her,  of  keeping  them  ever 
interested,  ever  alert  and  always  busy,  has  within  herself  the  van¬ 
tage-ground  of  success.  Although  the  school  has  not  been  quite 
as  full,  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  very  trying  and  arduous 
work  to  perform,  and  the  schoo1  is  yet  too  full  for  a  teacher  to  be 
able  to  accomplish  the  best  results.  The  majority  of  the  pupils 
have  been  bright  and  active,  and  some  of  them  have  manifested 
a  keen  appetite  for  knowledge  and  a  great  interest  in  all  branches 
of  their  work;  and  by  faithful  and  persistent  efforts  a  very  good 
work  has  been  accomplished.  The  pupils  have  been  trained  to 
habits  of  neatness,  accuracy,  order  and  care-taking  in  their  work. 
Many  of  their  copy-books  and  draw  in  c-books  show  neatness  and 
painstaking.  Their  proficiency  in  reading  is  such  that  some  very 
good  examples  might  be  furnished  for  imitation  to  some  readers 
whom  we  have  heaid  in  the  higher  walks  of  life. 

It  is  often  said  that  the  primary  school  is  the  lowest  of  all, 
and  that  almost  any  person  can  teach  in  such  a  school ;  but  while 
it  is  the  lowest  in  grade,  we  wish  to  emphasize  the  idea  as  strong¬ 
ly  as  possible,  that  perhaps  there  is  no  position  more  responsible, 
more  important,  or  more  noble,  nor  one  where  one’s  greatest  and 
best  efforts  should  be  put  forth,  or  where  character,  refinement 
and  culture  are  more  necessary,  than  that  which  the  primary 
teacher  occupies. 


ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

Names  of  pupils  neither  absent  nor  tardy: — 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Fall  Term. — Edwdn  M.  Aldrich,  Freeman  C.  Lowell,  Fred¬ 
erick  H.  Metcalf,  Bertha  F.  Albee,  Annie  B.  Aldrich,  Grace 
Darling,  Abigail  Taft. 


GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

Spring  Term. — Morton  A.  Holbrook,  Harry  Dixon,  H.  Fred 
Crawford,  Walter  F.  Towne,  Floyd  E.  Darling,  Clarence  A.  Taft, 
Bertram  A.  Albro,  F.  Mason  Kinsley,  Arthur  V.  Pond,  Lena 
Wheeler,  Gertrude  Nutter,  Clarence  H.  Moores,  Nettie  E.  Nutter. 

Fall  Term. — Florence  E.  Snow,  Walter  F.  Towne,  Floyd 
E.  Darling. 
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Winter  Term. — Clarence  A.  Taft,  Arthur  V.  Pond,  Walter 
F.  Towne,  Bertram  A.  Albro. 

Two  Terms. — Floyd  E.  Darling,  Clarence  A.  Taft,  Bertram 
A.  Albro,  Arthur  V.  Pond. 

Two  Years. — Walter  F.  Towne. 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

Spring  Term. — John  D.  Bates,  C.  Norman  Cook,  Charles 
Cook,  Geo.  A.  Rock  wood,  A.  Waldo  Rock  wood,  Willie  A.  Rock- 
wood. 

Fall  Term. — A.  Waldo  Rockwood,  Willie  A.  Rockwood. 
Winter  Term. — Bertha  L.  Sprague. 

Two  Terms. — A.  Waldo  Rockwood,  Willie  A.  Rockwood. 
SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Spring  Term. — Grace  G.  Cook,  Ida  M.  Barrows,  Charles  C. 
Daniels. 

Fall  Term. — Jessie  E.  Cook,  Grace  G.  Cook,  Florence  M. 
Barrows,  John  Daniels. 

Winter  Term. — Jessie  PL  Cook,  Grace  G.  Cook,  John  Dan¬ 
iels,  Leon  D.  Moore. 

Two  Terms. — Jessie  E.  Cook,  John  Daniels. 

Two  Years. — Grace  G.  Cook. 

ALBEEVILLE  SCHOOL. 

Spring  Term. — Hattie  F.  Albee,  Estine  Taft,  Mary  E. 
Wood,  Wm.  L.  Aldrich,  Michael  Broughey,  Wm.  Broughey, 
Clair  W.  Freeman,  Waldo  M.  Thayer,  Samuel  VV.  Wood. 

F*all  Term.— Hattie  F.  Albee,  Dora  Freeman,  Theresa 
Moore,  Estine  Taft,  Mary  L.  Wood,  Wm.  L.  Aldrich,  Wm. 
Broughey,  Ciair  W.  Freeman,  Frank  Moore,  James  Moore. 

Winter  Term. — Estine  Taft,  Mary  L.  Wood,  Win.  L. 
Aldrich,  Clair  W.  Freeman. 

Two  Terms. — Hattie  F.  Albee,  Wm.  Broughey. 

One  Year. — Mary  L.  Wood,  Wm.  L.  Aldrich,  Clair  W. 
Freeman. 

Four  Terms. — Estine  Taft. 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

Spring  Term. — Sarah  Byrne,  Mary  Byrne,  Edith  Bennett, 
Florence  Bennett,  Carrie  Beal,  Mary  PL  Foley,  Alice  Quigley, 
Rosa  Quigley,  Arthur  Beal,  Dwight  A.  Davenport,  Ora  Daven¬ 
port,  Frederick  Davenport,  Ernest  Davenport,  Otis  Daffon, 
Willie  Mahaney. 


17 


Fall  Term. — Otis  Daffon,  John  Gradv,  Ora  Davenport, 
Ernest  Davenport,  Dwight  A.  Davenport,  Willie  Mahaney. 

Winter  Term. — Ora  Davenport,  Frederick  Davenport,  Er¬ 
nest  Davenport,  Otis  Daffon,  John  Grady,  Willie  Mahaney,  Rich- 
ard  Odium,  Edward  Powers,  James  Quigley. 

Two  Terms. — Dwight  A.  Davenport,  Frederick  Davenport, 
John  Grady. 

One  Year. — Otis  Daffon. 

Four  Terms. — Ora  Davenport,  Ernest  Davenport. 

Five  Terms. — Willie  Mahaney. 

PRIMARY  SCHOOL. 

String  Term. — Minnie  C.  Allen,  M.  Eldora  Barrows,  Joanna 
D.  Kinsley,  A.  Geraldine  Taft,  M.  Iola  Wheeler,  Mabel  L. 
Wheeler,  Jessie  F.  Wheeler,  Oliver  G.  Moores,  Nathan  F.  Towne, 
Cora  J.  Barrows,  Maggie  L.  Crawford,  Sabry  N.  Moores,  Minnie 
L.  W  ood,  Win.  Crawford,  Jerry  Driscoll,  Win.  Driscoll,  Paul  V. 
Wheeler,  Norman  E.  Wheeler. 

Fall  Term. — Minnie  C.  Allen,  Sabry  N.  Moores,  Jessie 
Rhodes,  Sarah  L.  Staples,  Minnie  L.  Wood,  Edward  L.  Cook, 
Jerry  Driscoll,  Wm.  Driscoll,  Oliver  G.  Moores,  Nathan  F. 
Towne. 

Winter  Term. — Minnie  C.  Allen,  Bessie  F.  Cook,  Joanna 
D.  Kinsley,  Clara  W.  Pond,  Minnie  L.  Wood,  Wm.  Driscoll, 
Nathan  F.  Towne. 

Two  Terms. — Sabry  N.  Moores,  Jerry  Driscoll,  Oliver  G. 
Moores,  Joanna  D.  Kinsley. 

One  Year. — Minnie  C.  Allen,  Minnie  L.  Wood,  Wm.  Dris¬ 
coll. 

Two  Years.  -  Nathan  F.  Towne. 

Clarence  A.  Taft  and  Bertram  A.  Albro  have  each  missed 
only  one  day  during  the  year;  Arthur  V.  Pond  has  missed  only 
one  half  day.  Floyd  E.  Darling  has  .missed  only  0ne  and  a  half 
days  in  three  years;  and  Hattie  F.  Albee  and  Jessie  E.  Cook 
each  one  day  in  three  years.  Hattie  F.  Albee’s  was  lost  by  en¬ 
tering  the  second  day  of  the  winter  term. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  can  present  you  with  so  favorable 
a  condition  of  our  schools  at  this  time;  and  we  would  express  our 
hearty  thanks  to  all  who  have  aided  us. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  D.  ALBRO,  M.  IX, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 


18 


1 

•saSuM  jo  junoui  v  j 

$  360.00 

95.00 ' 

160.00 

210  00 

60.00 

140.01) 

70.00 

140.00 

70.00 

140.00 

213.50 

•tflnoui  .19(1 
s.i.'iqoeoi  josoSi!;\v 

©  ©  GO  M  'NT  OO  OC  f.  **  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  OCOC© 

©©  CO  CO  CO  CM  M  M  M  CM  M  Cl  ri  ^  (MCIM  M  CM  70 

qooqos 

o')  sjisja  .laquins; 

CO©  CO  t—  ©  GO  CM  1—  ©©©  OOH*^  CM  ©  1—  CM  ©  1- 

(MM  L'-  (M  M  —  f—  Cl  r-i  n  H  ri.nW 

s.iH.tA’  t[  pun  8 
uodA\idq  joqmnNj 

-*  rj<  CM  ©  ©  Ol  Cl  Cl  lO  t-  b-  lO  ©  ©  ©  ©  Cl  -*  ©  I- 

CIMH  Hr-H  HHH  r—  r-i  r-»  T— <  ^ 

’SUKOX 

St  joao  aaquinv,! 

©©  CO©©  ©©CM  ©OO  ©  ©  ©  ©COCO  ©©© 

CM  M 

•ifp.II!) 

.TO  Jliosqii  )OTl 
s.n!|oq-)s  .nquitijq 

QO  ©  CO  T*  ©(MrH  cirt^rr  ©©-^  »0  ©  ©  OOC.I'* 

•sq.it?i\[  ifp-,BJ/°N 

CO  110  ci  ©  tf  M  ©  ©  CM  ©  ©  »-i  tji  ©  ©  hdh 

i-h  CO  CM  »t  :o  CO  CCH 

•JTTO.f  oqi  .TO)  OOUB 
-puajlT}  )TI90  .10J 

9S 

98 

qi 

68 

06 

88 

98 

*oom? 

|  -piT9))u  JU0D  JOJ 

»C  t—  ©  —  ©  ©  ©  C-.  CO  ©  I-  —MM  ©  ©  (N  X  1- 

©00  OO  a  OO  ©  ©  CO  ©  ©  ©  ©  L-  l—  ©©©  ©  ©  L— 

•diqs.iaq 

-UI8UT  r.Su.TOAV" 

26.4 

28 

25 

18.3 

17.1 

15.5 

14.4 

14.1 

8.3 

10.5 

7.8 

16  9 

17.9 

15  8 

22.7 

20.9 

19.9 

31  3 

30  8 

23.6 

•sanioqos  .loqconx 

*-  -l«  ©©©  ©©l-  ©CM©  -ION  ©©—  -tort 

CO  ©  (M  M  CM  r-n  r-»  r-i  r-i  Cl  (MM  CM  .  (M  CO  ©  CO 

•tooqos 

sqpioui  asquint 

‘h-41  f-fci-toHei  Hm— leMn  Hnh1«h |c*  «H* 

CO  CO  <M  M  CM  CM  CM  M  M  CM  M  CM  CM  M  <M  M  <M  <M  CO  n 

•suuaj. 

rH  M  HNCO  ^  CM  ©  CM  CO  rH  CM  ©  <M  ©  ‘  M  © 

TEACHERS. 

Wendel  Williams . 

Jame*  Nichols . 

Louise  M.  Goodrich . 

Cora  E.  Gaskill . 

H.  Josic  Davis .  . 

Mary  A.  Barrows . 

Annie  W  Gaskill . . 

Marietta  A.  Hamant . 

it  .... 

Mary  L.  Aldrich . . 

Ada  C.  Taft .  . 

Mary  E.  Dudley . 

SCHOOLS. 

HIGH. 

GRAMMAR. 

EAST. 

SOUTH. 

ALBEEVILLE. 

NORTH. 

PRIMARY. 

*  On  winter  term  of  High  school  the  result  is  estimated. 


TOWN  WARRANT. 


Worcester  ss. — To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mcndon, 
in  the  County  of  Worcester,  Greeting  : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are 
directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mention  quali¬ 
fied  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the  Town 
Hall,  in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  fourth  day  of  March,  next, 
punctually  at  ten  o’clock,  a.  m.,  to  act  on  the  following  articles 
viz. : — 

Article  1.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  in  said  meet¬ 
ing. 

Article  2.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  several  town  officers 
and  committees,  and  act  thereon. 

Article  3.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the  year 
ensuing. 

Article  4.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  are  necessary  to 
defray  town  charges,  and  make  appropriations  of  the  same. 

Article  5.  To  determine  the  manner  of  repairing  the  roads 
and  bridges  in  said  town  the  year  ensuing. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  town  will  require  the  School  Com¬ 
mittee  annually  to  appoint  a  Superintendent  of  Schools,  or  leave 
such  appointment  to  their  discretion,  or  otherwise  act  on  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  such  Superintendent. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  list  of 
jurors  reported  by  the  Selectmen,  or  make  any  alterations  in  the 
same. 

Article  8.  To  see  what  measures,  if  any,  the  town  will 
adopt  to  secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  continue  the 
High  School. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer 
to  hire  money  to  pay  current  expenses  for  the  municipal  year 
commencing  March  4th,  1889,  in  anticipation  of  the  collection  of 
the  taxes. 

Article  11.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  as  to  its 
indebtedness  on  bonds  outstanding. 

Article  12.  To  bring  in  their  ballots  “Yes”  or  “No”  in  an¬ 
swer  to  the  question,  “Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  in¬ 
toxicating  liquors  in  this  town  ?” 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  continue  communication 
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by  telephone  with  Milford,  as  security  against  destruction  by 
fire,  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  14.  To  see  what  amount  of  money,  if  any,  the  town 
will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  for  conveying  pupils  to  and 
from  the  public  schools,  the  same  to  be  expended  by  the  school 
committee  in  their  discretion. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  unite  with  one 
or  more  of  the  surrounding  towns  for  the  purpose  of  employing  a 
Superintendent  of  Schools  in  accordance  with  Chap.  431  of  the 
Acts  and  Resolves  of  1888,  and  act  in  any  way  in  relation  to  the 
same. 

Article  16.  To  see  what  action,  if  any,  the  town  will  take 
regulating  or  forbidding  the  use  of  the  Centre  schoolrooms,  other¬ 
wise  than  for  schools. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  revoke  its  acceptance  of 
Chap.  158,  Statutes  of  1871,  and  abolish  its  board  <»f  Road  Com¬ 
missioners. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  repay  Elm  a  M_ 
Pond  taxes  of  1887  and  1888,  alleged  to  have  been  illegally  as 
sessed. 

Article  19.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  purchase  the 
small  brick  building  on  Main  street,  belonging  to  Win.  H.  Al¬ 
drich,  or  otherwise  act  in  relation  to  such  purchase. 

Article  ‘20.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Selectmen 
to  take  means  to  ventilate  the  Town  Hall,  the  schoolrooms  in  the 
Cent  re  Village,  the  basement  of  the  Town  Hall,  or  either  of  them, 
or  act  in  any  manner  relating  thereto. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant,  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  thereof  at  each  of  the  following  places  in  said 
town,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meet¬ 
ing,  viz:  At  the  post-office,  and  on  the  door  of  the  schoolhouse 
in  Albeeville,  and  at  the  post-office  at  South  Milford. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  or  Town  Clerk,  before  the 
time  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  nineteenth  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-nine.  . 

GUSTAVUS  B.  WILLIAMS,  )  Selectmen 
ALBERT  W.  GASKILL,  }■  of 
LIBERTY  FREEMAN,  )  Mendon. 

A  true  copy.  Attest : 

Constable  of  Mendon. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE  VARIOUS 


BOARDS  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS 

•  OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  MENDON, 


INCLUDING  REPORTS  OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


AND 

SUPERVISOR  OF  SCHOOLS, 


FOR  THE 


'Municipal  Year  Ending  March  3,  1890, 


MILFORD,  MASS.: 

G.  M.  BILLINGS,  PRINTER,  GAZETTE  <^'FICE. 

1S90. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


The  undersigned,  Treasurer  of  Mendon  for  the  year  ending' 
March  3,  1890,  respectfully  submits  the  account  of  his  doings. 

He  debits  himself  with  the  following  assets,  viz: — 

Amount  received  of  Treasurer  for  the  year  1889,  $  454  15- 

Borrowed  on  town  notes,  3,000  00 

From  State  Treasurer,  corporation  tax,  $419  18 

“  “  bank  tax,  547  20 

“  “  State  aid,  431  63 

“  “  balance  corporation 

tax  for  1888,  *  13  22 


From  State  Treasurer,  income  of  school  fund, 

“  County  Treasurer,  dog  tax  dividend, 

“  Collector  of  taxes  for  the  year  1888, 

“  u  of  taxes  for  the  year  1889, 

“  telephone  tolls, 

“  Edward  L.  Smith  for  use  of  Town  Hall, 

“  two  auctioneer  licenses, 

“  John  C.  Wood,  license  for  alley, 

“  William  H.  Aldrich,  for  use  of  hay  scales, 

“  Julius  A.  George,  for  Town  Annals  sold, 

“  old  lumber  and  wood  sold, 

“  John  Barry,  for  grass, 

“  School  Committee,  overdrawn  and  repaid, 

“  F.  II.  Wood,  surveyor,  overdrawn  and  repaid, 


Balance  due  Treasurer, 


He  credits  himself  with  the  following  sums  : — 
Paid  137  Town  Orders, 

Austin  A.  Taft,  5  notes, 

Julius  A.  George,  note, 

“  bond, 

Austin  A.  Taft,  interest  on  notes, 

Julius  A.  George  “  on  note, 

“  “  on  bond, 

Ann  Quigley,  “  on  bond, 

State  Tax, 


$1,411  23 
205  04 
141  13 
103  42 
6,615  2fr 
34  65 
89  00 

4  00 
2  00 

13  19 

5  50 
3  70 
1  00 

48  55 
36' 


$12,132 

17 

77 

05- 

$12,209 

22- 

^  /  ,498 

86- 

2,400 

00 

600 

00' 

1,000 

oo 

54 

00 

5 

70 

50 

66- 

20 

00 

.  580 

00 

$12,209  22 

Bond  outstanding  due  Ann  Quigley,  $500  00' 

AUSTIN  A.  TAFT,  Treasurer. 

Mendon,  Feb.  it,  1890. 


SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  expenditures  of  the  town  for  the  municipal  year  ending 
March  3,  1890:— 

INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal  for  extinguisher,  $  7  00 

Cyrus  A.  Barker,  rent  and  care  of  extinguisher,  to  Feb. 

2,  1889,  2  75 

Reuben  Hill,  rent  and  care  of  extinguisher  to  May  4,  1889,  4  00 

Reuben  Hill,  rent  and 'care  of  extinguisher  to  Aug.  1,  1889,  3  00 

W.  A.  Gaskill,  labor  in  old  cemetery,  5  00 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  labor  in  old  cemetery,  6  20 

H.  C.  Adams,  insuring  building  for  town  officers,  10  00 

William  E.  Barrows,  killing  and  burying  dogs,  2  00 

Weed  Brothers  &  Lent,  making  voting  shelves,  25  58 

William  Henry,  sawing  wood  for  town  officers’  rooms,  1  48 

S.  W.  Cook,  use  of  horse,  drawing  extinguisher  to  Wilcox 

fire,  2  00 

G.  B.  Williams,  cash  paid  for  use  of  telephone,  60  00 

Dr.  J.  M.  French,  returning  0  births,  1  50 

John  Barry,  blacksmith ing,  2  30 

David  Adams,  cash  paid  express,  etc.,  4  00 

Dr.  M.  W.  Knight,  returning  4  births,  1  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  services  July  4,  1889,  •  2  00 

G.  Gaskill,  services  July  4,  1889,  *  2  00 

G.  Gaskill,  killing  and  burying  dog,  2  00 

G.  B.  Williams,  cash  paid  for  sundries,  1  84 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  cash  paid  for  burying  dog,  1  00 


$146  65 

CARE  AND  SUPPLIES  FOR  TOWN  HALL. 

E.  L.  Smith,  care  of  hall  to  April  1,  1889,  $45  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  sundries  for  hall  to  April  1,  1889,  11  20 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal,  2  bills,  48  26 

Field  Brothers,  coal,  old  bill,  *  10  88 

Field  Brothers,  coal,  10  47 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  stove,  35  00 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  labor  outside  hall,  1  50 


&162  31 
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EXPENSE  FOR  LAND  AND  BUILDING  FOR  TOWN 

OFFICERS. 


J.  A.  George,  plan  and  survey,  $  1  00 

Horace  Hobbs,  examining  title,  8  00 

W.  II.  Aldrich  and  trustees,  for  land  and  building,  125  00 

A.  S.  Pickering,  stock  and  mason  work,  2  bills,  121  54 

Weed  Brothers  &  Lent,  stock  and  carpenter  work,  859  87 

A.  G.  Ciiilson,  paint  stock  and  labor,  2  bills,  64  45 

L.  Freeman,  labor  and  carting  lumber,  1  00 

Berton  Williams,  labor  and  use  of  team,  6  89 

H.  S.  Coleman,  labor,  98 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  labor  and  use  of  team  moving  safes,  3  50 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  builders’  hardware  and  stove,  27  63 

H.  .T.  Dearing,  furniture,  curtains  and  sundries,  2  bills,  7  95 

Hixon  Brothers,  tables,  4  00 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  sari  ’,  labor  and  use  of  team,  23  53 

G.  B.  Williams,  cash  paid  for  sundries,  3  68 


$753  52 


SERVICES  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

C.  D.  Albio,  superintendent  of  schools,  1888-9,  balance,  $30  00 
Gilbert  Gaskill,  lockup  keeper,  to  April  1,  1889,  5  00 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  assessing  taxes  of  1889,  39  55 

James  Quigley,  “  “  45  00 

W.  S.  Wilcox,  “  “  36  25 

L.  Freeman,  collecting  taxes  of  1888,  65  00 

David  Adams,  services  as  town  clerk  and  registrar,  22  70 

E.  L.  Smith,  services  as  constable  to  March  3,  1890,  15  00 

Alanson  Freeman,  services  as  inspector  state  election,  1889,  2  50 
H.  S.  Coleman,  services  as  inspector  state  election,  1889,  2  50 

L.  Freeman,  services  as  selectman,  1889-90,  20  00 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  “  “  25  00 

G.  B.  Williams,  “  “  62  75 

Austin  A.  Taft,  services  as  treasurer,  1889-90,  35  00 


PRINTING. 

G.  M.  Billings,  town  reports, 

F.  E.  Day,  tax-bills,  posters  and  cards, 
Cook  &  Sons,  dog  notices, 


$406  25 


$46  00 
3  25 
1  00 


$50  25 


MILITARY  AID,  CHAP.  301,  ACTS  OF  1889,  AND  CHAP. 
301,  ACTS  OF  1879. 


John  Curley, 
James  McKenna, 


$72 

48 


0 


Rufus  Hazard,  $48 

David  A.  Kingman,  *  7 2 

Catherine  Foley,  24 

Olive  E.  Pickering,  28 

Abel  G.  Weatherlicad,  88 

George  W.  Scisco,  48 

Waterman  Taft,  50 

Dexter  Inman,  40 

Caleb  V.  Smith,  20 


$528 

MILITARY  AID,  CHAP.  279,  ACTS  OF  1889,  AND  CHAP. 
252,  ACTS  OF  1879. 

John  Oakford,  $72  00 

RELIEF  PF  SOLDIERS,  CHAP.  298,  ACTS  OF  1889. 
Abel  G.  Wcatlierhead,  $17  55 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

The  town  at  its  last  annual  meeting  voted  to  abolish  its 
board  of  Road  Commissioners,  and  elected  thirteen  Highway 
Surveyors. 

In  accordance  with  their  legal  duty,  the  Selectmen,  early  itt 
April,  after  filling  a  vacancy  by  appointment  of  Charles  H.  Howe, 
and  making  a  careful  examination  of  the  roads,  sent  to  each  Sur¬ 
veyor  a  written  paper  designating  his  limits  and  allotment  of 
money,  calling  attention  to  his  obligation  to  expend  the  same 
“carefully  and  judiciously  under  the  direction  of  the  Selectmen,” 
and  directing  returns  of  vouchers  to  the  Selectmen  on  the  first 
Monday  of  July  and  also  on  Feb.  10th. 

All  the  Surveyors  have  appeared  desirous  to  conform  to  the 
law  and  the  directions  given  them  in  every  respect.  Among  so 
many  it  proved,  as  was  to  have  been  expected,  that  some  failed 
to  render  a  perfectly  intelligible  account  of  every  item  expended, 
but  this  board  desires  to  express  its  appreciation  of  good  work 
honestly  done  in  every  Surveyor’s  district,  and  that  many  have 
produced  excellent  results  from  the  money  used.  The  rate  of 
wages,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  has  been  for  Surveyor,  17^ 
cents  per  hour;  man  with  team,  35  cents  per  hour;  and  for  labor¬ 
ers,  15  cents  per  hour. 

Each  Surveyor’s  first  allotment,  total  expenditure,  and  his 
expenditure  for  team  work,  so  far  as  reported,  will  be  seen 

below : — 

No.  Cost  of 

Dist.  Surveyor.  1st  Allotment.  Total  expenditure,  team  work. 

1  William  W.  Nelson,  $  70  •  $  04  (57  $10  50 

2  David  F.  Holbrook,  80  80  48  18  90 


3 

Erwin  A.  Bates, 

$150 

$167  78 

$38  87 

4 

Gustavus  A.  Staples, 

60 

107  91 

20  03 

5 

Frank  H.  Wood, 

90 

104  64 

34  91 

6 

Andre  South  wick, 

65 

70  65 

14  17 

7 

Alanson  Taft, 

130 

142  92 

27  50 

8 

George  B.  Cromb, 

65 

87  16 

18  18 

9 

Charles  H.  Howe, 

100 

120  19 

24  80 

10 

Alfred  I.  Barrows, 

40 

45  32 

11  78 

11 

Davis  Hill, 

90 

92  99 

24  22 

12 

Walter  A.  Gaskill, 

85 

84  79 

17  25 

13 

Gilbert  Gaskill, 

75 

116  51 

19  72 

$1,100 

SI, 286  01 

$280  83 

Paid  E.  T.  Bates,  balance  old  bill, 

G  20 

$1,292  21 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 


Paid  School  Committee  9  orders, 

$2,660  00 

SUPPORT’ OF  POOR. 

Paid  Overseers  of  Poor  12  orders, 

$1,050  00 

THE  TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Paid  Trustees,  8  orders, 

$359  76 

RECAPITULATION. 

Incidentals, 

$  146  65 

Town  Hall, 

162  31 

Town  officers’  building, 

753  52 

Services  of  town  officers, 

406  25 

Printing, 

50  25 

Military  aid,  Chap.  301, 

528  00 

Military  aid,  Chaps.  279  and  252, 

72  00 

Relief  of  soldiers,  Chap.  298, 

17  55 

Roads, 

1,292  57 

Schools, 

2,660  00 

Poor, 

1,050  00 

Library, 

359  76 

$7,498  86 

The  Selectmen  also  report  that  the  liabilities  of  the  town 
known  to  them  are  as  follows:  — 

Due  on  bills  against  the  town,  estimated,  $  20  00 

Due  town  officers,  estimated,  70  00 

Dae  school  teachers,  estimated,  60  00 


Due  on  town  bond, 

Due  Treasurer,  over-payments, 


$500  00 
77  05 


$727  05 


The  available  assets,  so  far  as  known,  are  as  follows:  — 

Due  from  Collector,  list  of  1889,  $155  38 

Due  from  State,  aid  to  soldiers,  etc.,  Chap.  301, 

to  Jan.  1,  1890,  12  months,  516  00 

To  March  1,  1890,  2  months,  100  00 

Due  from  State,  aid  to  soldiers,  etc.,  Chaps.  279 

and  252,  to  Jan.  1,  1890,  36  00 

To  March  1,  1890,  2  months,  6  00 

Due  from  W.  H.  Aldrich,  use  hay  scales,  estimated,  25  00 

-  $838  38  ■ 


Net  balance  in  favor  of  town,  $111  33 

■  Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  B.  WILLIAMS,  )  Selectmen 

A.  W.  GASKILL,  l  of 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN,  )  Mendon. 

Mendon,  Feb.  13,  1890. 


TOWN  GRANTS,  1889. 


Schools, 

$1,600 

00 

School-books,  etc., 

150 

00 

Poor, 

1,000 

00 

Roads, 

1,200 

00 

Debt, 

1,000 

00 

Interest, 

100 

00 

Library, 

225 

00 

Incidentals, 

300 

00 

■Officers’  building, 

500 

00 

$6,075  00 


COLLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


LIBERTY  FREEMAN,  COLLECTOR  FOR  1888. 

Dr. 


Balance  uncollected,  Feb.  18,  1889, 
Interest  received, 

$8G  28 

17  14 

$103  42.' 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  treasurer, 

$103  42t- 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN,  COLLECTOR  FOR  1889. 


Dr. 

✓ 

Taxes  committed  for  collection, 
Additional  assessments, 

Interest  received, 

$7,148  28 

6  00 

41  05 

#7,195  3S 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  treasurer, 

Paid  county  tax, 

Abatements, 

$0,615  25 

385  00 

39  70 

$7,039  35 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  10,  1890r 

$155  m 

I 


REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for  the* 
municipal  year  ending  March  3,  1890: — 

John  W.  Barry,  Mary  Kirby,  Mary  C.  Taft,  Edna  Allen, 
Janie  Briggs,  Jennie  Davenport,  Francis  R.  Scisco,  Cora  M. 
Gould  and  six  children,  George  H.  Wood  (having  a  settlement  in> 
Mendon),  Catherine  P.  Fostream  and  three  children  (having  a 
settlement  in  Boston),  Joseph  H.  Wood  and  wife,  Randal  Billing- 
ton,  Jason  G.  Cummings  and  wife  (having  a  settlement  io 
Uxbridge),  Hannah  Aldrich  (having  a  settlement  in  North- 
bridge),  Mrs.  G.  II.  Gabrey  and  child  (belonging  to  Milford), 
Mrs.  Minnie  Thompson  and  child  (to  Blackstone),  have  beeo 
wholly  or  partially  supported. 


The  Overseers  charge  themselves  with  the  receipt  of  the 
following  named  funds  belonging  to  the  town: — 

O  o  O 


Balance  from  last  year, 
Twelve  town  orders, 
City  of  Bostoh, 

Town  of  Northbridge, 


$  18  31 

1,050  00 
69  00 
8  00 

- $1,145  31 


The  Overseers  credit  themselves  with  paying  the  following 
amounts: — 


FOR  SUPPORT  OF 

John  W.  Barry,  $169  46 

Mary  Kirby,  234  58 

Mary  C.  Taft,  72  00 

Edna  Allen,  104  00 

Janie  Briggs,  104  30 

Jennie  Davenport,  73  00 

Francis  R.  Scisco,  24  00 

Cora  M.  Gould  and  family,  96  00 

George  II.  Wood,  60  00 

Catherine  P.  Fostream  and  family,  58  00 

Joseph  H.  Wood  and  wife,  7  00 

Randal  Billington,  21  50 

Jason  G.  Cummings  and  wife,  3  00 

Hannah  Aldrich,  8  00 

Mrs.  G.  H.  Gabrey  and  child,  8  87 

Mrs.  Minnie  Thompson  and  child,  3  43 

Dr.  M.  W.  Knight,  attendance  Whalen  child, 

old  bill,  20  00 
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Gilbert  Gaskill,  care  of  130  tramps  at  15  cts.,  $19  50 
Gilbert  Gaskill,  broom,  pail  and  shavings  for 


tramp  house,  50 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  wood  for  tramp  house,  4  50 

E.  A.  Bates,  wood  for  tramp  house,  2  00 

L.  Freeman,  postage  stamps,  1  24 

L.  Freeman,  services  as  Overseer  of  Poor,  35  00 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  “  “  “  6  00 

Edward  Dixon,  “  “  “  6  00 

Balance  in  hands  of  overseers,  3  43 


- $1,145  31 


Fi  ■om  the  whole  amount  paid  for  support  of  poor, 
Deduct  what  was  due  for  the  support  of  the  pau- 


pers  to  March  4,  1889, 

$90  38 

Whdt  has  been  paid  out  for  Whalen  child, 

20  00 

u  a 

“  Boston, 

58  00 

a  a 

“  Uxbridge, 

31  50 

<c  a 

“  Northbridge, 

8  00 

«(  a 

“  Milford, 

8  87 

61  CC 

“  Blackstone, 

3  43 

$1,141  88 


$220  18 


$921  70 

Add  what  will  be  due  for  support  of  paupers  to  March 

3,  1890,  •  $80  84 


Cost  of  supporting  the  poor  for  the  year  ending  March 

3,  1890,  $1,002  54 

Due  from  Uxbridge,  $31.50;  Milford,  $8.87;  Blackstone, 
$3.43. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN,  )  Overseers 
GILBERT  GASKILL,  of 

EDWARD  DIXON,  )  Poor. 


Mendon,  Feb.  10,  1890. 
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REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK. 


To  express  paid  on  Mass.  Reports  and  other 

public  documents  during  the  year,  $3  20 

To  postage  paid  on  election,  registration  and 

other  returns  during  the  year,  45 

To  cash  paid  for  stationery  during  the  year,  35 

To  services  as  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Registrars, 

“  state  election  and  clerks’  meeting,  two  days, 
To  recording,  indexing  and  returning  15  births, 

“  “  “12  marriages, 

“  “  “  17  deaths, 

To  collecting  facts  for  return  of  8  deaths,  for  registration, 


$4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
7  50 
1  80 
3  40 
2  00 


$26  70 


DOGS  REGISTERED  IN  THE  YEAR  1889. 

Male  dogs,  83,  $166  00 

Female  dogs,  6,  30  00 

-  $196  00 

Less  clerk’s  fees,  17  80 


Balance  paid  County  Treasurer,  $178  20 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1889. 


DATE. 

Jan.  15,  1889, 
Mar.  31, 

April  7, 

“  27, 

May  2, 

July  11, 

Aug.  7, 

“  13, 

Sept.  17, 

“  24, 

“  25, 

Oct.  21, 

Nov.  1, 

“  11, 

Dec.  15, 


NAME  OF  CHILD. 

Blanche  Chipman, 
George  Taft  Kelley, 
Joseph  Driscoll, 

Edith  Wheelock  Lowell, 
Erie  Frederick  Giskill, 
Ruth  Lydia  Worthen, 
Albert  Kay  Scrivens, 
Abbie  Marion  Darling, 
Florence  Merle  Brown, 
Helen  May  Thayer, 
Edgar  Stanley  Wheeler, 
Warren  Dexter  Bates, 
Albert  Irving  Cromb, 
Stella  May  Brown, 
Rufus  Edwin  Taft, 


NAME  OF  PARENTS. 

Lewis  D.  and  Jennie  Chipman. 
William  D.  and  Sarah  J.  Kelley. 
Florence  and  Margaret  E.  Driscoll. 
Lucius  and  Alice  Lowell. 

Walter  A.  and  Hattie  E.  Gaskill. 
George  W.  and  Effie  E.  Worthen. 
George  and  Margaret  Ann  Scrivens 
George  H.  and  Nancy  Darling. 
Fred  F.  and  Eudora  Brown. 

Eilis  W.  and  Mary  E.  Thaver. 
Lyman  E.  and  Susan  I.  Wheeler. 
Lewis  and  Rosabel  Bates. 

George  B.  and  Nettie  L.  Cromb. 
Arthur  E.  and  Mary  Ann  Brown. 
Leonard  E.  and  Susan  M.  Taft. 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1889. 


DATE.  NAME  OF  GROOM  AND  BRIDE.  RESIDENCE  OF  EAC'H.^ 


Jan.  1,  1889, 

George  E.  Bates, 

Mendon. 

Emma  St.  George, 

Bellingham. 

Jan.  26, 

Samuel  E.  Everton, 

Mendon. 

Mary  S.  Rvan, 

Uxbridge. 

Mar.  IS, 

Irving  E.  Pearson, 

Mendon. 

Jennie  E.  Kingman, 

Mendon. 

May  8, 

Arthur  Robert  Taft, 

Uxbridge. 

Rosanna  Frances  George, 

Mendon. 

May  80, 

John  Buchannon, 

Mendon. 

Nellie  M.  Prentice, 

Mendon. 

June  26, 

Willie  Raymond  Cook, 

Bellingham^ 

Bertha  Clirk, 

Mendon. 

July  16, 

Henry  M.  Burr, 

Mendon. 

Cora  E.  Gaskill, 

Mendon. 

Aug.  9, 

Wilfred  Gaskill, 

Mendon. 

Eleanor  Bennett, 

Hopedale. 

Aug.  10, 

Lester  G.  Newman, 

Brockton. 

Jennie  A  Brown, 

Mendon. 

Aug.  IS, 

Arthur  E.  Brown, 

Mendon. 

Mary  Ann  Carmody, 

Uxbridge. 

Oct.  15, 

Albion  Andrew  Gaskill, 

Mendon. 

Abbie  Frances  Hicks, 

Sutton. 

Nov.  13, 

Frank  M.  Aldrich, 

Mendon. 

Florence  II.  Taft, 

Mendon. 

DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN 

1889. 

DATE. 

NAME  OF  DECEASED. 

AGE. 

RESIDENCE. 

Yrs.  Mos.  Days. 

Feb.  S,  1SS9. 

Robert  Best, 

3 

Mendon 

12,  “ 

Henry  A.  Parker, 

54 

9 

2 

Mar.  5,  “ 

Jane  Fowler, 

76 

t) 

10  “ 

10,  “ 

Doton  Smith, 

96 

8 

28  “ 

15,  “ 

Martha  Smith, 

89 

April  21,  “ 

Dwight  Ellis, 

87 

8 

23  “ 

25,  “ 

Joseph  Driscoll, 

18 

May  13,  “ 

Bridget  Casev, 

62 

a- 

16,  “ 

Clara  A.  Curliss, 

1 

2 

6 

July  24,  “ 

William  B.  Butman, 

81 

3 

13  “ 

Sept.  24,  “ 

Anna  L.  Aldrich, 

40 

5 

tf 

25,  “ 

John  T.  Morris, 

20 

3 

if 

Oct.  17,  “ 

Freelove  Amanda  Greene, 

5 

tf 

Nov.  14,  “ 

Sarah  P.  Wood, 

71 

2 

13  “ 

Dec.  S,  “ 

Thomas  F.  Coleman, 

35 

11 

17 

12,  “ 

Rufus  M.  Aldrich, 

63 

1 

4  “ 

24,  “ 

Olive  Walden, 

89 

7 

8  “ 

DAVID  ADAMS,  Town  Clerk. 

Mention,  February  12,  1890. 


TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 


NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF 
THE  TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  Trustees  take  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  benefits  de¬ 
rived  from  the  use  of  the  Library  continue  to  be  appreciated,  and 
that  it  has  become  an  institution  with  which  the  citizens  would 
t>e  loath  to  part. 

The  Trustees  were  obliged,  reluctantly,  to  accept,  June  1, 
the  resignation  of  Miss  Mary  E.  Dudley,  who  had  faithfully  and 
acceptably  filled  the  office  of  Librarian  almost  from  the  founding 
of  the  Library,  and  who  resigned  on  account  of  ill  health;  they 
deemed  themselves  fortunate  to  at  once  secure  the  services  of 
Miss  Lena  Williams,  who  has  satisfactorily  filled  the  position 
during  the  balance  of  the  present  year,  and  has  been  engaged  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

To  carry  out  the  vote  of  the  Town  authorizing  the  alteration 
and  repair  of  the  Library  Building  to  fit  it  for  the  exclusive  use 
of  the  Library,  the  Trustees  elected  a  Committee,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Williams,  Adams  and  George,  to  have  charge  of  such 
alterations  and  repairs,  and  to  refurnish  the  room.  The  Commit¬ 
tee  has  attended  to  that  duty,  and  the  result  is  visible  to  any  one 
visiting  the  Library  Room. 

The  small  room  formerly  occupied  by  the  Town  safes  and 
other  Town  property,  has  been,  by  the  removal  of  a  partition, 
thrown  into  an  alcove  alongside  of  the  one  first  used  for  books. 
"This  new  alcove  has  been  fitted  with  shelves  to  correspond  with 
those  in  the  original 'one,  the  Librarian’s  desk  has  been  brought 
forward  and  placed  in  front  of  the  partition  between  the  alcoves, 
aud  being  connected  with  the  sides  of  the  room  by  rails  and 
close  panels,  the  space  devoted  to  books  is  separated  from  the 
public  portion  of  the  room,  and  easy  access  to  either  alcove  is  se¬ 
cured  to  the  Librarian. 

The  ceiling  of  the  room  altered  as  above  was  formerly  some 
12  inches  lower  than  the  rest  of  the  ceiling  in  the  building;  this 
has  been  raised,  and  by  placing  a  similar  arch  in  its  front,  the 
two  alcoves  present  a  uniformity  not  otherwise  attainable.  The 
veiling  of  the  main  room  was  found  to  be  so  cracked  and  loose  as 
to  make  it  good  policy  to  replace  the  same  with  new,  which  was 
done.  T1  ie  old  wood-work  was  grained  in  imitation  of  ancient 
oak,  and  with  the  new  was  treated  to  a  coat  of  varnish,  the  ceil¬ 
ings  were  whitened,  and  paper  matching  the  wood-work  placed 
upon  the  walls.  The  floor  was  painted,  new  curtains,  tables  and 
chairs  were  furnished;  the  outside  of  the  building  and  the  fence 


14 


around  the  lot  painted,  and  the  sign  re-gilded.  The  room  was 
then  opened  for  the  uses  of  the  Library,  showing  an  adaptability 
to  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  used,  and  presenting  an  appear¬ 
ance  of  comfort  and  respectability  which  the  Trustees  hope  has 
met  the  approval  of  the  citizens.  It  was  impracticable  to  com¬ 
mence  on  these  alterations  until  the  new  offices  for  the  Town 
Officers  were  sufficiently  near  completion  so  that  the  Town’s  pro¬ 
perty  could  be  removed  thereto.  The  delay  in  consequence 
brought  the  completion  of  the  work  on  the  Library  at  so  late  a 
date  that  it  w4as  deemed  advisable  that  no  action  be  taken  in  the 
matter  of  a  new  catalogue  until  next  year,  thus  giving  the  Trus¬ 
tees  and  the  new  Librarian  a  chance  to  become  better  acquainted 
with  the  capacity  of  the  shelf-room,  and  to  find  the  best  division 
which  can  be  made  of  it;  but  the  necessity  for  a  new  catalogue 
is  a  growing  one  and  should  be  met  the  coming  year. 

The  Report  of  the  Librarian,  and  that  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Trustees,  which  will  be  found  in  connection  with  this  report,  are 
referred  to  for  special  information  in  those  departments. 

The  Trustees  tender  the  thanks  of  the  citizens  to  all  those 
who  have  donated  books,  magazines  or  pamphlets  to  the  Library 
during  the  past  year.  The  books  were  examined  February  1 
current,  and  were  found  all  accounted  for  and  in  good  condition. 
The  Library  was  re-opened  February  8. 

The  Trustees  recommend  an  appropriation  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  Library  the  ensuing 
year. 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

G.  B.  WILLIAMS, 

Trustees  Taft  Public  Library, 

Mendon,  Feb.  8,  1890. 

LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library: — 

The  ninth  annual  report,  founded  upon  the  records  kept  by 
Miss  Mary  E.  Dudley  up  to  June  8,  and  afterwards  by  the  unde¬ 
signed,  is  submitted  for  your  approval. 

The  Library  re-opened  for  the  delivery  of  books  Febru¬ 
ary  9.  The  whole  circulation  during  the  year  was  3,871, — 355 
less  than  last  year.  One  cause  for  the  decrease  is  the  fact  that 
the  Library  was  closed  two  Saturdays  in  September,  while  re¬ 
pairs  were  being  made.  The  largest  number  of  books  given  out 
any  week  was  102;  the  least  number  39;  the  average  number  79. 

The  circulation  by  divisions  was  as  follows:  Agriculture,  21; 
Biography,  153;  History,  193;  Travel,  151;  Educational,  fil ; 
Poetry,  28;  Miscellaneous,  100;  Novels,  2870;  Periodicals,  294. 

The  whole  number  of  volumes  belonging  to  the  Library  is 
2689.  83  were  added  the  past  year,  of  which  63  were  bought  by 

the  Town  and  20  were  presented;  13  other  volumes,  heretofore 
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stored,  have  been  placed  upon  the  shelves  since  the  shelf-room 
was  increased.  Those  given  came  from  the  following  persons^ 
Edward  A.  Mosely,  2 ;  Hon.  Henry  B.  Peirce,  9;  Rev.  C.  A. 
Staples,  5 ;  Hon.  George  F.  Hoar,  4. 

Harper’s  Magazine  for  1888  was  given  by  J.  A.  George,  and 
several  other  pamphlets  have  come  from  different  persons.  $6.90 
has  been  received  for  fines  and  cards.  All  books  were  returned 
on  February  1,  in  obedience  to  the  seventh  rule  in  the  catalogue^ 

LENA  WILLIAMS, 

*  Librarian. 

Mendon,  February  3,  1890. 

TREASURER’S  REPORT. 

Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public 
Library  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  1,  1890: — 

Dr. 


To  cash 

received  on  eight  orders  of  Selectmen, 

$359 

76 

1 1 

‘  of  J.  A.  George  for  curtains, 

50 

C< 

c  Lena  Williams,  cards,  fines,  etc., 

6 

90 

$367 

16 

Cb. 

Cash  paid  W.  B.  Clarke  &  Co.,  books, 

•$  75 

60 

u 

Mary  PL  Dudley,  4  mos.  services  as  Librarian, 

17 

00 

u 

J.  A.  George,  book, 

Weed  Bros.  &  Lent,  stock  and  labor, 

1 

00 

a 

118 

00 

u 

Julia  Brigdalc,  labor, 

76 

u 

William  Henry,  labor, 

1 

20 

u 

A.  C.  Chilson,  stock  and  labor, 

52 

16 

u 

A.  S.  Pickering,  labor, 

16 

76 

a 

Avery  &  Woodbury,  paper, 

3 

86 

a 

Hixon  Bros.,  furniture, 

17 

36 

« 

PI.  J.  Hearing,  curtains,  etc., 

7 

56 

u 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  labor,  etc., 

5 

40 

u 

G.  B.  Williams,  paper, 

2 

00 

u 

Berton  Williams,  labor, 

4 

76 

u 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  sand, 

2 

00 

u 

Lena  Williams,  8  mos.  services  as  Librarian, 

33 

00 

a 

Lena  Williams,  expresSage,  etc., 

Charles  R.  Ellis,  stock  and  labor, 

5 

3  4 

a 

3 

00 

Cash  on 

hand, 

44 

$367  16> 

•Respect fully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS,  Treasurer. 

Mendon,  Feb.  10,  1890. 

Examined-,  found  correct  and  with  proper  vouchers. 

G.  B.  WILLIAMS,  >  , 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE,  (  AlKlltors' 


Mendon,  Feb.  10,  1890. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


AND 


SUPERVISOR  OF  SCHOOLS, 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OP  MENDON, 


FOR  THE 


SCHOOL  YEAR  1889-90. 


MILFORD,  MASS.: 

43.  M.  BILLINGS,  PRINTER,  GAZETTE  OFFICE. 

1890. 


School  Committee. 


1889—1890. 

ORGANIZATION. 

FRANK  H.  WOOD,  Chairman,  Term  expires  1891' 

EDWARD  DIXON,  Secretary,  “  1892 

FREDERICK  BATES,  ’  “  1890 

EDWARD  DIXON,  Superintending  Committee. 

TRUANT  OFFICERS. 

WILLIAM  W.  NELSON,  HENRY  G.  BATESr 

JOHN  G.  BARROWS. 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  : — 

The  following  report  of  the  School  Committee  is  respectfully 
submitted.  The  Committee  organized  March  29,  1889,  and  as¬ 
signed  the  care  of  school  property  to  the  members  as  follows  : — 
West  and  Albeeville,  Frank  H.  Wood  ;  South,  Center  and 
North,  Edward  Dixon  ;  East,  Frederick  Bates.  The  rooms  at 
the  Center  have  been  papered  and  painted  and  the  Primary* 
room  stove  has  been  exchanged  for  a  more  suitable  one.  The 
total  expense  was  about  seventy-five  dollars.  The  South  school- 
house  has  been  painted,  and  the  walls  of  the  interior  tinted.  The 
interior  of  the  East  schoolhouse  has  been  painted,  and  new  cur¬ 
tains  and  two  new  settees  added.  A  few  minor  repairs  have 
been  made  in  all  the  schoolhouses.  The  school  year  has  been 
thirty  weeks.  Miss  Mary  E.  Dudley,  who  had  taught  the  Pri¬ 
mary  school  very  successfully  for  seven  consecutive  years,  felt 
obliged  to  resign  at  the  end  of  last  year  because  of  ill  health. 
The  Committee  consider  themselves  unfortunate  indeed  ir  losing 
her  services.  Two  others,  Mrs.  J.  G.  Barrows  and  Miss  Cora  E. 
Gaskill,  successful  teachers,  signified  their  intention  of  resigning 
their  positions  at  the  close  of  the  last  school  year. 

Thus  the  school  year  opened  with  the  loss  of  three  experi¬ 
enced  and  successful  teachers,  and  on  the  Committee  devolved 
the  unpleasant  task  of  trying  to  find  three  candidates  who  would 
fill  the  vacancies.  In  this  respect  they  were  the  most  fortunate 
at  the  South  school,  Miss  Thayer  proving  herself  a  faithful  and 
competent  teacher.  She  resigned  at  the  end  of  the  spring  term 
to  accept  a  better  position  in  Blackstone.  Miss  Bessie  Wilcox 
taught  the  school  the  remainder  of  the  year.  At  the  East  the 
teacher  resigned  at  the  end  of  the  seventh  week,  and  Mr.  Lyman 
Cook  was  engaged  for  the  position.  The  change  was  a  good  one. 
At  the  Primary  it  was  thought  advisable  to  secure  another 
teacher  in  the  fall  term,  and  again  for  the  winter  term.  As  the 
Primary  was  in  rather  a  demoralized  condition  at  the  end  of  the 
fall  term,  Miss  Hamant’s  task  of  bringing  the  school  under  proper 
discipline  was  a  hard  one.  Miss  Etta  M.  Hood  was  engaged  for 
the  winter  term  at  Albeeville.  The  condition  of  the  Grammar 
school  at  the  end  of  last  year  called  for  a  change  of  teachers. 
From  about  thirty  applicants  Miss  Briggs  was  elected.  She  had 
charge  of  the  school  for  the  year.  As  usual,  the  High  school 
principal  resigned  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Committee  being 
unable  to  prevail  upon  Mr.  Wendel  Williams,  who  taught  the 
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school  so  acceptably  last  year,  to  take  the  position  again  tnis  year. 
From  about  twenty  candidates  Mr.  F.  L.  Pattee,  a  graduate  of 
Dartmouth,  was  selected.  He  has  proved  himself  a  competent 
and  popular  teacher.  The  scholars  of  the  West  district  were 
again  transported  to  Albeeville,  at  a  cost  of  $150  for  the  year. 

Edward  Dixon  was  elected  Treasurer  of  the  Committee,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  School-book  Agent  for  the  year.  He  was  also  appointed 
Supervisor  of  Schools.  The  Committee  ask  that  the  town  settle  in 
a  definite  way  the  question  of  school  supervision.  If  it  instructs 
the  Committee  to  appoint  a  Superintendent,  an  appropriation 
should  be  made  for  his  salary,  for  if  this  is  not  done  there  is  no 
limit  to  what  the  Committee  may  pay  a  Superintendent.  That 
the  schools  must  be  superintended  is  not  one  of  choice  on  the  part 
of  the  town,  but  one  of  compulsion  on  the  part  of  the  state.  The 
town  has  the  choice  of  methods.  The  Committee  know  that  it 
will  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  secure  the  services  of  a  suitable 
person  for  the  customary  salary,  consequently  if  the  town  appro¬ 
priates  a  sum  no  larger  than  is  usually  paid  we  must  be  satisfied 
with  what  we  can  get  for  the  money. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


To  nine  town  orders, 


Dr. 


$2,660  00 


Cr. 


Teachers’  Wages  and  Transportation. 


Wendel  Williams  (old  bill), 

$  90  00 

Berton  Williams  “ 

10  40 

Mary  A.  Barrows  “ 

72  00 

Annie  W.  Gaskill  “ 

8  00 

F.  L.  Pattee, 

285  00 

Geneva  M.  Briggs, 

260  00 

Alice  M.  Smith, 

70  00 

Josie  W.  Bates, 

77  00 

Mariette  M.  Hamant, 

240  00 

Etta  M.  Hood, 

63  00 

Ada  C.  Taft, 

230  00 

Ella  F.  Thayer, 

60  00 

Bessie  W.  Wilcox, 

108  00 

Flora  E.  Crooks, 

50  40 

Lyman  Cook, 

161  00 

Frank  H.  Wood,  for  transportation  of 

scholars, 

150  00 

FUEL  AND  CARE  OF  ROOMS. 


W.  W.  Nelson,  care  of  fire,  (old  bill),  $  5  00 

“  “  (1889-90),  11  00 

Alfred  T.  Dixon,  “  “  10  00 

“  preparing  wood  and  kindlings,  4  00 
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Bessie  W.  Wilcox,  care  of  fire,  $  2  00 

Ella  F.  Thayer,  “  1  50 

Samuel  Warner,  “  4  00 

Ann  Quigley,  cleaning  schoolrooms,  4  00 

Kate  Foley,  “  2  00 

F.  H.  Wood,  cash  paid,  cleaning  schoolrooms,  3  25 
“  fuel,  10  10 

A.  A.  Taft,  fuel,  7  00 

J.  G.  Barrows,  fuel,  6  00 

Frederick  Bates,  fuel,  care  of  fire  (1888-89),  11  35 

Harry  Dixon,  sweeping  schoolrooms  (1889-90),  6  00 
Field"  Bros.,  coal,  20  26 

W.  E.  Dixon,  care  of  fire  (old  bill),  1  75 


Western  Pub.  House,  chart  (astronomical),  $12  50 
F.  M.  Ambrose,  2  Wor.  unabridged  diet’s.,  15  00 
“  2  Language  charts,  10  00 

Boston  School  Supply  Co.,  charts  (arith.),  5  20 


INCIDENTALS. 

Henry  W.  Brown,  repairs,  $  1  25 

Frederick  Bates,  repairs  and  supplies,  23  13 
W.  W.  Nelson,  use  of  well,  “  “  9  45 

Fred  Cole,  labor,  2  25 

A.  G.  Chilson,  labor,  83  47 

W.  E.  Dixon,  labor  and  taking  census,  4  00 

H.  A.  Aldrich,  postage,  4  00 

A.  P.  Scribner,  express,  12  10 

E.  L.  Smith,  use  of  well,  7  00 

“  labor,  2  75 

C.  H.  Albee,  use  of  well,  (1888-89),  3  00 

A.  T.  Dixon,  labor,  5  00 

F.  H.  French,  clock,  5  50 

F.  E.  Stevens,  use  of  carriage,  1  50 

T.  E.  Curran,  supplies,  1  25 

Ella  F.  Thayer,  supplies,  62 

I.  O.  Rhodes,  supplies,  2  23 

Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies,  6  11 

“  stove,  25  00 

Frank  H.  Wood,  supplies,  1  10 

Edward  Dixon,  services  treasurer  of  School 

Committee,  (1888-89/,  10  00 

Fare  to  Boston  (twice),  4  00 

Services  as  school-book  agent,  30  00 
Supervision  to  Jan.  1,  1890,  50  00 

Paid  for  supplies  and  labor,  1  35 
Boston  School  Supply  Co.,  39  64 

F.  M.  Ambrose,  2  00 

D.  Appleton,  2  71^ 


$2,044  01 


$42  7© 


% 


$372  57 


6 


Ginn  &  Co., 

$  12 

12 

Van  Antwerp,  Bragg  &  Co., 

20 

04 

SUMMARY. 

Teachers’  wages, 

$1,934 

80 

Fuel  and  care  of  rooms, 

Apparatus  from  school  fund, 

109 

21 

42 

70 

Incidentals, 

Text-books  and  supplies, 

372 

57 

152 

17 

Cash  paid  town  treasurer, 

48 

55 

- $2,660  00 

EDWARD  DIXON,  Treasurer. 


SCHOOL  BOOK  AGENT’S  REPORT. 


Dr. 

To  books  and  supplies  purchased  : — 


Boston  School  Supply  Co.,  $53  40 

Van  Antwerp,  Bragg  &  Co.,  66  14 

E.  M.  Ambrose,  19  77 

D.  Appleton,  12  86 


$152  17 

To  books  and  supplies  on  hfind,  24  31 


Cr. 

By  books  and  supplies  furnished  : — 


High  school,  37  00 

Grammar  school,  35  08 

Primary  school,  30  02 

North  school,  17  06 

South  school,  10  10 

East  school,  10  04 

Albeeville  school,  8  16 


$147  46 

Books  and  supplies  on  hand,  29  02 


$176  48 


$176  48 


BOOKS  AND  SUPPLIES  ON  HAND. 


16  White’s  Elementary  Arithmetics,  $6  72 

5  Eggleston’s  U.  S.  Histories,  5  25 

4  Lippincott’s  First  Readers,  67 

2  Davis’  Firjt  Readers,  teacher’s  edition,  70 

2  “  pupil’s  “  50 


12  Eclectic  Primers, 

$  1  25 

90 

First  Readers, 

3  00 

12 

Second  “ 

3  00 

11  “ 

Third  “ 

3  85 

5  “ 

F  ourth  “ 

2  10 

12 

Drawing  books, 

1  00 

1  Package  blotters, 

50 

4  Slates, 

20 

4  Doz.  Lead  Pencils, 

28 

$29  02 


EDWARD  DIXON,  Agent. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


RESOURCES. 

Town  appropriation, 

Income  from  state  school  fund, 

Income  from  dog  tax, 

Due  for  out-of-town  scholars, 

EXPENDITURES. 

Teachers’  wages,  fuel  and  care  of  rooms, 
Apparatus  from  school  fund, 

Teachers’  wages  unpaid, 

Bill  for  care  of  fire  unpaid, 


Old  bills  (above  last  year’s  estimate), 


$1,600  00 
205  04 
141  13 
24  00 


$1863  61 
42  70 
75  00 
3  00 


$1984  31 
14  15 


Amount  unexpended,  one  cent. 


$1,970  17 


$1,970  16 


SUPERVISOR’S  REPORT. 


As  the  Committee  were  unable  to  unite  with  t lie  School  Com¬ 
mittees  of  other  towns  in  employing  a  District  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  and  as  the  town  voted  that  the  School  Committee  should 
1  not  appoint  a  Superintendent  of  Schools  for  the  town,  the  task  of 
supervision  has,  this  year,  fallen  upon  the  Committee.  Supervis¬ 
ion  being  compulsory,  it  finally  resulted  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board,  much  against  his  desires,  assumed  the  duties  of  Supervisor, 
Although  the  time  at  his  disposal  is  very  limited,  he  has  given 
almost  all  of  it  to  this  work.  He  feels  that  he  ha*,  at  least,  given 
as  much  time  to  supervision  as  the  salary  pays  for. 

On  the  wdiole,  the  schools  are  not  in  as  prosperous  a  condi¬ 
tion  as  they  should  be,  but  perhaps  they  are  as  good  as  the  town 
ought  to  expect  under  existing  conditions.  There  are  fourteen 
more  scholars  of  school  age  this  year  than  last. 

ATTENDANCE. 

One  of  the  evils  the  schools  have  to  contend  with  is  irregu¬ 
lar  attendance.  Many  parents  seem  to  think  that  a  half-day’s  or 
a  day’s  absence,  occasionally,  will  not  make  much  difference  to 
the  scholar  or  the  school,  but  it  is  not  so.  The  prosperity  of  the 
school  depends,  in  a  great  degree,  upon  the  attendance  of  every 
scholar  every  day. 

The  state  authorities  have  recognized  this  fact  in  the  law 
making  attendance  at  school  compulsory  for  twenty  weeks  in  the 
year.  The  law  means  that  all  children  between  eight  and  four¬ 
teen  years  of  age,  (health  permitting,)  shall  attend  school  six 
hours  a  day  for  twenty  weeks ;  that  for  twenty  weeks,  every 
school  day  a  scholar  is  not  in  school  six  hours,  the  law  is  broken  'r 
that  for  every  such  offence  the  parent  or  guardian  is  liable  to  a 
fine  of  twenty  dollars  or  less.  The  law  should  be  respected. 
To  cause  a  child  to  be  irregular  in  attendance  and  then  blame 
the  teacher  for  the  bad  results  that  follow  such  irregular¬ 
ity  is  very  unjust.  Parents  should  make  every  effort  to  have 
their  children  in  school  every  day;  and  when  they  fail  to  do  so, 
the  truant  officers  should  know  why  they  are  not  there. 

ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

Names  of  Scholars  Neither  Absent  Nor  Tardy. 

One  Term. 

High  School. — Nancy  C.  Wood,  Laura  Warner,  William* 
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South  wick,  Annie  Aldrich,  Cora  Taft,  Abigail  Taft,  Alfred  T, 
Dixon,  Lewis  Wood. 

Grammar  School. — Morton  Holbrook,  Ernest  Tucker,  John 
Tucker,  Ernest  Metcalf,  Mason  Kinsley,  W alter  Towne,  Clarence 
Moores,*  Nettie  Nutter,  Grace  Nutter. 

Primary  School. — Bessie  Cook,  Mary  Kelley,  Sabray 
Moores,  Minnie  Wood,  Etta  Stinson,  Mabel  I.  Wheeler,  Sarah  L. 
Staples,  Bertha  P.  Metcalf,  Jerry  Driscoll,  Nathan  F.  Towne, 
Oliver  Moores,  William  Driscoll,  Edward  Driscoll. 

North  School. — Dwight  Davenport,  Fred  Davenport,  Er¬ 
nest  Davenport,  John  Grady. 

South  School. — Ida  M.  Barrows,  Bennie  Barrows,  Charles 
Daniels,  Leon  Daniels. 

East  School — Jennie  Tingley,  Bertha  Horton,  Ellen  Tay¬ 
lor,  Charles  Cook,  Waldo  Aiockwood,  Willie  Rockwood,  Norman 
Cook. 

Albeeville  School. — William  Aldrich,  Mary  L.  W ood, 
Laura  Cunningham,  Mary  Hoard,  William  Broughey. 

Tivo  Terms. 

Grammar. — Arthur  Pond,  Everett  Darling,  Harry  Dixon, 
Florence  Snow. 

Primary. — Jessie  Wheeler. 

North. — Ida  Darling,  Ora  Davenport,  Richard  Odium. 

South. — John  Daniels. 

East. — Bertha  Sprague,  Cora  Mungur. 

Albeeville. — Estine  Taft,  Theresa  Moore. 

One  Year. 

Primary". — Norman  Wheeler. 

North. — Rosie  Quigley. 

Albeeville. — Flattie  Albee. 

Two  Years. 

North. — Willie  Mahaney. 

SCHOOLHOUSES. 

For  the  past  few  years  there  has  been  a  steady  improvement 
in  the  condition  of  our  schoolhouses  and  their  surroundings,  so 
that  compared  with  what  they  were  several  years  ago  there  is 
much  to  be  tbankfnl  for;  but  they  are  yet  far  from  being  satisfac¬ 
tory.  Many  alterations  and  repairs  are  yet  needed  to  put  them 
in  even  fair  condition,  and  undoubtedly  some  of  them  would  have 
been  made  this  year,  but  the  Committee  thought  it  best  not  to 
put  the  town  to  much  expense  until  the  buildings  had  been  visit¬ 
ed  by  the  state  inspector  of  public  building'.  The  out-buildings 
and  the  ventilation  of  schoolrooms  should  receive  the  immediate 
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attention  of  the  Committee.  All  the  schoolhouses  except  the, 
North  have  no  other  means  of  ventilation  than  by  opening  doors 
or  windows.  This  method  is  always  dangerous  to  employ  because 
it  is  apt  to  subject  scholars  to  draughts,  and  thus  endangers  their 
health.  The  only  building  that  approaches  a  modern*  school- 
house  is  the  North.  Here  a  new  chimney  should  be  built,  a  new 
fence  put  up,  the  yard  improved;  and  the  well,  at  present  useless, 
should,  if  possible,  be  put  into  condition  for  use.  The  Center 
schoolrooms  and  surroundings,  all  things  considered,  are  in  the 
worst  condition  of  any.  But  as  the  state  inspector  has  recently 
visited  this  building,  the  town  will  probably  have  its  condition 
fully  made  known  through  another  channel.  The  yard  should 
be  divided  and  properly  fenced  to  separate  the  sexes  at  recess. 
To  make  the  division  at  all  equal  the  yard  must  be  enlarged  on 
the  north  side.  It  should  a]so  be  fenced  off  from  the  road.  The 
scholars  should  feel  that  the  schoolyard  is  especially  for  their  use. 
When  a  schoolyard  extends  to  the  street,  and  there  is  no  fence 
between,  the  boundary  is  so  indefinite  that  scholars  cannot  be 
expected  to  recognize  it.  So  long  as  the  schoolhouses  empty 
themselves  into  the  highway,  we  must  expect  to  find  scholars  at 
all  times  of  the  day  traveling  the  public  streets. 

The  South  schoolhouse  needs  immediate  attention.  In  this 
room  are  found  the  old  fashioned  hoard  seats,  uncomfortable, 
unsightly.  As  it  seems  necessary  there  should  be  a  school  here, 
the  scholars  should  cease  to  be  made  martyrs  of. 

The  East  schoolhouse  needs  renovating.  The  room  is  cer¬ 
tainly  too  small  for  good  work,  there -is  no  place  provided  for 
scholars  to  hang  up  their  clothes,  and  no  woodshed.  The  Albee- 
ville  schoolhouse  and  surroundings  are  in  fair  condition,  still 
there  are  many  things  that  might  be  done  to  improve  them. 

CARE  Oh'  ROOMS. 

“The  duties  in  the  way  of  housekeeping  which  devolve  upon 
janitors  and  teachers  are  ot‘  the  utmost  importance  educationally.” 
Certainly  in  a  town  like  ours  the  teachers  should  be  able,  in  an 
emergency,  to  build  a  fire,  and  be  possessed  of  the  requisite  skill 
to  run  one  successfully  through  the  day,  especially  when  she  can 
always  have  the  willing  assistance  of  the  scholars.  She  should 
have  interest  enough  in  the  welfare  of  her  school  to  see  that  the 
roam  is  ventilated  before  each  session  is  begun,  and  at  both  re¬ 
cesses  ;  that  the  floor  is  kept  clean,  and  the  room  dusted  at  least 
once  a  day.  In  fact,  the  School  Committee  look  to  the  teachers  to 
keep  their  rooms  in  as  good  condition  for  work  as  the  appliances 
at  their  command  will  permit.  Teachers  have  made  no  com¬ 
plaint  to  the  School  Committee  that  janitors  have  neglected  their 
work,  but  there  have  been  times  when  they  ought  to. 

Educational  critics  say  that  School  Committees,  as  a  rule, 
employ  for  janitors  either  old  men  or  boys,  a,nd  neither  class  can 
dfo  the  work  properly.  So  far  as  we  are  concerned,  the  work  of 
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janitor  is  usually  performed  by  a  boy,  poorly  paid,  and  as  a  con¬ 
sequence,  we  do  not  have  the  highest  order  of  work.  As  no  rea¬ 
sonable  person  would  expect  the  town  to  pay  a  man  to  devote  his 
whole  time  to  the  care  of  two  or  three  schoolhouses,  and  as  the 
work  ought  to  be  done  by  somebody,  we  must  of  necessity  depend 
upon  our  teachers  for  part  of  it.  It  is  the  teacher’s  especial  priv¬ 
ilege  to  control,  so  far  as  possible,  the  temperature  of  the  room 
during  school  hours,  and  the  School  Committee  would  no  more 
wish  the  janitors  to  encroach  upon  this  privilege  than  they  would 
to  h^ve  the  janitor  enter  the  room  and  take  charge  of  a  recita¬ 
tion. 

Janitors,  after  they  have  attended  to  their  morning  duties  in 
the  schoolroom,  should  lock  the  door,  allowing  no  scholars  to 
remain  in  the  room.  The  teachers  should  see  that  they  do  so,  as 
they  and  not  the  janitors  are  held  responsible  for  damage  done  to 
school  property  by  the  scholars.  To  say  “such  damage  was  done 
before  school  or  at  noon”  does  not  relieve  the  teachers  of  the  re¬ 
sponsibility.  The  town  provides  the  building  to  be  used  for 
school  purposes.  It  is  not  incumbent  upon  the  town  to  furnish  a 
room  for  a  play-ground  an  hour  before  school  begins,  or  for  a 
dining-room  at  noon.  If  scholars  have  the  use  of  the  rooms  at 
such  times,  it  should  be  on  condition  of  good  behavior.  This  is 
the  least  appreciation  they  can  show  for  the  privilege.  When  at 
such  times  scholars  break  windows  for  fun,  make  footballs  of  six- 
dollar  globes  and  use  for  drums  forty-dollar  stoves,  it  is  time  to 
initiate  a  reform,  even  at  the  expense  of  old  customs. 

Whenever  school  property  is  damaged,  the  teachers  should 
forthwith  report  such  damage  to  the  Committee,  together  with,  if 
possible,  the  names  of  those  committing  it.  For  many  reasons 
teachers  should  reach  the  schoolhouse  earlier  than  they  have 
been  accustomed  to. 


SESSIONS. 

In  all  schools  except  the  High,  the  sessions  are  from  9  a.  m. 
to  12  m.,  and  from  1.  p.  m.  to  4  p.  m.,  with  two  recesses  of  fifteen 
minutes  each,  unless  changed  by  direction  of  the  School  Commit¬ 
tee.  When  a  teacher  changes  the  time  of  the  sessions  without 
such  direction  she  assumes  the  duties  of  the  Committee.  Of 
course  this  closing  the  school  occasionally  to  suit  her  convenience 
is  recognized  by  the  teachers  as  a  privilege  their  predecessors 
have  enjoyed  many  years.  They  have  no  thought  of  doing 
wrong.  They  regard  it  as  a  long-established  custom.  Neverthe¬ 
less  it  is  a  custom  that  should  not  prevail. 

Teachers  should  aim  to  be  prompt  in  opening  and  closing 
school.  Scholars  should  know  school  will  begin  promptly  at  a 
certain  time.  They  should  know  also  that,  providing  they  are 
not  detained  after  hours  for  punishment,  they  will  be  let  out  ex¬ 
actly  on  time.  When  a  teacher  is  sick,  or  for  some  other  reason 
cannot  teach  her  school,  she  should  immediately  notify  the  mem- 
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ber  of  the  School  Committee  having  charge  of  that  school.  It 
might  happen  that  he  would  rather  put  in  a  substitute  teacher 
than  have  the  school  closed. 


TEACHERS. 

James  Russell  Lowell  says:  “We  cannot  have  ideal  teachers 
in  our  public  schools  for  the  price  we  pay  or  in  the  number  we 
require.”  For  most  of  our  teachers,  Mendon  is  a  “stopping 
place”  until  they  can  better  themselves.  They  are  looking  con¬ 
tinually  towards  some  other  town  that  pays  higher  wages  and  has 
a  longer  school  year,  consequently  they  are,  in  a  certain  sense, 
dissatisfied  with  their  positions  and  lack  proper  interest  in  their 
work.  Teachers  are  plentiful  enough  and  can  always  be  engaged 
for  the  wages  we  pay,  but  some  of  them  are  dear  at  any  price. 
The  frequent  changes  in  our  teaching  force,  in  most  cases  unavoid¬ 
ably  necessary,  are  bad  for  our  schools.  How  this  state  of  things 
is  to  be  remedied  is  a  difficult  problem.  Many  of  our  citizens 
think  higher  wages  will  speedily  solve  it.  That  is  not  so  in  all 
cases.  I  have  met  teachers  in  Boston  several  times  and  tried 
hard  to  have  them  come  to  Mendon  to  teach  ;  but  as  soon  as  they 
learned  the  town  is  three  miles  from  .a  railway  station,  they 
wouldn’t  entertain  the  proposition  for  a  moment,  although  the 
wages  were  satisfactory. 


METHODS. 

A.  W.  Edson,  in  the  last  state  report,  says :  “One  would  sup¬ 
pose,  after  all  that  has  been  said  or  written  of  late  in  favor  of 
topical  teaching,  that  the  hand-to-mouth  style  of  questioning  and 
answering  would  be  done  away  with  by  this  time  ;  but  such  is  not 
the  case.”  This  hand-to-mouth  way  of  conducting  recitations  is 
the  one  that  prevails  in  our  schools.  The  text-book  is  king  and 
the  schools  are  its  slaves.  It  almost  absolutely  governs  all  the 
questions  and  answers.  Independent  thought  is  lost  sight  of 
almost  completely.  “To  repeat  the  words  correctly  seems  to  be 
everything  ;  to  understand  the  meaning  nothing.”  Children  can¬ 
not  be  taught  to  think  by  learning  page  after  page  of  disconnected 
facts.  Such  work  simply  exercises  the  memory  in  a  bad  way 
and  substitutes  for  good,  solid  school  work  a  glittering  sham. 
The  proper  training  of  the  mind  is  of  infinitely  more  consequence 
in  school  than  is  the  gaining  of  a  knowledge  of  facts.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  pages  a  scholar  has  “been  over”  in  a  term  is  of  little  conse¬ 
quence  compared  with  the  knowledge  he  has  acquired  and  his 
method  of  acquiring  it.  The  notion  that  “getting  through”  a 
book  implies  a  positive  amount  of  knowledge  gained,  or  training 
received,  is  a  fallacious  one.  We  should  have  better  work  done 
in  our  schools.  The  most  urgent  need  of  reform  in  methods  of 
teaching  lies  in  the  Primary  grades.  In  the  district  schools  the 
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teachers  find  work  enough  to  do  in  the  upper  classes,  work  more 
congenial  to  their  tastes.  The  Primary  classes,  being  of  less  con¬ 
sequence  (?)  and  not  needed  to  show  off  the  school,  are  wofully 
neglected.  In  the  Centre,  where  an  attempt  is  made  to  have 
graded  schools,  the  Primary  is  overburdened.  There  is  too  much 
for  one  teacher  to  do.  She  has  the  same  number  of  grades  to 
teach  that  towns  around  us  have  from  two  to  four  teachers  for. 
There  is  need  of  an  Intermediate  school  at  the  Center.  No  sen¬ 
sible  person  would  claim  that,  with  all  the  advantages  our  chil¬ 
dren  enjoy,  one  teacher  ought  to  do  as  much  in  thirty  weeks  as 
can  be  done  for  children  of  other  towns  by  two  or  three  teachers 
in  thirty-six  to  forty  weeks.  Teachers  claim  that  the  conditions 
are  suchj  that  good  teaching  in  these  grades  ought  not  to  be  ex¬ 
pected,  yet  they  do  not  advance  a  sufficient  excuse  for  all  the 
poor  work  done  in  these  classes.  In  the  district  schools,  the 
teachers  cannot  afford  to  neglect  the  Primary  classes.  If  either 
grade  is  to  be  neglected,  by  all  means  let  it  be  the  Grammar,  for 
if  the  scholars  are  properly  taught  in  the  Primary  classes,  they 
will  know  how  to  do  almost  all  the  work  required  without  much 
direction  from  the  teacher,  because  they  will  have  formed  good 
habits  of  study.  It  is  no  easy  task  to  effect  a  change  in  methods. 
Teachers,  unless  they  are  constantly  on  their  guard,  and  contin¬ 
ually  trying  to  improve  their  minds  and  their  methods  of  teach¬ 
ing,  soon  fall  into  ruts.  A  prominent  educator  says  :  “It  takes 
ten  years  to  get  a  new  idea  under  way  in  our  public  schools.” 
Scholars  under  the  prevailing  superficial  methods  of  instruction 
have  formed  bad  habits  of  thought.  Before  good  work  can  be 
done  these  must  be  broken  up  and  good  habits  of  thought  substi¬ 
tuted.  But  when  will  it  be  done?  The  old  way  is  easier.  There 
is  much  more  “snap”  to  it.  The  scholars  are  so  much  better  satis¬ 
fied  with  themselves  in  giving  their  parrot-like  exercises,  and 
their  parents  are  better  pleased  to  hear  prompt  answers.  And 
when  scholars  who  have  “gone  through”  our  schools  come  to  min¬ 
gle  with  the  world,  where  they  have  every  opportunity  of  practi¬ 
cally  applying  the  knowledge  they  have  gained  in  school,  they 
discover  with  chagrin  that  they  have  forgotten  almost  all  they 
knew.  They  have  neither  knowledge,  nor  the  habits  of  acquir¬ 
ing  it.  Methods  of  teaching  that  do  not  make  scholars  think  are 
valueless. 


HOW  SHALL  OUR  SCHOOLS  BE  IMPROVED? 

1.  By  making  the  schoolhouses  and  surroundings  more  attrac¬ 
tive,  and  providing  proper  accommodations  for  the  scholars. 

2.  By  public  sympathy.  Every  citizen  should  feel  his  individu¬ 
al  responsibility  to  the  schools.  Intelligent  criticism  is  always  wel¬ 
comed  by  teachers  and  school  officers.  The  teacher  can  make  a 
good  school,  but  if  the  community  manifests  no  interest  in  her 
work,  is  it  any  wonder  she  soon  becomes  indifferent  to  results? 
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Citizens  should  visit  the  schools,  and  by  their  presence  extend 
their  support  to  the  teacher.  By  visiting,  they  can  observe  the 
work  of  the  school  and  thus  form  their  opinions  of  what  is  being' 
done,  intelligently. 

3.  By  lengthening  the  school  year  to  thirty-six  weeks.  This 
means  a  larger  appropriation  by  $400. 

4.  By  more  and  better  supervision.  No  right-thinking  per¬ 
son  would  contend  that  our  schools  can  be  superintended  as  they 
should  be  for  the  salary  now  paid. 

5.  The  schools  should  be  supplied  with  the  apparatus  need¬ 
ed  for  modern  methods. 

6.  There  should  be  a  decided  change  in  the  methods  of 
teaching. 

EDWARD  DIXON,  Supervisor  of  Schools- 

FRANK  H.  WOOD, 

EDWARD  DIXON, 

FREDERICK  BATES, 


School  Committee, 
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AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Selectmen,  Treasurer, 
O  verseers  of  the  Poor,  Surveyors  of  Highways,  School  Commit¬ 
tee,  and  Collector  of  Taxes,  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  and  that  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Taft  Public  Library,  for  the  past  municipal 
year,  and  find  them  correctly  kept  and  with  proper  vouchers. 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE,  Auditor. 

Mendon,  February  15,  1890. 


TOWN  WARRANT. 


Worcester  ss. — To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
in  the  County  of  Worcester,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are 
directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  quali¬ 
fied  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the  Town 
Hall,  in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  third  day  of  March,  next, 
punctually  at  ten  or clock,  a.  m.,  to  act  on  the  following  articles 
viz.  : — 

Article  1.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  in  said  meet¬ 
ing. 

Article  2.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  several  town  officers 
and  committees,  and  act  thereon. 

Article  3.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the  year 
ensuing. 

Article  4.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  are  necessary  to 
defray  town  charges,  and  make  appropriations  of  the  same. 

Article  5.  To  determine  the  manner  of  repairing  the  roads 
and  bridges  in  said  town  the  year  ensuing. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  town  will  require  the  School  Com¬ 
mittee  annually  to  appoint  a  Superintendent  of  Schools,  and  if 
so,  raise  and  appropriate  money  for  his  salary. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  list  of 
jurors  reported  by  the  Selectmen,  or  make  any  alterations  in  the 
same. 

Article  8.  To  see  what  measures,  if  any,  the  town  will 
adopt  to  secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  continue  the 
High  School. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Treasure? 
to  hire  money  to  pay  current  expenses  for  the  municipal  year 
commencing  March  3d,  1890,  in  anticipation  of  the  collection  of 
the  taxes. 

Article  11.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  as  to  its 
indebtedness  on  bond  outstanding. 

Article  12.  To  bring  in  their  ballots  “Yes”  or  “Mo”  in  an- 
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swer  to  the  question,  “Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  in¬ 
toxicating  liquors  in  this  town?” 

'•  Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  continue  communication 
by  telephone  with  Milford,  as  security  against  destruction  by 
fire,  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  14.  To  see  what  amount  of  money,  if  any,  the  town 
will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  for  conveying  pupils  to  and 
from  the  public  schools,  the  same  to  be  expended  by  the  School 
Committee  in  their  discretion. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  provisions  of 
sections  seventy-four,  seventy-five,  seventy-six  and  seventy-seven 
of  chapter  twenty-seven  of  the  Public  Statutes,  and  choose  three 
road  commissioners  as  set  forth  in  said  sections,  and  determine 
their  compensation. 

Article  16.  To  see  what  special  amount,  if  any,  the  town 
will  vote  to  appropriate  for  the  repair  of  the  road  leading  from 
the  residence  of  David  Adams  past  the  residence  of  Francis  F. 
Taft  to  the  Hopedale  line,  or  take  any  other  action  in  regard  to 
making  special  repairs  on  said  road  or  any  part  thereof. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  Chapter  309  of 
the  Acts  of  1885  in  relation  to  licensing  groves. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  determine  what  shall  be 
the  length  of  the  school  year. 

Article  19.  To  see  what  amount,  if  any,  the  town  will  raise 
and  appropriate  for  the  purchase  of  school  apparatus. 

Article  20.  To  see  what  alterations,  repairs  and  improve¬ 
ments,  if  any,  the  town  will  make  upon  the  basement  of  the  town 
hall,  the  schoolrooms  above,  the  hall  itself,  the  land,  buildings,  and 
fences  therewith  used,  and  upon  any  other  or  others  of  the 
town’s  school  buildings  and  the  furnishing  and  methods  of  heating 
and  ventilating  any  or  all  of  said  rooms  and  buildings. 

Article  21.  To  see  what  means,  if  any,  the  town  will  take 
towards  procuring  a  lot  for  a  new  schoolhouse  or  selecting  a  site 
therefor  on  land  now  owned  by  the  town,  and  building  and  fur¬ 
nishing  such  schoolhouse. 

Article  22.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  431  of  the  Acts  of  1888,  relating  to  the  employment  of  a 
.superintendent  of  schools,  and  appropriate  money  therefor. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant,  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  thereof  at  each  of  the  following  places  in  said 
town,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting, 
viz:  At  the  post-office,  and  on  the  door  of  the  schoolhouse  in 
Albeeville,  and  at  the  post-office  at  South  Milford. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
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your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  or  Town  Clerk,  before  the 
time  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  fifteenth  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety. 

GUSTAVUS  B.  WILLIAMS,  )  Selectmen 
ALBERT  W  GASKILL,  [  of 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN,  )  Mendon. 

A  true  copy.  Attest: — 


Constable  of  Mendon. 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT, 

The  undersigned.  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  for  the 
year  ending  March  2nd,  1891,  respectfully  submits  the  account  of 


his  doings. 

Me  debits  himself  with  the  following  assets,  viz.  : 

Received  of  Edward  L.  Smith  for  use  of 

town  hall .  $72  50 

Received  of  Austin  A.  Taft  on  notes  . .  3000  00 

of  Julius  A.  George  ‘*  500  00 

44  of  G.  R.  Williams,  for  use  of  tele¬ 
phone  .  20  45 

“  of  G.  B.  Williams,  tree  damage 

and  cost . . .  .  50  00 

44  of  S.  B.  Taft,  auctioneer’s  license  2  00 

44  of  S.  W.  Cook  ,k  *k  2  00 

44  of  John  C.  Wood,  license  for  alley  2  00 

44  of  Liberty  Freeman,  Collector  for 

1889* .  160  11 

44  of  Liberty  Freeman,  Collector  for 

1890 .  7016  67 

44  of  State  Treasurer,  as  follows  : 

Corporation  tax . -  $402  53 

National  Bank  tax .  509  48 

Military  Aid,  chap.  279 .  36  00 

44  ”  44  chap.  301 .  516  00—  1464  01 

44  of  State  Treasurer,  School  Fund  207  74 

44  of  Frank  H.  Wood,  for  posts -  2  00 

44  of  Julius  A.  George,  administrator, 

for  hay  scales .  37  23 

44  of  Count}7  Treasurer,  dog  fund.. .  172  65 

44  of  A  W.  Gaskill,  old  plank .  8  00 

4*  of  Edward  Dixon,  balance .  101  88 


$12,814  24 

He  credits  himself  with  the  following  sums : 

Paid  113  Town  Orders .  $7598  30 

44  Julius  A.  George,  note  and  interest...  506  00 

44  Ann  Quigley,  bond  and  interest .  525  00 

4*  Austin  A.  Taft,  notes  and  interest....  3081  75 

44  State  Tax....  .  507  50 

44  Balance  due  Treasurer  for  1889 .  77  05 


$12,295  60 

Cash  to  Balance .  518  64 


$12,814  24 

AUSTIN  A.  TAFT,  Treasurer. 


Mendon,  Feb.  14th,  1891. 
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SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
expenditures  of  the  town  for  the  municipal  year  ending  March  2, 
1891  : 

INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

Wood  &  Nye,  returning  16  deaths,  1888  and  1889 .  $4  00 

“  4i  9  44  1890  and  1891 .  2  25 

N.  G-.  Daniels,  rent  of  room  for  extinguisher  to  Nov. 

I,  1889 . 3  00 

L.  D.  Chipman.  rent  of  room  and  care  of  extinguisher 

to  Jan.  1,  1891  .  18  00 

E.  F.  Wood,  labor  on  extinguisher .  2  40 

G.  B.  Williams,  cash  paid  for  repairs  of  extinguisher. .  9  85 

41  44  44  “  supplies  for  44  ..  8  40 

Charles  H.  Allen,  services  as  fire  ward  at  Wilcox  fire..  2  00 

G.  B.  Williams,  cash  paid  expenses  committee  on  ven¬ 
tilation,  to  L}Tnn  . .  .  12  97 

G.  B  Williams,  reward  offered  and  damages  paid  own¬ 
ers,  tree  cases .  50  00 

G.  B.  Williams,  use  of  telephone .  60  00 

Waterman  Taft,  sawing  wood,  etc.,  for  town  officers’ 

rooms .  3  52 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  labor  on  Old  Cemetery,  balance  of  ac¬ 
count  .  4  20 

Stephen  Cook,  material  for  road  repairs .  20  00 

Dr.  J.  M.  French,  returning  3  births .  0  75 

H.  C.  Adams,  agent,  renewal  of  insurance  on  hall  and 

five  school  houses,  etc  .  10  72 

E.  L.  Smith,  special  services,  July  4,  1890 .  2  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  cash  paid  express  on  supplies  for  ex¬ 
tinguisher  .  0  50 

H.  C.  Adams,  cash  paid  express,  etc .  5  13 

G.  B.  Williams,  cash  paid  for  sundries .  3  85 

A.  V.  G.  Pond,  labor  on  extinguisher. . .  1  00 

44  one  foot  chestnut  wood  for  extinguisher  0  44 


$224  98 
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CARE  AND  SUPPLIES  FOR  TOWN  HALL. 

E.  L.  Smith,  care  of  hall  to  April  1,  1890 .  $55  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  sundries  for  hall  to  April  1,  1890  .  17  50 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal  for  hall .  15  82 

James  H.  Magee,  plastering .  8  45 

Weed  Bros.  &  Lent,  window  ventilators .  2  60 


$99  37 

SERVICES  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  lockup  keeper  to  April  1,  1890 .  5  00 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  assessing  taxes  of  1890 .  40  75 

W.  S.  Wilcox .  40  00 

Alanson  Freeman . 40  00 

44  services  as  inspector,  state  election..  2  50 

F.  C.  Wood,  44  “  “  ..  2  50 

Liberty  Freeman,  services  as  collector  of  taxes  of  1889  65  00 

E.  Dixon,  services  as  supervisor  of  schools,  1889-1890, 

balance .  25  00 

E.  Dixon,  services  as  school  committee,  visiting  and 

examinations,  1890-1891 .  27  50 

E.  Dixon,  services  as  treasurer  of  school  committee, 

1890-1891 .  10  00 

E.  Dixon,  services  as  school  book  agent .  30  00 

Lyman  Cook,  visiting  schools .  20  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  services  as  constable  to  March  2,  1891.. .  15  00 

H.  C.  Adams,  services  as  town  clerk  and  registrar..  ...  24  40 

Austin  A.  Taft,  services  as  treasurer,  1890-1891  .  35  00 

L  Freeman,  services  as  selectman  and  registrar .  31  50 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  44  44  -4  46  52 

G.  B.  Williams,44  44  44  49  75 


$510  42 

MILITARY  AID,  CHAPTER  279,  ACTS  OF  1889. 

John  Oakford..  .  $72  00 

SOLDIERS’  RELIEF,  CHAPTER  447,  ACTS  OF  1890. 

Abel  G.  Weatherhead .  $42  00 

Sylvia  Henry .  48  95 


$90  75 
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STATE  AID  TO  PENSIONERS,  CHAPTER  301, 
ACTS  OF  1889. 


John  Curley .  $72  00 

James  McKenna . 48  00 

Rufus  Hazard .  48  00 

Catherine  Foley .  24  00 

Abel  G.  Weatherhead .  120  00 

George  W.  Seisco .  48  00 

David  A.  Kingman .  72  00 

Waterman  Taft .  48  00 

Dexter  Inman .  72  00 

Caleb  V.  Smith . 48  00 

Sidney  W.  Goodell . 36  00 

Jason  G.  Cummings .  36  00 


$672  00 


PRINTING. 


G.  M.  Billings,  town  reports  of  1890.  ...  .  45  00 

F.  E.  Day,  for  collector .  2  50 

Cook  &  Sons,  dog  notices . .  2  50 


$50  00 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

The  town  refusing  to  choose  Road  Commissioners,  the  Select¬ 
men,  as  required  by  Chapter  98  of  the  Acts  of  1889,  appointed 
Mr.  F.  H.  Wood  superintendent  of  streets,  fixing  his  compensation 
at  25  cents  per  hour  of  actual  service. 

His  work  has  been  done  “under  the  direction  of  the  Selectmen,” 
and  to  their  entire  satisfaction.  Attention  is  called  to  his  report, 
following. 

We  believe  the  time  will  come  when  our  principal  roads  must  be 
macadamized,  and  that  the  work  cannot  be  begun  too  soon. 

Payments  on  account  of  roads  and  bridges  have  been  made  as 


follows,  viz  : 

J.  C.  Wood,  old  bill .  $4  66 

C.  H.  Howe,  surveyor,  old  bill .  2  60 

Town  of  Bellingham,  for  re-covering  one-half  of  Charles 

River  bridge .  6  41 

F.  H.  Wood,  superintendent,  as  reported  below,  16 

orders .  1804  97 


$1818  58 
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SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS,  SCHOOL  BOOKS, 
INCIDENTALS,  AND  APPARATUS. 


Paid  School  Committee  11  orders .  $3025  00 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Paid  Overseers  of  Poor,  12  orders .  $880  00 

THE  TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Paid  Trustees,  4  orders  .  . .  $155  00 

RECAPITULATION. 

Incidentals . I .  $224  98 

Town  Hall .  99  37 

Services  of  town  officers .  510  42 

Printing . , .  50  00 

State  aid  to  pensioners,  Chap.  301  .  672  00 

State  Military  aid,  Chap.  279 .  72  00 

Soldiers’  relief,  Chaps.  447,  1890,  and  298,  1889 .  90  95 

Roads .  1818  58 

Schools . , .  3025  00 

Poor.... .  880  00 

Library .  155  00 


$7598  30 

The  Selectmen  also  report  that  the  available  assets  of  the  town, 


known  to  them,  are  as  follows  : — 

Due  from  Collector,  list  of  1890 .  $226  19 

Due  from  State,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  301, 

to  Jan.  1,  1891,  12  months . .  658  00 

Due  from  State,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  301, 

to  March  1,  1891,  2  months .  114  00 

Due  from  State,  aid.  to  soldiers,  Chap.  279, 

to  Jan.  1,  1891,  12  months..., .  36  00 

Due  from  State,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  279, 

to  March  1,  1891,  2  months .  6  00 

Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer .  $518  64 — $1558  83 

The  liabilities  of  the  town,  so  far  as 
known,  are  as  follows  : — 

Outstanding  bills,  estimated .  $75  00 
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Due  town  officers .  75  00 

Due  High  School  Teacher,  at  close  of  terra  90  00 —  $240  00 


Net  balance  in  favor  of  the  town .  $1318  83 

Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  B.  WILLIAMS,  'j  Selectmen 
A.  W.  GASKILL,  l  of 
L  FREEMAN,  )  Mendon. 

Mendon,  Feb.  14,  18£1. 


APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1890. 


Schools .  $1600  00 

Poor .  800  00 

Roads. . . .  1500  00 

Milford  Road .  300  00 

Incidentals . 300  00 

Library .  225  00 

School  Books .  200  00 

School  Incidentals .  300  00 

School  Apparatus .  100  00 

Interest .  100  00 

Debt .  500  00 

School  Outhouses . 150  00 

Ventilation . 400  00 


% 
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COLLECTOR’S  REPORT, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN,  COLLECTOR  FOR  1889. 
Dr. 


Balance  uncollected,  Feb.  10,  1890 . 

Interest  received . 

,  $155  38 

10  73 

$166  11 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  treasurer . . . 

Abatements . 

160  11 

6  00 

-  $166  11 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN,  COLLECTOR  FOR  1890. 


Dr. 

Taxes  committed  for  collection . 

Additional  assessment . 

.  $7,638  34 

2  00 

44  24 

$7,684  58 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  treasurer  . 

Paid  County  tax . . 

Abatements . . . . 

$7,016,67 

415  00 

26  72 

$7,458  39 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  14,  1891 


$226  19 
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REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR, 


The  Overseers  of  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for  the  mu¬ 
nicipal  year  ending  March  2,  1891  : 

John  W.  Barry,  Mary  C.  Taft,  Edna  Allen,  Janie  Briggs, 
Jennie  Davenport,  Cora  M.  Gould  and  family,  George  H.  Wood, 
Francis  H.  Scisco,  Sally  Mellen,  Christina  Taft,  (having  a  settle¬ 
ment  in  Mendon),  Sophia  Taft  and  two  children,  (having  a  settle¬ 
ment  in  North-bridge) ,  Catherine  P.  Fostream,  (belonging  to  Bos¬ 
ton),  Jason  G.  Cummings  and  Joseph  H.  Wood,  (to  Uxbridge), 
have  been  wholly  or  partially  supported. 

The  Overseers  charge  themselves  with  the  receipt  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  named  funds  belonging  to  the  town  : — 


Balance  from  last  year . $3  48 

Twelve  town  orders .  880  00 

Town  of  Milford .  8  87 

Town  of  Blackstone . . . 3  43 

Town  of  Uxbridge .  45  00 

City  of  Boston . 40  65 

-  $981  38 


The  Overseers  credit  themselves  with  paying  the  following 


amounts : —  / 

FOR  SUPPORT  OF 

John  W.  Barry .  $169  46 

Mary  C.  Taft .  85  00 

Edna  Allen .  104  00 

Janie  Briggs . 31  00 

Jennie  Davenport . 72  00 

Cora  M.  Gould  and  family . 100  00 

George  H.  Wood .  109  50 

Francis  K.  Scisco .  24  00 

Sally  Mellen .  15  00 

Sophia  Taft  and  two  children .  65  21 

Christina  Taft . 23  00 

Catherine  P.  Fostream .  40  65 

Jason  G.  Cummings .  16  00 

Joseph  H.  Wood .  10  00 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  care  of  400  tramps .  60  00 

“  “  for  tramp  house,  sundries. .  1  05 

A.  W  Gaskill  wood  for  tramp  house .  6  88 

Henry  W  Gaskill,  services,  Overseer  of  Poor  6  00 
Gilbert  Gaskill,  “  “  “  6  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  “  “  “  35  00 

“  u  postage  stamps .  1  42 
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Cash  on  hand  to  balance 


From  the  whole  amount  paid  for  support  of 

poor . . 

Deduct  what  was  due  for  the  support  of  pau¬ 
pers  to  March  3,  1890 . . 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  Northbridge. .  . 

44  “  44  44  Boston . 

44  44  44  44  Uxbridge . 


21 

-  $981  38 

$981  17 

$80  84 
65  21 
40  65 
26  00 

-  $212  70 


Add  what  will  be  due  for  support  of  pau¬ 
pers  to  March  2,  1891 . 

Cost  of  supporting  the  poor  for  the  year  end¬ 
ing  March  2,  1891 . 

Due  from  Northbridge,  $65.21  :  Uxbridge,  $12.50. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


$768  47 
$72  04 

$840  51 


LIBERTY  FREEMAN,  )  Overseers 
GILBERT  GASKILL,  V  of 
HENRY  W.  GASKILL,  )  Poor. 


Mendon,  Feb.  17,  1891. 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS. 


The  Superintendent  respectfully  submits  the  following  report 
for  the  year  ending  March  2,  1891  : — 

General  appropriation .  *  $1500 

Special  appropriation .  300 

The  superintendent  debits  himself  to  sixteen 

town  orders .  $1,804  97 

He  credits  himself  by  paving  the  following 
bills  : 

C.  B.  Williams,  for  labor .  $121  30 

J.  H.  Stenson,  .  105  52 

G.  A.  Staples  “  124  05 

O.  W.  Hill,  -  104  80 

John  Broughev,  . .  72  90 

Martin  Grady,  ‘k  .  54  15 

E.  T.  Bates,  ...  .  21  87 

S.  Brooks,  “  41  40 

G.  B.  Cromb,  kk  .  24  40 

James  Broughev,  k‘  .  3  00 

L.  P.  Cummings,  .  78  00 

George  Ford,  -k  .  450 

George  Wilbur.  “  .  38  70 

Thomas  Lapham.  • 4  .  2  95 

Frank  11.  YVood,  as  superintendent .  218  65 

Frank  H.  Wood,  team  and  man  furnished..  328  22 

Frank  H.  Wood,  cash  paid  as  per  bills .  25  09 

A.  YV.  Gaskill,  labor,  gravel  and  scraper 

blade . . , . .  46  20 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  sleepers,  rails  and  plank -  67  36 

Edward  Dudley,  for  gravel . .  27  70 

S.  B.  Taft,  for  posts . . .  14  96 

S.  V.  Crane,  for  plank .  20  00 

D.  W.  Gaskill,  for  plank .  20  00 

John  Barry,  for  repairs .  10  7*0 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  for  gravel. . .  9  20 

Clark  Ellis  &  >ons,  for  supplies .  19  35 

-  $1,804  97 

Amount  expended  on  Milford  road,  $440.11  ;  team  work,  $523.30. 

FRANK  H.  WOOD,  Supt.  of  Streets. 

Mendon,  Feb.  12,  1891. 
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REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK, 


DOGS  REGISTERED  IN  1890. 


78  Male  dogs .  $156  00 

12  Female  dogs.  . .  .• .  60  00 —  $216  00 

Registration  fees . . .  18  00 


4 

Balance  paid  County  Treasurer . 


$198  00 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1890. 


Date  <1 

Birth.  Name  of  Child.  Name  of  Parents. 

1889. 


July  31,  Mabel  Pearson. 
1890. 


Irving  E.  and  Jennie  E  Pearson. 


Jan.  31,  Ann  Eliza  Everton.  Samuel  E  and  Mary  S  Everton 

Feb  9,  KatherineAgnes  Harrington  Michael  and  Mary  J  Harrington. 


Feb  10,  Mabel  Rosalie  Harris. 

Mar  30,  George  Carlton  Daniels. 
May  30,  Charles  Vincent  Driscoll 
June  5,  Horace  Adams  Chipman. 
June  8,  Clara  Elizabeth  Barrows. 
June  23,  Charles  William  Libbey. 
June  28,  Caroline  Elizabeth  Brooks 
Aug  10,  Nina  Marion  Burr. 

Aug  28,  Florence  Joanna  Aldrich. 
Sept  29,  Herbert  Stoddard  Wood. 
Sept.  30,  Cecil  Augustus  Rockwood 
Oct  26,  Mary  Aldrich  Congdon 
Nov.  9,  Mary  Ann  Gabry. 

Dec  4,  William  Andrew  Curliss. 
Dec.  11,  Daniel  Hill  Bates. 

Dec  16,  George  Ezra  Worthen. 
Dec.  18,  Florence  Pearson. 


George  W.  and  Carrie  A.  Harris. 
Leon  and  Mary  M  Daniels 
Florence  and  Margaret  E  Driscoll 
Lewis  D.  and  Jennie  Chipman. 

Frank  E.  and  Ellen  E  Barrows. 
William  F.  and  Amelia  J.  Libbey. 
Samuel  and  Selina  Brooks. 

H.  Melvin  and  Cora  E.  Burr. 

Frank  M  and  Florence  H.  Aldrich. 
Frank  H  and  Sarah  J  Wood 
Jotham  C.  and  Estella  C  Rockwood. 
Albert  J  and  Annie  A.  Congdon 
George  and  Elizabeth  Gabry. 

Henry  F  Sisco  and  Amelia  M  Curliss. 
Erwin  A.  and  Jennie  Bates 
George  W  and  Effie  E.  Worthen. 
Irving  E  and  Jennie  E  Pearson 


MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1890. 


Date. 

Name  of  Groom  and  Bride 

Residence  of  each. 

Feb.  12,  1890. 

George  E.  Thayer. 

Bellingham. 

# 

Minnie  F.  Bicknell. 

Mendon. 

Mar.  26,  u 

Willie  J.  Bullard 

Milford 

Clara  Monger. 

Mendon. 

April  2, 

George  W.  Jennison. 

Mendon. 

Anna  R.  H.  Staples. 

Hopedale. 

June  4,  “ 

George  M.  Taft. 

Mendon. 

Emma  A.  Moore. 

Mendon. 

Sept.  3,  “ 

Elton  O.  Clark. 

Hopedale. 

Bessie  W.  Wilcox. 

Mendon. 

Oct.  2s,  “ 

Fred  S.  Wilcox. 

Milford. 

Minnie  M.  Barrows. 

Mendon. 
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Nov.  14,  1890.  Israel  Richardson.  Mendon. 

Laura  Williams.  Mendon. 

Dec.  23,  “  Stephen  H.  Sisco.  Mendon. 

Mary  Adkins.  Mendon. 


DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1890. 


Date. 

Name. 

Yrs  : 

Ms.  Days- 

Residence. 

Feb.  2 

Michael  A.  Monahan. 

20 

7 

21 

Hopkinton. 

Feb.  7 

Bertha  A.  Weatherhead. 

7 

10 

2 

Mendon. 

Feb.  15 

Perry  Wood. 

76 

3 

13  . 

Mendon. 

Mar.  1 

Mary  Jane  C.  Briggs. 

47 

0 

0 

Mendon. 

April  8 

Davis  Bills. 

85 

0 

0 

Mendon. 

Aug  14 

Harriet  H.  Young. 

72 

7 

17 

Mendon. 

Aug.  25 

Ada  J.  Cook. 

37 

1 

25 

Mendon. 

Sept.  4 

Louanna  Smith. 

89 

5 

4 

Mendon. 

Sept.  30 

Mary  Hall. 

62 

0 

0 

Mendon. 

Oct.  7 

Elsie  M.  Ellis. 

78 

0 

0 

Mendon. 

Oct.  10 

Robert  Hall. 

63 

0 

0 

Mendon. 

Oct.  23 

Julia  R.  Newhall. 

61 

5 

9 

Mendon. 

Nov.  14 

William  H.  Aldrich. 

65 

0 

0 

Mendon. 

Nov.  17 

Sylvia  C.  Henry. 

43 

10 

0 

Mendon. 

Nov.  27 

Timothy  F-  Quigley. 

30 

0 

0 

Mendon. 

Dec.  24 

Mary  A.  Daniels. 

79 

11 

14 

Mendon. 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS,  Town  Clerk. 
Mendon,  Feb.  14,  1891. 
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TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 


TENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE 
TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  report  of  the  Librarian,  and  that  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Trnstees,  which  are  submitted  in  connection  herewith,  furnish 
nearly  all  the  iurform-dion  which  the  Trustees  have  to  convey  to  the 
Town  at  the  present  time 

The  new  catalogue  which  it  was  expected  would  be  issued  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  year,  has  not,  owing  to  several  unfores  en  occurrences, 
been  completed  yet,  but  a  system  of  cataloguing  has  been  agreed 
upon,  and  the  work  is  well  under  way.  The  catalogues  will  prob¬ 
ably  be  ready  early  in  the  year. 

The  trustees  extend  the  thanks  of  the  citizens  to  all  who  have 
made  donations  to  the  Library  during  the  past  year.  The 
books  were  examined  on  February  10th  current,  and  found  ac¬ 
counted  for,  and  in  satisfactory  condition.  The  Library  was  re¬ 
opened  Feb.  14th.  We  take  pleasure  in  reporting  that  Miss  Wil¬ 
liams,  the  efficient  and  satisfactory  Librarian  of  the  past  year,  has 
been  engaged  for  the  ensuing  year. 

By  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  this  Board,  it 
will  be  seen  that  of  the  two  hundred  and  twenty -five  dollars  appro¬ 
priated  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  for  the  use  of  the  Library,  only 
one  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars  have  been  drawn.  We  recom¬ 
mend  an  appropriation  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  for 
the  use  of  the  Library  the  ensuing  year. 


Mendon,  Feb.  14th,  1891. 


LIBRARIAN’S  TENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 
To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library. 


The  Library'  was  re-opened  for  the  delivery  of  books,  Febru¬ 
ary  14 

3586  books  have  been  given  out  during  the  year — 285  less  than 
last  year. 


15 


The  greatest  number  delivered  on  any  one  Saturday  was  104  ; 
the  smallest  number,  50  :  the  average  number,  71. 

The  delivery  by  divisions  was  as  follows  :  Agriculture,  8  ;  Bi¬ 
ography,  86  ;  History,  217  ;  Travel,  (18;  Educational,  83;  Mis¬ 
cellaneous,  62;  Poetry,  52;  Novels,  2716;  Periodicals,  394. 

The  library  has  been  increased  by  162  volumes  the  past  year, 
making  a  total  of  2851. 

The  town  purchased  82  books  ;  80  were  given.  Rey.  Carlton 
A.  Staples  made  the  large  donation  of  44  boous — 6  years  of  the 
Century  and  other  magazines  and  pamphlets. 

Rev.  Chas.  J.  Staples  presented  19  books  ;  Robert  Shippen,  2  ; 
Henry  E.  Staples,  1  ;  Nahor  Staples,  1  ;  Secretary  of  Common¬ 
wealth,  6  ;  W.  G  Veazev,  1  ;  Department  of  Interior,  2  ;  M.  L. 
Judd,  2  ;  E.  B.  Crane,  1  ;  Mayor  of  Charlestown,  1. 

J.  A.  George  has  given  the  Harper’s  Magazine  for  1889  ;  Wen- 
del  Williams  the  Outing  for  1887  ;  Edith  Bennett  the  Wide  Awake 
for  1889-90.  Several  other  pamphlets  have  also  come  from  dif¬ 
ferent  persons. 

A  large  number  of  books  were  bound  or  rebound  in  the  Spring. 
Among  them  were  the  Meudon  School  Reports  for  1846-1889,  col¬ 
lected  and  given  to  the  Library  by  Rev.  Geo.  F.  Clark,  and  Meu¬ 
don  Town  Reports  1858-1889,  collected  by  the  Selectmen. 

All  books  were  returned  on  February  7,  excepting  four,  and 
those  have  since  been  returned. 

LENA  WILLIAMS, 

Librarian. 

Mendon,  Feb.  9,  1891. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public 
Library  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  10,  1891  : — 


Dr. 


To  cash  on  hand . . .  $0  44 

“  received  on  4  orders  of  Selectmen .  155  00 

“  “  G.  B.  Williams,  for  binding  books.  .. .  1  20 

“  “  Lena  Williams,  cards,  fines,  etc .  10  06 


$166  70 
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Cr. 

By  cash  paid  C.  V.  A.  Smith,  for  labor . , .  $1  50 

“  44  A.  A.  Taft,  for  wood .  3  50 

“  4*  G.  B.  Williams,  books  and  paper .  8  20 

“  44  W.  B.  Clarke  &  Co.,  books  and  binding..  82  37 

4  4  4  4  De  Wolfe,  Fisk  &  Co.,  books .  10  74 

4  4  4  4  H.  J.  Dearing,  screens .  2  70 

4  4  4  4  Cook  &  Sons,  labels .  1  25 

4  4  4  4  Lena  Williams,  expressage  and  supplies. .  5  07 

4  4  4  1  Lena  Williams,  salary  for  1890 .  50  00 

4  4  4  4  R.  C.  Eldridge,  book .  0  75 

44  on  hand .  0  62 


$166  70 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS,  Treasurer. 

Mendon,  Feb.  13,  1890. 


Examined,  found  correct,  and  with  proper  vouchers. 

G.  B.  WILLIAMS,  )  A 
JULIUS  A.  GEORGE,  j  Al 


Mendon,  Feb.  14,  1891. 


REPORT 
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FOR  THE 

SCHOOL  YEAH  1890-91. 
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Daily  Journal  Printing  House. 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE’S  REPORT, 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  : 

The  following  report  of  the  School  Committee,  is  respectfully 
submitted  : 

The  Committee  organized  Match  8,  1890,  and  assigned  the 
general  care  of  schools  and  school  property  to  the  different  members 
as  follows : 

West  and  Albeeville,  Frank  H.  Wood;  South  and  the  East, 
Lyman  Cook ;  Center  (except  High)  and  the  North.  Edward 
Dixon. 

The  High  School  has  been  under  the  general  superintendence 
of  the  full  board.  Edward  Dixon  was  re-elected  Treasurer,  and 
re-appointed  school  book  agent. 

A  review  of  the  teachers’  work  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Cook’s 
report. 

The  West  school  was  re-opened  last  spring,  and  has  been  in 
session  the  full  school  year.  The  opening  of  this  school  necessi¬ 
tated  repairs  on,  and  supplies  for,  the  building,  an  account  of 
which  will  be  found  under  tkWest  school.” 

At  the  Center,  a  new  out-building  has  been  erected,  at  a  cost 
of  $269.57.  This  sum,  as  will  be  seen,  exceeds  the  appropriation 
by  $119.57,  but  it  seemed  to  be  as  low  as  the  Committee  could  get 
the  building  put  up  for. 

At  the  South  school  a  new  floor  has  been  laid,  at  an  expense  of 
about  $50,  and  modern  desks,  taken  from  the  North  and  Albeeville 
rooms,  have  replaced  the  old-fashioned  plank  desks. 

The  cost  of  other  repairs  and  supplies  will  be  found  in  the 
“Account  in  Detail.” 

The  Truant  Officers  have  made  no  report  to  the  School  Com¬ 
mittee  ;  so  it  is  presumed  they  have  found  nothing  to  do. 

Harper’s  Geographies  have  been  exchanged  for  Appleton’s,  at 
a  cost  of  about  $40.  As  almost  all  the  Harper’s  were  old  and  well- 
worn,  this  arrangement  virtually  gives  us  the  new  books  for  about 
half-price. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


Support  of  schools .  $1600  00 

Incidentals .  300  00 

Text  books  and  supplies .  200  00 

Outbuilding  (Center) .  150  00 

Apparatus . . .  100  00 

OTHER  RECEIPTS. 

Income  from  State  school  fund .  207  74 

Income  from  dog  tax .  172  65 

Due  for  out-of-town  scholars  (1890-91 ) ....  18  66 


$2749  05 

Excess  of  appropriations .  $174  07 

-  $2923  12 

EXPENDITURES. 

Teachers .  $1901  00 

Fuel .  95  65 

Care  of  rooms .  65  50 

Textbooks  and  supplies .  226  97 

Incidentals .  297  78 

Apparatus .  66  65 

Out-building .  269  57 

-  $2923  12 


Support  of  schools .  $2062  15 

Resources .  1999  05 


Excess  of  appropriation .  $63  10 

Amount  due  above  what  was  due  last  year..  12  00 


Total  excess  of  appropriation  for  support  of 

schools .  $75  10 

The  Treasurer  charges  himself  with  town 

orders  amounting  to. .  $3025  00 
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Cr. 

North  school . .  $285  15 

High  school .  345  00 

Grammar  and  Primary  schools .  637  50 

South  school .  284  00 

East  school .  298  52 

West  school .  268  06 

Albeeville  school .  210  33 

General  supplies .  98  02 

Text  books  and  supplies .  226  97 

Out-building .  269  57 

Cash  paid  Town  Treasurer .  101  88 

-  $3025  00 


ACCOUNT  IN  DETAIL. 


NORTH  SCHOOL. 

Annie  W.  Gaskill,  teaching  2|  weeks .  $20  80 

Marv  L.  Aldrich,  44  7  “  .  56  00 

Ada  C.  Taft,  “  20  44  .  160  00 

W.  W.  Nelson,  care  of  fire .  11  00 

44  sweeping  room,  15  weeks. .  3  75 

44  use  of  well .  3  00 

44  1  coid  wood  and  fitting...  5  60 

t4  setting  glass . • .  0  35 

L.  A.  Cook,  2  tons  coal .  13  50 

A.  G.  Chilson,  labor  and  supplies .  3  90 

Kate  Hart,  cleaning  schoolroom .  2  75 

Van  Antwerp,  Bragg  &  Co.,  map .  3  00 

H.  W.  Brown,  repairing  clock .  1  50 

-  $285  15 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

W.  L.  Ricketts,  teaching  18  weeks .  $270  00 

F.  L.  Pattee  (old  bill) .  75  00 

-  $345  00 

Centre  Schools — Grammar  and  Primary. 

Wendel  Williams,  teaching  10  weeks  .  $120  00 

Florence  H.  Towne  44  44  80  00 

Eben  Williams,  44  2  J“  33  60 

W.  Edward  Dixon,  44  7  J“  57  60 

Mary  E.  Dudley,  44  30  44  240  00 
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Harry  Dixon,  care  of  fires .  10  00 

44  sweeping,  etc .  8  00 

L.  A.  Cook,  four  tons  coal .  27  00 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  one  cord  wood .  4  50 

A.  T.  Dixon,  fitting  one  cord  wood .  1  50 

E.  H.  Taft,  one-half  “  .  2  00 

H.  Dixon,  fitting  one-half  44  .  75 

Ann  Quigley,  cleaning  schoolrooms .  3  00 

Boston  School  Supply  Co.,  supplies .  6  80 

H.  J.  Dearing,  curtains,  fixtures  and  dusters  8  30 

Van  Antwerp,  Bragg  &  Co.,  2  maps .  6  00 

A.  G.  Chilson,  labor  and  supplies .  8  70 

George  S.  Perry,  box  of  objects .  4  50 

F.  M.  Ambrose,  Worcester’s  Unabridged 

Dictionary  - .  7  50 

W.  Edward  Dixon,  setting  glass .  75 

Edward  L.  Smith,  use  of  well .  7  00 

-  $637  50 

South  School. 

Bessie  W.  Wilcox,  teaching  12  weeks .  $72  00 

• 4  44  care  of  room  1 2  weeks . .  2  00 

Mary  A.  Barrows,  teaching  10  weeks .  116  00 

44  1,4  care  of  ro  m  10  weeks..  6  00 

Lewis  B.  Gaskill,  one  cord  wood  and  fitting  6  00 

Lyman  Cook,  one  cord  wood,  fitting  and 

kindlings .  5  75 

Van  Antwerp,  Bragg  &  Co  ,  map . .  3  00 

Charles  II.  Allen,  labor,  supplies,  cash  paid  31  95 

A.  G.  Chilson,  4  4  4  4  .  5  00 

Z.  C.  Field,  lumber .  16  53 

Lewis  B.  Gaskill,  2  chairs  .  1  00 

A.  G.  Whitcomb,  2  chairs .  2  20 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies . •••*....  1657 

-  $284  00 


East  School. 


Lyman  Cook,  teaching  30  weeks .  $240  00 

4  4  4  4  care  of  fire,  (old  bill) .  3  00 

44  44  44  44  1890-91  .  3  00 

4  4  4  4  1  J  cords  wood,  fitting  and 

kindlings .  8  80 

Lyman  Cook,  cash  paid  for  use  of  well  ....  2  00 

4  4  4  4  labor  and  supplies .  3  85 

Boston  School  Supply  Supply  Co.,  arithmet¬ 
ical  chart .  6  20 


/ 


Boston  School  Supply  Co.,  feather  cluster 

and  blocks .  1  42 

Van  Antwerp,  Bragg  &  Co.,  6  maps .  18  00 

L.  E.  Wheeler,  use  of  horse .  75 

A.  G.  Whitcomb,  teacher’s  desk .  11  50 

-  $298  52 

West  School. 

Nancy  C.  Wood,  teaching  30  weeks .  $180  00 

4  4  44  care  of  room  30  weeks.  ..  4  00 

Frank  H.  Wood,  one  and  half  cords  wood..  7  50 

44  fitting  one  and  one- ha  If 

cords  wood .  2  62 

“  44  cash  paid  for  cleaning 

school -room .  2  00 

4  4  4  4  labor  and  supplies .  15  20 

Boston  School  Supply  Co  ,  blocks,  inkstand, 

Prince’s  Methods . 2  50 

Boston  School  Supply  Co.,  arithmetical  ch’t  6  20 

4  4  4  4  globe .  6  75 

Van  Antwerp,  Bragg  &  Co.,  map  andWhite’s 

Pedagogy .  3  84 

A.  G.  Chilson,  labor  and  supplies .  29  95 

F.  M.  Ambrose,  Worcester’s  Unabridged 

Dictionary .  7  50 

-  $268  06 


Albeeyille  School. 


Bertha  F.  Albee,  teaching  30  weeks .  $180  00 

4  4  4  4  care  of  room,  30  weeks...  4  00 

4  4  4  4  cleaning  schoolroom .  3  00 

Frank  H.  Wood,  1J  cords  wood .  7  50 

44  44  fitting  1 J  cords  wood .  2  63 

4  4  44  cash  paid  for  work  on  the 

school-yard .  3  05 

A.  G.  Chilson,  labor  and  supplies .  3  65 

Boston  School  Supply  Co.,  box  of  blocks...  50 

Charles  H.  Albee,  use  of  well,  (2  years)  ...  6  00 

-  $210  33 

Supplies  for  all  the  Schools. 

Boston  School  Supply  Co.,  supplies. .......  $14  40 

George  S.  Perry,  brush  brooms,  dust-pans, 

brushes,  etc .  17  30 

A.  P.  Scribner,  express .  10  55 

H.  A.  Aldrich .  2  00 
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Edward  Dixon,  labor  2  days .  3  00 

44  “  fare  to  Boston,  twice......  4  00 

44  u  taking  census,  No.  &  Center  2  00 

“  44  cash  paid,  labor,  express  &c.  2  90 

G.  M.  Billings,  printing . .  1  50 

I.  O.  Rhodes,  supplies .  2  72 

Harry  Dixon,  labor  and  use  of  horse...  .  .  .  3  00 

Van  Antwerp,  Bragg  &  Co.,  7 maps  of  Mass.  28  00 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies .  6  65 

-  $98  02 

Out-Building. 

Z.  C  Field,  lumber .  $142  59 

Weed  Bros.  &  Lent .  100  00 

A.  Gr.  Chilson,  labor  and  supplies .  15  73 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  44  14  44  .  6  75 

L.  P.  Cummings,  labor .  4  50 

-  $269  57 


EDWARD  DIXON,  Treasurer. 

SCHOOL  BOOK  AGENT’S  REPORT. 

Dr. 

To  books  and  supplies  purchased : 


Harper  Bros .  $18  47 

Geo.  S.  Perry .  4  35 

Van  Antwerp,  Bragg  &  Co .  43  52 

Lee  &  Shepard .  13  50 

Warren  P.  Adams .  2  50 

Boston  School  Supply  Co .  57  92 

D.  Appleton  &  Co... .  83  61 

E.  E.  Babb  &  Co .  3  07 


$226  97 

To  book  and  supplies  on  hand .  29  02 

-  $255  99 

Cr. 

By  Books  and  supplies  furnished  : 

High  School .  $  8  00 

Grammar  School .  64  24 

Primary  Schdol .  40  50 

North  School . 32  51 

South  School .  1 1  00 

Albeeville  School .  9  20 

West  School .  20  48 

East  School .  51  80 
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Small  supplies  to  the  different  schools .  1 1  87 

Books  and  supplies  on  hand .  6  39 

-  $255  99 

SUPPLIES  ON  HAND. 

5  Harper’s  First  Readers .  $0  80 

5  Harper’s  Second  44  1  25 

5  Eclectic  Third  44  1  75 

13  44  First  u  .  1  95 

1  Dozen  Slates.  . .  0  64 

-  $6  39 

EDWARD  DIXON,  School  Book  Agent. 
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REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 


Fellow  Citizens  of  Mendon  : 

In  compliance  with  a  duty  devolved  upon  me  by  the  School 
Committee  at  a  recent  meeting,  I  herewith  submit  the  following 
report  relative  to  our  public  schools  : 

As  soon  as  practicable  after  the  annual  election,  your  Board 
met  and  organized  for  the  year  by  the  choice  of  Frank  H.  Wood  as 
chairman  and  Edward  Dixon  as  secretary. 

The  responsibility  for  the  care  of  the  various  school  buildings 
was  divided  as  follows:  To  Frank  H.  Wood,  the  West  and  Albee- 
ville  ;  to  Edward  Dixon,  the  Center  and  North  buildings  ;  to  Ly¬ 
man  Cook,  the  South  and  East  buildings. 

As  the  Committee  were  unable  to  unite  with  the  School  Com¬ 
mittee  of  other  towns,  and,  supervision  being  compulsory,  it  finally 
resulted  that  the  Committee  decided  to  assume  the  duties  of  the 
•  supervision  of  their  respective  districts 

The  repairs  made  upon  the  different  buildings  during  the  year, 
have  been  such  as  were  needed  to  keep  them  in  as  good  condition  as 
possible. 

The  most  expensive  repairs  have  been  made  at  the  Center  and 
South.  At  the  former  place,  substantial  out-buildings  have  been 
constructed.  At  the  latter  place,  a  new  floor  and  furniture  have 
been  provided.  A  few  minor  repairs  have  been  made  in  all  the 
sehoolhouses.  The  blackboards  need  re-slating  in  most  of  our 
schools.  A  large  amount  of  blackboard  surface  at  the  North 
schoolhouse,  being  upon  plastering  not  properly  hard  finished, 
ought  to  be  cut  out  and  its  place  filled  with  whitewood  boards,  pro¬ 
perly  slated.  Experience  shows  that  when  a  plaster  blackboard 
once  begins  to  break  down,  it  cannot  be  patched  up  to  do  any  con¬ 
siderable  service.  It  is  possible  to  make  a  great  mistake  in  economy 
by  trying  to  put  off  matters  of  considerable  cost,  as  in  the  case  of 
improving  our  sehoolhouses  throughout  ’he  town. 

By  request  of  the  Board,  I  have  visited  the  schools  throughout 
the  town.  As  my  acquaintance  with  many  of  the  schools  dates 
from  the  beginning  of  the  school  year,  it  will  be  impossible  for  me 
to  compare  their  progress  the  past  y’ear  with  the  preceding  years  ; 
yet  our  schools  are  in  a  prosperous  condition  at  the  present  time, 
and  I  feel  justified  in  saying  that  great  progress  has  been  made  in 
our  schools  during  the  past  year,  the  praise  for  which  belongs  en- 
entirely  to  our  excellent  teachers. 

In  most  of  our  schools,  the  copy  books  have  been  very  neatly 
kept,  and  many  cases  of  marked  improvement  have  been  noted. 

Letter-writing  has  been  encouraged  and  practised  to  some 
extent  This  practice  would  be  of  advantage  in  every  school. 
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It  is  to  be  regretted  that  many  boys  and  girls  leave  common 
schools,  who  have  not  the  faintest  idea  of  good  letter-writing. 
Good  ideas  of  the  art  have  been  developed  during  the  past  year 
in  manv  of  our  schools.  In  many  cases  the  children  have  con¬ 
tributed  excellent  work. 

Reading  has  received  more  attention  as  a  general  thing,  and, 
as  a  result,  we  have  noticed  quite  a  marked  improvement  in  this 
direction . 

Much  time  is  given  to  teaching  arithmetic  in  all  of  our  schools. 
In  most  cases  the  teachers  have  been  successful. 

The  children  like  to  draw,  and  drawing  has  been  a  success  in 
some  of  our  schools. 

The  irregular  attendance  of  certain  scholars,  demands  our  most 
serious  attention.  In  one  of  our  schools,  the  attendance  of  many 
pupils  has  been  so  irregular  as  to  greatly  interfere  with  its  success. 
The  correction  of  this  evil  lies  almost  entirely  within  the  power  of 
the  parents,  and  it  is  their  duty  to  insist  that  their  children  shall 
attend  school  evei’37  day,  unless  prevented  by  sickness  The  State 
authorities  have  loqg  recognized  this  tact  in  the  law  making  at¬ 
tendance  at  school  compulsory  for  twenty  weeks  in  the  year.*  The 
law  means  that  all  children  between  eight  and  fourteen  years  of 
age  (health  permitting)  shall  attend  school  six  hours  a  day  for 
twenty  weeks — that  for  twenty  weeks,  every  school  day  a  scholar 
is  not  in  school  six  hours,  the  law  is  broken  ;  that  for  every  such 
offence,  the  parent  or  guardian  is  liable  to  a  fine  of  twenty  dollars 
or  less. 

The  devised  mode  of  ventilation  for  our  schools  has  added 
greatly  to  the  comfort  and  health  of  both  pupils  and  teachers  in 
many  of  our  school  rooms. 

The  school  year  has  been  thirty  weeks.  During  the  }7ear,  a  change 
of  teachers  has  been  made  at  the  North,  South  and  Grammar. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  school  year,  Miss  Ida  C.  Taft,  because 
of  ill-health,  could  not  take  charge  of  the  North  school. 

This  devolved  the  unpleasant  task  of  trying  to  find  a  candidate 
who  would  fill  the  vacancy.  The  Committee  were  fortunate  in 
securing  the  services  of  Miss  Annie  N.  Gaskiil.  Miss  Gaskill, 
because  of  ill-health,  resigned,  after  teaching  a  few  weeks,  and 
Miss  Mary  L.  Aldrich  finished  the  term.  Both  vere  very  able 
teachers.  Accordingly,  Miss  AdaC.  Taft  did  not  resume  work  at 
the  North  school  uniil  the  beginning  of  the  fall  term.  She  had 
charge  of  this  school  the  remainder  of  the  }7ear  Miss  Taft  is  a 
teacher  of  broad  experience,  and  the  school  is  in  excellent  condition. 

Mr.  Wendel  Williams,  teacher  of  the  Grammar,  resigned  at  the 
end  of  the  spring  term.  Mr.  Williams  was  thorough  in  his  work, 

*  By  Chap  384  Acts  of  1890,  30  weeks,  instead  of  20,  have  been  fixed 
as  the  limit  for  compulsory  attendance. 
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and  trained  his  pupils  to*  habits  of  self-reasoning.  Miss  Florence 
H.  Towne,  a  graduate  of  Worcester  Normal  School,  was  engaged, 
and  taught  the  fall  term.  She  was  enthusiastic  in  her  work,  but 
at  the  close  of  the  term  she  resigned.  This  devolved  another 
unpleasant  task  of  trying  to  find  a  candidate  who  would  fill  the 
vacancy.  Mr.  Eben  Williams,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College, 
was  engaged  to  teach  the  winter  term  of  the  Grammar.  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liams  taught  but  a  few  weeks,  when  he  tendered  his  resignation  to 
accept  a  better  position  in  another  town.  Mr.  Williams  possessed 
the  happy  faculty  of  attracting  his  pupils  and  gaining  their  confidence. 

Mr  W.  Edward  Dixon,  a  student  at  Philip’s  (Exeter)  Aca¬ 
demy.  was  engaged  to  teach  the  remainder  of  the  winter  term  of 
the  Grammar.  Mr.  Dixon’s  incentive  to  work  was  strong,  and  he 
maintained  good  discipline. 

At  the  South  school.  Miss  Bessie  Wilcox,  who  had  been  a  con¬ 
scientious  and  faithful  teacher  in  the  discharge  of  her  duties,  re¬ 
signed  at  the  close  of  the  spring  term.  The  Committee  were  for¬ 
tunate  in  securing  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Barrows,  a  former  teacher  at 
that  school.  Mrs.  Barrows  had  charge  of  the  school  during  the 
remainder  of  the  school  year.  She  is  a  good  disciplinarian,  and 
manifests  much  energy  and  interest  in  all  her  school  work 

The  Primary  school  was  in  charge  of  Miss  Mary  E.  Dudley  dur¬ 
ing  the  entire  year.  Miss  Dudley  has  taught  this  school  for  a 
number  of  years,  with  a  marked  degree  of  fidelity.  She  has  a  happy 
faculty  of  attracting  her  pupils.  Under  this  most  excellent  teacher 
great  progress  has  been  made,  and  the  school  is  at  present  a  model 
school  in  every  respect. 

The  East  school  was  in  charge  of  Mr.  Lyman  Cook  during  the 
year.  He  was  thorough  in  his  work,  and  trained  his  pupils  to 
habits  of  self-reasoning  and  careful  thought. 

The  West  school  was  taught  during  the  year  by  Miss  Nancy  C. 
Wood.  Miss  Wood’s  incentive  to  work  was  strong,  and  this  school 
has  made  excellent  progress.  She  has  given  good  satisfaction  to 
all  interested  in  the  school. 

The  Albeeville  school  was  taught  during  the  year  by  Miss  Ber¬ 
tha  F.  Albee.  Although  the  school  is  small,  Miss  Albee  has  been 
deeply  interested  in  her  work  and  has  given  good  satisfaction. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  William  L.  Ricketts,  Teacher. 

This  school  being  in  session,  a  full  report  cannot  be  given  in 
connection  with  it  at  this  time.  There  were  twentv-four  scholars 
in  the  fall  term.  Mr.  Ricketts  is  a  graduate  of  Tuft’s  College,  but 
had  had  no  experience  in  teaching.  He  has  labored  faithfully  and 
has  accomplished  good  work.  The  character  of  a  High  school 
should  be  such  that  the  pupils  should  govern  themselves  in  such  a 
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way  as  to  require  but  little  discipline  from  the  teacher.  The  schol¬ 
ars  should  take  pride  and  have  respect  enough  for  themselves  and 
for  their  teacher  to  discipline  themselves  to  refrain  from  whispering 
and  from  the  many  minor  things  which  serve  to  disturb  a  school, 
and  which  are  a  source  of  great  annoyance,  weariness  and  irrita¬ 
tion  to  the  teacher. 


ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

Names  oe  Scholars  Neither  Absent  Nor  Tardy. 

One  Term . 

High  School. — Mary  F.  Staples,  Dora  A.  Davenport,  Clarence 
A.  Taft,  Walter  F.  Towne,  Florence  Snow,  Abigail  'Taft,  Arthur 
V.  Pond,  Alice  T.  Quigley,  Harry  Dixon,  Hattie  F.  Allbee 

Grammar  School. — Ernest  L.  Tucker,  Walter  F.  Towne,  Wy¬ 
lie  R.  Stenson,  Clara  W.  Pond,  Etta  H.  Stenson,  Nathan  F. 
Towne,  Bessie  F.  Cook,  Grace  G.  Nutter,  Lily  B.  Wheeler,  Minnie 
L.  Wood,  Ina  N.  Taft,  Arthur  V.  Pond,  Harry  Dixon,  Mabel  I. 
Wheeler,  Florence  E  Snow,  Edward  L.  Cook,  Minnie  C.  Allen, 
Sabry  N.  Moores,  Nettie  E.  Nutter,  Clair  W.  Freeman. 

Primary  School. — Ella  Brown,  Edward  Driscoll,  Sabry  N. 
Moores,  Harry  Taft,  Jesse  Wheeler,  Nathan  F.  Towne,  Lillian 
Freeman,  Edward  L.  Cook,  Edith  I.  Gaskill,  A  Geraldine  Taft, 
Paul  F.  Wheeler,  Nellie  Wheeler,  Christine  A.  Wood,  Charles 
Gardner. 

North  School. — Annie  Byrne,  Sarah  Byrne,  Arthur  Beal, 
Mary  Byrne,  Richard  Odium,  Willie  Mahaney. 

South  School. — Ada  A.  Fletcher,  Charles  0.  Daniels,  Willie 
Bebo,  Leon  D.  Moore,  Bennie  I.  Barrows. 

East  School.— Bertha  V.  Horton,  Arthur  Sprague,  John  D. 
Bates. 

West  School. — Mary  L.  Wood,  Richard  E.  Hazard,  Cyril  E. 
Brooks,  Caroline  W.  Lapham. 

Albeeville  School. — Hattie  F.  Albee,  Eldora  M.  Freeman, 
Estine  Taft,  Caroline  W.  Freeman. 

Two  Terms. 

Grammar  School. — Clarence  H.  Moores. 

Primary  School. — William  Driscoll,  Oliver  G.  M<  ores. 

North  School — Ida  Darling,  Rosie  Quigley. 

South  School. — John  Daniels,  Florence  Barrows. 
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East  School. — Bertha  L.  Sprague,  Norman  Cook,  Charles  Cook. 
Albeeville  School. — William  H.  Gabry. 

One  Year. 

Grammar  School. — Jeremiah  B.  Driscoll. 

Primary  School. — Fred  A.  Snow. 

South  School. — Ida  M.  Barrows,  Raymond  Barrows. 

East  School. — Cora  Munger. 

West  School. — Caroline  S.  Wood. 


SCHOOL  SUPERVISION. 


Now,  everyone  knows  that  the  best  schools  in  the  state  are 
under  superintend  nts,  and  that  the  old  school  committee,  go-as-you- 
please  method  of  running  schools  is  as  much  out  of  vogue  as  is 
running  large  shoe  factories  or  mills  without  skilled  superintend¬ 
ence.  The  school  is  the  superintendent’s  proper  field  of  labor. 
No  manufacturer,  no  merchant,  no  man  employing  labor,  thinks  of 
leaving  it  day  after  day  without  oversight  and  direction  The  more 
important  the  work,  the  more  careful  and  thorough  the  supervision  ; 
that  experience  has  taught  the  business  man  he  must  employ  or  ex¬ 
ercise  himself.  Certainly,  the  training  of  the  mind  is  as  import¬ 
ant  as  manufacturing,  and  the  labor  of  our  teachers  in  educating 
the  child  should  be  watched  as  carefully  as  that  of  the  weaver  at 
his  loom  Such  oversight  does  not  imply  suspected  unfaithfulness 
in  the  teacher. 

No  doubt  the  great  mass  of  teachers  labor  with  a  faithfulness 
and  a  conscientious  endeavor  to  do  their  whole  duty,  unequalled  in 
any  other  walk  in  life.  But  experience  shows  that  the  best  mean¬ 
ing  teachers  waste  precious  hours  of  the  children’s  time  in  useless 
work,  and  fail  to  employ  the  best  methods  for  school  work. 

The  true  work  of  the  superintendent,  is  to  map  out  work  in  a 
course  of  studies,  and  then  to  see  that  each  teacher  interprets  the 
course,  and  works  it  out  by  proper  methods  to  correct  results.  No 
school  should  go  through  the  week  without  his  presence  and  advice. 

The  Committee  ask  that  the  town  settle,  in  a  definite  way  the 
question  of  school  supervision.  It  will  be  exceedingly  difficult  to 
secure  the  services  of  a  suitable  person  for  the  customary  salary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


LYMAN  COOK,  Of  the  Board. 


FRANK  H.  WOOD, 
EDWARD  DIXON, 
LYMAN  COOK, 


) 

V 

) 


School 

Committee. 


Mendon,  Feb.  14,  1891. 
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SCHOOLS. 

TEACHERS. 

Terms. 

No.  of  Scholars. 

Average  Membership,  | 

Average  Attendance. 

Per  cent,  of  Attendance.! 

No.  of  Scholars  under 

five  years  of  asre.  . 

No.  of  Scholars  over  15 

years  of  age. 

No.  of  Scholars  between 

8  and  14  years  of  age. 

Wages  of  Teachers  per 

month. 

HIGH. 

William  L.  Ricketts, 

1 

2 

24 

23% 

23  | 

96  1 

6 

6 

$60 

GRAMMAR. 

Wendel  Williams, 

1 

27 

2  6% 

25  6 

97 

4 

12 

48 

Florence  H.Towne, 

2 

33 

30.S 

29.2  1 

94  I 

I 

25 

32 

Eben  Williams,  W.  E.  Dixon, 

3 

33 

21.7 

20.2 

93 

2 

25 

32 

PRIMARY, 

Mary  E.  Dudley, 

1 

39 

37.3 

35.8 

96 

22 

“ 

2 

30 

28.6 

27.8 

97 

1 

10 

32 

3 

32 

27.7 

23  % 

S5 

13 

NORTH. 

A.  W  Gaskill,  M.  L.  Aldrich, 

I 

25 

23.2 

19.9 

85 

17 

32 

Ada  C.  Taft, 

2 

22 

21.6 

20.9 

96  1 

16 

“ 

3 

24 

23 

20.6 

89 

19 

32 

SOUTH. 

Bessie  Wilcox, 

1 

11 

9% 

8.81  i 

90  i 

10 

24 

Mary  A.  Barrows, 

2 

13 

12.8 

126  I 

98 

8 

24 

li 

3 

13 

12.5 

95 

9 

28 

EAST. 

Lyman  Cook, 

1 

26 

22.6 

18.1 

85 

1 

17 

2 

20 

19  9 

18.4  j 

93 

11 

32 

3 

21 

20.7 

17.2 

83 

1 

11 

WEST. 

Nancy  C.  Wood, 

1 

10 

92 

8.5 

92 

1 

6 

24 

2 

11 

9.7 

83 

85 

2 

3 

9 

84 

7.7 

91  ! 

1 

ALBEEVILLE. 

Bertha  F.  Albee, 

1 

9 

8.1 

7.6 

93 

4 

•< 

2 

8 

5.8 

52 

89 

2 

24 

3 

6 

4  5 

3.6 

78  1 

\ 
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AUDITOR’S  REPORT, 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Selectmen,  Treasurer, 
Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Superintendent  of  Streets,  Town  Clerk, 
School  Committee,  and  Collector  of  Taxes,  of  the  town  of  Mendon, 
and  that  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public 
Library,  for  the  past  municipal  year,  and  find  them  correctly  kept, 
and  with  proper  vouchers. 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE,  Auditor. 

Mendon,  February  17th,  1891. 


TOWN  WARRANT. 


Worcester  ss. — To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
in  the  County  of  Worcester,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are 
directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  quali¬ 
fied  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the  Town 
Hall,  in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  second  day  of  March,  next, 
punctually  at  ten  o’clock,  a.  m.,  to  act  on  the  following  articles 
viz  : — 

Article  1.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  in  said  meet- 

ing. 

Article  2.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  several  town  officers 
and  committees,  and  act  thereon. 

Article  3.  To  chose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the  year 
ensuing. 

Article  4.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  are  necessary  to 
defray  town  charges,  and  make  appropriations  of  the  same. 

Article  5.  To  determine  the  manner  of  repairing  the  roads 
and  bridges  in  said  town  the  year  ensuing. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  town  will  require  the  School  Com¬ 
mittee  annually  to  appoint  a  Superintendent  of  Schools,  and  if  so, 
raise  and  appropriate  money  for  his  salary. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  list  of 
jurors  reported  bv  the  Selectmen,  or  make  any  alternations  in  the 
same. 

Article  8.  To  see  what  measures,  if  any,  the  town  will  adopt 
to  secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  continue  the  High 
School. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer 
to  hire  money  to  pay  current  expenses  for  the  municipal  year 
commencing  March  2d,  1891,  in  anticipation  of  the  collection  of 
the  taxes. 

Article  11.  To  bring  in  their  ballots  “Yes”  or  “No”  in  an¬ 
swer  to  the  question,  “Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  in¬ 
toxicating  liquors  in  this  town?” 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  continue  communication 
bv  telephone  with  Milford,  as  security  against  destruction  by  fire, 
or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


Article  13.  To  see  what  amount  of  money,  if  any,  the  town 
will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  for  conveying  pupils  to  and  from 
the  public  schools,  the  same  to  be  expended  by  the  School 
Committee  in  their  discretion. 

Article  14.  To  see  what  special  amount,  if  any,  the  town 
will  vote  to  appropriate  for  the  repair  of  the  road  leading  from 
the  residence  of  David  Adams  past  the  residence  of  Francis  F. 
Taft  to  the  Hopedale  line,  or  take  any  other  action  in  regard  to 
making  special  repairs  on  said  road  or  any  part  thereof. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  determine  what  shall  be 
the  length  of  the  school  year. 

Article  16  To  see  what  amount,  if  any,  the  town  will  raise 
and  appropriate  for  the  purchase  of  school  apparatus. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  431  of  the  Acts  of  1888,  relating  to  the  employment  of  a 
superintendent  of  schools,  and  appropriate  money  therefor. 

Article  18.  To  see  what  action,  if  any,  the  town  will  take 
towards  procuring  a  safe  or  safes. 

Article  19.  To  see  what  portion  of  its  records,  if  any.  the 
town  will  vote  to  have  copied  or  made  more  complete. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant,  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  thereof  at  each  of  the  following  places  in  said 
town,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting, 
viz  :  At  the  post. office,  and  on  the  door  of  the  schoolhouse  in 
Albeeville,  and  at  the  post-office  at  South  Milford. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  or  Town  Clerk,  before  the 
time  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  seventeenth  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety -one. 

GUSTAVUS  B.  WILLIAMS,)  Selectmen 
ALBERT  W.  GASKILL,  f  of 
LIBERTY  FREEMAN,  )  Mendon. 

A  true  copy.  Attest: — 


Constable  of  Mendon. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE  VARIOUS 


BOARDS  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  MENDON, 


INCLUDING  REPORT  OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

FOR  THE 


MUNICIPAL  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  7,  1892. 


MILFORD,  MASS. 

Daily  Journal  Printing  House. 
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/ 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


The  undersigned.  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  7,  1892,  respectfully  submits  the 
following  account  of  his  doings. 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  the  following  items,  viz  : 

To  cnsh  received  from  Austin  A.  Taft, 

Treasurer  of  Mendon  for  the  municipal 

year  ending  March  2,  1891 .  $  518  64 

To  cash  borrowed  on  town  notes .  3000  00 

Received  of  State  Treasurer,  balance 

Corporation  tax,  1890-91 .  15  53 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer : 

Corporation  tax .  $352  09 

National  Hank  Tax .  484  28 

Military  Aid,  chap.  279,  acts  1889  36  00 

State  Aid,  chap.  301,  acts  1889...  658  00 - 1530  37 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  school 

fund .  $  267  64 

Received  of  County  Treasurer,  dog  fund.  169  93 

Received  of  Collector  for  the  year  1890..  233  59 

Received  of  Collector  for  the  year  1891. .  5739  62 

Received  of  Edward  L.  Smith,  rent  of 

Town  Hall  to  April  1,  1891 .  67  75 

Received  for  Annals  of  Mendon .  5  50 

Received  of  G.  B.  Williams,  use  of 

telephone .  12  35 

Received  of  I.  O.  Rhodes,  use  of  telephone  23  30 

Received  of  School  Committee .  47  16 

Received  of  I.  O.  Rhodes,  hay  scale  fees  16  24 

Received  of  John  L.  Davenport,  auction¬ 
eer’s  license .  2  00 

Received  of  S.  Warren  Cook,  auctioneer’s 

license .  2  00 

Received  of  John  C.  Wood,  alley  license.  2  00 

Received  of  A.  W.  Gaskill,  old  "fence. ...  2  00 


$11,655  62 

The  Treasurer  credits  himself  with  the  following  items,  viz  : 

By  paying  206  Town  Orders .  $7527  12 

Six  Town  Notes .  3000  00 

Interest .  75  50 

State  tax .  435  00 

Cash  on  hand .  618  00 


$11,655  62 

NATHAN  R.  GEORGE,  Treasurer. 
Mendon,  Feb.  16,  1892. 
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SELECTMEN’S  REPORT, 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
expenditures  of  the  town  tor  the  municipal  year  ending  March  7, 
1892  : 

INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES 

Wm.  L.  Johnson,  M.  D.,  returning  6  births  in  1890.. .  $  1  50 

L.  D.  Chipman,  rent  of  room  for  extinguisher,  13  mos  13  00 
John  B.  Mellen,  care  of  fires  at  extinguisher  room,  4 

months .  4  00 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal  for  extinguisher  room .  7  00 

H.  A.  Barney,  coal  for  extinguisher  room .  9  63 

E.  L.  Smith,  repairs  on  extinguisher . 1  90 

E.  E.  Wood,  repairs  on  extinguisher .  2  25 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  repairs  on  lockup .  2  40 

J.  Barry,  work  on  watering  trough.  . . .  1  50 

R.  J.  Uaines,  Selectmen’s  order  book .  11  00 

E.  C.  Morris  &  Co.,  safe  for  Town  Clerk .  50  00 

J.  A.  George,  fare,  freight  and  cartage  of  safe .  7  76 

M.  W.  Edwards,  returning  8  deaths .  2  00 

James  Powers,  fees  in  O’Brien-Hoard  case .  6  88 

E.  L.  Smith,  fees  Melinda  Cummings  case .  3  12 

L.  Holbrook,  insurance  premium .  2  00 

I.  O.  Rhod<  s,  special  service  July  4,  1891 .  2  00 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  special  service  July  4,  1891 .  2  00 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  serving  dog  notices .  1  00 

H.  C.  Adams,  cash  paid  for  express,  etc .  6  16 

J.  A.  George,  cash  paid  for  express,  etc .  .  3  46 

I.  O.  Rhodes,  telephoning  case  of  L.  D.  Cheney .  0  80 

M.  A.  Wolahan  and  others,  monument  site .  5Q  00 

F.  II.  Wood,  labor  and  material,  monument  foundation  39  65 

O.  W.  Hill,  labor  on  monument  foundation .  10  00 

John  M.  Towne,  labor  on  monument  foundation .  5  25 

C.  B.  Williams,  labor  on  monument  found  ition .  20  80 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  labor  on  monument  foundation.. .  32  25 

J.  A.  George,  cement  for  monument  foundation .  3  18 

T.  N.  Shei man,  curbing..... .  140  00 

Worcester  Brass  Band,  and  expenses .  110  50 

R.  M.  Yale  &  Co.,  decorations .  29  90 

J.  A.  George,  cash  paid  out  as  per  bill .  10  60 

Mathewson  Bros.,  caterers .  82  50 

I.  O.  Hhodes,  use  of  telephone .  60  00 

I.  O.  Rhodes,  moving  telephone .  3  00 


$738  99 
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CARE  AND  SUPPLIES  FOR  TOWN  HALL. 

E.  L.  Smith,  care  of  hall  to  April  1,  1891 .  $55  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  sundries  for  hall  to  April  1,  1891 .  10  05 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal  to  April  1,  1891 .  44  79 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal  to  April  1,  1892 .  41  13 

A.  G  Chilson,  paint,  painting  and  papering .  12  64 

Avery  &  Woodbury,  paper.... .  5  30 

C.  Ellis  &  Sons,  stove  door .  1  40 


$170  31 

PRINTING. 

Cook  &  Sons,  town  reports  of  1891 .  44  75 

Cook  &  Sons,  tax  bills  and  notices .  4  50 

G.  M.  Billings,  registrar’s  notices . . .  1  25 


$50  50 

SERVICES  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  lockup  keeper  to  April  1,  1891 .  5  00 

Erwin  A.  Snow,  assessing  taxes  of  1891  .  35  00 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  assessing  taxes  of  1891  .  35  16 

W.  S.  Wilcox,  assessing  taxes  of  1891  .  35  00 

Frank  C.  Wood,  services  as  inspector,  State  election. .  .  2  50 

Patrick  E.  Brigdale,  services  as  inspector,  State  election  2  50 

E.  L  Smith,  services  as  constable  to  March  7,  1892...  15  00 

H.  C.  Adams,  services  as  town  clerk  and  registrar. ...  21  85 

L.  Freeman,  services  as  collector  of  taxes  of  1890 .  65  00 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  services  as  selectman  and  registrar....  28  00 

L.  Freeman,  services  as  selectman  and  registrar .  25  00 

J.  A.  George,  services  as  selectman  and  registrar .  54  40 

N.  R.  George,  services  as  treasurer  1891-1892 .  35  00 


$359  41 

MILITARY  AID,  CHAPTER  279,  ACTS  OF  1889. 

John  Ork ford .  $78  00 

SOLDIERS’  RELIEF,  CHAPTER  298,  ACTS  OF  1889. 
Abel  G.  Weatherhead .  $36  00 

STATE  AID  TO  PENSIONERS,  CHAPTER  301, 

ACTS  OF  1889. 

John  Curley . $72  00 

James  McKenna .  . 48  00 
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Rufus  Hazard .  48  00 

Catherine  Folev .  2  00 

Abel  G.  Weatherhead  .  120  00 

George  W.  Scisco .  48  00 

David  A  Kingman . 72  00 

Waterman  Taft .  48  00 

Dexter  Inman . 72  00 

Caleb  V.  Smith .  48  00 

Jason  G.  Cummings .  .....  36  00 

Sydney  W.  Goodell . - .  48  00 

Elijah  Rockwood .  8  00 


$670  00 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

The  Selectmen,  as  required  by  Chapter  98  of  the  Acts  of  1889, 
appointed  Mr.  F.  H.  Wood  superintendent  of  streets,  fixing  his 
compensation  at  25  cents  per  hour  of  actual  service,  llis  work 
has  been  done  “under  the  di  ection  of  the  Selectmen,”  and  to  their 
satisfaction.  Attention  is  called  to  his  report,  following. 

Payments  on  account  of  roads  and  bridges  have  been  made  as 
follows,  viz  : 

Dennis  Holloran,  shoveling  snow .  $0  50 

A.  E.  Brown,  filling  frost  holes .  4  54 

F.  H  Wood,  superintendent,  as  reported  below,  15 

orders . . .  1561  64 


$1566  68 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS,  SCHOOL  BOOKS, 
INCIDENTALS  AND  APPARATUS. 

Paid  School  Committee,  93  orders .  $2542  23 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Paid  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  12  orders . *  $935  00 

THE  TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Paid  Trustees,  4  orders  .  $380  00 

RECAPITULATION. 

Incidentals . . $738  99 

Town  Hall .  170  31 

Services  of  Town  Officers . .  359  41 

Printing  .  50  50 

State  Aid  to  Pensioners,  Chap.  301 . 670  00 

Military  Aid,  Chap.  279  .  78  00 

Soldiers’  Relief,  Chap.  298,  1889 .  36  00 
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Roads  . 
Schools 
Poor  .  . 
Library 


$7527  12 


1566  68 
2542  23 
935  00 
380  00 


The  Selectmen  also  report  that  the  available  assets  of  the  town. 


known  to  them,  are  as  follows,  viz.  : 

Due  from  Collector,  list  of  1891 .  $311  68 

Due  from  State,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  301, 

to  Jan.  1,  1892,  12  months .  666  00 

Due  from  State,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  301, 

to  March  1,  1892,  2  months .  118  00 

Due  from  State,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  279, 

to  Jan.  1 ,  1892,  12  months. . . .  38  00 

Due  from  State,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  279,  * 

to  March  1,  1892,  2  months .  8  00 

Cash  in  hands  of  the  Treasurer .  618  00 — $1759  68 

The  liabilities  of  the  town,  so  far  as 
kuown,  are  as  follows  : 

Outstanding  bills,  estimated .  $50  00 

Due  town  officers .  ^  70  00 

Due  school  teachers,  at  close  of  term .  218  00 

Due  school  superintendent,  at  close  of  year.  60  00 - $398  00 


Net  balance  in  favor  of  the  town .  $1361  68 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE,  )  Selectmen 
ALBERT  W.  GASKILL,  f  of 
LIBERTY  FREEMAN,  )  Meudon. 

Mendon,  Feb.  16,  1892. 


APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1891. 


Setibols .  $1600  00 

School  Text  Books .  200  00 

School  Incidentals .  200  00 

School  Apparatus .  50  00 

School  District  Superintendent .  300  00 

Support  of  Poor . 900  00 

Roads  and  Bridges .  1500  00 

Taft  Public  Library .  225  00 

Interest .  100  00 

Town  Incidentals .  400  00 


% 
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COLLECTOR’S  REPORT, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN,  COLLECTOR  FOR  1890. 


Dr. 

Balance  uncollected,  Feb.  15,  1891 . 

Interest  received . . . 

$226  19 

11  40 

$237  59 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer . 

Abatements . 

$233  59 

4  00 

-  $237  59 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN,  COLLECTOR  FOR  1891 


Dr. 

Taxes  committed  for  collection . 

Additional  assessment . 

Interest  received . 

$6551  34 

2  00 

26  57 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer . 

Paid  County  tax . 

Abatements . . 

-  $0579  91 

$5739  62 

501  00 

27  61 

$6268  23 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  15,  1892 


$311  68 
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REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR, 


The  Overseers  of  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  7,  1892  : 

John  W.  Harry,  Mary  C.  Taft,  Edna  Allen,  Jennie  Davenport, 
the  children  of  Andrew  Gould,  Geo.  H  Wood,  Francis  R.  Scisco, 
Sally  Mellen,  Eva  Carlton  Welles  and  family,  Phileana  W.  Bean, 
Edna  M.  French,  Ezra  Allen,  Sarah  Gabry,  Dennis  Holland 
(having  a  settlement  in  Mendon),  Mary  McDuffy  and  child 
(belonging  to  the  State),  James  D.  Wilber  (probably  to  Natick), 
Jason  G.  Cummings  and  wife  and  Joseph  H.  Wood  and  wife  (to* 
Uxbridge),  Mrs.  G.  H.  Gabry  (to  Milford)  have  been  wholly  or 
partially  supported 

The  Overseers  charge  themselves  with  the  receipt  of  the  follow¬ 


ing  named  funds  belonging  to  the  town : 

Balance  from  last  year  .  $0  21 

Twelve  town  orders .  935  00 

Town  of  North  bridge .  65  00 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  guardian  for  Dennis  Holland  96  30 

-  $1096  51 


The  Overseers  credit  themselves  with  paying  the  following 
amounts  : 


FOR  SUPPORT  OF 

John  W.  Barrv .  $169  46 

Mary  C.  Taft". .  100  00 

Edna  Allen .  . .  1 1 7  00 

Jennie  Davenport .  18  00 

The  children  of  Andrew  Gould .  120  00 

George  H.  Wood .  20  00 

Francis  R.  Sci&co .  24  00 

Sally  Mellen .  14  00 

Eva  Carlton  Welles . 145  15 

Phileana  W.  Bean .  54  12 

Edna  M .  French . 17  25 

Ezra  Allen . 14  00 

Sarah  Gabry .  13  00 

Dennis  Holland . 96  30 

Mary  McDuffy  and  child .  10  00 

James  D.  Wilber .  40  50 

Jason  G.  Cummings  and  wife .  17  14 

Joseph  H.  Wood  and  wife .  15  00 

Mrs.  George  H.  Gabry .  3  00 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  care  of  tramps  and  fuel  for 

lockup .  34  70 
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Henrv  W.  Gaskill,  services .  6  00 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  services .  GOO 

Liberty  Freeman,  services .  35  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  postage .  1  52 

Cash  on  hand  to  balauee .  5  37 


From  the  whole  amount  paid  for  support  of 

the  poor . 

Deduct  what  was  due  for  the  support  of  the 


paupers  to  March  2,  1391 .  §72  04 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  Mary  MeDuffy 

and  child .  10  00 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  Jas.  D.  Wilber.  40  50 

What  has  been  pai  l  out  for  Jason  G. 

Cummings  and  wife .  17  14 

What  has  been  paid  out  lor  Joseph  11.  Wood 

and  wife. . .  15  00 

What  lias  has  been  pai  i  out  for  Mrs.  Geo. 

H.  Gabry .  3  00 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  Dennis  Holland  96  30 


Add  what  will  be  due  for  support  of  paupers 
to  March  7,  1392 . 

Cost  of  supporting  the  poor  for  the  year 


ending  March  7,  1392 . 

Due  from  the  Commonwealth .  §10  00 

For  James  D.  Wilber .  40  50 

From  Uxbridge  last  year .  12  50 

From  Uxbi'idirc  this  year .  52  14 

From  Milford  this  year .  3  00 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 
GILBKKT  GASKILL, 
11ENRY  W.  GASKILL, 


§1096  5f 
1091  14 


$253  98 
$337  16 
96  00 

$933  16 


$98  14 

Overseers 

of 

Poor. 


Mcndon,  Feb.  15,  1892. 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS, 


The  Superintendent  respectfully  submits  the  following  report 
for  the  year  ending  March  7,  1892  : 


Appropriation . 

The  Superintendent  debits  himself  to  15 

town  orders . 

He  credits  himself  by  paying  the  following 
bills : 

S.  Brooks,  for  labor . 

G.  A.  Staples,  “  . 

L.  P.  Cummings,  u  . 

John  Broughey,  “  . 

N.  G.  Barrows,  “  . 

H.  M.  Goldthwait,  “  . 

O.  W.  Hill,  “  . 

J.  M.  Towne,  “  . 

Martin  Grady,  “  . 

Jacob  Conwell,  “  . 

Willis  Southwick,  “  . 

E  T.  Bates,  “  ...  - . 

G.  B.  Cromb,  u  with  team... 

C.  B.  Williams,  iL  “  ... 

Frank  H.  Wood,  man  and  team  furnished. . 

Frank  H.  Wood,  as  superintendent . 

E.  A.  Bates,  for  labor,  sleepers  and  plank. 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  for  labor  and  gravel . 

Edward  Dudley,  for  gravel . 

James  Best,  “  . 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  “  . 

A.  J.  Spofford,  “  . 

M.  Harrington,  “  . 

C.  H.  Howe,  . 

Willis  Gould,  for  plank  and  gravel . 

Austin  Wood,  for  sleepers.  . . 

Frank  H.  Wood,  cash  paid  as  per  bills . 

H.  W.  Brown,  for  repairs . 

John  Barry,  “  . - . 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  for  supplies . 

• 

Team  work . . 


$1500  00 

$1561  64 


76 

50 

78 

95 

78 

30 

36 

45 

32 

70 

80 

10 

30 

10 

93 

15 

3 

00 

4 

90 

3 

50 

1 

20 

130 

70 

178 

10 

361 

40 

214 

50 

9 

43 

8 

20 

37 

44 

0 

95 

5 

00 

17 

30 

8 

00 

3 

05 

21 

15 

2 

25 

20 

32 

4 

90 

5 

40 

14 

70 

$1561  64 
490  20 


FRANK  H.  WOOD,  Superintendent  of  Streets. 
Mendon,  Feb.  15,  1892. 
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REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK, 


DOGS  REGISTERED  IN  1891. 


87  Male  dogs .  SI  74  00 

8  Female  dogs .  40  00 - $214  00 

Registration  fees .  19  00 


Balance  paid  County  Treasurer .  $195  00 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1891. 


Date  of 

Birth.  Name  of  Child. 

1890. 

Tan.  18.  Mary  Best. 

J  1891. 

Feb.  24,  Walter  Hooper  Wood. 

May  28,  Arthur  Alonzo  Brown. 

May  30,  Jason  Samuel  Edwin  Everton. 
June  21,  Alfreda  Richardson. 

June  23,  Chester  Alfred  Wheeler. 

July  22,  Bertha  Spooner  Harris. 

Aug.  25,  Ethel  May  Albee. 

Sept.  4,  Raymond  Kelley. 

Sept.  16.  Annie  McDuffey. 

Oct.  29.  Walter  Morton  Chipman. 
Nov.  22,  Davis  Erastus  Hill. 

Dec.  16.  Lorare  Sarah  Brooks. 

Dec.  18,  John  Be^t. 

Dec.  19,  John  George  Barrows. 


Name  of  Parents. 

James  and  Ellen  Best. 

Edwin  F.  and  Annie  H.  Wood. 
Samuel  A.  and  Mary  I.  Brown. 
Samuel  E.  and  Marv  S.  Everton. 
Israel  B.  and  Laura  Richardson. 
Lyman  E.  and  Susan  I.  Wheeler. 
Geo  W.  and  Carrie  A.  Harris. 
Albert  and  Anna  Albee. 

Wm.  D.  and  Sarah  J  Kelley. 
Mary  McDuffey. 

Lewis  D.  and  Jennie  Chipman. 
Davis  and  Malvina  F.  Hill. 
Samuel  and  Selina  Brooks. 

James  and  Ellen  Best. 

Alfred  I.  and  Lizzie  A.  Barrows. 


MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1891. 


Date. 

Name  of  Groom  and  Bride. 

Residence  of  each. 

May  18, 

1891. 

Edward  H.  Taft. 

Mendon. 

Serena  E.  Eames. 

Providence, 

R.  I. 

July  3, 

ti 

Frank  S.  Hayward. 

llopedale,  Mass. 

Mary  L.  Taft. 

Mendon, 

44 

July  26. 

tt 

Willoughby  W.  Quinn. 

Worcester, 

44 

Ellipliall  (3.  Davis. 

Worcester* 

44 

Oct.  14. 

u 

William  H  French. 

llopedale, 

44 

Sarah  A.  Howe. 

Mendon, 

44 

Nov.  18, 

44 

Ilenry  H.  Creamer. 

Uxbridge, 

44 

Emma  E.  Cornwall. 

Mendon, 

44 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1801. 


Date. 

Name. 

Yrs. 

Ms. 

Ds. 

Residence- 

Feb.  21. 

Annie  E.  Morris. 

28 

0 

0 

Meudon. 

Mar.  6. 

Louisa  Bates. 

G4 

1 

0 

44 

Mar  11. 

David  Beal. 

70 

4 

8 

44 

Mar.  23. 

Sally  Mellen. 

90 

5 

23 

44 

May  6. 

Henry  A.  Aldrich. 

78 

8 

13 

44 

May  12. 

Maria  P.  Bates 

70 

0 

21 

44 

June  27. 

Abigail  Mitchell. 

83 

3 

27 

4k 

June  23. 

Mary  Best. 

l 

5 

0 

4  4 

July  2. 

James  F.  Morris. 

19 

0 

22 

.  t 

July  27. 

Hortense  L.  Babb. 

0 

5 

0 

Boston. 

Sept.  3. 

Caroline  E  Brooks. 

1 

2 

0 

Mendon. 

Sept.  22. 

Lyman  D.  Cheney. 

50 

0 

21 

Milford. 

Oct.  o. 

James  II.  Davis. 

74 

11 

21 

Mendon. 

Oct.  7. 

James  M.  Staples. 

83 

0 

27 

44 

Oct.  8. 

Eliza  Staples. 

78 

5 

2 

44 

Nov.  24. 

Abby  A.  Brown. 

47 

8 

23 

44 

Nov.  28. 

John  R  Best. 

91 

5 

8 

4  k 

Aug.  5. 

Mary  Col  email. 

03 

0 

0 

44 

The  attention  of  parents  and  others  is  called  to  the  report  of 
vital  statistics.  Owing  to  the  lack  of  conformity  to  the  law  re¬ 
quiring  returns  to  he  made  bv  parents,  next  of  kin  or  household  ‘rs, 
said  vital  statistics  are  obtained  by  the  Town  Clerk  from  the  best 
information  obtainable.  Physicians  do  not  make  their  returns  as 
promptly  as  the  law  requires,  and  often  not  at  all.  And  although 
the  penalty  for  neglect  was  increased  a  few  years  since,  it  has  had 
little  effect. 

The  importance  of  accurate  registration  cannot  be  over¬ 
estimated.  The  decision  of  questions  of  legitimacy,  of  legal 
settlement  in  towns  and  other  contested  points,  may  often  depend 
upon  facts  which  can  in  no  way  be  obtained  except  from  the 
record  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths.  Especially  is  this  true  in 
establishing  the  claims  of  soldiers  and  sailors  or  their  families  upon 
the  government,  and  in  securing  the  identification  of  their  wives  or 
relatives.  Cases  have  several  times  been  brought  to  my  knowledge 
where  parties  have  been  put  to  considerable  trouble  and  expense, 
also  serious  delay,  in  the  prosecution  of  their  claims  through  defects 
in  the  records,  and  in  each  case  the  absence  of  the  facts  desired 
was  due  to  the  parties  themselves  and  not  to  the  lack  of  duly  of 
former  town  clerks.  Probably  no  class  of  records  is  more  incom¬ 
plete  than  is  the  record  of  marriages;  many  times  the  entry  of  the 
intention  will  be  found,  but  no  record  of  the  m  irriage.  Clergymen 
and  others  authorized  to  perform  the  marriage  r.te,  either  through 
carelessness  or  ignorance  of  the  law,  fail  to  make  their  returns  as 
required  by  statute.  If  every  person  realized  the  importance  of 
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accurate  registration,  and  would  interest  themselves  sufficiently  in 
it  to  see  that  in  their  particular  case  it  was  properly  done,  much 
needless  expense  and  delay  in  connecting  f  un  lies  and  establishing 
claims  could  in  the  future  be  obviated.  The  growing  interest  in 
genealogy,  the  custom  of  celebrating  town  anniversaries,  with  the 
attending  historical  addresses  and  the  established  importance  of 
matters  of  record,  lead  persons  to  consult  the  records  much  more 
than  formerly  If  any  errors  are  noted  in  ihe  above  table  of  vital 
st  itistics,  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  mv  attention  called  to  them,  and 
will  cheerfully  correct  the  same.  Hlauks  necessary  for  making 
returns  can  be  obtained  of  the  Town  Clerk  free. 

HORACP:  C.  ADAMS,  Town  Clerk. 

Mendon,  Feb  13,  1892. 
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TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


eleventh  annual  report  of  the  trustees 

OF  THE  TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

In  the  removal  from  town  of  Gnstavus  B.  Williams,  Esq.,  the 
Library  lost  the  services  of  one  who  had  been  a  Trustee  from  the 
establishment  of  the  Library,  and  who  had  devoted  a  large  amount 
of  thought  and  labor  to  its  best  interests  and  prosperity.  The 
vacancy  caused  by  Mr.  Williams’  resignation  was  filled  by  the 
choice  of  Erwin  A.  Snow. 

To  fill  that  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Miss  Lena  Williams  as 
Librarian,  the  Trustees  were  fortunate  to  secure  the  services  of 
Miss  Annie  W.  Gaskill,  who  also  completed  the  preparation  of  the 
manuscript  for  the  new  catalogue.  This  catalogue,  which  has  been 
in  contemplation  some  time,  is  now  published  and  ready  for 
delivery.  The  compiling  and  printing  of  the  same  may  seem,  to 
thosi'  unacquainted  with  such  matters,  to  have  cost  an  unnecessarily 
large  sum,  but  considering  the  quality  of  the  work,  the  catalogues 
are  obtained  at  a  very  reasonable  figure.  The  time  had  come  when 
a  new  and  more  comprehensive  catalogue  must  be  had,  if  the  full 
benefit  of  the  Library  was  to  be  realized,  and  the  Trustees  hope 
they  have  furnished  one  that  meets  all  reasonable  expectations. 
The  manuscript  for  it  was  prepared  by  Miss  Williams,  the  former 
Librarian,  assisted  by  Miss  Carrie  A.  R.  Ford,  and  the  present 
Librarian. 

The  catalogues  were  printed  by  Mr.  G  M.  Billings,  of  the 
Milford  Gazette,  and  neither  he  nor  his  able  assistant  spared  any 
effort  to  make  them  accurate,  and  a  credit  to  the  Library. 

The  Trustees  have  put  the  price  at  a  low  figure,  that  every 
family  may  have  at  least  one,  and  relieve  the  Librarian  of  the  often 
unpleasant  task  of  selecting  books  for  others. 

The  thanks  of  the  citizens  are  extended  to  all  who  have  made 
donatinns  to  it,  or  in  any  way  contributed  to  the  success  of  the 
Library  the  past  year. 

The  books  were  examined  Feb.  9th  current,  and  found  account¬ 
ed  for  and  in  satisfactory  condition. 

Two  copies  of  the  Annals  of  Mendon  have  been  sold,  and  three 
copies  exchanged  for  other  town  histories,  Ihe  past  year. 

The  Trustees  have  engaged  Miss  Gaskill  as  Librarian  for  the 
ensu''ng  year. 

We  recommend  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  Library  the  ensuing  year. 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE,  )  Trustees 
HORACE  C.  ADAMS,  [  Taft  Public 
ERWIN  A.  SNOW,  )  Library. 

Meudon,  Feb.  13,  1892. 
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LIBRARIAN’S  ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 
To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library. 


The  Library  was  re-opened  for  the  delivery  of  books,  Feb.  14, 
1891. 

The  whole  number  of  books  given  out  from  the  Library  during 
the  year  has  been  34  72 — 114  less  than  last  year. 

The  largest  number  delivered  on  any  Saturday  was  101  ;  the 
smallest  number,  36  ;  the  average  number,  68. 

The  delivery  by  divisions  was  as  follows :  Agriculture,  7 ; 
Biography,  50;  History,  145;  Travel,  118;  Educational,  30; 
Miscellaneous,  100;  Poetry,  43;  Novels,  2590;  Periodicals,  389. 

The  Library  has  been  increased  by  145  volumes,  making  a  total 
of  2953.  This  addition  was  obtained  from  the  following  sources: 
The  town  purchased  57,  and  secured  3  in  exchange  for  the  Annals 
of  Mendon  ;  Rev.  Carlton  A.  Staples  gave  35  volumes,  besides  a 
large  number  of  pamphlets :  13  were  presented  by  Hon.  J.  H. 
Walker,  who  has  also  furnished  the  Library  with  the  Official 
Gazette  of  the  U.  S.  Patent  Office  for  1  year ;  6  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

Others  contributing  1  volume  are  :  Hon.  W.  G.  Veazey,  Hon. 
Geo.  Fred  Williams,  J.  M.  Rusk,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  John 
Guy  Vassar,  F.  A.  Tupper,  Bell  street  Chapel,  Providence,  R.  I., 
Insurance  Companies,  Hartford,  Conn.,  Miss  Sally  V.  Allen  and 
John  B.  Mellen. 

Gen.  Wm.  F.  Draper  has  given  1  year’s  subscription  to  the 
Social  Economist,  a  monthly  magazine. 

Twenty  volumes  were  magazines  given  principally  by  Rev.  C. 
A.  Staples,  Julius  A.  George  and  Edith  Bennett,  and  bound  by 
the  town,  the  past  year. 

All  books  were  returned  on  Feb.  6. 

ANNIE  W.  GASKILL,  Librarian. 

Mendon,  Feb.  8,  1892. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 

Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public 


Library  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  9,  1892  : 

Dr. 

To  cash  on  hand .  .  $0  62 

“  received  on  4  town  orders .  380  00 

“  Annie  W.  Gaskill,  cards,  fines,  etc..  9  56 


$390  18 
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By  cash  paid  Geo.  W.  Tucker,  for  labor .  $1  75 

44  44  Eli  Bates,  for  wood . 5  00 

44  44  J.  A.  George,  expressage .  1  45 

u  44  W.  B.  Clarke  &  Co.,  books  and  binding..  73  51 

44  44  Lena  Williams,  services  as  Librarian ... .  24  00 

44  44  44  labor  on  catalogue  and 

cash  paid .  26  69 

“  4  G.  M.  Billing-,  labels .  2  25 

“  44  Carrie  A.  R.  Ford,  labor  on  catalogue ..  .  25  80 

“  44  G.  M.  Billings,  labels .  2  00 

4  4  4  4  Geo.  H.  Walker  &  Co.,  atlas .  15  00 

4  4  4  4  G.  M.  Billings,  paper  and  express .  6  00 

4  4  4  4  Annie  W.  Gaskill,  expressage  and  supplies  6  37 

44  4  4  44  labor  on  catalogue .  6  75 

4  4  4  4  4  4  services  as  Librarian..  28  00 

4  4  4  4  G.  M.  Billings,  printing  catalogue .  165  00 

Cash  on  hand .  0  61 


$390  18 

Respectfully  submitted, 


HORACE  C.  ADAMS,  Treasurer. 

Mendon,  Feb.  12,  1892. 


Examined,  found  correct,  and  with  proper  vouchers. 


JULIUS  A.  GEORGE, 
ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 


i 


Auditors. 


Mendon.  Feb.  13,  1892. 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Citizens  op1  the  Town  of  Mendon  : 

The  following  report  of  the  School  Committee  is  respectfully 
submitted  : 

The  Committee  organized  March  7,  1891,  and  elected  Frank  H. 
Wood  chairman  and  Edward  Dixon  secretary,  and  assigned  the 
general  care  of  school  property  as  follows  : 

West  and  Albeeville,  Frank  H.  Wood;  Center  and  North, 
Edward  Dixon  ;  South  and  East,  Lyman  Cook.  Edward  Dixon 
was  re-appointed  school  book  agent. 

During  the  summer,  Mr.  Dixon  removed  from  town,  thereby 
causing  a  vacancy  in  the  School  Board,  which  was  filled  by  the 
election  of  Erwin  A.  Snow  as  his  successor. 

In  the  removal  of  Mr.  Dixon,  the  town  loses  the  services  of  one 
whose  long  experience  with  the  schools,  and  whose  knowledge  of 
school  matters,  made  him  a  valuable  member  of  the  School 
Committee. 

The  committee  consider  they  were  very  fortunate  in  securing 
the  services  of  Miss  Nancy  C.  George,  as  superintendent  of  schools, 
and  although  her  work  did  not  begin  until  November,  are  very 
much  pleased  with  it,  as  she  is  very  much  interested  in  the  schools, 
and  has  devoted  a  large  amount  of  time  to  ascertaining  the  condition 
and  needs  of  the  different  schools.  She  is  too  well  known  by  the 
people  of  Mendon  to  need  any  recommendation  from  the  School 
Committee  as  to  her  ability. 

We  would  particularly  urge  upon  the  citizens  of  Mendon  the 
necessity  of  a  suitable  appropriation  to  continue  the  work  begun 
by  the  present  superintendent,  as  without  a  superintendent  we  can¬ 
not  hope  to  have  good  schools. 

We  would  respectfully  recommend  the  following  appropriations 
for  the  ensuing  year  : 


Support  of  Schools  .  $1600  00 

Text  Books  and  Supplies . 150  00 

Incidentals .  200  00 

Apparatus .  50  00 

Superintendent .  300  00 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


Support  of  schools .  $1600  00 

Incidentals .  200  00 

Text  books  and  supplies . 200  00 

Superintendent  of  schools  . .  60  00 

Apparatus . . .  50  00 


OTHER  RECEIPTS. 


Income  from  State  school  fund .  $267  64 

“  dog  tax .  169  96 

Due  from  out  of  town  scholars,  1891-92.  . .  25  00 

Received  from  sale  of  outbuilding .  3  50 

Returned  of  Kate  Chapin’s  bill.  .  1  00 

-  $2577  10 


EXPENDITURES. 


Teachers .  $1863  00 

Fuel . . . 104  71 

Care  of  rooms .  54  45 

Text  books  and  supplies . 272  35 

Incidentals .  233  47 

Apparatus  .  14  25 

Balance  unexpended .  34  87 

-  $2577  10 


Amount  due  above  what  was  due  last  year.  $188  00 
41  unexpended. .  34  87 


Total  excess  of  appropriations .  $153  13 

Amount  due  above  what  was  due  last  year, 

for  support  of  schools .  $128  00 

Resources  for  support  of  schools .  $2062  60 

Expended .  .  2022  16 


Balance  unexpended .  $40  44 


Total  excess  of  appropriation  for  support  of 

schools . .  $87  56 
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AMOUNTS  CHARGED  TO  SCHOOLS  SEPARATELY. 

North  school .  $334  32 

Primary  and  Grammar  . .  652  63 

West . 230  75 

Albeeville .  197  16 

High . •  •  •  • .  346  32 

East . 173  00 

.wouth  .  218  00 

School  books  and  supplies . . .  272  35 

Incidentals,  general  supplies .  103  45 

Apparatus .  14  25 

-  $2542  23 

ACCOUNT  IN  DETAIL. 


NORTH  SCHOOL. 

Ada  C.  Taft,  teaching  31  weeks .  $240  00 

44  care  of  room . .  8  25 

L.  A.  Cook,  2  tons  coal .  13  00 

W.  W.  Nelson,  1  cord  wood .  4  00 

44  fitting  same .  1  80 

44  cleaning  room .  2  00 

44  repairs  on  seats .  1  00 

44  use  of  well .  3  00 

44  212  feet  boards .  2  75 

44  care  of  fires .  11  00 

44  labor  on  fence .  45 

F.  H.  Wood,  4  4  44  44  .  90 

G.  M.  Taft,  posts .  5  60 

Z.  C.  Field,  lumber .  16  57 

Weed  Bros.  &  Lent,  labor .  24  00 

-  $334  32 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

.  W.  S.  Ricketts,  teaching  6  weeks .  $90  00 

J.  F.  Allison,  44  16  weeks .  245  00 

I.  E.  Jones,  desks .  11  32 

-  $346  32 

EAST  SCHOOL. 

Lyman  Cook,  teaching  19  weeks .  $152  00 

44  1  cord  wood .  2  50 

44  fitting  3  cords  wood .  4  50 

44  care  rooms  and  fires,  3  bills..  3  00 
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“  cash  paid  use  of  well ........  2  00 

E.  T.  Bates,  2  cords  wood . .' .  7  00 

“  gravel  and  drawing . .  2  00 


SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Mary  A.  Barrows,  teaching  22  weeks .  154  00 

“  care  of  room .  2  00 

Fred  Gaskill,  teaching  8  weeks .  48  00 

u  care  of  room .  2  00 

L.  B.  Gaskill,  2  cords  of  wood  and  fitting..  12  00 


Centre  Schools — Grammar  and  Primary. 

Cora  A.  Toothaker,  teaching  10  weeks .  890  00 

Delphia  S.  Woodbury,  “  20  “  200  00 

Mary  E.  Dudley,  “  16  “  128  00 

“  ‘  “  14  “  .  126  00 

L.  A.  Cook,  4  tons  coal .  26  00 

Morton  A.  Holbrook,  care  of  rooms  and  fires  7  20 

E.  A.  Snow,  “  “  6  50 

“  sundries .  1  40 

Mrs.  Scisco,  cleaning  rooms .  3  25 

Harry  Dixon,  cutting  and  housing  2  cords 

wood .  4  00 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  2  cords  wood .  9  00 

Harry  Dixon,  care  of  rooms  and  fires .  5  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  use  of  well .  7  00 

Harry  Dixon,  labor .  25 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  moving  outbuildings .  1  50 

“  1  day’s  work  with  man .  3  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  labor .  12  32 

Z.  C.  Field,  lumber... .  5  34 

John  Barry,  old  bill .  3  98 

A.  C.  Chilson,  labor  and  supplies .  6  12 

E.  A.  Bates,  posts,  old  bill .  2  60 

A.  S.  Pickering, , labor .  1  97 

E.  A.  Snow,  repairs .  2  20 


8173  00 


8218  00 


8652  63 


WEST  SCHOOL. 


Nancy  C.  Wood,  teaching  30  weeks .  $210  00 

“  care  room .  ....  2  00 

A.  E.  Southwick,  “  fires .  3  00 

E.  A.  Bates,  1  cord  wood .  5  00 

F.  H.  Wood,  fitting  same . .  1  75 
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“  setting  glass .  25 

“  cleaning  room .  1  25 

H.  M.  Goldth waite,  fitting  wood .  1  50 

E.  L,  Southwick,  use  of  well  2  years .  6  00 


ALBEEVILLE  SCHOOL. 

Bertha  F.  Albee,  teaching  30  weeks .  $180  00 

“  care  of  room .  4  50 

G  M.  Taft,  1  cord  wood .  4  38 

E.  A.  Bates,  1  “  .  5  00 

F.  H.  Wood,  fitting  wood,  2  bills .  3  28 


Incidentals  for  the  Schools  in  General. 

Edward  Dixon,  treasurer  1890-91  .  $10  00 

L.  Freeman,  postage,  etc .  2  10 

Edward  Dixon,  fare  to  Boston .  2  00 

“  school  book  agent .  20  00 

“  secretary  of  school  committee  3  00 

“  supervisor  of  schools .  7  50 

taking  school  census,  North 

and  Centre .  1  50 

Avery  &  Woodbury,  chair .  1  65 

Cook  &  Sons,  monthly  reports .  3  00 

Express .  5  85 

Boston  School  Supply  Company .  30  85 

J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co .  16  00 


$230  75 


$197  16 


$103  45 


FRANK  H.  WOOD, 
ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 
LYMAN  COOK. 


SCHOOL  BOOK  AGENT’S  REPORT. 
Dr. 

To  books  and  supplies  purchased : 


J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co  .  $64  20 

Boston  School  Supply  Co .  122  98 

Thompson,  Brown  &  Co .  6  00 

J.  L.  Hammett  &  Co .  18  73 

Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co .  8  05 

Ginn  &  Co .  38  57 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co .  8  40 

Kate  Chapin .  2  40 

E.  A.  Snow  . .  50 
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Oliver  Ditson  &  Co . , .  2  52 

To  books  and  supplies  on  band .  6  39 

-  3278  74 


Cr. 

By  books  and  supplies  furnished  : 


High  School .  348  42 

Grammar  School .  36  12 

Primary  School . 43  50 

North  School . 24  20 

East  School . 20  15 

South  School .  27  80 

West  School .  14  90 

Albeeville  School.... .  15  49 

Books  and  supplies  on  hand .  48  16 

-  3278  74 


BOOKS  AND  SUPPLIES  ON  HAND. 


35  Davis  First  Headers .  37  00 

31  “  Second  “  .  9  30 

12  “  Fourth  “  .  7  20 

2  Harper’s  First  “  32 

3  Montgomery’s  U.  S.  Histories .  1  59 

1  Eggleston’s  Primary  History .  35 

12  Wentworth’s  “  Arithmetics .  3  60 

7  Coggswell’s  Lessons  in  Numbers .  1  75 

2J  doz.  writing  spellers .  70 

5£  “  “  books . . .  4  40 

11  “  “  primary .  6  60 

2  bottles  ink .  70 

3J  gross  art  slate  pencils .  3  15 

14  reams  paper .  1  50 

-  348  16 


EDWARD  DIXON,  School  Book  Agent. 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS. 


Xo  the  Citizens  of  Mendon  : 

During  the  four  months  and  a  half  since  mv  election  to  this  of¬ 
fice,  I  have  become  acquainted  with  the  schools  of  the  town,  and 
with  the  teachers  ;  have  watched  the  methods  of  teaching  employed, 
have  noted  merit  and  progress;  have  observed  defects  and  needs; 
but  the  time  has  been  too  short,  and  my  previous  knowledge  of  the 
schools  too  slight,  to  accomplish  much  in  the  way  of  permanent 
improvements. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  term  of  service,  every  school  was  in 
session.  Of  the  eight  teachers,  six  had  had  charge  of  their  res¬ 
pective  schools  for  three  terms,  at  least,  and  two  of  the  six  for  a 
much  longer  time.  There  had  been  recent  changes  in  the  High 
School  and  Grammar.  Miss  Delpia  S.  Woodbury,  a  graduate  from 
the  Westfield  Normal  School,  a  teacher  of  experience,  was  finishing 
her  first  term’s  work  in  the  Grammar  school.  Mr.  J.  Francis 
Allison,  a  graduate  from  Dartmouth  College,  had  taught  one  month 
in  the  High  School. 

All  these  teachers  proved  to  be  conscientious  and  faithful,  and 
the  results  of  their  work  are  more  or  less  satisfactory. 

THE  PRIMARY  SCHOOL. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  there  were  too  many  in  this  school,  re¬ 
markably  good  work  has  been  done  bv  teacher  and  pupils.  In  read¬ 
ing,  the  thoughts  contained  in  sentences  have  been  impressed  upon 
the  minds  of  the  children,  and,  as  a  result,  many  in  the  schools  can 
read  easy  selections  with  intelligence  and  expression  In  number, 
too,  the  work  has  been  very  satisfactory.  The  copy  books  showed 
neatness  and  great  care. 

THE  GRAMxMAR  SCHOOL. 

In  the  fall  and  winter,  this  school  has  been  faithfully  taught  by 
Miss  Woodburv.  She  has  followed  the  methods  of  instruction  ap¬ 
proved  by  Normal  schools.  About  the  spring  term,  I  know  little, 
except  that  Miss  Toothaker  wa<  a  favorite  with  both  pupils  and 
parents.  This  school  shows  the  effects  of  frequent  changes  in 
teachers,  and  irregular  attendance  :  the  scholarship  is  not  what  it 
should  be.  Surely  it  is  a  great  mistake  for  any  healthy  bov  or  girl, 
who  has  not  mastered  the  fundamental  principles  of  arithmetic,  and 
has  not  a  fair  knowledge  of  grammar  and  geography,  to  attend 
school  only  one  term  in  the  year,  or  a  part  only  of  each  term. 
Parents  should  remedy  this  evil  of  irregular  attendance,  and  the 
school  committee  should  endeavor  to  permanently  secure  a  thorough, 
wideawake  teacher. 
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THE  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

As  usual,  this  school  has  not  completed  its  3rear’s  work  as  the 
town  reports  go  to  press. 

We  are  foitunate  in  having  such  a  capable  teacher  as  Mr.  Alli¬ 
son.  The  different  branches  have  been  well  taught,  and  good 
progress  has  been  shown.  There  has  been  some  advance  in  the 
depo  tment  of  the  scholars,  but  it  is  not  yet  praiseworthy.  There 
seems  to  be  a  lamentable  impression  among  some  of  the  pupils  of 
both  sexes,  in  the  Mendou  Hi  Hi  School,  that  that  institution  is 
maintained  for  their  amusement  and  entertainment.  Until  this  im¬ 
pression  is  removed,  the  school  cannot  do  its  best  work.  One 
pupil  has  been  suspended.  When  warnings  and  suspensions  of 
short  duration  proved  to  have  no  lasting  effect,  it  was  deemed 
necessary  to  suspend  the  offender  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

A  class  of  seven  is  to  be  gr  duated  on  March  twenty-fifth. 
While  the  School  Committee  and  Superintendent  desire  to  have  an 
unpretentious  graduation,  we  have  been  obliged  to  secure  paid 
musicians,  since  the  school,  as  a  whole,  is  not  musical,  and  has  had 
no  training  in  part  singing.  Would  it  not  be  a  good  plan  to  en¬ 
gage,  in  the  future,  a  competent  teacher  to  train  the  scholars  in 
chorus  music? 

THE  DISTRICT  SCHOOLS. 

These,  with  one  exception,  being  small,  have  consequently 
lacked  the  enthusiasm  of  numbers,  yet  fair  work  has  been  general¬ 
ly  doue.  In  one  or  two  schools,  old  methods  of  teaching  have  been 
used  which  are  not  advised  ;  in  some  of  the  others,  the  new  methods 
seemed  to  be  more  important  than  the  knowledge  acquired  ;  in  one, 
excellent  work  has  been  done.  There  is  need  of  more  systematic 
work  and  of  a  uniformity  of  methods. 

In  the  South  School,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Barrows  resigned  at  the 
end  of  the  fall  term,  and  Mr.  Fred  Gaskill,  a  graduate  from  the 
Hopedale  High  School,  has  had  charge  of  the  work  during  a  short 
winter  term.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Mrs.  Barrows  was  obliged 
to  resign. 

The  East  School  has  not  fin:shed  its  winter  term,  so  full  statistics 
cannot  be  given. 

GENERAL  CHARACTERISTICS. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  following  characteristics  common  to 
Mendon  public  schools  : 

Independence  on  the  part  of  every  teacher.  This  is  exhibited  in 
the  subjects  taught,  in  methods  of  instruction,  in  change  of  time 
for  the  beginning  and  close  of  school  without  reference  to  the 
School  Committee,  and  even  in  keeping  registers.  The  registers 
have  been  “filled  up  and  returned”  in  several  different  manners, 
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some  of  them  incorrectly.  This  independence  can,  of  course,  be 
readily  accounted  for,  since  the  teachers  have  been  obliged  some¬ 
times  in  the  pa*t  to  use  their  own  judgments  in  many  matters. 
But  there  is  evident  need  of  reform  in  these  respects. 

A  general  lack  of  ambition  on  the  part  of  the  scholars,  and  a 
spirit  of  lawlessness,  developing  especially  among  the  older  ones. 
Exceptions  are  noticeable,  but  th-  re  is  cause  for  anxiety  about  our 
boys  and  girls,  who  are  soon  to  be  men  and  women,  citizens  and 
voters.  What  can  be  done  for  them?  Have  our  schools  failed  in 
their  duty,  and  if  so,  where? 

I  quote  the  words  of  a  Superintendent  well  known  in  Massachu¬ 
setts  : 

“The  public  schools  are  organized  for  the  benefit  of  the  public 
and  for  its  protection.  They  are  to  produce  manly  men  and  wom¬ 
anly  women,  who  shall  repay,  through  their  good  citizenships,  the 
expenses  and  labor  bestowed  upon  them.  If  the  schools  fail  of 
this,  they  do  not  accomplish  that  for  which  they  were  established. 
But  schools  cannot  do  everything.  Parents,  I  fear,  are  inclined  to 
trust  too  much  to  them.  The  home  must  second  the  school  and 
the  church  aid  both.  Each  of  these  has  its  own  sphere  in  the 
educational  scheme,  and  its  own  responsibilities.” 

BOOKS  AND  APPARATUS.. 

Quite  a  variety  of  text  books  are  in  use  throughout  the  town. 
While  it  is  certainly  advisable  to  have  more  than  one  kind  of  read¬ 
ing  books  in  the  different  grades,  and  also  to  have  plenty  of  books 
for  reference,  there  would  be  many  advantages  in  having  similar 
text  books  for  all  the  schools. 

Books  have  been  purchased  for  the  study  of  American  literature, 
which  has  been  introduced  into  the  High  School  to  fill  a  vacancy  in 
the  course.  With  books  of  reference  from  the  Taft  Public  Library, 
this  subject  has  been  made  interesting  and  profitable.  If,  in  the 
future,  one  term  be  given  to  English  literature  and  one  to  American, 
a  deficiency  in  the  course  will  be  removed. 

A  few  pieces  of  apparatus  for  the  class  in  natural  philosophy, 
have  been  purchased  for  the  High  School.  There  is  need  of  many 
more  in  order  to  obtain  best  results  from  the  study. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

1.  That  parents  and  other  citizens  take  more  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  public  schools. 

2.  That  the  teachers  hold  meetings,  by  w'hich  they  may  become 
more  “alive  to  the  demands  that  modern  thought  is  making  upon 
them,”  and  at  which  meetings  the  most  approved  methods  be 
uniformly  adopted. 
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3.  That  would-be  teachers  do  not  assume  such  duties  without  a 
due  sen&e  of  the  importance  and  seriousness  of  the  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
NANCY  C.  GEORGE,  Superintendent. 
Mendon,  Feb.  17,  1892. 


ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

The  following  have  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy  for  the  time 
specified : 

One  Term. 

High  School. — Dora  Davenport,  Abbie  Taft,  Florence  E.  Snow, 
Alice  Quigley,  A.  Dwight  Davenport,  Arthur  Y.  Pond,  Wylie  B. 
Stenson,  Walter  F.  Towne,  Grace  G.  Nutter,  Estine  Taft,  Mary 
L.  Wood,  Ernest  L.  Tucker. 

Grammar  School. — Jeremiah  Driscoll,  Nathan  Towne,  Bessie 
Cook,  Clara  Pond,  Florence  Taft,  Minnie  Moore,  Clarence  Moores, 
Jessie  Rhodes,  Minnie  Wood. 

Primary  School. — Annie  E.  Kinsley,  Earle  B.  Lowell,  Bertie 
L.  Moores,  Oliver  G.  Moores,  Ernest  M  Pickering,  Elmer  I. 
Rhodes,  Annie  I.  Wheeler,  Jessie  Wheeler. 

NoRxp  School. — Carrie  Beal,  Rosie  Quigley,  Arthur  Beal. 

South  School. — Ida  M.  Barrows,  Ada  A.  Fletcher,  Eliza  D. 
Fletcher,  F.  Everett  Darling,  Willie  A.  Bebo. 

East  School. — John  D.  Bates,  Charles  E.  Cook,  Norman  Cook, 
Harry  E.  Bates. 

Albeevillg  School. — Mabel  Wilcox,  Otis  Wilcox. 

Two  Terms. 

Grammar  School. — Lewis  Ford,  Anna  Kinsley. 

Primary  School. — Edward  F.  Driscoll,  William  Driscoll,  John 
Driscoll,  Belle  Rhodes,  Lillian  Freeman,  Edward  F.  Gaskill. 

South  School. — Florence  M.  Barrows,  Charles  C.  Daniels, 
Bennie  I.  Barrows,  Raymond  Barrows. 
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West  School. — Caroline  S.  Wood,  William  Broughey. 
Three  Terms. 

Primary  School. — Charles  G.  Gardner,  Maud  A.  Taft. 

Six  Terms. 

Primary  School. — Fred  A.  Snow. 
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SCHOOLS. 

TEACHERS. 

Terms. 

No.  of  Scholars. 

Average  Membership! 

Avei’age  Attendance. 

Per  Cent,  of 

Attendance 

Iso.  ot  scholars  under 

'  5  years  of  age. 

No  of  scholars  over, 

15  years  of  age. 

No.  of  scholars  bew’n 

8  and  14  yrs  of  age  1 

Wages  ot  Teachers  i 

per  month. 

HIGH. 

J.  Francis  Allison, 

1 

2 

30 

28.6 

28 

93 

19 

$60 

GRAMMAR. 

Cora  A.  Toothaker, 

1 

26 

24.8 

23.4 

90 

1 

25 

36 

Delphia  S.  Woodbury, 

2 

24 

22.8 

!21  2  88 

1 

18 

40 

“ 

3 

25 

23.3 

20. 

80 

2 

19 

40 

PRIMARY. 

Mary  E.  Dudley, 

1 

37 

34.8 

33.3 

90 

1 

16 

32 

“ 

2 

41 

38.5 

37.2 

91 

19 

05  OS 
to  05 

“ 

3 

38 

35.8 

30. 

79 

21 

36 

NORTH. 

Ada  C.  Taft, 

1 

21 

16. 

14  7 

70 

17 

32 

“ 

2 

23 

22.5 

21.3 

93 

1 

15 

32 

“ 

3 

23 

22.5 

20  1 

87 

15 

32 

SOUTH. 

Mary  A.  Barrows, 

1 

13 

13 

12  3 

95 

1 

9 

28 

“ 

2 

14 

14. 

12  5 

89 

8 

28 

Fred  Gaskill, 

3 

12 

9  9 

8  1 

68 

9 

24 

EAST. 

Lyman  Cook, 

1 

17 

17. 

14.9 

88 

8 

32 

“ 

2 

16 

15.2 

14. 

88 

7 

32 

“ 

3 

32 

WEST. 

Nancy  C.  Wood, 

1 

10 

97 

95 

95 

7 

28 

** 

2 

8 

8. 

7  7 

96 

5 

28 

“ 

3 

7 

7. 

6.5 

93 

1  4 

28 

ALBEEVILLE. 

Bertba  F.  Albee, 

1 

7 

5.9 

5.3 

76 

1  4 

24 

“ 

2 

7 

4  6 

4.2 

60 

1 

i  2 

24 

3 

8 

6.5 

6. 

75 

1 

6 

24 
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AUDITOR’S  REPORT, 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Selectmen,  Treasurer, 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Superintendent  of  Streets,  Town  Clerk,  and 
Collector  of  Taxes  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  and  that  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library,  for  the  past 
municipal  year,  and  find  them  correctly  kept  and  with  proper 
vouchers. 

CHARLES  H.  ALLEN,  Auditor. 


Mendon,  Feb.  18,  1892. 


TOWN  WARRANT, 


Worcester  ss. — To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  in 
the  County  of  Worcester,  Greeting  : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are 
directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  qualified 
to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the  Town  Hall, 
in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  seventh  day  of  March,  next, 
punctually  at  ten  o’clock,  a.  m.,  to  act  on  the  following  articles 
viz  : — 

Article  1.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  in  said  meet¬ 
ing. 

Article  2.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  several  town  officers 
and  committees,  and  act  thereon. 

Article  3.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the 
year  ensuing. 

Article  4.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  are  necessary  to 
defray  town  charges,  and  make  appropriations  of  the  same. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  section  seventy- 
four,  and  the  three  following  sections,  of  Chap.  27,  of  the  Public 
Statutes,  and  under  such  acceptance,  choose  a  board  of  Road  Com¬ 
missioners. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  town  will  require  the  School  Com¬ 
mittee  annually  to  appoint  a  Superintendent  of  Schools^  and  if  so, 
raise  and  appropriate  money  for  his  salary. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  list  of 
jurors  reported  by  the  Selectmen,  or  make  any  alterations  in  the 

same. 

Article  8.  To  see  what  measures,  if  any,  the  town  will 
adopt  to  secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  continue  the 
High  School. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer  to 
hire  money  to  pay  current  expenses  for  the  municipal  year  commenc¬ 
ing  March  7th,  1892,  in  anticipation  of  the  collection  of  the  taxes. 

Article  11.  To  bring  in  their  ballots  “Yes”  or  “No”  in  ans¬ 
wer  to  the  question,  “Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town  ?” 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  continue  communication 
by  telephone  with  Milford,  as  security  against  destruction  by  fire, 
or  act  in  relation  thereto. 


Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  determine  what  shall  be 
the  length  of  the  school  year. 

Article  14.  To  see  what  amount,  if  any,  the  town  will  raise 
and  appropriate  for  the  purchase  of  school  apparatus. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  431  of  the  Acts  of  1838,  relating  to  the  employment  of  a 
superintendent  of  schools,  and  appropriate  money  therefor 

Article  16.  To  see  what  action,  if  any,  the  town  will  take 
towards  procuring  a  safe  or  safes. 

Article  17.  To  see  what  portion  of  its  records,  if  any,  the 
town  will  vote  to  have  copied  or  made  more  complete. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant,  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  thereof  at  each  of  the  following  places  in  said 
town,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting, 
viz  :  At  the  post-office,  and  on  the  door  of  the  schoolhouse  in 
Albeeville,  and  at  the  post-office  at  South  Milford. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  or  Town  Clerk,  before  the 
time  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  twenty- second  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety-two. 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE,  )  Selectmen 
ALBERT  W.  GASKILL,  of 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN,  )  Mendon. 


A  true  copy.  Attest : 


Constable  of  Mendon. 
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ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE  VARIOUS 


BOHRDS  OF  TOJa£N  OFFICERS 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  flENDON, 

INCLUDING  REPORT  OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

FOR  THE 


Municipal  Year  Ending  March  6,  189?. 


MILFORD,  MASS.: 

G.  M.  BILLINGS,  PRINTER,  GAZETTE  OFFICE. 

1893. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


The  undersigned,  Treasurer  of  the  town  of  Mendon  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  Maich  6,  1893,  respectfully  submits  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account  ot  his  doings: — 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  the  following  items,  viz: — 
To  cash  received  of  the  treasurer  of  Men¬ 
don  for  the  municipal  year  ending 
March  7,  1992,  $  618  00* 

To  cash  borrowed  on  7  town  notes,  3500  00 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  viz: — 

Balance  corporation  tax,  1891  and  ’92,  814  84 

Support  and  burial  of  state  paupers,  10  00 

-  24  84 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer: — 

Corporation  tax,  $117  73 

National  bank  tax,  456  67 

Military  Aid,  Chap.  279,  Acts  1889,  38  00 

State  Aid,  Chap.  301,  Acts  1889,  666  00 

-  1,278  40 


To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer, 
school  fund, 

To  cash  received  of  County  Treasurer,  dog 
fund, 

To  cash  received  of  the  Collector  of  taxes 
for  the  year  1891, 

To  cash  received  of  the  Collector  of  taxes 
for  the  year  1892, 

To  cash  received  of  Edward  L.  Smith, 
rent  of  Town  Hall  to  April  1,  1892, 

To  cash  received  for  Annals  of  Mtndon, 

To  cash  received  of  I.  O.  Rhodes  for  use 
of  telephone, 

To  cash  received  of  School  Committee, 

To  cash  received  of  I.  O.  Rhodes  for  hay 
scale  fees, 

To  cash  received  of  John  L.  Davenport  for 
auctioneer’s  license, 

To  cash  received  of  S.  Warren  Cook  for 
auctioneer’s  license, 

To  cash  received  of  W.  Harden  for  alley 
license, 


334  64 

171  70 

331  96 

5,799  31 

76  50 
5  50 

37  75 
34  28 

15  65 

2  00 

2  00 

2  00 
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To  cash  received  of  C.  A.  Dewey,  Esq.,  $20 

To  cash  received  for  old  window,  10 


$12,234  83 

The  Treasurer  credits  himself  with  the  following  items, viz.:—- 
By  paying  180  town  orders,  $7,642  16 

By  paying  7  town  notes,  3,500  00 

By  paying  interest,  91  11 

By  paying  state  tax,  455  00 

By  cash  on  hand,  546  56 


$12,234  83 

NATHAN  R.  GEORGE, 

Treasurer. 

Mendon,  February  17,  1893. 
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SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  expenditures  of  the  town  for  the  municipal  year  ending 
March  6,  1898: — 

INCIDENTALS. 

L.  D.  Chip-man,  storage  of  extinguisher,  12  months,  $  12  00 

L.  D.  Chipman,  care  of  fires  at  extinguisher  room,  5 

months,  5  00 

G.  M.  Taft,  kindlings  at  extinguisher  room,  40 

J.  M.  French,  returning  2  births,  50 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  locks  on  tombs,  1  50 

C.  El  is  &  Sons,  hose  for  extinguisher,  6  50 

C.  Ellis  &  Sons,  coat  hooks,  20 

I.  O.  Rhodes,  hay  scale  book,  1  25 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  work  in  old  cemetery,  15  60 

M.  W.  Edwards,  fees  in  David  Wilbur  case,  2  88 

Waterman  Taft,  labor  around  soldiers’  monument,  1  93 

E.  L.  Smith,  fees  in  criminal  cases,  October,  1892,  5  16 

E.  L.  Smith,  special  service  on  July  4,  1892,  2  00 

C.  Ellis  &  Sons,  labor,  etc.,  town  water,  7  10 

H.  A.  Barney,  coal  for  extinguisher  room,  6  75 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  special  service  at  Wood’s  grove,  10  00 

Wood  &  Nye,  returning  10  deaths  in  1891,  14  in  1892,  6  00 

E.  A.  Snow,  tax  books,  9  50 

E.  A.  Snow,  express  on  tax  list,  35 

M.  P.  Burns,  fumigating  house  of  Mrs.  S.  F.  Towne,  5  00 

Taft  Public  library,  4  books  destroyed  at  same,  4  25 

Horace  C.  Adams,  returning  3  deaths,  75 

Horace  C.  Adams,  cash  paid  out  as  per  bill,  17  49 

Albert  W.  Gaskill,  labor,  etc.,  grading  at  Town  Hall,  3  49 

Albert  W.  Gaskill,  services  as  Inspector  of  Cattle,  etc.,  13  60 

J.  A.  George,  cash  paid  out  as  per  bill,  3  41 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  special  service  July  4,  1892,  2  00 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  care  of  O.  Cole,  *  1  00 

I.  O.  Rhodes,  operator  telephone  for  one  year  to 

March  1,  1893,  60  00 

Albert  W.  Gaskill,  labor  about  well,  3  00 


$208  61 
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CARE  AND  SUPPLIES  FOR  TOWN  HALL. 

E.  L.  Smith,  care  of  hall  to  April  1,  1892,  $55  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  sundries  for  hall  to  April  1,  1892,  14  32 

John  Taft,  topping  chimney,  4  50 

O.  Whitney  &  Son,  repairing  gutters,  1  75 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal,  21  24 


$96  81 

PRINTING. 

Cook  &  Sons,  town  reports  of  1892,  $40  00 

Cook  &  Sons,  tax  notices  and  tax  bills  4  50 

G.  M.  Billings,  check  lists  and  tally  slit  ets,  13  00 


$57  50 

SERVICES  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  lockup  keeper  to  April  1,  1892,  $  5  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  services  as  Auditor  for  1891,  3  00 

E.  A.  Snow,  assessing  taxes  of  1892,  43  35 

Albert  W.  Gaskill,  assessing  taxes  of  1892,  32  70 

W.  S.  Wilcox,  assessing  taxes  of  1892,  35  00 

J.  E.  Darling,  services  as  Assistant  Inspector,  election 

Nov.  8,  1892,  2  50 

Milo  A.  Gaskill,  services  as  Inspector,  election  Nov. 

8,  1892,  2  50 

Frank  C.  Wood,  services  as  Inspector,  election  Nov. 

8,  1892,  2  50 

Horace  C.  Adams,  services  as  Registrar  and  Election 

Officer,  15  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  services  as  Collector  of  taxes  of  ’91,  65  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  services  as  Selectman  and  Regis¬ 
trar,  28  00 

Albert  W.  Gaskill,  services  as  Selectman  and  Registrar,  29  00 

Julius  A.  George,  services  as  Selectman  and  Registrar,  50  00 

Nathan  R.  George,  services  as  Treasurer,  1892  and 

1893,  35  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  services  as  Constable  to  March  6,  1893,  15  00 


$363  55 

MILITARY  AID,  CHAPTER  279,  ACTS  OF  1889. 

John  Oakford,  #96  00 
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SOLDIERS’  RELIEF,  CHAPTER  298,  ACTS  OF  1889. 

Abel  G.  Weatherhead,  $55  40 

Mrs.  Stephen  Scisco,  24  75 

$80  15 


STATE  AID  TO  PENSIONERS,  CHAPTER  301,  ACTS  OF 

1889. 


John  Curley, 

$  12  00 

James  McKenna, 

48  00 

Rufus  Hazard, 

48  00 

Abel  G.  Weatherhead, 

120  00 

George  W.  Scisco, 

48  CO 

Waterman  Taft, 

48  00 

Dexter  Inman, 

72  00 

Caleb  V.  A.  Smith, 

48  00 

Ja'on  G.  Cummings, 

56  00 

Sidney  W.  Goodell, 

36  00 

Elijah  Rockwood, 

48  00 

Joanna  Curley, 

32  00 

$616  00 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

The  Selectmen,  as  required  by  Chapter  98  of  the  Acts  of  1889, 
appointed  a  Superintendent  of  Streets.  Frank  H.  Wood  was  ap¬ 
pointed,  and  his  compensation  fixed  at  25  cents  per  hour  of  actual 
service.  Attention  is  called  to  his  report,  following. 

Payments  on  account  of  roads  and  bridges  have  been  made  as 
follows,  viz :  — 

>  John  R.  Hayward,  filling  washouts,  $  1  00 

James  E.  Darling,  labor  on  gutter,  6  00 

Frank  H.  Wood,  Superintendent,  as  reported  below, 

17  orders,  1,608  16 


$1,615  16 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS,  SCHOOL  BOOKS, 
INCIDENTALS  AND  APPARATUS. 

Paid  School  Committee,  73  orders,  $3,063  38 


SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 
Paid  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  12  orders, 


$1,275  00 
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TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 
Paid  Trustees,  4  orders, 


$170  00 


RECAPITULATION. 


Incidentals,  $  208  61 

Town  Hall,  96  81 

Printing,  57  50 

Services  of  town  officers,  363  55 

State  Aid  to  pensioners,  Chap.  301,  Acts  of  1889,  616  00 

Military  Aid,  Chap.  279,  Acts  of  1889,  96  00 

Soldiers’  Relief,  Chap.  298,  Acts  of  1889,  80  15 

Roads,  1,615  16 

Schools,  3,063  38 

Poor,  1,275  00 

Library,  170  00 


$7,642  16 

The  Selectmen  report  that  the  available  assets  of  the  town, 
known  to  them,  are  as  follows,  viz :  — 

Due  from  Collector  of  1892,  $210  02 

Due  from  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap  301, 

to  Jan.  1,  1893,  12  months,  636  00 

Due  from  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  301, 

to  March  1,  1893,  2  months,  98  00 

Due  from  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  279, 

to  Jan.  1,  1893,  12  months,  48  00 

Due  from  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  279, 

to  March  1,  1893,  2  months,  8  00 

Cash  in  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  546  56 

-  $1,546  58 

The  liabilities  of  the  town,  so  far  as  known, 
are  as  follows,  viz  :  — 

Outstanding  bills,  estimated,  $  40  00 

Due  town  officers,  70  00 

Due  school  teachers,  at  close  of  term,  140  00 

Due  School  Superintendent,  at  close  of  year,  100  00 

-  350  00 


Net  balance  in  favor  of  the  town,  $1,196  58 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE, 

ALBERT  W.  GASKILL, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


Mendon,  February  17,  1893. 
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APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1892. 

Support  of  schools,  $1,600  00 

School  text-books,  150  00 

School  incidentals,  300  00 

School  apparatus,  50  00 

School  Superintendent,  300  00 

Support  of  poor,  1,000  00 

Roads  and  bridges,  1,500  00 

Taft  Public  Library,  175  00 

For  Suppression  of  liquor  selling,  gambling  and  vice,  50  00 

Interest,  100  00 

Town  incidentals,  200  00 


$5,425  00 


REPORT  OF 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS. 


The  Superintendent  respectfully  submits  the  following  re¬ 
port  for  the  municipal  year  ending  March  6,  1893  :  — 
Appropriation,  $1,500  00 

The  Superintendent  debits  himself  to  17 

Town  orders,  $1,608  16 


He  credits  himself  by  paying  the  follow- 
*  ing  bills  : — 


O.  W.  Hill,  for  labor, 

$  77 

00 

G.  A.  Staples,  “ 

78 

00 

W.  E.  Barrows,  “ 

48 

15 

T.  H.  Pierce,  “ 

92 

70 

John  Broughey,  “ 

50 

25 

S.  E.  Everton,  “ 

50 

55 

S.  Brooks,  “ 

129 

60 

L.  P.  Cummings,  “ 

82 

80 

H.  M.  Goldthwait,  “ 

53 

55 

E.  T.  Bates,  for  labor  and  snow  bill, 

2 

55 

E.  H.  Taft,  for  snow  bill, 

3 

00 

G.  B.  Crumb,  for  labor  with  teams, 

77 

20 

G.  B.  Cromb,  for  snow  bill, 

7 

00 

C.  B.  Williams  for  labor  with  team, 

174  90 

Frank  H.  Wood,  for  labor  of  team, 

Frank  H.  Wood,  as  Superintendent, 

Frank  H.  W ood,  paid  for  gravel  and  repairs, 
Frank  H.  Wood,  cash  paid  for  snow  bills, 
A.  W.  Gaskill,  gravel  and  snow  bill, 

273 

30 

199 

50 

24 

90 

52 

70 

17 

16 

Charles  Fletcher,  gravel, 

8 

48 

L.  B.  Gaskill,  “ 

5 

60 

Gilbert  Cook,  “ 

4 

00 

M.  T.  Harrington,  “ 

14 

32 

E.  A.  Bates,  “ 

Edward  Dudley,  “ 

17 

92 

28 

80 

R.  A.  Robinson,  “ 

5 

00 

Frank  Gunn,  “ 

3 

00 

Charles  Howe,  “ 

4 

90 

G.  M.  Taft,  posts, 

1 

33 

Austin  Wood,  rails, 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies, 

2 

00 

9  40 

H.  W.  Brown,  repairs, 

8 

60 

-  $1,608  16 

Team  work,  $459  60 

Cost  of  clearing  roads  of  snow,  $69  75 

FRANK  H.  WOOD, 

Superintendent  of  Streets. 


Mendon,  Feb.  15,  1893. 


COLLECTORS’  REPORT 


LIBERTY  FREEMAN,  Collector  for  1891. 


Dr. 

Balance  uncollected,  Feb.  15,  1892, 
Interest  received, 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer, 
Abatements, 


$311  68 
34  17 

-  $345  85 


$331  96 
13  89 

-  $345  85 


GEORGE  M.  TAFT,  COLLECTOR  FOR  1892. 


Dr. 

To  Taxes  committed  for  collection, 
Additional  assessment, 

Interest  received, 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer, 

Paid  county  tax, 

Abatements, 


$6,433  65 
6  00 
33  13 

- $6,472  78 


$5,799  31 
447  00 
16  45 

- $6,262  76 


Balance  uncollected  Feb.  17,  1893, 


$210  02 


GEORGE  M.  TAFT,  Collector  for  1892. 


REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for 
municipal  year  ending  March  6,  1893:  — 

John  W.  Barry,  Mary  C.  Taft,  Edna  Allen,  Edna  French, 
Phileana  W.  Bean,  Edward  McNally,  Annie  Moore,  Johanna  C. 
Payson,  Francis  R.  Scisco,  the  children  of  Andrew  H.  Gould,  and 
the  children  of  Eva  Carlton  Welles,  (having  a  settlement  in  Men- 
-don,)  James  D.  Wilber  (belonging  to  the  state),  Eben  T.  Metcalf 
(to  Norfolk)  Mrs.  George  H.  Gabry  (to  Milford),  the  families  of 
■Joseph  H.  Wood,  Jason  G.  Cummings  and  Samuel  E.  Everton 
(belonging  to  Uxbridge),  have  been  wholly  or  partially  support¬ 
ed.  Dennis  Holland,  an  insane  person,  has  been  boarded  bv  the 
town  the  past  year,  the  expense  of  which  has  been  charged  to  his 
guardian,  Albert  W.  Gaskill. 

The  Overseers  charge  themselves  with  the  receipt  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  named  funds  belonging  to  the  town  :  — 

Balance  from  last  year,  $  5  37 

Twelve  town  orders,  1,275  00 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  guardian  of  Dennis  Holland,  84  50 

Town  of  Norfolk,  104  87  • 

Town  of  Uxbridge,  103  14 

Town  of  Milford,  71  35 

- $1,644  23 


The  Overseers  credit  themselves  with  paying  the  following 


amounts : — 

For  support  of  : — 


John  W.  Barry, 

$169 

92 

Mary  C.  Taft, 

102 

00 

Edna  Allen, 

104 

00 

Edna  French, 

70 

80 

Phileana  W.  Bean, 

125 

63 

Edward  McNalley, 

159 

63 

Annie  Moore, 

Johanna  C.  Payson, 

75 

40 

1 

00 

Francis  R.  Scisco, 

8 

00 

Andrew  H.  Gould  (children), 

120 

00 

Eva  Carlton  Welles  (children), 

80 

00 

James  D.  Wilber, 

99 

00 

Eben  T.  Metcalf, 

106 

32 

Mrs.  George  H.  Gabry  and  family, 

86 

76 

Joseph  H.  Wood  and  wife, 

43 

00 

12 


Jason  G.  Cummings  and  wife, 

Samuel  E.  Everton  and  family, 

Dennis  Holland, 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  care  of  tramps  and  fuel 
for  the  lockup, 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  sundries  for  lockup, 
George  B.  Cromb,  fuel  for  lockup, 

F.  E.  Stevens,  care  of  tramps, 

Cook  &  Sons,  printing  blanks, 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  services, 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  services, 

Liberty  Freeman,  services, 

Liberty  Freeman,  postage, 

Cash  on  hand  to  balance, 

$  16  50 

4  25 

169  92 

36  20 

2  95 

7  50 

1  25 

2  75 

6  00 

6  00 

35  00 

1  58 

2  87 

$1,644  23 

From  the  whole  amount  paid  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  poor, 

Deduct  what  was  due  for  the  support  of 
the  paupers  to  March  7,  1892, 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  James  D.  Wil¬ 
ber, 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  Eben  T.  Met¬ 
calf, 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  Mrs.  George 
H.  Gabry  and  family, 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  J.  H.  Wood 
and  wife, 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  J.  G.  Cum¬ 
mings  and  wife, 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  S.  E.  Ever¬ 
ton  and  family, 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  Dennis  Hol¬ 
land, 

$1,641  36 

$  96  00 

99  00 

106  32 

86  76 

43  00 

16  50 

4  25 

169  92 

621  75 

Add  what  will  be  due  for  support  of  pau¬ 
pers  to  March  6,  1893, 

$1,019  61 

116  52 

Cost  of  supporting  the  poor  for  the  year 
ending  March  6,  1893, 

$1,136  13 

Due  from  the  Commonwealth  for  support 
of  James  D.  Wilber, 

Due  from  Uxbridge  Feb.  1,  1893,  Wood 
and  Everton  families, 

Due  from  Milford  Feb.  1,  1893,  Gabry 
family, 

$137  00 

5  25 

14  41 

14  41 
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Due  from  A.  W.Gaskill,  guardian  of  Den¬ 
nis  Holland,  $85  42 

-  $242  08 


Respectfully  submitted, 

GILBERT  GASKILL, 
LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 
HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

Mendon,  Feb.  18,  1893. 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK 


DOGS  REGISTERED  IN  L892. 


90  male  dogs, 

$180 

00 

7  female  dogs, 

35 

00 

Registration  fees, 

$  19 

40 

Paid  County  Treasurer, 

193 

80 

Cash  on  hand, 

1 

80 

BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1892. 


$215  00> 


$215  00 


DATE  OF 
BIRTH. 
1886. 
Sept.  8, 

1891. 
Feb.  4, 

6, 

1892. 
Feb.  22, 
Mar.  23, 
Apr.  13, 

28, 

June  4, 
8, 
14, 

n, 

26, 

July  4, 
11, 
20, 

Aug.  2, 

21, 

Sept.  7, 
23, 

Nov.  16, 
19, 


NAME  OF  CHILD. 


John  Harrington, 

Mabel  Moore  Taft, 
Herbert  C.  Robinson, 


NAME  OF  PARENTS . 


Michael  T.  and  Mary  J.  Harrington. 

George  M.  and  Emma  A.  Taft. 
William  C.  and  Hattie  E.  Robinson. 


George  Washington  Smith, Edward  B.  and  Josephine  F.  Smith. 


Harold  Clayton  Wilcox, 
Bertha  Eldora  Pearson, 
Carrie  Amber  Cromb, 
Ada  Eliza  Gabry, 

Ethel  Rose  Ballou, 
Ralph  Hicks  Gaskill, 
Miranda  Blake, 

Curtis  Scrivens, 


Fred  S.  and  Minnie  M.  Wilcox. 

Irving  E.  and  Jennie  E.  Pearson. 
George  B.  and  Nettie  L.  Cromb. 

Eli  F.  and  Sarah  F.  Gabry. 

Charles  H.  and  Charlotte  T.  Ballou. 
Albion  A.  and  Abbie  F.  Gaskill. 
Albert  W.  Barrows  and  Alice  L.  Blake. 
George  and  Margaret  A.  Scrivens. 


Charlotte  Armsby  Snow,  Erwin  A.  and  Charlotte  A.  Suow. 


Carl  Mather  Taft, 
Annie  Evelyn  Newman, 
Ada  Luella  Fiske, 

Irene  Rosalie  Coleman, 
Frank  Leslie  Davis, 


George  M.  and  Emma  A.  Taft. 
Ulysses  G.  and  Jennie  A.  Newman. 
Alfred  B.  and  Isabella  Fiske. 
Horace  S.  and  Bertha  Coleman. 
William  H.  and  Mary  L.  Davis. 
Lillian  Gertrude  Worthen, George  W.  and  Effie  E.  Worthen. 
Raymond  Leroy  Daley,  William  and  Mary  A.  Daley. 

Grace  Willian  Thayer,  George  E.  and  Minnie  F.  Thayer. 


MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1892. 
Bate  of  marriage.  name  of  groom  and  bride. 


RESIDENCE. 


1892. 


January 

7, 

Horace  S.  Coleman, 

Mendon. 

Bertha  Gaskill, 

Mendon. 

May 

22, 

William  Bryson, 

Medway. 

Ella  Plympton, 

Mendon. 

June 

8, 

Peter  6.  Gaskill, 

Mendon. 

Caroline  A.  R.  Ford, 

Mendon. 

July 

27, 

Patrick  H.  Gaffney, 

Milford. 

Lena  A.  Miskill, 

Mendon. 

August 

1, 

Charles  H.  Bradford, 

Milford. 

Enola  L.  Wilcox, 

Mendon. 

Sept. 

5, 

William  Daley, 

Mendon. 

Mary  A.  Kinsley, 

Mendon. 

Nov. 

26, 

J.  Edward  Barns, 

Milford. 

Grace  F.  Smith. 

Mendon* 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1892. 


DATE  OF  DEATH. 

NAME. 

AGE. 

RESIDENCE. 

1892. 

Y. 

M. 

D. 

January  12, 

John  G.  Metcalf, 

90 

4 

2 

Mendon. 

February  1, 

Raymond  A.  Cook, 

1 

5 

17 

Mendon. 

8, 

Willard  H.  Swan, 

63 

2 

25 

Mendon.. 

13, 

Timothy  Ellis, 

86 

11 

20 

Mendon. 

28, 

John  George  Barrows, 

2 

9 

Mendon. 

March 

3, 

John  G.  Barrows, 

42 

4 

Mendon. 

16, 

Herbert  C.  Robinson, 

1 

1 

10 

Mendon. 

April 

25, 

Francis  R.  Scisco, 

81 

3 

3 

Mendon. 

28, 

Henry  W.  Wood, 

78 

2 

7 

Mendou. 

May 

3, 

John  Curly, 

67 

Mendon. 

8, 

Urana  Cook, 

90 

11 

8 

Mendon. 

June 

20, 

Arthur  C.  Albee, 

7 

7 

2 

Mendon. 

26, 

Curtis  Scrivens, 

1 

Mendon. 

August 

20, 

William  A.  B.  Brown, 

6 

11 

Mendon. 

25, 

Liberty  Goss, 

Mary  A.  Congdon, 

74 

3 

Mendon. 

Sept. 

30, 

1 

11 

4 

Mendon. 

October 

30, 

Laura  A.  Cunningham, 

17 

21 

Mendon. 

Nov. 

14, 

Mary  Cook, 

77 

Mendon. 

19, 

Eli  Bates, 

71 

8 

10 

Mendon. 

21, 

Ormand  Bates, 

7 

7 

23 

Mendon. 

Dec. 

11. 

Homer  W.  Darling, 

60 

10 

25 

Mendon. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

Town  Clerk.. 


Mendon,  Feb.  18,  1893. 


TWELFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 


THE  TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


The  Trustees  have  but  little  to  add  to  the  report  of  the 
Librarian  submitted  herewith. 

Very  much  to  the  regret  of  all  who  take  books  from  the 
library,  Miss  Annie  W.  Gaskill’s  health  obliged  her  to  resign  the 
position  of  Librarian  early  in  the  year.  The  Trustees  were  for¬ 
tunate  in  securing  the  services  of  Mrs.  Sara  F.  Towne  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  year,  and  she  has  been  engaged  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

The  books  were  examined  Feb.  10th,  current,  and  found  ac¬ 
counted  for  and  in  satisfactory  condition.  The  library  was  re¬ 
opened  Feb.  11,  1893. 

Two  copies  of  the  Annals  of  Mendon  have  been  sold  during 
the  past  year,  and  one  copy  exchanged  for  a  town  history. 

The  Trustees  recommend  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  library  for  the  ensuing  year. 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE, 

HORACE  C  ADAMS, 

ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

Trustees  Taft  Public  Library. 


LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library: — 

The  library  was  re-opened  for  the  delivery  of  books  Feb.  20, 
1892.  The  whole  number  of  books  given  out  from  the  library 
during  the  year  was  4009,  537  more  than  the  year  before. 

The  largest  number  delivered  on  any  Saturday  was  107 ;  the 
smallest  number,  53;  the  average  number,  78. 

The  delivery  by  divisions  was  as  follows:  Agriculture,  29; 
Biography,  60;  Documents,  5;  Fiction,  3086;  History,  170;  Poet¬ 
ry,  45;  Miscellaneous,  55;  Periodicals,  402;  Religion,  10;  Science, 
46;  Travels,  131. 

The  library  has  been  increased  by  110  volumes,  making  a  to¬ 
tal  of  3063.  The  town  purchased  70,  besides  a  considerable 
number  of  unbound  periodicals,  14  volumes  of  which  have  been 
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bound.  The  History  of  Oxford  was  obtained  in  exchange  for  the 
Annals  of  Mendon. 

Twenty-three  books  have  been  given ;  6  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth  ;  5  by  the  Rev.  C.  A.  Staples ;  5  by  The 
Civil  Service  Commission  ;  2  by  The  Bureau  of  Education  ;  1  by 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  ;  1  by  Hon.  J.  H.  Walker ; 
1  by  Mrs.  M.  D.  Bartlett ;  2  by  Miss  Ella  Ellis. 

Two  volumes  of  unbound  St.  Nicholas  have  since  been 
bound.  The  Soeial  Economist  for  the  year  was  given  by  Gen. 
William  F.  Draper.  A  number  of  pamphlets  have  been  given  by 
various  persons. 

All  books  accounted  for  February  11,  1893. 

SARA  F.  TOWNE, 

Librarian. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 

Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Libra¬ 
ry  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  10,  1893: — 

Dr. 

To  cash  on  hand,  $  61 

To  cash  received  on  4  town  orders,  170  00 

“  “  Annie  W.Gaskill, cards,  fines 

and  catalogues,  8  00 

To  cash  received  of  Julius  A.  George,  covers,  50 

“  “  Sara  F.  Towne,  cards, 

fines  and  catalogues,  12  64 

-  $191  75 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Carrie  A.  R.  Ford  preparing 


catalogue,  $  6  60 

By  cash  paid  W.  B.  Clarke  &  Co.,  books,  74  44 

By  cash  paid  Annie  W.  Gaskill,  arranging 

books,  etc.,  8  55 

By  cash  paid  Julius  A.  George,  wood  and  fit¬ 
ting,  "  7  50 

By  cash  paid  A.  H.  H.  W arren  &  Co.,  binding,  24  27 
By  cash  paid  G.  M.  Billings,  printing,  3  25 

By  cash  paid  Annie  W.  Gaskill,  services  as 

Librarian,  26  12 

By  cash  paid  D.  L.  Brownell,  book,  4  75 

By  cash  paid  Sara  F.  Towne,  cash  paid,  ex¬ 
press,  etc.,  6  64 
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By  cash  paid  Sara  F.  Towne,  services  as  Li¬ 
brarian,  $24  00 

Cash  on  hand,  5  68 

- $191  75> 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS,  Treasurer. 

Mendon,  Feb.  10,  1892. 

Examined,  found  correct  and  with  proper  vouchers. 

J.  A.  GEORGE, 

E.  A.  SNOW, 

Auditing  Committee. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

m 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  MENDON 


FOR  THE 


SCHOOL  YEAR  1892-93. 


MILFORD,  MASS.: 

G.  M.  BILLINGS,  PRINTER,  GAZETTE  OFFICE. 

1891. 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  1892-93 


FRANK  H.  WOOD,  Chairman,  Term  expires  1894 

ERWIN  A.  SNOW,  Secretary,  “  1895 

LYMAN  COOK,  “  1893 

Truant  Officers. 

W.  W.  NELSON,  LYMAN  COOK, 

ERWIN  A.  SNOW. 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  : — 

The  following  report  of  the  School  Committee  is  respectfully 
submitted : — 

The  Committee  organized  March  9  and  elected  Frank  H. 
Wood  Chairman  and  Erwin  A.  Snow  Secretary,  and  assigned  the 
general  care  of  school  property  as  follows  : — 

West  and  Albeeville,  Frank  H.  Wood;  Center  and  North, 
Erwin  A.  Snow  ;  South  and  East,  Lyman  Cook.  Erwin  A.  Snow 
was  appointed  School  Book  Agent. 

Miss  Nancy  C.  George  was  re-elected  Superintendent  of 
Schools  for  the  year,  and  has  given  the  best  of  satisfaction  to 
your  Committee,  and  we  think  to  the  people  generally.  We  con¬ 
sider  that  we  as  well  as  the  town  are  very  fortunate  in  securing 
her  consent  to  accept  the  position  another  year. 

The  Albeeville  school  has  been  closed  during  the  fall  and 
winter  terms,  and  the  scholars  conveyed  to  the  Center.  The 
school  there  was  very  small,  and  by  so  doing  the  expense  was 
less,  and  the  scholars  given  much  better  advantages. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  do  some  repairs  on  school  buildings 
the  coming  year.  The  North  schoolhouse  must  be  shingled,  and 
the  chimney  rebuilt  from  the  roof  up.  The  Center  rooms  need 
some  papering  and  painting,  and  something  should  be  done  with 
the  East  schoolhouse,  either  move  it  back  from  the  road  to  the 
center  of  the  lot  and  build  on,  or  build  a  new  one. 

A  report  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  and  recommenda¬ 
tions  by  the  Superintendent  will  be  found  in  the  Superinten¬ 
dent’s  report. 

We  would  respectfully  recommend  the  following  appropria¬ 
tions  for  the  ensuing  year  : — 


Support  of  schools,  $1,700  00 

Text  books  and  supplies,  200  00 

Incidentals,  350  00 

Superintendent,  300  00 

Apparatus,  50  00 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT,  BALANCE  1891-92. 


Lyman  Cook,  teaching  East  school,  $  88  00 

J.  F.  Allison,  teaching  high  school,  130  00 

I.  O.  Rhodes,  supplies,  8  19 

E.  A.  Snow,  Secretary  School  Committee,  7  00 

E.  A.  Snow,  School  Book  Agent,  5  00 
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F.  H.  Wood,  2£  days’  work  getting  teachers, 
Nancy  C.  George,  Superintendent, 

Nancy  C.  George,  diploma, 

Balance  unexpended, 

Deficiency  of  appropriations  that  has  accumu¬ 
lated  to  date, 


$  5  00 
60  00 
45 

-  $298  64 

$  34  87 

263  77 

-  $298  64 


RECEIPTS. 

Appropriations : — 

Support  of  schools, 

$1,600  00 

Incidentals, 

300  00 

Superintendent, 

300  00 

Text  books  and  supplies, 

150  00 

Apparatus, 

50  00 

Other  receipts: — 

Income  from  state  school  fund, 

334  64 

“  dog  tax, 

171  70 

Due  from  out  of  town  scholars, 

25  00 

“  sale  of  outbuildings, 

4  00 

From  sale  of  outbuilding, 

8  00 

From  sale  of  school  supplies, 

1  18 

By  mistake  and  returned, 

10 

Exceeded  appropriation, 

60  12 

$3,004  74 


EXPENDITURES  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Teachers’  wages: — 

Grace  Jackson,  High,  $280  00 

Serena  B.  Adams,  Grammar,  240  00 

Mary  J.  Stalker,  Grammar,  120  00 

Mary  E.  Dudley,  Primary,  270  00 

Addie  M.  Blanchard,  North,  80  00 

Cora  L.  Morse,  North,  160  00 

Mary  Leathers,  East,  240  00 

Anna  M.  Staples,  South,  190  00 

Cora  Taft,  W  est,  60  00 

Nettie  J.  McEwen,  West,  120  00 

Medora  Davenport,  Albeeville,  60  00 

Amount  that  will  be  due  Miss  Jackson  at 

end  of  year,  140  00 

-  1,960  00 

Fuel:— 

Lyman  Cook,  2  cords  wood  and  fitting 

same,  East,  $11  90 

Lyman  Cook,  shavings  and  kindlings,  East,  1  05 
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W.  W.  Nelson,  1  cord  wood  and  fitting 

same,  North,  $  5  80 

L.B.Gaskill,  2  cords  wood  and  fitting  same, 

South,  12  50 

L.  A.  Cook,  3^  tons  coal,  Center,  24  50 

L.  A.  Cook,  2  tons  coal,  North,  14  00 

Henry  Holbrook,  cutting  wood  and  kind¬ 
lings,  Center,  2  00 

E.  A.  Snow,  cash  paid  shavings.  Center,  50 

George  M.  Taft,  1  cord  wood,  West,  5  00 

F.  H.  Wood,  fitting  one  cord  wood,  West,  1  95 


Care  of  school  rooms  : — 

E,  A.  Snow,  cash  paid  cleaning  rooms, 

Center,  $  4  50 

E.  A.  Snow,  care  of  rooms  and  fires,  Center,  30  00 

Lyman  Cook,  cleaning  room,  East,  1  00  ' 

Lyman  Cook,  cash  paid  care  of  rooms  and 

fire,  South,  2  00 

F. H.  Wood,  cash  paid  cleaning  room.  West,  1  00 

F.H.Wood,  “  care  of  fires,  West,  3  00 

W.  W.  Nelson,  cash  paid  cleaning  rooms, 

North,  3  00 

W.  W.  Nelson,  care  of  fires,  North,  11  00 

W.  W.  Nelson,  “  schoolhouse,  North,  7  50 
Cora  Taft,  care  of  room,  W est,  1  50 

Nettie  J.  McEwen,  care  of  room,  West,  2  00 

Mary  Leathers,  care  of  room  and  fires,  East,  5  50 

Medora  Davenport,  care  of  room  and  fires, 

Albeeville,  1  50 

Nancy  C.  George,  cash  paid  care  of  rooms 

and  fires,  South,  4  50 


Text-books  and  supplies: — 

Amount  purchased  as  per  report  of  School  Book 


Agent, 

Apparatus: — 

Prang  Educational  Co.,  models,  $  2  24 

Silver,  Burdett  &  Co.,  map  of  England,  4  00 

E.  S.  Ritchie  &  Son,  apparatus  for  High 

School,  *  35  04 

N.  C.  George,  3  00 


Superintendent : — 

Nancy  C.  George,  $200  00 

There  will  be  due  Miss  George  at  end  of 

year,  100  00 


$79  20 


78  00 

183  24 


44  28 


300  00 
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Transporting  scholars  : — 

George  B.  Cromb, 

Incidentals  : — 

Julius  A.  Cummings,  slating  black-boards, 

F.  H.  Wood,  1  day’s  work  with  team, 

“  setting  door  stone,  Center, 

“  sundries  for  West, 

“  hinges  for  Albeeville, 

Nancy  C.  George,  fare  to  Worcester, 

“  postage, 

“  sundries, 

“  express, 

“  programs  for  Colum¬ 

bus  Day, 

Lyman  Cook,  sundries  for  East, 

“  repairs  on  schoolhouse,  East, 

“  “  “  South, 

“  sundries,  South, 

“  repairs  on  schoolhouse, North, 

“  cash  paid  use  of  well,  East, 
W.  W.  Nelson,  repairs  of  schoolhouse, 
North, 

W.  W.  Nelson,  carting  loam, 

“  use  of  well, 

“  sundries, 

E.  A.  Snow,  services  as  Secretary  School 
Committee, 

E.  A.  Snow,  services  as  School  Book 
Agent, 

E.  A.  Snow,  fare  to  Boston  twice, 
cash  paid  sundries, 
express  paid, 
postage, 

taking  school  census, 
setting  glass,  Center, 
cash  paid  fixing  spring,  South, 
Avery  &  Woodbury,  waste  baskets  and 
curtain  fixtures,  Center, 

Town  of  Uxbridge,  tuition  of  Leon  South- 
wick, 

Otis  Whitney  &  Son,  labor  and  material, 

“  closet  for  high  school 


apparatus, 

J.  L.  Hammett,  desk  for  high  school, 
Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  sundries  for  Center, 
E.  L.  Smith,  use  of  well,  Center, 

Cook  &  Sons,  printing  diplomas, 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  labor, 

J.  A.  George,  labor  of  man  1  day, 


$19  75 
3  00 
2  00 
1  25 
30 

1  00 
44 

1  75 
5  00 

2  00 
5  44 

5  70 
3  80 

65 

2  25 
2  00 

1  62 

3  00 

3  00 

1  67 

10  00 

7  00 

4  00 

2  70 
1  20 

1  43 

2  00 
75 
50 

2  72 

25  00 
86  18 

10  82 
10  00 

6  10 
7  00 
6  75 

3  75 
1  50 


$103  00» 


Edward  L.  Southwick,  use  of  well,  West,  $2  00 


$257  02: 


Total  expenditure,  $3,004  74 

Text  books  and  supplies  on  hand  more  than 
there  were  last  year,  as  per  report  of 
School  Book  Agent,  $22  2S 

Supplies  sold,  1  18 

-  23  41 


Net  cost  of  schools  for  the  year,  $2,981  3& 

RECAPITULATION. 

Resources, 

Exceeded  appropriation, 

Expenditures : — 

Teachers’  wages, 

Fuel, 

Care  of  schoolhouses, 

Text  books  and  supplies, 

Apparatus, 

Superintendent, 

Transporting  scholars, 

Incidentals, 


FRANK  H.  WOOD, 

ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

LYMAN  COOK, 

School  Committee. 


$2,944  62 
60  12 

- $3,004  7*4 

$1960  00 
79  20 
78  00 
183  24 
44  28 
300  00 
103  00 
257  02 

- $3,004  74 


SCHOOL  BOOK  AGENT’S  REPORT. 


DR. 


To  books  and  supplies  purchased :  — 


J.  L.  Hammett, 

Boston  School  Supply  Co., 

$48 

02 

4 

80 

Milton  Bradley  Co., 

4 

61 

Prang  Educational  Co., 

12 

21  - 

Nancy  C.  George, 

2 

85 

Thompson  Brown  &  Co., 

1 

58 

Leach,  Shewed  &  Sanborn, 

24 

72 

Ginn  &  Company, 

83 

70 

Mary  J.  Stalker, 

75 

Books  and  supplies  on  hand, 

48 

16 

CR. 

By  books  and  supplies  furnished, 

$159 

83 

“  “  sold, 

1 

18 

“  “  on  hand, 

70 

39 

-  $231  40 

ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

School  Book  Agent. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Mendon  : — 

Gentlemen:  I  submit  for  your  consideration  my  first  re¬ 
port  for  a  full  year’s  work  as  Superintendent  of  your  schools.  I 
wish  here  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  encouragement  and 
support  which  you  have  given  to  my  efforts. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 
Schools. 

High  school. 

Grammar  school, 

Primary  schools, 

Ungraded  schools, 

Teachers. 

One  for  each  school. 
Pupils. 

Total  enrolment, 

Number  under  5  years  of  age, 

Number  between  5  and  15  years  of  age, 
Number  over  15  years  of  age, 

Number  of  pupils  in  High  school, 

Number  of  pupils  in  Grammar  school, 

Number  of  pupils  in  Primary  school, 

Number  of  pupils  in  ungraded  schools, 

Average  number  belonging  through  the  year, 
Average  daily  attendance, 

Per  cent  of  attendance  to  number  belonging, 
Number  of  cases  of  tardiness, 


1 

1 

1 

5  (later  4) 


160 

1 

145 

14 

19 

35 

32 

74 

144 

135 

93.7 

329 


ATTENDANCE  AND  PROMPTNESS. 

The  percentage  of  attendance  is  the  same  as  that  of  last 
year.  The  number  of  cases  of  tardiness  is  larger.  Of  the  329 
cases  this  year,  240  belong  to  the  North  school,  which  is  over  two 
and  a  half  times  the  sum  of  the  cases  in  the  other  schools.  240 
-cases  of  tardiness  in  one  year  for  a  school  of  25  are  startling.  I 
think  the  parents  in  the  district  should  give  their  attention  to  the 
matter.  Surely  they  do  not  wish  their  children  to  form  the 
habit  of  being  always  behind  time. 

The  attention  of  parents  and  guardians  is  called  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  law  passed  by  the  Legislature  in  June,  1890.  : — 
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“[Chapter  47.] 

“  Of  the  Attendance  of  Children  in  the  Schools. 

“Section  1.  Every  person  having  under  his  control  a  child 
between  the  ages  of  eight  and  fourteen  years  shall  annually  cause 
such  child  to  attend  some  public  day  school  in  the  city  or  town 
in  which  he  resides, -and  such  attendance  shall  continue  for  at 
least  thirty  weeks  of  the  school  year  if  the  schools  are  kept  open 
that  length  of  time,  with  an  allowance  of  two  weeks’  time  for  ab¬ 
sences  not  excused  by  the  superintendent  of  schools  or  the 
school  committee,  and  for  every  neglect  of  such  duty  the  person 
offending  shall  upon  the  complaint  of  the  school  committee  or 
any  truant  officer,  forfeit  to  the  use  of  the  public  schools  of 
such  city  or  town  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars  ;  but  if 
such  child  has  attended  for  a  like  period  of  time  a  private  day 
school  appioved  by  the  school  committee  of  such  city  or  town,  or 
if  such  child  has  been  otherwise  instructed  for  a  like  period  of 
time  in  the  branches  of  learning  required  by  law  to  be  taught  in 
the  public  schools,  or  if  his  physical  or  mental  condition  is  such 
as  to  render  such  attendance  inexpedient  or  impracticable,  such 
penalties  shall  not  be  incurred. 

“Section  2.  For  the  purpose  of  the  preceding  section, 
school  committees  shall  approve  a  private  school  only  when  the 
teaching  in  all  the  studies  required  by  law  is  in  the  English  lan¬ 
guage,  and  when  they  are  satisfied  that  such  teaching  equals  in 
thoroughness  and  efficiency  the  teaching  in  the  public  schools  in 
the  same  locality,  and  that  equal  progress  is  made  by  the  pupils 
therein,  in  the  studies  required  bv  law,  with  that  made  during 
the  same  time  in  the  public  schools;  but  they  shall  not  refuse  to 
approve  a  private  school  on  account  of  the  religious  teaching 
therein. — Approved  June  4,  1890.J'’ 

CHANGES  IN  TEXT-BOOKS. 

Arithmetics  and  histories  were  made  uniform  throughout  the 
town,  and  the  grammars,  which  had  been  in  use  for  a  long  time, 
were  exchanged  for  TarbelPs  Lessons  in  Language;  Prang’s  draw¬ 
ing-books  were  bought  for  all  schools,  with  models  for  drawing, 
and  all  copy-books  on  hand  were  exchanged  for  those  of  a  new 
system. 

CHANGES  OF  TEACHERS. 

Of  the  eight  teachers  of  last  year,  only  one  has  remained  with 
us.  One  resigned  because  of  ill  health,  two  left  us  for  the  purpose 
of  study,  and  for  various  reasons  the  others  did  not  continue  in 
their  work.  Of  the  six  engaged  for  the  spring  term  (no  High 
school  in  the  spring),  five  were  without  experience,  and  two  of 
these  had  had  no  training  beyond  a  High  school  course;  three 
were  Normal  school  graduates. 
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For  the  Grammar  school,  a  Normal  graduate,  a  teacher  of 
some  experience,  was  secured  at  a  larger  salary  than  had  usually- 
been  paid.  The  increase  wras  given  with  the  thought  that  thereby 
we  should  be  able  to  keep  a  valuable  teacher,  but  in  this  we  were 
unsuccessful.  A  better  position  was  offered  elsewhere,  and  again  * 
we  were  obliged  to  go  in  search  of  a  teacher  for  this  school. 

Four  new  teachers  were  hired  in  the  fall :  a  Wellesley  College 
graduate  for  the  High  school,  two  Normal  graduates,  one  for  the 
Grammar  and  one  for  the  North  school,  and  a  graduate  of  the 
Uxbridge  High  school  for  the  West  school.  None  of  these  had 
had  much  experience. 

With  the  changes  of  the  year  and  with  the  number  of  inex¬ 
perienced  teachers  has  come  more  work  for  the  Superintendent 
and  less  satisfactory  results  than  might  otherwise  have  been  the 
case.  But  the  year  has  been  full  of  useful*  lessons,  and  future 
work  will  doubtless  show  good  results  from  these  experiences. 
The  teachers  are  to  be  commended  for  faithfulness  and  enthu¬ 
siasm. 


ALBEEVILLE  SCHOOL. 

During  the  spring  term  there  were  five  pupils  in  this  school. 
It  is  impossible  for  any  teacher  to  arouse  much  enthusiasm  in  an 
ungraded  school  of  this  number,  or  even  of  a  few  more.  No 
teacher  of  training  or  experience  will  take  such  a  position  for 
wdiat  the  School  Committee  would  feel  justified  in  giving;  so  for 
several  reasons  it  seemed  wise  to  have  the  children  taken  to  the 
schools  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  Some  time  during  the  fall 
four  new  scholars  came  into  the  district,  and  all  were  regularly 
and  comfortably  conveyed.  In  the  winter  term,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  one  strong,  good  sized  boy,  they  were  taken  directly  from 
their  homes  to  the  schoolhouse,  and  in  bad  weather  were  taken 
back  to  their  doors. 

The  work  of  these  scholars  has  been  gratifying,  and  the 
change  seems  to  have  been  well  made.  So  for  as  studies  are  con¬ 
cerned,  the  children  certainly  gain  much,  and  as  to  health,  I  can 
see  no  cause  for  complaint.  It  would  be  well  for  the  other  dis¬ 
tricts,  it  seems  to  me,  if  the  schoolrooms  in  the  centre  were 
large  enough  to  receive  their  scholars  too. 

A  good  building,  well  arranged,  well  heated,  ventilated  and 
lighted,  large  enough  for  all  the  scholars  in  town  belonging  to 
grades  below  the  High  school,  and  a  good  building  for  the  High 
school,  would  together  be  a  great  boon  to  Mendon. 

WORK  OF  THE  SCHOOLS. 

It  has  been  my  endeavor  to  have  those  methods  which  have 
worked  successfully  here  and  elsewhere  employed  in  all  our 
schools. 

Our  experienced  Primary  teacher  is  wonderfully  successful 
in  teaching  beginners  to  read  by  the  word  and  phonic  system,  and 


in  teaching  the  use  of  numbers  without  a  tedious  drill  on< 
arithmetical  tables.  Inexperienced  teachers  might  well  learn 
here. 

Writing  in  all  the  schools  h^s  received  much  attention.  A 
talk  was  given  to  the  teachers  by  the  originator  of  the  system  of 
books  which  we  have  introduced,  and  his  suggestions  followed. 

In  many  of  the  schools,  classes  of  upper  grades,  besides  using 
the  regular  readers,  have  read  good  books  during  the  year,  such 
as  Ivanhoe,  Tom  Brown’s  School  Days,  Robinson  Crusoe,  The 
Boys  of  ’76,  Black  Beauty,  and  parts  of  books  of  travel  and  of 
natural  history. 

Considerable  attention  was  given  to  paper  cutting  and  clay 
moulding  in  connection  with  drawing. 

Written  tests  have  been  given  to  the  pupils  of  all  schools 
during  the  year,  and  from  the  papers  the  teachers  and  Superin¬ 
tendent  have  learned,  in  a  measure,  wherein  their  efforts  have 
failed  or  succeeded. 

The  use  of  monthly  report  cards  has  been  begun,  so  that 
parents  may  know  in  a  general  way  what  their  children  are  doing 
in  the  schools.  For  the  smaller  children,  of  course,  these  cards 
are  of  little  value. 


HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Good,  thorough  work  has  most  assuredly  been  done  here, 
and  the  first  woman  to  teach  in  the  Mention  High  school  has 
brought  no  discredit  to  her  sex. 

No  class  was  admitted  to  the  school  in  the  fall.  There 
were  few  in  the  lower  schools  prepared  to  take  higher  studies, 
and  it  is  a  necessary  custom  to  omit  different  years’  work  so  that 
one  teacher  may  not  be  overwhelmed  with  recitations.  Two  older 
boys  in  the  Grammar  school  were  admitted  to  the  lower  class  of 
the  High,  on  condition  that  they  did  not  delay  the  class,  nor  in¬ 
jure  the  school.  Before  graduating  they  will,  of  course,  be 
obliged  to  do  the  work  of  the  year  which  was  omitted. 

About  forty  dollars  were  expended  for  apparatus  in  physics, 
and  to  all  who  have  watched  the  work  this  money  has  seemed 
well  invested.  The  interest  shown  by  the  class  in  the  study  has 
been  very  gratifying.  Two  changes  were  made  in  text-books  r 
Greenleaf’s  Algebras  were  exchanged  for  W ells’,  and  the  books 
on  American  literature  for  those  on  English  and  American. 
Copies  of  Shakespeare’s  Macbeth  and  Longfellow’s  Evangeline, 
with  a  few  books  of  reference,  were  bought  for  the  class  in  litera¬ 
ture.  For  the  lower  class  specimens  have  been  purchased  for  the 
study  of  zoology,  in  connection  with  physical  geography. 

The  monthly  report  cards  begun  last  year  have  been  contin¬ 
ued.  The  year’s  work  is  not  yet  finished;  so  far  it  has  been  suc¬ 
cessful.  The  school  has  been  well  governed,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  recitations  have  had  the  attention  of  the  teacher.  An- 
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other  year  a  new  class  must  be  admitted  to  the  school,  which 
means  that  the  settees  and  desks  must  be  crowded,  and  tha  in  at 
session  of  the  same  length  four  or  five  more  recitations  mus#be 
heard,  and  that  more  work  must  be  done  outside  of  school.  It 
will  require  a  strong,  bright  teacher  to  do  this  and  at  the  same 
time  to  keep  up  the  standard  of  work. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  Taft  Public  Library  has  been  of  great  value  to  the 
teachers  of  the  lower  grades,  and  to  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  the 
High  school.  The  selection  of  books  in  the  past  has  been  such 
that  the  lack  of  books  of  reference  in  the  schools  could,  to  some 
degree,  be  filled  by  the  Public  Library.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in 
the  future  some  attention  will  be  paid  to  the  needs  of  our  scholars. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  School  Committee  are  aware  that  in  several  of  the  school 
buildings  there  is  need  of  repairs,  an  estimate  of  which  I  will  not 
attempt  to  give. 

General  expenses  for  another  year  will  be  about  the  same  as 
those  of  the  year  just  closing. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

NANCY  C.  GEORGE, 

Superintendent  of  Schools* 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR. 


The  following  hare  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy  for  the 
time  specified : — 

ONE  TERM. 

High  School. — Jeremiah  B.  Driscoll,  Clarence  H.  Moores, 
Arthur  V.  Pond,  Florence  E.  Snow,  Wylie  B.  Stenson,  Florence 
Ina  Taft,  Mary  L.  Wood. 

Grammar  School. — Minnie  C.  Allen,  Ella  F.  Brown,  Bes¬ 
sie  F.  Cook,  Edward  L.  Cook,  Clara  M.  Davis,  Lewis  L.  Ford, 
Anna  D.  Kinsley,  Clarence  II.  Moores,  A.  Geraldine  Taft,  Na¬ 
than  F.  Towne,  Minnie  L.  Wood,  Paul  F.  Wheeler. 

Primary  School. — Charles  A.  Brown,  Anna  M.  Cook,  Ed¬ 
ward  F.  Driscoll,  William  H.  Driscoll,  Lillian  Freeman,  Ellen  M. 
Harrington,  John  Harrington,  Earle  B.  Lowell,  Oliver  G. 
Moores,  Elmer  I.  Rhodes,  J.  Eton  Weatherhead,  Nellie  J.  Whee¬ 
ler,  Rosie  Wheeler,  Mary  A.  Williams. 

North  School. — Rosa  Quigley,  Lottie  Scisco. 

South  School. — Ada  A.  Fletcher,  Grace  G.  Knight. 

East  School. — Harry  E.  Bates,  John  D.  Bates. 

West  School. — Cyril  Brooks,  Fred  S.  Brooks,  Peter  Brooks, 
William  Broughey,  *Carrie  S.  Wood. 

Albeeville  School. — Mabel  Wilcox,  Otis  Wilcox. 

*  Neither  absent  nor  tardy  for  the  two  previous  years. 

TWO  TERMS. 

High  School. — Second  term  not  finished. 

Grammar  School. — Edward  F.  Driscoll,  William  H.  Dris¬ 
coll,  Clare  L.  Freeman,  Sabry  Moores,  Sadie  Staples,  Etta  M. 
Btenson,  Mabel  Lee  Wheeler. 

Primary  School. — Jennie  M.  Best,  John  J.  Driscoll,  Bertie 
L.  Moores,  Ernest  M.  Pickering,  F.  Belle  Rhodes. 

South  School. — Benjamin  I.  Barrows. 

THREE  TERMS. 

Grammar  School. — Jessie  Rhodes. 

Primary  School. — fFred  A.  Snowr,  Maude  A.  Taft. 

South  School, — Ida  M.  Barrows,  Raymond  Barrows. 

East  School. — Alzie  Staples. 

t  Neither  absent  nor  tardy  for  three  years. 
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Course  of  Study  in  the  High  School. 


FIRST  YEAR. 

First  Term. — Algebra,  English  Grammar,  Physiology. 
Second  Term. — Algebra,  English  Grammar,  Physiology. 
[Latin  is  elective  throughout  the  course.] 

SECOND  YEAR. 

First  Term. — Algebra,  Physics,  Physical  Geography. 
Second  Term. — Arithmetic,  Physics,  Physical  Geography. 

THIRD  YEAR. 

First  Term. — Arithmetic,  English  History,  English  Liter¬ 
ature. 

Second  Term. — Geometry,  English  and  American  History, 
English  and  American  Literature. 

FOURTH  YEAR. 

First  Term. — Geometry,  Astronomy,  Rhetoric. 

Second  Term. — Geometry,  Civil  Government,  Rhetoric. 


GRADUATING  EXERCISES 


OF  THB 


CLASS  OF  1892,  MENDON  HIGH'  SCHOOL, 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  25,  1892,  AT  2  O’CLOCK  P.  M. 


Motto — Spectamur  agendo.  Color — Nile  green. 


PROGRAM. 

Overture,  Knowlton  &  Allen’s  Orchestra 


Salutatory  and  essay,  Electricity, 
Essay,  Wind  and  Storm, 

Music, 

History, 

Prophecy, 

Class  poem,  The  Ladder  of  Life, 
Music, 

Essay,  Man  Never  Satisfied, 
Valedictory  and  essay,  A  Taste  for 
Music, 

Presentation  of  Diplomas, 

Music, 


William  S.  Southwick 
Laura  V.  Warner 
Orchestra 
Mary  F.  Staples 
Abbie  Taft 
Dora  A.  Davenport 
Orchestra 
Samuel  W.  Wood 
Reading,  Emily  S.  Moores 
Orchestra 
Superintendent 
Orchestra 


GRADUATING  CLASS. 

*Dora  A.  Davenport,  Mary  F.  Staples, 

tEmily  S.  Moores,  Abbie  Taft, 

William  S.  Southwick,  Laura  V.  Warner, 

Samuel  W.  Wood. 

*Latin  elected  for  three  years. 
fLatin  elected  throughout  the  course. 


AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Selectmen,  Treasurer, 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Superintendent  of  Streets,  Town  Clerk 
and  Collectors  of  Taxes  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  also  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Libra¬ 
ry,  for  the  past  municipal  year,  and  find  them  correcily  kept 
and  with  proper  vouchers. 

CHARLES  H.  ALLEN, 

Auditor. 


Mendon,  February  20,  1893. 


I 


TOWN  WARRANT. 


Worcester  ss. — To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
in  the  County  of  Worcester,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are 
directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  qualified 
to  vote  in  election  and  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the  Town  Hall, 
in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  sixth  day  of  March,  next, 
punctually  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M.,  to  act  on  the  following  articles 
viz : — 

Article  1.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  m  said  meet¬ 
ing. 

Article  2.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  several  town  officers 
and  committees,  and  act  thereon. 

Article  3.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the 
year  ensuing. 

Article  4.  To  raise. such  sums  of  money  as  are  necessary 
to  defray  town  charges,  and  make  appropriations  of  the  same. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  list 
of  jurors  reported  by  the  Selectmen,  or  make  any  alterations  in 
the  same. 

Article  6.  To  see  what  measures,  if  any,  the  town  will 
adopt  to  secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  continue  the 
High  School. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer 
to  hire  money  to  pay  current  expenses  for  the  municipal  year 
commencing  March  6th,  1893,  in  anticipation  of  the  collection  of 
the  taxes. 

Article  9.  To  bring  in  their  ballots  “Yes”  or  “No”  in 
answer  to  the  question,  “Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town?” 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  continue  communica¬ 
tion  by  telephone  with  Milford,  as  security  against  destruction  by 
fire,  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  determine  what  shall 
be  the  length  of  the  school  year. 

Article  12.  To  see  what  amount,  if  any,  the  town  will  raise 
and  appropriate  for  the  purchase  of  school  apparatus. 
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Article  13.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take,  if 
any,  towards  repairing  the  old  or  building  a  new  schoolhouse  in 
the  East  district  (so  called). 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant,  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  thereof  at  each  of  the  following  places  in  said 
town,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting, 
viz :  At  the  post-office,  and  on  the  door  of  the  schoolhouse  in 
Albeeville,  and  at  the  post-office  at  South  Milford. 

'  Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  or  Town  Clerk,  before  the 
time  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  twentieth  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety-three. 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE,  )  Selectmen 
ALBERT  W.  GASKILL,  of 
LIBERTY  FREEMAN,  )  Mendon. 

A  true  copy.  Attest : 


Constable  of  Mendon. 


' 


t 
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ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE  VARIOUS 


BOHRDS  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS 


OF  THE 


TOWN  Op  JVIEJ'lDOfl, 


INCLUDING  REPORT  OF  THE 


School  Committee 


FOR  THE 


MUNICIPAL  YEAR  ENDING  CQARCR  6,  1894. 


MILFORD,  MASS. : 
Cook  &  Sons,  Printers, 
1  8  94. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


The  undersigned,  Treasurer  of  the  town  of  Mendon  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  5,  1894,  respectfully  submits  the 
following  account  of  his  doings  : — 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  the  following  items,  viz : — 
To  cash  received  of  the  treasurer  of  Mendon 
for  the  municipal  year  ending  March  6, 

1893  .  $  546  56 

To  cash  borrowed  on  7  town  notes .  4,000  00 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer : — 

Corporation  tax .  $129  05 

National  bank  tax  . .  485  41 

Military  aid,  Chap.  279,  Acts  1889 .. .  48  00 

State  aid,  Chap.  301,  Acts  1889 .  636  00 

Support  of  state  paupers .  113  00 

-  1,411  46 

To  cash  received  of  state  treasurer,  school 

fund .  333  55 

To  cash  received  of  countv  treasurer,  dog 

fund  .« .  171  18 

To  cash  received  of  the  collector  of  taxes 

for  the  year  1892 . .  .  161  16 

To  cash  received  of  the  collector  of  taxes 

for  the  year  1893 .  6,954  31 

To  cash  received  of  Edward  L.  Smith,  rent 

of  hall  to  April  1,  1893 .  78  10 

To  cash  received  for  annals  of  Mendon... .  2  75 

To  cash  received  of  C.  A.  Dewey,  esq.,  jus¬ 
tice  of  Third  District  Court  of  Worces¬ 
ter  county .  202  57 

To  cash  received  from  school  committee. . .  34  85 

To  cash  received  of  I.  O.  Rhodes  for  use  of 

telephone .  31  10 

To  cash  received  of  I.  O.  Rhodes  for  hay 

scale  fees .  13  70 

To  cash  received  of  S.  W.  Cook  for  auction¬ 
eer’s  license .  2  00 

To  cash  received  for  three  old  windows. . . .  75 

u  paid  for  care  of  Otis  Cole,  repaid. .  1  00 


$13,945  04 


3 


The  Treasurer  credits  himself  with  the  following  items,  viz  : — 

By  paying  100  town  orders .  $5,529  48 

44  80  orders  from  school  committee .  3,139  58 

44  seven  town  notes .  4,000  00 

44  interest . 104  95 

44  state  tax .  650  00 

By  cash  returned  Geo.  M.  Taft,  collector  for  1893,  to 

pay  county  tax .  447  00 

By  cash  on  hand .  74  03 


$13,945  04 

NATHAN  R.  GEORGE, 

Treasurer. 

Mendon,  February  17,  1894. 


SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
expenditures  of  the  town  for  the  municipal  year  ending  March  5, 
1894. 

INCIDENTALS. 

L.  D.  Chipman,  storage  of  extinguisher  12  months. ...  $  12  00 

L.  D.  Chipman,  care  of  fires  at  extinguisher  room,  6 

months,  including  February  and  March,  1893 .  6  00 

H.  A.  Barney,  coal  for  extinguisher  room .  15  04 

H.  C.  Snell,  services  in  criminal  cases .  4  20 

E.  L.  Smith,  services  in  criminal  cases .  16  90 

E.  L.  Smith,  special  services  July  4,  1893 .  2  00 

A.  A.  Jenkins,  services  in  criminal  cases .  6  04 

M.  P.  Burns,  disinfecting  at  A.  L.  Weatherhead’s. ...  5  00 

Library  books  destroyed  at  A.  L.  Weatherhead’s .  3  68 

Patrick  Coleman,  damage  on  Quissett  road .  60  00 

H.  C.  Adams,  reporting  births,  etc .  15  65 

H.  C.  Adams,  recording  and  registering  as  per  bill. ...  14  75 

H.  C.  Adams,  cash  paid  out  as  per  bill .  8  19 

Wood  &  Nye,  reporting  17  deaths .  4  25 

Wm.  L.  Johnson,  reporting  4  births .  1  00 

H.  W.  Gaskill,  services  in  criminal  cases  in  October...  38  79 

E.  T.  Bates,  fighting  forest  fires . .  •  -  10  00 

Assessment  on  Milford  Fire  Ins.  policies .  8  25 

Premium  on  insurance  policies  renewed .  83  56 

Repairs  on  town  well .  .  17  50 

J.  A.  George,  cash  paid  out  as  per  bill .  231 

J.  A.  George,  cutting  trees  and  fitting  wood .  3  00 

I.  O.  Rhodes,  operator,  use  of  telephone  for  one  year, 

to  March  1,  1894  . «  60  00 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  labor  on  lockup  and  material .  6  70 


$404  81 

CARE  AND  SUPPLIES  FOR  TOWN  HALL. 

E.  L.  Smith,  care  of  hall  to  April  1,  1893 .  $55  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  sundries  for  hall  to  April  1,  1893 .  9  05 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal .  68  88 

Z.  C.  Field,  shingles  for  hall .  89  73 

C.  Ellis  &  Sons,  ventilator  and  eaves  troughs .  65  37 

O.  Whitney  &  Son,  shingling  hall .  86  80 


$374  83 
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PRINTING. 


Gilbert  M.  Billings . . .  54  75 

Cook  &  Sons . .  4  50 


$59  25 

TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


Paid  trustees  three  orders .  $135  00 

MENDON  POND  CASE. 

Kent  &  Dewe}7,  counsel .  $300  00 

Willard  Kent,  engineer .  351  47 

J.  A.  George,  agent,  expense  paid,  as  per  bill .  82  45 


$733  92 

SERVICES  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Gilbert  Gaskill,  lockup  keeper  to  April  1,  1893 .  $  5  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  services  as  auditor  for  1892 .  3  00 

E.  A.  Snow,  “  assessor,  1893 .  32  95 

W.  S.  Wilcox,  44  44  “  .  32  50 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  “  44  44  .  32  50 

Milo  A.  Gaskill,  44  ballot  clerk,  election  Nov. 

7,  1893 .  2  50 

Horace  S.  Coleman,  services  as  ballot  clerk,  election 

Nov.  7,  1893.. .  2  50 

E.  L.  Smith,  services  as  constable  to  March  5,  1894..  15  00 

H.  C.  Adams,  44  registrar  and  election  officer. .  15  00 

J.  A.  George,  44  selectman  and  registrar .  50  00 

L.  Freeman,  4*  44  44  .  28  00 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  44  44  44  .  33  00 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  44  cattle  inspector .  24  75 

N.  R.  George,  44  treasurer...  ..  .  35  00 


$311  70 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

The  Selectmen,  as  required  by  Chapter  98  of  the  Acts  of  1889, 
appointed  a  Superintendent  of  Streets.  Frank  Taft  was  appointed 
as  such  Superintendent  and  his  compensation  fixed  at  25  cents  per 
hour  of  actual  service.  Attention  is  called  to  his  report,  following. 

Payments  on  account  of  roads  and  bridges  have  been  made  as 
follows,  viz  : 

Frank  H.  Wood,  Supt.,  snow  bills,  spring  of ’93  $460  81 
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W.  A.  Wilcox,  snow  bill,  spring  of  1893. . .  $2  00 

M.  Grady,  “  “  ...  60 

E.  Gabry,  “  “  ...  90 

W.  A.  Robinson,  “  “  ...  5  00 

Wm.  E.  Cook,  “  “  ...  1  20 


Snow  bills .  $470  51 

Frank  Taft,  Supt.,  as  reported  below,  14  orders .  $1,502  46 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS,  SCHOOL  BOOKS,  INCIDENTALS 
AND  APPARATUS. 

Paid  school  committee,  3  orders .  $3,139  58 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Paid  overseers  of  the  poor,  10  orders . .  $935  00 

MILITARY  AID,  CHAPTER  279,  ACTS  OF  1889. 

John  Oakford . $92  00 

SOLDIERS’  BURIAL,  CHAPTER  395,  ACTS  OF  1889. 

Jason  J.  Cummings .  $35  00 

Dexter  Inman .  35  00 


$70  00 

STATE  AID  TO  PENSIONERS,  CHAP.  301,  ACTS  OF  1889. 

James  McKenna .  $48  00 

Rufus  Hazard .  48  00 

George  W.  S cisco .  48  00 

Waterman  Taft .  48  00 

Caleb  V.  A.  Smith .  48  00 

Joanna  Curley . 48  00 

Melinda  W.  Cummings .  32  00 

Annette  L.  Weatherhead .  28  00 

David  A.  Kingman .  24  00 

Abel  G.  Weatherhead .  20  00 

Dexter  Inman .  48  00 

Jason  G.  Cummings .  15  00 

Elijah  Rockwood .  16  00 


$471  00 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Incidentals .  $  404  81 

Town  hall .  374  83 

Printing .  59  25 

Library .  135  00 

Mendon  pond  case .  733  92 

Services  of  town  officers .  311  70 

Roads . . .  1,502  46 

Snow  bills .  470  51 

Schools .  3,139  58 

Poor . 935  00 

Military  aid  to  pensioners,  Chap.  279,  Acts  of  1889.. .  92  00 

State  aid  to  pensioners.  Chap.  301,  Acts  of  1889 .  471  00 

Soldiers’  burial,  Chap.  395,  Acts  of  1889 .  70  00 


$8,700  06 

The  Selectmen  report  that  the  available  assets  of  the  town, 
knowD  to  them,  are  as  follows,  viz  : — 

Due  from  collector  of  1892 .  $  42  34 

“  44  1893 .  618  07 

44  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  301,  to 

January  1,  1894,  12  months. . .  471  00 

Due  from  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  301,  to 

March  1,  1894,  2  months .  70  00 

Due  from  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  279,  to 

January  1,  1894,  12  months .  46  00 

Due  from  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  279,  to 

March  1,  1894,  2  months .  8  00 

Due  from  state,  burial  of  soldiers,  Chap.  395  : 

Ja3on  G.  Cummings . $35  00 

Dexter  Inman .  35  00 

-  70  00 

Cash  in  hands  of  treasurer .  74  03 

-  $1,399  44 

The  liabilities  of  the  town, so  far  as  known, 
are  as  follows,  viz  : — 

Outstanding  bills,  estimated .  $150  00 

Due  town  officers* .  70  00 

Due  teacher  at  close  of  High  school .  122  50 

Due  school  superintendent  at  close  of  year.. .  101  50 

-  444  00 


Net  balance  in  favor  of  the  town .  $955  44 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE, 

ALBERT  W.  GASKILL, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


Mendon,  February  17,  1894. 
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APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1893. 

Support  of  schools . $1,700  00 

School  text-books . 200  00 

School  incidentals .  350  00 

School  apparatus .  50  00 

Superintendent  of  schools . . .  300  00 

Support  of  poor .  1,000  00 

Repairs  of  roads  and  bridges .  1,500  00 

Taft  Public  Library .  160  00 

Town  incidentals. .  800  00 

Interest .  100  00 

Suppression  of  gambling,  liquor  selling  and  vice .  50  00 


$6,210  00 


REPORT  OF 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS. 


The  Superintendent  respectfully  submits  the  following  report 
for  the  municipal  year  ending  March  5,  1894  : — 

Appropriation . . .  $1,500  00 

The  Superintendent  debits  himself  to  14 

town  orders . . 

He  credits  himself  by  paying  the  following 


bills  : — 

C.  B.  Williams,  for  labor  with  teams .  $632  55 

O.  W.  Hill,  “  .  10  00 

S.  E.  Everton,  “  . . . .  117  38 

C.  S.  Brooks,  “  61  70 

Elmer  Wilson,  44  .  46  80 

L.  P.  Cummings,  44  55  75 

J.  R.  Taft,  44  9  75 

Thos.  H.  Peirce,  44  52  13 

C.  W.  Maxfield,  44  16  65 

Michael  Head,  44  40  74 

Rufus  Southwick,  44  15  85 

Rufus  Hayward,  44  15  30 

Frank  K.  Taft,  as  superintendent .  306  74 

S.  W.  Wood,  gravel .  1  12 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  k4  . -  .  13  60 

E.  A.  Bates,  44  .  6  60 

Edward  Dudley,  44  24  64 

A.  J.  Spofford,  44  5  36 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  44  5  00 

Andre  Southwick,  44  6  12 

Jacob  Cornwell,  44  . .  64 

Geo.W.Jennison,  44  2  08 

Chas.  Howe,  44  1  10 

James  R.  Best,  44  1  10 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  44  32  00 

Jesse  A.  Taft,  44  1  10 

H.  W.  Brown,  repairs . «...  65 

John  Barry,  44  2  86 

A.  Morin,  44  .  10 

L.  Grow  &  Son,  44  .  50 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies.... .  7  70 


IO 


J.  Allen  Rice,  u  .  10 

N.  R.  George,  “  . .  25 

Repairs  on  scraper .  8  50 


Team  work 


Mention,  Feb.  15,  1894. 


FRANK  TAFT, 

Superintendent  of 


$1,502  4fi 
$391  18 

Streets. 


COLLECTOR’S  REPORT 


Dr. 

Balance  uncollected,  Feb.  17,  1893. 
Interest  received . 


By  cash  paid  treasurer 
Abatements . 


Cr. 


$210  02 
7  03 

-  $217  05 

$161  16 
13  55 

-  174  71 


Balance  uncollected,  Feb.  16,  1894 .  $42  34 

GEORGE  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes  for  1892. 


Dr. 

To  taxes  committed  for  collection .  $7,474  99 

Additional  assessments .  82  49 

Interest  received  .  32  79 

- $7,590  27 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  treasurer . $6,507  31 

Paid  county  tax .  447  00 

Abatements .  17  89 

-  6,972  20 


Balance  uncollected,  Feb.  16,  1894 .  $618  07 


GEORGE  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  for  1893. 


REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  5,  1894. 

John  W.  Barry,  Mary  C.  Taft,  Edna  Allen,  Edna  French, 
Phileana  W.  Bean,  Edward  McN alley,  children  of  Andrew  H. 
Gould,  child  of  Eva  Carlton  Welles,  Charles  H.  Allen,  Dennis 
Holland,  Theressa  Moore,  Mary  Oakford,  Mrs.  Felix  H.  Bibeaux 
(having  a  settlement  in  Mendon),  Mrs.  George  H.  Gabry  and  fam¬ 
ily  (belonging  to  Milford),  Samuel  E.  Everton  and  family  and 
Joseph  H.  Wood  and  wife  (belonging  to  Uxbridge),  have  been 
wholly  or  partially  supported. 

The  Overseers  charge  themselves  with  the  receipt  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  named  funds  belonging  to  the  town  : — 


Balance  from  last  year .  $  2  87 

Ten  town  orders . . .  935  00 

A.  W,  Gaskill,  guardian  of  Dennis  Holland..  178  85 

Town  of  Uxbridge .  147  15 

Town  of  Milford .  116  83 

-  $1,380  70 


The  Overseers  credit  themselves  with  paying  the  following 


amounts : — 

For  support  of  : — 

John  W.  Barry .  $179  75 

Mary  C.  Taft .  77  00 

Edna  Allen .  116  00 

Edna  French .  55  30 

Phileana  W.  Bean  (deceased) .  128  80 

Edward  McN alley  (deceased) .  103  80 

Children  of  Andrew  H.  Gould .  118  00 

Child  of  Eva  Carlton  Welles .  9  00 

Charles  H.  Allen .  6  45 

Dennis  Holland .  169  46 

Theressa  Moore .  46  29 

Mary  Oakford .  12  00 

Mrs.  Felix  H.  Bibeaux .  1  46 

Mrs.  G.  H.  Gabry  and  family  . 98  42 

Samuel  E.  Everton  and  family .  96  98 

Joseph  H.  Wood  and  wife . . .  74  60 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  care  of  tramps .  25  35 

Walter  N.  Thompson,  fuel  for  lockup... .  3  50 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  services .  6  00 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  services .  6  00 
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Liberty  Freeman,  services .  $35  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  postage .  1  70 

Cash  on  hand  to  balance .  9  84 

-  $1,380  70 

From  the  whole  amount  paid  for  the  support 

of  the  poor .  $1,370  86 

Deduct  what  was  due  for  the  support  of  the 

paupers  to  March  6,  1893 . ♦  $116  52 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  Mrs.  G.  H.  Gabry 

and  family .  98  42 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  Samuel  E.  Everton 

and  family . 96  98 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  Joseph  H.  Wood 

and  wife .  74  60 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  Dennis  Holland, 

$169.46,  less  $76.03 .  93  43 

-  $479  95 


$890  91 

Add  what  will  be  due  for  support  of  paupers 

to  March  5,  1894 .  79  75 


Cost  of  supporting  the  poor  for  the  year  end¬ 
ing  March  5,  1894 .  $970  66 

Due  from  Uxbridge  Feb.  1,  1894  : 

S.  E.  Everton  and  family .  $18  00 

J.  H.  Wood  and  wife .  11  68 

-  $29  68 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GILBERT  GASKILL, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


Mendon,  Feb.  19,  1894. 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK. 


DOGS  REGISTERED  IN  1893. 

Cash  on  hand .  $  1  80 

86  male  dogs .  172  00 

7  female  “  . .  35  00 

Registration  fees . . . $  18  60 

Paid  county  treasurer .  190  20 


$208  80 


$208  80 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1893. 


DATE 

OF 

BIRTH. 

1893. 

Jan. 

10, 

24, 

Apr. 

9, 

May 

6, 

10, 

June 

12, 

20, 

21, 

July 

7, 

11, 

Aug. 

23, 

Sept. 

6, 

11, 

16, 

Oct. 

8, 

17, 

31, 

Nov. 

7, 

Dec. 

11, 

20, 

NAME  OF  CHILD. 

Bertha  Margaret  Beal, 
Joseph  Elmer  Everton, 
Roj^al  Bates, 

Harrison  Eaton  Bates, 

Ina  Marion  Taft, 

Irene  Brown, 

Henry  Joseph  Wood, 

Julia  Francis  Wilbur, 
Arthur  Chester  Pearson, 
Mabel  Lovett  Robinson, 
Margaret  Jeanette  Brooks, 
Edward  Eames  Taft, 
Ernest  Albert  Parkinson, 
Homer  Chester  Darling, 
Philip  Michael  Harrington, 
Leo  Best, 

Charles  Edward  Worthen, 
Albert  Driscoll, 

Stella  Beatrice  Gaskill, 
Harold  Clayton  Barrows, 


NAME  OF  PARENTS. 

Rufus  G.  and  Emma  Beal. 

Samuel  E.  and  Mary  S.  Everton. 
Lewis  and  Rosabel  Bates. 

Erwin  A.  and  Jennie  Bates. 
Leonard  E.  and  Susan  M.  Taft* 

- Ella  Brown. 

Frank  H.  and  Sarah  J.  Wood. 
Charles  A.  and  A.  Louise'  Wilbur. 
Irving  E.  and  Jennie  E.  Pearson. 
William  C.  and  Hattie  E.  Robinson. 
Cyril  S.  and  Selinda  Brooks. 
Edw^ard  H.  and  Serena  E.  Taft. 
Geo.  A.  and  Beatrice  A.  Parkinson. 
George  II.  and  Nancy  Darling. 
Michael  T.  and  Mary  J.  Harrington. 
James  R.  and  Ellen  E.  Best. 
George  W.  and  Effie  E.  Worthen. 
Florence  and  Margaret  E.  Driscoll. 
Walter  A.  and  Hattie  E.  Gaskill. 
Alfred  I.  and  Lizzie  A.  Barrows. 


MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1893. 


DATE  OF  MARRIAGE. 
1880. 

Apr.  15, 

1893. 

Jan.  4, 

May  17, 

May  30, 

Sept.  5, 


NAME  OF  GROOM  AND  BRIDE. 

Leon  Daniels, 

Mary  M.  Cook, 

George  A.  Parkinson, 
Beatrice  Annie  Scrivens, 
Roscoe  Steere, 

Abigail  Taft, 

Milo  A.  Gaskill, 

Ethel  M.  Cook, 

John  R.  Morrison, 

Alma  Parks. 


RESIDENCE. 

Mendon. 


Mendon. 

Mendon. 

Mendon. 

Mendon. 

Mendon. 

Bellingham. 

Mendon. 

Dorchester. 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1893. 


:e  of  death. 

NAME. 

AGE. 

RESIDENCE. 

1879. 

Y. 

M. 

D. 

Dec.  7, 

1893. 

Jan.  22, 

Mary  Daniels, 

35 

Mendon. 

Edwin  Bates, 

66 

5 

6 

Mendon. 

Feb. 

4, 

Abel  G.  Weatherhead, 

72 

9 

23 

Mendon. 

6, 

Peter  M.  Bates, 

4 

4 

2 

Mendon. 

19, 

Gilbert  Cook, 

Jason  G.  Cummings, 

75 

2 

24 

Mendon. 

Mar. 

23, 

68 

2 

6 

Mendon. 

31, 

Arthur  A.  Brown, 

1 

10 

3 

Mendon. 

Apr. 

6, 

Hannah  W.  Taft, 

69 

11 

25 

Mendon. 

18, 

Royal  Bates, 

9 

Mendon. 

May 

22, 

Austin  Wood, 

75 

9 

Mendon. 

June 

3, 

Sally  Wheelock, 

86 

25 

Mendon. 

21, 

Francis  A.  Staples, 

53 

8 

Mendon. 

22, 

Ezekiel  P.  Burr, 

72 

8 

15 

Mendon. 

July 

22, 

Leon  Daniels, 

52 

8 

17 

Mendon. 

Ang. 

27, 

Dexter  Inman. 

59 

4 

20 

Mendon. 

Oct. 

14, 

Ariel  Cook, 

87 

11 

21 

Mendon. 

18, 

Julia  A.  Wilcox, 

68 

5 

11 

Mendon. 

Nov. 

3, 

Henry  F.  Inman, 

39 

7 

22 

Mendon. 

30, 

Waitee  M.  Wood, 

44 

8 

25 

Mendon. 

Dec. 

31, 

Edwin  G.  Wilcox, 

48 

3 

2 

Mendon. 

The 

attention  of  parents  and  others 

is  called  to  the  report  of 

births,  marriages  and  deaths.  If  any  errors  are  noticed,  please 
report  them  to  me  at  once  for  correction.  The  importance  of 
accurate  registration  cannot  be  overestimated.  Blanks  for  making 
all  returns  relating  to  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  of  the  town  clerk. 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

Town  Clerk. 


Mendon,  Feb.  17,  1894 


THIRTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


The  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  respectfully  submit 
the  following  report. 

The  Librarian’s  report,  submitted  herewith,  presents  most  of 
the  facts  of  interest  connected  with  the  library.  The  books  were 
examined  Feb.  6,  current,  and  found  accounted  for,  and  in  satis¬ 
factory  condition.  The  library  was  re-opened  Feb.  10,  1894. 

One  copy  of  the  Annals  of  Mendon  has  been  sold  during  the 
past  year. 

Additional  shelf  room  is  needed,  and  the  Trustees  recommend 
the  use  of  a  rack  similar  to  the  one  now  in  use  in  the  library. 

The  Trustees  tender  the  thanks  of  our  citizens  to  all  those  who 
have  contributed  books,  or  literature  of  any  kind,  to  the  library 
during  the  past  year. 

They  recommend  the  appropriation  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  library  for  the  ensuing  year. 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE, 

ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 

Trustees  Taft  Public  Library. 

LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  : — 

The  library  was  re-opened  for  the  delivery  of  books  Feb.  11, 
1893.  The  whole  number  of  books  given  out  from  the  library  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  was  3798,  211  less  than  last  year. 

The  largest  number  delivered  any  Saturda}7,  was  120  ;  the 
smalllest  number,  55  ;  the  average  number,  74. 

The  delivery  by  divisions  was  as  follows :  Agriculture,  34  ; 
Biography,  69;  Documents,  5;  Fiction,  2,583;  Histor}7,  250; 
Poetry,  134  ;  Miscellaneous,  68  ;  Periodicals,  389  ;  Religion,  22  ; 
Science,  79  ;  Travels,  165. 

The  library  has  been  increased  by  108  volumes.  The  town 
purchased  81  volumes,  also  a  number  of  unbound  periodicals,  eight 
volumes  of  which  have  since  been  bound. 

Twenty-seven  books  have  been  given :  8  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth  ;  6  by  H.  S.  Aldrich ;  2  by  Hon.  J.  H.  Walker ; 

2  by  the  Bureau  of  Education ;  1  by  the  Civil  Service  Commission ; 
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1  by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission ;  1  by  the  U.  S.  Nation¬ 
al  Museum.  The  IT.  S.  Patent  Office  has  given  1  volume  ;  also, 
the  Official  Gazette  for  the  year.  Five  volumes  of  unbound 
Century  Magazines,  which  have  since  been  bound,  were  given  by 
N.  II.  George. 

The  Social  Economist  for  the  year  was  given  by  Hon.  W.  F. 
Draper.  A  number  of  pamphlets  have  also  been  given  by  different 
persons. 

Whole  number  of  books  in  the  library,  3171. 

SARA  F.  TOWNE, 

Librarian. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 

Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public 


Libiary  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  7,  1894  : — 

Dr. 

Balance  from  1893 .  $  5  63 

Cash  received  on  three  town  orders .  135  00 

44  Sara  F.  Towne,  catalogues, 

fines,  etc .  9  50 

-  $150  13 

Cr. 

Paid  W.  B.  Clarke  &  Co.,  books .  $63  26 

C.  A.  Staples,  books .  7  26 

J.  A.  George,  books .  3  76 

A.  H.  H.  Warren  &  Co.,  books. . .  2  08 

u  binding .  11  05 

Alanson  Taft,  wood .  5  00 

George  W.  Tucker,  labor .  . .  1  50 

G.  M.  Billings,  printing .  2  25 

Sara  F.  Towne,  services  as  Librarian .  50  00 

Cash  on  hand . - .  3  97 

-  $150  13 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

Treasurer. 

Mendon,  Feb.  7,  1894. 


Examined,  found  correct  and  with  proper  vouchers. 

J.  A.  GEORGE, 

E.  A.  SNOW, 

Auditing  Committee. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  MENDON 


FOR  THE 


SCHOOL  YEAR  1893-94. 


MILFORD,  MASS. : 
Cook  &  Sons,  Printers, 
1  8  94. 


ORGANIZATION  OF 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  1893-94. 


FRANK  H.  WOOD,  Chairman,  Term  expires  1S94 

ERWIN  A.  SNOW,  Secretary,  “  1895 

LYMAN  COOK,  “  1896 


Superintendent, 

MISS  NANCY  C.  GEORGE. 

Truant  Officers, 

W.  W.  NELSON,  LYMAN  COOK, 


EDWARD  L.  SMITH. 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Mendon: — 

The  following  report  of  the  School  Committee  is  respect¬ 
fully  submitted : — 

The  Committee  organized  March  6,  and  assigned  the  general 
care  of  school  property  as  follows  : 

West  and  Albeeville,  Frank  H.  Wood;  Center  and  North, 
Erwin  A.  Snow ;  South  and  East,  Lyman  Cook.  Erwin  A.  Snow 
was  appointed  School  Book  Agent. 

Miss  Nancy  C.  George  was  re-elected  superintendent  of 
schools.  Under  her  supervision  there  has  been  a  steady  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  condition  of  our  schools,  and  very  much  to  the  regret 
of  your  committee  she  has  declined  to  serve  you  another  year. 

Mr.  Wood’s  removal  from  town  early  in  the  season  necessi¬ 
tated  his  resignation  as  a  member  of  the  school  committee,  and 
Henry  W.  Gaskill  was  chosen  his  successor. 

In  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Wood,  the  town  loses  the  services 
of  one  who  has  served  faithfully  as  chairman  of  your  committee 
for  a  number  of  years. 

During  the  year  the  scholars  from  the  Albeeville  district  have 
been  conveyed  safely,  and  to  all  appearances  comfortably,  to  the 
Center  schools.  This  results  in  a  saving  to  the  town  of  at  least 
fifty  dollars,  besides  giving  the  children  the  advantages  of  much 
better  schools. 

During  the  year  the  Center  rooms  have  been  put  in  good 
repair,  and,  with  reasonable  care,  should  remain  so  for  several 
years  with  but  slight  expense. 

There  are  some  repairs  needed  in  the  other  districts.  The 
North  room  needs  new  blackboards,  as  the  old  ones  are  not  worth 
repairing,  it  being  impossible  to  fill  up  the  holes  and  make  a  good 
surface.  The  South  district  must  have  a  new  outbuilding,  or  go 
without  any. 

The  blackboards  in  most  of  the  school-houses  are  very  poor 
and  the  expense  of  keeping  in  repair  considerable.  These  should 
be  gradually  replaced  with  slate.  This  would  do  away  with  all 
repairs,  besides  giving  the  schools  the  advantage  of  first-class 
blackboards. 

There  has  been  one  apprehension  during  the  year  by  the 
truant  officer. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the  school  book  agent,  we 
have  quite  a  stock  of  new  text  books  on  hand.  This  is  due  to  our 
having  recently  made  an  exchange  of  the  old  worn-out  Readers 
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for  new  ones,  most  of  which  have  not  been  given  out,  but  will  be 
as  soon  as  school  begins. 

A  report  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  and  recommendations 
by  the  superintendent,  will  be  found  in  the  superintendent’s  report. 

We  would  respectfully  recommend  the  following  appropria¬ 
tions  for  the  ensuing  year : — 

Support  of  schools .  $1,700  00 

Textbooks  and  supplies .  200  00 

Incidentals .  300  00 

Superintendent .  300  00 

Apparatus .  50 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

Receipts. 

Appropriations : — 

Support  of  schools.,  . .  $1,700  00 

Text  books  and  supplies  .  200  00 

Incidentals .  350  00 

Superintendent .  300  00 

Apparatus  .  50  00 

Other  receipts: — 

Income  from  state  school  fund .  $333  55 

44  dog  tax .  171  18 

44  out-of-town  scholars .  25  00 

44  sale  of  incidentals  and  text 

books .  9  85 

- $3ir39  58 

Expenditures  for  the  Year. 

Teachers’  wages : — 

Grace  Jackson,  High .  $140  00 

Loyal  E.  Sherwin,  High .  297  5° 

Mary  E.  Dudley,  Primary .  290  00 

Serena  B.  Adams,  Grammar .  120  00 

Bertha  E.  O’Connor,  44  240  00 

“  North .  80  00 

Nettie  J.  McEwen,  44  .  160  00 

Anna  M.  Staples,  South .  210  00 

Annie  A.  Jackson*,  East... .  • .  80  00 

Mattie  S.  Howes,  44  .  140  00 

Nettie  J.  McEwen,  West .  60  00 

Ruth  B.  Cornwell,  44  . .  120  00 


L937  50 


s 


Fuel : — 

George  B.  Cromb,  2  cords  wood,  Center 
Morton  Holbrook,  cutting  and  housing 

same . 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal,  Center . 

Lyman  Cook,  wood  and  cutting,  East. . 

44  44  South 

A.  W.  Ga skill, 

44  k4  North 

E.  A.  Snow,  cash  paid  cutting  wood,  44 
4  4  4  4  South 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal,  North . 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  wood  and  cutting, 
West . 


Care  of  school  rooms: — 

Nancy  C.  George,  cash  paid  cleaning 

room,  North . 

Lyman  Cook,  cash  paid  cleaning  room, 

East . . 

Lyman  Cook,  cash  paid  cleaning  room, 

South  . . . 

Bertha  E.  O’Connor,  care  of  room,  North 
Nettie  J.  McEwen,  4  4  4  4 

Anna  M.  Staples,  44  South 

Annie  A.  Jackson,  44  East 

Mattie  S.  Howes,  4  4  4  4 

Nettie  J.  McEwen,  44  West 

Ruth  B.  Cornwell,  4  4  4  4 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  cash  paid  care  of 

room,  West . 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  cash  paid  cleaning 

room,  West . 

E.  A.  Snow,  cash  paid  cleaning  rooms, 

Center . 

E.  A.  Snow,  care  of  rooms,  Center . 


Text  books  and  supplies : — 

Amount  purchased  as  per  report  of  school 

book  agent . 

Apparatus : — 

Nancy  C.  George,  sundries . 

J.  L.  Hammett,  charts . 

“  maps . 

Milton  Bradley  Co.,  sundries . 

W.  B.  Clark  &  Co.,  encyclopaedia . 

J.  L.  Buxton,  repairing  skeleton . 


$10  00 


4  00 

25  38 

16  25 


H  30 
2  25 


5° 
14  00 


6  50 


$  4  00 
1  00 

1  00 

3  00 
8  00 
6  50 

2  OO 

4  5° 
2  00 
2  OO 

4  00 
70 

5  10 

30  00 


$  2  20 
9  OO 
10  OO 
2  03 
26  70 
2  40 


9s  31 


73  So 


209  83 
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Superintendent : — 

Nancy  C.  George  .  $300  00 

Transporting  scholars: — 

George  B.  Cromb .  151  50 

Incidentals : — 

Cook  &  Sons,  committee  orders .  $  2  00 

44  report  cards .  3  00 

Nancy  C.  George,  postage . 3  00 

44  traveling  expenses. . .  8  88 

44  express  paid .  4  30 

44  sundries .  2  17 

E.  A.  Snow,  postage .  1  47 

44  fare  to  Boston .  4  00 

44  express  and  freight .  4  55 

44  cash  paid  sundries .  1  92 

“  44  C.  H.  Allen,  re¬ 
pairs  .  2  25 

E.  A.  Snow,  cash  paid  A.  C.  Chilson, 

painting .  70 

E.  A.  Snow,  taking  school  census .  2  00 

44  repairs,  North,  Center  and 

High .  3  60 

E.  A.  Snow,  repairs,  North .  1  5° 

44  44  Center .  1  25 

44  44  South .  2  00 

44  services  as  secretary  of 

school  committee .  10  00 

E.  A.  Snow,  services  as  school  book 

agent .  8  00 

C.  H.  Allen,  shingling  school  house, 

North . 22  75 

C.  H.  Allen,  labor,  Center .  1  35 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  sundries  . .  2  60 

'4  nails  and  cement, North  2  79 

J.  Z.  Field,  shingles,  North .  53  5° 

George  S.  Perry,  brushes,  dustpans,  etc.  6  75 

F.  H.  Wood,  labor  shingling  school 

house,  North . 3  00 

F.  H.  Wood,  cash  paid  returning  shingles  1  00 

T.  E.  Morse,  blinds,  Center .  1  75 

44  blackboard  paint .  1  90 

Henry  Plolbrook,  repairing  fence,  Center  2  00 

Lyman  Cook,  repairs  on  room,  East... .  4  70 

4  4  4  4  South...  5  15 

44  cash  paid  sundries .  1  43 

4  4  4  4  use  of  well,  East  2  00 

Avery  &  W oodbury,  curtains,  Center. . .  3  So 

44  lamps  and  brackets  1  7° 

Eldridge&  Beatty, repairing  rooms, Center  47  53 
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Henry  W.  Gaskill,  taking  school  census  2  00 

44  sundries .  2  35 

“  repairing  room,  West  2  00 

44  cash  paid  use  of  well  2  00 

John  Taft,  rebuilding  chimney,  North.. .  6  75 

G.  A.  Brown,  repairing  blackboards, 

High .  2  80 

Boston  School  Supply  Co.,  report  cards  1  20 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  labor. . .  1  00 

I.  O.  Rhodes,  sundries .  95 

E.  L.  Smith,  use  of  well,  Center .  7  00 

44  services  as  truant  officer. . .  50 

W.  W.  Nelson,  use  of  well,  North .  3  00 

Milton  Bradley  Co.,  diplomas .  2  05 


Cash  on  hand 


There  was  due  on  last  year. . . .  $240  00 

There  will  be  due  this  year : — 

Teacher .  $122  50 

Superintendent .  100  00 

Graduation  exercises .  10  00 

-  232  50 

Amount  due  less  than  last  year .  $  7  50 

Cash  on  hand .  5°  42 

Text  books  and  supplies  on  hand  more  than 
there  was  last  year,  as  per  report  of 

school  book  agent .  62  45 

Incidentals  and  text  books  sold .  5  85 


Net  cost  of  schools  for  the  year . 

RECAPITULATION. 


Receipts,  4  town  orders . 

Expenditures : — 

Teachers’  wages... .  $1,937  5° 

Fuel .  98  31 

Care  of  school  rooms .  73  80 

Text  books  and  supplies .  209  83 

Apparatus .  52  33 

Superintendent  .  300  00 

Transportation .  15 1  50 


265  89 


$3,089  16 
50  42 


$3.J39  58 


126  22 
$3)QI  3  36 


$3,139  58 
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Incidentals 
Cash  on  hand 


.  $265  89 

■ .  50  42 

- $3,139  58 

HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 

ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

LYMAN  COOK, 


Mendon,  Feb.  17,  1894. 


School  Committee. 


SCHOOL  BOOK  AGENT’S  REPORT. 


Dr. 

To  books  and  supplies  purchased; — 

George  F.  King  &  Merrill .  $  13  27 

American  Book  Co .  7  88 

Ginn  &  Co .  1 18  25 

George  S.  Perry*  . .  1  50 

J.  L.  Hammett .  41  49 

E.  A.  Snow .  85 

Nancy  C.  George .  50 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co .  6  44 

Allyn  &  Bacon .  12  00 

Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co .  7  65 

Books  and  supplies  on  hand .  7°  39 

Cr. 

By  books  and  supplies  furnished .  $145  53 

“  “  sold .  1  87 

“  “  on  hand .  132  84 


$280  23 


$280  23 


ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

School  Book  Agent. 


\ 


Mendon,  Feb.  17,  1894. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Mendon  : — 

I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  my  third  report,  having  nearly 
finished  a  term  of  service  of  two  years  and  a  half. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Schools. 


Ungraded  schools . 4 

Primary  school .  1 

Grammar  school .  1 

High  school. . . 1 


Pupils. 


Total  enrollment . . . . 

Number  under  5  years  of  age . .  . 

Number  between  5  and  15  years  of  age.... 

Number  over  15  years  of  age . 

Number  in  High  school,  January,  1894.... 
Number  in  Grammar  school,  January,  1894. 
Number  in  primary  school,  January,  1894.  • 
Number  in  ungraded  schools,  January,  1894 
Average  number  belonging  through  the  year 

Average  daily  attendance . . 

Per  cent,  of  attendance . 

Number  of  cases  of  tardiness . . 


163 

4 

H3 

16 

23 

38 

27 

50 

Hi 

x33 

94 

*57 


A  comparison  of  these  statistics  with  those  of  last  year  shows 
a  slight  increase  in  the  per  cent,  of  attendance,  and  a  large  de¬ 
crease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  tardiness.  But  for  so  much 
sickness  during  the  winter  term,  the  increase  in  the  per  cent,  of 
attendance  would  have  been  larger.  The  North  and  the  East 
schools  have  taken  the  honors  this  year  in  regard  to  attendance. 


WORK  OF  SCHOOLS. 

In  the  Primary  school,  principally  because  there  were  but 
three  grades  or  classes,  after  the  spring  term,  better  work  has 
been  accomplished  than  usual.  This  is  saying  much.  Great 
credit  is  due  to  the  experienced  teacher  for  the  continued  and  even 
increased  prosperity  of  this  school. 

In  the  Grammar  school,  after  much  hard  work  on  the  part  of 
ail  concerned  during  the  spring  term,  the  improvement  was  so 
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slight  that  a  change  of  teachers  was  made  in  the  fall,  with  good 
results.  Owing  largely  to  the  health  of  the  teacher,  the  winter 
term  was  less  satisfactory  in  some  ways  than  was  to  be  expected 
from  the  good  work  of  the  previous  term.  And  yet,  a  marked 
gain  was  to  be  seen  in  arithmetic, — especially  rapid  oral  work — 
in  drawing  from  objects,  in  penmanship,  and  in  language  as 
shown  in  written  work. 

The  four  ungraded  schools  are  in  an  encouraging  condition. 
The  spirit  of  the  pupils  has  been  commendable,  and  the  progress 
in  studies  steady.  The  teachers,  without  exception,  have  been 
faithful  and  conscientious. 

The  High  school  has  been  somewhat  larger  than  last  year. 
A  class  of  eleven  entered  in  the  fall.  A  class  of  five  is  to  be 
graduated  on  the  sixteenth  of  March.  Excellent  order  has  been 
maintained ;  there  has  been  as  good  work  in  studies  as  is  possible 
when  there  is  only  one  teacher  for  so  many  classes.  Mr.  Sherwin 
has  been  most  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

BOOKS. 

The  old  spellers  were  exchanged  for  the  same  number  of 
Graves’  New  Graded  Speller ;  worn  out  readers  were  exchanged 
for  Stickney’s  readers  and  a  number  of  copies  of  Montgomery’s 
Beginner’s  American  History.  Copies  of  Irving’s  Sketch  Book 
were  bought  for  the  first  class  of  the  Grammar  school,  and  copies 
of  Masterpieces  of  American  Literature  for  the  High  school. 
The  text  books  for  physiology  in  the  High  school  were  complete¬ 
ly  worn  out,  so  that  it  was  necessary  to  buy  new  books.  Walker’s 
Physiology  was  selected.  Copies  of  Hyde’s  Advanced  Lessons  in 
English  were  bought  for  the  High  school. 

Chambers’  Revised  Encyclopedia  was  bought  in  the  fall, 
principally  for  the  use  of  the  teacher  and  pupils  of  the  High 
school,  the  other  schools  in  the  same  building  having  secondary 
claims. 

TEACHERS’  MEETINGS. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  year  has  been  the  teachers’  meet¬ 
ings,  eight  of  which  were  held  during  the  year,  four  on  Friday 
and  four  on  Saturday  afternoons.  At  these  meetings,  the  teach¬ 
ing  of  the  different  branches  was  discussed,  as  well  as  general 
management  of  the  schools;  short  reports  of  visits  to  schools  in 
other  places  were  given  by  the  teachers,  and  the  study  of  psychol- 
gy  begun.  This  last  subject  is  a  most  important  one  for  teachers, 
in  order  that  they  may  do  their  work  intelligently. 

VISITING  DAYS. 

Not  until  this  year  have  the  teachers  been  obliged  to  spend  one 
day  each  term  in  visiting  such  a  school  as  the  Superintendent 
selected,  and  to  report  on  these  visits  at  the  teachers’  meetings. 


The  results  of  this  regulation  have  been  as  beneficial  as  antici¬ 
pated  by  the  school  committee.  There  has  been  a  perceptible 
impetus  given  to  the  work  of  our  schools  in  almost  every  instance. 

TEACHERS. 

Fewer  changes  of  teachers  have  been  made  this  year  than 
last.  The  new  appointments  have  been  most  earnestly  and  con¬ 
scientiously  intended  for  the  benefit  of  the  schools. 

Of  the  many  duties  of  school  committees  and  superintend¬ 
ents,  there  is  none  more  important,  none  more  difficult  to  per¬ 
form,  than  the  selection  of  teachers.  What  is  needed  in  a  teacher 
may  be  well  understood,  but  the  difficulty  lies  in  finding  and  se¬ 
curing  all  the  necessary  qualifications  in  one  person.  In  cities 
and  towns,  both  large  and  small,  there  is  a  uniform  cry  for  teach¬ 
ers,  better  teachers,  trained  teachers,  teachers  of  experience. 

The  following  quotations  from  the  last  reports  of  superintend¬ 
ents  in  leading  cities  of  the  state,  set  forth  not  only  the  difficulty 
of  securing  satisfactory  teachers,  but  also  the  reason  for  the  diffi¬ 
culty,  in  the  fact  that  so  much  is  now  required  of  teachers : 

“Years  ago  the  curriculum  of  the  grammar  schools  was  very 
limited  and  narrow  in  its  scope ;  it  consisted  of  but  few  studies — 
the  traditional  ‘three  R’s’ — and  these  were  taught  in  a  mechanical 
manner.  The  principal  work  of  the  pupil  was  to  memorize  the 
text  of  the  book,  the  chief  end  of  the  teacher  to  hear  him  repeat 
verbatim  in  recitation  what  he  had  thus  learned.  Teaching  of 
this  sort  required  but  ‘little  learning,’  no  effort,  no  enthusiasm,  on 
the  part  of  the  teacher ;  it  could  be  done  by  Ichabod  Cranes, 
and  was  one  of  the  lower  kinds  of  unskilled  labor.  Dr.  Johnson’s 
definition  of  a  lexicographer  would  equally  well  describe  the 
teacher  of  those  days — ‘a  harmless  drudge.’ 

All  this  has  changed.  Teaching  has  become  a  science  and 
an  art  calling  for  a  high  degree  of  ability  and  skill,  in  addition  to 
character,  brains  and  culture.  The  course  of  study  has  grown 
until  it  includes  not  only  reading,  writing,  spelling,  arithmetic, 
geography  and  United  States  history,  but  also  the  elements  of  bot¬ 
any,  of  zoology,  of  physics,  of  physical  geography,  of  geometry, 
of  literature,  of  drawing,  of  music,  of  cooking,  of  sewing,  and  of 
manual  training  by  means  of  work  in  wood.  All  of  these 
branches,  except  the  last  three,  the  teachers  of  the  grammar 
schools  are  required  to  teach  to-day. 

This  requires  a  breadth  of  training  and  education  in  teachers 
not  at  all  demanded  in  years  past,  and  not  general  even  now.  It 
is  difficult  to  fill  vacancies  in  a  satisfactory  way  in  our  schools ; 
the  demand  for  strong,  well  trained  teachers  is  greater  than  the 
supply.” 

“Teachers  are  required  to  be  better  prepared  for  their  profes¬ 
sion  by  a  wider  range  of  study  and  by  special  training.  The 
methods  employed  in  instruction  are  more  rational,  for  they  are 
based  on  principles  that  take  into  consideration  to  a  greater  extent 
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than  formerly  the  laws  that  govern  the  mental  growth  and  devel¬ 
opment.” 

“That  which  is  the  crying  need,  not  only  of  our  schools  but 
of  all  others,  is  a  sufficient  supply  of  teachers  possessing  the 
knowledge  to  instruct  intelligently  in  the  many  branches  now  re¬ 
quired  to  be  taught, — teachers  imbued  with  the  true  teaching 
spirit,  who  are  neither  time  servers  nor  pedants ;  teachers  who 
see  in  their  pupils  subjects  for  study  and  who  realize  that  the  duty 
of  the  teacher  lies  not  simply  in  instilling  facts  into  untutored 
minds,  but  in  developing  their  pupils  mentally,  morally  and  phy¬ 
sically,  in  such  a  manner  that  in  the  future  the  powers  with  which 
these  pupils  were  endowed  may  approximate  at  least  the  inherent 
possibilities  of  their  natures.” 

Attention  should  perhaps  be  called  to  the  fact  that  it  is  only 
the  elements  of  the  higher  branches  that  are  taken  up  in  grammar 
schools ;  and  these  elements  are  studied  in  connection  with  the 
regular  lessons  in  reading,  geography,  arithmetic  and  language, 
whenever  that  is  possible. 

There  is  little  need  to  say  that  very  many  of  these  branches 
which  are  taught  in  the  better  grammar  schools  of  the  state  and 
country,  have  not  been  attempted  in  the  schools  of  Mendon.  It 
was  impossible  as  well  as  impracticable  to  do  so.  Still  it  has 
been  no  easy  task  to  find  teachers  of  ability,  education  and  charac¬ 
ter  for  some  of  our  schools. 

In  conclusion,  it  remains  for  me  to  assure  the  committee  of 
my  hearty  appreciation  of  their  co-operation  and  support  in  my 
plans,  and  to  thank  the  teachers  for  their  loyalty  and  faithfulness 
in  the  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NANCY  C.  GEORGE, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 


n 

ROLL  OF  HONOR.— 1893-4. 


The  following  have  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy  for  the  time 
specified : — 

ONE  TERM. 

High  School. — Ida  M.  Barrows,  Amy  Lapham,  Clarence 
H.  Moores,  Richard  W.  Odium,  Arthur  V.  Pond,  Clara  W.  Pond, 
Florence  E.  Snow,  Florence  I.  Taft,  Mary  L.  Wood. 

Grammar  School. — Minnie  C.  Allen,  Richard  Brown,  Wm. 
Driscoll,  Lewis  Ford,  Anna  Kinsley,  James  Moore,  Sabry  Moores, 
Elmer  Rhodes,  Geraldine  Taft,  Harry  Taft,  Nathan  Towne,  Jes¬ 
sie  Wheeler,  Mabel  Wheeler,  Mary  Williams. 

Primary  School. — Charles  A.  Brown,  John  J.  Driscoll, 
Katie  F.  Fagan,  Lillian  Freeman,  Earle  B.  Lowell,  Fred  A.  Snow, 
Maud  A.  Taft,  Annie  I.  Wheeler,  Herbert  E.  Wheeler,  J.  Eton 
Weatherhead,  Rosie  Wheeler,  Wm.  L.  Munsell. 

North  School. — Florence  Bennett,  Alice  Byrne,  George 
Davenport,  Everett  Eldredge,  Rosa  Quigley,  Lottie  Scisco. 

South  School. — Bennie  I.  Barrows,  Ida  M.  Barrows,  Ray¬ 
mond  Barrows,  Ada  A.  Fletcher. 

East  School. — Harry  Bates,  Howard  Plummer,  Ralph 
Plummer,  Victor  Plummer,  Arthur  Sprague. 

West  School. — Wilfred  N.  Brooks,  Caroline  W.  Lapham, 
Caroline  S.  Wood,  Wm.  Broughey. 

TWO  TERMS. 

Grammar  School. — Edward  Driscoll,  Lillian  Freeman,  Ro¬ 
sa  Kelley,  Earle  Lowell,  Oliver  Moores,  Fred  A.  Snow. 

Primary  School. — Charles  B.  Congdon,  Anna  M.  Cook, 
George  W.  Cromb,  Mabel  L.  Cromb,  Louise  J.  Curliss,  Ellen  M. 
Harrington,  John  Harrington,  Caroline  Wheeler. 

North  School. — M.  Ernest  Davenport,  Harold  Eldredge. 

South  School. — Eliza  D.  Fletcher. 

East  School. — Norman  Cook,  Alzie  R.  Staples. 

West  School. — Richard  E.  Hazard. 

THREE  TERMS. 

Grammar  School. — Jessie  Rhodes. 

Primary  School. — Jennie  M.  Best,  Bertie  L.  Moores,  F. 
Belle  Rhodes. 

North  School. — Ida  O.  Darling. 


TABLE  OF  STATISTICS, 
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AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Selectmen,  Treasurer, 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Superintendent  of  Streets,  Town  Clerk, 
School  Committee  and  Collector  of  Taxes.  Also,  the  accounts  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  5,  1894,  and  find  them  correctly 
kept  and  with  proper  vouchers. 

CHARLES  H.  ALLEN, 

Auditor. 


Mendon,  Feb.  22,  1894. 


TOWN  WARRANT. 


Worcester ,  ss. — To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  in 
the  County  of  Worcester,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are 
directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  qualified 
to  vote  in  election  and  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the  Town  Hall, 
in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  fifth  day  of  March,  next,  punct¬ 
ually  at  io  o’clock,  a.  m.,  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  viz: — 

Article  i.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  in  said  meet¬ 
ing. 

Article  2.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  several  town  officers 
and  committees,  and  act  thereon. 

Article  3.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the 
year  ensuing. 

Article  4.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  are  necessary 
to  defray  town  charges,  and  make  appropriations  of  the  same. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  list  of 
jurors  reported  by  the  Selectmen,  or  make  any  alterations  in  the 
same. 

Article  6.  To  see  what  measures,  if  any,  the  town  will 
adopt  to  secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  continue  the 
High  School. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer 
to  hire  money  to  pay  current  expenses  for  the  municipal  year  com¬ 
mencing  March  5th,  1894,  in  anticipation  of  the  collection  of  the 
taxes. 

Article  9.  To  bring  in  their  ballots  “Yes”  or  “No”  in 
answer  to  the  question,  “Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town  ?  ” 

Article  io.  To  see  if  the  town  will  continue  communica¬ 
tion  by  telephone  with  Milford,  as  security  against  destruction  by 
fire,  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  ii.  To  see  if  the  town  will  determine  what  shall 
be  the  length  of  the  school  year. 

Article  12.  To  see  what  amount,  if  any,  the  town  will 
raise  and  appropriate  for  the  purchase  of  school  apparatus. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  instruct  the 
Assessors  of  the  ensuing  year  to  print  the  valuation  list  of  said  year. 
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Article  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  reconsider 
Section  five  of  the  School  By-Laws,  adopted  Nov.  5,  1878,  in 
which  the  Truant  School  established  in  the  City  of  Worcester 
was  assigned  as  the  suitable  place  for  confinement,  discipline  and 
instruction  mentioned  in  Section  one  of  the  Act  concerning  truant 
children  and  absentees  from  school,  approved  on  the  second  day 
of  May,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- three. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  assign  the 
County  Truant  School  at  Oakdale,  West  Boylston,  Mass.,  as  the 
suitable  place  for  confinement,  discipline  and  instruction  men¬ 
tioned  in  Section  one  of  the  Act  concerning  truant  children  and 
absentees  from  school,  approved  on  the  second  day  of  May,  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-three,  and  amended  by 
Chap.  249,  Acts  of  1889,  and  authorize  the  school  committee  to 
secure  the  approval  of  the  proper  Court  to  such  assignment. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  provisions 
of  Chapter  431  of  the  Acts  of  1888,  and  subsequent  amendments, 
relating  to  the  employment  of  a  superintendent  of  schools,  and 
appropriate  money  therefor. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  reconsider  its  former 
vote  or  votes  in  regard  to  closing  the  town  hall  at  12  o’clock,  mid¬ 
night. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  take  any  action  in 
regard  to  the  hour  of  opening  or  closing  said  town  hall. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant,  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  thereof  at  each  of  the  following  places  in  said 
town,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting, 
viz  : —  At  the  post-office,  and  on  the  door  of  the  schoolhouse  in 
Albeeville,  and  at  the  post  office  at  South  Milford. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  or  Town  Clerk,  before  the 
time  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hand  at  Mendon,  this  seventeenth  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ninety-four. 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE, 

ALBERT  W.  GASKILL, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 

A  true  copy.  Attest : 


Constable  of  Mendon. 


ASSESSORS’  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Polls,  Valuation  and  Taxes 


OF  THE 

TOWH  OF  tVEEftDOJSl 

FOR  1895. 


ASSESSORS: 

ALBERT  W.  GASKILL,  WILLARD  S.  WILCOX, 
ERWIN  A.  SNOW. 


MILFORD,  MASS. : 
Cook  &  Sons,  Pointers. 
189  5 


VALUATION  AND  TAXES. 


NAMES.  REAL  AND  PERSONAL  ESTATE.  TAX. 

Adams,  David.  Money  on  deposit  $200,  1  horse  25,  2 
cows  75,  Democrat  wagon  20,  buggy  20,  sleigh  and 
harness  10,  express  wagon  10,  house  750,  barn  300, 
carriage  house  and  shed  200,  hen  house  25,  2  sheds 
100,  house  lot  3  3-8  a.  500,  Rawson  land,  3  1-2  a. 

150,  A.  C.  Cook  pasture  8  a.  200,  P.  A.  Wheeler 


pasture  15  a.  275,  Farnum  meadow  1  a.  25,  Farnum 
meadow  4  1-2  a.  45,  Albee  land  3  5-8  a.  375,  Phipps 

meadow  2  a.  50 .  $43  10 

Adams,  Horace  C . . . . .  .  2  00 

Aldrich,  Chauncy.  1  cow  $15,  house  525,  barn  25, 

wood-house  50,  homestead  5  1-2  a.  275 .  12  90 

Aldrich,  Horace  S.  1  horse  $35,  4  cows  90,  Democrat 
wagon  and  harness  40,  house  1000,  barn  150,  car¬ 
riage  house  and  shop  100,  homestead  10  a.  500....  25  46 

Aldrich,  Alma  H.  Carter  land  58  a.  $760 .  9  31 


Aldrich,  Marcus  M.  2  horses  $150,  4  cows  120,  Demo¬ 
crat  wagon  75,  express  wagon  5,  harnesses  25,  house 
600,  barn  200,  house  (Scisco)  200,  carriage  house 
50,  henhouse  40,  homestead  35  a.  1225,  cranberry  and 
wood  land  5  1-2  a.  150,  meadow  and  wood  land  20  a. 


250 .  39  85 

Aldrich,  Frank  M.  1  cow  $20,  1  swine  15 .  2  43 


Aldrich,  Benj.  F.  Money  unsecured  $400,  1  horse  60,  2 
cows  40,  buggy  40,  Democrat  wagon  30,  sleigh  and 
harness  20,  house  1000,  2  barns  400,  carriage  house 
100,  crib  30,  wood  house  35,  homestead  95  a.  1,900, 


Mowry  land  28  a.  500 .  58  00 

Aldrich,  Henry  A.,  estate  of,  1-2  house  $700,  1-2  house 

lot  1-8  a.  50.. .  9  19 
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Albee,  Frank  C .  .  2  00 

Albee,  Albert.  1  horse  $25,  buggy  and  harness  20, 

wagon  20,  house  500,  barn  150.  homestead  4  a.  300  14  44 

Allen,  Charles  H .  2  00 


Allen,  Myra  C.  House  $425,  wood-house  25,  barn  250, 

carriage  house  50,  house  lot  1-8  a  50,  barn  lot  1  a  250  12  86 

Allen,  George  F.  4  horses  $200,  5  cows  125,  9  heifers 
108,  1  bull  15,  carriage  25,  wagon  25,  buggy  and 
harness  20,  house  600,  barn  200,  barn  (new)  1,100, 
crib  25,  homestead  153  a.  2,448,  bottom  land  13  a. 

150,  C.  Thayer  land  10  a.  60,  Mill  river  meadow  1-2 
a.  12,  Mill  river  meadow  5  a.  150,  woodland  (south 
woods)  20  a.  200,  Potomac  land  28  a.  350,  sprout 
land  (Daniels)  10  a.  150,  Bates  land  10  a.  200, 
Cummings  land  1  1-2  a.  100,  (J.  D.  Mellen)  land  3 
a.  30,  Wigwam  land  2  a.  20,  sprout  land  A.  Cook 

13  a.  100,  sprout  land  (Thayer)  20  a.  150,  S.  F. 

Allen  land  1  1-2  a.  50,  sprout  land  (Wilcox  &Cook) 

14  2-3  a.  175,  sprout  land  Adams  28  a.  280,  Ray 


land  30  a.  250 .  91  65 

Alger,  Willard  E.  1  horse  $25,  wagon  8 .  2  40 

Alger,  Edwin  S . .  2  00 

Alger,  Stephen  B.  1  horse  $30,  2  cows  50,  2  heifers  50  3  59 

Ambler,  Linwood  H . . .  2  00 

Barrows,  Naum  G . . .  2  00 

Barrows,  Alfred  I.  3  horses  $125,  5  cows  125,  1  heifer 
12,  wagon  and  harness  10,  house  350,  barn  100, 

2  shops  75,  homestead  26  a.  475 .  17  58 

Barrows,  William  E .  2  00 

Barrows,  Lewis  H.  1  horse  $20,  wagon  and  harness  25  2  55 

Barrows,  Herbert  O .  2  00 

Barrows,  Albert  W .  2  00 

Barrows,  Evelyn  M.  House  $700,  barn  300,  house  lot 

1-8  a.  50,  Daniels  wood  land  8  a.  140 .  14  58 

Bates,  Rupert  F.  1  horse  $1.2.5,.  buggy  and  harness  50, 


5 


NAMES.  REAL  AND  PERSONAL  ESTATE.  TAX. 

house  400,  barn  400,  crib  25,  wood-house  40,  home¬ 
stead  52  a.  800,  wood  land  15  a.  180 .  26  74 

Bates,  Henry.  1  horse  $50,  1  buggy  25,  harness  and 

sleigh  20,  house  350,  house  lot  1-8  a.  25 . .  7  75 

Bates,  Joseph.  Money  unsecured  $300,  1  horse  100,  2 
cows  60,  Democrat  wagon  35,  wagon  and  harness  35, 
house  1000,  barn  350,  carriage  house  125,  house  lot 

3  3-8  a.  375,  Bates  land  5  1-2  a.  60 .  31  89 

Bates,  Clifton  E . . .  2  00 

Bates,  Lewis.  3  horses  $300,  11  cows  330,  1  buggy  50, 

1  buggy  30,  1  gig  25,  sleigh  and  harness  25,  house 
800,  barn  and  shop  400,  shop  50,  homestead  66  a. 

1,452,  Beach  Island  7  a.  100,  1-2  Wigwam  land  5  a. 

50,  Lazelle  land  10  a.  75 .  47  17 

Bates,  Frederick.  1  horse  $25,  carriage  10 .  2  43 

Bates,  Elias  T.  3  horses  $300,  10  cows  300,  1  bull  20, 

2  swine  14,  1  buggy  50,  1  buggy  85,  1  carriage  40, 
Democrat  wagon  30,  sleigh  and  harnesses  35,  house 
900,  barn  800,  wagon  house  100,  homestead  14  a. 

650,  Cook  land  11a.  400,  Newhall  land  5  a.  125, 

Sprague  meadow  6  a.  200,  Pickering  land  12  a.  100  52  83 

Bartlett,  Mary  D.  House  $900,  house  (small)  300,  barn 

125,  hen  house  25,  house  lot  1  1-4  a.  350 .  20  83 

Barnes,  Charles  J .  2  00 

Barry,  John.  Stock  in  trade  $200,  house  (new)  400, 
house  (old)  250,  carriage  and  hen  house  125,  pig¬ 
gery  25,  blacksmith  shop  and  shed  250,  house  lot  3-4 

a.  150,  shop  lot  1-16  a.  50 .  17  76 

Bennett,  David  W.  Money  unsecured  $100,  house  600, 
house  (new)  700,  barn  300,  wood-house  50,  wood- 
house  (new)  50,  carriage  house  75,  homestead  66  a. 

1850,  Torrey  land  29  a.  600,  Rawsonland23  a.  400, 

E.  Wood  pasture  6  a.  125,  cranberry  meadow  1  a. 

100,  sprout  land  (Aldrich)  15  a.  200 .  65  09 

Bennett,  Samuel  A.  2  horses  $150,  11  cows  385,  Demo- 
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crat  wagon  $30,  wagon  and  harness  20,  sleigh  10, 

crib  25,  Wheelock  land  6  a.  500 .  $15  72 

Bennett,  William  H.  1  horse  $50,  2  buggies  85,  har¬ 
ness  5,  house  400,  barn  25,  hen  house  25,  house  lot 

1-4  a.  75 .  10  15 

Beals,  Rufus  G.  1  horse  $50,  5  cows  175,  1  heifer  15, 

Democrat  wagon  50,  express  wagon  60,  harness  5, 
house  400,  barn  350,  hen  house  25,  homestead  30  a. 

870 .  26  50 

Bellows,  Alba.  1  horse  $20,  1  cow  30,  3  heifers  40, 

buggy  10 .  3  23 

Best,  James  R.  4  horses  $100,  4  cows  80,  2  swine  14, 
buggy  25,  carriage  10,  harness  10,  house  350,  barn 

400,  crib  25,  homestead  92  a.  920 .  25  69 

Bemis,  Frank  F .  2  00 

Bibeaux,  Felix.  1  horse  $100,  1  cow  20,  buggy  20, 
house  125,  barn  75,  homestead  7  1-2  225,  Bates 

meadow  6  a.  200,  S.  Pratt  meadow  5  a.  125 .  12  91 

Bicknell,  Mary.  1-3  house  $167,  1-3  barn  67,  1-3  shop 

17,  1-3  homestead  8  2-3  a.  284 .  6  55 

Bills,  Davis,  estate  of.  Sprout  land  1  1-2  a.  $30 .  37 

Bowen,  Smith  A.  Horse  $125,  3  buggies  80,  sleigh  and 

harness  10 .  4  63 

Boyant,  Albert.  1  horse  $25,  1  cow  25,  wagon  40, 

sleigh  and  harness  15 . . .  3  29 

Boyant,  Jane  M.  House  $300,  barn  120,  shed  and  crib 

50,  homestead  11  a.  440,  Taft  land  17  a.  300....  14  82 

Boyce,  Alexander.  1  horse  $75,  2  cows  50,  Democrat 

wagon  15,  house  650,  barn  150,  house  lot  1-2  a.  50.  14  13 

Boyce,  Robert . 2  00 

Brown,  Samuel  A . 2  00 

Brown,  Henry  W.  2  horses  $150,  buggy  and  harness 
25,  wagon  and  sleigh  10,  house  350,  barn  75,  black¬ 
smith  shop  75,  homestead  1  a.  150 . 12  23 

Brown,  Genette  A .  2  00 
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Brown,  Robert.  2  horses  $80,  3  cows  50,  1  swine  8, 
wagon  20,  house  500,  barn  150,  shed  50,  hen  house 
40,  homestead  51  a.  1130,  Chloe  Staples  land  1  a.  50 
Brown  pasture  3  a.  75,  cranberry  meadow  la.  15..  $28  56 

Brown,  Robert  Jr .  2  00 

Brown,  Leforest .  2  00 

Brown,  Fred  F.  1  horse  $125,  buggy  60,  sleigh  and 

harness  25,  house  500,  barn  325,  house  lot  1-4  a.  50  15  29 

Brown,  Eugene  E.  1  horse  $125,  Democrat  wagon  25, 
buggy  and  sleigh  20,  house  500,  barn  150,  hen  house 

50,  shop  40,  house  lot  3-4  a.  225 .  15  90 

Brown,  Maggie.  1-2  house  $50,  1-2  house  lot  50 .  1  23 

Broughy,  Mary.  1  horse  $75,  3  cows  60,  1  heifer  10, 

house  100,  barn  50,  homestead  20  a.  300 .  7  29 

Broughy,  James .  2  00 

Broughy,  John .  2  00 

Briggs,  Rufus  B.  House  $950,  shop  and  wood-house 

100,  house  lot  6-10  a.  150 .  16  70 

Brigdale,  Patrick.  House  $300,  house  lot  1-4  a.  50. .. .  4  29 

Brigdale,  Patrick  E .  2  00 

Brooks,  Richard  E .  2  00 

Byrnes,  John.  3  horses  $250,  3  cows  75,  2  swine  25, 
Democrat  wagon  70,  wagon  30,  sleigh  and  harnesses 
15,  house  200,  barn  300,  wagon  house  125,  home¬ 
stead  50  a.  800,  Albee  pasture  17  a.  150 .  26  99 

Burr,  Ezekiel  P.,  estate  of.  Pasture  and  woodland  12  a. 

$150 . 1  84 

Chipman,  Lewis  D.  1  horse  $10 .  2  12 

Chilson,  Hiram  C.  1  horse  $100,  2  buggies  50,  harness 

5 .  5  90 

Chilson,  Olive  A.  House  $150,  barn  50,  homestead  71 

a.  710 .  11  15 

Claflin,  Mrs.  James  R.  Money  unsecured  $400 .  4  90 

Claflin,  Wilfred  T.  2  horses  $100,  8  cows  280,  Demo¬ 
crat  wagon  75,  express  wagon  15,  sleigh  and  harness 
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18,  house  700,  barn  125,  2  sheds  75,  hen  house  25, 
homestead  7  1-2  a.  400,  Taft  land  5  a.  400,  swamp 
land  10  a.  75,  pasture  and  sprout  land  (Post  lane) 

25  a.  250 . . .  33  09 

Claflin,  James  R. .  2  00 

Clark,  Bessie  W.  House  $900,  barn  200, hen  house  50, 
house  lot  1-2  a.  150,  wood  land  16  a.  200,  wood 

land  (Broughy)  9  a.  175 .  20  52 

Clark,  Elton  0 .  2  00 

Clark  &  Barnes.  Stock  in  trade  $1000,  4  horses  160, 

wagons  50,  Democrat  wagon  25,  pung  20,  sleigh  10  15  50 

Cornwell,  Jacob,  estate  of.  1  horse  $20,  2  cows  <80, 
wagon,  harness  and  sleigh  25,  house  600,  barn  200, 
carriage  house  and  crib  50,  2  hen  houses  40,  home¬ 
stead  8  1-2  a.  212,  Aldrich  land  5  a.  50,  saw  mill 
woodland  2  1-2  a.  50,  sprout  land  (Pond  hill)  1  1-4 

a.  15 .  16  44 

Coleman,  Patrick.  2  horses  $75,  wagon  20,  harness  5. .  3  23 

Coleman,  Mary,  Estate  of.  House  $600,  barn  200,  small 

barn  50,  crib  25,  homestead  81  a.  1620 .  30  56 

Coleman,  Horace  S . .  2  00 

Coleman,  Semantha.  House  $500,  house  lot  1-4  a.  100, 

(exempt) . 

Cook  &  Wilcox.  Stock  in  trade  $1400,  Chilson  sprout 

land  27  a.  165 .  19  17 

Cook,  Lowell  C.  1  cow  $35,  house  550,  2  barns  275, 
crib  35,  paint  shop  100,  homestead  30  a.  580, 

Daniels  wood  land  8  a.  320,  Thayer  woodland  8  a. 

140 . 26  93 

Cook,  Aldrich  B.  1  horse  $40,  1  cow  35,  Democrat 
wagon  30,  buggy  50,  sleigh  and  harness  10,  house 
550,  barn  175,  hen  house  25,  homestead  18  1-2  a. 

575,  sprout  land  5  a.  50 .  20  86 

Cook,  Aldrich  B.  and  Alonzo  A.  Cook,  Administrators 
of  estate  of  Gilbert  Cook.  House  $450,  barn  50. 
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paint  shop  $25,  homestead  52  a.  1,225,  pasture  and 
sprout  land  22  a.  500,  P.  Pickering  land  2  a.  40, 

A.  Cook  land  12  a  225,  Orchard  (Quissett)  15  a. 

300,  A.  A.  Cook  land  10  a.  50,  O.  Cook  land  6  a. 

300 . ••••  .  $38  77 

Cook,  Ariel,  estate  of.  House  $300,  barn  125,  wood- 
house  50,  homestead  59  a.  800,  sprout  land  43  a. 

260,  Muddy  Brook  meadow  2  a.  60 .  19  54 

Cook,  Stephen,  1  cow  $35,  house  300,  barn  200,  house 
(Holbrook)  200,  barn  do.  25,  homestead  32  a.  800, 
meadow  (Arnold)  2  1-2  a.  62,  meadow  (Cook) 

1  6-10  a.  25,  Wheeler  lot  5  1-2  a.  250,  Holbrook 

lot  3  a.  100 .  24  46 

Cook,  S.  Warren.  2  horses  $50,  3  cows  80,  buggy  30, 

sleigh  5,  harnesses  30 .  4  39 

Cook,  Alderman C. . . .  2  00 

Cook,  Susan  I.  1  horse  $75,  1  cow  25,  buggy  and  har¬ 
ness  70,  gig  15,  house  800,  barn  125,  small  barn  75, 
house  lot  3-8  a.  60,  meadow  (Dexter)  4  a.  60,  Jud- 

son  lot  3  1-4  a.  350.... .  20  28 

Cook,  Harry  C . . . .  2  00 

Cook,  Clark.  Cider  and  vinegar  $50,  1  horse  50,  bug¬ 
gy,  wagon  and  harness  25,  house  300,  barn  200, 
homestead  40  a.  1000,  I.  Cook  land  56  a.  1,650, 
plain  land  11a.  150,  A.  Cook  land  22  a.  660,  Bick- 

nell  wood  land  7  a.  245 .  55  04 

Cook,  Lyman.  1  horse  $50,  wagon  and  harness  25, 
house  250,  barn  200,  homestead  100  a.  1500,  1-2 

Lewis  Cook  lot  3  1-2  a.  35 .  27  24 

Cook,  Sylvester.  House  $300,  house  lot  1-4  a.  35 .  6  10 

Cook,  Susan  A.  Money  unsecured  $1000 .  12  25 

Congdon,  Albert  J.  1  horse  $150,  1  cow  30,  1  heifer 
25,  buggy,  harness  and  sleigh  10,  house  500,  barn 
100,  shop  60,  hen-house  25,  house  lot  1  3-16  a  110, 

Staples  lot  2  1-2  a.  125 .  15  90 
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Coyne,  Daniel.  2  cows  $75,  house  400,  bam  50,  home¬ 
stead  14  a.  350,  corner  lot  2  1-4  a.  225 .  $13  48 

Coyne,  John.  2  horses  $85,  buggy  25,  sleigh  and  harness 

10 .  3  47 

Cromb,  George  B . . .  2  00 

Crawley  Caleb  C.  House  $325,  barn  75,  shed  25,  hen¬ 
houses  75,  homestead  8  1-2  a.  500 .  14  25 

Cross,  John .  2  00 

Curley,  Timothy.  1  horse  $125,  3  carriages  20 .  3  78 

Curley.  Johanna.  1  cow  $30,  2  heifers  20,  house  300, 
barn  50,  homestead  7  a.  200,  Davenport  land  2  1-2 

a.  200,  Carey  land  1-2  a.  20 .  10  04 

Cunningham,  Catherine.  1  horse  $10,  2  swine  15,  bug¬ 
gy  and  harness  10,  house  100,  barn  25,  homestead 
33  1-2  a.  500,  Fletcher  land  5  a.  125,  (Exempt  500)  3  49 

Cummings,  Nanc}7  M.,  estate  of.  House  $250,  house- 
lot  3-8  a.  100,  Judson  lot  1-4  a.  75,  (Exempt)  .... 
Davenport,  John  L.  1  cow  $15,  1  heifer  15,  house  550, 

barn  125,  wood-house  50,  house  lot  1  a.  100 .  12  48 

Davenport,  Austin  D.  3  horses  $200,  6  cow^  200,  1  bull 
25,  2  swine  20,  2  buggies  50,  carriage  75,  sleigh  25, 

harnesses  25,  engine  and  boiler  75 .  10  51 

Davenport,  Adeline  A.  House  $1,100,  2  barns  1,300, 
shed  100,  shop  30,  carriage  house  40,  cider  mill  200, 

crib  25,  hen-house  25,  homestead  212  a.  6,360 .  112  46 

Davenport,  Marshall  E .  2  00 

Darling,  James  E.  1  horse  $40,  2  cows  70,  Democrat 
wagon  15,  buggy  15,  sleigh  and  harness  10,  house 

575,  barn  200,  homestead  6  a.  300.  . .  17  01 

Darling,  Abby  C.  1  horse  $40,  11  cows  330,  Democrat 
wagon  40,  express  wagon  10,  sleigh  and  harness  10, 
house  1600,  barn  500,  small  barn  100,  crib  50,  hen¬ 
house  50,  homestead  33  a.  1445 .  51  15 

Darling,  Geo.  H.  2  horses  $175,  express  wagon  20. ...  4  39 

Daley,  William.  1  horse  $50,  buggy  and  harness  10.. .  2  74 
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Daniels,  Minerva,  estate  of.  Money  unsecured  $3000..  $36  75 

Daniels,  Nathan  G.  Money  unsecured  $2500,  2  horses 
75,  2  oxen  110,  2  steers  25,  4  cows  100,  buggy  and 
harness  10,  house  (home  place)  700,  barn  do.  400, 
crib  and  shed  do.  50,  barn  (Lovell)  100,  house  (T.  B. 

Gunn)  500,  house  (Emeline  Gunn)  250,  house  (poor 
farm)  225,  barn  do.  100,  hen  and  wood-house  do.  15, 
new  building  15,  house  (Kinsley)  800,  barn  do. 

300,  house  (Albee)  650,  barn  do.  100,  boot  shop 
do.  50,  wood-house  20,  homestead  (home  place) 

106  a.  3100,  homestead  (Lovell)  55  a.  1100,  house 
lot  (T.  B.  Gunn)  3-8  a.  133,  house  lot  (Emeline 
Gunn)  3-16  a.  67,  homestead  (poor  farm)  30  a.  450, 
house  lot  (Kinsley)  1-2  a.  200,  house  lot  (Albee) 

1  a.  100,  pasture  (Fairbanks)  27  a.  675,  pasture 
(mile  rock)  7  a.  200,  swamp  (Wheelock)  14  a.  450, 
wood  land  (Pond  hill)  12a.  500,  R.  Taft  sprout 
land  2  a.  30,  wood  and  sprout  land  20  a.  450,  wood 
and  sprout  land  (J.  C.  Wood)  20  a.  400,  saw-mill 
land  (V.  Taft)  3  a.  50,  Mary  and  Olive  land  13  1-2 
a.  200,  Tucker  and  Gunn  land  6  a.  150,  Aldrich 


land  3  a.  15,  wood  land  (Alma  Aldrich)  3  a.  50, 
wood  land  (S.  Towne)  2  a.  100,  Wood  land  (West 
hill)  10  a.  200,  Chapin  land  50  a.  750,  Freeman 

land  1-2  a.  75..'. .  204  62 

Davis,  Lydia  L.  1  horse  $30,  2  carriages  40,  house 

1200,  barn  500,  wash  house  75,  house  lot  2  a.  250..  25  67 

De Wolfe,  Frank  A .  2  00 


DeWolfe,  Geo.  H.  2  horses  $150,  2  oxen  100,  9  cows 
170,  1  heifer  15,  1  bull  20,  Democrat  wagon  15,  car¬ 
riage  60,  sleigh  and  pung  25,  harnesses  20,  house 
900,  barn  400,  house  (small)  100,  shop  25,  crib  15, 


wood  house  25,  homestead  151  a.  1887 .  50  10 

Driscoll,  Florence .  2  00 


Dudley,  Silas.  2  horses  $150,  6  cows  300,  carriage  20, 
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wagon  $15,  sleigh  and  harness  10,  house  1000,  2 
barns  800,  slaughter  house  150,  shop  75,  homestead 

44  a.  3100,  sprout  land  (Reed)  4  a.  50 .  $71  45 

Dudley,  Joseph  H.  Buggy  and  harness  $45  .  2  55 

Dudley,  Edward.  1  horse  $25,  2  oxen  100, 13  cows  390, 
buggy  75,  wagon  15,  sleigh  and  pung  30,  harness 
15,  house  1800,  barn  1500,  hen-house  150,  home¬ 
stead  60  a.  3200,  pasture,  (Andrews)  19  a.  650....  99  39 

Ells,  Alfred .  2  00 

Ellis,  Charles  H.  3  horses  $350,  30  cows  900,  2  heifers 
40,  buggy  30,  harness  5,  house  600,  barn  500,  hen¬ 
house  30,  carriage-house  50,  homestead  120  a.  1800  54  74 

Ellis,  Charles  D .  2  00 

Eldredge,  Alfred  C.  1  horse  $25,  buggy  and  harness 

10,  house  350,  barn  25,  house  lot  1  a.  100 .  8  25 

Emerson,  Lucius  H.  1  horse  $50,  buggy  and  harness  25, 

house  200,  barn  200,  house  lot  4  a.  200 .  10  27 

Erskine,  Edgar . 2  00 

Estey,  John  W.  1  horse  $100,  4  cows  120,  Democrat 
wagon  40,  gig  15,  sleigh  and  harness  20,  house  500, 

barn  250,  shop  15,  homestead  24  a.  1050 .  27  84 

Fletcher,  Clark .  2  00 

Fletcher,  Charles  A.  3  horses  $300,  6  cows  180,  1  heif¬ 
er  15,  carriage  100,  Democrat  wagon  60,  harnesses 

35,  house  25,  barn  75,  homestead  41  a.  900 .  22  70 

Fletcher,  Charles.  1  cow  $30 . . .  37 

Fletcher,  Almira  F.  Buggy  $50,  house  500,  barn  40, 
crib  20,  homestead  37  1-2  a.  1000,  wood  land  (south 
woods)  12  a.  144,  Mill  river  meadow  1  3-4  a.  40, 

cranberry  meadow  1  1-2  a.  30 .  22  34 

Fowler,  John  M.  1  horse  $25,  2  oxen  100,  4  cows  90, 

1  heifer  10,  house  800,  barn  150,  crib  30,  wood- 
house  40,  carriage-house  15,  homestead  102  a.  1700  36  26 

Ford,  George  R.  1  horse  $15,  wagon  and  harness  20, 

ell  of  house  100,  hen-house  20  .  3  90 
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Ford,  George  R.,  ex.  will  of  Mary  H.  Ford.  House  600, 
barn  200,  crib  25,  carriage-house  25,  homestead 
7  1-2  a.  375,  sprout  land  (A.  C.  Cook)  17  a.  136, 

meadow  (C.  Cook)  8-10  a.  25 . . .  $16  98 

Freeman,  Franklin .  2  00 

Freeman,  Liberty.  Money  unsecured  $393,  2  horses 

150,  buggy  20,  sleigh  30,  harness  20 .  9  51 

Freeman,  Caroline.  House  $500,  barn  350,  small  house 
150,  shop  25,  hen-house  50,  homestead  68  1-2  a. 

1625,  house  lot,  small  house,  1-8  a.  10 .  33  20 


Gaskill,  Albert  W.  2  horses  $175,  2  colts  150,  13  cows 
455,  11  swine  90,  buggy  20,  Democrat  wagon  10, 
gig  10,  sleigh  and  harness  10,  pung  20,  house  1200, 
barn  550,  carriage  and  store-house  135,  wood-house 
and  shed  75,  piggery  20,  barn  (Barrows)  150, 
wood-house  do.  20,  house  (Thayer)  450,  barn  do. 
120,  shop  do.  50,  piggery  do,  50,  homestead  111  a. 
4,180,  wood  land  (Arnold)  48  a.  1000,  wood  land 
(Howard)  10  a.  125,  wood  land  (Hulda)  16  a.  200, 
Kittery  land  19  a.  380,  homestead  (Barrows)  18  a. 
450,  house  lot  (Thayer)  1  a.  100,  pasture  and 


meadow  (E.  Hill)  38  a.  700 .  135  47 

Gaskill,  Walter  A.  1  horse  $50,  buggy  and  harness  10.  2  74 

Gaskill,  Milo  A.  1  horse  $25,  buggy  and  harness  25.. .  2  61 

Gaskill,  Peter  O.  1  horse  $50,  buggy  50,  sleigh  and 

harness  25 . » .  3  53 

Gaskiil,  Moses  U.  1  horse  $100,  buggy  and  harness  75. 

sleigh  30... . 4  51 

Gaskill,  Gilbert.  1  horse  $50,  1  colt  100,  3  cows  90, 
gig  and  harness  15,  house  1,300,  barn  150,  shed  and 

crib  25,  homestead  57  a.  1,600 .  42  79 

Gaskill,  Harry  C .  2  00 

Gaskill,  Albion  A .  2  00 

Gaskill,  Alcy  M.  1  horse  $100,  6  cows  180,  1  bull  25, 
wagon  and  harness  25,  sleigh  10,  house  500,  barn 
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S 1 50,  crib  20,  homestead  55  a.  1200,  wood  land  21  a. 

945,  sprout  land  (Dam  swamp)  10  a.  150,  Mowry 

pasture  8  a.  100 .  $41  72 

Gaskill,  Arthur  L.  .  2  00 

Gaskill,  Henry  W.  1  buggy  75 .  2  92 

Gaskill,  Micajah  C.,  estate  of.  House  $700,  wood- 

house  50,  homestead  6  a.  240 .  12  13 

Gabrey,  Eli.  1  swine  5,  buggy  and  gig  20,  house  150, 

hen-house  25,  house  lot  1  a.  25 .  4  76 

Gassett,  William  G.,  estate  of.  House  500,  shop  and 

wood-house  50,  house  lot  1-4  a.  75,  (Exempt  500).  1  53 

George,  Nathan  R.  Jr .  2  00 


George,  Nathan  R.  Money  unsecured  $3,000,  money  on 
deposit  400,  2  horses  200,  4  cows  140,  1  heifer  10, 

1  buggy  50,  1  do.  100,  1  top  buggy  100,  1  do.  15, 

1  carriage  100,  express  wagon  35,  1  Democrat 
wagon  35,  2  sleighs  30,  6  harnesses  50,  house  1,500, 
office  100,  shop  and  shed  75,  carriage  house  125, 
barn  and  shed  1,500,  barn  (old)  125,  homestead  36 
a.  1,727,  cranberry  and  wood  land  13  a.  650,  Mis- 
quoe  hill  pasture  24  a.  480,  Claflin  land  7-8  a.  100, 

Streeter  land  23  a.  460 . . .  138  06 

George,  Julius  A.  Money  unsecured  $4,550,  money  on 
deposit  2,883,  money  on  hand  210,  mortgage  on 
personal  estate  100,  mortgage  on  Milford  Methodist 
church  $1,000,  1  Cheshire  R.  R.  6  per  cent,  bond 
1,020,  2  horses  300,  1  colt  100,  2  top  buggies  200,  1 
open  do.  70,  1  wagon  30,  2  sleighs  50,  5  harnesses 
75,  house  1,800,  barn  800,  barn  (new)  600,  house 
(C.  Palace)  400,  wood-house  (C.  Palace)  25,  wood- 
house  (home)  100,  carriage  house  100,  colt  house 
50,  homestead  14  7-8  a.  1,500,  house  lot  (C.  Palace) 


3-8  a.  100 . .  198  77 

George,  Abby  F.  2  West  End  R.  R.  5’s  $2,080 . .  25  48 


Gilpin,  Edward.  1  horse  $50,  2  cows  40,  buggy  and 
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harness  $20,  sleigh  and  wagon  20,  house  250,  barn 
and  shed  75,  hen-house  75,  washhouse  and  shed  75, 
homestead  20  a.  450,  Thayer  land  1  1-2  a.  30, 

Daniels  land  1  a.  35 . .  $15  72 

Goss,  Charles  B.  2  horses  $100,  4  cows  100,  buggy  25, 
carriage  10,  sleigh  and  harness  15,  house  600,  barn 

150,  shop  100,  homestead  23  1-2  a.  750 .  24  66 

Gould,  Willis.  1  cow  $25,  house  850,  barn  75,  wood- 

house  25,  homestead  59  a.  1,130 .  25  79 

Gould,  George  W.  .  2  00 

Gould,  Charles.  1  horse  $75,  Democrat  wagon  60,  har¬ 
ness  10,  house  650,  barn  150,  hen-houses  50, 
granary  25,  house  lot  1-4  a.  50,  Albee  land  1  1-2  a. 

200 .  .  17  56 

Goldthwaite,  Henry  M.  House  $400,  barn  100,  house 

lot  1  a.  50 .  8  74 

Green,  Embert  R.  1  horse  $50,  buggy  and  harness  50. .  3  23 


Greenwood,  William  P.  Money  on  deposit  $200,  share 
in  vessel  300,  1  horse  100,  Democrat  wagon  75, 
sleigh  and  harness  25,  house  1,000,  barn  100,  house 


lot  1-2  a.  50,  Hayward  land  7  1-2  a.  250 .  27  73 

Grady,  Ann  M.  1  horse  $25,  2  cows  30,  2  heifers  20, 

2  wagons  10,  house  400,  barn  and  shed  300,  home¬ 
stead  6  a.  180,  pasture  and  sprout  land  8  a.  160. ..  13  78 

Grady,  Martin  M . .  2  00 

Gunn,  Emeline  M.  2  horses  $100,  6  cows  150,  2  heifers 
25,  1  bull  5,  2  swine  18,  carriage  25,  Democrat 
wagon  and  harness  20,  buggy  20,  house  300,  barn 

100,  homestead  58  1-2  a.  600 .  16  70 

Gunn,  Frank  F .  2  00 

Gunn,  Selim  W .  2  00 

Hall.  Adin  A .  2  00 

Hall,  Aggie.  1  cow  $25,  1-2  house  50,  1-2  house  lot 

1  1-4  a.  50  (exempt) . 

Harris,  Charles  S .  2  00 
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Harrington,  Michael.  2  horses  $60,  wagon  15,  house 

275,  barn  (new)  50,  barn  25,  homestead  10  a.  300.  $10  88 

Harrington,  Edward . . .  2  00 

Hazard,  Jane.  1  horse  $15,  1  cow  30,  Democrat  wagon 
and  harness  20,  house  275,  barn  125,  shop  25,  hen¬ 
house  20,  house  lot  1  1-2  a.  75,  cranberry  meadow 
1  1-2  a  25,  pasture  (J.  C.  Wood)  10  1-8  a.  175....  9  62 

Hastings,  Horatio  N.  House  $200,  house  lot  1-4  a.  25, 

(exempt)  . . 

Hayward,  Sally,  estate  of.  Wood  land  (Daniels)  8  a. 

$140 .  1  72 

Hayward,  Mary  M.,  heirs  of.  Slocum  pasture  11  3-4 

a.  $300 .  3  68 

Hayward,  John  R.  House  $500,  barn  100,  1-2  house 
(Hayward) 200,  house  lot  (Hayward) 3-4  a.  75,  home¬ 
stead  9  1-2  a.  500,  plain  land  8  a.  100,  Mill  river 

meadow  2  3-5  a.  45 .  18  62 

Hatch,  Mary  H.  House  $275,  house  lot  1-16  a.  25, 

(Exempt) . . . 

Head,  Michael.  1  horse  $50 ,  1  cow  20,  Democrat  wagon 
15,  sleigh  10,  house  250,  barn  100,  house  lot  1  a. 

50,  Albee  land  26  a.  350 .  12  35 

Hill,  Erastus.  1  horse  $25,  2  cows  60,  buggy  and  har¬ 
ness  15,  house  400,  barn  175,  crib  and  shed  50, 
homestead  17  a.  425,  Round  meadow  10  a.  100,  S. 

Pratt  sprout  land  1  a.  15.  (Exempt  500) .  9  38 

Hill,  Obediah  W .  2  00 

Hill,  Davis  H.  2  horses  $125,  2  oxen  125,  8  cows  280, 

3  swine  23,  buggy  and  harness  15,  house  500,  barn 
150,  barn  (new)  150,  crib  25,  homestead  117  a. 

2,250 .  46  63 

Holbrook,  Henry  A.  House  $500,  barn  100,  wash  house 

40,  house  lot  3-8  a.  50,  orchard  (Cook)  1  a.  125...  11  98 

Holbrook,  Willard.  2  horses  $30,  2  coy»s  50,  wagon 
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and  harness  $10,  house  300,  barn  100,  homestead  34 

a.  680 .  $16  33 

Holbrook,  David  F.  1  horse  $50,  7  cows  225,  2  swine 
12,  wagon  and  harness  20,  sleigh  5,  house  200,  barn 
300,  hen-house  50,  carriage  house  and  shop  100, 
homestead  72  a.  1,080 . .  27  01 

Holbrook,  Luther  W.  1  horse  $100,  4  cows  100,  3 
heifers  40,  2  swine  15,  Democrat  wagon  50,  pung 
and  harness  12,  house  300,  barn  150,  house  (Hoard) 

50,  homestead  26  a.  780,  house  lot  (Hoard)  2  a.  100  22  79 

Hogarth.  John .  2  00 

Hoard,  Thomas.  1  horse  $15,  1  cow  20,  house  200,  shop 

25,  homestead  50  a.  600 .  10  54 

Hoard,  Brian.  Barn  $50,  homestead  2  1-2  a.  50 .  1  23 

Howe,  Charles  H.  House  $400,  barn  125,  shed  and  crib 

30,  homestead  43  a.  645 .  16  70 

Horton,  .John.  1  cow  $25,  buggy  and  harness  30 .  2  67 

Inman,  Otis  R .  2  00 

Jackson,  Maria.  1  horse  $40,  2  oxen  100,  3  cows  60, 
buggy  10,  house  1,000,  barn  100,  homestead  100  a. 

1,700  . •••• .  36  87 

Jackson,  John .  2  00 

Jennison,  George  W.  Money  unsecured  $500,  2  horses 
150,  5  cows  165,  2  swine  15,  2  carriages  190,  Demo¬ 
crat  wagon  75,  sleigh  and  harness  20,  house  300, 
barn  800,  carriage  house  20,  hen-house  50,  home¬ 
stead  27  a.  1,250 .  45  31 

Jennison,  George  W.  Ex.  will  John  Jennison.  Money 

unsecured  $800 .  9  80 

Jencks,  Edgar  H.  1  horse  $125,  1  cow  40,  3  carriages 
175,  sleigh  25,  harness  15,  house  800,  barn  300, 
wood-shed  100,  carriage  house  200,  hen-house  40, 
homestead  6  a.  150,  wood  land  6  a.  90,  S.  W.  Wil¬ 
cox  land  2  a.  25 .  27  55 
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Kelley,  Thomas.  1  horse  $40,  1  colt  60,  gig  and  har¬ 
ness  20 .  . . 

Kelley,  Dennis.  1  cow  $45,  2 swine  15,  Democrat  wagon 
60,  sleigh  and  harness  10,  house  350,  barn  200, 
homestead  5  1-2  a.  230,  Stone  land  2  1-2  a.  14)0,  A. 

Taft  land  7  a.  150,  H.  Wood  meadow  1-2  a.  5 . 

Kinsley,  Edward  C.  1  horse  $25,  buggy  and  harness 
30,  sleigh  15,  house  1,400,  barn  100,  hen-house  40, 
house  lot  3-8  a.  100,  Stewart  meadow  3  1-2  a.  300.. 
Kinsley,  Percey  T.  1  horse  $75,  buggy  45,  2  harnesses 

15 . 

Knights,  William  E . . . 

Kingman,  Paulina.  House  $600,  barn  and  wood  house 

75,  hen-house  50,  house  lot  3-8  a.  50 . 

Lawrence,  Abbott  N . 

Lapham,  Thomas  J.  2  horses  $300 . 

Lapham,  William  H.  1  horse  $100,  2  oxen  125.  3  cows 
90,  2  heifers  40,  buggy  20,  house  300,  barn  850, 
crib  and  carriage  house  50,  homestead  125  a.  2,250 
Lesure,  Susan  A.  House  $450,  wood  house  25,  house 

lot  1  a.  100.  (Exempt  500) . 

Lord,  Charles  H . 

Lord,  Isaac  M . 

Lord,  E.  S.  1  horse  $30,  1  cow  25,  buggy  15,  harness 
and  sleigh  10,  house  600,  barn  100.,  hen-house  20, 

homestead  12  a.  300 . 

Lowell,  Charles . 

Lowell,  Frank  H . . . . 

Lowell,  George  F.  1  horse  $35,  1  buggy  25,  sleigh  and 
harness  5,  house  550,  wood  house  40,  shop  35,  house 

lot  1-4  a.  100 . 

Maxfield,  Charles  W . 

McKenna,  Patrick  H . . . 

McKenna,  Daniel  C . 

McKenna,  James.  1  horse  $50,  2  cows  60,  buggy  50, 
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$  3  47 


16  27 


26  63 

3  65 
2  00 

9  49 
2  00 
5  68 


48  85 

91 

2  00 
2  00 


13  48 
2  00 
2  00 


11  68 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
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Democrat  wagon  $40,  sleigh  and  harness  20 .  $  2  70 

McKenna,  Ellen.  House  $450,  barn  200,  wood  house 

10,  homestead  12  a.  400,  swamp  3  a.  50 .  13  60 

Metcalf,  John  G.,  heirs  of.  House  $450,  barn  200, 
office  and  wood-house  100,  house  lot  3  7-8  a.  445, 

wood  land  5  a.  150 .  16  48 

Metcalf,  Sarah  A.  House  $650,  shop  and  wood- house 

50,  house  lot  1-2  a.  100 .  9  80 

Miskill,  Mchael.  Money  unsecured  $200,  1  horse  50,  2 
cows  50,  wagon  10,  1-2  house  75,  barn  75,  home¬ 
stead  12  a  360 .  12  05 

Moores,  Henry . . .  2  00 

Moores,  Oliver  S .  2  00 

Moores,  John .  2  00 

Moore,  Rodney.  House  $450,  shop  25,  homestead  15 

1-2  a.  210 .  10  39 

Morris,  Peter.  1  horse  $100,  2  cows  85,  buggy  and  har¬ 
ness  25,  wagon  and  sleigh  25 .  4  88 

Morris,  Alice.  House  $550,  barn  and  shed  125,  2  hen¬ 
houses  40,  house  lot  1  a.  100,  Wheelock  land  3  1-2 
a.  100,  Freeman  land  3  a.  60,  cranberry  meadow  2 

a.  70 .  12  80 

Mosher,  Warren.  3  horses  $110,  2  buggies  20,  wagon, 

harness  and  sleigh  10 .  3  72 

Munsell,  Thomas  L .  2  00 

Munsell,  Eliza  A.  1  horse  $30,  3  cows  55,  Democrat 
wagon  35,  sleigh  10,  house  400,  barn  100,  wood- 
house  20,  shop  50,  hen-house  50,  homestead  30  a. 

800 .  18  99 

Munyan,  Emery.  1  horse  $40,  1  cow  35,  Democrat 
wagon  and  harness  25,  wagon  10,  house  400,  barn 
200,  hen-house  25,  homestead  8  3-4  a.  550,  Bates 

land  3  1-2  a.  150 .  19  58 

Munyan,  Albert  E.  1  horse  $20,  buggy  15,  sleigh  and 
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harness  $10,  house  400,  barn  50,  homestead  12  a. 

350 .  $12  35 

Nelson,  William  W.  1  horse  $100,  6  cows  200,  1  heifer 
15,  1  buggy  40,  1  Democrat  wagon  35,  wagon  and 
harness  20,  sleigh  10,  house  750,  barn  350,  shed 
100,  hen-house  20,  ice-house  25,  homestead  24  a. 

1,000,  wood  land  7  1-4  a.  120 .  36  13 

Newhall,  James  M.  House  $1,100,  2  barns  200,  shop 
50,  house  lot  1  5-8  a.  150,  Orchard  1  a.  50,  Bullard 

land  1  a.  30 .  19  36 

Newhall,  Oscar.  1  horse  $30,  wagon  and  harness  20.. .  2  61 

Newman,  Ulysess  G-.  1  horse  $40,  buggy  30,  sleigh  and 

harness  20 . 3  10 

Niles,  Bertram  D.  1  horse  $125,  2  swine  10,  wagon  60, 
house  450,  barn  600,  hen-house  75,  homestead  10  a. 

400 .  23  07 

Nutter,  James  J.  1  horse  $50,  5  cows  150,  buggy  and 
harness  30,  Democrat  wagon  50,  sleigh  10,  house 

1,400,  barn  550,  homestead  45  a.  1,930 .  53  08 

Nutter,  Newton  J .  2  00 

Nutter  &  Davis  Sprout-land  (Lazelle)  22  a.  $176, 
woodland  (C.  Thayer)  18  a.  100,  pasture  and 
sprout  land  10  a.  80,  Chilson  land  10  a.  50,  Barber 
lot  5  a.  20,  C.  F.  Hixon  land  10  a.  75,  sprout  land 
(A.  Hixon)  5  a.  45,  sprout  land  (Googins)  13  a.  65  7  48 

O’Sullivan,  Patrick  J.  1  horse  $25,  buggy  40,  sleigh 
and  harness  10,  house  200,  barn  150,  hen-houses 

100,  homestead  40  a.  650 .  16  40 

O’Sullivan,  John  J .  2  00 

Parkhurst,  Adelaide,  estate  of.  House  $650, wood-house 

50,  house  lot  J  a.  50 .  9  19 

Parkinson,  George.  1  horse  $50,  1  buggy  50,  democrat 

wagon  25,  2  sleighs  20,  2  harnesses  10 .  3  90 

Pierce,  Thomas .  2  00 

Pierson,  Irving.  1  horse  $30,  gig  and  harness  10 .  2  49 
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Plummer,  Frank  H.  2  horses  $125,  1  cow  20,  democrat 
wagon  40,  buggy  and  harness  50,  house  800,  barn 
200,  carriage  and  wood-house  100,  hen-house  50, 
homestead  66  a.  1450,  £  Wigwam  land  5  a.  50....  $37  34 

Pond,  Alexander  V.  G .  2  00 

Pond,  Julia  E.  1  horse  $50,  3  cows  85,  1  heifer  15, 
democrat  wagon  40,  carriage  10,  buggy  and  harness 
20,  sleigh  and  harness  10,  house  800,  barn  and  shed 
300,  small  house  300,  crib  20,  shop  10,  2  shops 
(Young  place)  75,  homestead  50  a.  1500,  wood  and 
sprout  land  30  a.  800,  pasture  and  wood-land  27  a. 


650,  land  (Young  place)f  a.  125 .  58  93 

Pratt,  Thomas  B.  4  horses  $300,  1  cow  10,  2  carriages 

110,  harness  5 .  7  21 

Pratt,  Elizabeth.  House  $1000,  barn  250,  wood-house 

50,  homestead  45  a.  1200 .  30  63 

Publicover,  Angelina.  1  cow  $40,  house  150,  barn  75, 
homestead  7  a.  100.  Exempt. 


Quigley,  James.  1  horse  $50,  6  cows  145,  wagon  and 


sleigh  15,  buggy  and  harness  10,  house  800,  barn 
250,  1-2  house  (Village)  175,  homestead  40  a.  800, 

^  house  lot  (Village)  1-8  a.  25,  school  house  lot  8  a. 

250 .  34  88 

Quigley,  Ellen.  House  $300,  barn  250,  1-2  house  (Vil¬ 
lage)  175,  1-2  house  lot  do.  1-8  a.  25,  house  lot  1-2 

a.  50.  (Exempt  500) .  3  68 

Randall,  Horace  E.  1  horse  $40,  wagon  and  harness  20  2  74 


Rhodes,  Irving  O.  Ice  $75,  2  horses  250,  1  swine  15, 
democrat  wagon  20,  sleigh  and  harness  15,  2  pungs 
20,  store  and  post  office  1350,  ice-house  200,  store 

lot  1-16  a.  50,  ice-house  lot  1  a.  25 .  26  75 

Robinson,  Rebecca  A.  2  horses  $150,  2  oxen,  75,  12 
cows  300,  3  heifers  25,  2  swine  20,  democrat  wagon 
50,  house  800,  barn  and  shed  800,  small  house  100, 
crib  50,  saw-mill  200,  homestead  130  a.  2720,  Al- 
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dricli  land  5  a.  $60 .  ...  $65  54 

Robinson,  William  C .  2  00 

Ross,  Warren,  heirs  of.  Pasture  (Duke  Rock)  1-2  a.  15  18 

Scisco,  Stephen  H .  2  00 

Scisco,  George .  2  00 

Scribner,  Abram  P.  3  horses  $150,  1  buggy  15,  coach 
50,  sleigh  10,  house  700,  barn  and  shed  350,  house 

lot  2-5  a.  120 .  19  09 

Scott,  Newman,  house  $350,  barn  125,  wood-house  25, 

house  lot  1^  a.  200,  lower  lot  2a.  200 .  13  03 

Scriven,  Joseph.  1  horse  65,  9  cows  350,  buggy  30, 
wagon  and  harness  10,  sleigh  10,  house  450,  barn 
and  shed  200,  hen-house  40,  homestead  60  a.  900. .  27  18 

Scriven,  Gtorge.  1  horse  $85, democrat  wagon  50,  hen¬ 
house  15 .  3  83 

Seaburv,  C.  R.  Mrs.  Democrat  wagon  $50,  house  1500 
barn  600,  crib  25,  ice-house  25,  homestead  130  a. 

1950 .  50  84 

Smith,  Phoebe.  2  houses  $200,  wood  house  15,  house  lot 
2  a.  100.  Exempt. 

Smith,  Edward  L.  1  horse  $40,  democrat  wagon  40, 
buggy  15,  sleigh  and  harness  15,  house  800,  barn 

175,  hen-house  10,  house  lot  1-2  a.  150 . .  17  25 

Smith,  Chloe  M.,  estate  of.  House  $1500,  barn  100, 

hen-house  100,  house  lot  4  a.  500 .  26  95 

Snow,  Erwin  A.  1  horse  $125,  democrat  wagon  50, 
buggy  15,  sleigh  25,  harness  15,  house  700,  barn 

350,  house  lot  3-4  a.  150,  barn  lot  J  a.  50 . „* . . .  20  13 

Southwick,  Willis.  3  cows  $90,  house  900,  barn  100, 
wagon  house  20  ;  homestead  38  a.  760,  sprout  land 

6  a.  100,  house  lot  1  a.  30 .  26  50 

Southwick,  Everett  E.  1  horse  $125,  buggy  and 

harness  35 . . .  3  96 

Southwick,  Rufus.  1  horse  $50,  house  175,  barn  85, 

shop  40,  house  lot  1  a.  50 .  6  90 
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Southwick,  Alonzo  L.  Money  unsecured  $300 .  $  5  68 

Southwick,  Andre.  2  horses  $100,  8  cows  250,  4  heifers 
100,  1  colt  100,  democrat  wagon  60,  carriage  75, 
harness  10,  house  800,  barn  300,  shed  50,  crib  25, 
carriage  house  25,  hen-house  250,  homestead  91  a. 

1650.  Holland  land  69  a.  1140,  sprout  land  (Sayles) 

10  a.  200 .  65  02 

Southwick,  Albert  E.  1  horse  $100,  buggy  20 .  3  47 

Southwick,  Edward  L.  2  horses  $200,  7  cows  230, dem¬ 
ocrat  wagon  and  harness  20,  wagon  40,  house  450, 
house  (old)  100,  barn  300,  hen-houses  100,  home¬ 
stead  75  a.  1800,  B.  F.  Aldrich  land  3  a.  100 .  44  91 

Stevens,  Frank  E.  4  horses  $550,  1  stallion  300,  1 
swine  15,  3  carriages  175,  2  sleighs  50, harnesses  40, 
house  1200,  barn  and  shed  500,  bake  house  250, car¬ 


riage  house  50,  ice  house  20,  house  lot  2|  a.  480.. .  46  45 

Stenson,  George  H . 2  00 

Stenson,  Joseph  H .  2  00 

Staples,  Gustavus  A.  House  $600,  house  lot  2  a.  125..  10  88 

Steere,  Roscoe.  1  horse  $50,  buggy  and  harness  50....  3  23 


Swan,  Hannah  S.  3  horses  $150,  2  cows  70,  buggy  40, 
wagon  and  harness  20.  sleigh  25,  2-3  house  267,  1 
barn  400,  2  barns  125,  steam  mill  500,  box  shop 
500,  carpenter's  shop  50,  homestead  39f  a.  800, 
homestead  (Swan)  8  a.  200,  Hawes  land  6  a.  250..  41  62 

Taft,  Austin  A.  Money  unsecured  $2500,  1  horse  75,  2 
oxen  125,  5  cows  150,  buggy  75,  2  wagons  50, sleigh 
and  harness  20,  house  650,  barn  200,  carriage  house 
and  shed  100,  crib  30,  barn  (Alvin  place)  100,  hen¬ 
house  25,  homestead  56  a  2000,  Alvin  land  62  a. 

1580,  sprout  land  (Mellen)  19  a.  150,  sprout  land 

(Barrows)  5  a.  50 .  98  53 

Taft,  George  M.  2  horses  $150,  2  cows  40.  buggy  15, 
democrat  wagon  30,  gig  and  harness  15,  sleigh  15, 
house  1900,  barn  300,  barn  (Reed)  50,  wood  house 
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$75,  2-10  parsonage  150,  house  lot  4  1-8  a.  600, 
Reed  land  6  1-2  a.  600,  Metcalf  land  1  a.  75,  wood 
land  (Darling)  8  a.  40,  sprout  land  do.  30  a.  210, 
sprout  land  (Ford)  10  a.  50,  mill  privilege  (Wilcox) 

5  a.  100 . 

Taft,  Frank.  1  horse  $35,  1  cow  30,  democrat  wagon 
40,  sleigh  and  harness  10,  house  1500,  barn  150, 
hen-house  75,  house  lot  3  a.  500,  pasture  5  a.  400.. 
Taft,  Francis  F.  Money  unsecured  $100,  1  horse  25, 
wagon  and  sleigh  10,  house  450,  barn  150,  wagon 
house  80,  tool  house  20,  house  lot  1J  a.  175, 

Mathewson  land  5  a.  600 . 

Taft,  Charles. . . .  . 

Taft,  Putnam  W.  1  horse  $100,  1  cow  35,  Democrat 
wagon  15,  sleigh  and  harness  10,  1-2  house  300,  1-2 
barn  60,  1-2  wood  house  37, 1-2  homestead  12  1-2  a. 
250,  pasture  and  wood  land  60  a.  1,350,  wood  and 

sprout  land  30  a  900 . 

Taft,  Edward  H.  5  horses  $400,  27  cows  675,  5  heifers 
60,  2  bulls  40,  2  swine  25,  Democrat  wagon  and 
harness  35,  house  (Moffett)  600,  barn  do.  150,  shop 
and  shed  do.  45,  house  1,400,  barn  500,  hen-house 
75,  silo  150,  shed  75,  ice  house  25,  house  (Red)  150, 
homestead  16  a.  800,  homestead  (Davenport)  33  1-2 
a.  900,  wood  land  8  a.  280,  Fletcher  land  3  1-2  a. 
70,  L.  Taft  land  3  1-4  a.  40,  L.  Taft  land  35  a.  525, 
pasture  and  sprout  land  66  a.  660,  Ford  land  4  3-4 
a.  40,  Goss  swamp  6  a.  60,  house  lot  (Red)  7  a. 
500,  wood  land  (G.  H.  Bennett)  15  a.  360,  wood 

land  5  a.  150 . 

Taft,  Leonard  E.  Money  unsecured  $400,  Democrat 
wagon  and  harness  25,  Stewart  meadow  5  a.  100... 
Taft,  Luther  E.  Cider  and  vinegar  $250,  1  horse  75,  2 
oxen  125,  7  cows  210,  4  swine  30,  wagon  and  har¬ 
ness  30,  house  700,  2  barns  400,  crib  25,  tool  house 


TAX. 

$56  09 

35  57 

21  72 
2  00 

39  45 


109  68 
8  44 


25 


NAMES.  REAL  AND  PERSONAL  ESTATE.  TAX. 

$25,  cider  mill  350,  shop  20,  hen-house  50,  house 
(Holland;  50,  barn  do.  25,  house  (Wilbur)  50, 
homestead  70  a.  1,750,  saw  mill  wood  land  10  a. 

250,  sprout  land  26  a.  300,  meadow  9  a.  180,  A. 

Taft  land  45  a.  1,500,  A.  A.  Taft  land  47  a.  750, 
homestead  (Holland)  15  a.  300,  house  lot  (Wilbur) 

1  a.  100 .  $94  43 

Taft,  Alanson .  2  00 

Taft,  Elizabeth.  1  horse  $20,  4  cows  120,  1  heifer  12, 

Democrat  wagon  60,  sleigh  and  harness  10,  house 
1,100,  barn  and  shed  250,  hen-house  50,  homestead 

55  a.  1,400,  wood  and  sprout  land  19  a.  300 .  40  67 

Taft,  Waterman .  2  00 

Taft,  Thompson.  1  horse  $75,  4  cows  100,  buggy  and 
harness  20,  house  500,  barn  and  shed  275,  crib  and 
piggery  25,  wash  house  20,  shed  and  wood-house  50, 

homestead  103  a.  1,630 . 35  02 

Taft,  Althea  A.  1-4  Albee  land  6  a.  100.  Exempt.. . 

Taft,  Ada  C.  1-4  Albee  land  6  a.  100.  Exempt, . 

Taft,  Helen  M.  1-4  Albee  land  6  a.  100.  Exempt... . 

Thayer,  Jarvis.  1  horse  $20,  1  colt  25,  1  cow  25,  1 
heifer  25,  house  175,  barn  175,  wood-house  and 

shop  75,  homestead  32  a.  725 . .  17  25 

Thayer,  Waldo  M.  2  steers  50 .  2  61 

Thayer,  George  E.  1  horse  100 .  3  23 

Thayer,  Minnie.  2-3  house  333,  2-3  barn  133,  2-3  shop 

34,  2-3  homestead  17  1-2  a.  566 .  13  06 

Tingley,  Frederick  W.  1  horse  $40,  gig  and  harness  15  2  67 

Towne,  John  M .  2  00 

Towne,  Sarah.  1-2  Gardner  land  6  a.  $60,  Green  land 
4  1-16  a.  32,  wood  and  cranberry  land  1  1-2  a.  175, 
sprout  and  wood  land  5  a.  75,  wood  land  (C.  Legg) 

2  a.  30 .  4  56 

Trask,  George  N.  2  horses  $140,  3  cows  60,  gig  10, 

buggy  10 .  4  70 
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Trask,  Susan  M.  House  $50,  barn  100,  homestead  11 

a.  250 .  $  4  90 

Turner,  Mar}7  E.  House  $350,  barn  100,  hen-house  50, 
house  lot  1  a.  100,  Thayer  land  7  a.  210.  Exempt 

500 .  3  80 

Twitchel,  William  E .  2  00 

Warner,  James  T.  1  horse  $125,  wagon  50,  house  (B. 

Staples)  200,  house  lot  do  1  a.  50,  Land  (W. 

Staples)  16  a.  200 .  9  65 

Warner,  Nelson  D . 2  00 

Warner,  Samuel  A .  2  00 

Weatherhead,  Annette  L.  House  $400,  house  lot  1-8  a. 

50.  Exempt . 

Wheeler,  Paul  A.  1  swine  $8,  house  550,  barn  50,  wood 
house  50,  coal  house  10,  house  lot  1  1-16  a  165, 

meadow  (Holbrook)  3  a.  90 .  . .  13  31 

Wheeler,  Frederick  M.  1  horse  $50,  1  cow  30,  carriage 
and  buggy  25,  democrat  wagon  and  harness  15, 
house  450,  barn  100,  piggery  20,  shed  20,  house  lot 

1  1-2  a.  150 .  12  54 

Wheeler,  Lyman  E.  1  horse  $50,  1  cow  25,  1  swine  12, 
democrat  wagon  20,  2  buggies  50,  sleigh  and 
harness  20,  house  450,  barn  and  shed  200,  house  lot 

^  la.  100,  L.  Cook  land  18  a.  300 .  17  03 

Whiting,  George  H.  2  horses  $180,  2  cows  70,  buggy 
and  sleigh  25,  house  1150,  barn  1000,  horse  barn 
400,  small  barn  100,  pump  house  30,  carriage  house 

50,  hen-house  25,  homestead  68  a.  1700 .  61  94 

Whiting,  Clarence  H .  2  00 

Wheelock,  Rachel  S.  Money  unsecured  500,  house  600, 
barn  75,  house  (Richardson) 350,  barn  do.  50,  house 

lot  f  a.  200,  house  lot  (Richardson)  fa.  50 .  22  36 

Wilcox,  Samuel  W.  1  horse  75,  buggy  and  harness  25, 
house  500,  barn  500,  homestead  8  a.  450,  Daniels 
lot  20  a.  450,  wood  and  sprout  land  18  a.  180 .  28  71 
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Wilcox,  Willard  S.  &  house  $100,  sprout  land  10  a.  125  $  4  76 

Wilcox,  Betsy,  estate  of.  Money  unsecured  $1000 -  12  25 

Williams,  Charles  B.  5  horses  $375,  3  cows  65,  car¬ 
riage  50,  buggy  and  harness  30,  sleigh  5,  house  800, 
barn  350,  small  barn  75,  crib  20,  shed  and  wood 
house  100,  homestead  24  a.  1550,  pasture  36  a,  500  50  02 

Wilbur,  Eliza.  1  horse  $25,  1  cow  20,  house  600,  barn 

150,  homestead  11  a.  550 .  16  48 

Wilbur,  Walter  E .  2  00 

Woods,  Joseph.  1  horse  $125,  2  cows  70,  buggy  65, 
sleigh  and  harness  30,  democrat  wagon  15,  house 
1000,  barn  400,  carriage  house  200,  hen-house  50, 
homestead  14  a.  500,  cranberry  meadow  2  a.  50. . . .  32  69 

Wood,  John  C.  1  horse  $10,  wagon,  sleigh  and 

harness  35 .  2  55 

Wood,  Elizabeth  O.  1  cow  $40,  house  400,  barn  and 
shed  450,  wood  house  30,  cranberry  house  100,  crib 

30,  homestead  41  1-2  a.  1040 .  25  60 

Wood,  Lewis  L.  2  horses  $90,  buggy  and  harness  25. .  3  41 

AVood,  Lewis  E.  Money  unsecured,  $1000 .  14  25 

Wood,  Lewis  E.  Ex.  of  will  of  Zalman  C.  Wood.  1 
horse  $50,  3  cows  90,  3  heifers  45,  2  bulls  30,  4 
swine  40,  2  wagons  60,  sleigh  and  harness  15,  house 
1500,  barn  and  shed  600,  carriage  house  250,  wood 
house  50,  2  hen-houses  225,  homestead  68  a.  2040, 
cranberry  meadow  6  a.  1200,  sprout  land  5  a.  150, 

wood  land  8  a.  300,  Gardner  land  2  a  25 .  81  71 

Wood,  Eliza  W.  1  horse  $100,  buggy  and  harness  25, 

J  of  32  a.  sprout  land  8  a.  160,  ^  of  2\  a.  cran¬ 
berry  meadow  9-16  a.  50 . .  4  10 

Wood,  Eliza  W.  Guardian  of  Samuel  Wood.  J  of 
32  a.  sprout  land  8  a.  $160,  £  of  2J  a.  cranberry 
meadow  9-16  a.  50,  J  of  10  a.  Butler  sprout  land 
5  a.  125,  1-2  of  21  a.  sprout  land  10  1-2  a.  55,  1-2  of 
5  a.  wood  and  sprout  land  2  1-2  a.  50 .  5  39 
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Wood,  Eliza  W.  and  Cordelia  Thurston.  Wood  land 

(C.  Walker)  7  a.  100 . 

Wood,  Frank  H.  2  horses  $250,  6  cows  210,  2  heifers 
40,  democrat  wagon  50,  buggy  and  harness  20, 
sleigh  5,  1-2  Butler  lot  5  a.  125,  1-2  of  32  a.  sprout 
land  16  a.  320,  1-2  of  2^  a.  cranberry  meadow  1  1-8 
a.  100,  1-2  of  21  a.  sprout  land  10  1-2  a.  55,  1-2  of 

5  a.  wood  land  2  1-2  a.  50 . 

Wood,  Frank  H.  and  Eliza  W.  Wood.  House  $1000, 
2  barns  425,  shop  75,  crib  30,  house  (new)  225, 
house  (A.  Wood)  350,  wood  house  do.  25,  cran¬ 
berry  house  125,  homestead  65  a.  2,500,  E.  Wood 
land  18  1-2  a.  300,  Pond  hill  sprout  land  13  a.  200, 
Mowry  pasture  13  a.  350,  Southwick  wood  land  19 

a.  300 . 

Wood,  Samuel  W . . . 

Wood,  Frank  C.  1  horse  $50,  buggy  40,  sleigh  and 
harness  15,  house  450,  barn  150,  house  lot  1-4  a  50, 

Fox  lot  1  1-2  a.  250 . 

Worthen,  George.  1  horse  $25,  1  colt  75,  2  cows  50, 
buggy  and  harness  15,  house  450,  barn  150,  wood 
house  50,  homestead  11  a.  350 . . 


TAX. 

$  1  23 

16  99 

72  34 
2  00 

14  32 

16  27 
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Adams,  Perry,  Upton,  Ex.  of  will  of  Austin  Wood. 

Money  $3000,  Staples  pasture  3  a.  50,  1-2  Gardner 
land  6  a.  60,  B.  Staples’  land  14  a.  200,  Taft  land 

2  1-2  a.  75,  sprout  land  (Barney)  4  a.  55 .  $42  14 

Adams,  Herbert  N.,  Ilopedale.  House  (Anthony)$100, 

wood  house  do.  15,  house  lot  do.  1-8  a.  25 .  1  72 

Aldrich,  Silas,  Philadelphia,  Penn.  Sprout  land  14  a. 

$300 .  3  68 

Aldrich,  Joseph  B.,  Woonsocket,  E.  I.  Woodland  8  a. 

$300 . . .  3  68 

Aldrich,  George  A.,  Blackstone.  Cranberry  and  wood 

land  5  1-2  a.  100,  pasture  and  wood  land  29  a.  290.  4  78 

Aldrich,  Henry  M.,  Woburn,  and  Frank  D.  Aldrich, 

Chelsea.  1-2  house  $700,  1-2  house  lot  1-8  a.  50. .  9  19 

Aldrich,  Louisa  M.,  Milford.  House  $600,  house  lot  1-8 

a.  50 .  7  96 

Albee,  Charles  H.,  Uxbridge.  Nay  lot  10  a.  $500,  Taft 
cranberry  meadow  11-4  a.  75,  Enos  Albee  land 

1  1-2  a.  20 .  7  29 

Allen,  Addison,  Bellingham.  Land  3  3-4  a.  $100 .  1  23 

Angell,  Mary  E.,  Lonsdale,  E.  I.  Wood  land  1  a.  $40.  49 

Arnold,  James  G.,  Blackstone.  Wood  and  sprout  land 

(L.  E.  D.)  34  2-3  a.  $587,  Hall  land  10  a.  200....  9  64 

Bassett,  Samuel  S.,  Uxbridge.  Woodland  3  1-2  a.  70..  86 

Blackstone,  Town  of.  Wood  land  29  a.  $700 .  8  58 

Broughy,  Mary  A.,  Hopedale.  House  $350,  house  lot 

5  1-2  a.  400 .  9  19 

Carr,  Owen,  Milford.  House  $800,  barn  500,  homestead 

20  a.  500,  Pickering  land  12  a.  200 .  24  50 
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Capron,  Carlyle  W.,  Woonsocket,  R.  I.  Wood  land  55 

a.  $1375 . $16  84 

Camp,  Judson  E  ,  Medway.  Lovett  land  9  a  $350 -  4  29 

Chase,  Herbert  E.,  Uxbridge.  Wood  land  20  a.  $500..  6  13 

Childs,  Charles  H  ,  heirs  of,  Providence,  R  I.  House 

$900,  barn  250,  house  lot  1-2  a.  125.... .  15  62 

Cook,  Ldward  E.,  Milford.  Hastings  meadow  19  a. 

400 .  4  90 

Cook.  Alonzo  A..  Hopedale.  Meadow  16  a.  $160,  A. 

C.  Cook  land  1-2  a.  40  •  •  •  • .  2  45 

Cook,  Hiram,  heirs  of,  Bellingham.  Sprout  land  1  3-4 

a.  $35 . . .  43 

Cook.  Stephen,  estate  of,  Providence,  R.  I.  C.  Cook 

meadow  4-5  a.  $25 .  31 

Cook,  Hiram  C.,  Southboro.  House  $400,  barn  100, 

homestead  63  a.  910 .  17  27 

Cook,  Louisa  M.,  Milford.  Mill  river  mead  >w  3  a.  $50  61 

Cook,  Patrick,  Hyde  Park.  House  $100,  barn  100,  shop 

and  shed  25,  homestead  21  1-2  a.  280 .  6  19 

Daniels,  Moses  A.,  Blackstone.  Wood  and  sprout  land 

6  a.  $240 .  2  94 

Daniels,  Hiram,  heirs  of,  Blackstone.  Meadow  (Dam 

swamp)  4  a.  $100,  Holbrook  land  6  a.  380 .  5  88 

Daniels,  Marcena,  Union,  Conn.  House  $550,  shop  75, 
house  lot  1  a.  75,  Taft  and  Estev  land  1  1-2  a.  80, 

Fletcher  land  14  a.  840,  Thayer  wood  land  11  a. 

480,  wood  land  (Dam  Swamp)  12  a.  360 .  30  14 

Daniels,  Jerome  S.,  Boston.  Sprout  land  12  a.  $250..  3  06 

Davenport,  Samuel  D.  and  John  L.  Davenport,  Jr., 

Chicago,  Ill.  2  barns  $200,  land  (Davenport)  110 

a.  2300 . .  30  63 

Darling,  Albert  N.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  8  horses  $1190, 

4  cows  200,  1  heifer  20,  6  carriages  715,  2  sleighs 
75,  harnesses  80,  house  3400,  barns  2400,  granary 
350,  wind  mill  500,  ice  house  250,  carriage  house 
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$175,  house  (Gardner)  600,  barn  and  shed  do.  350, 
hen-house  do.  150,  homestead  45  a.  2350,  home¬ 
stead  (Gardner)  24  1-2  a.  750,  training  field  16  a. 

1600,  wood  land  28  a.  800 . . .  $195  45 

Devony,  Mary,  Uxbridge.  Pasture  (H.  M.  Taft)  14  a. 

$200,  wood  and  sprout  land  4  a.  100,  meadow  and 
sprout  land  10  a.  200,  poor  farm  land  9  a.  300, 
school  house  lot  1  1-2  a.  100,  meadow  (B.  F. 

Aldrich)  7  a.  175,  Spaulding  land  6  a.  150 .  15  01 

Draper,  William  F.,  Hopedale.  Boat  house  and  shed 

300,  Taft  land  1  a.  100.-... .  4  90 

Draper,  George  and  A.  S.  Tuttle,  heirs  of,  Hopedale. 

House  (Point  Pleasant)  $800,  barn  do.  150,  boat 

house  do.  100,  land  do.  2  a.  150 .  14  70 

Estey,  Russell,  heirs  of,  Blackstone.  Pasture  and 

meadow  10  a.  $175 .  2  14 

Farnum,  James  M.,  Uxbridge.  Woodland  10  a.  $400, 

cranberry  meadow  2  a.  50 .  5  51 

Ford,  Charles,  Worcester.  Cranberry  meadow  (Darl¬ 
ing)  6  a.  $250 . 3  06 

Former,  Jerry  G.,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  House  (E.  L. 

Staples)  $375,  barn  do.  125,  house  lot  do.  1-2  a.  50, 

land  (B.  Staples)  3  a.  150....  .: .  8  58 

Field,  Perley  P.,  Milford.  Sprout  land  (Bennett  and 

Taft)  20  a  $100 .  1  23 

Gaskill,  Naum,  Hopedale.  Land  (Penniman)  24  a. 

$500  .  6  13 

Gaskill,  Lewis  B.,  Hopedale.  Sprout  land  38  a.  $650, 
plain  land  3  1-2  a.  100,  S.  G.  Wilcox  land  45  a. 

500 . 15  31 

Guild,  Charles,  Milford.  House  (Island)  $300,  barn  25, 
boat  house  50,  land  (Island)  1-2  a.  50,  wood  land 

1  a.  200 .  7  66 

Hall,  B.  O. - Cranberry  meadow  (Ford)  4  1-2  a.  $50  61 
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Hastings,  Anna  A.,  Upton.  House  $600,  house  lot  1-3 

a.  100 .  $  8  58 

Hastings,  William  S.,  Upton.  Wood  land  28  a.  $450..  5  51 

Hayward,  Samuel  P.,  heirs  of,  Hopedale.  Barn  lot 

(Hayward)  3  a.  $250,  meadow  4  a.  80 .  4  04 

Hadley,  Abbv,  Blackstone.  Sprout  land  (Cook)  27  a. 

$400.  sprout  land  (Taylor)  10  a.  60 .  5  64 

Henry,  Albert  F.,  Uxbridge.  Sprout  land  20  a.  $400. .  4  90 

Henry,  Sarah,  Uxbridge.  Wood  and  sprout  land  14  a. 

$425 .  5  21 

Henry,  Polly,  Uxbridge.  Wood  land  (W.  Aldrich)  16 

a.  $400 .  4  90 

Howard,  William  S.,  Boston.  Barn  $400,  house  lot  3  a. 

200 .  7  35 

Horton,  Henry  C.,  Uxbridge.  Wood  and  sprout  land 

10  a.  $200 .  2  45 

Horton,  William  E.,  Prov.,  R.  I.  House  $900,  barn  100, 
hen-house  50,  Davis  land  21  a.  750,  1-2  L.  Cook 

land  3  1-2  a.  35 .  22  50 

Holmes,  Albert  C.,  Holliston.  Davenport  land  3  1-2  a. 

$120 .  1  47 

Inman,  Nathaniel  A.,  Uxbridge.  House  $300,  wagon 

house  15,  shop  20,  crib  15,  homestead  106  a.  1,275  19  91 

Inman,  Edna  M.,  heirs  of,  Framingham.  Cranberry 

meadow  (West  hill)  6  1-4  a.  $200 .  2  45 

Knowlton,  William,  heirs  of,  Upton.  Wood  land 

(Fames)  15  5-8  a.  $425 .  5  21 

Legg,  Stephen  T.,  Blackstone.  Sprout  land  3  a.  $60..  74 

Nadeau,  Victor,  Bellingham.  Shop  $50,  land  (Bullard) 

12  3-4  a.  308,  land  (J.  B.  Scott)  4  a.  112 .  5  76 

Nelson,  Otis  T.,  Milford.  Sprout  and  cranberry  land 

30  a.  $800  . .  9  80 

Powers,  John,  Upton.  Wood  land  1  a.  $35 .  43 

Pond,  Elma  M.,  West  Springfield.  3-4  of  of  4  1-2  a. 
meadow  3-8  a.  $50,  3-4  of  5-8  a.  meadow  15-32  10, 
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meadow  4-5  a.  $12 .  $  88 

Putnam,  Abby  H.,  Danvers.  Pasture  (Otis  Thayer)  37 

a.  $575 .  7  04 

Ray,  James  P.,  estate  of,  Franklin.  Meadow  and 
sprout  land  30  a.  $400,  meadow  and  sprout  land  6  a. 

150,  Amos  Thayer  land  50  a.  500 .  12  86 

Ray,  Edgar  P.,  Franklin.  Wood  and  sprout  land 
(Quissett)  117  a.  $3,000,  Flagg  land  18  a.  200, 

Comstock  land  5  a.  100,  Rawson  land  8  a.  160 .  42  39 

Richardson,  Jeduthem,  Cambridge.  House  $500,  barn 
150,  house  lot  (Thayer)  1-2  a.  35,  pasture  2  1-2  a. 

50,  Fletcher  land  1  a.  50 .  9  62 

Scott,  Adrian,  Blackstone.  1  horse  $50,  Democrat 

wagon  and  harness  55 .  1  29 

Scott,  Ann  M  ,  Blackstone.  2  horses  $200,  11  cows 
385,  2  swine  10,  1-2  barn  400,  small  barn  and  shop 
200,  crib  50,  hen-house  50,  homestead  108  a.  2,550  47  10 

Spaulding,  Velva  V.,  Milford.  House  (Grove)  $300, 

house  lot  (Grove)  1-2  a.  100 .  4  90 

Staples,  Carlton,  Lexington.  House  $575,  barn  400, 
cranberry  house  100,  crib  25,  hen-house  25,  home¬ 
stead  61  1-2  a.  1,220,  cranberry  meadow  4  a.  250, 
wood  and  sprout  land  12  a.  180,  sprout  land  (In¬ 
man)  3  a.  50,  cranberry  meadow  2  1-8  a.  350,  cran¬ 
berry  meadow  4  1-2  a.  300 .  42  57 

Staples,  Charles  J.,  St.  Cloud,  Minn.  House  (Mary 
and  Olive)  $100,  homestead  do.  16  a.  200,  Fletcher 

land  3  a.  45 .  4  23 

Stewart,  Henry  O.,  Framingham.  Wood  land  32  a. 

$650 .  7  96 

Stearns,  George  Jr.,  Cambridge.  House  $700,  barn  125, 

house  lot  l  a.  200 .  12  56 

Taft,  Jesse  A.,  Milford.  House  (Staples)  $400,  barn 
do.  300,  hen-house  do.  25,  carriage  house  do.  75, 
hall  and  alley  300,  ice  house  50,  barn  100,  dining 
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hall  $150,  steamer  house  25,  homestead  (Staples) 

106  a.  1.700,  pasture  and  sprout  land  (Streeter)  10 
a.  250,  wood  land  (M.  Taft)  2  a.  150,  Dam  swamp 
land  (Staples)  3  a.  30,  land  (J.  C.  Wood)  27  a. 

1,100 .  $57  02 

Taft,  Andrew,  Prov.  R.  I.  Wood  and  sprout  land  10  a. 

$200 .  2  45 

Taft,  Enos  W.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  1-2  house  $300,  1-2 
barn  60,  1-2  wood  house  38,  1-2  homestead  12  1-2  a. 

250 .  7  94 

Taft,  Lewis  W.,  Blackstone.  Saw  mill  and  privilege 
$200,  wood  and  sprout  land  87  a.  1,400,  wood  and 

sprout  land  2  a.  100  .  20  83 

Taft,  Lucius  D.,  Blackstone.  Sprout  land  4  a,  60 .  74 

Taft,  Samuel  H.,  Uxbridge.  Sprout  land  5  a.  $50,  A. 

Taft  land  5  1-2  a.  50 .  .  1  23 

Taft,  W.  J.  and  others,  Uxbridge.  Guardians  of  child¬ 
ren  of  Annie  A.  and  Moses  Aldrich.  Pasture  10  a. 

$140  .  172 

Talcott,  Susanna  T.,  Prov.  R.  I.  House  (Corner)  $300, 
house  (Small)  300,  2  wood-houses  50,  house  lot 

(Corner)  1-2  a.  200.... .  10  41 

Thayer,  Francis  N.,  Blackstone.  Woodland  33  a.  $475  5  82 

Thayer,  Elijah,  estate  of,  Blackstone.  Sprout  land  10 

a.  300 . *. .  3  68 

Thayer,  Welcome  A.,  Blackstone.  Sprout  land  (Hay¬ 
ward)  18  a.  $216 . .  2  65 

Thayer,  Mary  E.,  Blackstone.  1-4  Albee  land  6  a.  100  1  23 

Thayer,  Ruel,  Bellingham.  Bicknell  land  10  a.  $80, 

wood  and  sprout  land  35  a.  600 .  8  33 

Thayer,  L.  Francis,  Bellingham.  Sprout  land  4  a.  $75, 

sprout  land  16  1-2  a.  165 .  2  94 

Thurber,  Daniel,  Worcester.  House  $275,  barn  and 

shed  75,  shop  20,  house  lot  1  a.  75 .  5  45 

Tourtelotte,  Albert,  Bellingham.  Meadow  1  a.  $10....  12 
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Tallock,  Robert,  Hudson.  Cranberry  meadow  (G.  Bent) 

1  1-4  a.  $62,  sprout  land  2  1-2  a.  60 .  $  1  49 

Vant - ,  Milford.  Sprout  land  (J.  Madden)  5  a. 

75. .  92 

Walker,  Samuel,  heirs  of,  Hopedale.  Wood  and  sprout 

land  35  a.  500 .  6  13 

Warner,  Frank  A.,  Marlboro.  House  $550,  barn  150, 

wood-house  25,  house  lot  3  a.  100,  pasture  4  a.  80.  11  09 

Wallace,  Sarah,  Milford.  1-2  house  $150,  1-2  house  lot 

1-4  a.  50 .  2  45 

Wallahan,  Mary  A.,  Milford.  1-2  house  $150,  1-2 

house  lot  1-4  a.  50 .  2  45 


Whiting,  George  R.,  Franklin.  Machinery  $1,100,  en¬ 
gine  and  boiler  400,  mill  800,  picker  house  300, 
stock  house  25,  engine  house  400,  2  unfinished  build¬ 


ings  700,  land  and  privilege  3  a.  1,300 .  61  56 

Whiting,  Abbott  D.,  Hopedale.  1  horse  $75,  4  cows 
120,  buggy  and  harness  20,  wagon  15,  sleigh  25, 
barn  225,  slaughter  house  225,  shed  100,  land  12  a. 

500 .  15  98 

Whiting,  William  P.,  Milford.  Cranberry  meadow  5 

1-16  a.  $130,  cranberry  meadow  4-10  a.  20 .  1  84 

White,  Mary  J.,  Waltham.  House  (Ellis)  $350,  barn 

do  100,  house  lot  1  1-2  a.  125 .  7  04 

Wheaton,  William  W.,  Prov.,  R.  I.  House  (J.  C. 

Wood)  $200,  house  lot  do.  1  a.  50,  pasture  and 

mowing  3  a.  100 .  4  29 

Wheelock,  Austin,  Blackstone.  House  $800,  barn  200, 


crib  75,  2  sheds  100,  house  (Small)  250,  barn  and 
shed  do.  25,  homestead  104  1-2  a.  1,672,  land  (Quis- 
sett  Road)  2  a.  50,  sprout  land  (L.  R  D.)  32  a. 

320,  wood  and  pasture  land  (D.  Wheelock)  27  a. 

400,  wood  and  sprout  land  (Nebo)  14  a.  250,  house 
lot  (Small  house)  8  a.  200,  wood  and  sprout  land 
(E.  Hill)  24  a.  300 .  56  86 
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Williams,  Gustavus  B.,  Milford,  ex.  of  will  of  Bernette 

Williams.  Wood  and  sprout  land  17  a.  544 .  $  6  66 

Wilson  &  Carpenter,  Smithfield,  R.  I.  House  $200, 

barn  and  shed  250,  homestead  125  a.  1,600 .  25  11 

Willard,  Bazaleel,  Uxbridge.  Cranberry  and  sprout 

land  3  1-2  a.  100 . .  1  23 

Worcester,  Isabella  C.,  W.  Springfield.  Meadow  1  1-8 

a.  20,  meadow  5-32  a.  5,  meadow  2-5  a.  6 .  38 

Wood,  Lillian  E.,  Milford.  Wood  land  (Torrey)  10  a. 

$140 .  1  72 

Wood,  Edwin  F.,  Holliston.  Woodland  (Pond  hill)  3 

a.  45 .  55 

Worthen,  Edward  S.,  Amesbury.  1-2  house  (Hayward) 

$200,  Hayward  land  63  a.  750 .  11  64 
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PROPERTY  EXEMPTED  FROM  TAXATION 

In  the  town  of  Mendon  under  the  provisions  of  the  3d,  7th 
and  9th  divisions  of  Sec.  5,  Chap.  10,  of  the  Public  Statutes. 
First  Parish,  Church  $3,000.  Church  lot  3-4  a.  $375. 

Baptist  Society,  Church  $700.  Church  lot  1-4  a.  $100. 


ASSETS  OF  THE  TOWN  MAY  1, 1895. 

School  houses .  $6,400  00 

Public  Library .  1,825  00 

Other  public  buildings .  2,000  00 

Public  grounds .  500  00 

Fire  apparatus .  250  00 

Total . $10,975  00 


TOWN  GRANTS  FOR  1895. 

For  support  of  schools  and  transportation  of  scholars.  $1,700  00 

44  School  incidentals .  300  00 

44  School  text  books .  200  00 

44  School  apparatus .  50  00 

4*  District  Superintendent  of  schools .  400  00 

44  Support  of  poor . . . .  700  00 

44  Repairs  of  roads  and  bridges .  1,500  00 

44  Taft  Public  Library .  175  00 

44  Town  incidentals .  800  00 

44  Interest .  100  00 

44  Suppression  of  gambling,  liquor  selling  and  vice..  50  00 

To  repay  money  advanced  by  school  committee .  250  00 

For  markers  for  the  graves  of  Revolutionary  soldiers.  50  00 

44  State  tax .  330  00 

44  County  tax .  513  00 

$7,118  00 

Overlayings .  .  14  00 

Total  amount  raised . .  .  $7,132  00 
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TABLE  OF  AGGREGATES. 

Value  of  assessed  personal  estate .  $83,815  00 

w  “  “  real  estate . 

Buildings  excluding  land....  $203,678  00 

Land  excluding  buildings .  253,702  00 

Total .  $457,380  00 

Total  valuation  of  assessed  estate .  $541,195  00 


TAX  FOR  STATE,  COUNTY  AND  TOWN  PUR¬ 
POSES,  INCLUDING  OVERLAYINGS. 

On  personal  estate .  $1,026  86 

“  real  u  . . .  5,603  14 

“  polls . . .  502  00 


Total  amount  raised .  $7,132  00 

Number  of  residents  assessed  on  property .  250 

“  “  non-residents  assessed  on  property .  109 

Total  number  of  persons  assessed  on  property .  359 

Number  of  persons  assessed  a  poll  tax  only .  88 

Total  number  of  persons  assessed .  .  447 

Number  of  polls  assessed .  251 

Tax  on  each  poll .  2 

Rate  of  tax  per  $1000 . .  $12  25 

Number  of  horses  assessed .  259 

Number  of  cows  assessed .  454 

Number  of  neat  cattle  other  than  cows  assessed .  91 

Number  of  swine  assessed .  57 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  assessed .  233  1-2 

Number  of  acres  of  land .  10,839 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE  VARIOUS 


BOARDS  GF  TOWN  OFFICERS 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  RIENOON, 


INCLUDING  REPORT  OF  THE 


School  Committee 


FOR  THE 


MUNICIPAL  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  4,  1895. 


MILFORD,  MASS. : 
Cook  &  Sons,  Printers, 
1895. 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


The  undersigned,  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  4,  1895,  respectfully  submits  the 
following  account  of  his  doings  : — 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  the  following  items,  viz  : — 


To  cash  received  of  the  Treasurer  of  Mendon 
for  the  municipal  year  ending  March  5, 

1894  .  $  74  03 

To  cash  borrowed  on  7  Town  notes .  4,000  00 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  viz  : — 

Corporation  tax .  8107  98 

National  bank  tax .  454  62 

Military  Aid,  Chap.  279,  Acts  1889....  46  00 

State  Aid,  Chap.  301,  Acts  1889 .  461  00 

Burial  of  indigent  soldiers  and  sailors ...  35  00 

-  1,104  60 


5,178  63 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  school 

fund .  345  09 

To  cash  received  of  County  Treasurer,  dog 

fund .  175  15 

To  cash  received  of  the  Collector  of  Taxes 

for  the  year  1892 .  35  05 

To  cash  received  of  the  Collector  of  Taxes 

for  the  year  1893 .  626  00 

To  cash  received  of  the  Collector  of  Taxes 

,  for  the  year  1894 .  6,315  24 

To  cash  received  of  Edward  L.  Smith,  rent 

of  Town  Hall  to  April  1,  1894 .  100  50 

To  cash  received  of  R.  H.  Chamberlain,  Mas¬ 
ter  of  House  of  Correction .  75  00 

To  cash  received  of  C.  A.  Dewey,  Esq.,  judge 

of  Southern  District  Court .  22  85 

To  cash  received  for  Annals  of  Mendon .  10  44 

To  cash  received  of  School  Committee .  10  12 

To  cash  received  of  J.  A.  George .  3  60 

To  cash  received  of  Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  cash 

returned .  35 

To  cash  received  of  I.  O.  Rhodes  for  use  of 

telephone .  30  75 
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To  cash  received  of  I.  O.  Rhodes  for  use  of 

hay  scales .  Si 3  65 

To  cash  received  of  A.  W.  Gaskill  from  sale 

of  hearse .  5  00 

To  cash  received  of  Edward  L.  Smith  for 

hearse  house . 5  00 

To  cash  received  of  S.  W.  Cook  for  auction¬ 
eer’s  license .  2  00 

To  cash  received  of  John  Bryne  for  butcher’s 

license . . . . .  1  00 

To  cash  received  of  I.  O.  Rhodes  for  butcher’s 

license . 1  00 


S12,956  42 

i 

The  Treasurer  credits  himself  with  the  following  items,  viz  : — 

By  paying  119  Town  orders .  $4,897  83 

“  7  Town  notes . 4,000  00 

44  interest .  127  74 

44  School  Committee  .  3,080  36 

44  *  state  tax .  520  00 

44  cash  on  hand  .  330  49 


$12,956  42 


Mendon,  February  16,  1895. 


NATHAN  R.  GEORGE, 

Treasurer. 


AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 
Dr. 

1894. 

July  28  To  cash  received  from  the  estate  of  the  late 


Austin  Wood  .  $475  00 

Cr. 

1895. 

Feb.  15  By  paying  order  No.  1 .  3  00 

By  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings  Bank..  472  00 


$475  00 

NATHAN  R.  GEORGE, 

Treasurer. 


Mendon,  February  15,  1895. 
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SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


expenditures  of  the  town  for  the  municipal  vear  ending  March 
4th,  1895. 

INCIDENTALS. 

L.  D.  Chipman,  storage  of  extinguisher,  12  months...  $  12  00 
L.  D.  Chipman, care  of  extinguisher  room, four  months  4  00 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal  for  extinguisher  room .  10  88 

E.  L.  Smith,  services  in  criminal  cases .  30  96 

II.  C.  Snell,  services  in  criminal  cases .  N19  14 

A.  A.  Jenkins,  services  in  criminal  cases .  25  17 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  services  in  criminal  cases .  35  83 

Books  destroyed  at  Maxfields .  2  55 

J.  P.  Lovell  &  Son,  handcuffs .  3  56 

W.  J.  Clarke,  examining  alleged  lunatic .  2  60 

C.  D.  Albro,  examining  alleged  lunatic .  2  60 

J.  L.  Davenport,  services  night  of  July  3rd .  2  00 

George  B.  Cromb,  services  night  of  July  3rd .  2  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  services  night  of  July  3rd .  2  00 

L.  P.  Cummings,  mowing  old  cemetery .  6  00 

Premiums  on  insurance  policies  renewed .  54  91 

Wm,  M.  Olin,  state  ink....  . .  2  00 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  repairing  watering  trough,  etc... .  13  49 

Elias  T.  Bates,  fighting  forest  fires,  1894 .  1  80 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  stove,  etc  ,  for  lockup .  719 

J.  M.  Wood,  returning  deaths  in  1894 .  4  75 

I.  O.  Rhodes,  hay  scale  book .  1  00 

J.  A.  George,  cash  paid  out .  1  51 

F.  J.  Partridge,  returning  births .  25 

Horace  C.  Adams,  recording  and  expense .  19  57 

I.  O.  Rhodes,  operator,  use  of  telephone,  one  vear  to 

March  1,  1895 . . .  60  00 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  repairs  on  lockup .  .  2  00 


329  76 

MENDON  POND  CASE. 

A.  S.  Pinkerton,  counsel .  300  00 

Willard  Kent,  engineer .  200  00 


500  00 
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STATE  HIGHWAY. 

Wm.  T.  Harlow,  Layout  of  Uxbridge  road .  $  3  00 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  survey  and  plans .  50  00 


53  00 

AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 

Casb  paid  out .  3  00 

CARE  AND  SUPPLIES  OF  TOWN  HALL. 

E.  L.  Smith,  care  of  hall  to  April  1,  1894 .  55  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  sundries  for  hall  to  April  1,  1894 .  15  72 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  nails,  pipes,  etc .  8  85 

I.  O.  Rhodes,  nails  in  1893 .  39 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal  and  wood .  52  03 

F.  F.  Brown,  repairing  settees .  3  75 


135  74 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  lockup  keeper  .  5  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  auditor  for  1893 .  3  00 

Gedrge  M.  Taft,  collector  for  1892 .  65  00 

George  M.  Taft,  collector  for  1893 . 65  00 

Erwin  A.  Snow,  assessor  for  1894 .  33  75 

Willard  S.  Wilcox,  assessor  for  1894 .  33  75 

Albert  W.  Gaskill,  assessor  for  1894 .  30  00 

Milo  A.  Gaskill,  ballot  clerk,  Nov.  6,  1894 .  2  50 

P>ank  C.  Wood,  ballot  clerk,  Nov.  6,  1894 .  2  50 

Edward  L.  Smith,  constable,  to  March  4,  1895. .....  15  00 

Albert  W.  Gaskill,  cattle  inspector .  40  00 

Albert  W.  Gaskill,  selectman  and  registrar .  30  00 

Julius  A.  George,  selectman  and  registrar .  50  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  selectman  and  registrar .  30  00 

Nathan  R.  George,  treasurer . 50  00 

Horace  C.  Adams,  registrar  and  election  officer .  15  00 


470  50 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

The  selectmen, as  required  by  Chapter  98  of  the  Acts  of  1889, 
appointed  a  superintendent  of  streets.  Frank  Taft  was  appoint¬ 
ed  as  such  superintendent,  and  his  compensation  was  fixed  at  25 
cents  per  hour  of  actual  service.  Attention  is  called  to  his  report, 
following. 
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Payments  have  been  made  on  account  of  roads  and  bridges, 


as  follows,  viz  : — 

Frank  Taft,  snow  bills .  8251  18 

C.  A.  Wilbur,  snow  bills .  2  40 

253  58 

Frank  Taft,  Supt.,  as  reported  below,  17  orders .  1,500  00 

PRINTING. 

Cook  &  Sons . . .  63  75 

G.  M.  Billings .  5  00 

68  75 

TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Paid  trustees,  two  orders . .  165  00 


SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS,  SCHOOL  BOOKS,  INCIDENTALS 
AND  APPARATUS. 


Paid  school  committee,  two  orders .  3,080  36 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Paid  overseers  of  poor,  11  orders .  905  00 

SOLDIERS’  RELIEF,  CHAPTER  298,  ACTS  OF  1889. 

/ 

Mrs.  Stephen  Scisco...- .  8  50 

MILITARY  AID,  CHAPTER  279,  ACTS  OF  1894. 

John  Oakford .  88  00 

STATE  AID  TO  PENSIONERS,  CHAPTER  301,  ACTS  OF 

1894 

Joanna  Curley .  48  00 

Melinda  W.  Cummings . * .  48  00 

Rufus  Hazard .  48  00 

David  A.  Kingman . . 36  00 

James  McKenna .  48  00 

George  W.  Scisco .  48  00 

Caleb  Y.  A.  Smith .  48  00 

Waterman  Taft .  48  00 

Annette  L.  Weatherhead .  48  00 


420  00 


RECAPITULATION. 


Incidentals .  $344  76 

Mendon  pond  case .  500  00 

State  highway .  53  00 

Town  hall .  135  74 

Services  of  town  officers .  455  50 

Snow  bills .  253  58 

Roads .  1,500  00 

Printing .  68  75 

Library .  165  00 

Schools. .  3,080  36 

Poor .  905  00 

Soldiers’  Relief,  Chap.  298,  Acts  of  1889 .  8  50 

Military  aid,  Chap.  279,  Acts  of  1894 .  88  00 

State  aid,  Chap.  301,  Acts  of  1894 .  420  00 


7,978  19 

The  selectmen  report  that  the  available  assets  of  the  town. 


known  to  them,  are  as  follows,  viz : — 

Due  from  collector  of  1894 .  584  98 

“  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  301, 

to  Jan.  1,  1895,  12  months .  420  00 

Due  from  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  301, 

to  March  1,  1895,  two  months .  70  00 

Due  from  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  279 

to  Jan  1,  1895,  12  months .  44  00 

Due  from  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  279, 

to  March  1,  1895,  two  months .  8  00 

Cash  in  hands  of  treasurer . 330  49 

Cash  in  hands  of  overseers  of  the  poor. ...  108  10 

-  1,565  57 

The  liabilities  of  the  town,  so  far  as 
known,  are  as  follows,  viz  : — 

Outstanding  bills,  estimated .  300  00 

Due  town  officers .  70  00 

-  370  00 


Net  balance  in  favor  of  the  town....  $1,195  57 


Respectfully  submitted, 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE, 

ALBERT  W.  GASKILL, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


Mendon,  Feb.  16,  1895. 
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APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1894. 

Support  of  schools .  $1,700  00 

School  incidentals .  300  00 

School  text  books .  200  00 

School  apparatus .  50  00 

Superintendent,  or  district  superintendent  of  schools..  300  00 

Support  of  poor .  900  00 

Repairs  of  roads  and  bridges .  1,500  00 

Taft  public  library .  175  00 

Town  incidentals .  1,000  00 

Interest .  100  00 

Suppression  of  gambling,  liquor  selling  and  vice .  50  00 


$6,275  00 
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REPORT  OF 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS. 


The  superintendent  respectfully  submits  the  following  report 
for  the  municipal  year  ending  March  4,  1895  : — 

The  superintendent  debits  himself  to  16 

town  orders . . .  $1,500  00 

He  credits  himself  by  paying  the  following 
bills : — 

C.  B.  Williams,  for  labor  with  team .  482  06 

Thomas  J.  Lapham,  for  labor  with  team. .  50  00 

Frank  Taft,  for  labor  with  team .  39  77 

Michael  Head,  for  labor .  161  55 

Thomas  H.  Pierce,  for  labor .  102  75 

S.  E.  Everton,  “  80  48 

John  P.  Moores,  “  49  50 

George  W.  Cisco,  “  29  10 

Timothy  B  Curley,  “  7  50 

James  Ryan,  '  “  .  4  50 

Chas  W.  Maxfield,  “  . . ..  1  20 

Joseph  Stevens,  “  .  30 

Elden  Barrows,  “  .  75 

John  L.  Davenport, .  19  58 

Frank  Taft,  as  superintendent, .  309  75 

A.  D.  Davenport,  for  gravel, .  4  64 

Chas.  H.  Howe,  “  8  10 

Chas.  Fletcher,  “  29  60 

Edward  Dudley,  “  31  48 

James  R.  Best,  “  7  65 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  “  22  71 

Frank  B.  Gunn,  “  4  35 

George  II .  Dewolf,  “  5  00 

Stephen  Cook,  “  4  00 

Andre  South  wick,  “  2  02 

George  W.Jennison,  “  2  92 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  “  and  posts,...  6  79 

Jesse  A.  Taft,  “  5  95 


IO 

John  Barry,  repairs, .  $10  95 

H.  W.  Brown,  repairs, .  3  00 

G.  A.  Brown,  repairs,  .  10 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies .  9  45 

F.  Tompkins,  Jr.,  “  .  50 

Frank  Taft,  “  .  2  00 

-  1,500  00 

Team  work . . .  372  31 

FRANK  TAFT, 

Superintendent  of  Streets. 


Feb.  15,  1895. 


COLLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Dr. 

Balance  uncollected,  Feb.  16,  1893 .  $  42  34 

Interest  received.  .  3  70 

-  46  04 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  treasurer .  35  05 

Abatements.... . 10  99 

-  46  04 


GEORGE  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes  1892. 


Dr. 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  16,  1894 .  618  07 

Interest  received .  27  25 

-  645  32 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  treasurer .  626  00 

Abatements .  19  32 

-  645  32 


GEORGE  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes  1893. 


Dr. 

To  taxes  committed  for  collection .  7,498  13 

Interest  received . . .  33  85 

-  7,531  98 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  treasurer .  6,315  24 

Paid  county  tax .  596  00 

Abatements .  35  76 


6,947  00 

Balance  uncollected,  Feb.  15,  1895 .  584  98 


7,531  98 

GEORGE  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes  1894. 
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REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for 
the  municipal  year,  ending  March  4,  1895. 

John  W.  Barry,  Dennis  Holland,  Mary  C.  Taft,  Edna  Allen, 
Edna  French,  Chas.  H.  Allen,  children  of  Andrew  H.  Gould 
(having  a  settlement  in  Mendon),  Samuel  E.  Everton  and  family, 
Joseph  H.  Wood  and  wife,  and  John  Kearnon  (belonging  to 
Uxbridge),  Charles  W.  Maxfield  and  family  (belonging  to  Al¬ 
ford),  Willard  Alger  and  family  (to  Douglas),  have  been  wholly 
or  partially  supported. 

The  overseers  charge  themselves  with  the  receipt  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  named  funds  belonging  to  the  town  :  — 

Balance  from  last  year .  $  9  84 

Eleven  town  orders .  905  00 

Town  of  Alford .  64  22 

Town  of  Uxbridge .  219  51 

- $1,198  57 

The  Overseers  credit  themseives  with  paying  the  following 


amounts  : — 

For  support  of  : — 

John  W.  Barry .  $169  46 

Dennis  Holland .  169  46 

Mary  C.  Taft .  91  00 

Edna  Allen .  104  00 

Edna  French .  21  50 

Charles  H.  Allen .  5  25 

Children  of  Andrew  H.  Gould .  120  00 

Samuel  E.  Everton  and  family .  96  90 

Joseph  H.  Wood  and  wife .  102  53 

John  Kearnon .  26  65 

Charles  W.  Maxfield  and  family .  64  22 

Willard  Alger  and  family .  24  00 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  care  of  238  tramps. .  35  70 

H.  J.  Dearing,  three  quilts  for  tramp 

house .  3  00 

Thomas  &  Walcott,  four  blankets  for 

tramp  house .  3  00 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  sundries  for  tramp 

house .  1  58 
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Mrs.  A.  L.  Weatherhead  (boarding 

female  tramp  two  days) .  $  1  50 

Williams  &  Williams,  advice .  2  00 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  services .  6  00 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  services .  .  6  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  services .  35  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  postage .  1  72 

Cash  on  hand  to  balance .  108  10 

- $1,198  57 

From  the  whole  amount  paid  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  poor .  1,090  47 

Deduct  what  was  due  for  the  support  of 

the  paupers  to  March  5,  1894 .  79  75 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  Samuel  E. 

Everton  and  family .  96  90 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  Joseph  H. 

Wood  and  wife .  102  53 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  John  Kearnon  26  65 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  Charles  W. 

Maxfield  and  family .  64  22 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  Willard  Alger 

and  family .  24  00 

-  394  05 


696  42 

Add  what  will  be  due  for  support  of  pau¬ 
pers  to  March  4,  1895 .  101  50 


Cost  of  supporting  the  poor  for  the  year 

ending  March  4,  1895 .  $797  92 

Due  from  Uxbridge,  Feb.  16,  1895 .  36  25 

Douglas  Feb.  16,  1895 .  24  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GILBERT  GASKILL, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


Mendon,  Feb.  18,  1895. 
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REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK. 


DOGS  REGISTERED  IN  1894. 

96  male  dogs . . .  SI 92  00 

5  female  dogs . . .  25  00 

Registration  fees . .  20  20 

Paid  County  Treasurer  .  196  80 


$217  00 


217  00 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1894. 


DATE  OF 
BIRTH. 

1894. 
Jan.  23. 
Feb.  4, 
5, 

April  27, 
May  19, 
June  8, 
Sept. 


Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec*. 


1, 


18, 

30, 

9, 

3, 

3, 

9, 

28, 


NAME  OF  CHILD. 

Maud  Elvira  Moore, 
Esther  Arvilla  Knights, 
Taft, 

William  Jerry  Morrison, 
Lois  Annie  Congdon, 

Still  born, 

Albert  Sumner  Coleman, 
Clayton  Frazer  Bates, 
Raymond  Henry  Goss, 
William  Arthur  Robinson, 
Clarence  Elmer  Barrows, 
Madie  Louise  Wilbur, 
Taft, 

Eva  Daley, 


NAME  OF  PARENTS. 

Edwin  P.  and  Annie  J.  Moore. 
William  E.  and  Jennie  L.  Knights. 
George  M.  and  Emma  A.  Taft. 
John  and  Annie  Morrison. 

Albert  J.  and  Annie  A.  Congdon. 
Charles  H.  and  Enola  L.  Bradford. 
Horace  S.  and  Bertha  Coleman. 
Rupert  F.  and  Margaret  F.  Bates. 
Charles  B.  and  Cora  F.  Goss. 
William C. and  Hattie  E.  Robinson. 
Lewis  H.  and  Hepsey  B.  Barrows. 
Charles  A.  and  A.  Louisa  Wilbur. 
George  M.  and  Emma  A.  Taft. 
William  and  Mary  A.  Daley. 


MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1894. 


DATE  OF  MARRIAGE. 

1894. 


Jan. 

17, 

Jan. 

24, 

Mar. 

3, 

July 

2, 

Aug. 

15, 

Dec. 

5, 

Dec. 

15, 

NAME  OF  GROOM  AND  BRIDE. 

.James  Harvey  Prince, 

Sarah  Mabel  Spofford, 

Darius  Daniels  Henry, 

Susan  Martin  Brown, 

Albert  Earl  Munyon, 

Mary  Smith  Merriam, 

Alfred  Munroe  Taft, 

Ada  Louise  Barrows, 

William  Horace  Wilson, 
Annie  Josephine  Gaskill, 
Freeman  Clark  Lowell, 
Joanna  Grace  Taft, 

Albert  Warren  Barrows, 
Alice  Blake, 


RESIDENCE. 

Dedham. 

Mendon. 

Uxbridge. 

Mendon. 

Mendon. 

Woonsocket,  R.  I. 
Woonsocket,  R.  I. 
Mendon. 

Milford. 

Mendon. 

Hopedale. 

Mendon. 

Mendon. 

Hopedale. 


IS 


DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1894. 


DATE  OF  DEATH.  NAME. 

AGE. 

RESIDENCE. 

1894. 

y. 

M. 

D. 

Jan.  12, 

George  W.  Cromb, 

70 

6 

27 

Mendon. 

Feb.  9, 

Taft, 

3 

Mendon. 

Mar.  14, 

Timothy  F.  Byrne, 

22 

2 

2 

Mendon. 

25, 

Nancy  M.  Cummings, 

72 

4 

27 

Mendon. 

27, 

John  Jennison, 

91 

2 

Mendon. 

April  5, 

Susan  P.  Dewolfe, 

60 

4 

12 

Mendon. 

21, 

Jason  S.  E.  Everton, 

2 

10 

Mendon. 

22, 

Bernice  L.  Wilcox, 

2 

18 

Mendon. 

30, 

Hattie  J.  Maxfield, 

11 

9 

12 

Mendon. 

May  6, 

Ella  D.  Maxfield, 

9 

11 

25 

Mendon. 

6, 

Chloe  Maria  Smith, 

54 

Mendon. 

6, 

David  L.  Wilbur, 

58 

3 

15 

Mendon. 

15, 

Eunice  Briggs, 

77 

11 

22 

Mendon. 

18, 

Lavinia  S.  Chipman, 

60 

5 

6 

Mendon. 

18, 

Ellis  Parkinson, 

23 

2 

4 

Mendon. 

June  8, 

Bradford  (still  born), 

Mendon. 

Aug.  8, 

Albert  Driscoll, 

9 

1 

Mendon. 

Sept.  25, 

M.  Collins  Gaskill, 

77 

11 

29 

Mendon. 

26, 

Sarah  Jane  Kelley, 

22 

9 

Mendon. 

28, 

William  G.  Gassett, 

74 

6 

23 

Mendon. 

Dec.  2, 

Martin  Grady, 

58 

Mendon. 

9, 

Taft, 

J* 

Mendon. 

16, 

Jesse  L.  Bates, 

17 

3 

26 

Mendon. 

28, 

Almira  W.  Horton, 

63 

7 

24 

Mendon. 

The  attention  of  parents  and  others  is  called  to  the  report  o# 
births,  marriages  and  deaths.  If  any  errors  are  discovered  the 
town  clerk  should  be  notified,  that  they  may  be  corrected.  Blanks 
for  making  the  return  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  of  the  town  clerk.  As  custodian  of  the  records  of  the 
town,  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  they  are  in  an  excellent  state  of 
preservation,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  volumes  of  Proprie¬ 
tors’  records.  They  should  be  attended  to  at  once  ;  the  paper  is 
quite  brittle,  in  many  places  the  ink  has  faded  badly,  and  the 
binding  of  the  second  volume  is  very  poor.  The  value  of  our 
town  records  cannot  be  computed.  There  are  few  towns  in  the 
state  that  can  show  an  almost  unbroken  chain  of  records  for  228 
years.  Ours  are  complete  during  that  time,  with  the  exception  of 
the  period  from  1675  to  1680,  when  the  town  was  destroyed  and 
abandoned  during  King  Phillip’s  war.  I  feel  that  it  is  for  the  in¬ 
terest  of  all  to  do  what  is  required  for  their  preservation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

Town  Clerk. 
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FOURTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


The  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  respectfully  submit 
the  following  report. 

The  Library  the  past  year  has  continued  to  be  a  source  of  en¬ 
tertainment  and  instruction.  By  the  Librarian’s  report,  submitted 
herewith,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  1894  the  patronage  of  the  Library 
increased  about  10  per  cent,  over  that  of  1898.  The  books  were 
examined  Feb.  8,  current,  and  the  Librar}7  re-opened  Feb.  9.  The 
books  were  all  accounted  for,  but  the  condition  was  not  in  all  cases 
satisfactory.  In  families  where  there  are  many  young  children, 
greater  care  in  the  use  of  the  books  should  be  taken. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  the  books  in  the  Library  can 
be  consulted  by  our  citizens  at  any  time  when  the  Library  is  open, 
and  at  all  other  times  by  arrangement  with  the  Librarian  ;  and 
also  to  the  following  rule  which  the  Trustees  have  felt  called  upon 
to  pass,  viz : 

That  no  new  book  shall  be  kept  out  more  than  one  week  by 
any  patron  of  the  Library,  until  the  popular  demand  for  it  has 
ceased,  and  said  books  shall  be  designated  by  a  green  label,  which 
may  be  changed,  and  the  book  put  under  former  rules  at  the  dis¬ 
cretion  of  the  Librarian. 

Four  copies  of  the  Annals  of  Mendon  have  been  sold  the  past 
year  and  three  exchanged  for  histories. 

The  thanks  of  the  citizens  are  tendered  to  all  who  have  con¬ 
tributed  books,  magazines  or  literature  of  any  kind  to  the  Library 
the  past  year. 

The  Trustees  recommend  the  appropriation  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  Library  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 

Trustees  Taft  Public  Library. 
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LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  : — 

The  Library  was  re-opened  Feb.  10,  1894.  The  whole  num¬ 
ber  of  books  given  out  from  the  Library  during  the  year  was 
4,258. 

The  largest  number  delivered  any  Saturday,  was  104 ;  the 
smallest  number,  57  ;  the  average  number,  83. 

The  delivery  by  divisions  was  as  follows  :  Agriculture,  33  ; 
Biography,  23;  Documents,  1;  Fiction,  3,278 ;  History,  218 ; 
Poetry,  28  ;  Miscellaneous,  36  ;  Periodicals,  454  ;  Religion,  48  ; 
Science,  63  ;  Travels,  76. 

One  hundred  twenty-three  volumes  have  been  added  to  the 
Library.  The  town  purchased  78  volumes  ;  43  books  have  been 
given  :  14  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  11  by  Hon.  J. 
H.  Walker ;  1  by  the  Bureau  of  Education  ;  1  by  the  Civil  Service 
Commission  ;  5  volumes  of  unbound  Century  Magazines  by  N.  R. 
George  ;  2  volumes  of  unbound  New  England  Magazines  by  H.  C. 
Adams  ;  6  volumes  of  unbound  Harper’s  Magazines  and  3  volumes 
of  unbound  Outing  Magazines  by  J.  A.  George.  These  have  all 
been  bound. 

Two  books  were  received  in  exchange  for  copies  of  the  Annals 
of  Mendon. 

A  large  number  of  pamphlets  have  also  been  given. 

Whole  number  of  books  in  the  Library,  3,292. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SARA  F.  TOWNE, 

Librarian. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 

Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public 
Library  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  8,  1895. 


Dr. 

Balance  from  1894 . ,« .  $  3  97 

Cash  received  on  two  town  orders .  165  00 

“  of  Sara  F.  Towne  for  book. .. .  50 

“  of  Sara  F.  Towne,  catalogues, 

fines,  etc .  4  50 

-  173  97 


i8 


Cr. 


Paid  G.  M.  Billings,  paper  and  labels .  $  9  65 

W.  B.  Clarke  &  Co.,  books . .  76  58 

Sara  F.  Towne,  services  as  Librarian...  50  00 

Julius  A.  George,  books .  5  40 

A.  H.  H.  Warren,  binding .  20  02 

Cash  on  hand .  . .  12  32 

-  17397 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

Treasurer. 


Mendon,  Feb.  8,  1895. 


Examined,  found  correct  and  with  proper  vouchers. 

J  A.  GEORGE, 

ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

Auditing  Committee. 
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AUDITOR'S  REPORT. 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Selectmen,  Treasurer, 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Superintendent  of  Streets,  Town  Clerk, 
School  Committee  and  Collector  of  Taxes.  Also  the  accounts  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  for  the 
Municipal  year  ending  March  4,  1895,  and  find  them  correctly 
kept  and  with  proper  vouchers. 

CHARLES  H.  ALLEN, 

Auditor. 


Mendon,  Feb.  19,  1895. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


TOWN  OF  MEN  DON 

FOR  THE 


SCHOOL  YGHR  1894-95. 


MILFORD,  MASS. : 

COOK  *  SONS,  PRINTERS. 

1895. 


ORGANIZATION  OF 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.  !594-'95. 


HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 
ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 
LYMAN  COOK, 


Term  expires  1897 

“  i895 

4 ‘  1 896 


Superintendent, 
ELMER  E.  SHERMAN. 


Truant  Officers, 

W.  W.  NELSON,  LYMAN  COOK 

EDWARD  L.  SMITH. 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  ofMendon: — 

The  following  report  of  the  School  Committee  is  respectfully 
submitted : — 

The  Committee  organized  March  5,  and  assigned  the  general 
care  of  school  property  as  follows  : 

West  and  Albeeville,  Henry  W.  Gaskill;  Center  and  North, 
Erwin  A.  Snow ;  South  and  East,  Lyman  Cook.  Erwin  A. 
Snow  was  appointed  School  Book  Agent. 

Miss  George  positively  declined  to  serve  as  superintendent, 
but  consented  to  look  after  the  schools  for  a  time,  which  she  did. 

At  the  March  meeting  the  town  voted  to  unite  with  Hopedale 
and  Bellingham  in  employing  a  superintendent  of  schools.  As 
the  three  towns  did  not  have  the  necessary  number  of  schools  it 
required  a  special  act  of  the  Legislature,  in  order  that  we  might 
secure  state  aid  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  431  of  the  acts  of 
1888  and  subsequent  amendments.  This  was  obtained  April  13. 

After  several  meetings  of  the  school  committees  of  the  three 
towns,  Elmer  E.  Sherman  of  Plymouth  was  elected  superintend¬ 
ent  of  schools  and  began  his  duties  about  the  first  of  June,  since 
which  time  the  schools  have  been  under  his  care. 

In  the  spring  your  committee  thought  it  best  to  reopen  the 
Albeeville  school,  there  being  at  that  time  fifteen  scholars  in  the 
district,  and  have  continued  the  school  throughout  the  year. 

During  the  year  a  new  outbuilding  has  been  built  at  the 
South  school,  and  the  ones  at  theWest  and  Albeeville  changed  so 
that  both  sexes  are  not  obliged  to  use  the  same  building. 

There  will  be  some  general  repairs  needed  during  the  com¬ 
ing  year.  We  have  put  in  a  few  slate  blackboards  this  year,  and 
like  them  so  well  that  we  hope  to  replace  some  of  the  old  ones 
with  slate  the  coming  year. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  report,  that  while  the  cost  of  the 
schools  for  this  year  is  very  little  more  than  last,  we  have  exceed¬ 
ed  the  appropriation  about  $250.  This  is  due  to  two  causes : — 

First :  As  will  be  seen  by  last  year’s  report  there  was  due 
at  the  end  of  the  year  $222.50  with  a  balance  on  hand  of  $50.42, 
leaving  a  net  debt  of  $172.08  to  be  paid  out  of  this  year’s  appro¬ 
priation.  This  year  all  accounts  are  settled  and  there  is  no  debt. 
It  has  been  the  custom  for  several  years  to  carry  the  account 
along  in  this  way,  which  your  present  committee  dislike  very 
much  and  shall  ask  the  town  to  make  a  special  appropriation  to 
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cover  this  deficiency,  so  that  we  may  have  a  year’s  money  for  a 
year’s  work  and  not  be  obliged  to  pay  this  year’s  bills  out  of  next 
year’s  money. 

Second :  There  is  due  from  the  state  on  account  of  superin¬ 
tendent  $250,  but  we  do  not  get  this  until  the  end  of  the  year, 
which  will  be  about  the  first  of  June ;  this  amount,  if  we  had  it, 
would  make  us  practically  square,  and,  while  we  have  added 
eight  weeks  to  the  High  and  two  to  the  other  schools,  we  have  not 
increased  the  expense  to  the  town  much  of  any.  iUthough  under 
the  present  system  of  supervision  the  town  is  required  to  appro¬ 
priate  only  $25o  annually,  we  must  pay  $500,  which  is  our 
share  of  the  superintendent’s  salary,  before  we  get  any  money 
back  from  the  state ;  therefore  in  order  that  we  may  have  the 
money  to  pay  his  salary,  the  first  appropriation  should  be  $500, 
after  that  $250  only  is  needed. 

For  several  years  F.  H.  Lowell  has  taught  music  in  our 
schools  more  or  less  of  the  time,  and  has  done  excellent  work. 
During  this  time  he  has  received  no  compensation  from  the  town 
and  your  committee  thought  it  no  more  than  justice  that  his  ser¬ 
vices  should  receive  some  recognition  from  the  town,  and  have 
therefore  paid  him  the  sum  of  $25,  which  is  a  very  slight  consid¬ 
eration  for  the  amount  of  service  rendered. 

We  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  annexed  report  of  the 
superintendent  on  the  condition  of  the  schools. 

We  would  respectfully  recommend  the  following  appropria¬ 
tions  for  the  ensuing  year  : — 


Special  appropriation  to  cover  deficiency . .  $  250 

Support  of  schools  and  transportation .  1,700 

Text  book  and  supplies .  200 

Incidentals .  300 

Superintendent . 400 

Apparatus  . .  5° 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 
Receipts. 


Appropriations : — 

Support  of  schools  and  transportation  $1,700  00 

Text  books  and  supplies .  200  00 

Incidentals .  300  00 

Superintendent .  300  00 

Apparatus .  5°  00 

Other  resources : — 

Balance  on  hand .  5°  42 

Income  from  state  school  fund .  345  09 

“  dog  tax . .  175  15 


8  8  8  8  8 
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Received  from  out-of-town  scholars . .  $  9  00 

44  sale  of  supplies .  1  12 

Money  borrowed  on  personal  note  of 

school  committee .  250  00 

Received  from  board  of  health  for  books 

destroyed .  .  2  55 

-  $3>383  33 


Expenditures  for  the  Year. 

Teachers’  wages :  — 

Loyal  E.  Sherwin,  High,  balance  of  last 


year . .  $  122  50 

Fred  N.  Havener,  High  .  328  13 

Susan  I.  Seagrave,  Grammar .  320  00 

Mary  E.  Dudley,  Primary .  320  00 

Nettie  McEwen,  North .  256  00 

Mattie  T.  Howes,  East .  154  00 

Florence  James,  East.  . .  70  00 

Anna  M.  Staples,  South .  224  00 

Ruth  B.  Cornwell,  West . .  214  00 

Florence  E.  Snow,  Albeeville .  192  00 

Frank  H.  Lowell,  music  teacher..... .  25  00 

- $2,225  63 

F  uel :  — 

E.  H.  Taft,  wood,  Centre . .  5  00 

Morton  Holbrook,  cutting  and  housing 

same . .  2  00 

E.  A.  Snow,  cash  paid,  wood  and  cut¬ 
ting,  North .  4  50 

Lyman  Cook,  wood  and  fitting,  East .  17  19 

Lyman  Cook,  44  44  South  14  86 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  44  4  4  Albee¬ 
ville  and  West .  21  00 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal,  North  .  18  75 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal.  Centre .  22  75 

- 106  05 

Care  of  school  rooms : — 

Lyman  Cook,  cash  paid,  care  room, 

East . 2  50 

Lyman  Cook,  cleaning  room,  South .  1  50 

Lyman  Cook,  44  East  1  00 

Nettie  J.  McEwen,  care  room,  North  1 1  00 

Mattie  T.  Howes,  44  East .  5  00 

Anna  M.  Staples,  44  South  8  00 

E.  A.  Snow,  care  rooms,  Center .  32  00 

Ruth  B.  Cornwell,  care  room,  West .  5  00 

Florence  E.  Snow,  44  Albeeville  8  00 
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F.  F.  Brown,  cleaning  rooms,  Center 


and  North .  $10  50 

H.  W.  Gaskill,  cash  paid,  cleaning 

rooms,  West  and  Aibeeville. .  3  00 

H.  W.  Gaskill,  cash  paid,  care  room, 

West .  3  00 


Text  books  and  supplies : — 

Amount  purchased  as  per  report  of 

school  book  agent . 

Apparatus : — 


E.  O.  Vaile,  news  Current .  9  00 

George  S.  Perry  &  Co.,  sundries .  2  26 

George  S.  Perry  &  Co.,  blackboard  for 

High  school .  15  00 


Superintendent : — 

Nancy  C.  George,  balance  of  last  year..  100  00 

Nancy  C.  George .  30  00 

Elmer  E.  Sherman . .  300  00 


Incidentals : — 

George  L.  Perry  &  Co.,  sundries . 

44  slate  blackboards 

King  &  Merrill,  sundries . 

Cook  &  Sons,  printing  graduation  pro¬ 
grams  . . . . 

Henry  W.  Brown,  cleaning  clocks . 

Joseph  Dudley,  services  at  church  grad¬ 
uation  day . 

D.  C.  York,  dusters . 

Albert  Chilson,  painting  outbuilding  and 

fence,  South . 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  labor  and  material . 

Lyman  Cook,  repairs  East . . 

44  sundries  East . 

44  4  4  South . 

44  sendees  as  school  com¬ 
mittee . 

Lyman  Cook,  cash  paid  use  of  well  East 
Henry  W.  Gaskill,  repairs  and  labor, 

West  . 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  repairs,  Aibeeville . 

44  services  as  school 

committee . ; . 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  taking  school  census 
44  fumigating  school 

room . 


16  35 
7  95 

1  20 

3  00 
1  5° 

1  00 

2  25 


6  32 
13  68 
3  00 

3  55 
87 

8  75 
2  00 

12  75 
1  35 


8  75 

2  OO 


50 


90  50 


201  40 


26  26 


43O  OO 
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Henry  W.  Gaskill,  labor  and  material 
for  outbuilding,  West  and  Albeeville.. 
Henry  W.  Gaskill,  traveling  expenses 

44  cash  paid  use  of  well 

West . 

E.  A.  Snow,  postage . 

44  express  paid . 

44  freight  and  carting  paid . 

44  traveling  expenses . 

44  labor . 

44  cash  paid  sundries . 

44  taking  school  census . 

44  setting  glass . . 

44  services  as  school  committee 

44  cash  paid  cleaning  clocks 

44  services  as  secretary  school 

committee . : . 

E.  A.  Snow,  services  as  school  book 

agent . 

Otis  Whitney  &  Son,  labor  and  material 
for  outbuilding  and  fence  at  South 
school  and  repairs  at  South  and  Center 
Otis  Whitney  &  Son,  labor  and  material 

for  Center  and  North . 

Eldredge  &  Beatty,  paint . 

F.  F.  Brown,  painting  High  school  desks 

44  paint  and  varnish  for  same 

E.  E.  Sherman,  postage  and  stationery 

44  traveling  expenses . 

44  freight  paid . 

R.  C.  Eldridge,  clock . 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  sundries . 

G.  M.  Billings,  printing  report  cards . 

W.  W.  Nelson,  use  of  well . 

E.  L.  Smith,  use  of  well . . 

F.  J.  Dutcher,  stamped  envelopes,  etc., 

as  secretary  of  district  committee . 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  stone  posts . . 

J.  A.  George,  i  day’s  work  of  man  on 
stage . 


$27  67 

1  00 

2  00 

3  55 

4  80 
1  77 

3  10 

4  00 

1  72 

2  00 
1  00 

8  75 

I  OO 

IO  OO 

9  00 


65  ss 

1 6  17 

1  06 

2  25 

3  75 

4  5o 

1  00 

25 

4  5o 

5  4i 

2  84 

3  00 

7  OO 

1  32 

I  OO 

1  50 


399  24 


Cash  on  hand 


3»379  08 
4  25 


3.383  33 
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There  is  due  from  the  State  on 

account  of  Superintendent .  $250  00 

There  is  due  from  Town  of  Upton  12  50 

Supplies  sold .  1  12 

Cash  on  hand .  4  25 

-  267  87 

Text  books  and  supplies  on  hand  less  than 

there  were  last  year .  64 

-  267  23 


3. 116 
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31383  33 


Cost  of  schools  for  the  year . 

RECAPITULATION. 

Resources . 

Expenditures : — 

Teachers’  wages . 2,225  63 

Fuel .  106  05 

Care  of  schoolrooms . 9°  5° 

Text  books  and  supplies .  201  40 

Apparatus .  26  26 

Superintendent  .  430  00 

Incidentsals  . . 299  24 

Cash  on  hand .  4  25 

- 1  $3-383  33 

As  will  be  seen  by  this  report  $172.08  of  this  was  last  year’s 
bills.  This  amount  will  pay  the  High  school  teacher’s  salary  for 
the  balance  of  the  school  year,  thus  adding  eight  weeks  to  the 
High  school  and  two  weeks  to  the  others  with  but  very  little  ad¬ 
ditional  expense  to  the  Town  over  last  year. 


Mendon,  Feb.  16,  1895. 


HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 
ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

LYMAN  COOK, 

School  Committee. 


SCHOOL  BOOK  AGENT’S  REPORT. 


Dr. 

To  books  and  supplies  purchased : — 


American  Book  Co .  $12  56 

Ginn  &  Co .  86  32 

J.  L.  Hammett .  39  65 

George  L.  Perry . .. .  35  93 

George  F.  King  Merrill .  26  94 

Books  and  supplies  on  hand .  132  84 


$334  H 
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By  books  and  supplies 
Supplies  sold . 

Books  and  supplies 


Mendon,  Feb.  16, 


Cr. 

furnished  .  $200  92 

. ! .  1  1 2 

on  hand . .  132  20 

-  334  24 


1S95. 


ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

School  Book  Agent. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Mendon: — 

The  fourth  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  schools  is 
hereby  presented. 

May  28,  1894,  the  Superintendent  of  the  district  comprised 
in  the  towns  of  Mendon,  Bellingham  and  Hopedale,  first  entered 
upon  his  duties,  since  which  time  he  has  endeavored  to  become 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  schools  under  his  charge. 

The  schools  of  Mendon  bear  record  to  the  good  work  that 
has  been  done  in  them  and  for  them  during  the  past  few  years. 

The  success  of  a  superintendent’s  work  largely  depends  upon 
the  support  his  measures  receive  from  the  teachers,  the  commit¬ 
tee,  and  the  community  at  large.  Only  by  the  loyal  co-operation 
of  all  can  the  best  interests  of  the  schools  be  subserved.  It  gives 
your  superintendent  great  pleasure  to  record  the  hearty  interest  of 
the  teachers  in  his  plans,  the  support  of  the  committee,  and  the 
cordial  welcome  which  he  has  experienced  from  all. 

STUDIES  PURSUED  IN  THE  SCHOOLS. 

Arithmetic. 

An  effort  is  being  made  to  teach  the  subject  in  a  practical 
way.  A  large  amount  of  daily  drill  in  simple  problems  for  the 
sake  of  acquiring  facility  in  rapid,  accurate  work,  combined  with 
equally  constant  drill  in  mental  arithmetic,  ought  to  train  the 
child  to  do  the  every-day  arithmetic  of  real  life. 

Reading. 

The  pupil  should  learn  to  read  orally  with  ease,  and  silently 
with  rapidity.  To  do  this  he  must  have  much  practice. 

The  schools  should  develop  a  taste  for  good  literature.  This 
can  be  done  by  furnishing  the  pupil  with  examples  of  the  best 
work,  suited  to  his  understanding,  and  especially  arranged  for  the 
purpose.  There  is  an  abundance  of  such  material  which  can1  be 
obtained  at  low  cost. 


Language. 

The  pupil’s  work  in  language  should  train  him  to  express  his 
spoken  or  written  thought  clearly  and  easily.  The  successful 


study  of  a  language  other  than  his  own  aids  him  to  comprehend 
the  structure  of  his  native  tongue.  To  be  able  to  write  a  well-ex- 
pressed  letter  or  a  correct  business  form,  to  give  an  order  or  a 
direction  clearly,  and  to  carry  on  a  conversation  in  correct  English 
ought  not  to  be  too  much  to  expect  of  a  graduate  from  our 
schools. 


History. 

This  is  a  subject  which  interests  children.  It  helps  to  form 
character.  The  study  of  the  lives  and  deeds  of  those  who,  by 
their  self-denial,  “built  better  than  they  knew,”  stirs  the  young 
mind  to  imitation  and  leads  to  reverence  for  the  principles  for 
which  they  lived  and  died.  The  study  of  history  in  the  schools 
should  aim  to  cultivate  a  taste  for  broader  reading,  to  be  pursued 
in  after  life. 


Geography. 

There  has  been  a  great  advance  of  late  in  the  teaching  of  this 
subject.  Its  scope  has  changed.  It  is  no  longer  considered  suffi¬ 
cient  to  learn  the  numberless  facts  connected  with  this  science. 
They  are  easily  forgotten  and  the  time  so  spent  is  wasted.  Ob¬ 
jective  teaching  is  required.  The  earth  as  a  whole  in  its  relations 
to  man  is  the  object  of  the  study,  and  facts  are  presented  in  their 
relations,  that  the  child  may  remember  by  association. 


Drawing. 

Something  has  been  attempted  in  our  schools  in  the  line  of 
drawing.  An  outline  of  study  was  prepared  in  this  subject,  cov¬ 
ering  work  for  the  first  eight  years  of  school-life.  If  this  be  fol¬ 
lowed  for  a  number  of  years,  the  child  now  in  his  first  year  at 
school  will  have  received  a  fair  training  in  this  subject  when  he 
shall  have  completed  the  grammar  school  course. 

The  freehand  work  is  from  the  object  and  not  from  a  copy. 
In  this  way  the  child  is  trained  to  see.  Work  in  plan-drawing, 
color,  and  design  is  also  given. 


Music. 

It  is  due  to  the  kindness  of  Mr.  F.  H.  Lowell  that  four  of 
our  schools,  three  in  the  Center  building  and  the  North  school, 
are  receiving  excellent  training  in  this  great  art.  Much  gratify¬ 
ing  progress  has  been  made. 


I  2 


ABSENCE  AND  TARDINESS. 

The  attendance  in  some  of  the  schools  has  been  much  better 
than  is  the  average  in  many  towns.  In  most  of  the  small,  un¬ 
graded  schools  where  the  distances  are  greater  and  the  interest 
less,  the  attendance  is  very  irregular  and  the  percentage  of  the 
average  attendance  to  the  total  membership  is  exceedingly  small. 
These  schools  fail  in  large  measure  to  accomplish  that  for  which 
the  money  expended  in  their  support  was  intended. 

Regular  habits,  promptness,  and  punctuality  are  business 
virtues  which  it  is  an  aim  of  the  schools  to  inculcate.  The  aid 
of  the  parents  is  necessary  that  the  best  results  may  be  realized. 


OUTLINE  OF  COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

The  school  system,  like  any  other  business  system,  needs  a 
definite  plan  for  the  guidance  of  its  workers.  A  frequent  illus¬ 
tration  of  this  need  is  seen  when  a  change  of  teachers  occurs  in 
those  towns  having  neither  head  nor  plan  to  their  school  system. 
The  new  teacher  knows  little  or  nothing  of  the  plan  pursued  by 
the  previous  teacher.  She  therefore  places  the  pupil  where,  in 
her  best  judgment,  presumably,  he  ought  to  work.  The  pupil, 
instead  of  proceeding  in  his  studies  to  that  which  would  logically 
follow,  is  usually  put  back  or  set  ahead,  with  consequent  dis¬ 
couragement  or  confusion.  With  an  outline  course  of  study  this 
would  not  be  likely  to  occur. 

Again,  an  outline  followed  by  all  the  teachers  of  the  town 
gives  to  the  pupils  of  each  school  similar  opportunities.  The  re¬ 
moval  of  a  family  from  one  portion  of  the  town  to  another  would 
not  materially  affect  the  standing  of  the  children  in  their  studies. 
But  the  principal  benefit  derived  from  the  outline  is  the  saving  of 
time  which  always  results  from  working  with  a  plan  in  distinc¬ 
tion  from  wrorking  without  one. 

An  outline  of  study  w^as  prepared  for  the  schools,  w7hich  has 
been  in  use  since  September.  It  is  divided  into  periods  of  one 
year  each  and  covers  the  first  eight  years  of  school.  As  far  as 
possible,  each  pupil  has  been  placed  in  the  grade  to  which  his 
attainments  entitled  him.  By  First  Grade  is  meant  the  first  year 
of  school  life,  etc. 

Your  attention  is  requested  to  the  following  course  of  study 
for  the  grades  below  the  High  school : — 

First  Grade. 

Language  : — Talks  about  common  things ;  as  plants,  ani¬ 
mals,  qualities,  actions,  directions,  pictures.  Writing  of  words 
and  short  sentences  upon  paper  or  blackboard,  from  blackboard 
or  dictation.  Choice  literary  selections  memorized. 
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Reading: — Vocabulary  learned  from  objects  and  read  in 
easy  sentences  from  the  blackboard.  Reading  from  the  primer. 
Phonetic  spelling. 

Writing: — Mostly  upon  the  blackboard  of  the  small  letters, 
i,  u,  w,  n,  m,  v,  x — e,  c,  o,  r,  s,  a,  d,  p,  t — 1,  k,  h,  b — j,  f,  g,  y, 

q,  z- 

Spelling : — Oral,  as  soon  as  the  alphabet  is  learned. 

Number: — Numbers  from  one  to  twelve.  All  combinations 
and  separations  of  those  numbers.  Easy  problems.  Adding  of 
single  columns  and  rows.  Halves  and  fourths. 

Physiology : — Observation  of  correct  positions  in  sitting  and 
walking.  Height.  Naming  of  external  parts  of  the  body.  Care 
of  parts. 

Drawing: — Lessons  in  form,  color,  arrangement. 

Seco?id  Gi'ade. 

Language  : — Name  and  describe  the  parts  of  common  plants, 
fruits,  and  animals.  Short  stories  selected  from  classics.  In¬ 
vention  and  reproduction  of  short  stories.  Written  exercises 
from  dictation  consisting  of  short  sentences  to  teach  correct  use 
of  capital  letters,  period,  question-mark,  exclamation  point, 
homonyms,  adjectives,  prepositions,  pronouns.  Letter  writing. 
Memorizing. 

Reading: — Primer  continued.  All  new  words  used  in  orig¬ 
inal  sentences.  Second  Reader  begun.  Phonic  drill.  Silent 
reading.  Reproduction  of  story  from  memory.  Supplementary 
reading. 

Writing: — On  blackboard.  Capitals  in  groups:  A,  M,  N — 
O,  C,  D— E,  H,  K,  B,  F,  G,  L,  P,  R,  S,  T— I,  J,  Q^,  U,  V, 
W,  X,  Y,  Z. 

Spelling: — Words  from  lessons  and  common  words  in  daily 
use.  Oral  and  written. 

Number: — Review.  Numbers  from  io  to  50,  all  combina¬ 
tions  and  separations.  Roman  numerals  to  XXX.  Addition 
and  subtraction  by  2’s,  3’s,  etc.  Simple  problems.  Add  single 
columns  and  rows.  Halves,  fourths,  thirds,  etc.,  to  tenths. 
Multiplication  table  to  50. 

Physiology  : — Continue  first  year’s  work.  Simple  stories  of 
evil  effects  of  narcotics  and  stimulants.  The  senses. 

Drawing: — Form,  color,  arrangement. 

Third  Grade . 

Language  : — Lessons  on  plants,  animals,  minerals.  Narra¬ 
tion  of  stories  suggested  by  pictures,  personal  experience.  Classic 
stories.  Write  simple  description  of  objects.  Dictation  exercises 
continued.  Drill  in  correct  use  of  personal  pronouns.  Begin 
use  of  book.  Memorizing  of  poetry  and  prose  selections. 
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Reading: — Talks  about  the  lesson  before  reading.  New 
words  placed  on  board.  Phonic  drill.  Finish  Second  Readers, 
and  begin  Third  Readers. 

Spelling : — Continue  work  of  second  year.  Syllabication  in 
oral  spelling. 

Writing: — Finish  work  of  previous  year,  using  pen  and 
ruled  paper.  No.  i  copy-book. 

Number: — Numbers  to  1000.  Continue  oral  and  written 
drill  of  previous  year.  Fractional  parts  of  divisible  numbers  to 
hundredths.  Expression  by  decimal  point.  Expression  of  easy 
fractions  to  denominator  12.  Roman  numerals  to  C.  Toy 
money,  easy  problems.  Written  addition,  subtraction,  multipli¬ 
cation,  division.  Multipliers,  divisors  less  than  12.  Long  meas¬ 
ure,  liquid  and  dry  measures. 

Physiology: — Review  senses.  Familiar  talks  on  organs  of 
body  as  wholes.  Skin,  muscles,  fat,  nerves,  blood  vessels.  Ef¬ 
fects  of  alcohol  and  tobacco  on  these^. 

Drawing: — Review  and  continue  same  work. 

Geography: — Home  geography.  Land  projections,  water 
projections,  islands.  Mold  in  sand.  Weather.  Soil.  Plan  of 
school- room  and  yard  to  a  scale.  Map  of  town. 


Fourth  Grade . 

Language  :Continue  use  of  book.  Continue  dictation  exer¬ 
cises  for  drill  in  correct  use  of  common  expressions.  Continue 
other  work. 

Reading: — Work  in  Third  Readers.  .Supplementary  read¬ 
ing.  Use  dictionary. 

Spelling: — Continue  previous  year’s  work.  Use  blank 
books.  Begin  use  of  spelling  book. 

Writing: — Movement  exercises,  elements  of  letters.  Copy 
book  practice. 

Number: — Addition,  subtraction,  multiplication,  division. 
Multipliers  and  divisors  larger  than  12.  Add  in  columns  dollars 
and  cents.  Numbers  to  100000  and  to  .001.  Roman  numerals 
to  M.  Simple  problems;  written  analysis  of  them.  Tables  of 
weight  and  time.  Change  fractions  to  whole  or  mixed  numbers 
and  reverse.  Add  and  subtract  common  fractions  to  twelfths, 
decimal  fractions  to  .001.  Constant  oral  drill. 

Physiology  : — Continue.  Bones,  joints,  food,  air,  exercise, 
sleep.  Review. 

Drawing: — Freehand  from  objects,  instrumental  design. 

Geography  : — Use  globe.  The  earth  as  a  whole  ;  form,  size, 
rotation,  imaginary  lines,  hemispheres.  Continents  and  oceans. 
Mold  in  sand,  draw  (profiles  contours),  North  and  South 
America  as  wholes. 
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Fifth  Grade. 

Language  : — Continue  Nature  study.  Continue  use  of  book. 
Dictation  drill.  Simple  business  forms.  Memorizing. 

Reading: — Finish  Third  Readers.  Supplementary  reading 
for  information.  Read  one  classic. 

Spelling : — Continue  work  of  previous  year. 

Writing: — Continue  work  of  previous  year. 

Arithmetic  : — Review.  Reading  and  writing  of  whole  num¬ 
bers  and  fractional  expressions.  Work  in  fractional  numbers  ex¬ 
pressed  by  both  common  and  decimal  forms,  using  small  num¬ 
bers.  Oral  work  in  percentage.  Much  daily  mental  work 
based  on  written  work  and  review.  Review  previous  tables. 
Square  and  cubic  measure. 

Physiology : — Study  to  learn  facts  of  bony,  muscular,  tegu¬ 
mentary,  respiratory,  circulatory,  and  digestive  systems. 

Drawing : — Continue  work  of  previous  year. 

Geography : — Lessons  on  evaporation,  condensation,  freez¬ 
ing,  contours.  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  Oceanica  as  wholes. 

Require  some  home  work  for  three  days  each  week. 

Sixth  Grade. 

Language  : — Continue  Nature  study.  Use  of  book.  Dictation 
drill.  Expression  of  the  substance  of  a  prose  selection  from 
memory.  Memorizing. 

Reading: — Fourth  Reader.  Supplementary  reading  mostly 

for  information ;  facts. 

Spelling: — Continue  work  of  previous  year. 

Writing: — Continue  work  of  previous  year. 

Arithmetic : — Review.  Drill  on  fundamental  rules,  with 
whole  and  fractional  numbers.  Continue  work  with  whole  and 
common  and  decimal  fractions  and  tables.  Very  simple  work  in 
percentage.  Practice  bills  and  receipts. 

Physiology: — Review.  Nervous  system.  Emergency  talks. 

Drawing: — Continue  work  of  previous  year. 

Geography : — Countries  of  North  America  in  detail.  Pro¬ 
gressive  map-drawing. 

U.  S.  History: — Read  small  outline  history.  Discussion  of 
lessons  and  topical  outline  developed. 

Require  a  half-hour  of  home  work  four  days  each  week  on 
some  subject  requiring  concentration. 

Seventh  Grade. 

Language : — Continue  use  of  book  and  lessons  on  natural 
objects.  Simple  original  composition.  Poetry  changed  to  prose. 
Letter  writing.  Dictation  drill  as  before  and  also  in  the  use  of 
capitals,  punctuation  marks,  advertisements,  etc. 
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Reading: — Fourth  Readers.  Current  literature.  Easy  his¬ 
torical  prose  and  poetry,  and  easy  classic.  Drill  in  silent  read¬ 
ing.  Some  vocal  drill. 

Spelling: — As  before.  Use  dictionary  as  a  text-book. 

Writing:  — As  before.  Review  elements. 

Arithmetic: — Review  problems  covering  measures,  fractions, 
United  States  money.  Board  and  wood  measure.  Compound, 
numbers.  Percentage.  Interest.  (Ledger  accounts). 

Physiology  : — Begin  use  of  text-book. 

Drawing : — Continue  work  of  previous  year. 

Geography : — Countries  of  South  America,  Europe  and 
Africa  in  detail. 

History  : — Use  a  fuller  text-book  than  before.  To  President 
Washington’s  administration.  Constant  use  of  progressive  maps 
constructed  by  pupil.  Simple  lessons  on  civil  government. 


Eighth  Grade. 

Language  : — Continue  written  work  on  nature  study.  Be¬ 
gin  the  study  of  technical  grammar,  parsing  and  analysis.  Dic¬ 
tation  drill.  Original  composition.  Sketches  of  books  read. 
Memorizing  of  standard  poems. 

Reading: — Miscellaneous  readings  from  standard  literature. 
Complete  poems  and  books.  Home  reading. 

Spelling: — Use  spelling  book  and  dictionary. 

Writing: — Copy  book  and  drill.  Review. 

Arithmetic  : — Review  percentage  and  its  applications.  Bank 
discount.  Ratio  and  proportion.  Partnership.  Square  root, 
with  simple  application.  Business  papers  written.  Ledger  ac¬ 
counts. 

Physiology  : — Continue  use  of  book. 

Drawing: — Continue  to  advance  on  same  general  lines  as  be¬ 
fore. 

Geography : — Countries  of  Asia  and  Islands  of  Oceanica  in 
detail. 

Detailed  study  of  the  United  States. 

United  States  History : — The  United  States  under  the  Con¬ 
stitution.  Review  of  entire  subject  topically. 


The  High  school  year  has  been  increased  from  six  to  eight 
months.  The  benefit  derived  from  lengthening  the  course  by 
one-third  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  additional  expense  in¬ 
curred,  which  is  less  than  one  hundred  dollars. 

The  change  in  time  necessitated  a  revision  of  the  course  of 
study.  Two  courses  have  been  arranged,  one  with  Latin  and 
one  without  it.  A  pupil  taking  the  Latin  may  elect  one  or  more 
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of  the  English  substitutes,  but  the  Academic  course  is  designed 
to  contain  as  much  work  as  the  average  student  can  well  accom¬ 
plish. 

Much  of  the  pupil's  time  in  the  High  school  is  occupied  in 
recitation.  This  necessitates  more  or  less  time  out  of  school  de¬ 
voted  to  the  preparation  of  lessons,  that  he  may  obtain  the  most 
from  his  course. 

The  course  of  study  for  the  High  School  is  presented  in  this 
report.  Respectfully  submitted, 

ELMER  E.  SHERMAN, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 


COURSES  OF  STUDY  IN  THE  MENDON  HIGH  SCHOOL. 
Academic  Course. 
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STATISTICS. 
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Num¬ 

ber 

over 

15. 

1 

0 

T 

I 

0 

0 

I 

ST 

Num¬ 
ber  be¬ 
tween 

8  and 

14. 

0 

24 

15 

18 

11 

6 

12 

11 

* 

Num¬ 

ber 

under 

5. 

OOOOO  O  OrH 

- 

Number 

Cases  of 

Tardiness. 

79 

10 

12 

31 

35 

20 

11 

173 

1  371 

Total 

Half-days’ 

Absence. 

310 

232 

381 

447 

520 

46 

502 

574 

1  3,012 

Per  cent,  of 

Attendance 

94  21 

97.11 

94.96 

94.38 

87.46 

98.94 

87.68 

82.47 

§ 

s 

Average 

Attendance 

24.11 

24.33 

25.06 

23.31 

10.02 

7.18 

8.98 

7.65 

1  130.64  1 

Average 

Member¬ 

ship. 

25.59 

25.05 

26.40 

24.70 

11.46 

7.33 

10.25 

9  28 

140.06 

Total 

Enroll¬ 

ment. 

00  ^  00  ^  00 

C*  CO  CO  C*  iH  iH  C* 

165  1 

Salaries  of 

Teachers 

per  month. 

$62  50 

40  00 

40  00 

32  00 

28  00 

28  00 

28  00 

24  00 

$282  50  1 

TEACHERS. 

Frederick  N.  Havener, 

Susan  Seagrave, 

Mary  E.  Dudley, 

Nettle  J.  McEwen, 

Anna  M.  Staples, 

Martha  T.  Howes,  J 
Florence  James,  \ 

Ruth  B.  Cornwell, 

Florence  E.  Snow, 

Totals, 

SCHOOLS. 

♦HIGH, 

GRAMMAR, 

PRIMARY, 

NORTH, 

SOUTH, 

EAST, 

WEST, 

ALBEEVILLE, 

vo 

rO 


rh 

G\ 

00 


§ 

*0 


T5 

G 

G 

UO 

G 

CJ 

<u 

£ 

-4-> 

0> 

X> 

G 

<D 

£ 

o 


rO 

g 


O 


£ 


H 

* 


'wo  terms.  fr4  enrolled  elsewhere. 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

The  following  named  children  have  been  neither  absent  nor 
tardy  for  the  time  specified  : — 

FIVE  YEARS. 

Frederick  A.  Snow — Grammar  School. 

FOUR  YEARS. 

Clarence  H.  Moores — High  School. 

TWO  YEARS. 

Earle  B.  Lowell,  Jennie  M.  Best — Grammar  School. 

ONE  YEAR. 

Edward  F.  Driscoll,  William  H.  Driscoll,  Oliver  G.  Moores 
— Grammar  School. 

Rose  E.  Snow,  Mabel  D.  Snow — Primary  School. 

M.  Ernest  Davenport — North  School 

Raymond  Barrows — South  School. 

Caroline  S.  Wood —  West  School. 

SPRING  TERM. 

Florence  E.  Snow,  Florence  I.  Taft,  Jeremiah  B.  Driscoll — 
High  School. 

Lewis  S.  Ford,  Anna  D.  Kinsley,  Sabry  N.  Moores,  Harry 
Taft,  Nathan  F.  Towne,  Mary  A.  Williams,  Norman  E.  Wheel¬ 
er —  Grammar  School. 

Louisa  W.  Congdon,  George  W.  Cromb,  John  J.  Driscoll, 
Bertie  L.  Moores,  William  L.  Munsell,  Ernest  M.  Smith,  J. 
Eton  Weatherhead — Primary  School. 

Florence  E.  Bennett,  Ida  O.  Darling,  Benjamin  J.  Daven¬ 
port,  Gladys  Goss,  George  G.  Davenport,  Lulu  Taft,  Nannie 
Taft,  Everett  Eldredge — North  School. 

Howard  Plummer,  Victor  Plummer,  Irving  Tingley — East 
School. 

Eliza  Fletcher — South  School. 

FALL  TERM. 

Jeremiah  B.  Driscoll,  Jennie  Rhodes,  Clair  W.  Freeman 
Geraldine  Taft,  Mary  Wood,  Mabel  Wheeler — High  School. 

Lillian  Freeman,  Annie  E.  Kinsley,  William  L.  Munsell, 
Elmer  I.  Rhodes,  F.  Belle  Rhodes,  Ernest  M.  Smith,  Jessie  F. 
Wheeler,  Nellie  I.  Wheeler,  Norman  E.  Wheeler — Grammar 
School. 
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Charles  B.  Congdon,  Louisa  W.  Congdon,  George  W. 
Cromb,  Anna  M.  Cook,  Rosie  Wheeler — Primary  School . 

Rosa  Quigley,  Carrie  Beal,  Harold  Eldredge,  George  G. 
Davenport,  Ernest  Eldredge — North  School. 

Roy  Barrows — South  School. 

Irving  Tingley — East  School. 


WINTER  TERM. 

Edward  Cook,  Lewis  S.  Ford — High  School. 

Charles  Gardner,  Lillian  Freeman,  Rosie  B.  Kelly,  Paul  F. 
Wheeler — Grammar  School. 

Anna  M.  Cook,  John  J.  Driscoll,  William  J.  Kelly,  Bertie 
L.  Moores,  J.  Eton  Weatherhead — Primary  School. 

Ida  O.  Darling — North  School. 

Eliza  Fletcher,  Leon  Moore,  Roy  Barrows — South  School. 
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GRADUATING  EXERCISES  OF  MENDON  HIGH 
SCHOOL,  CLASS  OF  1894. 

Friday,  March  16,  1894,  at  2  o’clock,  p.  m. 

Motto,  u Finem  respice .”  Color,  light  blue. 


Programme. 

Overture,  Martha . . . Flotow 

Knowlton  &  Allen’s  Orchestra. 

Salutatory . . . . . Wylie  B.  Stenson 

Csarda  s . . . Brahman 

Orchestra. 

Address . Supt.  of  Waltham  Schools,  Henry  Whittemore 

Selection,  Faust . Gounod 

Orchestra. 

Valedictory,. . . . Florence  E.  Snow 

Polka,  (Imperial) . Beyer 

Trombone  Solo. 

Presentation  of  Diplomas . . 

Finale,  Light  Cavalry . Suppe 

Orchestra. 


CLASS  OF  ’94. 

Morton  A.  Holbrook,  Alice  Quigley,  Arthur  V.  Pond, 
^Florence  E.  Snow,  Wylie  B.  Stenson. 

*Latin  elected  throughout  the  Course. 
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TOWN  WARRANT. 


Worcester,  ss. — To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
In  the  County  of  Worcester,  Greeting  : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon 
qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 
Town  Hall,  in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  fourth  day  of  March, 
next,  punctually  at  io  o’clock,  a.  m,,  to  aCt  on  the  following 
articles,  viz : — 

Article  i.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  in  said 
meeting. 

Article  2.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  several  town  officers 
and  committees  and  aCt  thereon. 

Article  3.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the 
year  ensuing. 

Article  4.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  are  necessary 
to  defray  town  charges,  and  make  appropriations  of  the  same. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  list 
of  jurors  reported  by  the  Selectmen,  or  make  any  alteration  in 
the  same. 

Article  6.  To  see  what  measures,  if  any,  the  town  will 
adopt  to  secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  continue  the 
High  School. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer 
to  hire  money  to  pay  current  expenses  for  the  municipal  year 
commencing  March  4th,  1895,  in  anticipation  of  the  collection  of 
the  taxes. 

Article  9.  To  bring  in  their  ballots  “Yes”  or  “No”  in 
answer  to  the  question,  “Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town?” 

Article  io.  To  see  if  the  town  will  continue  communica¬ 
tion  by  telephone  with  Milford,  as  security  against  destruction  by 
fire,  or  aCt  in  relation  thereto. 
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Article  ii.  To  see  if  the  town  will  determine  what  shall 
be  the  length  of  the  school  year. 

Article  12.  To  see  what  amount,  if  any,  the  town  will 
raise  and  appropriate  for  the  purchase  of  school  apparatus. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  instruct  the 
Assessors  of  the  ensuing  year  to  print  the  valuation  list  of  said 
year. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  a  sum 
sufficient  to  place  a  marker  of  the  society  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution,  at  the  grave  of  each  revolutionary  soldier 
or  sailor  buried  in  this  town,  the  expense  not  to  exceed  one  dol¬ 
lar  each. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant,  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  thereof  at  each  of  the  following  places  in  said 
town,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meet¬ 
ing,  viz  : — At  the  post-office,  and  on  the  door  of  the  schoolhouse 
in  Albeeville,  and  at  the  post-office  in  South  Milford. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  or  Town  Clerk,  before  the 
time  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  eighteenth  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety-five. 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE, 

ALBERT  W.  GASKILL, 
LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE  VARIOUS 

BOARDS  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  JWENDON, 


INCLUDING  REPORT  OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


FOR  THE 


Municipal  Year  Ending:  March  2,  1896. 


MILFORD,  MASS. 
Cook  &  Sons,  Printers, 
1896. 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


The  undersigned,  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  2d,  1896,  respectfully  submits  the 
following  account  of  his  doings  :  — 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  the  following  items,  viz  : — 
To  cash  received  of  the  Treasurer  of  Mendon 
for  the  municipal  year  ending  March  4, 

1895 . .  $330  49 

To  cash  borrowed  on  7  Town  notes .  4,800  00 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer : 

Balance  Corporation  tax  for  1894 .  11  26 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer  : 

Corporation  tax  for  1895 .  .  $129  81 

National  bank  tax .  . .  461  11 

State  Aid.  Chap.  301  and  279,  Acts  1894,  464  00 


—  $1,054  92 


To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  School 

fund .  369  20 

To  cash  received  of  County  Treasurer,  Dog 

tax . . .  161  18 

To  cash  received  of  the  Collector  of  Taxes 

for  the  year  1894 .  513  68 

To  cash  received  of  the  Collector  of  Taxes 

for  the  year  1895 .  5,963  89 

To  cash  received  of  Edward  L.  Smith  for  rent 

of  Town  Hall  to  April  1,  1895 .  119  25 

To  cash  received  for  Annals  of  Mendon .  5  50 

To  cash  received  of  I.  O.  Rhodes  for  use  of 

telephone .  35  55 

To  cash  received  of  S.  Warren  Cook,  auc¬ 
tioneer’s  license .  2  00 

To  cash  received  of  I.  O.  Rhodes,  butcher’s 

license .  1  00 

To  cash  received  of  I.  O.  Rhodes  for  use  of 

hay  scales  to  April  1,  1896 .  1  65 

To  cash  received  of  A.  W.  G-askill  for  sale  of 

old  plank .  1  00 


$13,370  57 


3 


The  Treasurer  credits  himself  with  the  following  items,  viz  : — 

To  paying  99  Town  orders .  5,562  45 

44  6  Town  notes .  3,000  00 

‘4  interest .  103  20 

44  School  Committee .  3,430  38 

State  tax .  330  00 

To  cash  on  hand .  944  54 

$13,370  57 

NATHAN  R.  GEORGE, 

Treasurer. 

Mendon,  Feb.  17,  1896. 

AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 

Dr. 

1895. 

Feb.  17  To  cash  in  Milford  Savings  Bank .  $472  00 

To  interest  to  October  1,  1895 .  19  06 

$491  06 
Cr. 

By  cash  paid  on  order  No.  2 .  11  88 

By  cash  paid  on  order  No.  3 .  4  00 

By  cash  in  Milford  Savings  Bank .  475  18 

$491  06 

NATHAN  R.  GEORGE, 
Treasurer. 


Mendon,  Feb.  17,  1896. 
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SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
expenditures  of  the  town  for  the  municipal  year  ending  March  2nd, 


1896. 


INCIDENTALS. 


L.  D.  Chipman,  storage  of  extinguisher,  12 months...  $  12  00 

L.  D.  Chipman,  care  of  extinguisher  room .  3  00 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal  for  extinguisher  room .  6  50 

Williams  Bros.,  coal  for  extinguisher  room .  6  75 

Henry  C.  Snell,  services  in  criminal  cases .  9  32 

A.  A.  Jenkins,  services  in  criminal  cases .  6  22 

A.  S.  Osborne,  M.  D.,  reporting  births  and  deaths. ..  1  00 

Sanford,  Sawtelle  &  Co.,  assessors  blanks .  5  00 

P.  B.  Murphy,  assessors  blanks .  1  80 

Arthur  B.  Curtis,  safe  and  carting .  30  08 

J.  L.  Davenport,  services  night  of  July  3rd .  2  00 

Edw.  L.  Smith,  services  night  of  July  3rd . 2  00 

Wm.  H.  Bennett,  labor  painting  Library . 13  87 

E.  C.  Claflin,  lead  and  oil  for  same .  9  86 

W.  Taft,  labor  in  old  cemetery .  4  05 

J.  A.  George,  labor  in  old  cemetery .  7  50 

H.  C.  Adams,  insurance  premium  on  Lockup .  3  00 

H.  C.  Adams,  recording  and  expressage. .  21  08 

Edw.  L.  Smith,  key  for  Lockup .  40 

J.  A.  George,  cash  paid . . . . .  5  83 

J.  M.  Wood,  returning  10  deaths .  2  50 

G.  Gaskill,  repairs  on  Lockup .  40 

I.  O.  Rhodes,  operator,  use  of  telephone,  one  year  to 

March  1,  1896 .  60  00 


$214  16 


BARGE  ACCIDENT  OF  MARCH  15,  1896. 


Emma  L.  Taylor .  $600  00 

Nancy  A.  and  Ella  F.  Thayer .  450  00 

H.  G.  and  Mrs.  Wilcox .  325  00 

Lucy  A.  Welch .  175  00 

Sadie  Kelly .  125  00 


Sarah  Garnsey .  $50  00 

Emma  Mowry....  .  25  00 

Woon.  Teaming  Co. . .  50  00 

-  $1800  00 

E.  E.  Cook,  carriage  hire .  5  00 

W.  J.  Clarke,  M.  D.,  services .  10  00 

Williams  &  Williams,  services .  25  00 

L.  Grow,  services .  4  00 

-  44  00 


$1844  00 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Gilbert  Gaskill,  lockup  keeper .  5  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  auditor  for  1894 .  3  00 

E.  A.  Snow,  assessor  for  1895  and  cash  paid .  35  40 

E.  A.  Snow,  additional  labor  as  assessor .  18  50 

Willard  S.  Wilcox,  assessor  for  1895 .  35  00 

Albert  W.  Gaskill,  assessor  for  1895  and  cash  paid..  35  29 

Horace  S.  Coleman,  ballot  clerk,  Nov.  5,  1895 .  2  50 

Milo  A.  Gaskill,  ballot  clerk,  Nov.  5,  1895 .  2  50 

Edward  L.  Smith,  constable  to  March  2,  1896 .  15  00 

Albert  W.  Gaskill,  inspector  of  dom.  animals  to  June 

5,1895 .  5  00 

Albert  W.  Gaskill,  inspector  of  dom.  animals,  June  5, 

1895,  to  March  1,  1896 .  40  00 

Albert  W.  Gaskill,  selectman  and  registrar .  40  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  selectman  and  registrar .  30  00 

Julius  A.  George,  selectman  and  registrar .  60  00 

Horace  C.  Adams,  registrar  and  election  officer .  15  00 

Nathan  R.  George,  treasurer . 50  00 


$392  19 

AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND, 

Cash  paid  out .  $15  88 


ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

The  selectmen,  as  required  by  Chapter  98  of  the  Acts  of  1889. 
appointed  a  superintendent  of  streets.  Frank  Taft  was  appointed 
as  such  superintendent,  and  his  compensation  was  fixed  at  25 
cents  per  hour  of  actual  service.  Attention  is  called  to  his  report, 
following. 

Payments  on  account  of  roads  and  bridges  have  been  made  as 


follows,  viz : — 

Frank  Taft,  Supt.,  snow  bills .  $20  75 

Frank  Taft,  Supt.,  as  reported  below,  19  orders .  1,510  41 
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PRINTING. 

Cook  &  Sons .  $97  50 

G.  M.  Billings . 2  50 

$100  00 

TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Paid  trustees,  two  orders .  $125  00 

CARE  AND  SUPPLIES  OF  TOWN  HALL. 

E.  L.  Smith,  care  of  hall  to  April  1,  1895 .  $55  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  sundries  for  hall  to  April  l,  1895 .  18  07 

L.  A.  Cook,  coal  .  25  50 

Williams  Bros.,  coal .  41  07 

$139  64 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS,  SCHOOL  BOOKS,  INCIDENTALS 
AND  APPARATUS. 

Paid  school  committee,  one  order..... .  $2,900  00 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Paid  overseers  of  poor,  11  orders .  $665  00 

SOLDIERS’  RELIEF,  CHAPTER  298,  ACTS  OF  1889. 

Payments  made  for  relief  of  Mrs.  Stephen  Scisco,  as  follows, 
viz : — 

J.  M.  French,  M  D.,  medicine  and  attendance .  $26  80 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  wood .  6  50 

Clark  &  Barnes,  groceries . . .  2  00 

$35  30 

MILITARY  AID  UNDER  CHAPTER  279,  ACTS  OF  1894. 
John  Oakford . .  $96  00 
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STATE  AID  TO  PENSIONERS  UNDER  CHAPTER  301, 
ACTS  OF  1894. 

Abijah  S.  Claflin .  $  20  00 

Joanna  Curley .  48  00 

Melinda  W.  Cummings .  48  00 

Rufus  Hazard .  48  00 

James  McKenna . 16  00 

David  A.  Kingman .  36  00 

Thomas  L.  Munsell .  12  00 

George  W.  Scisco .  48  00 

Caleb  V.  A.  Smith .  48  00 

Waterman  Taft .  48  00 

Annette  L.  Weatherhead .  48  00 


$420  00 

RECAPITULATION. 

Incidentals . . .  $214  16 

Barge  accident .  1,844  00 

Town  officers .  392  19 

Snow  bills . 20  75 

Roads  and  bridges .  1,510  41 

Printing . . .  100  00 

Taft  public  library .  125  00 

Town  Hall .  139  64 

Schools . . .  2,900  00 

Poor .  665  00 

Soldiers’  Relief,  Chap.  298,  Acts  of  1889 .  35  30 

Military  aid,  Chap.  279,  Acts  of  1894 .  96  00 

vState  aid,  Chap.  301,  Acts  of  1894 .  420  00 

$8,462  45 

The  selectmen  report  the  available  assets  of  the  town,  known 
to  them,  are  as  follows,  viz  : — 

Due  from  collector  of  1894 .  92  73 

Due  from  collector  of  1895 .  646  72 

Due  from  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  300,  to  Jan.  1, 

1896,  12  months .  414  00 

Due  from  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  301,  to  March 

1,  1896,  2  months .  76  00 

Due  from  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  279,  to  Jan.  1, 

1896,  12  months .  48  00 

Due  from  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  279,  to  March 

1,  1896,2  months .  8  00 
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Due  from  state,  1-2  salary  of  the  iuspector  of  animals 

and  provisions,  June  5,  1895  to  March,  1896 .  20  00 

Due  from  Clark  &  Barnes,  1-2  hay  scale  fees,  to 

Feb.  15,  1896 .  9  25 

Cash  in  hands  of  treasurer .  944  54 


$2,259  24 

The  liabilities  of  the  town,  so  far  as  known,  are 


as  follows,  viz  : — 

Outstanding  bills,  estimated .  10  00 

Due  town  officers,  estimated .  150  00 

Outstanding  note . - .  1,800  00 

Interest  on  same  to  date  at  4  1-2  per  cent .  51  30 


Net  balance  in  favor  of  the  town 
Respectfully  submitted, 


$2,011  30 
$247  94 


JULIUS  A.  GEORGE, 

ALBERT  W.  GASKILL, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


Mendon,  Feb.  17,  1896. 


APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1895. 


Support  of  schools . $1,700  00 

School  incidentals .  300  00 

School  text  books .  200  00 

School  apparatus .  50  00 

District  superintendent  of  schools .  400  00 

To  repay  money  advanced  by  school  committee .  250  00 

Support  of  poor . 700  00 

Repairs  of  roads  and  bridges .  1,500  00 

Taft  public  library .  175  00 

Town  incidentals  .  800  00 

Interest . 100  00 

Suppression  of  gambling,  liquor  selling  and  vice .  50  00 

Markers  for  graves  of  Revolutionary  soldiers .  50  00 


$6,275  00 


9 


REPORT  OF 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS. 


report  for  the  municipal  year  ending  March  2,  1896  : — 

The  superintendent  debits  himself  to  19  town  orders..  $1,510  41 
He  credits  himself  by  paying  the  following  bills : — 

C.  B.  Williams,  for  labor  with  team .  456  80 

Thomas  J.  Lapham,  for  labor  with  team . „ .  40  00 

Frank  Taft,  for  labor  with  team .  53  24 

Luther  E.  Taft,  for  labor  with  team .  14  00 

Z.  R.  Higgins,  for  labor  with  team  and  gravel .  13  22 

Michael  Head,  for  labor .  198  96 

S.  E.  Everton,  44  98  25 

Thomas  H.  Pierce,  44  43  20 

Albert  W.  Barrows,  44  42  15 

John  M.  Town,  44  2  40 

Alonzo  Brown,  44  3  00 

Frank  Taft,  as  superintendent.  „ .  357  33 

Edward  Dudley,  for  gravel  and  posts .  39  09 

Albert  W.  Gaskill,  for  gravel  and  bridge  timber .  24  62 

Mrs.  H.  S.  Swan,  for  gravel .  46  24 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  4 4  .  11  44 

Lewis  B.  Gaskill,  44  and  labor .  5  25 

Stephen  Cook,  for  gravel . . .  2  72 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  44  2  16 

Henry  C.  Horton,  44  1  20 

James  R.  Best,  44  1  62 

W.  S.  Wilcox,  lumber  for  bridges .  36  48 

John  Barry,  for  repairs .  8  30 

Henry  W.  Brown,  for  repairs . .  2  00 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  for  supplies .  1  91 

Clark  &  Barnes,  44  3  33 

F.  Tompkins,  Jr.,  44  . . .  50 

David  F.  Holbrook,  44  1  00 


$1,510  41 

Team  work .  $386  34 

FRANK  TAFT, 

Superintendent  of  Streets. 


Feb.  12,  1896. 
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COLLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Dr. 

Balance  uncollected,  Feb.  15,  1895 .  $  584  98 

Interest  received  . .  21  43 

-  $606  41 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  treasurer .  $513  68 

Balance  uncollected,  Feb.  15,  1896 .  92  73 

-  $606  41 


GEORGE  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes  1894. 


Dr. 


To  taxes  committed  for  collection .  $7,132  00 

Additional  assessment .  24  50 

Interest  received .  33  15 

-  $7,189  65 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  treasurer .  $5,963  89 

Paid  county  tax .  513  00 

Abatements .  66  04 


$6,542  93 

Balance  uncollected,  Feb.  15,  1896 .  646  72 

-  $7,189  65 


GEORGE  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes  1895. 


REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
municipal  year,  ending  March  2,  1896. 

John  W.  Barry,  Dennis  Holland,  Mary  C.  Taft,  Edna  Allen, 
Edna  French,  children  of  Andrew  H.  Gould  (having  a  settlement 
in  Mendon),  Samuel  E.  Everton  and  family,  Joseph  H.  Wood  and 
wife,  and  John  Kearnon  (belonging  to  Uxbridge),  John 
Connors  (belonging  to  Northbridge),  Artemus  Bennett  (a  state 
pauper),  have  been  wholly  or  partially  supported. 

The  overseers  charge  themselves  with  the  receipt  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  named  funds  belonging  to  the  town 

Balance  from  last  year .  $  108  10 

Eleven  town  orders .  665  00 

Town  of  Uxbridge .  175  06 

Town  of  Northbridge .  15  00 

Town  of  Douglas .  24  00 

-  $987  16 

The  Overseers  credit  themselves  with  paying  the  following 
amounts : — 

For  support  of  : — 

John  W.  Barry .  $169  46 

Dennis  Holland .  169  46 

Mary  C.  Taft .  124  19 

Edna  Allen .  104  00 

Edna  French .  19  50 

Children  of  Andrew  H.  Gould .  120  00 

Samuel  E.  Everton  and  family .  35  48 

Joseph  H.  Wood  and  wife .  82  02 

John  Kearnon .  33  81 

John  Connors .  15  00 

Artemus  Bennett .  15  07 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  care  of  202  tramps 

and  sundries  for  tramp  house. ...  31  97 

Thomas  &  Walcott,  three  blankets  for 

tramp  house .  2  25 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  wood  for  tramp  house.  4  98 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  services .  6  00 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  services .  6  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  services . 35  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  postage .  1  24 

Cash  on  hand  to  balance .  11  73 


$987  16 
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From  the  whole  amount  paid  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  poor .  $975  43 

Deduct  what  was  due  for  the  support  of 

the  paupers  to  March  4,  1895 .  $101  50 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  S.  E.  Ever- 

ton  and  family .  35  48 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  Joseph  H. 

Wood  and  wife .  82  02 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  John  Kearnon.  33  81 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  John  Conners.  15  00 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  Artemus 

Bennett .  15  07 

-  282  88 

$692  55 

Add  what  will  be  due  for  support  of  pau¬ 
pers  to  March  2,  1896 .  100  64 


Cost  of  supporting  the  poor  for  the  year 

ending  March  2,  1896 .  $793  19 

Due  from  Uxbridge,  Jan.  1,  1896 .  $12  50 

Due  from  Commonwealth .  15  07 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GILBERT  GASKILL. 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


Mendon,  Feb.  17,  1896. 
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REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK. 


DOGS  REGISTERED  IN  1895. 

84  male  dogs .  8168  00 

5  female  dogs .  25  00 

-  8193  00 


Registration  fees . 

Paid  County  Treasurer 


17  80 
175  20 

-  193  00 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1895. 

DATE  OF 

BIRTH  NAME  OF  CHILD.  NAME  OF  PARENTS. 

1893. 

July  28,  Leslie  Melvin  Burr,  Henry  M.  and  Cora  E.  Burr. 

1895. 


Jan.  10,  George  Metcalf  Barrows, 

18,  Margaret  Catherine  Driscoll. 
Feb.  22,  John  Edward  Gould, 

Mar.  29,  Forrest  Edgar  Pearson, 

31,  Grace  Helen  Taft, 

May  27,  Nathan  Barrows, 

Juue  9,  Edward  Newton  Kinsley, 
July  1,  Alice  Eva  Brooks, 

12,  Agnes  Harrington, 

Sept.  1,  Michael  Best, 

1,  James  Best, 

Oct.  5,  Carl  Bradley  Munyon, 

Dec.  21,  Beatrice  Taft, 

31,  Raymond  Eli  Bates, 


Alfred  I.  and  Lizzie  A.  Barrows. 
Florence  and  Margaret  E.  Driscoll. 
J.  Fitzpatrick  and  Mary  T.  Gould. 
Irving  E.  and  Jennie  E.  Pearson. 
Leonard  E.  and  Susan  M.  Taft. 
Albert  W.  and  Alice  L.  Barrows. 
Percy  T.  and  Jennie  L.  Kinsley. 
Cyril  S.  and  Selina  Brooks. 
Michael  T.  and  Mary  J. Harrington. 
James  R.  and  Ellen  E.  Best. 
James  R.  and  Ellen  E.  Best. 
Albert  E.  and  Mary  S.  Munyon. 
George  M.  and  Emma  A.  Taft. 
Rupert  F.  and  Margaret  F.  Bates. 


MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1895. 


DATE  OF  MARRIAGE. 

1894. 

Aug.  22, 

1895. 

Apr.  3, 

Apr.  26, 


NAME  OF  GROOM  AND  BRIDE 

Robert  L.  Blanchard, 

Mary  Josephine  Sprague, 

Percy  Taft  Kinsley, 

Jennie  Laura  Nutter, 

Ernest  Corwin  Drew, 

Grace  Hannah  Ames, 


RESIDENCE 

Walpole 

Mendon. 

Mendon. 

Mendon. 

So.  Killingly,  Ct. 
So.  Killingly,  Ct. 


MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1895 — Continued. 


DATE  OF  MARRIAGE. 

NAME  OF  GROOM  AND  BRIDE. 

RESIDENCE. 

1895. 

June  27, 

Fred  Irving  Vose, 

Cumberland,  R.  I, 

Malvina  Elsie  Hill, 

Mendon. 

Aug.  28, 

Silas  A.  Dudley, 

Milford. 

Carrie  V.  Jordon, 

Milford, 

Sept.  1, 

Henry  W.  Brown, 

Mendon. 

EmmaL.  Abbott, 

Mendon. 

Oct.  23, 

Robert  Brown,  Jr., 

Mendon. 

Annie  Irons, 

Uxbridge. 

Oct.  30, 

Floyd  Everett  Darling, 

Mendon. 

Emma  Augusta  Irons, 

Uxbridge. 

Oct.  31, 

Rollin  Jerome  Wilber, 

Milford. 

Emily  Sophia  Gaskill, 

Mendon. 

Dec.  25, 

William  Eager  Twitchell, 

Mendon. 

Margaret  Josephine  Thompson, 

Mendon. 

DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1895. 


DATE  OF  DEATH.  NAME. 

AGE. 

RESIDENCE. 

1895. 

Y. 

M. 

D. 

Jan.  19, 

Margaret  C.  Driscoll, 

1 

Mendon. 

Mar.  26, 

Serena  E.  Taft, 

45 

1 

9 

Mendon. 

Apr.  4, 

Richard  H.  Hill, 

64 

20 

Mendon. 

6, 

Minerva  Daniels, 

54 

9 

17 

Mendon. 

30, 

Jennie  Chipman, 

32 

9 

9 

Mendon. 

May  4, 

Adelaide  Parkhurst, 

56 

29 

Mendon. 

7, 

Betsey  F.  Wilcox, 

78 

9 

19 

Mendon. 

June  3, 

Nathan  George  Daniels 

43 

3 

2 

Mendon. 

July  6, 

Ellen  McKenna, 

60 

Mendon. 

10, 

James  McKenna, 

66 

Mendon. 

Aug.  27, 

Forrest  E.  Pearson, 

5 

28 

Mendon. 

Sept.  8, 

John  R.  Hayward, 

75 

9 

Mendon. 

12, 

Benjamin  F.  Aldrich, 

67 

4 

10 

Mendon. 

16, 

Rachel  S.  Wheelock, 

73 

5 

19 

Mendon. 

Oct.  12, 

John  0.  Connor, 

51 

Mendon. 

Dec.  28, 

Barbara  Rittman, 

65 

7 

Mendon. 

The  attention  of  parents  and  others  is  called  to  the  report  of 
births,  marriages  and  deaths.  If  any  errors  are  discovered  the 
town  clerk  should  be  notified,  that  they  may  be  corrected.  Blanks 
for  making  the  return  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  can  always 
be  obtained  of  the  town  clerk. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 
Town  Clerk. 


Mendon,  Feb.  15,  1896. 


FIFTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  TAFT  PUBLIG  LIBRARY. 


The  Trustees  submit  the  following  report.  They  have  but 
little  to  add  to  the  report  of  the  Librarian  submitted  herewith. 
The  books  were  examined  on  Feb.  5th,  current,  and  the 
library  re-opened  on  Feb.  8th.  The  books  were  all  accounted 
for,  and  found  in  satisfactory  condition.  It  was  found 
practicable  to  get  along  one  year  more  without  additional  shelving, 
and  the  part  of  the  last  annual  appropriation  intended  for  that 
purpose  was  not  expended,  but  it  will  hardly  be  possible  to  defer 
the  putting  in  of  such  shelves  for  another  year. 

The  Trustees  have  tried,  for  a  few  weeks,  the  experiment  of 
opening  the  Library  on  Wednesday  afternoons  in  addition  to 
Saturday  afternoon  and  evening,  but  so  little  use  was  made  of  this 
additional  opportunity  to  use  the  Library  that  the  Wednesday 
opening  has  been  abandoned. 

The  Trustees  consider  themselves  fortunate  in  securing  for 
the  ensuing  year  the  services  of  Mrs.  Sara  F.  Towne,  the  efficient 
Librarian  of  the  past  four  years.  Two  copies  of  the  Annals  of 
Mendon  have  been  sold  the  past  year,  and  one  copy  exchanged  for 
a  town  history 

The  thanks  of  the  citizens  of  Mendon  are  tendered  to  all  who 
have  contributed  books,  magazines  or  literature  of  any  kind  to  the 
Library  the  past  year. 

The  Trustees  recommend  the  appropriation  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  Library  the  ensuing 
year. 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE, 

HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

Trustees  of  Taft  Public  Library. 
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LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  : — 

The  Library  was  re-opened  Feb.  10,  1895.  The  whole  num¬ 
ber  of  books  given  out  from  the  Library  during  the  year  was 
4,246. 

The  largest  number  delivered  any  Saturday,  was  106 ;  the 
smallest  number,  54  ;  the  average  number,  82. 

The  Library  was  also  opened  Wednesday,  p.  m.,  Dec.  11,  and 
each  succeeding  Wednesday,  except  Dec.  25th,  during  the  balance 
of  the  Library  year. 

The  largest  number  of  books  delivered  any  Wednesday,  was 
16  ;  the  smallest  number,  2  ;  the  entire  number,  66. 

The  delivery  by  divisions  was  as  follows :  Agriculture,  9  ; 
Biography,  52;  Documents,  3;  Fiction,  3,118;  History,  159; 
Poetry,  74 ;  Miscellaneous,  28  ;  Periodicals,  650  ;  Religion,  8  ; 
Science,  43  ;  Travels,  94. 

One  hundred  thirteen  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  Library. 
The  town  purchased  85  volumes  ;  27  books  have  been  given  :  10 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth ;  6  by  the  the  Suffolk 
Registry  of  Deeds ;  2  by  Hon.  J.  H.  Walker ;  2  by  the  Bureau  of 
Education  ;  1  by  the  N.  E.  Hist,  and  Gen.  Society ;  1  by  the  Civil 
Service  Commission ;  1  by  the  Mass.  G.  A.  R.  ;  1  by  W.  K. 
Watkins  ;  1  by  the  Trustees  of  Cary  Library,  Lexington  ;  1  by  the 
Librarian  of  Uxbridge  Library  ;  1  by  the  town. 

One  book  was  received  in  exchange  for  copy  of  the  Annals  of 
Mendon. 

A  number  of  pamplets  have  also  been  given.  Whole  number 
of  books  in  the  Library,  3,405. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SARA  F.  TOWNE, 

Librarian. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public 
Library  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  1,  1896. 

Dr. 


Balance  from  1895 . 

Cash  received  on  two  town  orders . 

“  of  J.  F.  Darling  for  paper . 

“  of  SaraF.Towne,  catologues, 
fines  and  cards . 


12  32 
125  00 
1  84 


4  00 


$143  16 
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Cr. 


Cash  paid  W.  B  Clarke  &  Co.  for  books .  $  77  27 

G.  M.  Billings  for  labels . . .  2  00 

for  express  on  books .  1  40 

Sara  F.  Towne,  services  as  Librarian  54  20 

Cash  on  hand . . . •. .  8  29 

-  $143  16 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 
Treasurer. 

Mendon,  Feb.  14,  1896. 


Examined  and  found  correct  and  with  proper  vouchers. 

J.  A.  GEORGE, 

ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

Auditing  Committee. 


/ 
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AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Selectmen,  Treasurer, 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Superintendent  of  Streets,  Town  Clerk, 
School  Committee  and  Collector  of  Taxes.  ATso  the  accounts  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  for  the 
Municipal  year  ending  March  2,  1896,  and  find  them  correctly 
kept  and  with  proper  vouchers. 

CHARLES  H.  ALLEN, 

Auditor. 

Mendon,  Feb.  17,  1896. 
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Cook  &  Sons,  Ppinters, 


ORGANIZATION  OF 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  l895-'96. 


HENRY  W.  GASKILL,  Chairman,  Term  expires  1897 

ERWIN  A.  SNOW,  Secretary,  “  1898 
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Superintendent, 
ELMER  E.  SHERMAN. 


Truant  Officers, 

W.  W.  NELSON, 


LYMAN  COOK, 


EDWARD  L.  SMITH. 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  : — 

The  following  report  of  the  School  Committee  is  respectfully 
submitted : — 

The  Committee  organized  March  n,  and  assigned  the  gen¬ 
eral  care  of  school  property  as  follows: 

West  and  Albeeville,  Henry  W.  Gaskill ;  Center  and  North, 
Erwin  A.  Snow ;  South  and  East,  Lyman  Cook.  Erwin  A. 
Snow  was  re-appointed  School  Book  Agent. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  District  Committee  in  April,  Mr.  Sher¬ 
man  was  re-elected  Superintendent  of  Schools.  The  condition  of 
the  schools  has  steadily  improved  under  his  supervision,  and  it  is 
the  sincere  belief  of  your  Committee  that  the  schools  are  in  better 
condition  and  are  obtaining  better  results  than  at  any  time  with¬ 
in  the  knowledge  of  your  present  Committee.  The  work  that 
has  brought  about  this  result  was  begun,  and  much  was  accom¬ 
plished,  under  our  former  Superintendent. 

Much  to  the  regret  of  your  Committee  it  has  been  found  nec¬ 
essary  to  do  something  to  stop  the  careless  and  rough  usage 
of  school  books.  In  some  cases  a  new  book  has  been  ren¬ 
dered  worthless  after  being  used  but  one  term.  This  of  course 
is  needless.  The  books  are  purchased  by  the  Town  and  loaned 
the  pupils,  and  thev  are  expected  to  take  reasonable  care  of  them, 
and  if  lost  or  damaged  maliciously,  or  carelessly,  should  be  paid 
for  by  the  pupil  to  whom  they  are  loaned. 

They  have,  therefore,  adopted  the  following  rule  : 

That  all  books  belonging  to  the  Town,  lost,  or  damaged,  be¬ 
yond  a  resonable  wear,  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  pupil  to  whom 
they  are  loaned. 

As  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Committee  to  have  as  many  local 
teachers  as  possible,  and  as  it  is  also  desirable  that  they  should 
have  some  training  before  beginning  to  teach,  we  decided  that 
any  graduate  of  the  High  school  desiring  to  teach  may  apply  to 
the  Committee  for  the  privilege  of  training  in  our  schools. 

The  East  school  has  been  closed  during  the  year,  and  the 
children  conveyed  to  the  South. 

This  is  an  advantage  to  both  schools,  as  it  gives  us  one  fair¬ 
sized  school  in  place  of  two  small  ones.  There  were  but  six 
scholars  in  the  East  school  at  the  time  the  change  was  made,  and 
it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  do  much  with  a  school  of  six  or  eight 
scholars.  It  also  enables  us  to  give  them  the  benefit  of  a  much 
better  teacher  without  any  extra  expense  to  the  town. 
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During  the  year  new  blackboards  have  been  put  in  the  Pri¬ 
mary  room,  and  partly  in  the  South  school  house,  some  other 
repairs  have  also  been  made  at  the  South ;  this  building  is  now  in 
very  good  condition.  The  North  school  house  has  been  thor¬ 
oughly  repaired  inside,  with  the  exception  of  the  blackboards, 
these  we  hope  to  put  in  some  time  in  the  near  future.  This  building 
will  then  be  in  good  condition.  The  buildings  and  fence  at  the 
Center  need  painting  badly.  This  should  be  done  this  year. 

We  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  annexed  report  of  the 
Superintendent  on  the  condition  and  needs  of  the  schools. 

We  would  respectfully  recommend  the  following  appropria¬ 
tions  for  the  ensuing  year : — 


Support  of  schools  and  transportation .  $1,750  00 

Text  books  and  supplies . .  200  00 

Incidentals .  300  00 

Superintendent .  250  00 

Apparatus .  50  00 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 
Receipts. 


Appropriations : — 

Support  of  schools  and  transportation .  $1,700  00 

Text  books  and  supplies .  200  00 

Incidentals . .< .  300  00 

Apparatus . 5°  00 

Superintendent .  400  00 

To  repay  school  committee .  250  00 

Other  resources : — 

Balance  on  hand  March  1,  1895 .  4  25 

Income  from  state  school  fund .  369  20 

“  dog  tax . .  161  18 

Received  from  the  state  on  account  of 

Superintendent .  416  67 

Received  from  town  of  Uxbridge  for 

tuition .  10  00 

Received  from  town  of  Upton  for 

tuition .  12  5° 

Received  from  sale  of  supplies .  79 

u  for  rent  of  school  room .  1  00 


$35875  -59 
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Expenditures  for  the  Year. 


Teachers’  wages: — 

Fred  N.  Havener,  High . 

Eulalia  B.  Gardner,  High . 

Alice  C.  Munsey,  High . 

Sara  E.  Peckham,  Grammar . 

Mary  E.  Dudley,  Primary . 

Gertrude  F.  Brown,  Primary . . 

Katherine  E.  Evans,  Primary . 

Katherine  E.  Evans,  North . . 

Alice  R.  Walker,  North . 

Lucy  M.  French,  South . 

Kate  G.  Gilmore,  South . 

Ruth  B.  Cornwell,  West . . . 

Amy  Cornwell,  West . 

Mary  L.  Wood,  West . 

Florence  E.  Snow,  Albeeville . 

Frank  H.  Lowell,  music  teacher . 

Fuel : — 

Cook  &  Wilcox,  wood,  Center . 

John  M.  Towne,  cutting  and  housing 

same . . . 

Cook  &  Wilcox,  wood,  North . . 

E.  A.  Snow,  cash  paid  fitting  same . 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  wood  and  fitting 

same,  West  and  Albeeville . 

Williams  Bros.,  coal,  North . . . 

Williams  Bros.,  coal,  Center . 

Lyman  Cook,  wood  and  fitting  same, 
South . 

Care  of  school  rooms: — 

Katherine  E.  Evans,  North . 

Alice  R.  Walker,  “  . 

Lucy  M.  French,  South . . 

Kate  G.  Gilmore,  “  . 

Ruth  B.  Cornwell,  West . 

Mary  L.  Wood,  44  . . 

Florence  E.  Snow,  Albeeville . 

E.  A.  Snow,  Center . . 

John  L.  Davenport,  cleaning,  North . 

E.  A.  Snow,  cash  paid,  cleaning, 

Center . 

E.  A.  Snow,  cash  paid,  supplies  for 
cleaning . . . 


$17* 

87 

55 

55. 

236 

10 

384 

00 

I  IO 

00 

99 

00 

90 

00 

176 

00 

90 

00 

1 12 

00 

*44 

00 

l75 

00 

1 8 

00 

24 

00 

224 

00 

32 

00 

9 

0  I 

0  1 

4 

00 

4 

5o 

1 

75 

35 

90 

18 

00 

27 

00 

1 1 

88 

6 

00 

5 

00 

2 

5° 

5 

5° 

8 

25 

75 

8 

00 

32 

00 

5 

00 

$2,141  52 


102  03 


5  35 
44 


79  29 
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Text  books  and  supplies  : — 

Amount  purchased  as  per  report  of 
school  book  agent . . 

Apparatus : — 

J.  L.  Hammett . . 

George  S.  Perry  &  Co. . 

E.  E.  Sherman . - 

Silver,  Burdette  &  Co . . . 

E.  O.  Vaile . 

Superintendent : — 

Elmer  E.  Sherman  . . . 

Transportation  of  scholars : — 

Lyman  Cook . . 

Paid  school  committee  money  advanced 
last  year . . 

Incidentals : — 

Geo.  S.  Perry,  liquid  slating  for  black¬ 
boards . 

Geo.  S.  Perry,  slate  blackboards, 

Primary . 

Geo.  S.  Perry,  brushes,  dustpans  and 

mat . 

E.  E.  Sherman,  cash  paid,  printing . 

“  expense  High  school 

graduation . 

E.  E.  Sherman,  express  paid . 

“  incidentals . 

“  traveling  expenses . 

W.  H.  Bennett,  putting  on  liquid 

plating . 

W.  H.  Bennett,  labor  and  material . 

(I  u  u 

North . . . 

W.  H.  Bennett,  labor  and  material, 

South . 

A.  H.  H.  Warren  &  Co.,  rebinding 

dictionaries . 

C.  H.  Allen,  labor  and  material  fur¬ 
nished,  Center . 

C.  H.  Allen,  labor  and  material  fur¬ 
nished,  South . 

Avery  &  Woodbury,  curtains  for  High 
school . 


196  03 

-  196  03 

18  97 

20  25 

4  °4 

6  2  5 
8  40 

-  57  91 

500  00 

-  500  00 

160  00 

-  1 60  00 

252  30 

-  252  30 


11  00 

18  48 

6  78 
67 

4  30 
5o 

2  6k 

5  74 

9  r5 
1  82 

20  75 

5  57 

6  00 

7  9° 
22  70 

4  74 
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Avery  &  Woodbury,  curtains  for  Gram¬ 
mar  school . . .  $  5  oo 

Avery  &  Woodbury,  waste  basket . .  90 

G.  M.  Billings,  printing  teachers’  cer¬ 
tificates . 1  5° 

John  L.  Davenport,  labor  and  material, 

North .  6  13 

S.  A.  Greenwood,  tables . 5  00 

Milton  Bradley  &  Co  ,  diplomas.... .  2  44 

Joseph  H.  Dudley,  services  at  the 

church  graduation  day .  1  00 

Lyman  Cook,  taking  school  census . .  1  00 

44  labor  and  material  fur¬ 
nished,  South . .  3  5° 

Lyman  Cook,  curtains,  South .  5  4° 

44  sundries .  20 

44  services  as  school  com¬ 
mittee .  1  25 

Lyman  Cook,  cash  paid  for  water, 

South .  2  00 

O.  D.  Case  &  Co.,  slate  blackboards 

for  South  school .  22  50 

J.  A.  Rice,  flag,  Albeeville .  3  25 

J.  L.  Hammett,  pencil  sharpener .  3  00 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  sundries .  1  95 

44  4 4  stove  door  and 

grate .  2  30 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  taking  school 

census .  2  00 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  service  as  school 

committee .  1  25 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  curtains  and  fixtures..  2  50 

44  locks .  1  90 

44  flag  and  express  on 

same,  West .  2  85 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  staff  and  halyards, 

West .  2  00 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  cash  paid  for  labor  3  00 

4  4  4  t  use  of 

well,  West . . 2  00 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  setting  glass .  5° 

J.  A.  George,  labor  of  man  on  stage 

for  High  school  graduation .  1  50 

W.  W.  Nelson,  use  of  well,  North .  3  00 

44  cleaning  privy  vaults....  1  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  use  of  well,  Center .  7  00 

* 
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E.  A.  Snow,  express  paid .  $  4  75 

44  postage  u  .  3  1 6 

44  cash  paid  for  freight 

and  carting .  5  68 

E.  A.  Snow,  cash  paid  for  fixing 

clock .  75 

E.  A.  Snow,  labor .  5  00 

44  traveling  expenses .  4  00 

44  cleaning  privy  vaults  and 

school  yard .  1  25 

E.  A.  Snow,  services  as  school  com¬ 
mittee .  2  50 

E.  A.  Snow,  taking  school  census . .  2  00 

44  setting  glass .  50 

44  service  as  sec’y  of  school 

committee .  10  00 

E.  A.  Snow,  service  as  school  book 

agent .  8  00 

E.  A.  Snow,  sundries .  1  45 


Cash  on  hand . 

From  the  whole  amount  take  money  paid 
school  committee  in  payment  of  money 


advanced  by  them  last  year .  252  30 

Cash  on  hand .  109  90 


T otal  cost  of  schools  for  the  year . 

Text  books  and  supplies  on  hand  less  than 
there  were  last  year . . 


Less  state  aid  received  for  Superintendent.. 
Net  cost  of  schools  for  the  year . 


RECAPITULATION. 


Resources . 

Expenditures : — 

Teachers’  wages .  2,141  52 

Fuel . * .  102  03 

Care  of  school  rooms .  79  29 


276  61 

3*765  69 

109  90 

3.875  59 

% 

362  20 

3?5T3  39 

31  9° 

3 ’545  29 
416  67 

3,128  62 

3.875  59 
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Text  books  and  supplies . .  $  196  03 

Apparatus . * .  57  91 

Superintendent .  5°°  00 

Transportation  of  scholars .  160  00 

Paid  school  committee  money  advanced  252  30 

Incidentals .  276  61 

Cash  on  hand .  109  90 

- 3^75  59 


HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 
ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

LYMAN  COOK, 

School  Committee. 


Mendon,  Feb.  15,  ig96. 


SCHOOL  BOOK  AGENT’S  REPORT. 


Dr. 

To  books  and  supplies  purchased  :  — 

American  Book  Co. .  21  56 

George  F.  King  &  Merrill .  31  3 7 

Ginn  &  Co . 59  3 1 

Edward  E.  Babb  &  Co . 6  45 

George  S.  Perry  &  Co .  39  22 

Silver,  Burdett  &  Co . 6  72 

Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co  .  10  60 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co .  1  86 

H.  E.  Holt .  6  67 

F.  Tompkins .  75 

Lee  &  Shepard .  1  12 

J.  L.  Hammett .  10  40 

Books  and  supplies  on  hand  March  1, 

1895  .  132  20 

-  328  23 

Cr. 

By  books  and  supplies  furnished  schools..  227  14 

Supplies  sold .  79 

Books  and  supplies  on  hand  March  1, 

1896  . 100  30 

-  328  23 


ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

School  Book  Agent. 


Mendon,  Feb.  15,  1896. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Mendon: — 

The  second  annual  report  of  the  District  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  and  the  fifth  in  the  series  of  Superintendent’s  reports,  is 
hereby  presented. 

The  general  condition  of  the  school  buildings  is  good.  That 
the  many  details  of  repairs  and  improvements  have  been  so  well 
attended  to,  is  due  to  the  care  and  energy  of  the  committee.  The 
average  attendance  upon  the  sessions  of  the  schools  has  been 
about  the  same  as  that  of  last  year.  The  East  and  South  schools 
joined  into  one  school,  show  a  gain  in  the  matter  of  regular  at¬ 
tendance.  Last  year  566  half  days’  absence  were  recorded  against 
these  schools ;  this  year  504  is  the  limit,  and  there  has  been  a 
better  record  in  the  matter  of  punctuality.  The  statistics  of 
1894-95  presented  a  total  of  371  tardy  marks,  while  this  year  that 
footing  has  been  reduced  to  333,  a  decrease  of  38,  which,  though 
small,  is  in  the  right  direction.  The  number  of  dismissals  is  too 
great.  Habits  of  punctuality  and  regular  attendance  are  well 
worth  the  effort  sometimes  necessary  to  form  them.  Parents  and 
teachers  may  feel  that  they  are  laying  a  foundation  for  future 
success,  when  they  insist  upon  a  strict  observance  of  these  rules. 
In  connection  with  this  matter  I  would  invite  the  attention  of  all 
to  the  appended  list  of  the  names  of  those  who,  by  their  regular 
attendance  and  punctuality,  have  earned  this  honor.  One  pupil, 
Master  Frederick  A.  Snow,  is  deserving  of  especial  mention. 

During  the  year  just  past,  there  have  been  some  changes 
which  we  believe  are  improvements.  There  has  also  been  much 
earnest  work  on  the  general  lines  indicated  in  the  last  report. 

One  important  change  in  textbooks  has  been  made.  The  old 
Appleton  Geography  has  been  superseded  by  the  Frye  Geogra¬ 
phy.  The  discarded  books  were  well  worn,  and  it  became  a 
question  of  replacing  them  from  the  same  series,  or  ex¬ 
changing  them  for  a  more  recent  publication.  Copies  of  Fiske’s 
United  States  History  and  of  an  Arithmetic  by  Prince  have  been 
provided.  Apparatus  for  the  teaching  of  physics,  and  a  few 
books  for  general  use,  have  been  furnished  the  High  School. 

Among  the  things  taught  in  our  schools,  letter- writing  and 
mental  arithmetic  are  given  prominence.  In  the  first,  the  sub¬ 
stance  as  well  as  the  form  is  emphasized,  thus  giving  drill  in  the 
correct  expression  of  thought ;  in  the  second,  various  methods 


are  followed — appealing  to  the  ear  by  oral  examples,  and  to  the 
eye  from  the  written  problem.  Quick  mechanical  work  to  give 
facility  and  careful  analysis  to  ascertain  the  why ,  are  required. 
Careful  outlines  to  guide  in  the  study  of  geography  and  history 
have  been  prepared. 

Geography  requires  a  wide  treatment,  wholly  different  from 
the  old  question  and  answer  method,  and  teachers  are  now  pre¬ 
paring  themselves  to  give  this  important  subject  its  proper  pre¬ 
sentation.  The  earth,  as  the  home  of  man,  is  what  the  child  is 
to  be  trained  to  observe  and  love,  and  we  begin  with  the  little 
fellow  in  his  first  year  at  school  by  adding  to  the  knowledge  he 
already  possesses  and  by  training  him  to  observe  more  closely 
the  world  of  nature  around  him,  and  leading  him  to  imagine  the 
wider  world  which  lies  beyond  his  vision. 

It  is  proposed  to  change  the  teaching  in  the  lower  grades 
from  the  slant  to  the  vertical  style  of  penmanship.  This  will  re¬ 
duce  the  perplexities  of  the  teacher,  as  the  vertical  script  is  much 
simpler  and  more  natural  for  the  child.  There  are  no  poor  writ¬ 
ers  in  the  vertical  script.  The  upright,  front  position  required 
is  not  detrimental  to  health,  nor  does  it  interfere  with  symmetri¬ 
cal  growth. 

The  whole-souled  teaching  of  the  history  of  our  beloved  land 
will  do  much  towards  awakening  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  its 
government  and  the  perpetuity  of  its  noble  institutions.  This 
should  be  followed  by  the  civil  government,  political  economy, 
general  history  and  English  literature  of  the  High  School  pro¬ 
gram.  Would  not  such  a  training  foster  love  of  country  and  tend 
to  develop  that  crowning  product  of  the  public  school — the  good 
citizen  ?  But  whatever  the  facilities  or  equipment  a  school  may 
have  at  its  disposal,  all  are  of  no  avail  if  the  teacher  be  incompe¬ 
tent.  The  most  direct  way  to  increase  the  power  and  efficiency 
of  the  schools  is  by  improving  the  teaching. 

I  think  it  is  true  that  the  town  has  at  present  some  excellent 
teachers.  They  are  marked  by  ability,  education  and  experience, 
and  the  faithful  work  they  are  doing,  in  drilling  their  pupils  upon 
the  essentials  of  the  “three  R’s,”  is  only  exceeded  in  value  by  the 
habits  of  industry,  thoughtfulness  and  courtesy  which  the  children 
are  acquiring.  The  example  of  such  teachers  is  an  inspiration 
towards  the  formation  of  strong  character. 

Teachers’  meetings  have  been  held  monthly.  At  these  meet¬ 
ings  the  teachers  and  the  superintendent  study  and  discuss  prin¬ 
ciples  of  education,  and  the  superintendent  advises  and  directs  in 
regard  to  school  work.  A  teachers’  institute  including  the  teach¬ 
ers  of  the  three  towns  comprising  the  district,  was  held  in  Hope- 
dale,  May  22  and  another  in  Mendon,  Nov.  7.  The  programs 
consisted  of  papers  and  exercises  from  the  teachers  and  of  ad¬ 
dresses  from  several  leading  educators.  These  meetings  are  open 


to  any  one,  and  parents  and  friends  of  education  are  cordially 
invited  to  attend  any  or  all  of  them. 

The  High  School  year  has  been  again  extended  to  include 
thirty-six  weeks.  This  gives  time  to  do  more  for  the  pupils,  and 
•the  course  has  been  modified  to  accord  with  the  changed  time. 
An  outline  of  the  course  of  study  is  appended.  A  large  class  is 
fitting,  in  the  various  schools,  to  enter  the  High  School  next 
September.  The  membership  for  the  coming  year  will  probably 
be  double  that  for  the  past  year. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

A  report  of  the  schools  which  did  not  frankly  state  the  needs 
of  the  schools  would  be  incomplete. 

First :  I  would  recommend  a  larger  appropriation  to  enable 
the  committee,  without  reducing  the  salaries  of  our  teachers,  to 
extend  the  general  school  year  from  thirty-two  to  thirty- six  weeks. 
It  would  be  better  if  the  children  were  in  school  a  part  of  the 
time  now  included  in  the  long  vacation  following  the  winter 
term.  A  good  teacher  for  a  short  year  is  preferable  to  a  poor 
teacher  for  a  long  year,  and  as  good  teachers  can  rarely  be  obtain¬ 
ed,  and  never  kept,  at  low  wages,  it  is  necessary  with  the  present 
resources  at  their  command  for  the  committee  to  continue  the 
short  school  year. 

Second :  I  would  recommend  that  the  policy  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  in  gradually  supplying  slate  boards  for  the  schools  be  con¬ 
tinued,  and  that  the  West  school  and  Grammar  school  be  next  in 
order. 

Third :  The  greatest  need  of  the  Mendon  schools  at  present 
is  a  suitable  building  at  the  center.  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
say  that  the  present  building  was  never  designed  for  school  pur¬ 
poses,  and  is  entirely  unfitted  for  school  use.  The  primary  room 
is  the  most  unfortunate.  It  is  dark,  small,  draughty  and  so  impos¬ 
sible  to  ventilate  that  the  air  is  always  impure. 

Those  who  have  attended  or  taught  the  High  school,  realize 
the  endless  annoyance  and  vexation  attendant  upon  the  use  of  the 
room  for  other  than  school  purposes.  The  constant  packing  and 
unpacking  of  books  and  apparatus,  and  the  impossibility  of  suita¬ 
ble  seats  and  desks,  render  the  work  more  difficult  than  it  should 
be,  to  say  nothing  of  the  associations  of  the  room  with  every 
passing  show. 

I  recommend  that  the  town  build  a  four-room  school  build¬ 
ing  in  the  center  of  the  town. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELMER  E.  SHERMAN, 
Superintendent  of  Schools. 
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TEACHERS  AND  SALARIES. 


TEACHERS. 

WHERE  FITTED. 

1  , 

SCHOOL. 

SCHOOL 

YEAR. 

SALA¬ 

RIES. 

Alice  C.  Munsey. 

Radcliffe  College. 

Salem  Normal  School. 

High. 

36  weeks. 

$500  00 

Sara  E.  Peckham. 

Wellesley  College. 

Grammar. 

32  weeks. 

384  00 

Mary  E.  Dudley. 

Mendon  High  School. 

Primary . 

32  weeks. 

320  00 

Alice  R.  Walker. 

Belchertown  High  School. 

North. 

32  weeks. 

288  00 

Katherine  G.  Gilmore. 

Bridgewater  Normal  School. 

South. 

32  weeks. 

256  00 

Ruth  B.  Cornwell. 

Friends’  School,  Providence. 

West, 

32  weeks. 

224  00 

Florence  E.  Snow. 

Mendon  High  School. 

Albeeville. 

32  weeks. 

224  00 

In  addition  to  the  above  named  teachers,  Miss  Katherine  E. 
Evans  taught  the  North  school  two  terms  and  substituted  for 
Miss  Dudley  in  the  Primary  during  the  winter  term.  Miss  Ger¬ 
trude  F.  Brown  substituted  for  Miss  Dudley  during  the  fall  term. 
The  fall  term  of  the  High  school  was  begun  by  Miss  Eulalia  B. 
Gardner,  but,  to  the  regret  of  all,  failing  health  obliged  her  to 
relinquish  her  work  early  in  the  term. 


MENDON  SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1896-97. 


SPRING 

1 

TERM. 

FALL 

TERM. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Opens 

Closes 

Opens 

Closes 

Opens 

Closes 

First  Eight ) 
Grades.  \ 

April  6. 

June  19. 

Sept.  8. 

Nov.  20. 

Nov.  30. 

Feb.  12,  ‘97. 

High  School. 

March  30. 

|  June  5. 

Sept.  8. 

Nov.  20. 

Nov.  30. 

Mar.  12,  ‘97. 

The  Winter  Term  has  a  recess  of  one  week  at  Christmas. 

Holidays  during  the  Terms  are :  Patriot’s  Day,  Memorial  Day, 
Labor  Day,  Washington’s  Birthday. 
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Number  of  children  in  town  between  5  and  15,  May  1,  1895,  133, 


COURSE  OP  STUDY  IN  THE  MENDON  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

QUARTER.  FIRST  YEAR. 
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GRADUATING  EXERCISES  OF  MENDON  HIGH 
SCHOOL,  CLASS  OF  1895. 

Friday,  May  10,  1895,  at  2.30  o’clock  p.  m. 

Motto,  “Qaanti  est  sapere .”  Color,  salmon;  Flower,  Lily  of 

the  Valley. 


Programme. 


March,  “Liberty  Bell,” . . . Sousa 

Overture,  “Banditenstrieche,” . Suppe 


Orchestra. 


Salutatory . Glenville  Carleton  Coffin 

Essay,  “The  History  of  Books,” . Jeremiah  Barry  Driscoll 

Trombone  Solo,  “Defender,”  Schubert. . W.  G.  Dodge 

Class  History . Mary  Lizzie  Wood 

Class  Prophecy . . Florence  Ina  Taft 

Selection,  “Robin  Hood,” . . . DeKoven 

Orchestra. 


Latin  Oration,  “Invective  against  Cataline,” . 

Glenville  Carleton  Coffin. 

Essay,  “Printing,” . Clarence  Henry  Moores 

Essay  and  Valedictory,  “Habits,” . . Amy  Anna  Lapham 

Presentation  of  Diplomas . . . 

Finale,  “Martha,” . Flotow 

Orchestra. 


CLASS  OF  ’95. 

Amy  Anna  Lapham,  Mary  Lizzie  Wood,  ^Florence  Ina  Taft, 
*Glenville  Carleton  Coffin,  Clarence  Henry  Moores, 

*Jeremiah  Barry  Driscoll. 


*Latin  elected. 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR. 


The  following  named  children  have  been  neither  absent  nor 
tardy  for  the  time  specified  : — 

SIX  YEARS. 

Frederick  A  Snow — Grammar  School* 

TWO  YEARS. 

Mabel  D.  Snow — Primary  School. 

ONE  YEAR. 

Lillian  Freeman — Grammar  School. 

George  W.  Cromb,  Anna  M.  Cook,  Bertie  L.  Moores — 
Primary  School. 

Everett  A.  Eldridge — North  School. 

SPRING  TERM. 

Jeremiah  B.  Driscoll,  Amy  A.  Lapham,  Clarence  H. 
Moores — High  School. 

Earle  B.  Lowell,  Anna  H.  Pond — Grammar  School. 

Charles  B.  Congdon,  Louisa  W.  Congdon,  Mabel  L.  Cromb, 
Mary  M.  Glennon,  Catherine  A.  Harrington,  Ellen  M.  Harring¬ 
ton,  J.  Eton  Weatherhead,  Rose  Wheeler — Primary  School. 

Carrie  Beal,  Rosa  Quigley,  George  G.  Davenport,  Ernest  M. 
Davenport,  Harold  Eldridge — North  School. 

Howard  Plummer,  Lewis  Barrows,  Norman  Cook,  Ray¬ 
mond  Barrows,  Victor  Plummer,  Ada  Fletcher,  Davis  Gabry, 
Irving  Tingley,  Bennie  Barrows,  Arthur  Sprague,  Eliza  Fletcher, 
Roy  Barrows — South  School. 

Caroline  S.  Wood — West  School. 

Walter  I.  Coffin — Albeeville  School. 


FALL  TERM. 

Eugene  L.  Coffin,  Ralph  W.  Coffin,  Edward  L.  Cook,  Clara 
W.  Pond,  Clair  W.  Freeman — High  School. 

Jennie  M.  Best,  Edward  F.  Driscoll,  William  H.  Driscoll, 
Rose  B.  Kelly,  Annie  J.  Wheeler,  Grace  E.  Whiting — Grammar 
School. 

Albert  I.  Cromb,  Mabel  L.  Cromb,  Louise  J.  Curliss,  Rose 
E.  Snow,  John  J.  Driscoll,  Rose  Wheeler,  Caroline  Wheeler — 
Primary  School. 
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Carrie  Beal,  Abbie  M.  Darling,  Harold  Eldredge — North 
School. 

Raymond  Barrows,  Roy  Barrows,  Charles  Brown,  Howard 
Plummer,  Harry  Bates— South  School. 

Caroline  S.  Wood,  Selina  E.  Brooks — West  School. 

Walter  I.  Coffin,  Alice  I.  Coffin,  Howard  J.  Holbrook — 
Albeeville  School. 


WINTER  TERM. 

Nathan  F.  Towne — High  School. 

Edward  F.  Driscoll,  William  H.  Driscoll,  Ella  J.  Whiting, 
Grace  E.  Whiting — Grammar  School. 

Charles  V.  Driscoll,  Ellen  M.  Harrington,  Louisa  W. 
Congdon,  John  J.  Driscoll,  Louise  J.  Curliss — Primary  School. 

Howard  J.  Holbrook,  Chester  A.  Holbrook,  Lillian  M. 
Alger,  Margaret  Waldron — Albeeville  School. 
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TOWN  WARRANT. 


Worcester ,  ss. — To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
in  the  County  of  Worcester,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon 
qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 
Town  Hall,  in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  second  day  of 
March,  next,  punctually  at  io  o’clock,  a.  m.,  to  act  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  articles,  viz :  — 

Article  i  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  in  said 
meeting. 

Article  2.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  several  town  officers 
and  committees  and  act  thereon. 

Article  3.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the 
year  ensuing. 

Article  4.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  are  necessary 
to  defray  town  charges,  and  make  appropriations  of  the  same. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  list 
of  jurors  reported  by  the  Selectmen,  or  make  any  alteration  in 
the  same. 

Article  6.  To  see  what  measures,  if  any,  the  town  will 
adopt  to  secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  continue  the 
High  School. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Treasur¬ 
er  to  hire  money  to  pay  current  expenses  for  the  municipal  year 
commencing  March  2nd,  1896,  in  anticipation  of  the  collection  of 
the  taxes. 

Article  9.  To  bring  in  their  ballots  “Yes”  or  “No”  in 
answer  to  the  question,  “Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town?” 

Article  io.  To  see  if  the  town  will  continue  communica¬ 
tion  by  telephone  with  Milford,  as  security  against  destruction  by 
fire,  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 
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Article  ii.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  widen  the 
travelled  way  between  the  Town  Hall  and  the  residence  of  Silas 
Dudley,  by  partially  filling  the  gutter  on  the  East  side  thereof, 
and  make  a  special  appropriation  therefor,  or  act  in  any  manner 
in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  make  a  special  ap¬ 
propriation  for  repairing  the  road  leading  from  near  the  house  of 
Bert  Niles,  to  the  Blackstone  town  line,  or  act  in  any  way  in 
relation  to  the  same. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  374  of  the  Acts  of  1895,  and  elect  a  single 
Highway  Surveyor. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  take  any  meas¬ 
ures  looking  to  the  collection  of  the  legacy  to  the  town,  contain¬ 
ed  in  the  will  of  the  late  Austin  Wood,  or  act  in  any  manner 
in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  15.  To.  see  if  the  town  will  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  it  was  voted  “that  in  no  case  shall  the  Hall  be  occupied, 
or  open,  later  than  twelve  o’clock,  midnight,”  or  act  in  any  way 
in  regard  to  opening  and  closing  said  Hall. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant,  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  thereof  at  each  of  the  following  places  in  said 
town,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting, 
viz  : — At  the  post-office,  and  on  the  door  of  the  schoolhouse  in 
Albeeville,  and  at  the  post-office  in  South  Milford. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  or  Town  Clerk,  before  the 
time  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  eighteenth  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety-six. 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE, 

ALBERT  W.  GASKILL, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE  VARIOUS 


BOARDS  OF  TOWH  OFFICERS 

OF  THE 


TOWft  Op  MEHDOfl, 


INCLUDING  REPORT  OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


FOR  THE 


Municipal  Year  Ending  March  1,  1897'. 


MILFORD,  MASS., 
Cook  &  Sons,  Printers, 
189  7. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


The  undersigned,  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  1,  1897,  respectfully  submits  the 
following  account  of  his  doings  : 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  the  following  items,  viz  : 

To  cash  received  of  the  Treasurer  of  Mendon 
for  the  municipal  year  ending  March  2, 

1896 . .  $  944  54 

To  cash  borrowed  on  four  town  notes .  2,000  00 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  one-half 

Cattle  Inspection  for  1895 .  20  00 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  Corpo¬ 
ration  Tax  for  1896 .  $114  68 

National  bank  tax .  411  01 

State  Aid,  Chaps.  279  and  301,  Acts  of 

1889 . 462  00 

-  $987  69 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  school 

fund .  362  58 

To  cash  received  of  County  Treasurer,  dog 

tax .  182  32 

To  cash  received  of  Collector  of  Taxes  for  the 

year  1894 .  94  64 

To  cash  received  of  Collector  of  Taxes  for  the 

year  1895 . 655  44 

To  cash  received  of  Collector  of  Taxes  for  the 

year  1896- .  6,895  80 

To  cash  received  of  Edward  L.  Smith  for  rent 

of  Town  hall  to  April  1,  1896 — .  74  00 

To  cash  received  for  Annals  of  Mendon .  5  50 

To  cash  received  of  C.  A.  Dewey,  Esq., 

Judge  of  Third  District  Court  .  110  03 

To  cash  received  of  I.  O.  Rhodes,  for  use  of 

telephone . 47  05 

To  cash  received  of  Clark  &  Barnes,  for  use 

of  hay  scales  to  April  1,  1896 .  9  25 

To  cash  received  of  John  Bynes,  butcher’s 

license . * .  1  00 

To  cash  received  of  I.  O.  Rhodes  for  butcher’s 

license .  1  00 

To  cash  received  of  Walter  A.  Gaskill  for 

butcher’s  license  * .  1  00 
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To  cash  received  of  S.  Warren  Cook  for  auc¬ 
tioneer’s  license .  $  2  00 

To  cash  received  from  John  Oakford,  soldier’s 

relief  returned .  8  00 

To  cash  received  from  Williams  Bros.,  cash 

returned .  50 


$12,402  34 

The  Treasurer  credits  himself  with  the  following  items,  viz  : 

By  paying  113  Town  orders .  $4,679  77 

u  3  Town  notes .  2,000  00 

“  payment  on  $1,800  note .  500  00 

“  interest .  147  80 

“  School  Committee .  3,094  90 

“  State  tax .  385  00 

By  cash  on  hand . . .  1,594  87 


$12,402  34 

NATHAN  R.  GEORGE, 

Treasurer. 

Mendon,  Feb.  15th,  1897. 

AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 

Dr. 

To  cash  received  of  Nathan  R.  George,  treasurer  for 


1895  and  1896 .  $475  18 

To  cash  received  of  the  administrator  of  Austin 

Wood’s  estate .  875  11 

To  cash  received  of  Milford  Savings  Bank,  interest  to 

October  1,  1896 .  29  68 

To  cash  received  of  Worcester  County  Institution  for 

Savings,  interest  to  Jan.  1,  1897 .  10  53 


$1,390  50 
Cr. 

By  cash  paid  for  order  No.  4 .  $  4  00 

By  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings  Bank .  1,025  86 

By  cash  deposited  in  Worcester  County  Institution  for 

Savings .  360  64 


$1,390  50 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NATHAN  R.  GEORGE, 

Treasurer. 


Mendon,  Feb.  15th,  1897. 
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SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
expenditures  of  the  town  for  the  municipal  year  ending  March  1, 
1897. 

INCIDENTALS. 

L.  D.  Chipmau  and  G.  M.  Taft,  storage  of  ex¬ 
tinguisher,  12  months  .  $12  00 

L.  D.  Chipman  and  G.  M.  Taft,  care  of  extinguisher 

room .  3  50 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  hod  and  shovel,  extinguisher  room....  67 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  stove  and  pipe  for  extinguisher  room.. .  4  75 

Williams  Bros.,  coal  for  extinguisher  room .  15  00 

Henrv  W.  Gaskill,  services  nights  of  July  3,  ’95  and 

’96 .  4  00 

John  L.  Davenport,  services  night  of  July  3,  1896. ..  2  00 

Edward  L.  Smith,  “  “  “  “  ...  2  00 

Edward  L.  Smith,  sealer  hay  scales .  1  00 

Edward  L.  Smith  services  fire  ward .  7  10 

William  H.  Bennett,  services  fireward . . .  6  05 

A.  C.  Kinney,  lettering  on  Soldiers’  Monument .  10  00 

P.  B.  Murphy,  canvassing  book  for  assessors .  1  80 

M.  R.  Warren,  blanks  for  assessors .  24 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  repairing  pipe  at  fountain .  2  35 

Reuben  Davis,  labor  in  old  cemetery .  6  75 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  gates  and  fence  for  old  cemetery .  11  55 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  labor  in  old  cemetery .  48  00 

L.  Freeman,  cash  paid .  3  87 

J.  M.  Wood,  returning  12  deaths .  3  00 

A.  A.  Jenkins,  services  in  liquor  case .  8  12 

E.  O.  Bacon,  services  and  convictions  in  liquor  cases.  134  18 

H.  C.  Adams,  insurance  premiums  on  town  property..  132  38 

H.  C.  Adams,  record  books  and  express  on  same .  6  90 

Horace  C.  Adams,  recording  and  indexing . . .  13  45 

Dr.  Leonard  White,  returning  3  births .  75 

James  Best,  burying  horse .  2  00 

L.  Freeman,  hay  scales,  book  and  express .  ....  115 

W.  H.  Bennett,  painting  Town  house  and  fence .  57  68 

Ethan  C.  Claflin,  lead  and  oil  for  same .  47  55 

Wason  &  Co.,  bicarbonate  of  soda .  2  52 
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I.  O.  Rhodes,  operator,  use  of  telephone,  one  year  to 

March  1,  1896 . ‘ .  $60  00 

George  M.  Taft,  for  advertising  and  selling  of  land..  6  00 


$618  31 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  lockup  keeper .  $5  00 

Charles  H.  Alien,  auditor  for  1895 .  3  00 

Willard  S.  Wilcox,  assessor  for  1896 .  41  75 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  assessor  for  1896 .  45  40 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  assessor  for  1896 . . .  38  75 

HoraceS.  Coleman,  ballot  clerk,  Nov.  3,  1896 .  2  50 

Milo  A.  Gaskill,  ballot  clerk,  Nov.  3,  1896.  . .  2  50 

Charles  J.  Barnes,  constable,  to  March  1,  1897 .  15  00 

George  M.  Taft,  selectman  and  registrar .  30  00 

Albert  W.  Gaskill,  selectman  and  registrar .  40  00 

Albert  W.  Gaskill,  inspector  of  domestic  animals,  to 

March  1,  1897 . . .  40  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  selectman  and  registrar .  50  00 

Horace  C.  Adams,  registrar  and  election  officer .  24  87 

Nathan  R.  George,  treasurer .  50  00 

George  M.  Taft,  collector,  years  1894-1895 .  130  00 


$518  77 


AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 


Cash  paid  out 


$4  00 


ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

The  selectmen,  as  required  by  Chapter  98  of  the  Acts  of  1889, 
appointed  a  superintendent  of  streets.  Frank  Taft  was  appointed 
as  such  superintendent,  and  his  compensation  was  fixed  at  22£ 
cents  per  hour  of  actual  service.  Attention  is  called  to  his  report 
following : 

Payments  on  account  of  roads  and  bridges  have  been  made  as 


follows,  viz  : 

Frank  Taft,  superintendent,  snow  bills .  $86  52 

Frank  Taft,  superintendent,  as  reported  below .  1,813  24 


$1,899  76 

PRINTING. 

Cook  &  Sons . . .  $61  00 

G.  M.  Billings .  .  4  00 


$65  00 
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TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Paid  trustees,  three  orders  ...  . . . .  $160  00 

CARE  AND  SUPPLIES  OF  TOWN  HALL. 

E.  L.  Smith,  care  of  hall  to  April  1,  1896 .  $55  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  sundries  for  hall  to  April  1,  1896 .  16  08 

Williams  Bros.,  coal .  59  81 

$130  89 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS,  SCHOOL  BOOKS,  INCIDENTALS 
AND  APARATUS. 

Paid  School  committee,  one  order .  $2,550  00 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Paid  Overseers  of  Poor,  nine  town  orders .  $790  91 

SOLDIERS’  RELIEF,  CHAP.  298,  ACTS  OF  1889. 

Payments  made  for  relief  of  Mrs.  Stephen  H.  Scisco,  as 
follows  : 

J.  M.  French,  M.  D.,  medical  attendance  and 

medicines .  $28  00 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  wood .  4  00 

Clark  &  Barnes,  groceries . 1  88 

P.  M.  Hunt,  fumigating  premises .  2  70 

L.  Freeman,  provisions  and  team .  1  80 

$38  38 

John  Oakford .  18  75 

$57  13 

MILITARY  AID  UNDER  CHAPTER  279,  ACTS  OF  1894. 
John  Oakford .  $16  00 

STATE  AID  TO  PENSIONERS  UNDER  CHAPTER  301, 
ACTS  OF  1894. 

Thomas  L.  Munsell .  $3  00 

Abijah  S.  Claflin. . . .  .  48  00 

Joanna  Curley .  48  00 

Malinda  W.  Cummings .  48  00 
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Rufus  Hazard .  $48  00 

David  A.  Kingman  .  36  00 

George  W.  Scisco .  48  00 

Caleb  V.  A.  Smith . 48  00 

Waterman  Taft .  48  00 

Annette  L.  Weatherhead .  48  00 


$423  00 

RECAPITULATION. 

Incidentals .  $618  31 

Town  officers . . .  518  77 

Snow  bills .  86  52 

Roads  and  bridges. . . .  1,813  24 

Printing . . .  65  00 

Taft  Public  Library .  160  00 

Town  hall .  130  89 

Schools .  2,550  00 

Poor .  790  91 

Soldiers’  Relief,  Chap.  298,  Acts  of  1889 .  57  13 

Military  Aid,  Chap.  279,  Acts  of  1894 .  16  00 

State  Aid,  Chap.  301,  Acts  of  1894.  .  423  00 


$7,229  77 

The  selectmen  report  the  available  assets  of  the  Town,  known 
to  them,  are  as  follows  : 

Due  from  collector  of  1896 .  613  38 

Due  from  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  301,  to  Jan.  1, 

1897,  12  months .  429  00 

Due  from  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap,  301,  to  March 

1,  1897,  2  months .  70  00 

Due  from  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  279,  to  Mav  1, 

1896 . 16  00 

Due  from  state,  one  half  salary  of  the  inspector  of  ani¬ 
mals  and  provisions,  to  March  1,  1897 .  20  00 

Due  from  C.  I.  Barnes,  one  half  hav  scale  fees,  to  Feb. 

10,1897 . 11  80 

Due  from  various  sources  as  reported  in  overseer’s  ac¬ 
count.  . .  62  79 

Balance  in  hands  of  superintendent  of  streets .  11  29 

Balance  in  hands  of  school  committee .  15  87 

Cash  in  hands  of  treasurer .  1,594  87 


$2,845  00 
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The  liabilities  of  the  the  town,  so  far  as  known,  are  as  follows  : 


Outstanding  bills,  estimated . . .  $70  00 

Due  town  officers,  estimated .  80  00 

Outstanding  note .  1,300  00 

Interest  on  same  to  date  at  4J  per  cent .  45  00 


Net  balance  in  favor  of  the  town 


$1,495  00 
$1,350  00 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Mendon,  Feb.  13,  1897. 


LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 
ALBERT  W.  GASK1LL, 
GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1896. 


Support  of  schools. .  1,750  00 

School  incidentals . . .  300  00 

School  text  books .  200  00 

School  apparatus .  50  00 

District  Superintendent  of  Schools .  250  00 

Support  of  Poor .  800  00 

Repairs  of  roads  and  bridges .  1,500  00 

Taft  Public  Library .  175  00 

Town  incidentals .  900  00 

Payment  of  Town  debt . * .  .  500  00 

Interest .  200  00 

Suppression  of  gambling,  liquor  selling  and  vice .  100  00 

Special  repairs  to  Main  street .  250  00 

Special  repairs  to  Providence  road .  200  00 


$7,175  00 
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REPORT  OF 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS. 


The  superintendent  respectfully  submits  the  following  report 
for  the  municipal  year  ending  March  1,  1897  : 

He  debits  himself  to  cash  received  on  18  orders  .  $1,899  76 

He  credits  himself  with  paying  the  following  bills : 

Charles  B.  Williams,  for  labor  with  team .  $416  68 

Wilfred  T.  Claflin,  “  “  and  shoveling 

snow .  83  85 

Frank  A.  De Wolfe,  for  labor  with  team  and  shoveling 

snow . .  .  46  67 

Z.  R.  Higgins,  for  labor  with  team .  34  02 

Austin  D.  Davenport,  for  labor  with  team  and  gravel.  21  20 
Edward  H.  Taft,  “  “  and  shoveling 

snow .  7  70 

Michael  Head,  labor  on  repairs  and  shoveling  snow. . .  260  15 

John  R.  Taft,  “  -  “  “  166  28 

Sam’l  E.  Everton,  u  “  “  134  48 

Reuben  Davis,  labor  on  repairs .  67  06 

James  Ryan,  “  “  .  2  55 

Ora  P.  Davenport,  “  “  .  1  50 

Elias  T.  Bates,  “  “  and  shoveling  snow. ..  4  32 

Frank  Taft,  superintendent .  387  40 

Edward  Dudley,  for  gravel .  34  00 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  for  labor,  gravel  and  supplies .  75  28 

Hannah  S.  Swan,  for  gravel. . .  11  20 

B.  D.  Niles,  “  10  10 

Thomas  Lapham,  “  shoveling  snow,  etc . .  11  35 

Henry  C.  Horton,  “  8  20 

James  T.  Warner,  u  .  5  04 

James  R.  Best,  “  3  30 

Andre  Southwick,  “  2  72 

Putman  W.  Taft,  “  . . .  1  20 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  “  . . .  56 

John  Barry,  for  repairs .  10  68 

A.  Morin,  “  .  2  05 

Genette  A.  Brown,  for  repairs .  10 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  for  supplies .  9  85 


IO 

Charles  I.  Barnes,  “  $1  40 

F.  Tompkins,  Jr.,  for  receipt  books .  1  10 

David  F.  Holbrook,  for  use  of  stone  tools .  50 

W.  S.  Wilcox,  for  plank .  4  25 

Walter  A.  Gaskill,  for  shoveling  snow .  1  15 

Nahum  G.  Barrows,  44  60 

William  Daley,  “  45 

W.  C.  Robinson,  “  818 

Luther  E.  Taft,  44  1  23 

Thomas  H.  Pierce,  44  1  73 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  44  6  40 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  44  45 

Clarence  Whitney,  44  113 

Davis  Hill,  44  9  33 

Davis  Hill,  labor  with  oxen .  70  00 

Adrian  Scott,  for  gravel .  6  08 

Charles  H.  Allen,  stones  for  filling  gutter .  5  00 

Balance  in  hands  of  superintendent .  11  29 


$1,899  76 

Team  work .  $550  68 

Appropriation  for  general  repairs .  $1,500  00 

Special  appropriation  for  gutter  opposite  record  room.  250  00 
Special  appropriation  for  road  from  B.  D.  Niles’  to 

Blackstone . .. .  200  00 


$1,950  00 

Amount  expended  on  general  repairs .  $1,488  71 

44  4  4  special  opposite  record  room .. .  113  24 

4  4  4  4  4  4  B.  D.  Niles’ to  Blackstone  200  00 

4  4  4  4  for  clearing  roads  of  snow .  86  52 

Amount  of  cash  in  hands  of  Superintendent .  11  29 

Balance  of  appropriation  unexpended .  50  24 


$1,950  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  TAFT, 

Mendon,  Feb.  13,  1897.  Superintendent. 


II 


COLLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Dr. 


Balance  uncollected  Feb.  15th,  1896 .  $92  73 

Interest  received .  9  81 

-  $102  54 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $94  64 

Abatements . 7  90 

-  $102  54 


Feb.  13,  1897. 


GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1894. 


Dr. 


Balance  uncollected,  Feb.  15th,  1896 .  $646  72 

Interest  received .  32  24 

-  $678  96 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer 
Abatements . 


Feb.  13,  1897. 


Cr. 

.  $655  44 

.  23  52 

-  $678  96 

GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1895. 


Dr. 


To  taxes  committed  for  collection . $8205  78 

Interest  received .  38  23 

- $8,244  01 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer . $6895  80 

Paid  County  tax .  642  00 

Abatements . 92  83 


$7,630  63 

Balance  uncollected,  Feb.  13,  1897 .  613  38 

- $8,244  01 


GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1896. 
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REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  1,  1897 : 

John  W.  Barry,  Dennis  Holland,  Mary  C.  Taft,  Edna  Allen, 
Edna  French,  Theresa  Moore,  children  of  Andrew  H.  Gould 
(having  a  settlement  in  Mendon),  Samuel  E.  Everton  and  family, 
and  John  Kearnon  (belonging  to  Uxbridge),  the  family  of  James 
Meagher  (belonging  to  Blackstone),  have  been  wholly  or  partially 
supported. 

The  Overseers  charge  themselves  with  the  receipt  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  named  funds  belonging  to  the  town  : 

Balance  from  last  year. .  $11  73 

Nine  town  orders . - .  790  91 

Town  of  Uxbridge. . .  32  72 


$835  36 

The  Overseers  credit  themselves  with  paying  the  following- 
amounts  : 

For  support  of : 

John  W.  Barry .  $169  92 

Dennis  Holland .  169  92 

Mary  C.  Taft .  105  49 

Edna  Allen .  114  00 

Edna  French .  12  50 

Theresa  Moore . 61  89 

Children  of  Andrew  H.  Gould .  20  00 

Samuel  E.  Everton  and  family .  39  94 

John  Kearnon .  21  30 

James  Meagher  family .  6  70 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  care  of  373  tramps .  55  95 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  sundries  and  fitting  wood  for 

tramp  house .  2  75 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  wood  for  tramp  house .  8  00 

George  R.  Ford,  services.... .  6  00 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  services .  6  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  services .  35  00 


$835  36 
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From  the  whole  amount  paid  for  the  support  of  the 


poor .  $835  36 

Deduct  what  was  due  for  the  support  of  the 

poor  to  March  2,  1896 .  $100  64 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  S.  E.  Everton 

and  family .  39  94 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  John  Kearnon. . .  21  30 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  family  of  James 

Meagher .  6  70 

-  $168  58 


$666  78 

Add  what  will  be  due  for  support  of  poor  to  March  1, 

1897 .  97  95 


Cost  of  supporting  the  poor  for  the  year  ending  March 

1,  1897 .  $764  73 

Due  from  Uxbridge  to  Feb.  1,  1897 .  41  02 

Due  from  Blackstone .  6  70 

Due  from  Commonwealth  (old  bill) . .  15  07 


$62  79 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

GILBERT  GASKILL, 

GEORGE  R.  FORD, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


Mendon,  Feb.  13,  1897. 
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REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK. 


DOGS  REGISTERED  IN  1896. 


88  male  dogs . 

00 

8  female  dogs . . . 

00 

Registration  fees . 

20 

Paid  County  Treasurer . 

00 

Cash  on  hand . 

80 

$216  00 

| 

$216  00 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1896. 


DATE  OF 

BIRTH,  NAME  OF  CHILD. 

1895. 

Mar.  30,  John  Edwin  Everton, 

1896. 

Jan.  28,  Pearl  May  Cromb, 

Feb.  4,  Moses  Milton  Coleman, 
Feb.  5,  Rexford  Lovet  Sleep, 
Feb.  6,  Elise  Gaskill, 

Feb.  10,  Helen  Howard  Holbrook, 
Feb.  13,  Corinne  Wood, 

Apr.  13,  George  Morton  Aldrich, 
June  17,  Cora  Melvina  Clark, 

July  20,  Roy  Lester  Newman, 
Aug.  23,  Percy  Lincoln  Twitchell, 
Sept.  11,  Jennie  Elizabeth  Brown, 
Sept.  17,  —  Wild  Stinson, 

Sept.  19,  Doris  Bicknell  Thayer, 
Oct.  18, 

Oct.  25,  Helen  Carey, 

Nov.  23,  Charles  Lathrop  Wilbur, 


NAME  OF  PARENTS. 

Samuel  E.  and  Mary  S.  Everton. 

George  B.  and  Nettie  L.  Cromb. 
Horace  S.  and  Bertha  Coleman. 
Lemuel  O.  and  Mary  E.  Sleep. 

P.  O.  and  Caroline  A.  R.  Gaskill. 
Luther  W.  and  Mabel  A.  Holbrook. 
Frank  C.  and  Jennie  E.  Wood. 
Frank  M.  and  Florence  H.  Aldrich. 
Elton  O.  and  Bessie  W.  Clark. 
Ulysses  G.  and  Jennie  A.  Newman. 
Wm.  E.  and  Margaret  J.  Twitchell. 
Joseph  and  Annie  Brown. 

John  D.  and  Abbie  E.  Stinson. 
George  E.  and  Minnie  F.  Thayer. 
Alfred  and  Dotis  La  Fleur. 

Peter  C.  and  Mary  A.  Carey. 
Charles  A.  &nd  A.  Louisa  Wilbur 


MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1896. 


DATE  OF  MARRIAGE. 

1896. 

March  18, 

June  16, 

June  28, 


NAME  OF  GROOM  AND  BRIDE.  RESIDENCE. 


Frank  Albert  Dewolfe, 
Laura  Violette  Warner, 
Harry  Terboss  Goss, 
Anna  Maria  Staples, 
Edward  Henry  Taft, 
Ellen  Eliza  DeLand, 


Mendon. 

Mendon. 

Rutherford,  N.  J. 
Mendon. 

Mendon. 

Mendon. 


RESIDENCE. 


DATE  OF  MARRIAGE.  NAME  OF  GROOM  AND  BRIDE. 


1896. 

Aug.  19, 

Gordon  Ross, 

Woonsocket,  R.  I. 

Grace  Greenwood  Cook, 

Mendon. 

Sept.  2, 

Fred  Ambrose  Alger, 

Attleboro,  Mass. 

Lena  Mariah  Wheeler, 
William  Harvey  Woodbury, 

Mendon. 

Oct.  1, 

Weare,  N.  H. 

Mary  Louise  Aldrich, 

Mendon. 

Nov.  12, 

John  Coyne, 

Mendon, 

Anna  Maria  Keane, 

Milford,  Mass. 

Nov.  26, 

John  Jonathan  Colbert, 

Ann  Gertrude  Quigley, 

Upton,  Mass. 

Mendon. 

Nov.  29, 

Walter  Bromley  Ambler, 

Mendon. 

Addie  Louise  Pike, 

Athol,  Mass. 

DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1896. 


DATE  OF  DEATH,  NAME  / - AGE - n  RESIDENCE. 


1896. 
Jan.  6, 

Philip  Howland  Coffin, 

Y. 

5 

M. 

2 

D. 

Mendon. 

Feb.  9, 

Willis  Gould, 

77 

9 

23 

Mendon. 

Apr.  23, 

Elizabeth  W.  Taft, 

67 

4 

— 

Mendon. 

Apr.  25, 

Joshua  W.  Smith, 

90 

2 

13 

Mendon. 

May  24, 

Mary  II.  Hatch, 

81 

10 

24 

Mendon. 

June  6, 

Abraham  A.  Waldron, 

76 

— 

13 

Mendon. 

July  10, 

Patrick  Brigdale, 

70 

— 

— 

Mendon. 

July  30, 

Caroline  A.  Bates, 

58 

7 

6 

Mendon. 

Aug.  2, 

Gustavus  A.  Staples, 

63 

— 

15 

Mendon. 

Aug.  4, 

Albert  J.  Congdon, 

45 

5 

28 

Mendon. 

Aug.  8, 

Bridget  Coyne, 

67 

— 

— 

Mendon. 

Aug.  16, 

Nelson  White, 

Chauncey  Aldrich, 

65 

1 

21 

Mendon. 

Aug.  23, 

82 

5 

27 

Mendon. 

Sept.  6, 

Jane  Brown, 

50 

— 

— 

Mendon. 

Sept.  25, 

Lucy  Darling, 

91 

9 

26 

Mendon. 

Oct.  9, 

Marcena  Daniels, 

88 

11 

9 

Mendon. 

Nov.  2, 

Elsie  Elive  Plummer, 

40 

4 

10 

Mendon. 

Nov.  18, 

Margaret  Gallagher, 

83 

6 

27 

Mendon. 

The  attention  of  parents  and  others  is  called  to  the  report  of 
births,  marriages  and  deaths.  If  any  errors  or  omissions  are 
discovered,  the  town  clerk  should  be  notified  and  the  record  per¬ 
fected.  Blanks  for  making  return  of  births,  marriages  and 
deaths  can  always  be  obtained  of  the  town  clerk.  I  would  also 
urge  all  persons  having  occasion  to  make  return  to  physician, 
undertaker  or  town  clerk,  the  importance  of  seeing  to  it  that  all 
blanks  are  correctly  filled.  There  can  be  no  question  as  to  the 
importance  of  a  correct  and  complete  record  of  births,  marriages 
and  deaths.  By  following  the  above  suggestions,  efficient  aid 
will  be  rendered  the  clerk  or  other  recording  officer  toward  making 
them  complete,  and  much  confusion  and  perplexity  in  the  future 
avoided. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

Mendon,  Feb.  13,  1897.  Town  Clerk. 


SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  TAET  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


The  trustees  submit  the  following  report :  The  board  reor¬ 
ganized  April  18,  1896.  They  have  to  report  that  the  library  has 
continued  to  be  a  source  of  pleasure  and  profit  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town.  The  annual  examination  of  the  books  was  made 
Feb.  9,  current,  and  the  Library  reopened  Feb.  13.  The  books 
were  all  accounted  for,  and  found  in  satisfactory  condition.  The 
trustees  have  secured  the  services  of  Mrs.  SaraF.  Towne,  who  has 
served  us  so  acceptably  for  several  years,  as  librarian  for  the  en¬ 
suing  year. 

Two  copies  of  the  Annals  of  Mendon  have  been  sold  the  past 
year. 

The  thanks  of  our  citizens  are  tendered  to  all  who  have  con¬ 
tributed  books,  magazines  or  literature  of  any  kind  to  the  library 
during  the  past  year. 

The  trustees  recommend  the  appropriation  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  library  the  ensuing  year. 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

Trustees  of  Taft  Public  Library. 

Mendon,  Feb.  13,  1897. 


LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  : 

The  Library  was  reopened  Feb.  8,  1896.  The  whole  number 
of  books  given  out  during  the  year  was  3,631. 

The  largest  number  delivered  any  Saturday  was  98 ;  the 
smallest  number  39  ;  the  average  number  73. 

The  deliyery  by  divisions  was  as  follows :  Agriculture,  5  ; 
Biography,  50 ;  Documents,  1  ;  Fiction,  2,749  ;  History,  119  ;  Re¬ 
ligion,  28  ;  Poetry,  77  ;  Periodicals,  411  ;  Science,  70  ;  Travels,  80. 
The  Library  was  closed  May  30  and  July  4. 
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The  town  has  purchased  82  volumes  ;  11  have  been  given  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  25  by  the  Rev.  C.  A.  Staples  ; 
7  by  the  Mendon  Lecture  Fund ;  5  by  the  Bureau  of  Education ; 
1  by  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture — making  a  total  of  131. 

Four  volumes  of  unbound  Century  Magazines  have  been  given 
by  N.  R.  George ;  4  volumes  of  Harper’s  and  4  of  Outing,  un¬ 
bound,  by  J.  A.  George,  and  4  volumes  of  New  England  maga¬ 
zines,  unbound,  by  H.  C.  Adams,  these  have  since  been  bound. 

A  number  of  pamphlets  have  been  given. 

Whole  number  of  books  in  the  Library,  3,519. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SARA  F.  TOWNE, 

Librarian. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 

Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public 
Library  for  the  year  ending  ending  Feb.  6,  1897. 


Dr. 

Balance  from  1896 . . .  $  8  29 

Cash  received  on  three  town  orders .  160  00 


$168  29 
Cr. 

Cash  paid  G.  M.  Billings  for  printing .  $  2  25 

W.  B.  Clarke  &  Co.,  for  books....  .  81  26 

M.  F.  Harrington,  for  book .  2  50 

A.  H.  H.  Warren  &  Co.,  for  binding,  etc .  17  51 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  for  wood .  4  50 

J.  A.  George,  for  labor  .  1  50 

Sarah  F.  Towne,  salary .  50  00 

Cash  on  hand .  8  77 


$168  29 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

Mendon,  Feb.  13,  1897.  Treasurer. 


Examined  and  found  correct  with  proper  vouchers. 

HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 
LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 
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AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I  have  this  day  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Selectmen, 
Treasurer,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Superintendent  of  Streets,  Town 
Clerk,  School  Committee  and  Collector  of  Taxes.  Also  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library 
for  the  Municipal  year  ending  March  1,  1897,  and  find  them 
correctly  kept  and  with  proper  vouchers. 

CHARLES  H.  ALLEN, 

Mendon,  Feb.  15,  1897.  Auditor. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  MENDON 

FOR  THE 

SCHOOL  YOHR  1596-97. 


MILFORD,  MASS., 
Cook  &  Sons,  Printers, 
189  7. 


ORGANIZATION  OF 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  1896-97. 


HENRY  W.  GASKILL,  Chairman, 
ERWIN  A.  SNOW,  Secretary, 
LYMAN  COOK, 


Term  expires  1897 
“  1898 

“  1899 


Superintendent, 
ELMER  E.  SHERMAN. 


School  Book  Agent, 
ERWIN  A.  SNOW. 


Truant  Officers, 

JOHN  L.  DAVENPORT,  LYMAN  COOK, 

ELMER  E.  SHERMAN. 


8GH00L  COMMITTEE’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  : 

The  following  report  of  the  School  Committee  is  respectfully 
submitted : 

Your  Committee  are  pleased  to  report  that  they  have  been 
enabled  to  extend  the  school  year  to  thirty-four  weeks  this  year 
and  still  keep  within  the  appropriation.  This  is  two  weeks  more 
than  we  have  ever  had  before. 

Through  some  changes  made  in  the  schools  not  anticipated 
last  spring,  a  financial  saving  has  been  made  which  has  enabled  us 
to  do  this. 

Mendon  is  the  only  town  in  this  vicinity  having  less  than 
thirty-five  weeks  schooling  a  year.  While  our  condition  is  such 
that  it  is  impossible  to  give  our  children  the  advantages  of  children 
in  the  neighboring  towns  where  a  teacher  has  only  one  or  two 
grades,  there  seems  to  be  no  good  reason  why  they  should  be 
put  to  a  still  greater  disadvantage  by  having  a  less  number  of 
weeks. 

With  thirty-two  weeks  schooling  there  is  a  vacation  of  six  or 
seven  weeks  in  the  months  of  February  and  March.  At  this 
season  of  the  year  the  children  can  do  nothing  else,  and  it  seems 
to  us  they  better  be  in  school  a  part  of  the  time. 

There  is  still  another  reason  for  a  longer  school  year.  We 
can  get  a  better  teacher  at  ten  dollars  per  week  with  thirty-six 
weeks  a  year  than  we  can  with  only  thirty-two,  as  they  look  at  the 
amount  to  be  earned  in  a  year  rather  than  the  number  of  weeks 
they  are  to  keep.  We  shall,  therefore,  ask  the  citizens  for  an 
appropriation  sufficient  to  make  the  school  year  thirty-six  weeks. 

We  are  also  pleased  to  report  an  improvement  in  the  care 
and  use  of  school  books. 

Our  school  houses  are  now  in  fairly  good  condition  inside, 
with  the  exception  of  the  blackboards  in  the  North  School  house ; 
these  we  intend  to  replace  with  slate  the  coming  year. 

We  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  annexed  report  of  the 
Superintendent  on  the  condition  and  needs  of  the  schools,  which 
the  committee  at  its  last  meeting  voted  to  accept  and  have  printed. 

We  would  respectfully  recommend  the  following  appropria¬ 


tions  for  the  ensuing  year: 

Support  of  schools  and  transportation  of  scholars .  $2,000  00 

Text  books  and  supplies .  200  00 

Incidentals .  300  00 

Superintendent .  250  00 

Apparatus . . .  50  00 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 
Receipts. 

Appropriations : — 

Support  of  schools  and  transportation  of 


scholars.™ . $1750  00 

Text  books  and  supplies . .  200  00 

Incidentals . 300  00 

Apparatus .  50  00 

Superintendent .  250  00 

Other  resources: — 

Balance  on  hand  March  1,  1896 .  109  90 

Income  from  state  school  fund .  362  58 

“  dog  tax . .  182  32 

Received  from  the  State  on  account  of 

Superintendent .  416  67 

Books  and  supplies  sold .  2  16 

Received  for  damage  to  school  property .  1  37 

- $3,625  00 


Expenditures  for  the  Year, 


Teachers’  wages : — 

Alice  C.  Munsey,  High .  $83  34 

Emily  Hall,  High . . .  66  00 

Dora  Knight,  High . : .  26  40 

Elzura  A.  Chandler,  High .  250  00 

Katherine  G.  Gilmore,  Grammar .  no  00 

Harriet  Hanscom,  Grammar .  200  00 

Mary  E.  Dudley,  Primary . .  290  00 

Permelia  S.  Meserve,  North .  290  00 

Ruth  B.  Cornwell,  West .  .  139  00 

Florence  E.  Snow,  Albeeville .  232  00 

S.  Emma  Dean,  East .  154  00 

Pauline  L.  Cweig,  East .  33  60 

Mrs.  Capwell,  East . . .  8  40 

F.  H.  Lowell,  music  teacher .  58  00 

- $1,940  74 


Fuel : — 

C.  A.  Hopkins .  $19  5° 

H.  W.  Gaskill .  13  00 

Williams  Bros .  51  25 

Lyman  Cook . . .  11  35 

E.  A.  Snow .  5  12 


$100  22 
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Care  of  rooms  : — 

Permelia  S.  Meserve,  North . . .  $n  oo 

Ruth  B.  Cornwell,  West..: . . .  2  50 

Florence  E.  Snow,  Albeeville .  5  00 

S.  Emma  Dean,  East .  2  50 

Pauline  L.  Cweig,  East .  2  50 

E.  A.  Snow,  Center . .  22  00 

Mrs.  Alger,  cleaning  Center  rooms .  5  90 

Mrs.  Alger,  supplies  for  Center  rooms .  39 

Mrs.  Head,  cleaning,  North . .  5  00 

H.  W.  Gaskill,  cleaning,  Albeeville . .  2  50 

Lyman  Cook,  cleaning,  East .  50 


Text-books  and  supplies : — 

Amount  purchased  as  per  report  of  School 

Book  Agent  . $207  96 


Apparatus : — 

Franklin  Educational  Co 

George  S.  Perry  &  Co . 

Edward  E.  Babb . 

H.  W.  Arnold . . . 

J.  L.  Hammett  Co . 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co . 

American  Book  Co . 


$9  06 

2  50 

1  56 

3  50 
8  44 
8  77 

I  60 


Superintendent : — 
Elmer  E.  Sherman 


$500  00 


Transportation  of  scholars: 


Alfred  I.  Barrows . . $145  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft .  30  00 


Incidentals : — 

E.  L.  Southwick,  use  of  well,  1895 . . .  $  1  00 

Geo.  S.  Perry  &  Co.,  slate  blackboards .  38  66 

“  brushes,  dusters  and 

thermometers .  8  88 

Geo.  S.  Perry  &  Co.,  chairs  for  High 

school .  24  00 

E.  E.  Sherman,  traveling  expenses .  10  67 

“  expenses  as  truant  officer  1  00 

“  express  paid .  47 

C.  H.  Allen,  labor  and  material  putting  in 

slate  blackboards  . 23  33 


$59  79 

$207  96 

$35  43 

$500  00 

$175  00 
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G.  F.  King  &  Merrill,  blank  book  for 

secretary .  $  50 

William  H.  Bennett,  labor  and  material .  17  52 

Cook  &  Sons,  printing  diplomas .  6  00 

G.  M.  Billings,  printing  business  cards 

and  letter  heads  for  superintendent .  1  71 

G.  M.  Billings,  1-3  binding  of  district  re¬ 
ports .  67 

G.  M.  Billings,  printing  term  reports .  1  00 

J.  L.  Davenport,  labor  and  material .  7  00 

Dutcher  Temple  Co.,  cash  paid  for  station¬ 
ery  and  stamped  envelopes  for  Supt .  3 

A.  E.  Munyon,  labor .  5 

Z.  C.  Field,  lumber .  4 

C.  B.  Williams,  bringing  chairs  from 

Milford . . .  1 

John  Barry,  repairing  High  school  desks..  3 
Ellis  &  Sons,  flag  rope,  nails,  stove  grate, 

locks  and  keys . 4 

H.  W.  Brown,  cleaning  clock . 

W.  W.  Nelson,  use  of  well .  3 

44  water  pail . 

J.  W.  McDonald,  agent  State  Board  Edu¬ 
cation,  contribution  in  interest  of  state 

tax  for  schools .  1 

Mrs.  Bicknell,  use  of  well . . .  2 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  services  as  school  com¬ 
mittee,  2  days .  5 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  taking  school  census..  2 
Lyman  Cook,  services  as  school  committee, 

1  day .  2 

Lyman  Cook,  taking  school  census .  1 

“  labor .  3 

44  school  room  supplies .  2 

44  glass  and  setting . 

E.  A.  Snow,  cash  paid  for  express .  4 

44  44  postage .  3 

44  44  carting  black¬ 
boards .  1 

E.  A.  Snow,  cash  paid  for  carting  supplies  1 

44  44  freight  on  “  1 

“  44  44  chairs 

44  44  labor .  2 

4  4  4  4  towels .  .  1  00 

4  4  4  4  sundries .  2  38 

44  services  as  school  committee, 

3  days .  7  5° 


o  VO  o  O  to  00  w  -<r  VO  w  o  Ga  OO  O  o  Go  O  VaW  Go  to  Gn  On  on 

O  ONGx  O  ^  -^UiGnvooOO  OO  OO  GnQOto  GaCn  -f^cnGO 
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E.  A.  Snow,  services  as  secretary  of  school 

committee .  $10  oo 

E.  A.  Snow,  services  as  school  book  agent  9  00 

44  taking  school  census . . .  2  00 

44  glass  and  setting .  50 

44  labor  of  man  and  team .  8  50 

44  traveling  expenses .  7  25 

-  $251  12 

$3,270  26 

Cash  on  hand  to  pay  what  will  be  due 
teachers,  janitors  and  for  transportation 


of  scholars  at  the  end  of  the  year,  Feb.  26  338  87 


Total  cost  of  schools  for  the  year .  $3,609  13 

Cash  on  hand  unexpended .  15  87 


$3,625  00 

Total  cost  of  schools . $3609  13 

Add  amount  of  text  books  and  supplies  on 

hand  less  than  there  was  last  year .  3  86 

- $3,612  99 

Less  state  aid  received  for  superintendent . $416  67 

Supplies,  etc.,  sold .  3  53 

-  $420  20 


Net  cost  of  schools  for  the  year .  $3,192  79 

RECAPITULATION. 

Resources .  $37625  00 

Expenditures : — 

Teachers’  wages,  including  amount  unpaid, $2204  41 

Fuel .  100  22 

Care  of  school  rooms,  including  amount 

unpaid .  84  99 

Text  books  and  supplies .  207  96 

Apparatus .  35  43 

Superintendent .  500  00 

Transportation  of  scholars,  including 

amount  unpaid .  225  00 

Incidentals .  251  12 

Cash  on  hand  unexpended .  15  87 

- $37625  00 

HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 


ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 
LYMAN  COOK, 

Mendon,  Feb.  14,  1896.  School  Committee. 
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SCHOOL  BOOK  AGENT’S  REPORT. 


Dr. 


To  books  and  supplies  purchased: — 

Werner  School  Book  Co . 

Geo.  F.  King  &  Merrill . 

E.  A.  Snow . . 

J.  L.  Hammett  Co . 

Geo.  S.  Perry  &  Co . 

Holden  Pat.  Book  Cover  Co . 

University  Pub.  Co . 

Boston  School  Supply  Co . 

Ginn  &  Co . 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co . 

Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co . 

Leach,  Shewell  &  Sanborn . 

E.  E.  Holt .  . 

American  Book  Co . 

T.  H.  Custor  &  Co . 

Edw.  E.  Babb . 


$15 


26 

1 


3 

35 


16 


5 

12 

41 

1 


3 

4 
*3 
12 

5 
9 


48 

81 


55 

5i 

00 

00 

12 


67 

40 

50 


87 

66 

28 

25 


$207  96 

Books  and  supplies  on  hand,  March  1,  1896  .  100  30 


Cr. 

By  books  and  supplies  furnished  schools . $209  66 

44  44  sold .  2  16 

4 4  44  on  hand,  Mar.  1,  ’97..  96  44 


$308  26 


$308  26 


Mendon,  Feb.  15,  1897. 


ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

School  Book  Agent. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Mendon  : — 

The  third  annual  report  of  your  present  Superintendent  of 
Schools  and  the  sixth  in  the  series  of  Superintendent’s  reports  is 
hereby  presented  for  your  consideration. 

The  committee  organized  and  assigned  the  general  care  of 
school  property  as  follows:  West  and  Albeeville,  Henry  W. 
Gaskill ;  Center  and  North,  Erwin  A.  Snow ;  South  and  East, 
Lyman  Cook.  Erwin  A.  Snow  was  re-appointed  purchasing 
agent.  At  a  meeting  of  the  District  committee  in  April,  Elmer  E. 
Sherman  was  re-elected  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

The  South  School  has  been  closed  throughout  the  year,  and 
the  five  pupils  transported  to  the  Center.  This  has  proved  to  be  a 
very  satisfactory  arrangement  for  all  concerned.  The  East  School 
was  re-opened  in  April  with  a  membership  of  thirteen  pupils, 
six  of  whom  were  admitted  to  the  High  School  in  September. 

The  West  School  became  reduced  to  five  members.  Two  of 
these  residing  in  Uxbridge,  left  only  three  pupils  actually  belong¬ 
ing  in  that  district.  An  arrangement  was  effected  whereby  the 
teacher  was  to  receive  payment  from  the  town  equal  to  the  cost  of 
transporting  the  pupils  to  the  Center,  and  whatever  more  those 
desiring  the  school  kept  in  that  district  were  willing  to  pay. 
This  plan  not  working  satisfactorily,  the  school  was  closed  in 
November,  and  the  pupils  transported  to  the  Center. 

Slate  blackboards  have  been  placed  in  the  Grammar  room, 
greatly  adding  to  the  convenience  of  pupils  and  teacher. 

The  schools  will  be  kept  two  weeks  longer  this  year  than 
usual ;  thirty-four  weeks  in  all.  The  unexpected  closing  of  the 
West  School,  together  with  a  slight  reduction  in  the  estimated 
expenses  in  some  other  directions,  have  rendered  the  appropria¬ 
tion  sufficient  to  cover  the  two  additional  weeks. 


STATISTICS. 


The  table  of  statistics  ending  January  i,  1897,  records  the 
following  facts : 


Average  membership  of  the  schools, 
Average  attendance, 

Per  cent,  of  attendance, 


I39-32 

1^0.27 

93-50 
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A  glance  at  the  statistics  of  last  year  will  show  333  cases  of 
tardiness,  while  the  present  table  records  193  cases,  a  decrease  of 
140.  That  there  has  been  less  tardiness  is  due  to  the  efforts  of 
the  teachers  and  the  co-operation  of  the  parents.  To  quote  from 
my  last  report,  “Habits  of  punctuality  and  regular  attendance 
are  well  worth  the  effort  necessary  to  form  them.  Parents  and 
teachers  may  feel  that  they  are  laying  a  foundation  for  future 
success,  when  they  insist  upon  a  strict  observance  of  these  re¬ 
quirements.” 

DISMISSALS. 

In  this  connection  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  a  custom  det¬ 
rimental  to  the  work  of  the  pupil  and  to  the  class  of  which  he 
is  a  member.  I  refer  to  the  habit  which  some  parents  have  of 
writing  excuses  for  dismissal  from  school,  often  for  trivial 
reasons.  School  is  the  child’s  business .  If  he  were  paid  in 
money  for  his  work,  a  portion  of  which  recompense  he  would 
lose  by  tardiness,  dismissal  or  non-attendance,  would  not  these 
evils  be  reduced  to  the  minimum  which  sickness,  bad  weather, 
or  other  unavoidable  causes  render  necessary  ?  He  is  a  wise 
parent  who  regards  the  value  of  his  child’s  education  above  that 
of  dollars  and  cents. 

The  schools  as  a  whole  have  done  good  work  the  past  year. 
This  is  especially  true  of  the  High  School.  The  spring  term  was 
broken  by  the  resignation  and  illness  of  teachers.  Opening  in 
September  with  an  enrolment  of  thirty-two  members  divided 
into  three  grades,  the  attendance  has  been  good  and  the  interest 
and  order  of  the  school  commendable.  We  cannot  successfully 
compete  in  attainment  with  those  high  schools  working  under 
the  favorable  conditions  of  convenient  rooms,  proper  equipment, 
a  requisite  number  of  teachers,  and  a  statute  high  school  year  of 
forty  weeks,  yet  much  good  work  has  been  accomplished,  and 
the  results  will  compare  very  favorably  with  those  of  former 
years. 


Though  it  is  not  feasible  for  the  town  to  attempt  to  support 
a  high  school  that  shall  fit  for  Harvard  or  Yale,  yet  we  should 
like  to  send  out  pupils  acceptable  to  the  technical,  normal  and 
business  schools. 

To  enter  a  Massachusetts  normal  school  a  young  person 
must  have  successfully  passed  a  four  years’  course  in  a  high 
school  approved  by  the  State  Board  of  Education,  or  have  re¬ 
ceived  an  equivalent  education.  The  Providence  Normal  School 
will  soon  raise  its  standard  to  that  of  the  Massachusetts  schools. 

By  far  the  larger  number  of  our  students  do  not  intend  to 
continue  their  education  beyond  the  High  School.  To  these  the 
school  should  offer  a  course  aiming  to  prepare  for  the  everyday 


duties  and  business  of  life.  The  present  course  of  study  to 
which  attention  is  invited  is  planned  to  chiefly  benefit  this  latter 
class. 

If  one  teacher  attempts  to  hear  all  the  recitations  of  three 
grades  of  advanced  pupils,  the  time  devoted  to  each  must  be 
short.  When  a  pupil  has  to  prepare  his  lessons  to  recite  to  two  or 
more  teachers,  he  must  put  forth  more  effort,  because  each  teach¬ 
er  has  more  time  to  hear  and  test  him  upon  that  which  he  has  pre¬ 
pared.  In  fully  equipped  high  schools,  most  of  the  time  in  school 
is  spent  in  recitation  and  teaching,  and  the  studying  is  done  by 
the  pupil  outside  of  school  hours;  consequently  the  pupils  in 
standard  high  schools  work  harder  and  accomplish  more  in  four 
years  than  do  our  pupils. 


REPORTS. 

Parents  desire  to  be  informed  from  time  to  time  in  regard  to 
the  standing  of  their  children  in  the  school  work.  To  this  end 
the  teachers  send  home  report  cards  at  the  close  of  each  quarter, 
stating  the  attendance,  scholarship  and  deportment  of  the  pupils. 
In  addition  to  this,  there  is  a  special  form  of  report,  a  fac-simile 
of  which  is  here  given,  which  is  sent  to  the  parent  at  any  time 
that  the  pupil’s  work  is  unsatisfactory  in  any  study,  or  whenever 
his  attendance  or  behavior  is  at  fault. 

MENDOY  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 


SPECIAL  REPORT. 


The  daily  record  of 

is  unsatisfactory  in . 

Remarks . . 


Please  sign  and  return, 


.189 


Teacher. 


The  object  of  this  report,  in  addition  to  the  information  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  parents,  is  to  enlist  their  co-operation  with  the 
teacher  in  improving  the  condition  of  the  pupil  in  the  direction 
indicated  by  the  report.  Parents  are  expected  to  sign  and  return 
the  reports,  together  with  any  comments  or  inquiries  they  may 
wish  to  make. 


HOME  STUDY. 

A  word  of  explanation  may  be  desired  in  regard  to  the  study 
which  children  above  the  primary  grades  are  requested  to  do  at 
home.  One  object  of  such  study  is  to  train  the  child  to  work 
independently,  and  the  teachers  should  assign  home  lessons,  the 
principles  of  which  have  been  taught  in  school. 
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The  child  brings  what  he  has  tried  to  do  at  home  to  the 
teacher  for  her  to  examine.  If  it  is  incorrectly  done,  the  teacher 
then  knows  that  the  subject  must  be  explained  to  the  child  more 
carefully.  If,  however,  the  child  is  helped  at  home  to  do  the 
work,  or  worse  still,  if  the  work  is  done  for  him,  this  object  of 
home  study  is  defeated ;  the  child  loses  the  strength  which  is  de¬ 
veloped  in  overcoming  difficulties  by  his  own  effort,  and  the 
teacher  cannot  tell  where  he  needs  assistance. 

If  a  child  is  asked  to  gather  information  about  some  subject 
upon  which  the  parent  is  informed,  the  case  is  different,  but  in 
lessons  especially  assigned  by  the  teacher  for  home  work,  it  is 
expected  that  he  will  not  be  told  at  home  just  how  to  accomplish 
his  task,  or  have  the  work  done  for  him. 


DISCIPLINE. 

The  discipline  of  our  schools  is  an  important  attribute  of  our 
system  of  education.  A  person  is  educated  who  among  other 
things  has  acquired  the  power  of  self  control,  and  while  we  train 
the  judgment  and  enlarge  the  sympathy,  we  must  not  neglect  to 
develop,  in  so  far  as  possible,  habits  of  self  reliance  and  right 
action.  We  must  strive  to  lead  the  child  into  that  higher  realm 
where  he  will  realize  the  authority  of  right,  and  govern  himself 
accordingly.  So,  only,  can  education  contribute  to  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  this  nation  along  those  lines  on  which  our  fathers 
wrought  and  perpetuate  that  for  which  they  sacrificed  even  life 
itself. 

In  the  hands  of  the  teachers  rests  a  grave  responsibility. 
They  should  so  govern  that  the  action  of  the  child  is  not  re¬ 
pressed,  but  controlled  and  directed  until  grade  by  grade  the 
child  relies  less  and  less  upon  the  teacher,  and  more  and  more 
upon  himself.  In  our  high  schools  the  necessity  of  arbitrary 
control  bv  the  teacher  should  be  reduced  to  a  minimum,  and  the 
appeal  to  the  youth’s  judgment  that  the  teacher’s  ruling  is  founded 
upon  right,  be  alone  sufficient  to  the  good  order  of  the  school. 
That  this  ideal  is  in  some  measure  attainable,  a  tour  of  our  high 
schools  will  furnish  ample  proof. 

Let  me  urge  upon  parents,  friends  and  critics  of  the  schools 
a  more  frequent  inspection  of  our  work  by  each  and  all.  A 
closer  acquaintance  with  the  schools  would  increase  the  interest 
in  their  welfare,  their  needs  would  become  more  apparent,  and  a 
healthy  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  liberal  appropriations  would 
become  widespread. 
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TEACHERS'  MEETINGS, 

The  teachers’  meetings  have  been  held  as  usual.  On  May 
28,  a  joint  meeting  of  the  teachers  in  the  district  was  held  in 
Bellingham,  and  on  September  25,  the  teachers  attended  an 
institute  in  Franklin.  The  teachers’  meetings,  held  the  first 
Monday  afternoon  of  each  month,  at  3.30,  in  the  Grammar 
room,  are  open  to  anyone,  and  visitors  are  welcome. 

The  Superintendent  can  usually  be  seen  at  the  same  place 
every  Monday  afternoon,  when  the  schools  are  in  session,  from 
four  to  five. 

The  following  educational  books  have  been  placed  at  the 
teachers’  disposal.  They  are  read  by  them  and  reported  upon  at 
the  teachers’  meetings: 

Arnold — Way  marks  for  Teachers. 

Barnes — Historical  Method. 

Comenius — School  of  Infancy. 

Com  pay  re — History  of  Pedagogy. 

44  Psychology. 

44  Lectures  on  Teaching. 

DeGarmo — Essentials  of  Method. 

Frye — Brooks  and  Brook  Basins. 

Herford — Student’s  Froebel. 

Lukens — Thought  and  Memory. 

Page — Theory  and  Practice  of  Teaching. 

Peabody — Lectures  to  Kindergartners. 

Pestalozzi — Leonard  and  Gertrude. 

Prince — Methods  of  Teaching. 

Radestock — Habit. 

Rouseau — Emile. 

Tracy — Psychology  of  Childhood. 

White — Pedagogy. 

44  School  Management. 


CARE  OF  SCHOOL  PROPERTY. 

The  schools  are  fairly  well  provided  with  text  books,  most 
of  them  in  good  condition.  The  new  books  are  covered  with 
strong  paper,  especially  prepared  for  the  purpose ;  they  are 
labeled,  numbered  and  charged  to  the  pupils  to  whom  loaned. 
They  are  frequently  inspected,  and  any  malicious  or  careless  use 
of  a  book  is  promptly  detected  and  the  injury  paid  for  by  the 
pupil.  A  spirit  of  pride  in  their  school  and  its  equipment,  culti¬ 
vated  in  the  children  by  the  teacher,  does  much  to  foster  habits 
of  care  and  neatness. 
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It  will  thus  be  seen  that  by  a  suitable  care  of  school  property 
much  expense  is  saved  the  town,  not  to  mention  the  excellent 
effects  of  such  training  upon  the  children. 


A  NEW  SCHOOL  BUILDING. 

The  need  of  a  suitable  school  building  in  the  center  of  the 
town  is  apparent  to  everyone.  To  him  who  looks  at  the  matter 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  schools,  or  to  him  who  regards  the 
question  from  the  point  of  view  presented  by  public  convenience 
the  conclusion  is  the  same — a  new  and  separate  building  for  the 
schools  is  a  pressing  necessity.  When  a  town  undertakes  such 
an  enterprise  several  difficulties  present  themselves,  and  first, 
perhaps,  arises  the  question  of  location.  In  placing  a  school 
building,  convenience  of  access,  healthfulness  of  site,  and  room  for 
a  play-ground  should  be  considered.  While  there  are  several  lo¬ 
cations  about  town  where  a  schoolhouse  might  be  placed,  the  one 
which  seems  to  best  combine  these  various  requisites  is  a  piece  of 
land  owned  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Comstock,  and  situated  opposite  the 
residence  of  Mr.  E.  O.  Clark  on  North  avenue. 

In  erecting  a  school  building  it  would  seem  wise  for  the 
town  to  consider  utility  first  and  the  merely  decorative  second. 
Let  the  building  be  substantial  in  construction,  convenient  for  use, 
with  proper  attention  given  to  light,  heat  and  ventilation,  and  if 
there  should  be  any  funds  remaining  after  these  things  are  at¬ 
tended  to,  they  could  be  expended  in  ornamentation. 

There  are  many  reasons  which  may  be  adduced  in  favor  of  a 
new  building,  and  only  one  against  it.  The  town  of  Mendon  is 
valued  at  half  a  million  dollars.  Would  an  individual  worth  that 
sum  be  considered  extravagant  if  he  were  to  erect  for  his  use  a 
four-room  wooden  building  of  such  moderate  cost  as  a  school- 
house  ? 

But  the  great  benefit  to  the  children  of  a  suitable  school 
building  separate  from  the  town  hall,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
convenience  to  the  town  and  the  various  organizations  of  a  hall 
unencumbered  by  the  schools  and  available  at  all  times,  would  be 
highly  appreciated. 

I  would  respectfully  invite  attention  to  the  following : 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 

First :  That  slate  blackboards  and  improved  sanitary  ar¬ 
rangements  be  provided  at  the  North  school  building. 

Second  :  That  the  town  purchase  a  suitable  lot  of  land  in 
the  “Center,”  and  erect  thereon  a  four- room  school  building. 
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Third  :  That  all  the  schools  of  the  town  be  kept  open  for 
thirty-six  weeks  in  each  year.  Each  of  the  surrounding  towns 
gives  its  schools  more  weeks  in  a  year  than  does  Mendon.  This 
places  the  Mendon  children  at  a  disadvantage.  I  earnestly  hope 
the  town  will  see  that  the  appropriation  is  sufficient  to  enable  the 
committee  to  keep  the  schools  thirty-six  weeks  the  coming  year. 
An  appropriation  of  $2,550  has  been  sufficient  for  thirty-two 
weeks.  For  four  additional  weeks,  making  thirty- six  weeks,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  increase  this  amount  $250,  making  a  total  of 
$2800.  I  therefore  recommend 

Fourth:  That  the  town  appropriation  for  school  purposes 
be  twenty-eight  hundred  dollars  ($2800). 

In  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  thank  the  committee,  the 
teachers,  and  the  public  for  the  kindly  and  harmonious  spirit 
which  has  so  greatly  aided  in  our  mutual  efforts  towards  con¬ 
tinuing  and  improving  the  work  of  the  public  schools. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  School  Laws,  Statistics  and 
Roll  of  Honor  appended  to  this  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELMER  E.  SHERMAN, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 
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EDUCATIONAL  LAWS  IN  BRIEF. 

All  children  between  8  and  14,  unless  sick,  feeble-minded,  at  an  ap¬ 
proved  private  school,  or  otherwise  instructed  in  branches  required  by 
law,  must  attend  the  public  school  30  weeks  each  school  year.  They 
must  begin  with  the  first  month  of  the  fall  term.  Two  weeks  absence  is 
allowed.  Penalty  for  each  five  days  excess,  except  for  sickness,  $20. 

No  child  under  13  can  be  employed  “at  any  time  in  any  factory, 
workshop  or  mercantile  establishment.” 

No  child  between  13  and  14  can  be  employed  until  he  has  attended 
school  30  weeks  of  the  school  year. 

No  child  under  16  can  be  employed  without  a  certificate  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Schools. 

A  child  under  14  must  present  an  employment  ticket  on  applying  for 
a  certificate. 

The  father,  if  living  and  a  resident,  must  accompany  the  child  to 
sign  the  certificate  of  age;  if  not,  the  mother;  if  neither  father- nor 
mother,  the  guardian. 

Proof  of  correct  age  must  be  furnished,  if  the  age  certificate  does  not 
agree  with  the  school  census. 

Children  must  be  vaccinated  before  attending  school,  but  a  certifi¬ 
cate  from  a  regular  physician,  saying  a  child  is  an  unfit  subject  for  vac¬ 
cination,  allows  attendance. 

No  child  can  attend  school  from  a  household  in  which  there  is  a  case 
of  small-pox,  diphtheria  or  scarlet  fever.  Two  weeks  after  the  death, 
recovery  or  removal  of  the  patient  the  child  may  return  on  presentation 
of  a  certificate  from  the  attending  physician  or  board  of  health. 

“The  last  regular  session  prior  to  Memorial  Day,  or  a  portion  thereof, 
shall  be  devoted  to  exercises  of  a  patriotic  nature.” 

A  United  States  flag  not  less  than  four  feet  in  length  shall  be  dis¬ 
played  on  the  sehoolhouse  grounds  or  building  every  school  day,  when 
the  weather  will  permit,  and  on  the  inside  of  the  sehoolhouse  on  other 
school  days. 


TEACHERS  AND  SALARIES. 


TEACHER. 

WHERE  FITTED. 

SCHOOL. 

Salary 

per 

Week. 

Elzura  A.  Chandler . 

Bridgewater  Normal  ... 

High  . 

$13  89 

Mary  E.  Dudley . 

Mendon  Higrh  School . 

Primary.. ... 

10  00 

Permelia  S.  Meserve . . 

Gorham  Normal . 

North . 

10  00 

Harriet  Hanscom . 

Sanborn  Seminary,  N.  H . 

Grammar.... 

10  00 

Florence  E.  Snow . 

Mendon  High  School . 

Albeeville .. 

8  00 

S.  Emma  Dean 

Wellesley  College 

East 

7  00 

Ruth  B.  Cornwell . 

Friends’  School,  Providence.. 

West . 

7  00 

The  Fall  term  of  all  the  schools  will  begin  Tuesday,  Septem¬ 
ber  7,  1897. 


STATISTICS. 

From  February  15,  1896,  to  January  1,  1897. 
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January  1,  1897,  to  January  1,  1898. 


COURSE  OF  STUDY  IN  THE  MENDON  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

FIRST  YEAR. 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR. 


The  following  named  children  have  been  neither  absent  nor 
tardy  for  the  Time  Specified  : — 

SEVEN  YEARS. 

Frederick  A.  Snow — Grammar  School. 


THREE  YEARS. 

Mabel  D.  Snow — Primary  School. 

TWO  YEARS. 

Anna  M.  Cook — Grammar  School. 

Bertie  L.  Moores,  A.  Everett  Eldridge — North  School. 


ONE  YEAR. 

Herbert  O.  Wright — North  School. 

Edward  F.  Driscoll,  William  H.  Driscoll — High  School. 
John  J.  Driscoll,  Anna  H.  Pond — Grammar  School. 

F.  Merle  Brown,  Charles  V.  Driscoll,  Ellen  M.  Harrington, 
Rose  E.  Snow — Primary  School. 


SPRING  TERM. 

Annie  Byrne,  Ida  Darling,  Abbie  Darling,  Harold  H. 
Eldridge  -  North  School. 

Clara  W.  Pond — High  School. 

Earle  F.  Gaskill,  Catherine  A.  Harrington,  Mary  W.  Har¬ 
rington,  Clare  Williams — Primary  School. 

Ruth  L.  Worthen,  Warren  D.  Bates,  George  E.  Worthen — 
East  School. 

Caroline  S  Wood — West  School. 

Walter  J.  Coffin,  Alice  G.  Coffin,  Edward  B.  Alger — 
Albeeville  School. 
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FALL  TERM,  (September  8  to  January  i,) 

Carrie  Beal,  Ida  Barrows,  Ada  Fletcher,  Grace  Whiting, 
Oliver  Moores — High  School ’. 

Annie  J.  Wheeler,  Jennie  M.  Best,  Raymond  Barrows, 
Carrie  Wheeler — Grammar  School. 

Albert  I.  Cromb,  Mabel  L.  Cromb,  Davis  A.  Gabry,  Her¬ 
bert  E.  Wheeler — Primary  School. 

Charles  A.  Brown,  Harry  E.  Bates — East  School. 
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TOWN  WARRANT. 


Worcester ,  ss. — To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  in 
the  County  of  Worcester,  Greeting  : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are 
directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  quali¬ 
fied  by  law  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 
Town  Hall,  in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  first  day  of  March, 
next,  punctually  at  io  o’clock,  a.  m.,  to  act  on  the  following 
articles,  viz  : — 

Article  i.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  in  said 
meeting. 

Article  2.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  several  town  officers 
and  committees  and  act  thereon. 

Article  3.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the 
year  ensuing. 

Article  4.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  are  necessary 
to  defray  town  charges,  and  make  appropriations  of  the  same. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  list 
of  jurors  reported  by  the  Selectmen,  or  make  any  alteration  in 
the  same. 

Article  6.  To  see  what  measure^,  if  any,  the  town  will 
adopt  to  secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  7-  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  continue  the  v 
High  School. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer 
to  hire  money  to  pay  current  expenses  for  the  municipal  year 
commencing  March  1st,  1897,  in  anticipation  of  the  collection  of 
the  taxes. 

Article  9.  To  bring  in  their  ballots  “Yes”  or  “No”  in 
answer  to  the  question,  “Shall  licenses  be  granted  tor  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town?” 
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Article  io.  To  see  if  the  town  will  continue  communica¬ 
tion  by  telephone  with  Milford,  as  security  against  destruction  by 
fire,  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  ii.  To  see  what  instruction,  if  any,  the  town 
will  give  the  Board  of  Assessors  in  regard  to  the  valuation  of  the 
town,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appoint  a  committee 
to  ascertain  the  cost,  etc.,  of  a  suitable  four-room  school  building, 
and  report  at  some  future  meeting  not  later  than  March,  1898,  or 
take  any  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  print  the 
valuation  in  town  reports  of  1898. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  regulate  the 
price  of  team  work  on  the  highways. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  any  sum 
of  money  for  Decoration  Day  and  select  a  committee  to  have 
charge  of  said  appropriation. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  374  of  the  Acts  of  1895,  and  elect  a  single 
Highway  Surveyor. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant,  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  thereof  at  each  of  the  following  places  in  said 
town,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting, 
viz  : — At  the  post-office,  and  on  the  door  of  the  schooljaouse  in 
Albeeville,  and  at  the  post-office  in  South  Milford. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  or  Town  Clerk,  before  the 
time  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  fifteenth  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety-seven. 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

ALBERT  W.  GASKILL, 

GEO.  M.  TAFT, 


Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE  VARIOUS 

BOARDS  OF  TOWH  OFFICERS 

OF  THE 

TOWfl  OF  MENDON, 

INCLUDING  REPORT  OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


FOR  THE 


Municipal  Year  Ending  March  7,  1898. 


MILFORD,  MASS., 
Cook  &  Sons,  Printers, 
1898. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT, 


The  undersigned,  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  7,  1898,  respectfully  submits  the 
following  account  of  his  doings  : 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  the  following  items,  viz  : 

To  cash  received  of  the  Treasurer  of  Men¬ 
don  for  the  municipal  year  ending  Mar. 

1,  1897 .  $1,594  87 

To  cash  borrowed  on  three  town  notes .  2,000  00 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer  one- half 

Cattle  Inspection  for  1896 .  20  00 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer : — 

Corporation  tax  for  1897 .  $98  55 

National  Bank  Tax .  387  62 

State  Aid,  Chap.  301,  Acts  of  1894 .  429  00 

Military  Aid,  Chap.  279  Acts  of  1894....  16  00 

-  $931  17 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  School 

fund .  $381  28 

To  cash  received  of  County  Treasurer,  dog 

fund .  190  74 

To  cash  received  of  Collector  of  Taxes  for 

the  year  1896 .  555  60 

To  cash  received  of  Collector  of  Taxes  for 

the  year  1897 . 6,717  34 

To  cash  received  of  Edward  L.  Smith  for 

rent  of  Town  hall  to  April  1,  1897 .  75  25 

To  cash  received  for  3  copies  of  Annals  of 

Mendon . 8  25 

To  cash  received  of  I.  O.  Rhodes  for  use  of 

telephone .  47  88 

To  cash  received  of  C.  I.  Barnes  for  use  of 

hay  scales  to  Feb.  11,  1897  .  11  40 

To  cash  received  of  Barnes  Bros,  for  use  of 

hay  scales  to  Feb.  18,  1898 .  11  55 

To  cash  received  of  J.  Byrnes,  butcher’s 

license .  1  00 

To  cash  received  of  I.  O.  Rhodes  for  butch¬ 
er’s  license .  1  00 
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To  cash  received  of  Walter  A.  Gaskill  for 

butcher’s  license .  $1  00 

To  cash  received  of  S.  Warren  Cook,  for 

auctioneer’s  license .  2  00 

To  cash  received  of  Town  of  Blackstone, 

support  of  pauper .  6  70 

To  cash  received  from  Frank  Taft,  balance 

of  account  as  Superintendent .  11  29 

- $12,568  32 


The  treasurer  credits  himself  with  the  following  items,  viz  : 


By  paying  9 OTown  orders . $4,343  79 

“  3  Town  notes .  2,000  00 

44  payment  on  $1,800  note .  500  00 

44  interest  44  44  44  .  56  94 

4  4  4  4  4  4  three  notes .  36  69 

44  School  Committee .  3,372  02 

4*  State  tax .  385  00 

44  County  tax .  367  00 

By  cash  on  hand .  1,506  88 

- $12,568  32 


GEO.  M.  TAFT, 


Mendon,  Feb.  19,  1898. 


Treasurer. 


AUSTIN  WOOD  BELIEF  FUND. 

Dr. 

To  cash  received  of  Nathan  R.  George, 
treasurer,  for  1896  and  1897,  deposited 

in  Milford  Savings  Bank . $1,025  86 

Deposited  in  Worcester  County  Institution 

for  Savings .  360  64 

To  cash  received  as  interest  to  Oct.  1,  1897, 

of  Milford  Savings  bank .  40  38 

To  cash  received  as  interest  to  Jan.  1,  1898, 
of  Worcester  County  Institution  for 
Savings .  14  40 


Total 


Cr. 


$1,441  28 


By  cash  paid  for  12  orders . $  80  50 

44  deposited  in  Milford  Savings  Bank  985  74 
4  4  4  4  in  Worcester  County  Insti¬ 
tution  for  Savings .  375  04 

-  $1,441  28 

Respectfully  submitted. 


Mendon,  Feb.  19,  1898. 


GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Treasurer. 


SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
expenditures  of  the  town  for  the  municipal  year  ending  March  7, 
1898: 

INCIDENTALS. 

A.  A.  Jenkins,  services  in  criminal  case .  $4  28 

Charles  H.  Allen,  repairing  door  of  Town  Hall .  1  50 

Henry  Willard,  repairs  in  fire  department .  14  00 

“  wrench  for  engine . * .  1  60 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  work  in  old  cemetery .  5  00 

H.  H.  Lent,  steel  ceiling  at  Town  Hall .  69  15 

W.  H.  Bennett,  painting  ceiling  at  Town  Hall .  11  55 

H.  W.  Gaskill,  services  night  of  July  3,  ’97.  .  2  00 

H.  C.  Adams,  iusurance  on  town  property .  55  27 

it  u  tt  2  25 

E.  C.  Kinsley,  work  at  monument .  2  40 

“  services  night  of  July  3,  ’97 .  2  00 

R.  C.  Fish,  returning  four  births .  1  00 

Williams  Bros.,  coal  for  fire  department  .  7  25 

Emery  &  Wood,  returning  10  deaths .  2  50 

Milo  A.  Gaskill,  damages  to  wagon,  Jan.  11,  ’98. ...  2  75 

Liberty  Freeman,  cash  paid .  3  80 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  grate  and  ash  pan  for  stove  at 

Town  Hall .  1  25 

Edw.  C.  Kinsley,  cleaning  Town  Hall  .  5  75 

Albert  W.  Gaskill,  work  on  tomb  door .  1  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  rent,  care  of  fire  at  fire  department. ..  16  30 

I.  O.  Rhodes,  operator,  use  of  telephone,  one  year  to 

March  1,  1898 .  60  00 


$272  60 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Charles  H  Allen,  auditor  for  1896 .  $6  00 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  lockup  keeper .  5  00 

WillardS.  Wilcox,  assessor  for  1897 .  40  50 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  assessor  for  1897 .  38  50 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  assessor  for  1897 .  35  00 
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Milo  A.  Gaskill,  ballot  clerk,  March  23,  1897......  $  1  50 

Arthur  V.  Pond,  ballot  clerk,  March  23,  1897 .  1  50 

Horace  S.  Coleman,  ballot  clerk,  Nov.  2,  1897 .  2  00 

Milo  A.  Gaskill,  ballot  clerk,  Nov.  2,  1897 .  2  00 

Charles  I.  Barnes,  constable .  12  00 

Thomas  F.  Kelly,  constable .  3  00 

Horace  C.  Adams,  election  officer,  registrar  and  cash 

paid .  33  46 

Horace  C.  Adams,  recording  births,  marriages  and 

deaths .  .  15  90 

George  M.  Taft,  treasurer .  50  00 

George  M.  Taft,  selectman  and  registrar  .  30  00 

Edw.  C.  Kinsley,  selectman  and  registrar . ,  30  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  selectman  and  registrar .  50  00 

Albert  W.  Gaskill,  inspector  of  domestic  animals  to 

March  1,  1898 .  40  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  services  as  fireward .  2  40 

Edw.  C.  Kinsley,  services  as  fireward .  90 


$399  66 

AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 

Cash  paid  out .  $80  50 

Frank  Taft,  highway  surveyor,  for  repairing  roads 

and  bridges .  $1,543  40 

For  clearing  roads  of  snow .  294  42 

Old  snow  bills  : — 

Frank  A.  Dewolfe .  $1  75 

Thomas  J.  Lapham .  2  80 

Henry  W.  Gaskill . •••• .  1  75 


$6  30 

PRINTING. 

Cook  &  Sons .  $61  00 

G.  M.  Billings .  8  50 


$69  50 

TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Paid  Trustees,  two  orders .  $150  00 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 


Paid  committee,  one  order 


$50  00 
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CARE  AND  SUPPLIES  OF  TOWN  HALL. 

E.  L.  Smith,  care  of  hall  to  April  1,  1897, .  $85  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  sundries  for  hall  to  April  1,  1897 .  16  57 

Williams  Bros.,  coal . .  44  38 

$145  95 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS,  SCHOOL  BOOKS,  INCIDENTALS 
AND  APPARATUS. 

Paid  School  Committee,  one  order  .  $2,800  00 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Paid  Overseers  of  Poor,  twelve  town  orders .  $900  00 

SOLDIERS’  RELIEF,  CHAP.  298,  ACTS  OF  1889. 

For  Mrs.  Stephen  H.  Seisco,  medical  attendance 

furnished  by  Dr.  J.  M.  French .  $12  50 

MILITARY  AID  UNDER  CHAP.  279,  ACTS  OF  1894. 
William  E.  Barrows .  $97  46 

SOLDIERS’  BURIAL,  CHAP.  395,  ACTS  OF  1889. 
David  A  Kingman . $35  00 

STATE  AID  TO  PENSIONERS  UNDER  CHAP.  301, 
ACTS  OF  1894. 

Abijah  S.  Claflin . $32  00 

Joanna  Curley . 48  00 

Malinda  W.  Cummings .  48  00 

Rufus  Hazard . 48  00 

George  W.  Scisco .  48  00 

Caleb  V.  A.  Smith .  48  00 

Waterman  Taft  .  32  00 

Annette  L.  Weatherhead .  48  00 

Lewis  H.  Barrows .  12  00 

George  Wilber .  3  00 

$367  00 

RECAPITULATION. 

Incidentals .  $272  60 

Town  officers .  399  66 

Roads  and  bridges .  1,543  40 


Snow  bills,  1897 .  $6  30 

Snow  bills,  1898 .  294  42 

Printing .  69  50 

Taft  Public  Library .  150  00 

Memorial  day .  50  00 

Town  hall .  145  95 

Schools .  2,800  00 

Poor .  900  00 

Soldiers  burial,  Chap.  395,  Acts  of  1889 .  35  00 

Soldiers  Relief,  Chap.  298,  Acts  of  1889 . - .  12  50 

Military  Aid,  Chap.  279,  Acts  of  1894 .  97  46 

State  Aid,  Chap.  301,  Acts  of  1894 .  367  00 


$7,143  79 

The  selectmen  report  the  available  assets  of  the  Town, 
known  to  them,  are  as  follows  : 

Due  from  collector  of  1896 .  $59  38 

Due  from  collector  of  1897 .  614  01 

Due  from  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  chap.  301,  to  Jan.  1, 

1898,  12  months .  378  00 

Due  from  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  chap.  301,  to  March  1, 

1898,  2  months .  59  00 

Due  from  state,  burial  of  soldiers,  chap.  395,  D.  A. 

Kingman .  35  00 

Due  from  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  chap.  279,  to  June  1, 

1897 . 48  73 

Due  from  state,  one-half  salary  of  the  inspector  of 

animals  and  provisions,  to  March  1,  1898 .  20  00 

Cash  in  hands  of  treasurer .  1,506  88 


$2,721  00 

The  liabilities  of  the  town,  so  far  as  known,  are  as  follows  : 

Outstanding  bills,  estimated .  $55  00 

Due  town  officers,  estimated .  135  00 

Outstanding  note .  800  00 

Interest  on  same  to  date  at  4  1-2  per  cent .  23  50 


$1,013  50 

Net  balance  in  favor  of  town .  $1,707  50 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LIBERTY  FEEEMAN, 

GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

EDW.  C.  KINSLEY, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


Mendon,  Feb.  19,  1898. 
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APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1897. 

Support  of  schools . $2,000  00 

School  incidentals .  300  00 

School  text  books . 200  00 

School  apparatus .  50  00 

District  Superintendent  of  Schools .  250  00 

Support  of  poor .  800  00 

Repairs  of  roads  and  bridges .  1,500  00 

Taft  Public  Library .  175  00 

Town  incidentals .  800  00 

Interest .  200  00 

Soldiers’  Relief .  100  00 

Suppression  of  gambling,  liquor  selling  and  vice .  100  00 

Memorial  day .  50  00 


$6,525  00 


REPORT  OF  HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR. 


The  highway  surveyor  submits  the  following  report  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  7,  1898. 

He  debits  himself  to  cash  received  on  13  orders .  $1,837  82 


He  credits  himself  with  paying  the  following  bills  : — 

Thomas  J.  Lapham,  for  labor  with  team  and  shoveling 

snow .  $314  30 

Frank  A.  Dewolfe,  for  labor  with  team  and  shoveling 

snow .  44  39 

W.  C.  Robinson,  for  labor  with  team  and  shoveling 

snow .  28  24 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  for  labor  with  team  and  shoveling 

snow .  22  00 

Edward  H.  Taft,  for  labor  with  team  and  shoveling 

snow .  24  35 

Davis  Hill,  for  labor  with  team  and  shoveling  snow  37  66 

Elias  T.  Bates,  44  44  44  “  30  79 

Lyman  E.  Wheeler  44  44  44  44  89  40 

Wilfred  T.  Claflin,  for  labor  with  team .  180  60 

Clarence  Whiting  44  44  44  .  6  00 

Z.  R.  Higgins  4  4  4  4  4  4  and  gravel. .. .  12  39 

Michael  Head,  labor  on  repairs  and  shoveling  snow. .  212  86 

Thomas  H.  Pierce  44  44  44  44  ..  53  63 

John  R.  Taft,  for  labor  on  repairs .  91  80 

Dwight  Davenport,  *4  44  54  90 

S.  E.  Everton  44  44  50  85 

Elden  E.  Barrows  44  44  9  00 

Andre  Southwick  44  44  2  00 

John  Wood  44  44  1  50 

Frank  Taft,  as  highway  surveyor .  341  35 

George  Whiting,  for  shoveling  snow .  2  55 

John  Kelly,  44  44  3  00 

Genette  Brown,  44  44  4  80 

Florence  Driscoll,  44  44  3  00 

Jeremiah  Driscoll,  4-  44  2  85 

Fred  F.  Brown,  44  44  2  85 

Joseph  Dudley,  44  44  5  03 

William  Daily,  44  44  .  45 

Fdward  Cook,  44  44  1  35 

Norman  Wheeler,  44  44  1  20 
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W.  S.  Haynes,  for  shoveling  snow .  $3  00 

I.  O.  Rhodes,  “  44  .  53 

Edward  Dudley,  for  gravel  and  supplies .  76  07 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  “  “  .  44  65 

Walter  Thompson,  for  supplies .  7  20 

A.  M.  Seagrave,  for  gravel .  12  00 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  44  8  00 

A.  D.  Davenport,  44  4  78 

Geo.  Jennison,  44  4  00 

James  Warner,  44  3  04 

J.  H.  Farnum,  44  4  25 

James  R.  Best,  44  1  50 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  44  .  80 

Mrs.  Annie  Cook,  44  .  48 

Henry  W.  Brown,  for  repairs .  6  19 

John  Barry,  44  4  70 

A.  Morin,  for  repairs  and  supplies .  5  17 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  44  .  1412 

John  Thomas,  44  . .  2  U0 

F.  Tompkins,  44  .  25 


$1,837  82 

Team  work .  $544  65 

Appropriation  for  general  repairs .  $1,500  00 

Amount  expended  for  general  repairs .  $1,543  40 

4  4  *4  4  4  clearing  roads  of  snow .  294  42 


$1,837  82 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  TAFT. 

Highway  Surveyor. 


« 


COLLECTOR’S  REPORT 


Dr. 


Balance  uncollected  Feb.  13,  1897 .  $613  38 

Interest  received .  28  68 

-  $642  06 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $555  60 

Abatements .  27  08 

Balance  uncollected,  Feb.  19,  1898..  59  38 

-  $642  06 


GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1896. 


Dr. 


To  taxes  committed  for  collection.. .  $7,315  18 

Interest  received . . .  39  73 

- $7,354  91 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $6,717  34 

Abatements .  23  56 

Balance  uncollected,  Feb.  19,  1898..  614  01 

- $7,354  91 


GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  for  1897. 


REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for 
the  municipal  year  ending  March  7,  1898. 

John  W.  Barry,  Dennis  Holland,  Mary  C.  Taft,  Edna  Allen, 
Edna  French,  Dora  Barrows  and  child,  the  family  of  Albert 
W.  Barrows,  the  family  of  Eli  Gabry,  Annie  J.  Bates,  (di¬ 
vorced  wife  of  John  Bates)  (having  a  settlement  in  Mendon,) 
Samuel  E.  Everton  and  family,  (belonging  to  Uxbridge,)  the 
family  of  James  Meagher  (to  Blackstone,)  have  been  wholly  or 
partially  supported.  Rufus  Southwick,  a  real  estate  owner  in 
town, (but  without  other  funds,)  has  been  assisted  to  the  amount 
of  $22.50  of  which  he  has  since  paid  $10.  The  balance  will  be 
collected. 

The  Overseers  charge  themselves  with  the  receipt  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  named  funds  belonging  to  the  town  : 


Twelve  town  orders .  $900  00 

Town  of  Uxbridge,  March  6,  1897,  (old  bill) .  41  02 

Town  of  Uxbridge,  Nov.  2.  “  56  03 

Town  of  Blackstone,  Jan.  28,  1898 .  15  00 

Town  of  Uxbridge,  Feb.  9,  1898 .  12  00 

Rufus  Southwick,  Feb.  10,  1898 .  10  00 


$1,034  05 

The  Overseers  credit  themselves  with  paying  the  following 
amount : 


For  support  of : 

John  W.  Barry .  $169  46 

Dennis  Holland.... .  169  46 

Mary  C.  Taft .  135  00 

Edna  Allen .  Ill  25 

Edna  French .  2  45 

Dora  Barrows  and  child . .  58  40 

Family  of  Albert  W.  Barrows .  67  64 

Family  of  Eli  Gabry .  61  70 

Annie  J.  Bates .  7  54 

Samuel  E.  Everton .  68  03 

James  Meagher .  15  00 
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Gilbert  Gaskill,  519  tramps .  $77  85 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  wood  for  tramphouse .  10  00 

Rufus  Southwick,  (temporary  aid) .  22  50 

George  R.  Ford,  services .  6  00 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  services .  6  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  services .  37  50 

Cash  on  hand  to  balance .  9  27 


$1,034  05 

From  the  whole  amount  paid  for  the  support  of  the 

poor .  $1,024  78 

Deduct  what  was  due  for  the  support  of  the 

poor  to  March  1,  1897 .  $97  95 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  S.  E.  Everton 

and  family .  68  03 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  James  Meagher 

and  family .  15  00 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  Rufus  Southwick 

$22.50  less  $10.00  returned .  12  50 

-  193  48 


$831  30 

Add  what  will  be  due  for  support  of  poor  to  March  7, 

1898  .  131  36 


Cost  of  supporting  the  poor  for  the  year  ending  March 

7,  1898 .  $962  66 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 
GILBERT  GASKILL, 
GEORGE  R.  FORD, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


Mendon,  Feb.  16,  1898. 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK 


DOGS  REGISTERED  IN  1897. 

Balance  from  1896 .  $  1  80 

84  male  dogs .  168  00 

11  female  dogs .  55  00 

— - S224  80 


Registration  fees .  $19  00 

Paid  County  Treasurer .  204  00 

Cash  on  hand .  1  80 


$224  80 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1897. 


DATE  OF 

BIRTH,  NAME  OF  CHILD. 

1896 

Dee.  8,  Esther  Louise  Higgins, 
1897. 

Jan.  14,  Marguerite  Harrington, 
Jan.  17,  Bernice  Irene  Munyon, 

Jan.  24,  Benjamin  Henry  Eldredge, 
Mar.  2,  Ernest  Perry  Wood, 

Mar.  14,  Gladys  Irene  Pearson, 

Mar.  27,  Irving  Chester  Darling, 
Apr.  13,  Andrew  Willard  Holbrook, 
May  3,  Lillian  May  Dewolfe, 

May  16,  Mirriam  Winnifred  Alger, 
May  17,  Male, 

June  11,  Mary  Ellen  Brien, 

June  22,  Melinda  Mary  Everton, 
Aug.  7,  Male, 

Aug.  25,  Mildred  Gladys  Arraud, 
Aug.  28,  Edith  Ernestine  Kinsley, 
Aug.  31,  EdithEvelynMarie  Hoberg, 
Sept.  8,  Gordon  Everett  Clark, 

Oct.  7,  Gladys  Mary  Sumner, 

Nov.  9,  Clement  Morton  Holbrook, 


PARENTS. 

Zoheth  R.  and  Marie  L.  Higgins. 

Michael  T.  and  MaryJ.  Harrington 
Albert  E.  and  Mary  L.  Munyon. 
Alfred  C.  and  Leaphie  Eldredge. 
Frank  H.  and  Sarah  J.  Wood. 
Irving  E.  and  Jennie  E.  Pearson, 
Floyd  E.  and  Emma  A.  Darling. 
Willard  and  Flora  E.  Holbrook. 
Frank  A.  and  Laura  V.  Dewolfe. 
Fred  A.  and  Lena  M.  Alger. 
Illegitimate. 

George  and  Mary  Brien. 

Samuel  E.  and  Mary  S.  Everton. 
George  M.  and  Emma  A.  Taft, 
Leroy  R.  and  Annie  M.  Arrand. 
Percy  T.  and  Jennie  L.  Kinsley. 
John  P.  and  Hannah  M.  E.  Hoberg 
Elton  O.  and  Bessie  W.  Clark. 
Wilbur  L.  and  Bertha  T.  Sumner. 
Morton  A.  and  Cora  B.  Holbrook. 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IX  1897. 


DATE  OF  MARRIAGE, 

1897. 

Jan.  23, 

April  21, 

June  12, 

July  3, 

Aug.  4, 

Xov.  3, 

Nov.  25, 


NAME  OF  GROOM  AND  BRIDE.  RESIDENCE. 


Roy  Arrand, 

Annie  May  Kelley, 
Morton  Allen  Holbrook, 
Cora  Belle  St.  John, 
Felix  Bibeau, 


Hopedale. 
Mendon. 
Mendon. 
Plaiufield,  Yt. 
Mendon. 


Marie  Blanche  Albina  Benoit,  Woonsocket,  R.  I. 


George  Bertram  Ambler, 
Mabelle  Hall, 

Timothy  Raymond  Scott, 
Edith  Bennett, 

James  Newton  Nutter, 
Grace  Adams  Andrew, 
George  Adelbert  Fuller, 
Mabel  Olive  Barrows, 


Mendon. 

Natick,  Mass. 
Providence,  R. 
Mendon. 
Mendon. 
Hopedale,  Mass. 
Mendon. 
Hopedale,  Mass. 


DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1897. 

DATE  OF  DEATH,  NAME  AGE  RESIDENCE. 


1897. 
Feb.  9, 

Sarah  M.  Cromb, 

Y. 

71 

M. 

7 

D. 

6 

Mendon. 

Feb.  26, 

William  R.  Barrows, 

3 

5 

14 

Mendon. 

Mar.  8, 

David  A.  Kingman, 

67 

7 

1 

Mendon. 

Mar.  26, 

Ann  Chenery, 

64 

4 

— 

Leicester,  Mass. 

Mar.  29, 

Daniel  Coyne, 

82 

— 

— 

Mendon. 

June  21, 

George  F.  Lowell, 

60 

5 

28 

Mendon. 

July  11, 

Nancy  Aldrich, 

73 

.8 

11 

Mendon. 

Aug.  10, 

(Male)  Taft, 

— 

3 

Mendon. 

Aug.  17, 

Earl  Avon  Wilbur, 

— 

3 

— - 

Mendon. 

Aug.  26, 

Erastus  Hill, 

84 

9 

25 

Mendon. 

Sept  7, 

Andrew  Willard  Holbrook, 

— 

5 

7 

Mendon. 

Sept.  11, 

George  W.  Tucker, 

81 

8 

— 

Mendon. 

Nov.  6, 

Emeline  M.  Gunn, 

66 

24 

Mendon. 

Nov.  24. 

Stephen  Cook, 

91 

1 

6 

Mendon. 

Dec.  30, 

Frank  H.  Plummer, 

49 

7 

10 

Mendon. 

The  attention  of  parents  and  others  is  called  to  the  report  of 
births,  marriages  and  deaths.  If  any  errors  or  omissions  are  dis¬ 
covered,  the  town  clerk  should  be  notified  and  the  record  per¬ 
fected.  Blanks,  for  making  returns  of  births,  marriages  and 
deaths  can  always  be  obtained  of  the  town  clerk. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 
Town  Clerk. 


Mendon,  Feb.  19,  1898. 


SEVENTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  TUFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


The  trustees  submit  the  following  report :  The  board  reor¬ 
ganized  April  17,  1897  They  have  but  little  to  add  to  the  in¬ 
formation  furnished  by  the  report  of  the  librarian,  which  follows. 
The  annual  examination  of  the  books  was  made  Feb.  8,  current, 
and  the  books  were  all  accounted  for,  and  found  in  satisfactory 
condition.  The  library  was  reopened  Feb.  12.  The  trustees 
have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  secure  the  services  of  Mrs.  Sara  F. 
Towne,  as  Librarian  for  another  year.  It  is  the  practice  of  the 
trustees  to  keep  only  a  small  balance  in  the  hands  of  their 
Treasurer  ;  the  unusual  amount  so  held  at  the  time  of  making  this 
report,  is  to  pay  for  binding  books,  etc.,  that  were  in  the  hands 
of  the  binder  at  that  time. 

During  the  past  year  three  copies  of  the  Annals  of  Mendon 
have  been  sold  and  one  copy  exchanged  for  a  History  of  Clinton, 
Mass. 

The  thanks  of  our  citizens  are  tendered  to  all  who  have  con¬ 
tributed  books,  magazines  or  literature  of  any  kind  to  the  library 
during  the  past  year. 

The  Trustees  have  put  oft  the  furnishing  of  additional  shelf 
room,  until  it  seems  impossible  to  do  so  any  longer.  During  the 
ensuing  year  some  provision  of  the  kind  must  be  made. 

The  Trustees  recommend  the  appropriation  of  two  hundred 
dollars  for  the  use  of  the  library  the  ensuing  year. 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

ELMER  E.  SHERMAN, 

Trustees  of  Taft  Public  Library. 

Mendon,  Feb.  12,  1898. 
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LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  : 

The  Library  was  reopened  Feb.  12,  1897.  The  whole  num¬ 
ber  of  books  given  out  during  the  year  was  3810.  The  largest 
number  delivered  any  Saturday  was  95  ;  the  smallest  number  54, 
the  average  number  75. 

The  delivery  by  divisions  was  as  follows:  Agriculture,  8; 
Biography,  62  ;  Fiction,  2979  ;  History,  136  ;  Poetry,  58  ;  Miscel¬ 
laneous,  35;  Periodicals,  418;  Religion.  4  ;  Science,  39  ;  Trav¬ 
els,  71. 

The  town  has  purchased  117  volumes;  11  have  been  given  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  2  by  the  Bureau  of  Edu¬ 
cation  ;  1  by  the  Hon.  Eli  Thayer;  1  by  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission  ;  1  by  the  Smithsonian  Institute  ;  making  a  total  of 
133.  4  volumes  of  unbound  Century  Magazines  have  been  given 
by  N.  R.  George;  4  volumes  of  Harpers,  and  4  of  Outing  un¬ 
bound  by  J.  A.  George  ;  and  4  volumes  of  New  England  Maga¬ 
zine  unbound  by  H.  C.  Adams.  All  these  have  since  been 
bound.  A  number  of  pamphlets  have  been  given.  A  copy  of 
the  Annals  of  Mendon  has  been  exchanged  for  a  copy  of  the 
History  of  the  origin  of  the  town  of  Clinton.  Whole  number  of 
books  in  the  library,  3685. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SARA  F.  TOWNE, 
Librarian. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 

Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public 
Library  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  8,  1898. 

Dr. 


Balance  from  1897 .  $  8  77 

Cash  received  on  two  town  orders .  150  00 

Cash  received  of  Sara  F.  Towne,  cards  and  fines .  8  00 


$166  77 
Cr. 


Cash  paid  G.  M.  Billings, for  paper . .  $  7  75 

“  Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co.,  for  books .  17  67 

“  W.  B.  Clark  &  Co.,  for  books .  67  35 
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Cash  paid  Sara  F.  Towne,  salary .  $50  00 

Cash  on  hand .  24  00 


$166  77 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 


Mendon,  February  12,  1898. 


Treasurer. 


Examined  and  found  correct  and  with  proper  vouchers. 

HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 
LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

Auditing  Committee. 


AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Selectmen,  Treasurer, 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Highway  Surveyor,  Town  Clerk,  School 
Committee  and  Collector  of  Taxes.  Also  the  accounts  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  for  the  Mu¬ 
nicipal  year  ending  March  7,  1898,  and  find  them  correctly  kept 
and  with  proper  vouchers. 

CHARLES  H.  ALLEN, 

Auditor. 


Mendon,  Feb.  21,  1898. 


REPO  R  T 


OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  MENDON, 

FOR  THE 


SCHOOL  YEAR  1897=98. 


MILFORD,  MASS.: 

Cook  &  Sons,  Printers,  Journal  Office. 
1898. 


ORGANIZATION  OF 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  1897-9S. 


HENRY  W.  GASKILL,  Chairman, 
ERWIN  A.  SNOW,  Secretary, 
LYMAN  COOK, 


Term  expires  1900 
“  1898 

“  !§99 


Superintendent, 
ELMER  E.  SHERMAN. 


School  Book  Agent, 
ERWIN  A.  SNOW. 


Truant  Officers, 

JOHN  L.  DAVENPORT,  LYMAN  COOK, 

ELMER  E.  SHERMAN. 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  REPORT. 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Mendon: 

The  following  report  of  the  School  Committee  is  respect¬ 
fully  submitted  : 

In  comparing  last  year’s  report  with  this,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  amount  given  as  balance  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  and 
the  amount  given  in  this  report,  do  not  agree ;  the  reason  is  this : 

When  the  report  was  made  up  last  year  the  schools  were 
not  finished,  but  all  bills  for  the  year  were  paid  except  teachers, 
janitors,  and  for  transportation  of  scholars,  and  we  supposed  we 
knew  just  what  these  would  be ;  but  owing  to  sickness  in  the  dis¬ 
tricts  where  the  children  are  carried  there  were  some  days  when 
there  were  none  to  carry.  As  no  trips  were  made  on  these  days  we 
did  not  have  them  to  pay  for ;  consequently,  we  had  a  few  more 
dollars  on  band  than  we  expected  to  have. 

At  the  time  of  making  up  this  report  the  schools  have  two 
weeks  more  to  keep.  All  bills  for  the  year  are  paid  excepting 
teachers,  janitors  and  for  transportation  of  scholars  for  these  two 
weeks.  This  we  have  not  given  in  detail  but  have  included  the 
amount  that  we  have  reason  to  expect  it  will  be  in  this  report, 
thus  giving  the  cost  of  all  the  schools,  except  the  High,  for  the 
full  year  of  thirty-six  weeks. 

A  change  in  the  division  of  the  terms  of  the  High  school 
while  it  gives  only  thirty-six  weeks  in  the  school  year,  brings 
thirty-eight  weeks  in  the  financial  year.  This  we  shall  have  paid 
for  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  is  included  in  this  report. 

The  coming  year  the  North  school  house  should  be  painted, 
and  some  changes  made  in  the  outbuildings  there,  and  new 
blackboards  should  be  put  in  at  the  Albeeville  school  house. 

We  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  annexed  report  of 
the  Superintendent  on  the  condition  and  needs  of  the  schools, 
which  the  Committee  at  its  last  meeting  voted  to  accept  and 
have  printed. 

We  would  respectfully  recommend  an  appropriation  of 
twenty-eight  hundred  dollars  for  schools,  the  same  as  last  year. 


4 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

Balance  of  last  year  not  given  in  detail  in  last  year’s  report : 
Cash  on  hand  at  time  of  making  out  re- 


port .  $354  74 

Teachers’  wages: — 

Elzura  A.  Chandler .  $41  67 

Parmelia  S.  Meserve .  50  00 

Florence  E.  Snow . 40  00 

Harriet  Hanscom .  30  00 

Mary  E.  Dudley .  50  00 

S.  Emma  Dean . 42  00 

Frank  H.  Lowell . 8  00 

-  $261  67 

Care  of  rooms : — 

Parmelia  S.  Meserve .  $6  00 

Florence  E.  Snow .  3  60 

S.  Emma  Dean .  6  10 

E.  A.  Snow .  12  00 

-  $27  70 

Transportation  of  scholars: — 

Alfred  I.  Barrows . $23  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft .  20  00 

— —  $43  °° 

$332  37 

Balance  on  hand .  22  37 


$354  74 


Receipts. 


Appropriations : — 

Support  of  schools  and  transportation 

of  scholars .  $2,000  00 

Text  books  and  supplies .  200  00 

Incidentals . . : .  300  00 

Apparatus  .  50  00 

Superintendent .  250  00 

Other  resources : — 

Balance  on  hand  March  1,  1897 .  22  37 

Income  from  state  school  fund .  381  28 

“  dog  tax .  190  74 

Received  from  the  State  on  account  of 

Superintendent . 416  67 
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Received  for  tuition .  $35  00 

“  rent  of  school  room .  1  00 

“  floor  brush  for  hall .  1  50 

“  books  and  supplies  sold .  2  97 


Expenditures  for  the  Year. 


Teachers’  Wages: — 

Elzura  A.  Chandler,  High .  $208  00 

Francis  A.  Rugg,  High .  291  70 

S.  Emma  Dean,  Grammar .  210  00 

Helen  A.  Tucker,  Grammar . .  96  00 

Emily  Albee,  Grammar .  14  00 

Nancy  C.  George,  Grammar .  8  00 

Hattie  B.  Johnson,  Grammar .  2  00 

Harriet  Hanscom,  Grammar .  4  00 

MaryE.  Dudley,  Primary .  340  00 

Parmelia  S.  Meserve,  North .  340  00 

Florence  E.  Snow,  Albeeville .  296  00 

S.  Emma  Dean,  East . 92  50 

Cora  L.  Edmands,  East .  149  50 

Frank  H.  Lowell,  music  teacher .  68  00 


Fuel : — 

Williams  Bros.,  coal .  $64  38 

“  “  wood . .  5  00 

H.  W.  Gaskill,  cash  paid,  wood  and 

fitting .  14  25 

E.  A.  Snow,  cash  paid,  wood  fitting 

and  shavings  .  912 

Lyman  Cook,  wood  and  fitting .  11  00 

C.  H.  Ellis,  wood  and  fitting . .  8  00 


Care  of  rooms:  — 

E.  A.  Snow,  Center .  34  00 

Parmelia  S.  Meserve,  North .  17  00 

Florence  E.  Snow,  Albeeville .  9  00 

S.  Emma  Dean,  East .  3  25 

Cora  L.  Edmands,  East . 5  75 

Mrs.  Willard  Alger,  cleaning  Center 

rooms . 7  50 

Mrs.  Willard  Alger,  cleaning  Albee¬ 
ville .  4  70 

Mrs.  Head,  cleaning  North .  5  00 

Lyman  Cook,  cleaning  East .  1  00 


$3,851  53 


$2,120  03 


75 


$87  20 
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Text  books  and  supplies: — 

Amount  purchased  as  per  report  of 

school  book  agent..... .  $184  51 

Apparatus : — 

William  B.  Harrison .  $9  36 

J.  L.  Hammett  Co . ! .  4  20 

E.  E.  Sherman .  3  65 

T.  H.  Castor .  9  60 

Ginn  &  Co . . . 12  46 

-  $39  27 

Superintendent : — 

Elmer  E.  Sherman .  $500  00 

Transportation  of  scholars: — 

Alfred  I.  Barrows .  $167  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft .  170  00 

-  $337  00 

Incidentals : — 

William  H.  Bennett,  dressing  black¬ 
boards . $1  65 

William  H.  Bennett,  labor  and  material 

furnished .  1  42 

Geo.  J.  Perry  &  Co.,  liquid  slating .  3  00 

“  44  brushes .  5  75 

u  book  case .  10  00 

“  44  floor  mats .  7  20 

G.  M.  Billings,  printing . , .  2  58 

44  programmes  of  gradua¬ 
tion  exercises .  4  00 

G.  M.  Billings,  1-3  binding  of  district 

report .  1  00 

J.  L.  Davenport,  labor  and  material 

putting  in  slate  blackboards .  23  00 

J.  L.  Davenport,  labor  and  material 

furnished .  2  00 

J.  L.  Davenport,  cleaning  privy  vaults  .  1  50 

John  W.  Estey,  use  of  well .  3  00 

E.  E.  Sherman,  traveling  expenses  and 

telephone  message .  1  78 

E.  E.  Sherman,  stationery,  printing .  3  00 

44  express  paid .  15 

44  stamped  envelopes _  3  63 

Elzura  A.  Chandler,  use  of  Simplex 

Printer . 2  00 

Rev.  A.  E.  Winship,  address . 7  00 

Cleveland  Printing  Co.,  diplomas . .  2  50 


Joseph  Dudley,  services  at  church 

graduation  day . 

F.  H.  Lowell,  music  for  graduation . 

O.  D.  Case  Co.,  slate  blackboards . 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  stove  pipe  and 

hooks . 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies  used  in  re¬ 
pairs  and  in  the  school  rooms . 

Avery  &  Woodbury,  chairs . 

“  curtains  and  fix¬ 
tures . 

Florence  Driscoll,  labor . 

J.  A.  George,  putting  up  stage  at 

church . 

Z.  C.  Field,  lumber . 

C.  I.  Barnes,  supplies . 

C.  J.  Bailey  &  Co.,  rubber  tips  for 

High  school  chairs . 

Mrs.  Stenson,  repairing  flag . 

Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co.,  bunting  for  flag. 

H.  J.  Dearing,  stove  grates . 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  grading  yard,  center . 

John  Barry,  labor . 

E.  A.  Snow,  express  paid . 

“  cash  paid  postage . 

“  “  freight  and  carting  . 

“  “  traveling  expenses. 

“  “  cleaning  school  yard 

“  “  sundries . 

“  labor  and  man  putting  in 

blackboards,  moving  seats,  fixing 
stove  pipe,  carting  lumber,  putting 

up  shutters,  etc.,  as  per  bills . 

E.  A.  Snow,  cleaning  privy  vaults . 

“  “  taking  school  census . 

“  “  services  as  school  commit¬ 
tee . 

E.  A.  Snow,  services  as  secretary  school 

committee . . . 

E.  A.  Snow,  school  book  agent . 

Lyman  Cook,  services  as  school  com¬ 
mittee . . . 

Lyman  Cook,  taking  schoolcensus . 

“  labor  and  supplies . 

“  cash  paid,  fixing  clock . 

“  sundries . 

“  use  of  well . 


$i  oo 

2  70 
39  47 

4  48 

6  81 

3  30 

1  20 

7  20 

1  50 

5  44 

1  19 

9  00 
1  00 

1  5o 

1  80 
10  50 

60 

4  20 

3  !5 

2  6^ 

4  86 
1  00 
1  41 


9  10 

1  00 

2  00 

3  75 

10  00 
8  00 


1  25 
1  00 


5  55 
75 
88 


2  00 
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Henry  W.  Gaskill,  glass  and  setting .  $i  25 

“  services  as  school  com¬ 
mittee . . 1  25 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  taking  school  census  2  00 

“  labor .  7  40 

“  cash  paid  painting 

school  house,  Albeeville .  32  51 


Cash  on  hand  to  pay  what  will  be  due 
teachers,  janitors  and  for  transpor¬ 
tation  of  scholars  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  March  4 . 

Amount  expended  for  the  year . 

Cash  on  hand  unexpended . 


To  the  amount  expended .  $3,819  53 

Add  the  amount  of  text  books  and  sup¬ 
plies  on  hand  less  than  there  were 
last  year . .  16  32 


$3*835  85 

Less  books,  supplies,  etc.,  sold .  4  47 


Cost  of  schools  for  the  year. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Resources. 


Expenditures : — 

Teachers’  wages,  including  amount  un¬ 
paid .  $2,243  81 

Fuel .  hi  75 

Care  of  school  rooms,  including  amount 

unpaid . 91  40 

Text  books  and  supplies . 184  51 

Apparatus . . . 39  2 7 

Superintendent .  500  00 

Transportation  of  scholars,  including 

amount  unpaid . .. . . .  357  00 


$291  79 
$3*671  55 

147  98 

$3,819  53 

32  00 

$3.851 53 


$3,830  38 


$3.851 53 


Incidentals . 

Cash  on  hand  unexpended. 
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$291  79 
32  00 


$3-851  53 


Mendon,  Feb.  19,  1898. 


HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 
ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 
LYMAN  COOK, 

School  Committee. 


SCHOOL  BOOK  AGENT’S  REPORT. 
Dr. 

To  books  and  supplies  purchased  : — 

Edw.  E.  Babb  &  Co . . . 

Greenough,  Adams  &  Cushing . 

Leach,  Shewed  &  Sanborn . . 

Geo.  S.  Perry  &  Co . . 

J.  L.  Hammett  Co . 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co . 

University  Pub.  Co . . . 

Ginn  &  Co . 

E.  A.  Snow . 

H.  E.  Holt . 

T.  H.  Castor  &  Co . 

Hinds  &  Noble . 

E.  E.  Sherman . 

Geo.  F.  King  &  Co . . . 

J.  B.  Lippincott  Co . 

William  A.  Davis  Co . 


Books  and  supplies  on  hand  March  1, 

1897 . . 


It  It  ii 

a  tt  u 


Cr. 

furnished  schools.. 

sold . 

on  hand  March  1 , 


$17 

40 

8 

52 

IO 

28 

20 

09 

3° 

75 

7 

34 

1 

58 

62 

96 

2 

88 

7 

5o 

7 

74 

1 

20 

80 

1 

32 

90 

3 

25 

$184 

96 

44 

$!97 

86 

2 

97 

80 

12 

$280  95 


-  $280  95 

ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

School  Book  Agent. 


Mendon,  Feb.  19,  1898. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Mendon, 

Gentlemen : — The  fourth  annual  report  of  the  present 
Superintendent  of  Schools  is  hereby  presented  for  your  con¬ 
sideration. 

The  Committee  organized  at  its  first  meeting  with  Henry 
W.  Gaskill,  chairman,  and  Erwin  A.  Snow,  secretary. 

The  care  of  the  school  property  was  assigned  as  follows : 
West  and  Albeeville,  Henry  W.  Gaskill;  Center  and  North, 
Erwin  A.  Snow;  South  and  East,  Lyman  Cook. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  District  Committee,  held  in  Mendon  in 
April,  Elmer  E.  Sherman  was  re-elected  Superintendent  of 
Schools. 

No  schools  have  been  kept  in  the  South  and  West  buildings 
during  the  year,  and  the  pupils  in  those  sections  have  been 
transported  to  the  Center  schools.  This  has  proved  to  be  a  very 
satisfactory  arrangement. 

Slate  blackboards  have  been  placed  in  the  North  school 
room,  and  the  Albeeville  school  has  been  painted  inside  and  out. 

On  account  of  the  increased  appropriation  the  school  year 
has  been  lengthened  to  thirty-six  weeks  for  all  schools.  The 
good  results  are  not  apparent  as  yet,  but  there  is  no  question  of 
the  advantages  which  will  accrue  to  the  children  of  the  town 
through  this  arrangement. 

TRANSPORTATION  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN 

The  committee  have  endeavored  to  provide  safe  and  com¬ 
fortable  transportation.  The  following  extract  from  the  59th 
report  of  the  secretary  of  the  State  Board  may  prove  of  interest : 

“It  [the  school  committee]  has  exclusive  and  absolute  charge  of 
the  settlement  of  all  details  about  transportation  after  it  has  once  been 
authorized  by  vote  of  the  town.  *  *  *  What  is  a  reasonable  walking 
distance  the  committee  must  decide  for  itself.  *  *  *  Transportation 
should  not  be  used  to  reduce  sturdiness,  self-reliance  and  reasonable 
self-denial  in  boys  and  girls.  It  cannot  be  made  equally  convenient  for 
all  families.  It  often  has  to  be  partial  for  some  while  complete  for 
others.” 


11 


STATISTICS. 

The  table  of  statistics  for  the  year  ending  January  i,  1898, 
records  in  round  numbers  the  following  facts : 


Average  membership  of  the  schools .  142 

Average  attendance .  132 

Per  cent,  of  attendance .  93 

Cases  of  tardiness .  239 

“  excuses  from  school .  370 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 

t.  That  the  same  amount  be  raised  and  appropriated  for 
the  support  of  schools  as  last  year,  viz  :  twenty-eight  hundred 
dollars  ($2,800.) 

2.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  authorized  to  purchase 
a  suitable  lot  of  land  near  the  “center”  for  the  erection  of  a 
school  house. 

3.  That  the  town  vote  to  erect  a  four-room  school  build¬ 
ing  and  choose  a  committee  011  the  same. 

4.  That  a  suitable  sum  be  raised  and  appropriated  to  cover 
the  cost  of  land  and  building. 

SCHOOL  WORK. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  record  the  progress  of  the  schools 
during  the  year  just  closed.  The  plans  laid  a  few  years  ago  are 
beginning  to  show  results  in  better  work  by  the  children  because 
of  better  preparation  in  the  grades  below.  There  have  been  few 
schools  disturbed  by  changes  in  teachers,  and  our  teaching  corps 
has  shown  great  enthusiasm  and  intelligent  effort  towards  the 
study  and  training  of  children.  The  attendance  and  interest  on 
the  part  of  the  children  have  resulted  in  a  decided  growth  to¬ 
wards  better  things.  The  great  majority  of  the  children  are 
stronger  in  mind  and  in  character  than  they  were  a  year  ago. 
The  teachers  have  striven,  often  under  adverse  circumstances,  to 
attend  to  the  heating  and  ventilation  of  their  school  rooms,  and 
to  gymnastics  and  other  measures  looking  towards  the  bodily 
health  of  their  charges. 

In  the  general  work  much  improvement  has  been  made.  In 
the  teaching  of  arithmetic,  especially  in  the  lower  grades,  great¬ 
er  thoroughness  in  the  fundamental  processses,  and  a  continua¬ 
tion  of  mental  problem  work  into  the  higher  grades,  has  been  in¬ 
sisted  upon. 

A  return  to  the  old  method  of  oral  spelling,  dividing  into 
syllables  and  pronouncing,  has  been  made.  The  written  spel¬ 
ling  has  not  been  dropped ;  it  only  shares  the  time  with  the  oral 
work. 
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A  new  series  of  vertical  writing-books,  published  by  Ginn 
&  Co.,  has  been  adopted  with  good  results.  The  vertical  pen¬ 
manship  is  recognized  by  the  business  world  as  a  good  thing. 
No  writing  with  pen  or  pencil  is  required  from  the  first  year  child¬ 
ren.  The  forms  of  the  letters  are  learned  at  the  blackboard. 
During  the  second  year  the  little  folks  begin  with  pen  and  ink, 
using  the  muscular  movement,  so  called.  Much  attention  is 
paid  to  movements  in  the  earlier  years. 

A  syllabus  in  natural  science  or  nature  study,  has  been  pre¬ 
pared.  The  children  are  interested  in  the  rocks  and  stones,  the 
plant  and  animal  life,  all  around  them.  The  work  is  correlated 
with  the  language  and  drawing.  It  is  just  as  easy  for  a  child  to 
write  a  composition  upon  the  appearance,  habits  and  life-history 
of  a  butterfly,  a  cornstalk,  or  a  toad  which  he  has  observed  for 
himself,  taken  notes  upon,  and  read  about,  as  it  is  to  write  upon 
“Vacation,”  “Spring,”  “The  Beauties  of  Hope,”  etc.  He  sees 
more  beauty  in  nature  after  he  has  studied  form  and  color  and 
sketched  those  natural  objects  which  he  has  studied,  or  matched 
the  colors  in  a  flower  or  a  piece  of  bark  with  his  bits  of  colored 
paper.  When  he  walks  abroad  he  has  something  to  see  and 
think  about  and  mean  thoughts  are  crowded  out.  He  is  not 
like  Goldsmith’s  character  to  whom 

“A  primrose  by  the  river’s  brim, 

A  yellow  primrose  was  to  him  ; 

And — it  was  nothing  more.” 

Some  Things  that  Interfere  with  Good  Work  in 
Schools. 

Illness  is  the  only  excuse  for  occasional  absence  from  school 
which  the  state  recognizes  as  valid.  The  public  schools  are 
supported  by  the  town  and  the  state,  and  the  government  claims 
in  return  the  presence  of  the  children  in  school.  While  most 
parents  comply  with  the  law  in  the  main,  and  would  send  their 
children  to  school  if  there  were  no  compulsion  about  it,  many 
there  are  who  thoughtlessly  interfere  with  the  regular  work  of 
the  child  in  school  by  keeping  him  out  on  trivial  excuses  for  a 
few  hours  or  a  day  or  two  every  now  and  then.  The  work  of 
each  class  is  carefully  planned  and  moves  forward  day  by  day. 
No  child  can  be  absent  from  a  single  recitation  without  losing 
something  which  he  ought  to  have,  and  which  he  cannot  “make 
up.”  Again,  promptness  and  regularity  in  business  matters  are 
essential  to  success.  School  is  the  child’s  business,  and  he 
should  be  trained  to  habits  of  regular  and  punctual  attendance  as 
a  basis  for  future  activity  in  larger  fields.  Let  me  urge  upon 
parents  and  teachers  a  closer  attention  to  this  matter,  that  dis¬ 
missals,  tardiness  and  absences  from  school  may  occur  rarely, 
and  only  when  an  absolute  necessity  exists  therefor. 
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Lack  of  home  study  is  a  cause  for  failure  in  the  upper 
grades.  A  short  time  should  be  devoted  to  study  at  home  each 
day  by  children  of  good  health  in  the  grammar  and  high  school 
grades,  and  the  time  should  increase  with  the  advance  in  age 
and  grade.  Only  in  this  way  can  the  best  results  be  obtained 
from  the  course  in  school. 

Another  custom  which  seriously  interferes  with  good  work 
in  school  is  the  participation  by  children  in  the  amusements  of 
adults,  especially  in  the  evening.  Nature  demands  for  growing 
children  plenty  of  sleep,  simple  food  and  simple  pleasures. 
Evening  entertainments  furnish  none  of  these,  and  nature  ex¬ 
presses  the  outrage  in  disordered  nerves  and  low  physical  and 
mental  tone.  It  is  easy  to  perceive  when  some  “sociable”  or 
other  event  has  occurred  the  preceding  evening  from  the  restless¬ 
ness,  fatigue  and  consequent  inability  to  perform  the  tasks  of  the 
day  evident  in  those  who  have  so  dissipated.  Nor  is  this  evil 
confined  to  high  school  pupils,  but  extends  to  all  ages,  primary 
children  included. 

The  massing  of  population  in  New  England  and  especially 
in  Massachusetts,  into  cities,  large  towns  and  villages,  has  given 
rise  to  a  class  called  in  common  parlance,  “hoodlums.”  Eminent 
men  have  been  studying  this  condition  and  pronounce  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  such  a  class  in  any  town  a  serious  menace  to  the 
morals  and  happiness  of  the  community.  Investigation  has  re¬ 
vealed  that  many  of  the  perpetrators  of  the  horrible  murders  and 
revolting  crimes  which  have  shocked  New  England  during  the  last 
few  years  received  their  first  lessons  among  the  rowdies  of  some 
town  or  village.  Nor  is  this  class  drawn  from  the  meaner  and 
less  intelligent  among  the  community,  for  if  unrestrained,  it 
often  recruits  its  ranks  from  the  children  of  respectable  families. 
When  a  boy  or  a  girl  comes  under  this  baleful  influence,  the 
tasks  and  pleasures  of  school  and  home  become  irksome  and 
tame,  false  standards  of  life  and  morals  are  set  up,  evil  habits 
are  begun,  and  the  efforts  of  teachers  and  of  parents  are  often 
unavailing  to  check  the  downward  course,  and  he  or  she  be¬ 
comes  a  dangerous  person,  or  at  best  but  a  drone  instead  of  an 
active,  useful  member  of  society.  Many  cities  and  towns  of  the 
middle  and  western  states  have  a  regulation  known  as  the  “cur¬ 
few  law”  which  reads  something  as  follows:  “No  person  un¬ 
der  the  age  of  sixteen  years  shall  be  upon  the  streets  after  eight 
o’clock  in  the  evening  unless  accompanied  by  parent  or 
guardian.”  This  may  sound  like  paternalism  to  some,  but  sensi¬ 
ble  parents  intend  to  know  where  their  children  are,  and  what 
they  are  doing. 

To  the  young  person  who  has  resources  for  employment 
and  amusement  within  himself,  the  duties  of  school  are  met 
with  zest  and  delight.  Ideals  rise  before  him  of  a  noble  and 
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useful  career,  and  ambition  urges  him  to  make  much  of  the 
opportunities  which  are  his  for  self-improvement  and  prepara¬ 
tion. 

It  is  physical,  mental  and  moral  health  which  we  desire  for 
our  children. 


METHOD  OF  PROMOTIONS. 

The  question  is  frequently  asked,  “On  what  basis  do 
you  promote  children  from  one  grade  to  the  next?”  The 
answer  in  a  single  statement  is,  “on  the  basis  of  the  child’s 
daily  work.”  'I  he  method  is  as  follows :  The  teacher  keeps 
a  careful  record  of  the  child’s  daiiy  oral  and  written 
work  in  each  subject  studied.  These  estimates  are  entered 
in  blank  forms  furnished  for  the  purpose,  at  least  once  a  week 
throughout  the  year.  These  blanks  are  preserved  and  the  suc¬ 
ceeding  teacher  has  a  record  of  the  child’s  work  in  the  preceding 
grades.  Notes  are  also  made  upon  the  child’s  natural  tendencies, 
disposition  and  general  deportment.  The  written  work  con¬ 
sists  of  exercises  and  answers  to  review  questions  given  at  con¬ 
venient  places  in  the  subject.  Twice  a  year  the  superintendent 
gives  a  written  review.  These  count  for  no  more  than  a  similar 
test  given  by  the  teacher.  They  serve  to  indicate  to  the  teachers 
some  general  lines  upon  which  he  wishes  them  to  work,  and  to 
reveal  some  of  the  weak  places  which  otherwise  might  escape 
notice.  At  the  close  of  the  year  in  June,  these  estimates  are 
averaged,  and  if  seven-tenths  of  the  work  has  been  accom¬ 
plished  by  the  child,  and  the  teacher  and  superintendent 
think  he  has  sufficient  power  to  do  the  work  of  the  next  grade 
he  is  marked  “satisfactory”  on  the  year’s  work.  In  addition  to 
the  above,  individual  children  are  changed  at  any  convenient 
time  during  the  year,  either  to  the  grade  above  or  below,  when¬ 
ever  it  is  evident  that  the  child  in  question  is  doing  work  un¬ 
suited  to  him,  either  from  it’s  ease  or  it’s  difficulty.  This  oc¬ 
curs  in  cases  of  undue  promotion,  or  when  through  previous 
absence  from  school,  the  pupil  has  reached  a  maturity  which 
will  enable  him  to  do  the  work  of  the  next  grade,  or  unusual 
natural  ability  places  the  child  ahead  of  others  of  his  age.  In 
the  last  instance  it  can  be  rarely  done  without  forcing  and  con¬ 
sequent  injury  to  the  child’s  physical  and  mental  welfare.  In 
order  to  be  eligible  for  an  extra  promotion  the  child  must  be 
able  to  average  “excellent”  in  the  daily  work  of  the  grade  from 
which  he  is  to  be  promoted. 

TEACHERS’  MEETINGS. 

A  meeting  of  all  the  teachers  in  the  district  was  held  in 
Hopedale,  Oct.  22,  1897.  An  exhibit  of  school  work  was 
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made,  and  the  teachers  and  friends  were  addressed  by  several 
speakers  of  note.  Teachers’  meetings  have  been  held  regularly 
at  which  directions  for  the  work  have  been  given  and  educa¬ 
tional  questions  and  methods  discussed.  A  few  friends  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  invitation  to  be  present  and  take  part 
in  the  proceedings.  They  were  cordially  welcome  and  we 
should  like  to  see  their  number  increase.  Parents  are  especially 
invited. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  thank  the  committee  for  their  hearty 
cooperation  and  support,  and  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
faithful  work  done  by  the  teachers,  and  to  acknowledge  the 
many  words  of  encouragement  received  from  parents  and 
friends  of  the  schools. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  E.  SHERMAN, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 


EDUCATIONAL  LAWS  IN  BRIEF. 

All  children  between  8  and  14,  unless  sick,  feeble-minded,  at  an  approv¬ 
ed  private  school,  or  otherwise  instructed  in  branches  required  by  law, 
must  attend  the  public  school  30  weeks  each  school  year.  They  must 
begin  with  the  first  month  of  the  fall  term.  Two  weeks  absence  is  al¬ 
lowed.  Penalty  for  each  five  days  excess,  except  for  sickness,  $20. 

No  child  under  13  can  be  employed  “at  any  time  in  any  factory,  work¬ 
shop  or  mercantile  establishment.” 

No  child  between  13  and  14  can  be  employed  until  he  has  attended 
school  30  weeks  of  the  school  year,  nor  without  a  certificate  to  that 
effect. 

No  child  under  16  can  be  employed  without  a  certificate  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Schools. 

A  child  under  14  must  present  an  employment  ticket  on  applying  for 
a  certificate. 

The  father,  if  living  and  a  resident,  must  accompany  the  child  to  sign 
the  certificate  of  age ;  if  not,  the  mother ;  if  neither  father  nor  mother, 
the  guardian. 

Proof  of  correct  age  must  be  furnished,  if  the  age  certificate  does  not 
agree  with  the  school  census. 

Children  must  be  vaccinated  before  attending  school,  but  a  certificate 
from  a  regular  physician,  saying  a  child  is  an  unfit  subject  for  vacina- 
tion,  allows  attendance. 

No  child  can  attend  school  from  a  household  in  which  there  is  a  case 
of  small-pox,  diphtheria  or  scarlet  fever.  Two  weeks  after  the  death, 
recovery  or  removal  of  the  patient  the  child  may  return  on  presentation 
of  a  certificate  from  the  attending  physician  or  board  of  health. 

“The  last  regular  session  prior  to  Memorial  Day,  or  a  portion  thereof, 
shall  be  devoted  to  exercises  of  a  patriotic  nature.” 

A  United  States  flag  not  less  than  four  feet  in  length  shall  be  display¬ 
ed  on  the  schoolhouse  grounds  or  building  every  school  day,  when  the 
weather  will  permit,  and  on  the  inside  of  the  schoolhouse  on  other 
school  days. 


16 


TEACHERS,  DECEMBER,  1897. 


SCHOOL. 

TEACHER. 

WHERE  FITTED. 

SALARY. 

North, 

Permelia  S.  Meserve, 

Gorham  Normal. 

$360  00 

High, 

Frances  A.  Pugg, 

Brown  University. 

500  00 

Grammar, 

S.  Emma  Dean, 

Wellesley  College. 

360  00 

Primary, 

Mary  E.  Dudley, 

Mendon  High  School 

360  00 

Albeeville, 

Florence  E.  Snow, 

Mendon  High  School. 

324  00 

East, 

Cora  L.  Edmands, 

Bridgewater  Normal. 

252  00 

Spring  Term. 

13  Weeks. 

Fall  Term.  * 

14  Weeks. 

Winter  Term. 

10  Weeks. 

opens. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

opens. 

CLOSES. 

First  Eight  \ 
Grades,  J 

March  21 

June  17 

Sept.  6 

Dec.  16 

Jan.  2,  ’99 

Mar.  10,’99 

High  School, 

March  14 

June  10 

Sept.  6 

Dec.  16 

Jan.  2,  ‘99 

Mar.  10, ‘99 

♦The  Fall  Term  has  a  recess  of  one  week  at  Thanksgiving. 


HOLIDAYS  DURING  THE  TERM. 

Labor  Day,  Washington’s  Birthday,  Patriots’  Day,  Memo¬ 
rial  Day. 


STATISTICS. 

From  January  i,  1897  to  January  1?  1898. 
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Number  of  inhabitants  in  town  May  1,  1897 . 

Number  of  children  in  town  between  5  and  15,  May  1,  1897 
Number  of  children  in  town  between  8  and  14,  May  1,  1897 


COURSE  OF  STUDY  IN  THE  MENDON  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

FIRST  YEAR. 
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GRADUATION  EXERCISES. 

Class  '97,  Mendon  High  School, 

June  Sixteenth,  1897. 


PROGRAMME. 

Prayer . Rev.  L.  G.  Wilson 

Chorus — “Spring  Song,” . School 

Essay — “Sky  Wonders,” . Ida  Maud  Barrows 

Essay — “Travel,” . Clara  Winthrop  Pond 

Chorus — ‘ ‘Morning  Invitation,” . School 

Address . A.  E.  W  inship,  Editor  Journal  of  Education 

Presentation  of  diplomas . Supt.  E.  E.  Sherman 

Chorus — “Bright  Pictures  on  Memory’s  Wall,” . School 

Class  of  1897. 

Academic  Course . 

Clara  Winthrop  Pond,  Ida  Maud  Barrows. 

Class  motto — Nihil  sed  nobilissimum. 


Class  Colors —  Yellow  and  White . 


Class  Flower — The  Rose. 


ROLL  OF  HONOR. 


The  following  named  children  have  been  neither  absent  nor 
tardy  for  the  time  specified  :  — 

EIGHT  YEARS. 

Frederick  A.  Snow — High  School . 

FOUR  YEARS. 

Mabel  D.  Snow — Grammar  School. 

TWO  YEARS. 

Edward  F.  Driscoll,  William  H.  Driscoll — High  School. 

John  J.  Driscoll,  Rose  E.  Snow — Grammar  School. 

F.  Merle  Brown — Primary  School. 

ONE  YEAR. 

Grace  E.  Whiting — High  School. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Lillian  Beal,  Ida  Darling,  Nannie  Taft,  A.  Everett  El- 
dridge — North  School. 

Lillian  Freeman,  Bertie  Moores — Grammar  School. 

Minnie  Allen,  Oliver  Moores — High  School. 

Chester  A.  Holbrook — Albeeville  School. 

SPRING  TERM. 

Abbie  Darling,  Florence  Aldrich — North  School. 

Carrie  Beal,  Ida  Barrows,  Clara  Pond,  Fred  Davenport, 
Oliver  Moores — High  School. 

Anna  H.  Pond,  Annie  Wheeler,  Jennie  Best,  Carrie  Wood, 
George  Cromb,  Bertie  Moores — Grammar  School. 

Mabel  M.  Taft,  Charles  V.  Driscoll,  Roy  A.  Barrows, 
Burton  G.  Brown,  Mabel  L.  Cromb,  Louise  J.  Curliss,  Clare 
Williams,  Lillian  E.  Holt — Primary  School. 

Walter  I.  Coffin,  Eddie  B.  Alger,  Alice  Valliquette,  Flora 
Valliquette,  Cora  Valliquette — Albeeville  School. 

Lillian  G.  Worthen,  Ruth  L.  Worthen,  George  E.  Worth- 
en — East  School. 
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FALL  TERM. 

Florence  Aldrich — North  School. 

Carrie  Beal,  Eliza  Fletcher,  Anna  H.  Pond,  Geraldine 
Taft,  Lewis  Ford — High  School. 

Raymond  Barrows.  Carrie  S.  Wood,  Charles  Congdon, 
Carrie  Wheeler,  Louise  Curliss,  Louisa  Congdon,  Clare  Wil¬ 
liams — G?'ammar  School. 

Roy  Barrows,  Mary  A.  Brien,  George  H.  Wilbur,  Herbert 
E.  Wood,  Mabel  M.  Taft,  Carl  M.  Taft,  Carrie  I.  Cromb — 
Primary  School. 

Walter  I.  Coffin,  Alice  G.  Coffin — Albeeville  school. 

Lillian  G.  Worthen,  Ruth  L.  Worthen,  George  E. 
W orthen — East  School. 


TOWN  WARRANT. 


Worcester ,  ss. — To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
in  the  County  of  Worcester,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon 
qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 
Town  Hall,  in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  seventh  day  of 
March,  next,  punctually  at  io  o’clock,  a.  m.,  to  act  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  articles,  viz  : 

Article  i.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  in  said 
meeting. 

Article  2.  To  hear  the  reportsofthe  several  town  officers 
and  committees  and  act  thereon. 

Article  3.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the 
year  ensuing. 

Article  4.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  are  necessary 
to  defray  town  charges,  and  make  appropriations  of  the  same. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  list 
of  jurors  reported  by  the  Selectmen,  or  make  any  alteration  in 
the  same. 

Article  6.  To  see  what  measures,  if  any.  the  town  will 
adopt  to  secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  continue  the 
High  School. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer 
to  hire  money  to  pay  current  expenses  for  the  municipal  year 
commencing  March  7th,  i898,  in  anticipation  of  the  collection 
of  the  taxes. 

Article  9.  To  bring  in  their  ballots  “Yes”  or  “No”  in 
answer  to  the  question,  “Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town?” 

Article  io.  To  see  if  the  town  will  continue  communica¬ 
tion  by  telephone  with  Milford, as  security  against  destruction  by 
fire,  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 
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Article  ii.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  the 
watering  tub  in  the  highway  near  the  residence  of  Silas  Dudley 
or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  reconsider  its  former 
vote  or  votes,  and  vote  to  post  the  town  warrants  in  some  place 
other  than  on  the  door  of  the  schoolhouse  at  Albeeville,  or  take 
any  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  purchase  a  site 
and  build  a  schoolhouse  thereon,  or  take  any  action  in  relation 
thereto. 

Article  14.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  duties,  liabilities  and  salaries  of  the  Treasurer  and 
Collector  of  Taxes. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  any  sum  of 
money  for  Decoration  Day  and  select  a  committee  to  have  charge 
of  said  appropriation. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  Chapter  374  of  the  Acts  of  1895,  and  elect  a  single 
Highway  Surveyor. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant,  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  thereof  at  each  of  the  following  places  in  said 
town,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting, 
viz  : — At  the  post  office,  and  on  the  door  of  the  schoolhouse  in 
Albeeville,  and  at  the  post-office  in  South  Milford. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  or  Town  Clerk,  before  the 
time  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  twenty-third  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety-eight. 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

EDW.  C.  KINSLEY, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE  VARIOUS 

BOARDS  OF  TOWH  OFFICERS 


OF  THE 


TOWN  Op  JVfEHDON, 


INCLUDING  REPORT  OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


FOR  THE 


Municipal  Year  Ending  March  6,  1899. 


MILFORD,  MASS., 
Cook  &  Sons,  Printers, 
1899. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


The  undersigned,  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  6,  1899,  respectfully  submits  an 
account  of  his  doings. 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  paying  the  following 


items,  viz  : 

To  cash  received  of  the  Treasurer  of  Mendon 
for  the  municipal  year  ending  March  7, 

1898  .  SI, 506  88 

To  cash  borrowed  on  three  town  notes .  2,500  00 

“  received  from  Committee  on  Memo¬ 
rial  day,  1897 .  07 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer,  half 

salary  cattle  inspector  for  1897 .  20  00 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer : 

Corporation  tax  for  1898 .  $65  81 

National  Bank  tax  .  423  67 

State  aid,  Chap.  301,  Acts  1894.......  378  00 

Military  aid,  Chap.  279,  Acts  1894....  48  73 

Burial  of  soldier .  35  00 

-  $951  21 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  school 

fund .  394  43 

To  cash  received  of  County  Treasurer,  dog 

fund . 180  66 

To  cash  received  of  Collector  of  Taxes  for 

1896,  in  full .  70  88 

To  cash  received  of  Collector  of  Taxes  for 

1897  .  554  11 

To  cash  received  of  Collector  of  Taxes  for 

1898  .  7,016  90 

To  cash  received  of  Mrs.  I.  O.  Rhodes,  for 

use  of  telephone .  38  30 

To  cash  received  of  J.  A.  George,  2  copies 

Annals . 5  23 

To  cash  received  of  J.  A.  George,  gift  of 
Jesse  A.  Taft,  on  account  of  Mendon 

pond  case . 10  00 

To  cash  received  of  E.  C.  Kinsley,  rent  of 

hall  to  April,  1898 . 160  75 
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To  cash  received  of  D.  H.  Barnes,  use  of 


hay  scales .  $10  30 

To  cash  received  of  S.  Warren  Cook,  auc¬ 
tioneer’s  license .  2  00 

To  cash  received  of  John  Byrnes,  butcher’s 

license .  1  00 

- $13,422  72 

The  Treasurer  credits  himself  with  the  following  sums,  viz  : 

By  paying  87  Town  orders . $4,960  35 

“  3  Town  notes .  2,500  00 

44  interest  on  3  notes .  55  29 

44  balance  of  $1800  on  note .  800  00 

44  interest  44  44  .  33  05 

44  School  Committee .  3,375  09 

44  State  tax .  315  00 

44  County  tax .  668  00 

Cash  on  hand .  715  94 

-  $13,422  72 

GEORGE  M.  TAFT, 

Mendon,  Feb.  18,  1899.  Treasurer. 


AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 


Dr. 

To  cash  received  of  Geo.  M.  Taft,  treasurer 
for  1897  and  1898,  deposited  in  Milford 

Savings  Bank .  $985  74 

To  cash  received,  deposited  in  Worcester 

County  Institution  for  Savings .  375  04 

To  cash  received,  interest  of  Milford  Savings 

Bank  to  Oct  1,  1898 .  39  66 

To  cash  received,  interest  of  Worcester  Co. 

Institution  for  Savings  to  Jan.  1,  1899.  14  99 


Total .  $1,415  43 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid,  3  orders .  $17  30 

44  deposited  in  Milford  Savings  Bank.  1,008  10 
4  4  4  4  Worcester  County  In¬ 
stitution  for  Savings .  390  03 

-  $1,415  43 


Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  M.  TAFT,  Treasurer. 


Mendon,  Feb.  18,  1899. 


SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
expenditures  of  the  town  for  the  municipal  year  ending  March  G, 
1899: 

INCIDENTALS. 

Williams  Bros.,  coal  for  fire  department .  SI 7  63 

E.  C.  Kinsley,  jack  for  engine .  1  25 

“  “  services  night  of  July  3,  ’98 .  2  00 

u  “  work  at  monument .  3  25 

L.  J.  Richards  &  Co.,  atlas  of  surveys  of  Worcester 

County .  25  00 

Horace  C.  Adams,  insurance  on  tramp  house .  2  25 

“  “  towards  transcribing  proprietors’  rec¬ 
ords  .  25  00 

H.  W.  Gaskill,  services  night  of  July  3,  1898 .  2  00 

Geo.  A.  Sherborne,  attendance  at  Geo.  R.  Whiting 

fire .  6  00 

Ellis  &  Sons,  labor  on  watering  trough .  50 

Barnes  Bros.,  plank  and  spikes  for  hay  scales .  6  30 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  repairs  on  hay  scales .  2  50 

L.  Freeman,  scale  book  and  express  on  same .  115 

“  “  cash  paid .  3  94 

A.  W.  Brownell,  assessors’  books .  1  35 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  work  in  old  cemetery .  7  00 

T.  Burtt  Pratt,  repairing  concrete  at  public  library..  .  7  50 

H.  C.  Snell,  services  in  G.  C.  Whipple  (criminal 

case) .  7  60 

H.  C.  Snell,  services  and  cash  paid  in  case  of  Bar- 

rows  children . 13  33 

Emery  &  Wood,  returning  11  deaths . 2  75 

Mrs.  I.  O.  Rhodes,  operator,  use  of  telephone  one 

year  to  March,  1899 .  60  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  rent,  care  of  fire  at  fire  department.. .  16  00 


$214  80 

MENDON  POND  MATTER. 

Wm.  P.  Martin,  services  and  cash  paid .  $109  96 

Julius  A.  George,  cash  paid . .  52  00 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  traveling  expenses  and  cash  paid  7  08 


$169  04 
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TOWN  HOUSE  BUILDING  AND  CELLAR. 


H.  H.  Lent,  cash  paid  for  advice .  So  00 

“  44  44  44  work  and  oversight .  38  50 

Wm.  Johnston  &Co.,  cash  paid  for  work  and  material  226  85 
T.  Burtt  Pratt,  cash  paid  for  concreting .  23  76 


$294  11 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Charles  H.  Allen,  auditor  for  1897 .  $6  00 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  lockup  keeper .  5  00 

Willard  S.  Wilcox,  assessor  and  cash  paid  for  1898.  .  43  00 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  assessor,  supplies  and  express  paid 

for  1898  and  copy  of  valuation .  54  40 

Charles  A.  Fletcher,  assessor  for  1898 .  40  00 

Albert  W.  Gaskill,  inspector  of  animals .  12  50 

“  44  44  ballot  clerk,  November,  1898 .  1  50 

Horace  S.  Coleman,  ballot  clerk,  November,  1898....  1  50 

Charles  I.  Barnes,  constable .  15  00 

Horace  C.  Adams,  election  officer,  registrar,  and  cash 

paid  .  28  17 

Horace  C.  Adams,  recording  births,  marriages  and 

deaths . 15  20 

George  M.  Taft,  treasurer .  50  00 

4  4  4  4  4  4  selectman  and  registrar .  30  00 

4  4  4  4  4  4  collector  of  taxes,  1896 .  65  00 

Edward  C.  Kinsley,  selectman  and  registrar .  30  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  selectman  and  registrar . .  50  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  sealing  scales  and  services  as  fireward..  1  75 

Edward  C.  Kinsley,  services  as  fireward .  75 


$449  77 

AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 


Cash  paid  out . * .  $17  30 

HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR. 

Frank  Taft,  for  repairing  roads  and  bridges .  $1,831  18 

44  44  for  clearing  roads  of  snow....* .  278  82 

$2,110  00 

PRINTING. 

Cook  &  Sons .  $62  00 

G.  M.  Billings . .  1  00 

$63  00 


6 


TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Paid  trustees  three  orders .  SI 70  00 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 

Paid  committee,  one  order .  S3  9  73 

CARE  AND  SUPPLIES  OF  TOWN  HALL. 

Edward  C.  Kinsley,  care  of  hall  to  April  1,  1898. .. .  $96  20 

4  4  4  4  4  4  sundries  for  hall  to  April  1,  1898  31  17 

Lutheria  Alger,  cleaning  hall .  6  28 

Williams  Bros.,  coal. ...  . 56  25 


$189  90 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS,  SCHOOL  BOOKS  AND  INCI¬ 
DENTALS. 

Paid  School  Committee,  one  order.. . ... . . .  $2800  00 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Paid  overseers  of  poor,  ten  town  orders . .  . . . .  $800  00 

STATE  AID  TO  PENSIONERS  UNDER  CHAPTER  301, 
ACTS  OF  1894. 

Joanna  Curley . ....  . . $48  00 

Malinda  W.  Cummings .  . . . 48  00 

Rufus  Hazard. .  48  00 

George  W.  Scisco .  48  00 

Caleb  V.  A.  Smith . 48  00 

Waterman  Taft. .. .. . 48  00 

Annette  L.  Weatherhead.. . 48  Off 

George  Wilbur. . . 36  00 

Stephen  H.  Scisco . 36  00 

Eliza  A.  Munsell .  28  00 

Sarah  Gifford . . . . . . . . .  ... .  ..  24  00 


$460  00 

RECAPITULATION. 

Incidentals . . . . . .  $214  80 

Mendon  Pond  matter .  169  04 

Townhouse  building  and  cellar .  294  11 

Town  officers ... . .  449  77 


Roads  and  bridges . . .  $1,831  18 

Snow  bills . 278  82 

Printing .  63  00 

Taft  Public  Library .  170  00 

Memorial  day . 39  73 

Town  hall . 189  90 

Schools . 2,800  00 

Poor .  800  00 

State  Aid,  Chap.  301,  Acts  of  1894 .  460  00 


$7,760  35 

The  selectmen  report  the  available  assets  of  the  Town, 
known  to  them,  as  follows  : 

Due  from  collector  of  1897 .  57  45 

Due  from  collector  of  1898 .  648  75 

Due  from  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  chap.  301,  to  Jan.  1, 

1899,  12  months .  435  00 

Due  from  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  chap.  301,  to  March 

1,  1899,  2  months . . . .....  84  00 

Cash  in  hands  of  treasurer .  715  94 


$1,941  14 

The  liabilities  of  the  town,  so  far  as  known,  are  as  follows : 

Outstanding  bills,  estimated .  $55  00 

Due  town  officers,  estimated .  135  00 


$190  00 

Net  balance  in  favor  of  town . . . $1,751  14 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

EDW.  C.  KINSLEY, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon, 


HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR'S  REPORT. 


The  Highway  Surveyor  submits  the  following  report  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  6,  1899. 

He  debits  himself  to  cash  received  on  14  orders .  $2,110  00 


He  credits  himself  with  paying  the  following  bills : 

Thomas  J.  Lapham,  for  labor  with  team . 

Lyman  E.  Wheeler,  44  “  and  shoveling 

snow . . . 

Frank  A.  Dewolfe,  for  labor  with  team  and  shoveling 

snow . 

Elias  T.  Bates,  for  labor  with  team  and  shoveling  snow 
A.  D.  Davenport,  44  4  4  4  4 

Davis  Hill,  4  4  44  “ 

W.  C.  Robinson,  4  4  4  4  4  4 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  4  4  4  4  4  4 

Walter  N.  Thompson,  4  4  4  4  4  4 

Frank  H.  Wood,  4  4  4  4  4  4 

Edward  H.  Taft  4  4  4  4  4  4 

Wilfred  T.  Claflin,  for  labor  with  team . 

Michael  Head,  for  labor  on  repairs  and  shoveling  snow 
Dennis  Kelly,  4  4  4  4  4  4 

Thomas  H.  Pierce,  4  4  44  44 

Samuel  E.  Everton,  44  4  4  44 

John  R.  Taft,  4  4  44  . 

Harry  Cook,  4  4  4  4  . 

Reuben  Davis,  44  44  . 

John  C.  Wood,  4  4  44  . 

Thomas  Willard,  44  44  . 

Charles  T.  Aldrich,  44  4  4 

Elias  T.  Bates,  44  44  . 

Andre  Southwick,  44  44  . 

Jesse  Estv,  44  44  . 

George  L.  Taft,  44  44 

Archie  T.  Fresn,  44  44  . 

Frank  Taft,  as  highway  surveyor . 

W.  E  Dixon,  for  shoveling  snow . 

I.  O.  Rhodes,  44  . . 

Norman  E.  Wheeler,  44  . 

George  W.  Channel,  44 

John  C.  Wood,  44  . 

M.  H.  Broughey,  44  . 


$415  8 / 
331  93 

24  22 

25  78 
20  70 
27  20 
31  10 

8  80 
5  70 

3  40 
2  40 
5  25 

209  80 
146  34 
82  21 
74  70 
30  00 
16  80 

5  10 

6  15 
1  00 

4  00 

1  50 

2  00 
1  50 

1  05 
1  00 

352  85 

2  70 
4  05 

1  35 
4  20 

3  75 

2  20 
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John  M  Town,  for  shoveling  snow .  $5  40 

Eugene  L.  Coffin,  44  3  15 

John  T.  Grady,  k4  1  50 

Luther  W.  Holbrook,  44  1  50 

Nathan  M.  Daniels,  44  2  25 

J.  C.  Bassett,  44  1  05 

David  F.  Holbrook,  44  .  90 

Samuel  W.  Wood*,  4  4  5  55 

Charles  T.  Aldrich,  44  4  80 

Arthur  V.  Pond,  44  1  39 

James  E.  Darling,  44  1  20 

Edward  Dudley,  gravel . 65  04 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  44  33  5  9 

A.  M.  Seagraves,  44  21  44 

Edward  H.  Taft,  44  13  36 

Harriet  F.  Pond,  44  12  84 

S.  Warren  Cook,  44  9  28 

James  Warner,  44  7  20 

Adrean  Scott,  44  5  55 

Hannah  S.  Swan,  44  5  28 

Luther  E.  Taft,  44  6  80 

J.  H.  Farnum,  44  4  25 

George  W.  Jennison,44  .  20 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies .  7  98 

R.  C.  Eldridge,  4k  .  50 

John  Thomas,  44  . : .  55 

John  Barry,  repairs . ••••  .  7  70 

Henry  W.  Brown,44  .  ...  1  10 

A.  Morin,  44  .  1  05 

Jesse  A.  Taft,  advice .  1  00 

Cash  on  hand .  20  00 


$2,110  00 

Team  work .  $737  05 

Appropriation  for  general  repairs .  $1,500  00 

Amount  expended  for  general  repairs . . 1,831  18 

Amount  expended  for  clearing  roads  of  snow .  258  82 

Amount  of  cash  in  hands  of  Highway  Surveyor. .....  20  00 


$2,110  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  TAFT, 

Mendon,  Feb.  18,  1899.  Highway  Surveyor. 


COLLECTOR'S  REPORT. 


Dr. 


Balance  uncollected  Feb.  19,  1898 .  $59  38 

Interest  received. .  12  06 

-  $71  44 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer 
Abatements . . 


Mendon,  Feb.  18,  1899. 


Cr. 


.  $70  88 

.  56 

-  $71  44 

GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1896. 


Dr. 


Balance  uncollected  Feb.  19,  1898.........  $614  01 

Interest  received . , .  28  69 

- -  $642  70 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  treasurer. .  $554  11 

Abatements .  31  14 


Amount  uncollected  Feb.  18,  1899....  57  45 

- -  $642  70 

GEO.  M.  TAFT, 


Mendon,  Feb.  18,  1899.  Collector  of  Taxes  for  1897. 


Dr. 


To  taxes  committed  for  assessment  . $7,538  81 

Omitted  assessments .  122  12 

Interest  received . 37  75 

-  $7,698  68 

Cr. 

By  amount  paid  Treasurer . $7,016  90 

Abatements .  33  03 

Amount  uncollected  Feb.  18,  1899 .  648  75 

-  $7,698  68 


GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes  for  1898* 


Mendon,  Feb.  18,  1899. 


REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  6,  1899. 

John  W.  Barry,  Dennis  Holland,  Mary  C.  Taft,  Edna  Allen, 
the  family  of  Albert  W.  Barrows,  the  family  of  Eli  F.  Gabry, 
Annie  J.  Bates  (having  a  settlement  in  Mendon),  Samuel  E. 
Everton  and  family  (belonging  to  Uxbridge),  the  family  of 
Timothy  Casey  (supposed  to  belong  to  Northbridge) ,  Lewis  D. 
Chipman  (a  State  charge),  have  been  wholly  or  partially  sup¬ 
ported. 

The  Overseers  charge  themselves  with  the  receipt  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  named  funds  belonging  to  the  town  : 


Balance  on  hand. . .  $9  27 

Ten  town  orders .  800  00 

Town  of  Uxbridge . .  8  00 


$817  27 

The  Overseers  credit  themselves  with  paying  the  following 
amounts : 


John  W.  Barry .  $109  58 

Dennis  Holland .  169  46 

Mary  C.  Taft .  37  00 

Edna  Allen .  124  00 

Family  of  Albert  W.  Barrows .  58  05 

41  Eli  F.  Gabry .  172  50 

Annie  J.  Bates . «...  6  65 

Samuel  E.  Everton . . .  8  00 

Lewis  D.  Chipman .  22  00 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  355  tramps .  54  35 

“  “  services .  6  00 

George  R.  Ford,  services .  6  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  services .  36  50 

Cash  on  hand  to  balance . 7  18 


$817  27 
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From  the  whole  amount  paid  for  the  support  of  the 

poor .  $810  09 

Deduct  what  was  due  for  the  support  of  the 

poor  to  March  7,  1898 .  $131  36 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  S.  E.  Everton 

family .  8  00 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  Lewis  D.  Chip- 

man  .  22  00 

-  161  36 

$648  73 

Add  what  will  be  due  for  support  of  poor  to  March  6, 

1899  .  119  18 

Cost  of  supporting  the  poor  for  the  vear  ending 

March  6,  1899 . 1 .  $767  91 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 
GILBERT  GASKILL, 
GEORGE  R.  FORD, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


Mendon,  Feb.  20,  1899. 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK 


DOGS  REGISTERED  IN  1898. 


Balance  from  1898 .  81  80 

84  male  dogs .  168  00 

8  female  dogs .  40  00 

-  $209  80 

Registration  fees .  .  $18  40 

Paid  Countv  Treasurer .  192  40 

-  $210  80 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1898. 


DATE  OF 

BIRTH,  NAME  OF  CHILD. 

1897. 

Apr.  5,  Gladys  Waldron, 

May  24  Elsie  Louise  Jenks, 

Nov.  26,  Frances  Isabel  Ross, 

1898. 

Jan.  13,  Mary  Abbie  Goss, 

Feb.  4,  Leon  Joseph  Scriven, 
Feb.  18,  Lyman  Cook, 

Feb.  20,  Annie  May  Butterfield, 
Mar.  8,  Charles  Carey, 

Apr.  6,  Anna  Clark, 

Apr.  6,  Atherton  Clark, 

May  31,  Flora  F.  Ferrier, 

June  5,  Bernice  Barnes, 

June  7,  Joseph  Brown, 

June  8,  Ruth  Holbrook, 

July  28,  Female, 

Aug.  8,  Darius  George  Augustus 
Henry, 

Sept.  1,  Eva  May  Little, 

Sept.  14,  William  Theriault, 

Dec.  31,  Male, 


PARENTS. 


Abram  and  Delona  Y.  Waldron. 
Edgar  H.  and  Jennie  Jenks. 
Gordon  and  Grace  G.  Ross. 


Charles  B.  and  Cora  F.  Goss. 

George  and  Margaret  A.  Scriven. 
Lyman  and  Wihelemine  Cook. 
William  and  Mary  Butterfield. 

Peter  and  Mary  Carey. 

Frank  H.  and  Martha  Clark. 

Frank  H.  and  Martha  Clark. 

Dennis  and  Victoria  Ferrier. 

Charles  I.  and  Etta  M.  Barnes. 
Joseph  and  Annie  Brown. 

Luther  W.  and  Mabel  A.  Holbrook. 
George  M.  and  Emma  A.  Taft. 

Darius  D.  and  Susan  M.  Henry. 
Alson  S.  and  Lilia  E.  Little. 
Romney  and  Georgiana  Theriault. 
Eric  J.  and  Mary  Froom. 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1898. 


DATE  OF  MARRIAGE. 

1898. 

NAME  OF  GROOM  AND  BRIDE. 

RESIDENCE. 

Jan.  5, 

Charles  Israel  Barnes, 

Mendon. 

Etta  Mabel  Stenson, 

Mendon. 

Feb.  16, 

Frederick  Platt, 

Grace  Darling, 

Providence,  R.  I. 

Mendon. 

Mar.  2, 

Malcolm  Douglas  Scott, 

Blackstone,  Mass. 

Ida  Maude  Barrows, 

Mendon. 

Mar.  5, 

Joseph  Howe  Stenson, 

Mendon. 

Nellie  Frances  Goodell, 

Milford,  Mass. 

Mar.  23, 

Mark  Googins, 

Hyde  Park,  Mass. 

Sara  Louise  Bowen, 

Mendon. 

Apr.  6, 

John  Miller  Towne, 

Mendon. 

Kate  Martin  Brown, 

Mendon. 

Apr.  6, 

Frank  Clark  Albee, 

Mendon. 

Laura  J.  Simpson, 

Bellingham,  Mass. 

May  30, 

Thomas  Francis  Kelley, 

Mendon. 

Agnes  Barry, 

Milford,  Mass. 

June  8, 

Frederick  Joseph  Hyde. 

Lawrence,  Mass. 

Mary  Ellen  Grady, 

Mendon. 

June  10, 

John  Harry  Stearns, 

Gardner,  Mass. 

Edith  Marion  Jenks, 

Mendon. 

Aug.  22, 

William  J.  Bullard, 

Mendon. 

Delia  Lewis, 

Franklin,  Mass. 

Oct.  6, 

Felix  Munger, 

Hopedale,  Mass. 

Mary  Jane  White, 

Mendon. 

DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1898. 


DATE  OF  DEATH.  NAME. 

1898. 

Y. 

AGE. 

M. 

D. 

RESIDENCE. 

Jan.  6, 

Emily  S.  Wilber, 

36 

8 

15 

Milford,  Mas  S' 

Feb.  27, 

Joseph  C.  Moores, 

73 

11 

25 

Mendon. 

Mar.  4, 

Mary  T.  Gould, 

79 

6 

19 

Mendon. 

Apr.  1, 

Thompson  Taft, 

69 

3 

21 

Mendon. 

May  6, 

William  H.  Comstock, 

89 

1 

16 

Mendon. 

May  26, 

Lorraine  P.  Cummings, 

79 

5 

6 

Mendon. 

June  19, 

Emily  Wood, 

86 

1 

11 

Mendon. 

June  20, 

Thomas  Lyman  Munsell, 

70 

8 

7 

Mendon. 

June  23, 

John  Barry, 

83 

— 

— 

Mendon. 

July  8, 

Jeremiah  Haynes, 

80 

2 

24 

Mendon. 

July  17, 

Martha  Chilson, 

55 

7 

14 

Mendon. 

July  22, 

Julia  A.  Grady, 

26 

11 

— 

Mendon. 

July  25, 

Betsy  W.  Southwick, 

82 

8 

— 

Mendon. 

July  28, 

Taft, 

— 

— 

1-4 

Mendon. 

Aug.  15, 

David  W.  Bennett, 

89 

1 

3 

Mendon. 

Aug.  25, 

Ellen  Quigley, 

86 

5 

— 

Mendon. 

Oct.  1, 

Susan  Cook, 

82 

11 

23 

Mendon. 

Oct.  23, 

Hannah  N.  Nutter, 

88 

4 

25 

Mendon. 

Dec.  25, 

Darius  G.  A.  Henry, 

— 

4 

17 

Mendon. 

Dec.  26, 

George  Hill, 

88 

10 

22 

Mendon. 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

Town  Clerk. 


Mendon,  Feb.  18,  1899, 


EIGHTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


The  Trustees  submit  the  following  report :  The  board  reor¬ 
ganized  April  16,  1898.  They  take  great  pleasure  in  reporting 
the  continued  usefulness  of  the  library,  under  the  care  of  the 
present  popular  librarian,  who  has  served  the  town  faithfully  for 
several  years,  and  who  has  been  engaged  for  another  year. 

The  books  were  examined  Feb.  7,  current.  They  were  all 
accounted  for,  and  were  found  in  satisfactory  condition.  The 
library  was  reopened  Feb.  11,  1899. 

Two  copies  of  the  Annals  of  Mendon  have  been  sold  during 
the  past  year. 

The  thanks  of  our  citizens  are  tendered  to  all  who  have  con¬ 
tributed  books,  magazines  or  literature  of  any  kind,  to  the  Libra¬ 
ry  in  the  year  now  closing. 

The  Trustees  recommend  the  appropriation  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  library  the  ensuing 
year. 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 

ELMER  E.  SHERMAN, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

Trustees  of  Taft  Public  Library. 

Mendon,  Feb.  11,  1899. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 

Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public 
Library  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  7,  1899. 

Dr. 


Balance  from  1898 .  $24  00 

Cash  received  on  three  town  orders  . .  170  00 

41  “  for  cards,  fines,  etc .  4  00 

“  “  W.  B.  Clarke  &  Co.,  rebate  on  books .  2  12 


$200  12 
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Cr. 


Cash  paid  A.  H.  H.  Warren  &  Co.,  for  binding  ....  $27  48 

44  “  W.  B.  Clarke  &  Co.,  for  books .  85  32 

44  44  J.  A.  George,  for  book .  3  25 

44  44  H.  H.  Lent,  for  labor .  20  00 

44  44  A.  G.  Chilson  &  Son,  for  labor .  3  25 

44  44  C.  A.  Fletcher,  for  wood .  4  00 

44  44  J.  A.  George,  for  labor  .  1  50 

4  4  4  4  Sara  F.  Towne,  salary .  50  00 

Cash  on  hand .  5  32 


$200  12 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

Mendon,  Feb.  11,  1899.  Treasurer. 


LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  : 

The  Library  was  reopened  Feb.  12,  1898.  The  whole  num¬ 
ber  of  books  given  out  during  the  year,  was  3649.  The  largest 
number  delivered  any  Saturday,  was  94  ;  the  smallest  number,  47  ; 
the  average  number,  72.  The  delivery  by  divisions  was  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  Agriculture,  9  ;  biography,  64  ;  fiction,  2,814  ;  history,  98  ; 
poetry,  85  ;  miscellaneous,  50  ;  periodicals,  432  ;  religion,  9  ; 
Science,  45  ;  Travel,  43. 

The  town  has  purchased  72  volumes  ;  19  have  been  given  by 
Mrs.  Mary  Darling;  12  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth; 
2  by  the  Bureau  of  .Education ;  2  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  ; 

1  by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission ;  1  by  the  Civil  Service 

Commission;  1  by  the  Women’s  Christian  Temperance  Union.of 
Cambridge,  making  a  total  of  110.  The  following  unbound  mag¬ 
azines  have  been  given  :  58  volumes  of  Petersons  magazine  by 

Miss  Abbie  F.  George  ;  4  volumes  of  The  Cosmopolitan  by  Mrs. 
Mary  E.  Greenleaf ;  2  volumes  of  The  Century,  by  N.  R.  George  ; 

2  volumes  each  of  Harper’s  and  Outing,  by  J.  A.  George;  2 
volumes  of  the  New  England,  by  H.  C.  Adams.  All  have  since 
been  bound. 

A  number  of  pamphlets  have  been  given.  Whole  number  of 
books,  3900. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SARA  F.  TOWNE, 

Librarian. 
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AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Selectmen,  Overseers 
of  the  Poor,  Superintendent  of  Streets,  Town  Clerk,  School  Com¬ 
mittee  and  Collector  of  Taxes ;  also  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  for  the  municipal  year 
ending  March  6,  1899,  and  find  them  correctly  kept  and  with 
proper  vouchers. 

CHARLES  H.  ALLEN, 

Auditor. 


Mendon,  February  23,  1899. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  MENDON, 


FOR  THE 


SCHOOL  YEAR  1898-99. 


MILFORD,  MASS. : 

Cook  &  Sons,  Printers,  Journal  Office. 
1899. 


ORGANIZATION  OF 


8GH00L  COMMITTEE,  1898-1899. 

HENRY  W.  GASKILL,  Chairman,  Term  expires  1900 

ERWIN  A.  SNOW,  Secretary,  “  1901 

LYMAN  COOK,  “  1S99 

Superintendent, 

ELMER  E.  SHERMAN. 

School  Book  Agent, 

ERWIN  A.  SNOW. 

Truant  Officers, 

JOHN  L.  DAVENPORT,  LYMAN  COOK, 

ELMER  E.  SHERMAN. 


3GH00L  GOMMITTEE  REPORT. 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  : 

The  following  report  of  the  School  Committee  is  respect¬ 
fully  submitted. 

As  was  the  case  last  year,  this  report  is  made  out  two  weeks 
before  the  end  of  the  year.  All  bills  for  the  year  are  paid  ex¬ 
cepting  for  teachers,  janitors  and  for  transportation  of  scholars 
for  these  two  weeks.  This  we  have  not  given  in  detail,  but  have 
included  the  amount  we  have  reason  to  expect  it  will  be  in  this 
report,  thus  giving  the  cost  of  the  schools  for  the  full  year  of 
thirty-six  weeks. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  School  Committee  of  the 
three  towns  which  is  held  in  April,  Mr.  Sherman  was  re-elected 
Superintendent  of  Schools  and  his  salary  increased  from  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  to  sixteen  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  As  each 
town  pays  one-third  of  his  salary,  this  will  make  an  increase  of 
fifty  dollars  for  each,  making  the  net  cost  for  each  town  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 

Slate  blackboards  have  now  been  put  into  all  of  the  school 
rooms  except  the  East.  This  building  is  not  worth  putting  slate 
blackboards  into.  It  is  so  poor  that  it  is  simply  a  waste  of 
money  to  try  to  put  it  in  suitable  condition  for  a  school,  and  it 
will  be  necessary  in  the  near  future  to  provide  a  suitable  build¬ 
ing  for  the  school  there.  This  district  is  so  far  from  the  center 
that  a  school  will  probably  have  to  be  maintained  there,  even  if 
a  school  house  is  built  in  the  center.  At  present  there  is  quite  a 
large  school  there. 

At  the  North,  the  out-buildings  are  attached  to  the  school- 
house,  and  at  times  in  the  summer  make  it  very  unpleasant  in 
the  schoolroom.  These  should  be  taken  away  and  either  set  up 
some  distance  from  the  schoolhouse  or  new  ones  built. 

We  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  annexed  report  of 
the  Superintendent  on  the  condition  and  needs  of  the  schools, 
which  the  Committee  at  its  last  meeting  voted  to  accept  and 
have  printed. 

We  would  recommend  an  ’appropriation  of  twenty-eight 
hundred  dollars  for  schools  for  the  ensuing  year. 


4 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 
Receipts. 


Appropriation .  $2,800  00 

Other  Resources : — 


Balance  on  hand  March  1 ,  189S . 

Income  lrom  school  fund . . 

“  dog  tax . 

Received  from  State  on  account  of 

Superintendent . 

Received  for  tuition . . 

“  “  supplies  sold  . 

Contributions  from  teachers  and  schol¬ 
ars  for  school  library . 


32 

394 

180 


00 

43 

66 


416  66 
35  00 
1  11 


3  34 

-  $3>863  20 


Expenditures  for  the  Year. 


Teachers’  Wages : — 

Francis  A.  Rugg,  High . 

Newton  D.  Clark,  High . 

S.  Emma  Dean,  Grammar . 

Vina  A.  Dole,  Grammar . 

Mary  E.  Dudley,  Primary . 

Florence  E.  Snow,  North . 

Ruth  B.  Cornwell,  Albeeville . 

Marguerite  Thompson,  Albeeville . 

Cora  L.  Edmands,  East . 

Frank  H.  Lowell,  music  teacher . 

Fuel : — 

Williams  Bros. . . 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  wood  and  fitting 

same . 

E.  A.  Snow,  wood  and  fitting  same . 

Lyman  Cook . 

Care  of  Rooms  ? — 

Florence  E.  Snow,  North . 

Ruth  B.  Cornwell,  Albeeville . . . 

Cora  L.  Edmands,  East . 

Fred  A.  Snow,  Center  rooms . 

Mrs.  Head,  cleaning  North . . 

Mrs.  Alger,  cleaning  Albeeville . 

Mrs.  Alger,  cleaning  Center  rooms . 


0 

00 

52 

291 

69 

130 

00 

252 

00 

340 

00 

306 

00 

288 

00 

18 

00 

261 

00 

26 

00 

$65 

00 

12 

5o 

12 

37 

12 

75 

$17 

00 

9 

00 

9 

00 

34 

00 

5 

00 

4 

50 

6 

25 

$2,093  21 


$103  10 


$84  75 
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Textbooks  and  supplies: — 

Amount  purchased  as  per  report  of 

school  book  agent .  $215  35 

Apparatus : — 

E.  E.  Sherman . $i  35 

Estes  &  Lauriet .  12  48 

Franklin  Ed.  Co .  25  30 

- $39  r3 

Superintendent :  — 

Elmer  E.  Sherman . . .  $53°  00 

Transportation  of  scholars: — 

George  M.  Taft . $167  00 

Alfred  I.  Barrows .  165  00 

— - —  $33 2  °° 

Incidentals : — 

GeorgeS.  Perry  &  Co.,  duster,  pointers 

and  blanks . . .  $3  55 

George  S.  Perry  &  Co.,  pencil  sharpener  3  00 

4  4  4  4  slate  black  boards  52  36 

4  4  4  4  liquid  slating .  3  00 

Clark  &  Barnes,  freight  and  carting 

book-case .  75 

J.  L.  Hammett  Co.,  2  bells .  1  55 

W.  W.  Nelson,  cleaning  vaults  and 

mowing  brush . 1  50 

Howard  &  Brown,  High  school  diplo¬ 
mas . 5  60 

Walter  Parker,  giving  graduation  ad¬ 
dress  . . .  7  00 

C.  B.  Williams,  carting  blackboards .  2  00 

Joseph  Dudley,  services  at  graduation  1  00 

William  H.  Bennett,  painting  North 

schoolhouse .  18  81 

William  H.  Bennett,  labor  and  material  7  74 

C.  H.  Allen,  labor  and  material  putting 

slate  blackboards .  17  26 

J.  A.  George,  putting  up  stage .  1  50 

Ellis  &  Sons,  school  room  supplies  and 

articles  used  in  repairs . .  1 7  00 

G.  M.  Billings,  printing . .  6  50 

C.  H.  Allen,  labor .  1  65 

H.  J.  Dearing,  stove  grate  and  pipe .  3  19 

E.  H.  Taft,  gravel  and  drawing  same.....  5  34 

John  W.  Estey,  use  of  well .  3  00 
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A.  W.  Gaskill,  mowing  school  yards  at 

Center . _ . 

Holden  Patent  Book  Cover  Co.,  book 

covers . 

Use  of  well,  Center . 

H.  W.  Gaskill,  services  as  school  com¬ 
mittee  . 

H.  W.  Gaskill,  taking  school  census . 

“  44  glass  and  setting . 

44  44  lumber . 

u  u  labor . i. . 

Elmer  E.  Sherman,  traveling  expenses 
“  44  cash  paid  for  express 

44  44  44  44  incidentals 

44  44  u  u  graduation 


programs . . . 

Elmer  E.  Sherman,  cash  paid  telephone 
Lyman  Cook,  services  as  school  com¬ 
mittee . . . . 

Lyman  Cook  taking  school  census . 

44  44  cash  paid  schoolroom  sup¬ 
plies . 

Lyman  Cook,  cash  paid  use  of  well . 

44  44  labor . . . . . 

E.  A.  Snow,  cash  paid  traveling  ex¬ 
penses . . 

E.  A.  Snow,  cash  paid  express . 

44  44  44  44  postage . 

44  4  4  4  4  4  4  cleaning  yard.. 

u  a  a  a  u  tt 

after  the  masons . 

E.  A.  Snow,  cash  paid  incidentals  as 

per  bill . . 

E.  A.  Snow,  freight  and  carting  supplies 
E.  A.  Snow,  services  as  school  commit¬ 
tee  . 

E.  A.  Snow,  taking  school  census . 

4  4  4  4  labor  of  boy  and  team . 

4  4  4  4  labor  of  self  and  team 

looking  after  and  doing  repairs  as 

per  bills .  . . 

E.  A.  Snow,  services  as  school  book 

agent . 

E.  A.  Snow,  services  as  secretary  of 
school  committee .  . 


$3  oo 

6  25 

7  00 

1  25 

2  00 
1  50 
1  5° 
4  5° 
6  85 

75 
1  37 

4  00 
40 


1  00 

4  i5 

2  00 
4  5o 

4  00 

5  25 

2  95 
1  00 

60 

1  89 
1  90 

1  25 

2  00 

3  5o 


8  25 

9  00 
10  00 

-  $268  1 6 


$3  >6<>5  40 


Cash  on  hand  to  pay  what  will  be  due 
teachers,  janitors  and  for  transporta¬ 
tion  of  scholars  at  the  end  of  the 


year,  March  3,  1899 .  $147  98 

Cost  of  schools  for  the  year .  $3,813  38 

Cash  on  hand  unexpended .  49  82 


$3,863  20 

RECAPITULATION. 


Resources .  ,  $3,863  20 

Expenditures 

Teachers’  wages,  including  amount  un¬ 
paid .  $2,216  99 

Fuel .  103  10 

Care  of  rooms,  including  amount  un¬ 
paid  .  88  65 

Text  books  and  supplies .  215  35 

Apparatus  . 1 .  39  13 

Superintendent  .  530  00 

Transportation  of  scholars,  including 

amount  unpaid .  352  00 

Incidentals .  268  16 

Cash  on  hand .  49  82 

- $3,863  20 


HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 
ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

LYMAN  COOK, 

Mendon,  Feb.  18,  1899.  School  Committee. 

SCHOOL  BOOK  AGENT’S  REPORT. 


Dr. 

To  books  and  supplies  purchased  : — 


Ginn  &  Co .  $56  06 

J.  B.  Lippincott  Co .  90 

George  S.  Perry  &  Co .  14  88 

Greenough,  Adams  &  Cushing .  7  75 

E.  E.  Sherman . . . .  1  50 

J.  L.  Hammett  Co .  35  32 

Edw.  E.  Babb  &  Co .  14  40 
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Leach,  Shewell  &  Co . 

$6 

25 

American  Book  Co . 

29 

24 

Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co . 

7 

65 

Henry  Holt  &  Co . 

80 

Silver,  Burdett  &  Co . 

40 

60 

$215 

35 

Books  and  supplies  on  hand,  March  1, 

1898 . 

80 

12 

Cr. 

By  books  and  supplies  furnished  schools  $215  12 


By  supplies  sold .  1  11 

By  books  and  supplies  on  hand  March  1, 

1899 . - .  79  24 


$295  47 


$295  47 


Mendon,  Feb.  18,  1899. 


ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

School  Book  Agent. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Mendon, 

Gentlemen  : — The  fifth  annual  report  of  the  present  Super¬ 
intendent  of  Schools  is  hereby  presented. 

Slate  blackboards  have  been  placed  in  the  Albeeville  school 
room,  and  the  North  school  building  has  been  painted. 

Owing  to  the  increase  in  the  East  school,  chairs  and  desks 
were  taken  from  the  unused  South  building  and  placed  in  the 
East  building.  This  latter  building  is  in  need  of  constant  re¬ 
pair.  It  is  an  old  structure,  the  poorest  school  building  in  the 
town,  and,  excepting  the  Primary  room  at  the  center,  the  most 
uncomfortable  school  room. 

The  attendance  is  nearly  one-half  of  a  per  cent,  higher  than 
last  year,  being  over  93  1-4  per  cent.  This  is  1  1-4  per  cent, 
above  the  average  for  the  state.  The  number  of  tardy  marks 
has  increased.  A  glance  at  the  statistical  table  on  page  16  will 
reveal  which  schools  have  made  the  best  showing  in  this  par¬ 
ticular.  It  is  to  be  desired  that  pupils,  teachers  and  parents  will 
make  efforts  to  improve  the  record  for  next  year. 

The  teachers  in  Mendon  are  doing  good  work.  The  town 
is  fortunate  in  having  competent,  faithful  teachers  working  in 
her  schools. 

The  teachers’  meetings  occurring  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  first  Monday  in  the  month,  have  been  well  attended.  The 
teachers  are  enjoying  a  course  of  seven  lectures.  These  lectures 
are  open  to  the  public  and  are  of  general  interest.  Those  in 
Hopedale  are  given  in  the  hall  of  the  new  building  on  Dutcher 
street,  and  those  in  Milford  in  the  High  school  building.  The 
following  is  a  program  of  the  course : 

September  29,  4.30  p.  m.,  Milford. — “Literature  in  Elementary 
Schools,”  Miss  Sarah  L.  Arnold,  Supervisor  of  Primary  Department, 
Boston. 

October  20,  4.15  p.  m.,  Hopedale. — “History,”  Mr.  A.  C.  Boyden, 
Bridgewater  Normal  School. 

December  15,  4.15  p.  m.  Milford. — “Educational  Leaders,”  Mr.  A. 
E.  Winship,  Editor  “Journal  of  Education.” 

January  18,  4.15  p.  m.,  Hopedale,  “The  Development  of  the  In¬ 
dividual,”  Dr.  Gertrude  Edmands,  Lowell  Training  School. 

February  15,  4.15  p.  m.,  Milford. — “What  the  Tupil  Taught  the 
Teacher,”  William  E.  Bates,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Fall  Iiiver. 

April  12,  4.15  p.  m.,  Hopedale. — “Froebel’s  Method  of  Child  Cul¬ 
ture,”  Miss  Lucy  E.  Wheeloek,  Chauncey  Hall  School,  Boston. 

May  10,  4.15  p.  m.,  Milford. — “The  Place  and  Power  of  Drawing  in 
Public  Education,”  Mr.  Henry  T.  Bailey,  State  Supervisor  of  Drawing. 
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THE  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Massachusetts  requires  each  town  and  city  to  provide  every 
eligible  child  who  desires  it  with  a  high  school  education,  either 
by  supporting  such  a  school  or  by  paying  the  pupil’s  tuition  in 
the  high  school  of  some  other  town.  Mendon  has  a  high  school 
which  she  supported,  to  her  honor  be  it  said,  years  before  there 
was  any  compulsory  statute.  This  school  offers  two  four-year 
courses,  and  at  present  runs  thirty-six  weeks  each  year.  The 
school  is  doing  better  work  than  formerly,  but,  nevertheless,  it 
is  not  up  to  a  grade  of  work  equal  to  the  ordinary  high  school, 
and  under  present  conditions  it  can  never  reach  such  a  standard. 
There  are  two  plans,  either  of  which  would  enable  the  town  to 
provide  a  suitable  high  school  education. 

First  Plan\  To  pay  the  tuition  of  the  high  school  pupils 
elsewhere. 

If  this  plan  were  adopted  it  would  be  desirable  to  have 
another  year  in  the  grammar  school,  that  those  who  should 
wish  to  go  on  elsewhere  might  be  well  prepared,  and  that  those 
who  should  leave  school  at  the  close  of  the  grammar  course 
might  have  a  fair  English  education. 

Second  Plan  :  To  provide  our  High  school  with  rooms  for 
its  exclusive  use  and  furnish  two  teachers  for  its  instruction. 

The  usual  membership  of  the  school  is  in  the  neighborhood 
of  thirty,  sometimes  more,  sometimes  less.  Two  teachers  are 
absolutely  necessary  for  good  work. 

The  sciences  as  now  generally  taught  require  laboratory 
practice,  a  room  where  experiments  may  be  prepared  before¬ 
hand  and  left  as  long  as  desired.  This  is  impossible  in  a  room 
used  for  other  purposes. 

Should  the  town  desire  to  follow  the  second  plan,  a  build¬ 
ing  in  which  at  least  two  rooms  could  be  devoted  to  the  High 
school  would  be  necessary. 

If  few  pupils  sought  a  high  school  education  elsewhere,  as 
might  be  the  case  after  a  year  or  two,  the  first  plan  would  be 
cheaper  than  the  second,  but  if  the  town  were  to  continue  pay¬ 
ing  the  tuition  of  thirty  pupils,  the  difference  in  expense  would 
not  be  so  great. 

The  second  plan  has  the  advantage  in  that  probably  a 
greater  number  would  receive  a  high  school  education  than 
would  be  the  case  if  parents  had  to  provide  transportation  and 
pupils  were  obliged  to  make  the  effort  to  reach  a  distant  school 
at  an  early  hour.  If  the  second  plan  were  followed  the  average 
culture  and  intelligence  of  the  population  of  the  town  twenty 
years  hence  would  probably  be  greater  than  would  result  under 
the  first  plan.  The  second  plan  would  mean  the  greatest  good 
to  the  gieatest  number. 

It  is  well  for  a  town  to  educate  its  children  within  its  own 
borders. 
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MUSIC. 

Music  as  a  subject  of  regular  instruction  in  the  schools  is  a 
desirable  thing.  We  tried  the  experiment  in  our  schools  for 
some  time,  but  owing  to  causes  arising  from  the  circumstances 
under  which  we  are  placed  it  did  not  seem  to  be  a  success.  The 
results  did  not  appear  to  warrant  the  expenditure  of  the  neces¬ 
sary  time  and  effort,  and  the  committee  decided  in  September  to 
drop  the  music  as  a  regular  study.  The  teachers  are  expected  to 
teach  rote  songs  in  the  lower  grades  for  patriotic  and  devotional 
exercises  and  to  allow  singing  as  a  part  of  the  opening  exercises 
of  their  respective  schools.  This  is  very  different,  however, 
from  the  study  of  musical  notation  and  practice  in  reading  music 
and  in  voice  culture,  all  of  which  would  occupy  more  time  than 
our  schools  of  many  grades  can  furnish  without  encroaching  upon 
the  essentials  of  the  three  R’s. 

GRADED  SCHOOLS. 

The  work  in  our  schools  is  planned  by  the  year,  the  school 
year  covering  the  time  from  September  to  June.  The  children 
are  arranged  in  grades,  the  first  grade  doing  the  work  of  the 
first  year  in  school,  the  second  grade  that  of  the  second  year,  etc. 
The  course  from  the  primary  through  the  high  extends  over 
twelve  years,  four  in  the  primary,  four  in  the  grammar  and  four 
in  the  high. 

No  two  pupils  do  this  work  in  exactly  the  same  way.  Some 
move  at  a  rate  requiring  more  than  twelve  years,  some  less. 
Some  accomplish  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  work  in  a  given  sub¬ 
ject,  others  only  sixty  or  seventy  per  cent.  There  are  some 
minds  to  whom  certain  things  are  impossible  of  accomplishment, 
while  in  other  directions  they  may  excel.  It  is  true  that  some 
things  are  essential  for  everybody  to  know,  but  there  are  many 
things  not  necessary  for  all  to  understand,  and  it  is  wrong  to 
demand  of  every  child  the  same  kind  and  amount  of  work.  He 
should  do  that  which  teaches  him  to  think,  and  if  he  is  gaining 
the  power  of  thought  he  is  being  educated,  even  though  he  may 
have  little  knowledge  of  some  branches.  Pupils  differ  in  their 
requirements.  For  the  child  who  must  early  in  life  earn  his 
own  living  the  schools  should  do  something  to  fit  him  for  that 
struggle;  while  the  one  who  expects  to  finish  his  public  school 
course  and  perhaps  continue  his  education  elsewhere,  needs  a 
different  training.  Courses  of  study  should  be  arranged  to  give 
the  greatest  possible  good  to  the  individual  at  whatever  point  he 
is  obliged  to  leave  school. 

Courses  of  study  should  be  elastic,  the  grading  flexible,  the 
teacher  watchful  and  sympathetic,  and  the  school  equipment  in 
the  way  of  buildings,  materials  and  teachers  should  be  generous 
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to  render  it  possible  to  do  individual  work  with  the  pupils. 
This  ideal  system  means  classes  of  pupils  nearly  equal  in  age 
and  ability,  and  not  over  forty  in  number  to  a  teacher,  the  pro¬ 
motions  to  occur  quarterly  instead  of  yearly,  and  a  course  which 
should  include  manual  training  in  the  shape  of  cooking  for  girls, 
and  Sloyd,  or  wood-working,  for  boys. 

Manual  training  aims  to  connect  a  plan  with  its  execution, 
mind  with  muscle.  Whoever  has  had  occasion  to  employ  the  or¬ 
dinary  mechanic,  expecting  to  have  directions  followed  and  work 
executed  as  planned,  will  realize  the  desirability  of  better 
training  for  the  next  generation.  Manual  training  seeks  to 
impress  truth  as  a  cardinal  virtue,  not  only  in  word,  but  in 
action,  for  slighted  handiwork  is  untruthful  dealing. 

Those  fortunate  children  who  come  from  homes  where  the 
girl  is  carefully  trained  by  her  mother  to  help  in  the  kitchen 
and  the  boy  by  his  father  to  assist  in  the  farm  work,  may  not 
need  to  include  manual  training  in  their  school  course. 

This  school  system  thus  briefly  suggested,  maybe  ideal,  but 
it  is  well  to  have  ideals  if  they  be  good  and  high,  for  only  by 
striving  for  the  ideal  does  the  world  progress. 

THE  THREE  R’S  OF  TO-DAY. 

When  a  little  one  stands  before  his  teacher  for  a  first  lesson 
in  reading,  she  talks  to  him  about  something  with  which  he  is 
familiar  and  which  she  knows  is  the  subject  of  a  lesson  in  the 
primer  that  he  is  to  use  later  on.  It  may  be  about  baby  and 
mamma.  She  writes  baby  on  the  board,  pronounces  it,  and  calls 
upon  him  to  pronounce  it  also.  The  same  with  mamma ,  and  so 
on  for  several  lessons,  adding  more  words  and  reviewing  all  the 
time,  until  he  knows  several  words  at  sight.  Perhaps  in  the 
second  lesson  she  teaches  the  word  see.  Then  combines  See  baby, 
and  so  from  the  start  uses  the  words  in  short  sentences.  In  a 
few  weeks  he  is  ready  for  the  primer,  and  will  readily  recognize 
the  words  he  has  learned,  in  new  combinations.  Then  the 
teacher  begins  to  give  the  child  a  key  to  new  words  by  teaching 
him  the  sounds  of  letters  and  combinations.  Of  letters,  as  f,  1, 
m,  n,  r,  s;  of  combinations,  as  ing,  ight,  an,  at,  which  he  learns 
to  pronounce  as  one  sound.  Then  she  teaches  the  child  to  put 
them  together,  as  l-ight — light,  might,  night,  right,  sight,  etc. 
By  the  end  of  the  first  year  the  child  reads  readily  in  a  primer  or 
first  reader.  It  is  designed  that  two  or  three  first  readers  shall 
be  read  before  the  second  reader  is  taken  up,  and  the  same  with 
the  second  readers,  etc. 

During  the  second  half-year  the  alphabet  is  learned  forwards 
and  backwards,  and  the  child  begins  to  spell  orally.  He  learns 
poems,  which  he  speaks  with  the  others  and  alone.  This  mem- 
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orizing  of  selections  from  the  great  poets  is  continued  for  years, 
and  the  teacher  attempts  to  have  them  spoken  with  expression. 
The  reading  books  are  selected  with  reference  to  their  literary 
qualities.  Much  advance  has  been  made  of  late  in  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  such  books  for  children. 

Work  in  writing  the  English  language  is  begun  in  the  firs* 
year  and  carried  on  throughout  the  entire  school  course.  A* 
first  they  copy  simple  sentences,  then  construct  sentences  from 
words  given  and  fill  blanks  with  the  proper  word  or  form.  Then 
write  short  stories  from  memory.  These  are  followed  by  origi¬ 
nal  sentences,  and  finally  paragraphs  and  essays.  They  are 
taught  the  forms  of  social  and  business  letters. 

Later  they  come  to  technical  English  grammar  and  learn 
to  tell  the  parts  of  a  sentence,  to  determine  the  uses  of  words  in 
sentences,  to  name  parts  of  speech,  and  finally  to  analyze  and 
parse. 

The  penmanship  is  begun  in  the  first  year.  The  writing  of 
single  small  letters  at  the  black-board  and  at  the  seat  upon  large 
sheets  of  manilla  paper  is  the  first  step.  No  small  writing  is  re¬ 
quired  the  first  year,  because  the  little  hands  ought  not  to  be 
cramped  before  the  mind  is  developed  to  control  the  smaller 
muscles.  Ink  is  taken  almost  at  first.  Slates  are  not  used  dur¬ 
ing  the  first  three  years  because  the  habit  of  bearing  down  upon 
the  pencil  is  unavoidable  in  using  the  slate,  and,  too,  slates  are 
filthy,  noisy  things  in  the  hands  of  the  little  ones.  In  many 
schools  they  are  not  used  in  any  grade. 

The  vertical  script  is  used  because  little  ones  naturally  write 
that  way  and  in  former  days  had,  with  much  time  and  trouble, 
to  be  taught  the  slant,  and  because  business  men  are  united  in 
declaring  the  vertical  script  to  be  more  legible.  Movement 
exercises  precede  each  lesson,  and  books  are  used  to  furnish  a 
correct  copy  and  to  record  progress  made. 

Arithmetic,  the  fetich  of  the  old-time  school,  still  holds  a 
very  important  place,  not  only  as  a  practical  subject,  but  as 
furnishing,  when  rightly  taught,  excellent  mental  discipline. 

Mental  arithmetic  has  a  prominent  place  upon  the  daily 
program  and  is  designed  to  develop  principles  and  give  facility 
in  the  use  of  figures.  A  pamphlet  carefully  .outlining  the  subject 
of  arithmetic  has  been  prepared  by  the  superintendent  for  the 
use  of  the  teachers.  A  copy  will  be  furnished  to  any  parent 
upon  application  to  the  superintendent.  The  most  stress  is  laid 
upon  addition,  common  and  decimal  fractions,  percentage,  and 
ratio,  or  the  rule  of  three.  In  the  earlier  years  small  numbers 
are  used,  and  the  difficult  reasoning  underlying  problems  in  the 
multiplication  and  division  of  fractions,  and  percentage,  is  left 
till  the  last  years  of  the  grammar  course. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 

First:  That  a  committee  be  appointed  at  the  March  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  town  to  recommend  a  location,  plans  and  estimates  for 
a  new  school  building  at  the  Center,  and  to  report  at  a  meeting 
called  for  the  purpose. 

Second:  That  the  old  West  school  building  and  lot  be  sold. 

Third:  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  ascertain  the 
feasibility  of  moving  the  South  building  to  the  lot  now  occupied 
by  the  East  building  and  placing  the  same  in  a  suitable  condition 
for  school  purposes,  or,  in  case  of  an  adverse  report  from  said 
committee,  that  the  South  building  be  sold. 

Fourth :  That  the  school  committee  begin  to  provide  the 
school  rooms  with  new  chairs  and  desks  for  the  pupils,  re¬ 
furnishing  the  primary  room  first. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  cordial 
support  given  to  the  superintendent  by  committee,  teachers  and 
townspeople.  It  cannot  fail  to  react  favorably  upon  the  schools. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  E.  SHERMAN, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 


BRIEF  EXTRACTS  FROM  EDUCATIONAL  LAWS. 

1.  Ail  children  between  7  and  14,  unless  sick,  feeble-minded,  at  an 
approved  private  school,  or  otherwise  instructed  in  branches  required  by 
law,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  School  Committee,  must  attend  the  public 
school  during  the  entire  time  of  each  school  year.  Penalty  to  parent  or 
guardian  for  failure  in  attendance  for  five  days’  sessions  within  any 
period  of  six  months,  $20. 

2.  No  child  under  14  can  be  employed  “in  any  factory,  workshop  or 
mercantile  establishment.”  “No  such  child  shall  be  employed  in  any 
work  performed  for  wages  or  other  compensation”  during  the  hours  when 
the  public  school  is  in  session  nor  before  six  o’clock  in  the  morning  or 
after  seven  in  the  evening. 

3.  No  child  under  16  can  be  employed  in  any  factory,  workshop,  or 
mercantile  establishment  without  a  certificate  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Schools.  He  must  present  an  employment  ticket  from  the  person  who 
wishes  to  employ  him,  on  applying  for  a  certificate.  The  father,  if 
living  and  a  resident,  must  sign  the  certificate  of  age ;  if  not,  the  mother ; 
if  neither,  the  guardian. 

4.  Children  between  14  and  16  must  either  attend  school  or  be  regu¬ 
larly  employed. 

5.  Children  must  be  vaccinated  before  attending  school,  but  a  cer¬ 
tificate  from  a  regular  physician,  saying  a  child  is  an  unfit  subject  for 
vaccination,  allows  attendance. 
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No  child  can  attend  school  from  a  household  in  which  there  is  a  case  of 
small-pox,  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  or  measles,  or  from  a  household 
exposed  to  contagion  from  a  household  as  aforesaid.  Two  weeks  after 
the  death,  removal  or  recovery  of  the  patient  in  a  case  of  the  first  three 
mentioned,  or  three  days  after  in  a  case  of  measles,  the  child  may  return 
on  presentation  of  a  certificate  from  the  attending  physician  or  from  the 
board  of  health. 

6.  “The  last  regular  session  prior  to  Memorial  Day,  or  a  portion  there¬ 
of,  shall  be  devoted  to  exercises  of  a  patriotic  nature.” 

7.  A  United  States  flag  not  less  than  four  feet  in  length  shall  be 
displayed  on  the  schoolhouse  grounds  or  building  every  school  day,  when 
the  weather  will  permit,  and  on  the  inside  of  the  schoolhouse  on  other 
school  days. 

8.  A  written  excuse  stating  cause  of  absence,  and  signed  by  parent  or 
guardian,  must  be  presented  by  the  pupil  on  his  return  to  school. 


TEACHERS,  DECEMBER,  1898. 


SCHOOL. 


TEACHER. 


WHERE  FITTED. 


SALARY. 


North, 

High, 

Grammar, 

Primary, 

Albeeville, 

East, 


Florence  E.  Snow, 
Newton  D.  Clark, 
Vina  A.  Dole, 
Mary  E.  Dudlej', 
Ruth  B.  Cornwell, 
Cora  L.  Edmands, 


Mendon  High. 
Dartmouth  College. 
N.  H.  Academy. 
Mendon  High. 
Friend’s  School. 
Bridgewater  Normal. 


$324 
500 
432 
360 
324 
288  00 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1899-1900. 


Spring  Term. 

12  Weeks. 

Fall  Term.* 

14  Weeks. 

Winter  Term. 

10  Weeks. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

opens. 

CLOSES. 

opens. 

closes. 

First  Eight ) 
Grades,  / 

March  27 

June  16 

Sept.  11 

Dec.  22 

Jan.  1,  ’00 

Mar.  9,  ’00 

High  School, 

March  20 

June  9 

Sept.  11 

Dec.  22 

Jan.  1,  ’00 

Mar.  9,  ’00 

♦The  Fall  Term  has  a  recess  of  one  week  at  Thanksgivin  g. 


HOLIDAYS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
Washington’s  Birthday,  Patriot’s  Day,  Memorial  Day. 


88888 


STATISTICAL  TABLES— 1898. 
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COURSE  OF  STUDY  IN  THE  MENDON  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

QUARTER,  f  FIRST  YEAR. 
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GRADUATION  EXERCISES. 

Class  '98,  Mendon  High  School, 

June  Ninth,  1898. 


PROGRAMME. 


March . . . 

Prayer . Rev.  L.  G.  Wilson 

Chorus — “The  Light  of  Youth,” . School 

Address . Mr.  Walter  S.  Parker,  Supervisor  Boston  Schools 

Chorus — “The  Distant  Bells,” . > ..  > . School 

Presentation  of  Diplomas . Supt.  E.  E.  Sherman 

Chorus _ ^  “Youthful  Pleasure  is  a  Treasure,"  j  < 


f 

J  (  “Woodland  Voices,’ 


.School 


Clair  Wood  Freeman. 
Lewis  Stone  Ford. 
Anna  Dike  Kinsley. 


Class  of  1898. 
Academic  Course. 


Alice  Geraldine  Taft. 
Minnie  Coleman  Allen. 
Jessie  Rhodes. 


English  Course. 
Edward  Lyman  Cook. 


Class  Motto — Aux  E'toiles  Toujours. 


Colors — Red,  White  and  Blue. 


Flower — Jacqueminot  Rose. 


ROLL  OF  HONOR. 


The  following  named  children  have  been  neither  absent  nor 
tardy  for  the  time  specified  : — 

NINE  YEARS. 

Frederick  A.  Snow — High. 

FIVE  YEARS. 

Mabel  D.  Snow — Grammar. 

THREE  YEARS. 

Edward  F.  Driscoll,  William  H.  Driscoll — High. 

John  J.  Driscoll,  Rose  E.  Snow — Grammar. 

TWO  YEARS. 

Grace  E.  Whiting — High. 

ONE  YEAR. 

Oliver  Moores — High . 

Flora  Belle  Rhodes,  Carrie  S.  Wood,  Louisa  W. 
Congdon —  Grammar. 

Edgar  S.  Wheeler,  Mabel  M.  Taft — Primary. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Edward  Cook — High. 

Bertie  Moores,  Herbert  Wheeler — Grammar. 

Florence  Merle  Brown,  Mary  A.  Brien,  George  H.  Wilbur, 
Carl  M.  Taft — Primary. 

Herbert  O.  Wright,  Andrew  R.  Byrne,  Lulu  E.  Taft, 
Alice  M.  Byrne,  Harold  H.  Eldridge,  Florence  J.  Aldrich — 
North. 
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Ruth  Worthen,  Althea  Spreadbury,  Lillian  Worthen,  Sid¬ 
ney  Spreadbury,  George  Worthen — East. 

Walter  I.  Coffin,  Lizzie  F.  Smith,  Flora  Valliquette,  Cora 
V  alliquette — Albeeville. 

SPRING  TERM. 

Anna  Pond — High. 

Raymond  M.  Barrows,  George  W.  Cromb,  Louise  Cur¬ 
liss — Grammar. 

Carrie  A.  Cromb,  William  S.  Curliss,  Carl  M.  Taft,  Mari¬ 
etta  Brady,  Roy  A.  Barrows,  Florence  Merle  Brown,  Albert  I. 
Cromb,  Charles  V.  Driscoll,  Catherine  A.  Harrington,  George 
H.  Wilbur — Primary. 

Harold  H.  Eldridge — North. 

Walter  I.  Coffin,  Alice  G.  Coffin — Albeeville . 

FALL  TERM. 

Carrie  Beal,  Anna  Pond — High. 

Louise  Curliss — Grammar. 

William  A.  Curliss,  Charlotte  A.  Snow,  Chester  A.  Wheel¬ 
er,  Charles  V.  Driscoll,  Herbert  S.  Wood,  Albert  I.  Cromb — 
Piimary. 

Florence  I.  Aldrich,  Abbie  M.  Darling — North. 

Ruth  Worthen — East. 


TOWN  WARRANT 


Worcester,  ss. — To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
in  the  County  of  Worcester,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon 
qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 
Town  Hall,  in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  sixth  day  of 
March,  next,  punctually  at  io  o’clock,  a.  m.,  to  act  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  articles,  viz : 

Article  i.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  in  said 
meeting. 

Article  2.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  several  town  offi¬ 
cers  and  committees  and  act  thereon. 

Article  3.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the 
year  ensuing. 

Article  4.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  are  necessary 
to  defray  town  charges,  and  make  appropriations  of  the  same. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  list 
of  jurors  reported  by  the  Selectmen,  or  make  any  alteration  in 
the  same. 

Article  6.  To  see  what  measures,  if  any,  the  town  will 
adopt  to  secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Treas¬ 
urer  to  hire  money  to  pay  current  expenses  for  the  municipal 
year  commencing  March  6th,  1899,  in  anticipation  of  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  the  taxes. 

Article  8.  To  bring  in  their  bollots  “Yes”  or  “No”  in 
answer  to  the  question,  “Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town  ?” 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  continue  communica¬ 
tion  by  telephone  with  Milford,  as  security  against  destruction 
by  fire,  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  io.  To  see  what  measures,  if  any,  the  town  will 
adopt  towards  taking  care  of  the  water  opposite  the  Union 
Chapel. 

Article  ii.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  raise  the  watering  tub  near  the  residence  of  Silas 
Dudley,  put  in  a  wasteway  and  appropriate  money  for  the  same, 
or  take  any  action  in  relation  to  said  tub. 
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Article  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pay  twenty 
cents  per  hour  for  shoveling  snow  the  ensuing  year. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  print  the  val¬ 
uation  list  of  1899. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appoint  a  committee 
to  investigate  and  report  upon  a  site  and  plans  for  a  four-room 
school  building,  not  l^ter  than  March,  1900,  or  take  any  action 
in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  town  wTill  vote  to  discontinue 
the  road  leading  from  the  house  of  Samuel  W.  Wood  to  the 
house  occupied  by  George  N.  Trask,  or  take  any  action  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  same. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appoint  a  committee 
to  ascertain  the  cost,  etc.,  of  moving  the  South  school  house  to 
the  school  grounds  of  the  East  school,  and  report  at  some  meet¬ 
ing  not  later  than  March,  1900,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  to 
the  same. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  revoke  its 
acceptance  of  the  provisions  of  Chapter  374  of  the  Acts  of  1895, 
and  vote  to  accept  the  provisions  of  sections  74,  75,  76  and  77  of 
Chapter  27  of  the  Public  Statutes,  and  elect  a  Board  of  Road 
Commissioners,  or  act  in  any  way  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  any  sum 
of  money  for  Memorial  Day  and  select  a  committee  to  have 
charge  of  said  appropriation. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant,  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  thereof  at  each  of  the  following  places  in  said 
town,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meet¬ 
ing,  viz : — At  the  post-office,  and  on  the  guideboard  near  the 
schoolhouse  in  Albeeville,  and  at  the  post-office  in  South  Mil¬ 
ford. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  or  Town  Clerk,  before  the 
time  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  twenty-third  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety-nine. 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

EDW.  C.  KINSLEY, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE  VARIOUS 

BOARDS  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS 


OF  THE 


TOttlN  OF  FIE^DON, 


INCLUDING  REPORT  OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


FOR  THE 


Municipal  Year  Ending  March  5, 1900. 

[233d  ANNUAL  REPORT.] 


MILFORD.  MASS., 
Cook  &  Sons,  Printers, 
1900. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


The  undersigned,  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  for 
the  municipal  year  ending  March  5,  1900,  respectfully  submits 
an  account  of  his  doings. 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  paying  the  following 


items,  viz  : 

To  cash  received  of  the  Treasurer  for  the 

year  ending  March  6,  1899 .  $7r5  94 

To  cash  borrowed  on  four  town  notes .  3,500  00 

To  cash  received  of  Jerome  S.  Daniels, 

for  redemption  of  land .  20  36 

To  cash  received  of  Mrs.  I.  O.  Rhodes, 

for  use  of  telephone .  35  48 

To  cash  received  of  Edward  C.  Kinsley, 

janitor  Town  Hall .  115  50 

To  cash  received  of  John  Byrnes,  butcher’s 

license .  1  00 

To  cash  received  of  I.  O.  Rhodes .  1  00 

“  “  S.  Warren  Cook,  auc¬ 
tioneer .  2  00 

To  cash  received  of  Geo.  M.  Taft,  timber  1  00 

“  u  Committee  on  Memo¬ 
rial  Day .  10  22 

To  cash  received  of  Town  of  Uxbridge, 

for  aid  to  Malinda  Cummings .  14  5° 

To  cash  received  of  Clark  Ellis  &  Sons, . 

error .  50 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  Cor¬ 
poration  Tax  for  1899 .  66  85 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  tax .  427  35 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  state 

aid,  Chap.  301,  Acts  1894 .  435  00 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer, 

school  fund .  394  38 

To  cash  received  of  County  Treasurer, . 

dog  tax .  160  74 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  for 

support  of  state  paupers .  65  05 

To  cash  received  of  Daniel  H.  Barnes, 

use  of  hay  scales .  10  35 

To  cash  received  of  George  M.  Taft,  col¬ 
lector  of  taxes  for  1897 .  54  66 
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To  cash  received  of  George  M.  Taft,  col¬ 


lector  of  taxes  for  1898 .  $  517  24 

To  cash  received  of  George  M.  Taft,  col¬ 
lector  of  taxes  for  1899 .  6454  01 

- $13,003  :3 

The  treasurer  credits  himself  with  paying  the  following 
sums,  viz  : 

By  paying  106  town  orders .  $8,016  61 

44  44  3  town  notes . . .  3, 000  00 

44  44  interest  on  3  town  notes, .  65  00 

44  44  school  committee .  555  12 

44  44  state  tax .  315  00 

4  4  4  4  county  tax .  646  00 

By  cash  on  hand .  405  40 

- $13-003  r3 


GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Treasurer. 

Mendon,  Feb.  17,  1900. 

AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 


Dr. 

To  cash  received  of  Geo.  M.  Taft,  treas¬ 
urer  for  1898  and  1899,  deposited  in 

Milford  Savings  Bank .  $1,008  10 

T  o  cash  received  deposited  in  Worcester 

County  Institution  for  Savings .  390  03 

To  cash  received,  interest  of  Milford  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank  to  Oct,  1,  1899 .  40  50 

To  cash  received,  interest  of  Worcester 
County  Institution  for  Savings  to 

Jan.  1,  1900 . 15  59 

To  cash  received  of  E.  C.  Kinsley,  for 

stove  sold .  2  50 

Total . . $1,456  72 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  five  orders .  $51  25 

44  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank .  999  85 

By  cash  deposited  in  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  Savings .  405  62 


Respectfully  submitted, 


GEORGE  M.  TAFT,  Treasurer. 
Mendon,  Feb.  17,  1900. 


SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  expenditures  of  the  town  for  the  municipal  year  ending 
March  5,  1900: 

INCIDENTALS. 

S.  E.  Everton,  sawing  wood  at  town  officers’  room .  $1  50 

John  C.  Wood,  erecting  corner  stone  between  Men- 

don,  Northbridge  and  Uxbridge .  1  00 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  for  drain  pipe  at  Mission . 

church .  34  00 

L.  E.  Wheeler,  carting  drain  pipe  from  Milford .  2  00 

C.  I.  Barnes,  services  nights  of  July  3  and  4,  1897 

and  1898 .  4  00 

H.  H.  Lent,  lumber  and  repairs  at  hay  scales .  40 

A.  A.  Jenkins,  services  in  criminal  case .  9 

H.  C.  Snell,  44  4  4  4  4  .  9 

S.  E.  Hapgood,  hack  and  driver  to  Upton  and  Men- 

don  to  meet  state  highway  commission .  8 

A.  W.  Brownell,  for  canvassing  blanks .  1 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  for  labor  at  watering  tub .  1 

Hamilton  Boyd,  for  serving  search  warrant  at  Men- 

don  Hotel .  7 

Wm.  Johnston  &  Co.,  mason  work  at  hay  scales .  15 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  suction  pump . . .  2 

George  M.  Taft,  work  in  old  cemetery . . .  7 

Jacob  R.  Brown,  making  and  setting  box  for  town 

water  standpipe . 4 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  plank  and  labor  on  box  for  town 

water  standpipe .  2 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  for  labor  on  water  works .  2 

Edw.  C.  Kinsley,  work  at  the  monument .  2 

4  4  4  4  services  nights  of  July  3  and  4 .  2 

J.  A.  George,  Mendon’s  proportion  of  the  cost  of 

publishing  Mendon  Proprietors’  Records .  5° 

J.  L.  Davenport,  repairs  at  Town  Hall . 3 

J.  L.  Davenport,  woodhouse  at  lockup . . .  24 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  labor  and  supplies  at  town  hall .  16 

W.  J.  Fresn,  work  at  Town  Hall .  3 

John  M.  Towne,  work  on  overflow  pipe .  1  00 

E.  C.  Barry,  for  repairs  at  lockup .  75 

J.  L.  Davenport,  lumber  and  labor  at  town  officers’ 

rooms .  7  00 
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R.  C.  Fish,  reporting  five  births .  $  i  25 

Horace  C.  Adams,  insurance  on  town  property .  113  87 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  labor  at  watering  tub .  1  65 

Emery  &  Wood,  returning  12  deaths .  3  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  fire  ward,  cash  paid  out  at  Cromb  fire..  2  75 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  coal  for  fire  department .  10  47 

u  u  supplies  for  extinguisher  and  express  3  30 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  hose  and  clasps  for  fire  depart¬ 
ment .  10  30 

Edw.  C.  Kinsley,  fire  ward,  cash  paid  out  at  Beals 

fire. .  2  25 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  rent  of  extinguisher  room  and  care  of 

fire  .  16  00 

Mrs.  I.  O.  Rhodes,  operator,  use  of  telephone  one 

year  to  March,  1900 .  57  So 

L.  Freeman,  cash  paid  out .  2  29 

D.  H.  Barnes,  teaming  and| services  nights  July  3 

and  4 .  3  00 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  wood  for  town  officers’  room .  2  00 

Jesse  A.  Taft,  counsel,  services  concerning  street 

railway . 25  00 


$5r7  3° 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Charles  H.  Allen,  auditor  for  1898 .  $6  00 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  lockup  keeper .  5  00 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  assessor,  express  and  postage .  37  84 

W.  S.  Wilcox,  assessor . 41  25 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  assessor .  35  00 

H.  S.  Coleman,  ballot  clerk  at  state  election .  1  50 

J.  E.  Darling,  ballot  clerk  at  state  election .  1  50 

Charles  I.  Barnes,  constable  to  March  5,  1900,  and 

services  nights  July  3  and  4  and  cash  paid .  19  00 

Horace  C.  Adams,  election  officer,  registrar .  28  08 

Horace  C.  Adams,  recording  births,  marriages  and 

deaths .  9  70 

Horace  C.  Adams,  transcribing  and  indexing  two 

volumes,  marriage  intentions  and  marriages .  25  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  treasurer .  50  00 

“  “  selectman  and  registrar .  30  00 

Edward  C.  Kinsley,  selectman  and  registrar .  30  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  selectman  and  registrar .  50  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  services  as  fire  ward .  6  85 

Edward  C.  Kinsley,  services  as  fire  ward .  9  20 


$385  92 
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AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 

Cash  paid  out,  5  orders .  $51  2^ 

HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR. 

Frank  Taft,  for  repairing  roads  and  bridges .  $1500  00 

44  44  cleaning  roads  of  snow  during  last  year .  344  72 

4  4  4  4  to  settle  T.  J.  Lapham  bill .  23  00 

$1,867  72 

PRINTING. 

G.  M.  Billings .  $  2  75 

Cook  &  Sons .  67  25 

$70  00 

TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Paid  trustees  two  orders .  $145  00 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 

Paid  committee. .  $50  00 

CARE  AND  SUPPLIES  OF  TOWN  HALL. 

Edward  C.  Kinsley,  care  of  hall  to  April  1,  1899, 

and  cash  paid  out .  $99  85 

Williams  Bros.,  coal .  43  84 

E.  H.  Taft,  wood . . . .  3  00 

Lutheria  Alger,  cleaning .  8  45 

Williams  Bros.,  coal .  15  75 

$170  89 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS,  SCHOOL  BOOKS  AND  INCI¬ 
DENTALS. 

Paid  School  Committee .  $2,800  00 

Suppression  of  truancy .  5 2  00 

$2,852  00 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Paid  overseers  of  poor,  thirteen  town  orders .  $1,370  00 
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SOLDIERS  BURIAL,  CHAPTER  279,  ACTS  OF  1896. 
Caleb  V.  A.  Smith .  $35  00 

SOLDIERS’  RELIEF,  CHAPTER  447,  ACTS  OF  1890. 

Malinda  W.  Cummings  [to  Uxbridge]  .  $14  50 

Stephen  H.  Scisco . 22  88 

Caleb  V.  A.  Smith .  7  4° 

STATE  AID  TO  PENSIONERS  UNDER  CHAPTER  374, 
ACTS  OF  1899. 

Joanna  Curley .  $48  00 

Malinda  W.  Cummings .  48  00 

Rufus  Hazard .  48  00 

George  W.  Scisco .  48  00 

Caleb  V.  A.  Smith .  4  00 

Waterman  Taft .  48  00 

Annette  L.  Weatherhead .  48  00 

George  Wilber .  40  00 

Stephen  H.  Scisco . 36  00 

Eliza  A.  Munsell . 48  00 

Sarah  Gifford .  48  00 

John  S.  McDonald .  44  00 


$508  00 

RECAPITULATION. 

Incidentals .  $5X7  3° 

Town  officers . : .  385  92 

Roads  and  bridges .  1,500  00 

Snow  bills  (last  year) .  344  72 

T.  J.  Lapham  bill .  23  00 

Printing .  70  00 

Taft  Public  Library .  145  00 

Memorial  day .  50  00 

Town  hall .  170  89 

Schools .  2,800  00 

Suppression  of  truancy . 52  00 

Poor . 1,370  00 

Soldiers’  burial .  35  00 

Chapter  447,  Acts  of  1890,  M.  W.  Cummings .  14  50 

“  “  “  “  “  S.  H.  Scisco .  22  88 

“  “  “  “  “  C.  V.  A.  Smith .  7  40 

“  374  “  “  1899 .  508  00 


$8,016  61 
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The  selectmen  report  the  available  assets  of  the  town, 


known  to  them,  as  follows  : 

Due  from  collector  of  1897 .  $12  22 

“  “  “  “  1898 . , .  158  57 

M  “  u  “  1899 .  ^75  71 

Due  from  state  aid  to  soldiers,  chap.  374,  to  Jan.  1, 

1900,  12  months . . .  506  00 

Due  from  state  aid  to  soldiers,  chap.  374,  to  Mar.  1, 

1900,  2  months .  86  00 

Due  from  state,  burial  of  soldier  C.  V.  A.  Smith .  35  00 

Cash  in  hands  of  treasurer .  $405  40 


$1,878  90 


The  liabilities  of  the  town,  so  far  as  known,  are  as  follows : 


Outstanding  bills,  estimated .  $50  00 

Due  town  officers,  estimated .  200  00 

Austin  Taft  note .  500  00 


$750  00 

Net  balance  in  favor  of  town .  $1128  90 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 
GEORGE  M.  TAFT, 
EDWARD  C.  KINSLEY, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 

Mendon,  Feb.  17,  1900. 


APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1899. 


Schools . 

Suppression  of  truancy . 

Support  of  poor . 

Repairs  of  roads  and  bridges . 

Taft  Public  Library . 

Memorial  Day . 

Interest . 

Soldiers’  relief  and  military  aid. 


DRAWN. 

$2,800  00 

$2800  OO 

52  00 

52  OO 

1400  00 

1370  OO 

1500  00 

1500  OO 

175  00 

145  OO 

50  00 

50  OO 

50  00 

65  OO 

50  00 

44  78 

$6077  00 

$6026  78 

HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT. 


The  highway  surveyor  submits  the  following  report  for  the 
year  ending  March  5,  1900. 

He  debits  himself  with  cash  on  hand  March  6,  1899  $  20  00 

44  44  44  with  cash  on  21  orders .  1 ,867  72 


He  credits  himself  by  paying  the  following  bills  : — 

Lyman  E.  Wheeler,  for  labor  with  team . 

Chas.  T.  Aldrich,  “  “  “  . 

C.  B.  Williams,  44  44  44  . 

Elias  T.  Bates,  44  44  44  . 

Joseph  Scrivens,  44  44  u  . 

Michael  Head,  44  on  repairs  . 

Dennis  Kelly,  44  44  44  . 

John  M.  Towne,  44  u  44  . 

Samuel  E.  Everton,  44  4  4  44  . 

Alphonse  St.  Lawrent,  44  44  4  4  . 

G.  R.  Ford,  44  44  4  4  . 


James  A.  Moore,  44  44  4  4  . 

Eugene  Coffin,  4  4  44  44  . 

Alderman  C.  Cook,  4  4  4  4  4  4  . 

A.  I.  Barrows,  4  4  4  4  4  4  . 

Roman  Tarrio,  44  4  4  4  4  . . 

Henry  Moores,  44  4  4  4  4  . 

John  C.  Wood,  4  4  4  4  4  4  . 

F.  E.  Barrows,  4  4  44  4  4  . 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  4  4  4  4  4  4  . 

Frank  Taft,  as  highway  surveyor . 

David  Adams,  gravel . 

A.  D.  Davenport  44  . 

Harriet  Swan,  44  . 

Harriet  F.  Pond,  44  . 

Walter  Scott,  44  . . . . 

A.  M.  Seagrave,  44  . 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  44  . 

Edward  Dudley,  44  . . 

Lewis  B.  Gaskill,  44  . . 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  plank  and  posts  for  bridge 
C.  B.  Williams,  44  4  4  4  4 

H.  A.  Barney,  4  4  4  4  4  4  . 


$1,887  72 


221  20 
97  00 
75  60 

IO  OO 

5  80 
184  76 
*44  58 
*57  45 

47  7° 
30  50 

30 

30 

45 

IO  2K 

6  86 

4  5° 
1  5o 
1  05 
75 


I  OO 

324  S3 

8  00 
8  96 
25  44 
6  30 
1  5o 
5  36 
5  76 
36  3 2 
1  85 
11  30 
I  24 
16  OO 


IO 


R.  C.  Eldridge,  supplies .  $  40 

Ethan  Claflin,  “  1  25 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  “  23  06 

A.  Morin,  44  . .. . .  6  71 

Annie  Lawless,  44  .  50 

R.  Folger,  44  4  00 

Williams  &  Wlilliams,  for  advice . r  00 

Jesse  A.  Taft,  44  .  1  00 

John  Barry  estate,  repairs . .  3  85 

A.  Morin,  44  .  2  32 

Albion  Gaskill,  44  .  30 

J.  B.  Driscoll,  44  .  1  20 


$1,500  00 


SNOW  BILLS. 


Lyman  E.  Wheeler,  for  labor  with  team  and  shovel¬ 
ing  snow . . . 

Frank  Dewolfe,  for  labor  with  team  and  shoveling 

snow . . . . . 

Elias  T.  Bates,  for  labor  with  team  and  shoveling 

snow  . . 

W.  C.  Robinson,  for  labor  with  team  and  shoveling 

snow  .  . . . • . 

Nathan  M.  Daniels,  for  labor  with  team  and  shovel¬ 
ing  snow .  . 

Davis  Hill,  for  labor  with  team  and  shoveling  snow 
Darius  D.  Henry,  for  labor  with  team  and  shoveling 

snow . 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  for  labor  with  team  and  shovel¬ 
ing  snow . . 

Frank  H.  Wood,  for  labor  with  team  and  shoveling 

snow . 

Edward  H.  Taft,  for  labor  with  team  and  shoveling 

snow . . 

Thomas  J.  Lapham,  for  labor  with  team  and  shovel¬ 
ing  snow . . . 

I.  O.  Rhodes,  for  shoveling  snow  ... 

Arthur  L.  Read,  44  44 

Samuel  E.  Everton,  4  4  4  4  . . 

Thomas  H.  Pierce,  4  4  4  4 

Dennis  Kelley,  4  4  4  4  . . 

John  M.  Towne,  4  4  44  . . 

Edward  L.  Cook,  4  4  44  . 

Walter  I.  Smith,  4  4  4  4  . . 
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60 

35 

53 
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55 

H 

55 

29 

54 

23 

00 

3 

3° 

3 

i5 

6 

3° 

3 

08 

9 

00 

8 

2S 

1 

80 

1 
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Herbert  Whiting,  for  shoveling  snow  $  60 

Glenville  C.  Coffin,  44  44  6  30 

A.  Veits  G.  Pond,  44  44  .  1  05 

James  E.  Darling,  44  44  3  00 

Michael  Head,  4  4  4  4  8  40 

Frank  Taft,  4  4  4  4  26  25 

Luther  Holbrook,  4  4  4  4  2  85 

Annie  Lawless,  book  . .  25 

$387  72 

Team  work .  .  ......  .  $409  60 

Appropriation  for  general  repairs  $1,500  00 

Amount  expended  for  general  repairs .  $1,500  00 

4  4  4  4  4  4  clearing  roads  of  s*  ow  387  72 


$1,887  72 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  TAFT, 

Highway  Surveyor. 


Mendon,  Feb.  17,  1900. 


COLLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Dr. 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  18,  1899. 
Interest  received . . 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer . 

Amount  uncollected  Feb.  17,  1900. 


$57  45 
9  43 

-  $66  88 

$54  66 
12  22 

-  $66  88 


Mendon,  Feb.  17,  1900. 


GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1897. 


Dr. 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  18,  1899. 
Interest  received . 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer . . 

Amount  uncollected  Feb.  17,  1900. 


$648  75 
2  7  06 

-  $675  81 


$5*7  24 
158  57 


$675  81 


Mendon,  Feb.  17,  1900. 


GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1898. 


Dr. 

To  taxes  committed  for  assessment .  $7’°97  55 

Extra  assessment .  3  00 

Interest  received . . .  29  17 

- $7,129  72 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $6,454  01 

Amount  uncollected  Feb.  1 7,  1900 .  675  7 1 

- $7,! 29  72 


GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1899. 


Mendon,  Feb.  17,  1900. 


REPORT  OF  THE  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  5,  1900. 

John  W.  Barr}",  Dennis  Holland,  Edna  Allen,  Edna  French, 
Sarah  Best,  Annie  J.  Bates,  Sarah  Gabry,  Horace  H.  Park- 
hurst,  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  D.  Chipman,  and  Wash¬ 
ington  Coleman  (having  a  settlement  in  Mendon,)  Samuel  E. 
Everton  and  family  (belonging  to  Uxbridge,)  Lewis  D.  Chip- 
man  (a  state  pauper,)  Timothy  Casey  family  (having  a  settle¬ 
ment  in  Northbridge,)  George  W.  Scisco,  Jr.,  (belonging  to 
Milford,)  have  been  wholly  or  partially  supported. 

The  Overseers  charge  themselves  with  the  receipt  of  the 
following  named  funds  belonging  to  the  town  : 


Balance  on  hand .  $7  18 

Thirteen  town  orders . „ .  I37°  00 

Town  of  Northbridge . . .  5  50 

Chipman  furniture  sold  (net) .  32  91 

Town  of  Milford .  5  00 

Town  of  Uxbridge . . .  20  62 


$1441  21 

The  Overseers  credit  themselves  with  paying  the  following 
amounts : 


For  support  of : 

JohnW.  Barry . $118  38 

Dennis  Holland .  169  46 

Edna  Allen .  135  00 

Edna  French .  5  50 

Sarah  Best . : _  15  00 

Annie  J.  Bates . _ .  7  32 

Sarah  Gabry .  85  00 

Horace  H.  Parkhurst .  70  00 

Children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  D.  Chipman .  59  55 

Washington  Coleman . . .  484  50 

Samuel  E.  Everton  and  family .  20  62 

Lewis  D.  Chipman .  97  46 

Timothy  Casey  family .  5  50 

George  W.  Scisco,  Jr . 5  00 


H 


Gilbert  Gaskill,  care  of  tramps  to  April  i,  1899 
Erwin  A.  Snow,  care  of  tramps  to  Dec.  1,  1899 

Geo.  P.  Walcott,  blankets  for  tramp  house . 

Geo.  R.  Ford,  services . 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  services . . 

Liberty  Freeman,  services . 

Cash  on  hand  to  balance . 


$  44 

21 

3 

6 

6 


40 

41 


63 

45 

75 

00 

00 

00 

°9 


$L44*  21 

From  the  whole  amount  paid  for  the  support  of  the 


poor .  $1,400  12 

Deduct  what  was  due  for  the  support  of 

the  poor  to  March  6,  1899 . .  119  18 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  S.  E.  Everton 

family .  20  62 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  Lewis  D. 

Chipman .  97  46 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  Timothy 

Casey  family . 5  50 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  George  W. 

Scisco,  Tr .  c  00 

-  $247  76 


$1,152  36 

i\dd  what  will  be  due  for  support  of  poor  to  March 

5,  1900 .  156  80 

Cost  of  supporting  the  poor  for  the  year  ending 

March  5,  1900 .  $1,309  16 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

GILBERT  GASKILL, 

GEORGE  R.  FORD, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


Mendon,  Feb.  10,  1900. 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK 


DOGS  REGISTERED  IN  1899. 

78  male  dogs .  $156  00 

8  female  dogs  40  00 

-  $196  00 

Registration  fees . $17  20 

Paid  County  Treasurer .  178  80 

-  $196  00 


DATE  OF 
BIRTH, 

1899. 
Mar.  12, 
Apr.  22. 
May  19. 
May  25. 
July  22. 
Sept.  6. 
Sept.  11. 
Oct.  14. 
Oct.  14. 
Dec.  9. 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1899. 


NAME  OF  CHILD. 

Holland  Orville  McVeity, 
Female. 

John  Wheelock  Towne, 
Roy  George  Scriven, 
Charles  Henry  Holbrook, 
Huldah  Margaret  Thayer, 
Florence  Harrington, 
Edith  Louise  Barrows, 
Lewis  James  Warner, 
George  Kenneth  Taft, 


PARENTS. 

William  and  Annie  S.  McVeity. 

John  M.  and  Kate  M.  Towne. 
George  and  Margaret  A.  Scriven. 
Morton  A.  and  Cora  B.  Holbrook. 
George  E.  and  Minnie  F.  Thayer. 
Michael  T.  and  Mary  J.  Harrington. 
Frank  E.  and  Ellen  E.  Barrows. 
Nelson  D.  and  Bertha  L.  Warner. 
Geo.  M.  and  Emma  A.  Taft. 


MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1899. 

DATE  OF  MARRIAGE.  NAMES  OF  GROOM  AND  BRIDE.  RESIDENCE. 


1899. 

Jan.  18, 

Nelson  Dwight  Warner, 

Mendon. 

Bertha  Louise  Whipple, 

Woonsocket,  R.  I. 

Mar.  26, 

Stephen  Elmer  Alger, 

Mendon. 

Mary  Johnson, 

Mendon. 

April  12, 

Joseph  Henry  Dudley, 

Mendon. 

Eva  May  Taylor, 

Uxbridge. 

June  28, 

Moses  Uri  Gaskill, 

Mendon. 

Sarah  Elizabeth  Billings, 

Bellingham. 

July  18, 

Thomas  Francis  Lee, 

Woonsocket,  R.  L 

Annie  Tucker, 

Smithfield,  R  .  I. 

Oct.  15, 

Carl  Rudolph  Olson, 

Mendon. 

Elsie  Christine  Gruben. 

Mendon. 

Oct.  25, 

Norman  Ernest  Wheeler, 

Mendon. 

Ruth  Helena  Goldthwaite, 

Uxbridge. 

Nov.  80, 

Fred  Walter  Thomas, 

Mendon. 

Lilly  Boon  Wheeler, 

Mendon. 

Dec.  25. 

Alfred  James  Griffin, 

Windsor,  Me. 

Myra  Eldora  Barrows, 

Mendon. 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1899. 


DATE  OF  DEATH,  NAME. 

AGE 

RESIDENCE. 

1899. 

Y. 

M. 

D. 

Jan.  13. 

Willis  Southwick, 

78 

6 

12 

Mendon. 

Feb.  12. 

Leon  Joseph  Scriven, 

1 

— 

8 

Mendon. 

Feb.  13. 

Maud  Elsie  Vose, 

1 

1 

23 

Cumberland,  R.  I. 

Feb.  14. 

Roy  L.  Newman, 

2 

6 

25 

Mendon. 

Feb.  18. 

Mary  Jane  Scisco, 

61 

1 

24 

Mendon. 

Mar.  2. 

William  Arthur  Brown, 

2 

9 

— 

Mendon. 

Apr.  2. 

Louisa  Wilbur, 

76 

4 

4 

Mendon. 

Apr.  2. 

Lilia  E.  Little, 

43 

6 

13 

Mendon. 

Apr.  8. 

Caleb  V.  A.  Smith, 

62 

— 

26 

Mendon. 

May  8. 

John  Milton  Fowler, 

84 

4 

24 

Mendon. 

May  21. 

Lewis  D.  Chipman, 

34 

11 

19 

Mendon. 

June  3. 

Alson  S.  Little, 

54 

1 

27 

Mendon. 

June  16. 

Minnie  Dianna  Gaskill, 

26 

6 

13 

Mendon. 

Aug.  4. 

Mary  J.  Kelly, 

20 

10 

0 

Mendon. 

Sept.  18. 

Silas  Dudley, 

66 

8 

28 

Mendon. 

Nov.  9. 

Florence  Harrington, 

1 

28 

Mendon. 

Nov.  18. 

Jemima  D.  Hicks. 

83 

7 

22 

Mendon. 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

Town  Clerk. 


Mendon,  Feb.  16,  1900. 


NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


TRUSTEES  OF  TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


The  Trustees  submit  the  following  report :  The  board  reorganized 
April  15,  1899.  They  have  to  report  that  the  library,  under  the  charge 
of  its  efficient  librarian,  has  been  a  source  of  usefulness  and  pleasure  to 
its  patrons  the  past  year,  an  institution  honorable  to  the  town  and  to  its 
generous  donor. 

The  present  librarian  has  been  engaged  for  another  year.  The 
books  were  examined  February  6,  current,  and  found  accounted  for 
and  in  satisfactory  condition.  Two  books  that  had  been  exposed  to 
scarlet  fever  infection,  have  been  burned.  The  library  was  reopened 
February  10,  1900. 

One  copy  of  the  Annals  of  Mendon  has  been  sold  during  the  past 
year  and  one  copy  exchanged  for  a  history  of  the  town  of  Dudley, 
Mass. 

The  thanks  of  our  citizens  are  tendered  to  all  who  have  contributed 
books,  magazines  or  literature  of  any  kind  to  the  library  during  the  past 
year. 

The  trustees  recommend  the  appropriation  of  one  hundred  and  sev¬ 
enty-five  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  library  the  ensuing  year. 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

ELMER  E.  SHERMAN, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

Trustees  of  Taft  Public  Library. 

Mendon,  Feb.  17,  1900. 


LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  : 

The  Library  was  reopened  Feb.  11,  1899. 

The  whole  number  of  books  given  out  during  the  year,  was  3496 ;  the 
largest  number  delivered  any  Saturday,  was  104 ;  the  smallest  number, 
46 ;  the  average,  69. 

The  delivery  by  divisions  was  as  follows  :  Agriculture,  7 ;  Biogra¬ 
phy,  32 ;  Fiction,  2651 ;  History,  84 ;  Poetry,  38 ;  Miscellaneous,  44 ; 
Periodicals,  499;  Religion,  13 ;  Science,  37 ;  Travel,  71. 

The  town  has  purchased  79  volumes ;  12  volumes  have  been  given  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth;  7  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  ; 
5  by  the  Rev.  C.  A.  Staples;  4  by  the  Smithsonian  Institute;  2  by  Win. 
S.  and  Abbie  B.  Hayward;  1  by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission; 
2  by  the  Bureau  of  Education ;  1  by  the  State  Library ;  1  by  the  Civil 
Service  Commission ;  1  by  Hon.  J.  II.  Walker ;  1  by  the  Unitarian  Asso¬ 
ciation. 

The  following  unbound  magazines  have  been  given  :  2  volumes  of 


i8 


The  Outlook,  by  P.  W.  Taft;  2  volumes  of  Century,  by  N.  R.  George;  2 
volumes  of  New  England,  by  H.  C.  Adams ;  2  volumes  each  of  Harper’s 
and  Outing,  by  J.  A.  George,  All  have  since  been  bound. 

A  number  of  pamphlets  have  also  been  given.  Whole  number  of 
books,  4016. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SARA  F.  TOWNE, 
Librarian . 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 

Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library 
for  the  year  ending  Feb.  8,  1900, 


Dr. 


Balance  from  1899  . $5  32 

Cash  received  on  two  town  orders .  145  00 

Cash  received  for  cards,  fines,  etc .  7  00 

•$157  32 
Cr. 


Cash  paid  G.  M.  Billings,  for  labels . $2  25 

“  u  D.  L.  Brownell,  for  book .  2  50 

“  “  A.  H.  H.  Warren  &  Co.,  for  binding  ...  5  00 

“  “  C.  A.  Fletcher,  for  wood  .  .  .  .  4  00 

u  “  W.  B.  Clark  &  Co.,  for  books .  80  53 

“  “  Julius  A.  George,  for  labor  on  wood  ...  1  50 

u  u  Sara  F.  Towne,  salary .  50  00 

(  'ash  on  hand .  11  57 


$157  32 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

Treasurer. 


Mendon,  Feb.  17,  1900. 


AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I  have  this  day  examined  the  accounts  of  all  the  Town  Officers  who 
have  received  or  disbursed  funds  belonging  to  the  Town  for  the  Muni¬ 
cipal  year  ending  March  5,  1900,  and  find  them  correctly  kept  and  prop¬ 
erly  vouched. 

CHARLES  H.  ALLEN, 

Auditor . 


Mendon.  February  19,  1900. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  MENDON, 


FOR  THE 


SCHOOL  YEAR  1899=*00. 


MILFORD,  MASS.: 

Cook  &  Sons,  Printers,  Journal  Office. 
1900. 


ORGANIZATION  OF 


3GH00L  COMMITTEE,  1899-1900. 


HENRY  W.  GASKILL,  Chairman, 
ERWIN  A.  SNOW,  Secretary, 
LEONARD  E.  TAFT, 


Term  expires  1900 


1901 

1902 


Superintendent, 
ELMER  E.  SHERMAN. 


School  Book  Agent, 
ERWIN  A.  SNOW. 


Truant  Officers, 

EDWARD  C.  KINSLEY,  LYMAN  COOK, 

ELMER  E.  SHERMAN. 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  REPORT. 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  : 

The  following  report  of  the  School  Committee  is  respect¬ 
fully  submitted. 

The  care  of  school  property  was  assigned  as  follows : 
North,  Leonard  E.  Taft;  Albeeville  and  West,  Henry  W. 
Gaskill ;  South,  East  and  Center,  Erwin  A.  Snow. 

This  year,  as  in  former  years,  this  report  is  made  out  two 
weeks  before  the  close  of  the  year ;  the  pay  of  teachers,  janitors 
and  for  transportation  of  scholars  for  these  two  weeks  we  have 
not  given  in  detail,  but  have  included  the  amount  we  have  reason 
to  expect  it  will  be,  in  this  report,  thus  giving  the  cost  of  the 
schools  for  a  full  year. 

The  outbuildings  attached  to  the  schoolhouse  at  the  North 
have  been  removed,  and  as  the  ones  at  the  South  were  good 
buildings  and  nearly  new,  and  as  we  have  no  use  for  them 
there,  they  were  moved  to  the  North.  This  is  an  improvement 
that  was  much  needed  there. 

The  school  buildings  with  the  exception  of  the  one  in  the 
East  district,  so-called,  are  in  very  good  condition,  with  the 
exception  of  the  floors ;  in  the  Center  and  Albeeville  rooms  the 
floors  are  worn  out  and  should  be  replaced  with  new  ones. 
It  has  been  the  policy  of  your  Committee  for  several  years  to 
devote  a  certain  amount  each  year  to  the  improvement  of  some 
schoolroom  or  rooms.  This  year  we  have  bought  new  single 
desks  and  chairs  for  the  Primary  room,  and  it  is  the  intention  to 
take  enough  from  next  year’s  appropriation  to  buy  the  same  for 
the  Grammar  room,  and  unless  some  immediate  action  toward  a 
new  building  is  made,  we  shall  ask  the  town  for  a  special  appro¬ 
priation  to  put  in  new  floors  at  the  same  time ;  also  to  change 
the  doors  of  the  schoolhouses  to  swing  out  instead  of  in,  as  they 
now  do,  in  order  to  comply  with  the  law.  Should  the  town  see 
fit  to  build  a  new  school  building  at  any  time,  these  seats  will  be 
all  right  for  that  and  the  floors  will  be  needed  whether  the 
rooms  are  used  for  schoolrooms  or  something  else. 

January  sixteenth  Joseph  A.  Morse,  State  Inspector  of 
Public  Buildings,  inspected  the  Center  and  East  buildings ;  the 
other  buildings  he  did  not  visit,  as  it  was  understood  that  if  a 
new  building  was  built  the  children  from  these  schools  would  in 
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all  probability  be  brought  to  the  Center.  His  letter  to  the  chair¬ 
man  of  the  School  Committee  will  be  found  in  this  report. 

We  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  annexed  report  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  which  the  Committee  at  its  last 
meeting  voted  to  accept,  and  have  printed. 

We  would  recommend  an  appropriation  of  twenty-eight 
hundred  dollars  for  schools  for  the  ensuing  year. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

Receipts. 

Appropriation . . . $2800  00 

Balance  on  hand,  March  1,  1899 .  49  82 

Income  from  state  school  fund .  394  38 

44  44  dog  tax .  160  74 

Received  from  the  State  on  account  of 

Superintendent .  416  67 

Received  for  Tuition  ..  . .  35  00 

44  from  janitor  of  Town  Hall  for 

rug .  1  20 

Received  from  W.  W.  Nelson,  for  old 

lumber .  3  00 

-  $3,860  81 

Expenditures. 

Teachers’  wages: — 

Newton  D.  Clark,  High .  $525  53 

Vina  A.  Dole,  Grammar .  300  00 

Mrs.  H.  J.  Flagg,  Grammar . .  95  00 

Mary  E.  Dudley,  Primary .  340  00 

Florence  E.  Snow,  North .  306  00 

Ruth  B.  Cornwell,  Albeeville .  180  00 

Bessie  Kelley,  Albeeville .  1 1 7  00 

Margaret  Thompson,  East . ; .  8  00 

Cora  L.  Edmands,  East .  96  00 

Annie  B.  Richardson,  East .  155  50 

- $2, 1 23  03 

Fuel : — 

Williams  Bros.,  coal .  $51  00 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  wood  and  fitting . 

the  same,  Albeeville .  22  75 

E.  A.  Snow,  wood  and  fitting  the  same 

Center  and.  East .  20  50 

L.  E.  Taft,  wood  and  fitting  the  same, 

North  .  8  75 


$103  20 
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Care  of  rooms  : — 

Florence  E.  Snow,  North .  $17  00 

Ruth  B.  Cornwell,  Albeeville .  8  40 

Bessie  Kelley,  Albeeville .  1  20 

Walter  Coffin,  Albeeville .  3  00 

Cora  L.  Edmands,  East, .  3  60 

Annie  B.  Richardson,  East .  8  90 

Margaret  Thompson,  East . . .  30 

Fred  A.  Snow,  Center .  34  00 

Mrs.  Alger,  cleaning  Center .  6  00 

Mrs.  Alger,  cleaning  Albeeville .  4  50 

Mrs.  Head,  cleaning  North .  5  00 

Mrs.  Cook,  cleaning  East .  1  00 


Transportation : — 

George  M.  Taft . . .  $170  00 

Alfred  I.  Barrows .  169  00 


Text  books  and  supplies  : — 

Amount  purchased  as  per  report  of 


school  book  agent . 

Apparatus : — 

American  Book  Co .  $7  39 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co .  1  59 

Ginn  &  Co .  8  79 

Edward  E.  Bath  &  Co .  4  20 

Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co .  1  05 

E.  E.  Sherman .  32 


Superintendent :  — 

Elmer  E.  Sherman . 

Incidentals :  — 

C.  J.  Bailey  &  Co.,  Rubber  tips  for 


chairs  .  $3  00 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  school  room  sup¬ 
plies  used  in  making  repairs .  14  50 

Geo.  S.  Perry  &  Co.,  Dusters,  Ther¬ 
mometers  and  rug .  6  78 

Geo.  S.  Perry  &  Co.,  desks  and  chairs 

for  Primary  room .  102  80 

C.  B.  Williams,  Carting  and  Freight 

paid  on  desks  and  chairs . .  3  10 

C.  H.  Allen,  labor .  1  00 

H.  W.  Brown,  repairing  clocks .  1  00 

Thomas  Groom  &  Co.,  order  book .  14  00 

Albert  Albee,  labor  and  material  fur¬ 
nished  .  4  00 


$92  90 


$339  00 

$164  99 


$23  34 
$55°  00 
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Masten  &  Wells,  flags . 

Otis  Whitney  &  Son,  labor  and  mate¬ 
rial  furnished . 

Z.  C.  Field,  lumber . 

Lewis  Bates,  labor  on  school  yard, 

East . 

Mr.  Whitney,  repairing  clock . 

Mrs.  Cook,  sundries . 

Austin  Fletcher,  freight  paid  and  cart¬ 
ing  supplies . . . 

Mendon  Grange,  use  of  piano  on  Me¬ 
morial  Day . 

W.  W.  Nelson,  labor . 

E.  L.  Smith,  use  of  well . 

J.  W.  Estey,  44  44  44  . 

Miss  Bicknell,  44  44  44  . 

E.  E.  Sherman  cash  paid  stationery . 

4  4  4  4  4  4  4  ‘  traveling  ex¬ 
penses . 

E.  E.  Sherman,  express . 

4  4  4  4  printing . 

4  4  4  4  repairing  clock . 

H.  W.  Gaskill,  locks  and  keys . 

4  4  4  4  services  as  school  com¬ 
mittee  . . . 

H.  W.  Gaskill,  glass  and  setting . 

4  4  4  4  labor . . . 

4  4  4  4  taking  school  census . 

L.  E.  Taft,  labor,  material  and  cash 

paid . 

L.  E.  Taft,  taking  school  census . 

4  4  4  4  Sundries . 

E.  A.  Snow,  cash  paid,  traveling  ex¬ 
penses . 

E.  A.  Snow,  cash  paid,  postage . 

4  4  44  cash  paid,  express . 

4  4  4  4  cleaning  up  yard  and  other 

labor . 

E.  A.  Snow,  services  as  School  Com¬ 
mittee  . . . 

E.  A.  Snow,  repairing  flag . 

4  4  4  4  labor . 

4  4  4  4  taking  school  census . 

4  4  4  4  mowing  school  yard . 

4  4  4  4  sundries . 

4  4  4  4  services  as  secretary  of 

School  Committee . 


$  12  57 


24 

3 


37 

66 


10 


1 
3 
7 
3 

2 

3 
2 


2 

1 

2 

24 
1 

1 

5 

3 

2 

1 
8 

2 

4 

3  00 
32 

10  00 


0000  to  O  O  O  O  O  to  OOOOO  to  OOO  10000  NOO  O  VO  10  to  o 

O  to  to  on  OtoOOOto  to  x^oo  to  ON  NtoOO  N  O  O  'Tj-vO  00  ^  NN  N  o 
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E.  A.  Snow,  services  as  school  book 

agent .  $  8  oo 

-  $312  71 


$3,708  97 

Cash  on  hand  to  pay  what  will  be  due 
teachers,  janitors  and  for  transporta¬ 
tion  of  scholars  at  the  end  of  the 

year,  March  3,  1900 .  149  00 


Cost  of  schools  for  the  year .  $3^57  97 

Cash  on  hand  unexpended .  2  84 


$3,860  81 

From  the  cost  of  schools  for  the  year .  $3,857  97 

Take  the  amount  of  text  books  and  sup¬ 
plies  on  hand  more  than  they  were 

last  year .  17  87 

Amount  received  for  old  lumber  and  rug  4  20  22  07 


Net  cost  of  schools  for  the  year  $3^35  9° 


RECAPITULATION . 


Resources . . .  $3,860  81 

Expenditures : — 

Teachers’  wages,  including  amount  un¬ 
paid .  $2,247  °3 

Fuel .  103  00 

Care  of  rooms,  including  amount  un¬ 
paid  .  97  90 

Text  books  and  supplies .  164  99 

Apparatus .  23  34 

Superintendent .  550  00 

Transportation  of  scholars,  including 

amount  unpaid . . . 359  00 

Incidentals .  312  71 

Cash  on  hand .  2  84 

- $3 >860  81 
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SUPPRESSION  OF  TRUANCY. 


Appropriation .  $52  00 

Paid  Worcester  County  Truant  School 

for  confinement  of  Herbert  Alger .  36  12 

Balance  on  hand .  $15  88 


HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 
ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 
LEONARD  E.  TAFT, 

Mendon,  Feb.  17,  1900.  School  Committee. 


SCHOOL  BOOK  AGENT’S  REPORT. 


Dr. 


To  books  and  supplies  purchased: — 

Ginn  &  Co . 

Adams,  Cushing  &  Foster . 

J.  L.  Hammett  Co . 

Geo.  F.  King  &  Co . 

Geo.  S.  Perry  &  Co . 

Silver,  Burdette  &  Co . 

Morse  &  Co . 

G.  M.  Billings . 


Books  and  supplies  on  hand,  Mar.  1, 

i899 . 


$12  OI 

6  55 

9  88 
26  08 
40  1 7 
29  40 
5  25 

7  75 

$164  99 


79  24 


$244  23 


Cr. 


By  books  and  supplies  furnished  schools 
“  “  “  “  on  hand  March  1, 

1900 . 


$147  12 

97 11 


$244  23 


Mendon,  Feb.  11,  1900. 


ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

School  Book  Agent. 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


Office  of  the  Chief  of  the  District  Police, 

State  House,  Boston,  Mass.,  January  19,  1900. 

Mr.  Henry  W.  Gaskill, 

Chairman  of  School  Committee,  Mendon,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir : 

I  have  made  an  inspection  of  the  East  school  building  and 
the  Town  Hall  school  building  in  the  town  of  Mendon.  The 
first  is  a  one-story,  one-room  building  without  any  suitable 
means  of  ventilation,  and  in  its  present  condition  not  suitable  for 
school  purposes.  The  Town  Hall  school  building  contains 
three  school  rooms,  in  two  of  which  no  means  of  ventilation 
worth  considering  are  provided.  In  the  upper  room,  which  is 
also  used  for  a  Town  Hall,  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  ven¬ 
tilate  by  means  of  small  ventilators  in  the  ceiling  which  are  not 
suitable  to  meet  the  requirements  of  good  ventilation.  The  air 
in  the  two  lower  rooms  was  found  to  be  foul  and  not  fit  for  the 
scholars  to  breathe. 

Suitable  means  of  ventilation  should  be  provided  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  state  law. 

As  the  matter  of  a  new  school  building  is  under  considera¬ 
tion  by  your  town,  I  shall  delay  issuing  an  order  relating  to  these 
buildings  until  a  reasonable  opportunity  is  afforded  the  town  to 
take  action  in  relation  to  a  new  building. 

The  means  of  exit  from  the  Town  Hall  building  are  not 
what  they  should  be. 

In  case  it  becomes  necessary  to  issue  orders  on  these  build¬ 
ings  it  will  be  required  that  the  order  be  fully  complied  with  and 
the  case  will  not  be  allowed  to  rest  with  a  partial  compliance, 
as  was  done  in  a  former  order. 

Very  Respectfully  Yours, 

JOSEPH  A.  MOORE, 

State  Inspector  of  Public  Buildings. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Mendon, 

Gentlemen : — The  sixth  annual  report  of  the  present  Super¬ 
intendent  of  schools  is  hereby  presented. 

STATISTICS  1898-99. 

The  statistics  cover  the  period  from  September  1898  to 
June  1899.  Formerly  they  have  been  reckoned  from  January 
to  January,  but  the  State  Board  of  Education  has  changed  the 
plan  and  it  is  now  required  that  the  statistics  of  attendance,  etc., 
shall  include  the  natural  school  year,  beginning  with  the  fall 
term  and  ending  with  the  spring  term.  The  statistics  furnished 
in  this  report  include  those  of  the  fall  term  of  1898  which  were 
also  included  in  the  preceding  report.  In  round  numbers  the 


figures  for  i898-’99  are  : 

Total  enrollment .  168 

Average  membership .  141 

Average  attendance .  13 1 

Per  cent,  of  attendance .  93 


The  severe  winter  and  the  prevalence  of  measles  and  other 
children’s  diseases  reduced  the  per  cent,  of  attendance  from  that 
of  the  preceding  year.  The  per  cent,  for  Massachusetts  was  92. 
Mendon  schools  were,  therefore,  one  per  cent,  above  the  state 
average.  The  number  of  tardy  marks  is  116  less  than  that  of 
last  year,  while  the  number  of  dismissals,  excuses  from  some 
portion  of  the  day,  is  greatly  reduced.  All  this  is  very  encour¬ 
aging,  indicating  more  interest  on  the  part  of  children  and 
parents.  A  continuance  of  this  record  will  lead  to  the  formation 
of  punctual  and  regular  habits  by  the  pupils  and  will  increase 
the  efficiency  of  the  schools. 

A  YEAR  OF  WORK. 

There  have  been  no  changes  of  teachers  during  the  year. 
Substitutes  were  placed  for  a  time  in  the  Albeeville  and  East 
Schools  during  the  illness  of  teachers.  We  were  fortunate  in  re¬ 
taining  the  services  of  Mr.  N.  D.  Clark  in  the  High  School.  The 
success  or  failure  of  school  work  depends  in  large  measure  upon 
the  teacher,  and  a  change  even  of  one  good  teacher  for  an- 


other  equally  efficient  retards  the  progress  of  the  pupils.  Those 
schools  which  have  enjoyed  the  uninterrupted  services  of  good 
teachers  during  the  past  year  are  to  be  congratulated. 

The  High  School  will  have  for  the  year  1899-1900  forty 
weeks  of  school.  This  is  the  statute  year  required  for  a  standard 
high  school  in  Massachusetts.  By  engaging  the  services  of  a 
competent  teacher  standard  work  can  be  done  in  our  high  school 
in  English,  Latin,  and  Mathematics.  In  the  natural  sciences  we 
can  do  very  little.  Chemistry  and  physics  require  a  room  fitted 
with  apparatus  which  can  remain  permanently  in  place.  This  is 
impossible  in  the  Town  Hall.  Again  one  teacher  cannot  teach 
all  subjects  equally  well,  and  specialists  are  now  employed  in 
high  schools  to  teach  their  particular  subjects.  This  is  espe¬ 
cially  true  of  the  sciences.  The  requirements  for  admission  to 
colleges,  normal  and  technical  schools  have  been  advanced 
greatly  within  the  last  ten  years.  With  our  present  equipment 
it  is  impossible  to  fully  prepare  students  for  these  institutions.  I 
would  suggest  that  those  of  our  graduates  who  desire  to  prepare 
for  higher  work  take  an  additional  year  in  the  Hopedale  or 
Milford  High  school,  and  that  the  town  be  requested  to  pay  the 
tuition. 

A  syllabus  in  “Elementary  English”  including  reading, 
spelling,  composition  and  grammar  has  been  prepared  by  the 
superintendent. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  pupil  who  completes  the  grammar 
school  will  know  how  to  read  to  himself  quickly  and  to  others 
distinctly  and  intelligently ;  will  be  able  to  compose  a  friendly  or 
business  letter  with  well  arranged  and  clearly  expressed  thought, 
legible  in  penmanship  and  correct  in  grammar  and  spelling ;  will 
know  the  ordinary  business  forms ;  and  will  have  the  ability  and 
desire  to  use  correct  English  in  his  conversation.  This  last  is 
especially  difficult  because  of  the  habit  of  using  poor  English 
formed  before  the  child  reaches  school  age,  from  the  street  and 
often  from  the  home.  If  parents  realized  the  trouble  they  would 
save  their  children  by  using  careful  English  in  the  home  they 
would  more  often  make  the  effort  to  speak  correctly  in  the 
presence  of  the  little  ones.  The  “Mother  English”  clings 
through  life. 

In  addition  to  these  forms  which  we  would  make  mechan¬ 
ical,  the  effort  is  made  to  form  a  taste  for  good  literature,  that 
the  pupil  will  enjoy  and  seek  for  good  reading.  To  further  this 
undertaking  a  school  library  of  some  one  hundred  volumes  suit¬ 
able  for  young  people  has  been  provided  for  the  use  of  the  school 
children.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  how  thoroughly  this  has  been 
appreciated  by  the  children  as  evinced  by  the  amount  and  enthu¬ 
siasm  of  their  patronage. 
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EDUCATIONAL  IDEALS. 

Everyone  has  ideals.  One’s  ideals  in  any  given  line  is 
more  or  less  clear  as  he  has  devoted  thought  and  investigation  to 
the  subject.  It  is  true  that  his  ideal  will  change,  rising  as  his 
comprehension  of  the  subject  extends.  Similar  ideals  held  by  a 
number  of  individuals  constitute  a  public  opinion.  Upon  the 
intelligence  of  the  leaders  depends  the  character  of  the  opinion, 
whether  it  be  enlightened  and  progressive,  or  otherwise. 

The  public  hold  ideals  in  the  education  of  children.  Some 
express  the  attitude  of  a  former  generation ;  others  heeding  the 
signs  of  the  times  in  the  progress  of  the  world,  seek  to  realize 
in  education  that  which  looks  toward  the  equipment  of  the  child 
for  the  life  in  the  twentieth  century. 

Two  things  this  latter  class  maintain  our  educational  system 
should  seek  to  aid  in  accomplishing — First :  The  development 
of  power  in  the  individual, — power  to  think,  power  to  do.  Each 
child  is  endowed  by  nature  with  a  certain  amount  of  brains. 
Education  should  develop  what  he  has,  and  teach  him  to  use 
them.  One  person  is  a  good  scholar  but  can  make  but  little  use 
of  his  knowlege ;  another,  with  but  little  learning,  can  neverthe¬ 
less  apply  what  he  does  know  to  good  effect.  Neither  is  well 
educated ;  for  to  be  educated  one  must  have  both  knowledge  and 
the  power  to  use  it.  Another  attribute  of  a  good  education  is 
perseverance  in  application,  the  will  and  ability  to  stick  to  a 
thing  until  it  is  mastered. 

All  subjects  pursued  in  school  will,  if  properly  taught  and 
studied,  develop  the  power  of  thought.  Some,  notably  drawing 
and  Sloyd  or  wood-working,  will  give  practice  in  doing.  Indus¬ 
trial  drawing  not  only  requires  thought  on  the  part  of  the  student 
to  master  the  conditions  of  the  given  problem,  but  demands  that 
he  execute  with  his  hand  and  eye  what  he  understands  with  his 
head.  Sloyd,  goes  still  further,  and  obliges  him  to  express  in 
the  solid  wood  by  the  labor  of  his  hands,  the  requirements  of  the 
plan  he  has  previously  drawn.  The  study  of  mathematics  and 
of  the  structure  of  language  strengthens  the  power  of  application 
and  develops  reason.  It  is  not  so  much  the  subject  studied  as 
the  manner  and  habit  of  study  that  develop  the  mind.  The  first 
view  may  be  skillfully  presented  by  the  teacher,  but  the  pupil 
must  work  if  he  would  gain  the  knowledge  and  power.  A  large 
part  of  the  teacher’s  duty  lies  in  inducing  the  pupil  to  put  forth 
his  effort  upon  the  task  before  him. 

Second :  The  culture  of  taste  and  sentiment,  what  is  termed 
the  development  of  the  aesthetic  side  of  the  child’s  nature ;  and  it 
is  in  this  that  the  newer  education  differs  most  sharply  from  the 
older  ideals.  Our  fathers  were  forced  to  devote  their  energies 
to  the  conquering  of  a  new  country.  The  struggle  for  existence 
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took  their  time  and  attention.  This  habit  of  thought  they  left  to 
their  children  and  it  was  continued  long  after  the  sharp  necessity 
that  gave  it  birth  had  passed  away.  The  Centennial  Exposition 
in  Philadelphia  was  an  eye-opener  to  the  Americans.  It  taught 
us  that  the  peoples  across  the  sea  were  far  ahead  of  us  in  all  those 
manufactures  and  arts  whose  products  are  demanded  by  a  culti¬ 
vated  taste.  The  leaders  realized  that  if  we  were  to  compete 
with  the  world  something  must  be  done  to  educate  the  rising 
generation  in  directions  hitherto  largely  neglected.  Massachu¬ 
setts  imported  an  Englishman  to  organize  a  system  for  teaching 
drawing  in  the  public  schools.  Natural  science,  music,  history 
and  literature  began  to  receive  attention,  and  were  rapidly  incor¬ 
porated  into  the  work  of  the  common  schools.  All  this  will 
have  a  direct  commercial  value  to  the  republic  and  it  will  have 
an  ennobling,  elevating  influence  upon  the  life  of  the  people. 

We  would  not  omit  anything  from  the  first  ideal,  the  power 
to  think,  to  do,  to  persevere ;  but  we  must  not  neglect 
the  second,  taste  and  sentiment,  if  we  value  the  life  of  the 
nation,  if  we  would  have  good  citizenship — noble  sentiments 
that  will  desire  beauty  and  righteousness,  and  a  discriminating 
taste  to  aid  in  choosing  the  true  from  the  false. 

THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  OF  TO-DAY. 

Greater  attention  than  ever  before  is  being  given  to  public 
education.  We  hear  criticisms  and  suggestions  from  all  sides. 
The  schools  are  a  frequent  topic  of  discussion  and  furnish  many 
subjects  for  the  lecture  platform,  and  the  newspapers  and  period¬ 
icals  voice  the  popular  interest.  This  is  well.  Great  differences 
of  opinion  are  expressed.  There  are  those  who  think  the 
schools  overwork  the  children  and  who  advocate  shorter 
hours  and  easier  tasks;  others  claim  that  the  pupils  do  not 
work,  that  everything  is  made  too  easy  for  the  child.  Some 
wish  a  less  variety  of  subjects  taught  and  would  restrict  the 
work  to  the  three  R’s  of  the  old-time  school.  On  the 
other  hand  there  is  a  constant  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon 
school  authorities  to  add  more  subjects  to  the  curriculum,  some 
even  seeking  legislative  action  to  enforce  their  claims.  Each  and 
every  critic  of  the  schools  can  find  in  some  place  and  at  some 
time  ground  upon  which  to  base  his  criticism.  In  the  evolution 
of  our  civilization  and  the  attempts  of  public  education  to  adapt 
itself  to  the  changing  conditions,  the  pendulum  of  reform  has 
often  swung  too  far  in  one  direction.  But  the  schools  are  what 
the  public  make  them  and  are  sure  eventually  to  reach  the  happy 
medium  evolved  from  the  common  sense  of  the  majority. 

The  assertion  that  the  old  district  school  fitted  men  for  life 


more  successfully  than  do  the  schools  of  to-day  is  often  heard, 
and  the  names  of  men  who  have  achieved  greatness  with  a  dis¬ 
trict  school  equipment  are  cited  in  support  of  the  truth  of  the  state¬ 
ment.  The  biographies  of  these  men  show  that  they  spent  little  time 
in  school  and  that  the  schools  had  in  consequence  small  influence 
in  shaping  their  careers.  They  were  self-educated.  They  had 
to  compete  with  men  whose  advantages  had  been  no  better. 
To-day  a  man’s  rivals  are  trained  and  educated,  and  whoever 
competes  must  needs  have  a  similar  equipment  if  he  would  be 
successful. 

Many  of  the  duties  which  in  old  times  were  performed  in  the 
home  are  now  thrust  upon  the  schools.  Rven  the  favored  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  well-to-do  formerly  had  her  daily  “stent”  of  labor  to 
perform.  Children  were  taught  at  home  what  perseverance  and 
righteousness  meant.  This  home  training  is  now  too  often 
neglected,  and  the  school  is  expected  to  make  good  the  loss. 

The  pupils  of  ordinary  ability  who  form  the  great  majority 
in  any  school,  received  very  little  from  the  district  school.  To¬ 
day  it  is  the  exception  to  find  in  a  public  school  a  child  of 
ordinary  ability,  twelve  years  of  age,  who  cannot  read  and  write 
intelligently,  and  in  whose  heart  some  seeds  of  good  citizenship 
have  not  lodged. 

The  successful  young  people  in  business,  professional  and 
public  life  to-day  are  almost  without  exception  the  products  of  a 
continuous  training  in  our  modern  public  schools, — schools 
which,  with  all  their  faults,  are  doing  excellent  work,  and  aiding 
more  powerfully  than  any  other  one  force  in  welding  the  varied 
interests  of  this  republic  into  a  great  nation. 

THE  NEEDS  OF  OUR  SCHOOLS. 

The  greatest  need  of  the  Mendon  schools  is  suitable  school 
buildings.  Many  of  the  things  demanded  of  the  schools  by  the 
times  cannot  be  done  in  our  schools  to-day  because  of  the  poor 
accommodations  provided. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  rehearse  the  urgent  reasons  for  a 
new  building  in  the  center  of  the  town,  in  which  nearly  all  of 
the  school  children  of  Mendon  could  be  accommodated.  These 
reasons  already  appeal  to  those  best  able  and  willing  to  under¬ 
stand  and  appreciate  them,  and  would  have  little  weight  with 
those  who  are  opposed  to  a  new  building  because  they  do  not 
wish  the  town  to  spend  money  on  a  schoolhouse.  This  real 
reason  is  sometimes  covered  by  the  argument,  “What  was 
good  enough  for  my  father  and  me  is  good  enough  now.” 
Would  these  people  advance  the  same  argument  against 
electric  cars  and  advocate  the  springless  carts  and  rough  roads  of 
our  fathers?  Would  they  return  to  the  open  fireplace  as  the 


5 


only  means  of  heating,  call  in  the  doctor  to  bleed  them  and 
engage  the  parson  to  regale  them  with  a  two  hours’  sermon  in  a 
cold  iheeting  house  ?  Would  they  be  willing  to  use  only  the 
tools  and  appliances  in  the  shop,  on  the  farm  and  in  the  home 
which  our  fathers  used?  In  a  word  would  they  be  willing  to 
practise  in  the  other  departments  of  life  what  they  preach  for  the 
schools  ?  Our  fathers  did  get  along  without  many  of  the  con¬ 
veniences  and  necessities  of  our  modern  life.  It  wasn't  “good 
enough  for  them”  but  it  was  the  best  they  could  have.  Where 
should  we  be  to-day  if  they  had  not  progressed  and  improved 
upon  what  they  found?  Are  we  living  up  to  their  standards? 

All  that  is  required  in  a  plain,  substantial  building  suitable 
for  school  purposes.  Gentlemen,  let  us  have  it,  and  let  us  have 
it  of  our  own  free  will  without  waiting  for  state  compulsion  in 
the  matter. 

It  gives  your  Superintendent  pleasure  in  closing  to  express 
his  thanks  for  the  very  cordial  spirit  which  has  been  shown  him 
by  the  committee,  the  teachers,  the  pupils  and  the  townspeople 
generally. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  E.  SHERMAN, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 


BRIEF  EXTRACTS  FROM  EDUCATIONAL  LAWS. 

1.  All  children  between  7  and  14,  unless  sick,  feeble-minded,  at  an 
approved  private  school,  or  otherwise  instructed  in  branches  required 
by  law,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  School  Committee,  must  attend  the 
public  school  during  the  entire  time  of  each  school  year.  Penalty  to 
parent  or  guardian  for  failure  in  attendance  for  five  days’  session 
within  any  period  of  six  months,  $20. 

2.  No  child  under  14  can  be  employed  “in  any  factory,  workshop 
or  mercantile  establishment.”  “No  such  child  shall  be  employed  in  any 
work  performed  for  wages  or  other  compensation”  during  the  hours 
when  the  public  school  is  in  session  nor  before  six  o’clock  in  the 
morning  or  after  seven  in  the  evening. 

3.  No  child  under  16  can  be  employed  in  any  factory,  workshop,  or 
mercantile  establishment  without  a  certificate  from  the  Superintendent 
of  Schools.  He  must  present  an  employment  ticket  from  the  person 
who  wishes  to  employ  him,  on  applying  for  a  certificate.  The  father,  if 
living  and  a  resident,  must  sign  the  certificate  of  age;  if  not,  the 
mother;  if  neither,  the  guardian. 

4.  Children  between  14  and  16  must  either  attend  school  or  be 
regularly  employed. 

5.  Children  must  be  vaccinated  before  attending  school,  but  a  cer¬ 
tificate  from  a  regular  physician,  saying  a  child  is  an  unfit  subject  for 
vaccination,  allows  attendance. 

No  child  can  attend  school  from  a  household  in  which  there  is  a  case 
of  small-pox,  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  or  measles,  or  from  a  household 
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exposed  to  contagion  from  a  household  as  aforesaid.  Two  weeks  after 
the  death,  removal  or  recovery  of  the  patient  in  a  case  of  the  first  three 
mentioned,  or  three  days  after  in  a  case  of  measles,  the  child  may 
return  on  presentation  of  a  certificate  from  the  attending  physician  or 
from  the  board  of  health. 

6.  “The  last  regular  session  prior  to  Memorial  Day,  or  a  portion 
thereof,  shall  be  devoted  to  exercises  of  a  patriotic  nature.” 

7.  A  United  States  flag  not  less  than  four  feet  in  length  shall  be 
displayed  on  the  schoolhouse  grounds  or  building  every  school  day, 
when  the  weather  will  permit,  and  on  the  inside  of  the  schoolhouse  on 
other  school  days. 

8.  A  written  excuse  stating  cause  of  absence,  and  signed  by  parent 
or  guardian,  must  be  presented  by  the  pupil  on  his  return  to  school. 


TEACHERS,  SEPTEMBER,  1899. 


SCHOOL. 

TEACHER. 

WHERE  FITTED. 

SALARY. 

High, 

Newton  D.  Clark, 

Dartmouth  College. 

$600  00 

Grammar, 

Vina  A.  Dole, 

N.  H.  Academy. 

432  00 

Primary, 

Mary  E.  Dudley, 

Mendon  High. 

360  00 

North, 

Florence  E.  Snow, 

Mendon  High. 

324  00 

East, 

Annie  B.  Bichar dson, 

Newbury’t  Training. 

288  00 

Albeeville, 

Ruth  B.  Cornwell, 

Friend’s  School. 

r 

324  00 

SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1899-1900. 


FALL 

TERM. 

WINTER  TERM. 

SPRING 

TERM. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

Lower 

Schools,  36 

Sept.  11 

Dec.  22 

Jan.  1, 

Mar.  9, 

Mar.  26, 

June  15 

Weeks, 

1899, 

1900, 

High  School 

Sept.  5, 

Dec.  22 

Jan.  1, 

Mar.  23 

April  2 

June  22 

40  weeks, 

1899, 

1900, 

i7 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1900-1901. 


FALL 

TERM. 

WINTER  TERM. 

SPRING  TERM. 

Lower 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

Schools,  36 
weeks, 

Sept.  10 
1900, 

Dec.  14 

Dec.  31 
1900, 

Mar.  8 
1901, 

Mar.  25 

June  14 

High  School 
40  weeks. 

Sept.  4 
1900. 

Dec.  21 

Dec.  31 

Mar.  15 
1901. 

Mar.  25 

June  21 

HOLIDAYS  DURING  THE  TERMS: 

Labor  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Friday  following,  Wash¬ 
ington’s  Birthday,  Patriots’  Day  and  Memorial  Day. 


STATISTICS— SEPT.  1898  TO  JUNE  1899. 


m  £ 

P*  0) 

,a,a 

o 


■“•S'S 

||1 

>  m  -2 


BJi  . 

p  02 
oP  B 
Q  W 


•H  02 
O  y 

cc  ^ 
02 
02 


02  1 
g  p 

►>  -4J 

^  C3 


0)  ,' 
|P8  . 

^  ft 

®  a2 
5  viz 


t>.  cc  rH  <N  05  CO 
^  CC  ^ 


WO^fflC^lO 

<N  cc  «m  ph  cq  <n 


Oi<OOHO 


OOCIOINH 


©H®(MO^ 
ONNrifflH 
GSJ  CC  <N  <M  cc 


CO  05  CO  ©  <M  GO 
CC  O  h*  C5  »C5  00 


<0 


B  >> 

£  ^ 

^  §  g,fl 

,£3  CJ  p  -u 

3|| g 


<0 

4J  OJ 

CC  ,Q 


3 


1  rp 

xn  02 

00  ^  05  rH  »0  ia 

<N 

•£«  «2 

0.2 

a 

CCN^eCHH 

(M 

(N 

© 

HPhOCmMH 

WCOM-ifMN 

05 

ad 

EH 

O 

C 1 

Total 

enrol¬ 

ment. 

H  CO  CO  CO  H  00 
(NW^HN'M 

Per  Cent, 
of  Attend¬ 
ance. 

COOOCONH 
t-  IL-.  t'-  rH  rH  (N 

CC  CC  ci  ci  O  rH 

05  05  05  05  05  05 

o 


00  CJ^ 
M  cc  ^ 


&  § 


T1  BW—t 

O  ^ 
02  'P 
U  P 
ad  cd 

«  s 

Sh  02 

£  £ 

2  P2 

§3 

rC  © 

B  B 
p  B 
fc  £ 


.  0 
o 

«H 

T3 
•  P 
ad 

P 

02 

P  ^ 

$  5 

±f  P 

£  $ 

s  £ 
>■  02 
o  ,0 

?H  ?H 
02  02 
P5  PS 

a  a 

p  p 
£  £ 


oo  a 

co 


05  05 
05  05 
00  GO 


a  a 

02  Q2 

X  I3Q 

*2  ^ 

i— I  rH 

©  © 
P  P 
ad  o3 

»C  t>* 

P  P 
02  02 
02  02 

£  £ 


P  P 
£  £ 
o  o 

4^>  4-5 

a  a 


School  Census  Statistics : 


COURSE  OF  STUDY  IN  THE  MENDON  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

FIRST  YEAR. 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR. 


The  following  pupils  have  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy  lor 
the  time  specified : — 

NINE  YEARS— TWO  TERMS. 

Frederick  A.  Snow — High. 

FIVE  YEARS— TWO  TERMS. 

Mabel  D.  Snow — Grammar. 

THREE  YEARS— TWO  TERMS. 

Edward  F.  Driscoll — High. 

Rose  E.  Snow,  John  J.  Driscoll — Grammar. 

ONE  YEAR— TWO  TERMS. 

.  Mabel  M.  Taft — Primary. 

ONE  YEAR. 

Charlotte  A.  Snow,  Charles  V.  Driscoll — Primary. 

FALL  TERM. 

Carrie  Beal,  Anna  Pond — High. 

Louise  Curliss — Grammar. 

William  A.  Curliss,  Chester  A.  Wheeler.  Herbert  S. 
Wood,  Albert  I.  Cromb — Primary. 

Florence  I.  Aldrich,  Abbie  M.  Darling — North. 

Ruth  Worthen — East. 
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WINTER  TERM. 

Eliza  Fletcher,  Earle  Lowell,  Oliver  Moores — High. 

Anna  Cook,  Carrie  E.  Wood,  Raymond  Barrows,  George 
W.  Cromb,  Bertie  Moores,  Louisa  J.  Congdon,  Charles  B. 
Congdon —  Grammar. 

Roy  A.  Barrows,  Carl  M.  Taft,  William  A.  Curliss — 
Primary. 

Abbie  M.  Darling,  Homer  C.  Darling — North. 

Chester  Rowe,  Edmund  Rowe — East. 

Arthur  Johnson — Albeeville. 

SPRING  TERM. 

Anna  Pond,  Lillian  Freeman,  William  Driscoll — High. 
Louise  Curliss,  Raymond  Barrows — Grammar . 

Roy  A.  Barrows,  Catherine  A.  Harrington,  Henry  J. 
Wood,  Carl  M.  Taft,  Harold  Barrows — Primary. 

Everett  A.  Eldredge — North. 

Alice  G.  Coffin,  Lizzie  Smith — Albeeville. 


AN  OUTLINE  FOR  THE  STUDY  OF  GEOGRAPHY. 


FIRST  YEAR. 

Oral  language  work.  Teach  out-door  lessons  whenever  practicable. 

I.  Directions:  East,  West,  North,  South.  Teach  horizon:  the 
four  points  on  the  horizon.  The  pupil  may  write  on  the  corresponding 
points  in  a  circumference  the  letters  E,  W,  N,  S. 

II.  Distance:  horizontal,  vertical.  Use  a  foot  rule  as  a  unit  of 
measure.  Have  pupil  measure,  and  estimate  distances. 

III.  Forms  of  water :  cloud,  fog,  mist,  rain,  dew,  frost,  snow, 
ice,  hail.  Talk  of  these  things  when  they  can  be  observed  out-of-doors. 
Review  often. 

IY.  A  general  review  should  be  made  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

SECOND  YEAR. 

I.  Review  the  work  of  the  previous  year,  going  more  carefully 
into  “Forms  of  water.” 
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II.  Directions — semi-cardinal  directions  and  points  of  the  horizon. 
Locate  at  seat,  upon  a  circumference.  Estimate  and  measure  horizontal 
and  vertical  distances. 

III.  Keep  a  simple  daily  weather  record  on  the  board.  Have  each 
pupil  keep  a  copy  on  paper.  [The  geography  should  come  under 
language  and  seat  work.] 

IV.  A  general  review. 


THIRD  YEAR. 

I.  The  Sand-table.  Select  some  local  bit  of  country.  Two  hills 
with  valley  between  drained  by  a  stream  or  pond  would  be  good. 
Invite  the  class  to  visit  the  place  with  you  if  practicable.  Then  have 
the  pupils  mould  a  sand-map  of  the  locality  visited.  Follow  by  maps  of 
the  same  drawn  at  the  seats  upon  paper.  Repeat  the  above  exercises 
with  other  parts  of  local  geography.  Teach  the  idea  of  a  scale  by 
having  pupils  draw  a  yardstick,  then  a  blackboard,  then  a  sand-map  to 
a  scale.  Review  directions  and  apply  to  maps. 

II.  Keep  a  weather  record. 

III.  Geographical  terms.  Illustrated  by  the  sand-table  exercises 
outlined  above,  the  following  terms  may  be  learned  and  intelligently 
used :  hill,  valley,  plain,  slope,  spring,  brook,  river,  lake,  ocean,  cape, 
peninsula,  island,  bay,  strait,  temperature,  weather,  rocks,  stones,  clay, 
sand,  gravel,  loam,  soil.  Do  not  have  definitions  committed.  Illustrate 
also  by  pictures,  and  sketches  by  teacher,  copied  by  pupil.  The  geog¬ 
raphy  may  alternate  with  other  nature  study.  Ho  text-book  used  this 
year. 

IV.  A  review  should  occupy  the  first  four  weeks  of  the  second 
half-year,  and  a  general  review  of  the  year’s  work  be  taken  in  June. 

FOURTH  YEAR. 

I.  Review  with  sand-table  the  geographical  terms  studied  last 
year.  Draw  a  local  map  upon  board  and  paper,  and  have  pupil  mould 
it  upon  the  sand-table.  Review  the  scale  drawing  and  have  the  pupil 
study  the  scales  of  maps  in  the  text-book,  measuring  distances  with  the 
ruler.  Have  the  pupil  mould  a  map  of  Massachusetts.  Learn  additional 
terms,  as  mountain,  parts  of  a  mountain,  mountain  range,  mountain 
system,  plateau,  parts  of  a  river,  tributary,  delta,  river  system,  river 
basin.  Illustrate  with  sand  where  practicable,  with  pictures  with 
sketches  and  maps  drawn  by  the  pupil  and  with  text-book  maps. 

II.  The  earth  as  a  whole.  [Each  pupil  should  have  a  small  globe 
and  the  teacher  a  large  one.  The  pupil  should  record  the  facts  learned 
in  a  note-book.] 

1.  The  form  of  the  earth. 

2.  The  earth  in  space.  Does  it  move  and  how?  Compare  with 
sun  and  moon. 

3.  The  size  of  the  earth,  (a)  compared  with  other  heavenly 
bodies,  (b)  absolutely,  circumference,  radius. 

4.  The  hemispheres,  poles,  equator,  parallels,  tropics,  merid¬ 
ians.  How  numbered? 

5.  Continents  and  oceans.  Named  and  recognized  from  globe 
first,  then  wall-map  of  the  world,  followed  by  quick  drawings  by 

the  pupil  to  fix  general  outline  and  relative  positions  of  land  divisions. 
Proportion  of  land  and  water. 

6.  The  world-ridge.  Rough  diagram  by  pupil. 

7.  The  text-book.  [The  text-book  may  have  been  referred  to 
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for  pictures  and  maps,  but  not  studied  previous  to  this  time.]  The  first 
thirty  pages  of  the  Frye  Primary  should  be  thoroughly  studied,  defini¬ 
tions  committed.  Questions  on  text  written  by  teacher  on  board  and 
written  answers  prepared  by  pupil.  Oral  recitations. 

III.  The  work  should  be  reviewed  during  the  first  four  weeks  of 
second  half-year,  and  a  general  review  of  the  entire  year  should  be 
given  in  June. 


FIFTH  YEAR. 

I.  Review  “The  Earth  as  a  Whole,”  Topic  II,  Fourth  Year. 

II.  Study  temperature,  seasons,  plants  and  animals,  Frye  pp.  75  to 
85. 

III.  The  study  of  South  and  North  America  from  the  Frye  Pri¬ 
mary ,  according  to  the  following  topics  : 

1.  South  America,  (a)  Surface,  pp.  31  and  34.  (b)  Drainage, 

pp.  33  and  34.  (c)  Principal  countries,  p.  106.  (d)  Review  with  map 

studies  pp.  33  and  74.  [Have  the  pupil  answer  the  questions  with  book 
open  at  the  map  at  the  first  recitation,  then  at  the  second  recitation, 
with  book  closed.] 

2.  North  America,  (a)  Surface,  pp.  35,  37,  38,  40.  (b)  Drain- 

age,  pp.  39,  40.  (c)  Principal  countries,  p.  104.  (d)  Study  articles 

90,  91,  pp.  62  to  66.  (e)  Review  with  map  studies,  pp.  37  and  74. 

3.  The  United  States,  pp.  86  to  103.  (a)  Surface,  (b)  Drain- 

age.  (c)  People,  (d)  Productions,  refer  to  Topic  II.  (e)  Routes 
of  trade  and  trade  centres,  pp.  100  to  103.  (f)  New  England,  pp. 

129  to  131.  (g)  Massachusetts,  p.  134.  [The  pupil  should  keep  a 
note  book  in  which  he  writes  the  topics  as  he  studies  them,  and 
under  each  topic  he  records  notes  dictated  by  the  teacher,  draws 
simple  maps,  makes  sketches,  and  pastes  pictures  to  illustrate  the 
work.  Encourage  originality  of  illustration.  The  teacher  should 
make  daily  use  of  globe  and  wall-map.] 

IY.  Review.  (See  Topic  III  under  Fourth  Year.) 


SIXTH  YEAR. 

I.  Review  the  map  studies  of  North  and  South  America  and  the 
United  States  as  indicated  under  Fifth  Year,  or  Frye's  Elements ,  articles 
72,  73,  92,  93,  143  and  p.  116,  or  Frye's  Complete ,  articles  56,  33,  126,  146, 
or  map  questions  in  any  good  text-book  in  the  hands  of  the  pupils, 
covering  South  America,  North  America,  New  England  and  Massachu¬ 
setts.  Read  Fife's  Elements  to  page  53,  reciting  carefully  upon  the  map 
questions,  or  read  Bedway's  Advanced  to  page  43,  reciting  upon  questions 
marked  Tests . 

II.  Asia. 

1.  Surface.  Frye's  Elements ,  articles  98  and  100,  or  Bedway' s 
Advanced ,  pp.  113  and  114. 

2.  Drainage.  F'rye's  Elements ,  articles  101  to  104.  Bedway's 
Advanced ,  pp.  114,  115. 

3.  Countries  and  cities.  Frye's  Elements ,  pp.  155  to  160.  Bed- 
way's  Advanced ,  pp.  135  to  142. 

4.  Map  studies.  [Learn  to  sketch  rapidly  the  outline  of  the 
continent  and  place  and  name  the  important  features  of  the  above 
topics,  also  the  principal  projections  and  indentations.  Use  also 
printed  outlines  and  fill  in  facts  learned  as  studied,  also  test  by 
requiring  printed  outlines  to  be  filled  from  memory.  Use  globe  and 


24 


wall-map.  See  note  regarding  pupil’s  note  book,  under  Fifth 
Year.] 

In  Review.  [See  Topic  III  under  Fourth  Year.] 

SEVENTH  YEAR. 

I.  Review  Asia  by  drilling  pupils  upon  the  filling  in  of  outline 
map  from  memory. 

II.  (a)  Study  of  Latitude  and  Longitude.  ( b )  Government. 

III.  Europe. 

Outline  X. 

1.  Review,  (a)  Position — in  hemispheres,  bounding  waters, 
latitude  and  longitude,  relative  position  to  other  continents. 
(&)  Part  of  the  world-ridge  in  the  continent,  (c)  River  systems. 
(d)  Climate,  winds,  ocean  currents,  rainfall,  (e)  Distribution  of 
minerals,  plants  and  animals. 

2.  Natural  sections,  (a)  Slopes,  highlands,  plains,  basins. 
[Lead  the  pupil  to  see  how  the  climate,  soil  and  other  geographical 
features  influence  the  life  of  the  people.]  (&)  Continental  islands. 

3.  The  people  of  the  continent.  ( a )  The  distribution  of  races. 
(6)  States  of  society  as  savage,  civilized,  etc.  (c)  Productive  areas, 
manufacturing  sections,  trade  routes  and  centers.  ( d )  Political 
divisions;  name  in  order,  government,  capital  cities,  readings  as 
time  will  permit. 

4.  Special  study  of  the  British  Isles,  Russia,  Germany,  France, 
Austria,  Italy  and  Spain. 


Outline  Y. 

1.  Position  in  the  continent,  area,  extent,  boundaries,  compare 
with  other  nations  of  the  continent  and  with  the  United  States  in 
area,  population  and  political  and  commercial  importance. 

2.  The  people,  race,  government,  education,  religion,  occupa¬ 
tions,  industries,  habits  and  customs,  peculiar  characteristics,  civili¬ 
zation,  geographical  and  historical  readings  as  time  will  permit. 

IV.  Review.  (See  Topic  III  under  Fourth  Year.) 

EIGHTH  YEAR. 

I.  A  review  of  Europe.  Outline  X. 

II.  Africa  and  Australia.  Outline  X. 

III.  Oceanica. 

IV.  A  review  of  latitude  and  longitude,  the  movements  of  the  earth 
and  their  effects. 

V.  A  review  of  North  America,  Outline  X,  and  of  the  United 
States,  Outline  Y. 

VI.  If  time  admits,  a  review  of  South  America,  Outline  X,  with 
Brazil,  Outline  Y,  and  of  Asia,  Outline  X,  with  China  and  Japan,  Out¬ 
line  Y.  [Review  by  imaginary  journeys.] 

NINTH  YEAR. 

A  ninth  year  would  admit  of  a  review  along  the  lines  of  commercial 
geography,  and  of  a  course  in  physical  geography. 


TOWN  WARRANT 


Worcester,  ss. — To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
in  the  County  of  Worcester,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon 
qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 
Town  Hall,  in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  fifth  day  of 
March,  next,  punctually  at  io  o’clock,  A.  m.,  to  act  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  articles,  viz : 

Article  i.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  in  said 
meeting. 

Article  2.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  several  town  offi¬ 
cers  and  committees  and  act  thereon. 

Article  3.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the 
year  ensuing. 

Article  4.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  are  necessary 
to  defray  town  charges,  and  make  appropriations  of  the  same. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  list 
of  jurors  reported  by  the  Selectmen,  or  make  any  alteration  in 
the  same. 

Article  6.  To  see  what  measures,  if  any,  the  town  will 
adopt  to  secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  7*  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Treas¬ 
urer  to  hire  money  to  pay  current  expenses  for  the  municipal 
year  commencing  March  5th,  1900,  in  anticipation  of  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  the  taxes. 

Article  8.  To  bring  in  their  ballots  “Yes”  or  “No”  in 
answer  to  the  question,  “Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town  ?” 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  continue  communica¬ 
tion  by  telephone  with  Milford,  as  security  against  destruction 
by  fire,  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  io.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  discontinue 
the  road  leading  from  the  Old  Boston  and  Hartford  Turnpike, 
near  the  residence  of  Samuel  W.  Wood,  to  the  Mendon  and  Ux¬ 
bridge  road,  near  the  residence  of  Edward  L.  Southwick,  or  act 
in  any  manner  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  ii.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  establish  bounds 
at  all  the  angles  of  the  Milford  road  from  the  watering  tub  to 
the  Hopedale  town  line,  where  such  bounds  are  not  now  estab¬ 
lished,  or  act  in  any  manner  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pay  twenty 
cents  per  hour  for  shoveling  snow  the  ensuing  year. 
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Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  instruct  the 
selectmen  to  establish  before  April  1st,  1900,  the  line  of  the 
Providence  and  Worcester  road,  between  the  lands  of  George 
H.  Whiting  and  Nathan  R.  George,  and  make  the  angles  there¬ 
of,  or  act  in  any  manner  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appoint  a  committee 
and  authorize  it  to  put  in  a  wasteway  from  the  watering  tub  near 
the  residence  of  Edward  Dudley,  and  appropriate  money  for  the 
same,  or  act  in  any  manner  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  an  additional 
appropriation  for  the  publication  of  the  Mendon  Proprietors 
Records. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  sell  the 
schoolhouses  in  the  South  and  West  districts,  so-called,  or  take 
any  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  17.  To  see  what  sum  of  money,  if  any,  the  town 
will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  for  special  repairs  of  the 
Primary  schoolhouse  at  the  Center,  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  purchase  or 
take  a  piece  of  land,  at  Mendon  Center,  as  a  site  for  a  school 
building,  or  act  in  any  manner  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  19.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  build  a  school 
building,  at  Mendon  Center,  determine  the  size  and  form  of  the 
same,  or  act  in  any  manner  in  relation  to  such  a  building. 

Article  20.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  any  sum 
of  money  for  Memorial  Day  and  select  a  committee  to  have 
charge  of  said  appropriation. 

Article  21.  To  see  if  the  town  will,  by  its  vote,  adopt 
the  so-called  Australian  ballot  system. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant,  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  thereof  at  each  of  the  following  places  in  said 
town,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meet¬ 
ing,  viz : — At  the  post-office,  and  on  the  guideboard  near  the 
schoolhouse  in  Albeeville,  and  at  the  post-office  in  South  Mil¬ 
ford. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  or  Town  Clerk,  before 
the  time  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  nineteenth  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred. 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

GEORGE  M.  TAFT, 

EDWARD  C.  KINSLEY, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 

A  true  copy,  Attest : 


Constable  of  Mendon. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE  VARIOUS 


BOARDS  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS 

OF  THE 


TOWN  Op  RENDON, 


INCLUDING  REPORT  OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


FOR  THE 


Municipal  Year  Ending  March  4,  1901 . 

[234TH  ANNUAL  REPORT.] 


MILFORD,  MASS. : 

Cook  &  Sons,  Printers,  Journal  Office. 
1901. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


The  undersigned,  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  for 
the  municipal  year  ending  March  4,  1901,  respectfully  submits 
an  account  of  his  doings. 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  receiving  the  following 
items,  viz  : — 

To  cash  received  of  the  Treasurer  for  the 

year  ending  March  5,  1900 .  $405  40 

To  cash  borrowed  on  four  town  notes .  4,000  00 

44  received  for  use  of  telephone .  55  62 

44  borrowed  on  three  town  notes  .  1,500  00 

44  received  of  E.  C.  Kinsley,  janitor  117  00 

44  4  4  State  Treasurer,  Cor¬ 
poration  tax .  53  24 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  tax .  441  42 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  state 

aid,  Chap.  374,  Acts  1899 .  506  00 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer, 

burial  of  soldier .  35  00 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  in¬ 
come  Massachusetts  school  fund .  504  78 

To  cash,  County  Treasurer,  dog  fund .  172  83 

44  received  of  George  M.  Taft,  col¬ 
lector  of  taxes  for  1897 .  13  87 

To  cash  received  of  George  M.  Taft,  col¬ 
lector  of  taxes  for  1898  .  117  73 

To  cash  received  of  George  M.  Taft,  col¬ 
lector  of  taxes  for  1899 .  541  30 

To  cash  received  of  George  M.  Taft,  col¬ 
lector  of  taxes  for  1900 .  8,146  58 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer  for 

inspection  of  animals .  17  00 

To  cash  received  for  lead  pipe .  5  60 

4  4  4  4  of  S.  Warren  Cook,  auc¬ 
tioneer’s  license . .  2  00 

To  cash  received  of  D.  H.  Barnes,  use  of 

hay  scales .  14  25 

To  cash  received  of  H.  C.  Adams,  3 

copies  Proprietors’  Record .  9  00 
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To  cash  received  of  F.  M.  Aldrich,  2 

extinguishers  . .  $4  92 

To  cash  received  of  Town  of  Uxbridge, 

for  M.  Cummings  .  6  00 

- $16,669  54 


The  Treasurer  credits  himself  with  paying  the  following  sums, 
viz  : — 


By  paying  99  town  orders  . $10,194  02 

“  “  4  town  notes, .  3,500  00 

“  u  Interest  on  4  town  notes .  7  2  32 

“  “  State  tax . 315  00 

“  “  County  tax .  699  00 

“  “  School  Committee .  677  61 

Cash  on  hand .  1,211  59 


- $16,669  54 

GEO.  M.  TAFT, 


Treasurer. 


Mendon,  Feb.  18,  1901. 


AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 


Dr. 

To  cash  received  of  Geo.  M.  Taft,  treas¬ 
urer,  for  1898  and  1899,  deposited  in 

Milford  Savings  Bank .  $999  85 

To  cash  received  deposited  in  Worcester 

County  Institution  for  Savings .  405  62 

To  cash  received,  interest  of  Milford  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank  to  Oct.  13,  1900 .  40  26 

To  cash  received,  interest  of  Worcester 
County  Institution  for  Savings  to 
Jan.  1,  1901 .  16  20 


Total .  $1,461  93 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  three  orders .  $15  00 

“  “  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank . . .  1 ,025  1 1 

By  cash  deposited  in  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  Savings .  421  82 


Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  M.  TAFT,  Treasurer. 
Mendon,  Feb.  18,  1901. 


$1,461  93 


» 


SELECTMENS’  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  expenditures  of  the  town  for  the  municipal  year  ending 
March  4,  1901. 

INCIDENTALS. 

D.  H.  Barnes,  services  with  team  at  forest  fires .  $4  50 

E.  A.  Snow,  infected  school  books  destroyed .  6  47 

Adams  Express  Co.,  Fairbanks  weigh  book .  1  15 

J.  A.  George,  cash  paid  for  printing  Proprietors, 

Records . 309  60 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  work  in  old  cemetery .  7  00 

Jacob  R.  Brown,  repairing  hay  scales .  75 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  2  copper  extinguishers .  30  50 

H.  M.  Dolbeare,  3  books  and  canvassing  blanks  for 

assessors  . .  1  20 

A.  C.  Eldredge,  painting  and  papering  town  hall .  87  07 

Rockwell  &  Churchill  for  binding  10  books .  10  00 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  services  as  inspector  of  animals  .  40  50 

Henry  C.  Snell,  services  in  criminal  case  . .  612 

Albert  Albee,  for  mason  work  at  town  hall .  5  50 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  work  about  watering  tub .  24  00 

Henry  C.  Snell,  services  in  criminal  cases .  10  28 

A.  C.  Eldredge,  white-washing  at  tramp  house .  2  25 

H.  C.  Adams,  insurance  on  town  property .  54  97 

Albee  &  Greaton,  work  at  town  officers’  rooms .  3  10 

Frank  W.  Stewart,  repairing  town  buildings .  3  57 

Edw.  L.  Smith,  fighting  forest  fires .  1  35 

E.  C.  Kinsley,  cash  paid  fighting  forest  fires .  1 1  60 

Woodbury  &  Co,  for  designing  and  engraving .  25  00 

A.  A.  Jenkins,  services  in  criminal  case  . .  24  15 

R.  C.  Fish,  reporting  eight  births .  2  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  cash  paid  out .  6  07 

Emery  &  Wood,  returning  13  deaths .  3  25 

Clark,  Ellis  &  Sons,  tile  for  waste  water .  19  67 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  perambulating  town  lines .  4  5° 

Williams  Bros.,  coal  for  fire  extinguisher  room .  7  25 

Edw.  C.  Kingsley,  work  at  monument  .  2  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  rent  for  extinguisher  room  and  care  of 

fires . . .  16  00 
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Henry  W.  Gaskill,  records  of  surveying  streets,  lay 

out  of  street  and  cash  paid  out  for  1900 .  $  10  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  services  at  state  election,  Nov.  6 _  3  50 

Mrs.  I.  O.  Rhodes  and  D.  H.  Barnes,  use  of  telephone 

one  year  to  March  1,  1901 .  60  00 

D.  H.  Barnes,  services  night  of  July  3  and  4;  alsoin 

criminal  case  .  3  50 


$808  37 


SCHOOL  BUILDING  COMMITTEE. 


Paid  J.  A.  George,  chairman  .  $1,851  33 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Charles  H.  Allen,  auditor  for  1899  .  $6  00 

E.  A.  Snow,  lockup  keeper .  5  00 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  assessor  for  1900 .  25  00 

H.  W.  Gaskill,  assessor  for  1900 .  45  00 

W.  S.  Wilcox,  assessor  for  1900 . 43  75 

J.  E.  Darling,  ballot  clerk  at  November  election .  1  50 

Arthur  V.  Pond,  ballot  clerk  at  November  election .  1  50 

Charles  I.  Barnes,  constable  to  March  4,  1901 .  ^  00 

“  services  night  of  July  3  and  4,  and 

also  in  criminal  case  . . .  4  50 

Edward  C.  Kingsley,  services  night  of  July  3  and  4  2  00 

“  services  as  selectman  and  regis¬ 
trar  and  perambulating  town  lines .  35  00 

George  M.  Taft,  services  as  treasurer . . . .  50  00 

“  selectman  and  registrar  30  00 

“  “  collector  for  1897 .  65  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  selectman,  registrar,  and  peram¬ 
bulating  town  lines .  55  00 

Horace  C.  Adams,  services  as  town  clerk  and  cash 

Paid  ; . ; .  39  45 

E.  L.  Smith,  services  as  fireward .  2  10 

Edward  C.  Kinsley,  services  as  fireward  and  cash 

paid  . .  5  10 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  services  as  fireward .  7  00 


$437  9° 

AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 

Cash  paid  out,  3  orders .  $15  00 


6 


HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR. 

Frank  Taft,  for  repairing  roads  and  bridges .  $1,800  oo 

“  clearing  roads  of  snow .  279  80 

$2,079  8° 

PRINTING. 

G.  M.  Billings  .  $10  50 

Cook  &  Sons  .  82  00 

$92  50 

TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Paid  trustees,  3  orders  .  $150  00 

CARE  AND  SUPPLIES  OF  TOWN  HALL. 

Edward  C.  Kinsley,  care  of  hall  to  April  1,  1900,  and 

cash  paid  out  . .  $98  10 

Williams  Bros.,  coal . . .  49  00 

Lutheria  M.  Alger,  cleaning  town  hall  .  4  77 

Edward  H.  Taft,  wood .  3  25 

$155  12 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS,  SCHOOL  BOOKS  AND 
INCIDENTALS. 

Paid  School  Committee .  $2,975  00 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Paid  overseers  of  poor,  nine  town  orders  .  $1,145  00 

SOLDIERS’  BURIAL,  CHAPTER  279,  ACTS  OF  1896. 
George  Wilbur . . .  $35  00 

SOLDIERS’  RELIEF,  CHAPTER  447,  ACTS  OF  1890. 
Malinda  W.  Cummings  [to  Uxbridge]  .  $6  00 
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STATE  AID  TO  PENSIONERS  UNDER  CHAPTER  374, 


ACTS  OF  1899. 

Joanna  Curley . $48 

Malinda  W.  Cummings .  48 

Rufus  Hazard . 48 

George  W.  Scisco  .  48 

Waterman  Taft . .  48 

George  Wilbur  .  12 

Annette  L.  Weatherhead  .  48 

Stephen  H.  Scisco . ; .  22 

Eliza  A.  Munsell  . .  48 

Sarah  Gifford  .  40 

John  S.  McDonald . 48 


RECAPITULATION. 

Incidentals . 

School  building  committee . 

Town  officers  . 

Roads  and  bridges . 

Snow  bills . 

Printing . 

Taft  Public  Library . . . 

Town  Hall . 

Schools . . . 

Poor . 

Soldiers’  burial . 

Chapter  447,  Acts  of  1890,  M.  W.  Cummings 

“  374.  “  i899  . 


$45  8 


$808 

1,851 

437 

I  ,800 
279 
92 

r5° 

i55 

2’975 

UH5 

35 

6 

458 


$10,194  02 

The  selectmen  report  the  available  assets  known  to  them  as 


follows : — 

Due  from  collector  of  1898 . .  $23  49 

“  “  1899 .  157  86 

“  “  1900 .  7 66  37 

“  state  aid  to  soldiers,  Chapter  374,  to  Jan. 

1,  1901,  12  months .  468  00 

Due  from  state  aid  to  soldiers  to  March  1,  1901,  2 

months .  00 

Due  from  state,  burial  of  soldier,  George  Wilbur .  35  00 

“  state  treasurer,  balance  corporation  tax .  83  92 

Cash  in  hand  of  treasurer .  1,211  59 


$2,822  23 


§  8  8  8  8  2  83  g38v§£3  8  8  8  8  8  8  8  8  8  8  8  8 
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The  liabilities  of  the  town,  so  far  as  known,  are  as  follows : 

Outstanding  bills,  estimated . .  $50  00 

Due  town  officers,  estimated .  200  00 

Austin  A.  Taft,  3  notes,  school  building  ... .  1,500  00 

Milford  Savings  Bank .  1,000  00 


$2,750  00 

Net  balance  in  favor  of  town .  $72  23 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

GEORGE  M.  TAFT, 

EDWARD  C.  KINSLEY, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 

Mendon,  Feb.  18,  1901. 

APPROPRIATIONS . 

Support  of  schools .  $2,975  00 

44  poor .  1,500  00 

Repairs  of  roads  and  bridges .  1,800  00 

Taft  Public  Library .  175  00 

Incidentals . 800  00 

Payment  of  interest .  75  00 

Soldiers’  relief  and  military  aid .  50  00 

Proprietors’  Records .  100  00 

Wasteway  at  watering  tub  .  100  00 

Memorial  day . 50  00 


$7,625  00 


HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT. 


The  Highway  Surveyor  submits  the  following  report  for  the 
year  ending  March  4,  1901. 

He  debits  himself  with  cash  on  15  orders .  $2,079  80 


He  credits  himself  by  paying  the  following  bills  : — 

Charles  B.  Williams,  for  labor  with  team .  $242  70 

L.  E.  Wheeler,  44  44  44  44  187  50 

Chas.  T.  Aldrich,  44  44  44  44  79  60 

George  H.  Whtting,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  00 

Michael  Head,  4  4  44  on  repairs .  148  91 

John  M.  Towne,  4  4  44  44  44  .  212  48 

Dennis  Kelley,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  217  64 

Thomas  H.  Pierce,  44  44  44  44  66  85 

Harry  Taft,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  . .  13  18 

Arthur  C.  Estey,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  .  1  2  25 

Milo  A.  Gaskill,  4  4  4  4  44  4  4  n  46 

John  R.  Taft,  4  4  4  4  44  4  4  5  00 

Chas.  T.  Aldrich,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  5  00 

Andre  Southwick,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  00 

Elias  T.  Bates,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  1  00 

Frank  Taft,  highway  surveyor . .  352  48 

Edward  Dudley,  for  gravel . 59  5 2 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  4  4  44  29  40 

Lewis  B.  Gaskill,  4  4  4  4  20  08 

A.  M.  Seagrave,  4  4  4  4  20  08 

AbbyA.  Putnam,  4  4  4  4  17  60 

Frank  H.  Wood,  4  4  4  4  5  52 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  4  4  4  4  2  40 

Alphie  Tanculle,  4  4  4  4  2  76 

Darius  Henry,  44  44  2  11 

Frank  A.  DeVVolfe4  4  4  4  .  24 

Chas.  A.  Fletcher,  bridge  planks .  21  86 

Walter  N.  Thompson,  44  ties . . . - .  8  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  44  plank .  28 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  4  4  4  4  .  54 

Edward  Dudley,  posts .  1  70 

Peter  F.  Curley,  for  repairing  bridge .  18  00 


IO 


Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies .  $  6  05 

Henry  L.  Patrick,  44  .  3  00 

R.  C.  Eldridge,  “  .  20 

E.  C.  Barry,  repairs .  10  67 

A.  Morin,  “  .  3  50 

J.  A.  Burtt,  44  .  2  44 


$1,800  00 


SNOW  BILLS. 


March  15,  1900. 


Frank  De Wolfe,  for  labor  on  snow  .  $4  00 

S.  E.  Everton,  44  44  44  44  .  60 

W.  C.  Robinson,  44  44  44  44  7  60 

Thomas  H.  Pierce,  44  “  44  “  .  60 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  44  44  44  44  3  00 

Frank  H.  Wood,  44  44  “  44  2  80 

Davis  Hill,  44  44  44  44  4  70 

Elias  T.  Bates,  44  u  44  44  2  40 

Darius  Henry,  4  4  44  4  4  4  4  2  00 

Chas.  B.  Williams,  4  4  44  4  4  4  4  2  00 


$29  70 

Feb.  5,  1901 . 


Lyman  E.  Wheeler,  for  labor  with  team  and  shovel¬ 
ing  snow . $12  00 

Elias  T.  Bates,  for  labor  with  team  and  shoveling 

snow  . .  23  60 

Frank  A.  DeWolfe,  for  labor  with  team  and  shoveling 

snow .  8  60 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  for  labor  with  team  and  shovel¬ 
ing  snow .  21  30 

W.  C.  Robinson,  for  labor  with  team  and  shoveling 

snow .  3 1  85 

Edward  H.  Taft,  for  labor  with  team  and  shoveling 

snow . . . .  17  3° 

Charles  I.  Barnes,  for  labor  with  team  and  shoveling 

snow . . .  1 1  20 

Davis  Hill,  for  labor  with  team  and  shoveling  snow .  24  60 

Frank  H.  Wood,  for  labor  with  team  and  shoveling 

snow .  16  40 


I 


Glenville  C.  Coffin, 

for  shoveling 

snow . 

1 2  40 

Jarvis  Thayer, 

u  tt 

44 

I  40 

Arthur  V.  Pond, 

44  44 

44 

I  40 

Charles  B.  Congdon 

44  (4 

> 

44 

60 

Herbert  Wheeler, 

4  4  4  4 

44 

60 

Henry  Alger, 

4  4  4  4 

44 

.  2  OO 

I.  O.  Rhoades, 

44  4  4 

44 

15  60 

Dennis  Kelley, 

4  4  4  4 

fc  4 

15  60 

John  M.  Towne, 

4  4  4  4 

44 

12  60 

Frank  Taft, 

4  4  4  4 

44 

20  50 

$249  55 

Team  work . 

.  $5*3  80 

Appropriation  for  general  repairs 

.  $1,800  OO 

Amount  expended  for  general  repairs  . 

.  1,800  OO 

44  u 

“  clearing  roads  of  snow . 

279  25 

Cash  on  hand . 

55 

$2,079  8° 

Feb. 16, 1901. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  TAFT, 

Highway  Surveyor. 


COLLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Dr. 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  17,  1900 .  $12  22 

Interest  received .  6  16 

-  $18  38 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $13  87 

Abatements .  4  51 


Mendon,  Feb. 


GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes, 


18,  1901. 


$18  38 
i897- 


Dr. 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  17,  1900 .  $158  57 

Interest  received .  10  24 

-  $168  81 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer . 

Abatements . 

Amount  uncollected  Feb.  18,  1901 


$n7  73 
27  59 
23  49 


$168  81 


GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1898. 


Mendon,  Feb.  18,  1901. 


Dr. 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  17,  1900  .  $675  71 

Interest  received .  30  05 


$7°5  76 


l3 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $54 1  3° 

Abatements .  6  6o 

Amount  uncollected  Feb.  18,  1901  .  157  86 


$7°5  76 


GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1899. 

Mendon,  Feb.  18,  1901. 


Dr. 

To  taxes  committed  for  assessment .  $8,860  13 

Extra  assessment . 23  07 

Interest  received .  37  50 

- $8,920  70 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $8,146  58 

Abatements .  7  75 

Amount  uncollected  Feb.  18,  1901  .....  j66  37 

-  $8,920  70 


GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1900. 


Mendon,  Feb.  18,  1901. 


REPORT  OF  THE  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  4,  1901  : 

John  W.  Barry,  Dennis  Holland,  Edna  Allen,  Edna  French, 
Annie  J.  Bates,  Washington  Coleman,  Abram  P.  Scribner  (hav¬ 
ing  a  settlement  in  Mendon,)  Samuel  E.  Everton  and  family 
(belonging  to  Uxbridge,)  have  been  wholly  or  partially  sup¬ 
ported. 

The  overseers  charge  themselves  with  the  receipt  of  the 
following  named  funds  belonging  to  the  town : 


Balance  on  hand . .  $41  09 

Nine  town  orders  .  1,145  00 

Town  of  Uxbridge .  18  18 


$1,204  27 

The  overseers  credit  themselves  with  paying  the  following 
amounts : 


For  support  of : 

John  W.  Barry . 

Dennis  Holland  . 

Edna  Allen  . 

Edna  French . . . 

Annie  J.  Bates . . . 

Washington  Coleman . 

Abram  P.  Scribner . 

Samuel  E.  Everton  and  family . 

Erwin  A.  Snow,  care  of  693  tramps  at  15c., 

from  Dec.  1,  1899,  to  Jan.  7,  1901  . 

Sundries  for  tramp  house  to  Jan.  7?  1901  . 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  sundries  to  Jan.  7?  1901 . 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  wood  for  tramp  house  (old  bill,) 

(l  u  u 

A.  V.  G.  Pond,  “  “  ZZZ” 

George  R.  Ford,  services . 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  services  . 

Liberty  Freeman,  services . 

Cash  on  hand  to  balance  . 


$166  70 
169  46 
160  00 

n  46 

9  IO 
295  IO 
164  OO 
l8  18 

io3  95 
55 
2  05 

I2  75 
80 


6  00 
36  00 
33  42 


$1,204  27 


*5 


From  the  whole  amount  paid  for  the  support  of  the 

poor  .  $1,170  85 

Deduct  what  was  due  for  the  support  of 

poor  to  March  5,  1900  .  $156  80 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  Everton 

family  .  18  18 

-  174  98 

$995  87 

Add  what  will  be  due  for  support  of  poor  to  March 

4,  1901 .  $126  30 

Cost  of  supporting  the  poor  for  the  year  ending  Mar. 

4,  1901 .  1,122  17 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 
GILBERT  GASKILL, 

GEORGE  R.  FORD, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

Mendon,  Feb.  16,  1901. 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK, 


DOGS  REGISTERED  IN  1900. 

85  male  dogs . $170  00 

8  female  dogs .  40  00 

-  $210  00 

Registration  fees . $18  60 

Paid  County  Treasurer .  191  40 

-  $210  00 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1900. 


DATE  OF 
BIRTH. 

1899. 
Feb.  9, 

1900. 
Feb.  17, 
Mar.  8, 
Mar.  28, 
Apr.  12, 
May  11, 
June  22, 
Sept.  6, 
Sept.  6, 
Sept.  15, 
Dec.  4, 
Dec.  8, 
Dec.  23, 


NAME  OF  CHILD. 


PARENTS. 


Geraldine  Fleming, 

Carl  Frederick  Hoberg, 
Florence  Gaskill, 

Milton  Ernest  Wheeler, 
Barbara  Helen  Cook, 
Marion  Sarah  Arrand, 
Bertha  Barnes, 
xVlberta  Doris  Bolte, 
Bessie  Maude  Hoggarth, 
Walter  Fred  Thomas, 

Rose  Emma  Bouchard, 
Bernice  Dascomb  Whiting, 
George  Ferris, 


Charles  P.  and  Julia  E.  Fleming. 

John  P.  and  Hannah  M.  E.  Hoberg. 
Milo  A.  and  Ethel  M.  Gaskill. 
Norman  E.  and  Ruth  FI.  Wheeler. 
Lyman  and  Wilhelmina  Cook. 

Roy  R.  and  Annie  M.  Arrand. 
Charles  I.  and  Etta  M.  Barnes. 
Albert  C.  and  Ruth  Bolte. 

Richard  J.  and  Helen  Hoggarth. 
Fred  W.  and  Lilly  B.  Thomas. 
Ozias  and  Emma  Bouchard. 
Abbott  D.  and  Nellie  S.  Whiting. 
George  and  Grace  E.  Ferris. 


MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1900. 


DATE  OF 

MARRIAGE. 

NAME  OF  GROOM  AND  BRIDE. 

RESIDENCE. 

1900. 

January  15, 

Alfred  John  Bates, 

Meadville,  Pa. 

Bertha  Louise  Sprague, 

Mendon. 

March  10, 

William  Albert  Benson, 

Brookfield,  Mass. 

Hattie  Louisa  Albee, 

Mendon. 

March  14, 

Charles  Dwight  Ellis, 

Mendon. 

May  Elizabeth  Hatton, 

Edward  Augustus  Whiting, 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

April  5, 

Mendon. 

Alice  Geraldine  Taft, 

Mendon. 

April  16, 

Albert  Edward  Southwick, 

Mendon. 

Harriet  Frances  Angell, 

Smithfield,  R.  I. 

June  27, 

Albert  Chester  Rhodes, 

Milford,  Mass. 

Florence  Edith  Snow, 

Mendon. 

November  8, 

Patrick  Henry  Mahern,' 

Hopkinton,  Mass. 

Mary  Elizabeth  Quigley, 

Mendon. 

December  11, 

Peter  Trenouth, 

Mendon. 

Fannie  Annette  Coombes, 

Mendon. 

December  25, 

Ernest  Leroy  Tucker, 

Mendon. 

Alice  Lewitt, 

Mendon. 

J7 

DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1900. 


DATE  OF  DEATH.  NAME.  AGE  RESIDENCE. 


1900. 

March  15. 

Florence  Gaskill. 

Y. 

M. 

D. 

7 

Mendon. 

April  10. 

April  14. 

Milton E.  Wheeler, 

— 

— 

13 

Mendon. 

David  Adams, 

Ann  M.  Grady, 

85 

2 

28 

Mendon. 

April  27. 

65 

— 

— 

Mendon. 

April  27. 

Hattie  C.  Robinson, 

40 

1 

15 

Mendon. 

May  10. 

Barbara  H.  Cook, 

— 

— 

28 

Mendon. 

May  13. 

Etta  Taylor  Rowe, 

3 

11 

20 

Mendon. 

June  15. 

George  Wilbur, 

74 

7 

28 

Mendon. 

July  2. 

Washington  Coleman, 

68 

— 

27 

Mendon. 

July  20. 

Annie  Brown, 

26 

— 

— 

Mendon. 

July  27. 

John  S.  Cox, 

70 

3 

26 

Mendon. 

July  29. 

Lewis  J.  Warner, 

— 

9 

15 

Mendon. 

August  13. 

Marion  S.  Arrand, 
Arthur  L.  Tupper, 

— 

3 

10 

Mendon. 

August  27. 

22 

10 

10 

Mendon. 

September  24. 

Earl  Carlton  Alger, 

— 

2 

28 

Pawtucket,  R.I. 

November  9. 

James  Russell  Claflin, 

87 

10 

23 

Mendon. 

December  2. 

Alfred  Wilson, 

22 

1 

25 

Hopedale,Mass. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

Town  Clerk. 


Mendon,  Feb.  16,  1901 . 


TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


TRUSTEES  OF  TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


The  Trustees  submit  the  following  report :  The  board  reorganized 
April  21st,  1900.  They  have  to  report  the  continued  usefulness  and 
prosperity  of  the  library.  They  very  much  regretted  to  lose  the  ser¬ 
vices  of  Mrs.  Sara  F.  Towne,  who  had  served  the  town  faithfully  and 
acceptably,  for  several  years,  as  librarian,  and  resigned,  as  she  was  to 
leave  town,  but  were  fortunate  to  secure  as  her  successor,  Miss  Annie 
Kinsley,  who  has  performed  the  duties  of  that  office  since  July  1st  in  a 
satisfactory  manner,  and  has  been  engaged  for  another  year. 

The  books  were  examined  Feb.  7th,  current,  and  were  all  accounted 
for,  and  in  satisfactory  condition.  The  library  was  reopened  Saturday 
Feb.  9th,  1901. 

During  the  past  year  one  copy  of  the  Annals  of  Mendon  was  turned 
over  to  the  superintendent  of  schools,  and  one  copy  exchanged  for  a  his¬ 
tory  of  the  town  of  Canton,  Mass. 

The  thanks  of  the  citizens  are  tendered  to  all  who  have  contributed 
books,  magazines  or  literature  of  any  kind  to  the  library  during  the  past 
year. 

The  trustees  recommend  the  appropriation  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  library  the  ensuing  year. 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

ELMER  E.  SHERMAN, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

FRANK  H.  WOOD. 

Trustees  Taft  Public  Library. 

Mendon,  Mass.,  Feb.  16,  1901. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library: — 

The  Library  was  reopened  Feb.  10,  1900,  for  the  delivery  of  books. 

The  whole  number  of  books  given  out  from  the  library  during  the 
year  was  4,002.  The  largest  delivery  any  Saturday  was  100 ;  the  small¬ 
est  number  60.  Average  79. 

The  delivery  by  divisions  was  as  follows  :  Agriculture  4;  biography 
30;  fiction  3,375;  history  45;  poetry  28;  miscellaneous  56;  periodicals 
359 ;  religion  6 ;  science  49 ;  travels  50. 

The  total  number  of  books  in  the  library  is  4,153,  137  having  been 
added  the  past  year.  Of  these  137  volumes,  80  have  been  purchased  by 
the  town  and  57  contributed. 

One  was  given  by  the  Bureau  of  Education ;  5  by  Sara  L.  Bennett ;  6 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth ;  1  by  Newton  D.  Clark;  1  by 


i9 


Civil  Service  Commission ;  1  by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission; 
5  by  Mrs.  M.  H.  Darling;  1  by  the  Massachusetts  Society  of  Sons  of 
the  Revolution ;  2  by  U.  S.  National  Museum ;  1  by  the  Department  of 
the  Interior;  2  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture ;  1  by  E.  B.  Crane 
of  Worcester  ;  1  by  Edward  Wymper. 

The  following  unbound  magazines  have  been  given,  all  of  which 
have  since  been  bound :  12  volumes  of  Scribner's ;  5  volumes  of  the  Cos¬ 
mopolitan;  4  volumes  of  the  New  England  Magazine,  by  the  Adin  Bal¬ 
lou  Club;  2  volumes  of  Petersons’  Magazine  by  Mrs.  J.  A.  George;  2 
volumes  each  of  Harpers  Monthly  and  Outing  by  J.  A.  George. 

One  book  was  received  in  exchange  for  the  Annals  of  Mendon. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNIE  KINSLEY,  Librarian. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library 


for  the  year  ending  Feb.  2, 1901. 

Dr. 

Balance  from  1900, .  $11  57 

Cash  received  on  three  town  orders, .  150  00 


$161  57 
Cr. 

Cash  paid  the  W.  B.  Clarke  Co.  for  books  ....  $74  69 

44  44  A.  H.  H.  Warren  &  Co.  for  binding  .  .  21  19 

u  u  J.  A.  George,  cash  paid .  10  24 

44  44  Sara  F.  Towne,  services  as  librarian  .  .  20  00 

44  44  Annie  Kinsley,  44  44  44  .  30  00 

(’ash  on  hand, .  5  45 


$161  57 


Respectfully  submitted, 


HORACE  C.  ADAMS,  Treas. 


Mendon,  Feb.  16,  1901. 


Cost  of  East  Mendon  School  House. 


Batten  boards  and  labor  of  man . 

Plans  and  specifications . 

P.  Ferguson,  cellar,  underpining  and  steps . 

O.  Whitney  &  Son,  contract . 

“  “  extra  work . 

“  “  outside  windows . 

C.  Ellis  &  Sons,  chimney  pipe . 

“  u  damper  and  tinning  air  box . 

L.  Grow  &  Son,  irons  for  chimney  and  stove . 

Frank  Taft,  grading . 

Bay  State  Heating  Co.,  heating  and  ventilating  plant.. 

F.  Hughes,  plans  for  inspector . 

Zinc,  Tacks,  etc.  . 

A.  Albee,  cementing  and  setting  stack  heater . 

Insurance  policy . 


$3 

VO 

CO 

iS 

00 

2  1 1 

00 

I,3°° 

00 

62 

00 

28 

86 

37 

81 

1 1 

45 

6 

68 

6 

00 

I25 

00 

2 

00 

1 

00 

1 1 

3° 

29 

25 

1 ,85 1 

33 

Your  committee  very  much  regret  that  the  cost  of  this  build¬ 
ing  exceeded  the  appropriation.  They  strove  earnestly  to  plan  a 
building  that  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  town  and  comply  with 
the  requirements  of  the  State  Inspector  of  Buildings,  for  the  sum 
voted,  but  found  they  could  not  do  so.  The  time  wasted  in  this 
vain  endeavor,  accounts  for  the  delay  in  commencing  construc¬ 
tion.  We  hope  our  work  will  meet  the  approval  of  our  fellow 
citizens. 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE, 

ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

FRANK  H.  WOOD, 

LEONARD  E.  TAFT, 

ALBERT  ALBEE. 

Building  Committee. 


AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I  have  this  day  examined  the  accounts  of  all  the  Town  offi¬ 
cers  and  committees  who  have  received  or  disbursed  funds  be¬ 
longing  to  the  town  during  the  municipal  year  ending  March  4, 
1901,  and  find  them  correctly  kept  and  properly  vouched. 

CHARLES  H.  ALLEN,  Auditor. 
Mendon,  Feb.  19,  1901. 
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REPORT 


OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  MENDON, 


FOE,  THE 


SCHOOL  YEAR  1900-'01. 


MILFORD,  MASS.: 

Cook  &  Sons,  Printers,  Journal  Office. 
1901. 


ORGANIZATION  OF 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  1900-1901. 


FRANK  WOOD,  Chairman, 
ERWIN  A.  SNOW,  Secretary, 
LEONARD  E.  TAFT, 


Term  expires  1903 
u  “  1901 


1902 


Superintendent, 
ELMER  E.  SHERMAN. 


School  Book  Agent, 
ERWIN  A.  SNOW. 


Truant  Officers, 

EDWARD  C.  KINSLEY,  LYMAN  COOK, 

ELMER  E.  SHERMAN. 


3GH00L  COMMITTEE  REPORT. 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  : 

The  following  report  of  the  Schopl  Committee  is  respect¬ 
fully  submitted. 

The  care  of  school  property  was  assigned  as  follows :  North, 
Leonard  E.  Taft;  Albeeville  and  West,  Frank  H.  Wood ;  South, 
East  and  Center,  Erwin  A.  Snow. 

This  year,  as  in  former  years,  our  report  is  made  out  two 
weeks  before  the  close  of  the  year ;  the  pay  of  teachers,  janitors 
and  for  transportation  of  scholars  for  these  two  weeks  we  have 
not  given  in  detail,  but  have  included  the  amount  we  have  reason 
to  expect  it  will  be  in  this  report,  thus  giving  the  cost  of  the 
schools  for  a  full  year. 

During  the  year  new  seats  and  floors  have  been  put  in  the 
primary  and  grammar  rooms.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  slight 
repairs  these  rooms  are  now  in  as  good  condition  as  we  can  make 
them  unless  there  is  a  general  remodelling  of  the  whole  building. 
The  School  Committee  still  has  bills  on  hand  unpaid  to  the 
amount  of  about  $110  for  furnishing  the  new  school  house  at  the 
East.  It  will  be  necessary  to  make  provision  for  paying  these 
at  the  annual  meeting  by  an  addition  of  $100  to  the  regular  ap¬ 
propriation. 

The  new  school  building  was  finished  and  used  for  the  first 
time  Jan.  3,  1901.  The  school  committee  and  those  interested 
are  much  pleased  with  it.  It  is  a  good  looking  modern  building, 
well  built,  of  good  material,  well  heated,  lighted,  and  ven¬ 
tilated  and  will  probably  meet  the  wants  of  that  part  of  the  town 
for  some  years  to  come. 

As  this  part  of  the  town  now  has  electric  cars  passing 
through  it  and  directly  by  the  school  house,  people  riding  by  will 
get  a  very  much  better  impression  of  the  town  now  than  with 
the  old  building.  Almost  any  one  looking  for  a  place  to  live  will 
buy  more  readily  and  pay  more  for  a  home  in  a  neighborhood 
where  there  is  a  good  school  building  than  in  one  that  has  a  poor 
one,  and  the  increase  in  valuation  of  real  estate  in  that  part  of  the 
town  by  having  a  good  school  building  will  probably  make  the 
building  of  this  one  a  good  investment  for  the  town,  aside  from 
the  direct  benefit  to  the  school. 

Much  credit  is  due  the  chairman  of  the  Building  Committee, 
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Mr.  George,  for  the  interest  he  has  taken  and  the  time  and  labor 
expended  by  him  in  the  construction  of  this  building. 

We  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  annexed  report  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  which  the  committee  at  its  last 
meeting  voted  to  accept  and  have  printed. 

We  would  recommend  an  appropriation  of  twenty*  nine  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  for  schools  for  the  ensuing  year. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

Receipts. 


Appropriation .  $2,975  00 

Balance  on  hand,  March  1,  1900 .  19  72 

Income  from  state  school  fund .  504  78 

“  “  dog  tax .  172  84 

Received  from  the  state  on  account  of 

Superintendent .  416  66 

Received  for  tuition .  35  00 

u  from  the  Selectmen  for  books 
destroyed  on  account  of  scarlet  fever..  6  47 

Received  for  supplies  and  sundries  sold .  6  15 

-  $4,1 36  62 

Expenditures  . 

Teachers’  wages : — 

Newton  D.  Clark,  High  .  $225  00 

William  G.  Park,  High .  287  50 

Edith  A.  Lucas,  Grammar  .  132  00 

Mary  A.  Peffers,  Grammar .  252  00 

Mary  E.  Dudley,  Primary  .  308  50 

Adelaide  E.  Flagg,  Primary .  42  00 

Adelaide  E.  Flagg,  Grammar .  11  00 

Florence  E.  Snow,  North .  117  00 

Ruth  B.  Cornwell,  North  and  Albee- 

ville .  297  00 

Mary  W.  Burgess,  North .  9  00 

Alma  S.  Seavey,  Albeeville .  168  00 

Lillian  M.  Porter,  East .  281  50 

- $2,130  50 

F uel : — 

Lewis  Bates,  wood  and  cutting .  $1 1  33 

Leonard  E.  Taft,  wood  and  cutting  .  5  5° 

Frank  H.  Wood,  wood  and  cutting .  13  50 

E.  A.  Snow . . .  12  25 

Williams  Bros.,  coal  .  95  00 


$137  58 
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Care  of  rooms : 

Florence  E.  Snow,  North .  $6  50 

Ruth  B.  Cornwell,  North  and  Albee- 

ville .  17  00 

Lillian  M.  Porter,  East .  17  00 

Alma  S.  Seavey,  Albeeville .  10  50 

Fred  A.  Snow,  Center .  34  00 

Mrs.  Alger,  cleaning  rooms,  Albeeville  5  00 

Mrs.  Alger,  cleaning  rooms,  Center .  4  60 

L.  E.  Taft,  cleaning  rooms,  North .  5  00 

Mrs.  Cook,  cleaning  rooms,  East .  1  00 

-  $100  60 

Transportation :  — 

George  M.  Taft .  $168  00 

Alfred  I.  Barrows . 170  00 

-  $338  00 

Text  books  and  supplies  : — 

Amount  purchased  as  per  report  of 

school  book  agent .  $159  38 

Apparatus : — 

Charles  E.  Lauriat  Co . 1 .  $8  50 

George  S.  Perry  &  Co.  .. .  13  51 

G.  M.  Billings  .  7  00 

J.  S.  Hammett  Co.  .  56 

-  $29  57 

Superintendent : — 

Elmer  E.  Sherman .  $560  02 

Suppression  of  truancy  : — 

Paid  Worcester  County  Truant  school 

for  confinement  of  Herbert  Alger .  $12  70 

Incidentals : — 

Geo.  S.  Perry  &  Co.,  school  rooms 

supplies . $27  20 

Geo.  S.  Perry  &  Co.,  desks  and  chairs..  107  30 

Otis  Whitney  &  Son,  labor  and  material 

furnished  .  94  16 

C.  B.  Williams,  carting  seats  and  desks 

and  freight  paid  .  3  42 

Cook  &  Sons,  printing  .  5  00 

Charles  F.  Dole,  delivering  address  at 

the  high  school  graduation .  7  00 
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Z.  C.  Field,  flooring . . 

G.  M.  Billings,  printing  graduation 

programmes . 

The  Beale  Press,  high  school  diplomas 
A.  C.  Eldredge,  painting  high  school 

desks  . 

A.  C.  Eldredge,  whitewashing,  North.. 

Fred  A.  Snow,  labor . 

Joseph  H.  Dudley,  services  at  gradua¬ 
tion  . 

Derby  Desk  Co.,  teacher’s  desk  for  new 

school  building  . 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  gals,  oil . 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  sundries  . 

D.  H.  Barnes,  getting  down  flag .  . 

E.  C.  Barry,  repairing  seats  and  desks 

H.  H.  Lent,  two  stove  screens . 

E.  T.  Bates,  loam  and  drawing . 

Avery  &  Woodbury,  curtains . 

Rufus  Beals,  labor  and  stock . 

Herbert  Wright,  labor . 

Wm.  Johnson  &  Co.,  building  vaults 

for  out-building  at  South  Milford . 

Wm.  Johnson  &  Co.,  freight  paid  on 
furniture  for  new  school  house  and 

carting  the  same . 

Geo.  E.  Thayer,  use  of  well . 

E.  L.  Smith,  use  of  well . 

J.  W.  Estey,  use  of  well . . . 

E.  E.  Sherman,  travelling  expenses . 

E.  E.  Sherman,  cash  paid,  telephone 

and  telegraph  . 

E.  E.  Sherman,  cash  paid,  cleaning 

vaults,  Albeeville . 

E.  E.  Sherman,  cash  paid,  setting  glass, 

Albeeville . 

E.  E.  Sherman,  cash  paid,  sundries . 

E.  E.  Sherman,  cash  paid,  express  . 

E.  E.  Sherman,  cash  paid,  travelling 

and  telephone . 

F.  H.  Wood,  services  as  school  com¬ 
mittee  . 

F.  H.  Wood,  taking  census . 

L.  E.  Taft,  labor  and  material . 

L.  E.  Taft,  services  school  committee . 

L.  E.  Taft,  taking  census . 


$94  77 

3  75 
7  oo 

7  7o 

2  00 

4  20 

1  00 


14  60 

5  20 
9  80 
2  00 

1  5° 

6  00 


4  88 

5  25 
25 

6  30 
3  60 

2  OO 

7  OO 

3  00 
13  10 

I  20 


I  OO 


I  30 

3  °5 
70 


1  20 


1  25 

2  00 
4  25 
1  25 

1  00 
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E.  A.  Snow,  cash  paid,  express  . 

E.  A.  Snow,  cash  paid,  sundries . 

E.  A.  Snow,  cash  paid,  postage  . 

E.  A.  Snow,  cash  paid,  travelling  ex¬ 
penses  . . . 

E.  A.  Snow,  cash  paid,  freight  and 

carting  supplies . . 

E.  A.  Snow,  cash  paid,  cleaning  up 

yard,  Center  . 

E.  A.  Snow,  cleaning  vaults,  Center  . 

E.  A.  Snow,  services  as  school  com¬ 
mittee  . 

E.  A.  Snow,  labor  and  time  expended.. 

E.  A.  Snow,  mowing  yard . . 

E.  A.  Snow,  taking  census . 

E.  A.  Snow,  services  as  secretary 

school  committee  . . 

E.  A.  Snow,  services  as  school  book 
agent  . 


$i  1 6 

2  95 

3  46 


5  32 


2  49 

I  1 2 

1  25 

1  25 
5  37 
I  oo 

3  00 

IO  oo 

8  oo 


Cash  on  hand  to  pay  what  will  be  due 
teachers,  janitors  and  for  transporta¬ 
tion  of  scholars  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
March  i,  1901 . . 

Cost  of  schools  for  the  year . 

Cash  on  hand,  unexpended  . 


From  the  cost  of  schools  for  the  year . 

Take  the  amount  of  supplies  and  sundries 
sold . 


$519  20 

$3-987  55 

$147  00 

$4-«34  55 

2  07 

$4,136  62 

$4^34  55 

6  15 


Net  cost  of  schools  for  the  year 


$4,128  40 
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Recapitulation  . 

Resources : — 

Expenditures .  $4,136  62 

Teachers’  wages,  including  amount  un¬ 
paid .  $2,252  50 

Fuel . .. . . . .  .  137  58 

Care  of  rooms,  including  amount  unpaid  105  60 

Transportation,  including  amount  unpaid  358  00 

Text  books  and  supplies .  159  38 

Apparatus .  29  57 

Superintendent .  560  02 

Suppression  of  truancy .  1 2  70 

Incidentals .  519  20 

Cash  on  hand .  2  o 7 


Cash  on  hand, 


$4,136  62 


FRANK  H.  WOOD, 

ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

LEONARD  E.  TAFT, 

School  Committee. 


Mendon,  Feb.  16,  1901. 


SCHOOL  BOOK  AGENT’S  REPORT. 


Dr. 

To  books  and  supplies  purchased  : — 

Geo.  F.  King  &  Co .  $23  51 

Geo.  S.  Perry  &  Co .  50  08 

Adams,  Cushing  &  Foster .  4  80 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co .  188 

Ginn  &  Co . .  65  29 

J.  L.  Hammett  Co .  4  92 

University  Publishing  Co .  4  80 

Town  of  Bellingham .  4  10 

Books  and  supplies  on  hand,  Mar.  1 ,  1900  97  1 1 


Cr. 

By  books  and  supplies  furnished  schools..  $158  39 

By  books  and  supplies  sold .  1  20 

By  books  and  supplies  on  hand  March  1, 

1901 .  96  90 

-  $256  49 


ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

School  Book  Agent. 


Mendon,  Feb.  16,  1901. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Mendon  : — 

Gentlemen  : — The  seventh  annual  report  of  the  present  Su¬ 
perintendent  of  Schools  is  hereby  presented. 

The  school  registers  present  the  following  statistics  from 
September,  1899  to  June,  1900: 


Total  enrolment .  169 

Average  membership .  134 

Average  attendance . 122 

Per  cent  of  attendance .  91 


The  Primary  school  has  the  best  per  cent,  of  attendance, 
followed  by  the  Grammar,  North  and  East  schools  in  the  order 
named.  The  Primary  is  also  the  most  punctual  school,  having 
the  least  number  of  tardy  marks.  The  total  number  of  dismis¬ 
sals  is  reduced.  The  whole  number  of  such  marks  is  200 
against  336  two  years  ago.  This  is  encouraging,  though  more 
time  is  actually  lost  by  dismissals  than  through  tardiness,  the 
latter  usually  covering  only  a  few  minutes  while  the  former  is 
frequently  for  an  hour.  More  than  an  hour  and  a  half  is 
called  a  half  day  and  receives  an  absent  mark.  It  is  nec¬ 
essary  in  this  matter  of  attendance  to  have  the  hearty  sup¬ 
port  of  the  home.  Wise  parents  and  an  efficient  teacher  with 
a  common  aim  accomplish  the  greatest  good  for  the  child  in  this 
as  well  as  in  every  other  line  of  school  work. 

Education  means  more  than  mere  book  learning.  Its  ob¬ 
ject  is  three-fold : 

Health  and  the  means  of  maintaining  it. 

Knowledge  and  thought  power. 

Right  motives  and  will  power. 

Less  than  one-fifth  of  the  child’s  waking  hours  is  spent  in 
the  school-room.  The  home  and  the  community,  therefore,  share 
in  the  education  of  the  young.  The  best  results  in  the  school  are 
seen  when  these  educational  forces  work  harmoniously  for  the 
highest  good  of  the  child.  When  parents  and  friends  visit  the 
school  and  invite  the  teacher  to  their  homes,  the  school  and  the 
home  become  better  acquainted  and  so  better  able  to  work  in 
common.  Teachers  and  pupils  are  encouraged  when  people 
show  their  interest  by  visiting  the  schools.  The  Superin- 
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tendent  is  usually  in  the  grammar  room  for  an  hour  after 
the  close  of  school  on  Monday.  He  would  be  pleased  to 
welcome  parents  and  friends,  whether  they  come  with  blame 
or  with  praise,  to  seek  information  or  to  give  it,  or  simply  to 
talk  over  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  schools  or  of 
the  individual  pupil. 

The  committee  appointed  to  have  charge  of  the  erection  of 
a  new  school  building  for  the  East  school  have  attended  to  their 
duties  vety  efficiently,  with  the  result  that  a  well-built,  well  ap¬ 
pointed  building  has  been  provided  at  a  moderate  cost.  In  ap¬ 
pearance  it  is  a  credit  to  the  town.  There  are  at  present  twenty- 
one  pupils  in  the  school.  It  is  probable  that  that  part  of  the 
town  may  increase  in  population,  the  distance  to  Mendon  village 
is  too  great  for  small  children  to  be  comfortably  transported  and 
it  is  probably  a  wise  step  which  the  town  has  taken  in  providing 
a  school  building  in  the  east  neighborhood. 

The  next  need  which  confronts  the  town  is  better  school 
rooms  at  the  Center.  At  this  writing  the  Primary  has  a  score  of 
pupils  in  excess  of  the  number  that  it  can  comfortably  accommo¬ 
date.  If  every  voter  in  the  town  were  obliged  to  spend  one  win¬ 
ter’s  day  in  that  room  with  its  forty  or  fifty  pupils  something 
would  be  immediately  done  to  provide  more  healthful  quarters 
for  those  little  children.  If  any  more  children  move  into  town 
requiring  primary  school  instruction,  another  room  will  have  to 
be  provided,  for  there  isn’t  space  to  put  in  another  seat.  It 
may  seem  a  hard  thing  to  ask  for  another  school  building 
immediately,  but,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  until  the  present  year 
Mendon  has  expended  nothing  for  new  school  houses  during  the 
last  thirty  years,  it  is  not  strange  that  so  much  needs  doing  at 
this  time.  Should  the  town  erect  a  new  building  at  the  Center, 
the  expense  could  be  distributed  over  future  years  in  such  a  way 
as  to  make  those  most  directly  benefited  share  the  burden  of  pay¬ 
ment. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  school  com¬ 
mittee,  teachers  and  pupils  for  the  good  will  and  helpful  spirit 
which  has  been  shown  the  superintendent ;  also  to  all  those  who, 
by  their  interest  and  advice  have  encouraged  and  strengthened  the 
cause  of  education  in  our  midst. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  E.  SHERMAN. 


THE  SUPERINTENDENT’S  DUTIES. 


The  State  Board  of  Education  has  defined  the  work  of  a 
superintendent  of  schools  as  follows  : — 

DUTIES  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  duties  that  usually  fall  to  the  superintendent  are  suf¬ 
ficiently  indicated  by  the  following  heads  : — 

1 .  Planning  courses  of  study. 

2.  Selecting  and  recommending  text-books,  apparatus,  etc. 

3.  Examining  and  nominating  teachers. 

4.  Inspecting  the  schools. 

5.  Guiding  the  teachers  personally  in  their  work  and  study. 

6.  Conducting  teachers’  meetings. 

7.  And,  in  general,  serving  as  the  professional  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  interests  of  the  schools  and  as  the  executive  officer  of 
the  school  committee. 


BRIEF  EXTRACTS  FROM  EDUCATIONAL  LAWS. 

1.  All  children  between  7  and  14,  unless  sick,  feeble¬ 
minded,  at  an  approved  private  school,  or  otherwise  instructed 
in  branches  required  by  law,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  School 
Committee,  must  attend  the  public  school  during  the  entire  time 
of  each  school  year.  Penalty  to  parent  or  guardian  for  failure 
in  attendance  for  five  days’  sessions  within  any  period  of  six 
months,  $20. 

2.  No  child  under  14  can  be  employed  “  in  any  factory, 
workshop  or  mercantile  establishment.”  “  No  such  child  shall 
be  employed  in  any  work  performed  for  wages  or  other  com¬ 
pensation  ”  during  the  hours  when  the  public  school  is  in  session 
nor  before  six  o’clock  in  the  morning  or  after  seven  in  the 
evening. 

3.  No  child  under  16  can  be  employed  in  any  factory, 
workshop  or  mercantile  establishment  without  a  certificate  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Schools.  He  must  present  an  employ¬ 
ment  ticket  from  the  person  who  wishes  to  employ  him,  on  ap¬ 
plying  for  a  certificate.  The  father,  if  living  and  a  resident, 
must  sign  the  certificate  of  age ;  if  not,  the  mother ;  if  neither, 
the  guardian. 

4.  Children  between  14  and  16  must  either  attend  school 
or  be  regularly  employed. 
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5-  Children  must  be  vaccinated  before  attending  school 
but  a  certificate  from  a  regular  physician,  saying  a  child  is  an 
unfit  subject  for  vaccination,  allows  attendance. 

No  child  can  attend  school  from  a  household  in  which  there 
is  a  case  of  smallpox,  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever  or  measles,  or 
from  a  household  exposed  to  a  contagion  from  a  household  as 
aforesaid.  Two  weeks  after  the  death,  removal  or  recovery  of 
the  patient  in  a  case  of  the  first  three  mentioned,  or  three  days 
after  in  a  case  of  measles,  the  child  may  return  on  presentation 
of  a  certificate  from  the  attending  physician  or  from  the  board  ol 
health. 

6.  “  The  last  regular  session  prior  to  Memorial  Day,  or  a 
portion  thereof,  shall  be  devoted  to  exercises  of  a  patriotic  na¬ 
ture.” 

7.  A  United  States  flag  not  less  than  four  feet  in  length 
shall  be  displayed  on  the  schoolhouse  grounds  or  building  every 
school  day,  when  the  weather  will  permit,  and  on  the  inside  ol 
the  schoolhouse  on  other  school  days. 

8.  A  written  excuse  stating  cause  of  absence,  and  signed 
by  parent  or  guardian,  must  be  presented  by  the  pupil  on  his  re¬ 
turn  to  school. 


TEACHERS,  SEPTEMBER  1900. 


SCHOOL. 

TEACHER. 

WHERE  FITTED. 

SALARY. 

High, 

Wm.  G.  Park, 

Wesleyan  University. 

$500  00 

Grammar, 

Mary  A.  Peffers, 

Bridgewater  Normal. 

432  00 

Primary, 

Mary  E.  Dudley, 

Mendon  High. 

378  00 

North, 

Ruth  B.  Cornwell, 

Friends  School. 

324  00 

East, 

Lillian  F.  Porter, 

Newburyp’t  Training. 

324  00 

Albeeville, 

Alma  A.  Seavey, 

Framingham  Normal. 

288  00 

r3 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1900-1901. 


FALL  TERM. 

WINTER 

;  TERM. 

SPRING 

TERM. 

Lower 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

Schools  36 
weeks. 

Sept.  10 
1900. 

Dec.  21 

Dec.  31 

Mar.  8 
1901. 

Mar.  25 

June  14 

High  School 
40  weeks. 

Sept.  4 
1900. 

Dec.  21 

Dec.  31 

Mar.  15 
1901. 

Mar.  25 

June  21 

HOLIDAYS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Labor  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Friday  following,  Wash¬ 
ington’s  Birthday,  Patriots’  Day  and  Memorial  Day.  Recess  of 
one  week  at  Thanksgiving  lor  lower  schools. 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1901-1902. 


FALL  TERM. 

WINTER  TERM. 

SPRING 

TERM. 

Lower 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

Schools  36 
weeks. 

Sept.  9 
1901 

Dec.  20 

Dec.  30 

Mar.  7 
1902 

Mar.  24 

June  13 

High  School 
40  weeks. 

Sept.  3 
1901 

Dec.  20 

Dec.  30 

Mar.  14 
1902 

Mar.  24 

June  20 

HOLIDAYS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Labor  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Friday  following,  and 
Memorial  Day.  Recess  of  one  week  at  Thanksgiving  for  lower 
schools. 


SCHOOL  REGISTER  STATISTICS,  SEPT.  1899  TO  JUNE  1900. 
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School  Census  Statistics,  Sept.  1900 : 

Number  of  children  in  town  between  5  and  15,  .  77  66  143 

Number  of  children  in  town  between  7  and  14, .  54  46  100 

Population  of  the  town,  census  of  1900, .  911 


l5 


COURSE  OF  STUDY  IN  THE  MENDON  HIGH 
SCHOOL. 


First  Year. 

Algebra . 

English  History. 

English  or  Latin  Grammar. 

Second  Year. 

Geometry. 

French. 

Book-keeping  and  Arithmetic,  or  Caesar. 

Third  Year. 

Physics. 

French. 

Physical  Geography  (first  half), 

United  States  History  (second  half  ), 

Fourth  Year. 

General  History. 

Rhectoric  (first  quarter) . 

English  Literature  (three  quarters). 

Civil  Polity  (first  half  ) ,  )  r 

Commercial  Law  (second  half),  j 

Two  recitation  periods  a  week  throughout  the  course  is  de¬ 
voted  by  each  pupil  to  English  composition,  one  to  news  of  the 
day  and  one  to  rhetoricals. 

A  general  exercise  each  day  is  devoted  to  reviews  of  gram¬ 
mar  school  subjects,  including  spelling  and  mental  arithmetic,  or 
to  lessons  in  temperance,  music  or  drawing. 

The  work  of  the  year  is  divided  into  quarters  of  ten  weeks 
each. 

Alternates :  Third  and  fourth  year  Latin  and  its  third  and 
fourth  year  equivalents  in  the  English  course. 


|  or  Cicero. 


Vergil,  etc. 
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MENDON 

HIGH  SCHOOL  GRADUATING  EXERCISES. 

Friday,  June  22,  1900. 


PROGRAM. 

Prayer,  Rev.  N.  S.  Hoagland. 

Salutatory  Address,  Florence  Bennett. 

Class  History,  Grace  Ellen  Whiting. 

Class  Poem,  William  Herbert  Driscoll. 

Music,  Mrs.  Lillian  E.  Wood. 

Essay — “  Flowers/’  Eliza  Durkee  Fletcher. 

Class  Will,  Edward  Florence  Driscoll. 

Class  Prophecy,  Annie  Elizabeth  Kinsley. 
Valedictory  Address,  Carrie  Beal. 

Music,  Mrs.  Wood. 

Address,  Rev.  Charles  F.  Dole. 

Presentation  of  Diplomas,  Supt.  E.  E.  Sherman. 


CLASS  OF  1900. 

Academic  Course. 

Carrie  Beal. 

Florence  Bennett,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
Eliza  Durkee  Fletcher. 

Annie  Elizabeth  Kinsley,  President. 
Edward  Florence  Driscoll. 

William  Herbert  Driscoll,  Vice-President. 

English  Course. 

Grace  Ellen  Whiting. 


Motto  :  Droit  et  avant. 
Colors :  Clover  Pink  and  Green. 
Flower :  Clover. 


ROLL  OF  HONOR. 


The  following  pupils  have  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy  for 
the  time  specified.  The  record  ends  June,  1900: — 

TEN  YEARS— TWO  TERMS. 

Frederick  A.  Snow — High. 


SIX  YEARS— TWO  TERMS. 
Mabel  D.  Snow — Grammar. 


FOUR  YEARS— TWO  TERMS. 
Rose  E.  Snow,  John  J.  Driscoll — Grammar. 

TWO  YEARS— TWO  TERMS. 
Mabel  M.  Taft — Primary. 


TWO  YEARS. 
Charlotte  A.  Snow — Primary. 


ONE  YEAR— TWO  TERMS. 
Carl  M.  Taft — Primary. 


ONE  YEAR— ONE  TERM. 


A.  Everett  Eldridge — North. 
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ONE  YEAR. 
Harold  H.  Eldridge — North. 


WINTER  AND  SPRING  TERMS. 

Philip  M.  Harrington — Primary. 

Flora  M.  Valliquette — Albetville. 


FALL  TERM. 

Grace  Whiting,  Edward  Driscoll,  William  Driscoll,  Lillian 
Freeman,  Anna  Pond,  Oliver  Moores,  Belle  Rhodes,  Caroline 
Wood — High. 

Merle  Brown,  Erie  Gaskill — Grammar. 

FrankS.  Brown,  Carrie  A.  Cromb,  Henry  J.  Wood,  Chas. 
V.  Driscoll,  Herbert  S.  Wood — Primary. 

Nancy  A.  Taft,  Florence  I.  Aldrich,  Abbie  M.  Darling, 
Homer  C.  Darling — North. 

Clara  Barrows,  Eugene  Barrows,  Isabel  Rowe,  Grace 
Thayer,  Lillian  Worthen — East. 


WINTER  TERM. 

Lillian  Freeman — High. 

Catherine  Harrington — Grammar. 

Marion  Lewis,  Isabel  Rowe,  George  Worthen,  Lillian 
Worthen,  Ruth  Worthen — East. 


SPRING  TERM. 

Earle  Lowell,  Anna  Pond — High. 

Merle  Brown,  Berton  Brown,  Mabel  Cromb,  Louise  Cong- 
don —  Grammar. 

Herbert  S.  Wood,  Charles  V.  Driscoll,  Ralph  H.  Gaskill, 
William  A.  Curliss,  Robert  C.  Ferris,  Raymond  Kelley,  Bertha 
E.  Pierson,  Charles  E.  Ferris,  Lois  A.  Congdon,  Carrie  A. 
Cromb — Primary. 

Albert  H.  Scriven — North. 


TOWN  WARRANT 


Worcester ,  ss. — To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
in  the  County  of  Worcester,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon 
qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 
Town  Hall,  in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  fourth  day  of 
March,  next,  punctually  at  io  o’clock,  A.  m.,  to  act  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  articles,  viz  : 

Article  i.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  in  said 
meeting. 

Article  2.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  several  town  offi¬ 
cers  and  committees  and  act  thereon. 

Article  3.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the 
year  ensuing. 

Article  4.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  are  necessary 
to  defray  town  charges,  and  make  appropriations  of  the  same. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  list 
of  jurors  reported  by  the  Selectmen,  or  make  any  alteration  in 
the  same. 

Article  6.  To  see,  what  measures,  if  any,  the  town  will 
adopt  to  secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Treas¬ 
urer  to  hire  money  to  pay  current  expenses  for  the  municipal 
year  commencing  March  4th,  1901,  in  anticipation  of  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  the  taxes. 

Article  8.  To  bring  in  their  ballots  “  Yes”  or  “No”  in 
answer  to  the  question,  “Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town  ?” 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  continue  communica¬ 
tion  by  telephone  with  Milford,  as  security  against  destruction 
by  fire,  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 
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Article  io.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Select¬ 
men,  for  the  town,  to  enter  into  any  agreement  with  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Massachusetts,  by  the  Massachusetts  Highway  Com¬ 
mission  that  said  Board  deems  for  the  interest  of  the  town. 


Article  ii.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  sell  the  school- 
house  and  lot  at  the  West  district,  so-called,  appoint  a  committee 
for  the  same,  or  act  in  any  manner  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  take  any  action  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  sale  of  the  South-end  school-house. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  sell  the  hay 
scales  or  take  any  action  regarding  said  scales. 


And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant,  by  posting  up  at¬ 
tested  copies  theieof  at  each  of  the  following  places  in  said  town, 
seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting,  viz  : — 
At  the  post-office,  and  on  the  guide-board  near  the  school-house 
in  Albeeville,  and  at  the  post-office  in  South  Milford. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  or  Town  Clerk,  before  the 
time  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  nineteenth  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
one. 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

GEORGE  M.  TAFT, 

EDWARD  C.  KINSLEY. 


A  true  copy,  Attest : 


Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


Constable  of  Mendon. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE  VARIOUS 


BOARDS  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS 

OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  JVIENOON, 

INCLUDING  REPORT  OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 

FOR  THE 

Municipal  Year  Ending  March  3,  1902. 

[235TH  ANNUAL  REPORT.] 


MILFORD,  MASS. : 

Cook  &  Sons,  Printers,  Milford,  Mass. 
1902. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT, 


The  undersigned,  Treasurer  of  the  Town  ol  Mendon,  for 
the  municipal  year  ending  March  3,  1902,  respectfully  submits 
an  account  of  his  doings. 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  receiving  the  following 
items,  viz  : — 


To  cash  received  of  the  Treasurer  for  the 

year  ending  March  4,  1901 .  $1,211  59 

To  cash  borrowed  on  two  town  notes .  2,000  00 

44  received  for  use  of  telephone .  52  04 

44  44  of  E.  C.  Kinsley,  janitor  99  50 

44  44  of  State  Treasurer,  Cor¬ 
poration  tax,  balance . 83  92 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  In¬ 
specting  animals . 15  75 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  State 

road  appropriation .  660  00 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  Cor¬ 
poration  tax . 35  82 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  tax . 395  18 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  State 

aid,  Chap.  374,  Acts  of  1899 .  468  00 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  bur¬ 
ial  of  soldier . 35  00 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  In¬ 
come  school  fund  . 738  08 

To  cash  received  of  County  Treasurer, 

Dog  fund . 185  52 

To  cash  received  S.  Warren  Cook,  auc¬ 
tioneer’s  license .  2  00 

To  cash  received  of  J.  A.  George,  2  cop¬ 
ies  Annals . .  5  5° 

To  cash  received  of  H.  C.  Adams,  5  cop¬ 
ies  Proprietors’  Records .  15  00 

To  cash  received  of  Geo.  M.  Taft,  335  ft. 

plank .  6  7° 

To  cash  received  of  Frank  Taft  1-2  cost 

of  blasting  rocks .  37  5° 
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To  cash  received  of  Frank  Taft  for  wall 

at  pond . . . . —  $25  00 

To  cash  received  of  Albert  E.  Southwick, 

butcher’s  license .  .  1  00 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer, 

Street  Railway  tax  .  87  66 

To  cash  received  of  Town  of  Hopedale.....  52  28 
44  44  44  L.  Freeman,  Over¬ 
seer  of  Poor .  75  00 

To  cash  received  of  H.  W.  Gaskill, 

school  house  sold . .  00 

To  cash  received  of  D.  H.  Barnes,  use  of 

hay  scales . * . .  1 1  65 

To  cash  received  of  Geo.  M.  Taft,  Col¬ 
lector  of  Taxes  1898 .  31  86 

To  cash  received  of  Geo.  M.  Taft,  Col¬ 
lector  of  Taxes  1899 .  128  96 

To  cash  received  of  Geo.  M.  Taft,  Col¬ 
lector  of  Taxes  1900 . .  478  95 

To  cash  received  of  Geo.  M.  Taft,  Col¬ 
lector  of  Taxes  1901 . .  6,978  44 


The  Treasurer  credits  himself  with  paying  the  following 
sums,  viz : — 

By  paying  106  town  orders . .  $9,004  13 

44  44  2  town  notes .  2,000  00 

44  44  Interest  on  two  notes .  83  66 

44  4  4  Austin  A.  Taft,  1  note .  500  00 

•  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  Interest  on  3  notes  70  00 

44  44  County  tax .  596  00 

44  4  4  State  tax .  332  50 

4  4  4  4  School  Committee .  923  60 

44  Cash  on  hand  to  bal .  484  n 

- $13,994  00 

By  cash  on  hand  as  Treas.  of  School  Com.  $599  39 


GEO.  M.  TAFT,  Treasurer. 


AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 


Dr. 

To  cash  received  of  Geo.  M.  Taft,  treas¬ 
urer,  for  1899  and  1900,  deposited  in 

Milford  Savings  Bank . .  $1,025  11 

To  cash  received  deposited  in  Worcester 

County  Institution  for  Savings .  421  82 
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To  cash  received,  interest  of  Milford  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank,  to  Oct.  12,  1901 .  $35  75 

To  cash  received,  interest  of  Worcester 
County  Institution  for  Savings  to 

Jan.  1,  1902 .  16  85 

-  $1,499  53 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  7  orders .  $38  00 

44  44  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank..... .  1,022  86 

By  cash  deposited  in  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  Savings .  438  67 

- $M99  53 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  M.  TAFT,  Treasurer. 


SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  expenditures  of  the  town  for  the  municipal  year  ending 
March  3,  1902. 

INCIDENTALS. 

H.  C.  Adams,  insurance  on  tramp  house .  $2  25 

H.  C.  Adams,  insurance  on  other  town  property .  4  70 

L.  Freeman,  map  of  Mass.,  R.  I.  and  Conn. .  1  90 

P.  B.  Murphy,  assessors’  books . 2  35 

H.  M.  Dolbeare,  assessors’  books  .  2  06 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  inspecting  animals .  31  50 

E.  Davenport,  services  in  criminal  case . 1  00 

E.  A.  Jones,  M.  D.,  reporting  seven  births .  1  75 

Amos  Austin,  painting  town  officers’  rooms  and 

building  .  15  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  cash  paid  for  painting  town  officers’ 

rooms  and  building . .  21  32 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  2  copper  extinguishers .  30  00 

E.  A.  Snow,  work  at  old  cemetery,  lumber  and  re¬ 
pairs  at  tramp  house .  1 1  56 

Abbott  A.  Jenkins,  services  in  criminal  case  .  23  40 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  repairs  at  town  hall .  1  50 

E.  A.  Snow,  grading  and  concreting  at  East  school 

house  building .  43  55 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  stock  and  material  for  town  offi¬ 
cers’  rooms .  14  84 

A.  C.  Eldredge,  painting  town  hall  building  and  fence  128  00 

E.  E.  Cook,  damages  to  team .  5  00 

Cenedella  Bros.,  for  blasting  rock  near  pond  .  75  00 

D.  H.  Barnes,  services  July  3  and  4 .  2  00 

Frank  Taft,  1-2  bridge  work  near  A.C.  Cook’s  house  45  19 

Norris  &  Staples,  work  at  watering  trough .  75 

Sherborne  Bros.  Ex.,  labor  of  repairing  ballot  box 

and  express .  . . .  20  90 

E.  A.  Snow,  to  labor  on  lockup . .  55 

Frank  Taft,  work  near  M.,  A.  &  W.  street  railway  146  84 
A.  C.  Eldredge,  painting  tramp  house  .  15  00 
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C.  B.  Williams,  work  on  road  at  Mendon  pond .  $16  oo 

George  Farrar,  44  44  44  44  44  1,4  4  72 

John  C.  Wood,  44  44  44  44  44  44  1  05 

R.  C.  Fish,  reporting  7  births .  1  75 

Leland  &  Son,  building  225  feet  of  double-faced  wall 

at  Nipmuck  pond,  at  $1  per  foot .  225  00 

L.  Freeman,  carbolic  acid  and  vaseline . .  1  20 

Wm.  Daley,  expenses  in  smallpox  cases .  39  00 

Wm.  Daley,  watching  fire  at  E.  H.  Taft’s .  3  00 

E.  C.  Barry,  work  and  services  of  T.  B.  Driscoll  at 

fire . 3  65 

Wm.  L.  Munsell,  watching  fire  at  E.  H.  Taft’s .  3  00 

L.  E.  Taft,  fumigating  in  case  of  scarlet  fever .  3  50 

H.  C.  Adams,  insurance  policy,  tramp  house .  2  25 

H.  M.  Curtis,  coal  for  fire  department  .  7  00 

Emery  &  Wood,  returning  13  deaths . .  3  25 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  use  of  room  and  care  of  fire  for  en¬ 
gine  .  16  00 

D.  H.  Barnes,  use  of  telephone  to  Mar.  1,  1902 .  55  00 


$1,033  28 

AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND 
Cash  paid  out  on  7  orders .  $38  00 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Chas.  H.  Allen,  auditor  for  1900 .  $6  00 

E.  A.  Snow,  lockup  keeper .  5  00 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  assessor  for  1901 .  45  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  assessor,  copying  and  express .  56  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  services  at  state  election .  3  00 

W.  S.  Wilcox,  assessor  and  preparing  duplicate  val¬ 
uation  . 48  75 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  ballot  clerk  at  state  election .  2  00 

Arthur  V.  Pond,  ballot  clerk  at  state  election .  2  00 

Chas.  I.  Barnes,  constable . 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  Collector  of  Taxes,  1898 .  65  00 

Edward  C.  Kinsley,  services  as  selectman,  registrar 

and  health  officer . . ..  35  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  services  as  selectman,  registrar  and 

use  of  team . 40  00 

Edward  C.  Kinsley,  watching  fire,  night  of  July  3d 

and  4th,  and  work  at  monument .  5  70 
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F.  M.  Aldrich,  fire  warden,  labor  and  cash  paid  out  $14  26 

Geo.  M.  Taft, treasurer  for  year  ending  March  3 .  50  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  services  as  selectman,  registrar  and 
cash  paid  out,  expenses  to  Boston  on  road  mat¬ 
ters  . . . . .  57  25 

E.  L.  Smith,  sealing  hay  scales  and  services  as  fire 

warden . . .  4  25 

H.  C.  Adams,  returning  deaths,  marriages  and  births, 

services  as  registrar  and  cash  paid .  46  19 


$485  40 


PRINTING. 


Cook  &  vSons . 

Tax  bills . 

Vaccination  notices 


60  00 

3  50 
2  80 


$66  30 


TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 
Three  orders . . 


165  00 


CARE  AND  SUPPLIES  OF  TOWN  HALL. 
Edward  C.  Kinsley,  care  of  hall  to  April  1,  1901,  and 


cash  paid  out . . .  98  24 

P.  S.  Coffin,  wood . .  2  50 

H.  M.  Curtiss,  coal  for  town  hall .  . . .  34  65 

Lutheria  M.  Alger,  cleaning  town  hall .  4  57 

H.  M  Curtiss,  coal  for  town  hall .  7  00 


$146  96 


SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS,  SCHOOL  BOOKS  AND 
INCIDENTALS. 

Paid  School  Committee .  $2,975  00 


SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 


Paid  Overseers  of  Poor. 


$965  00 
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SOLDIERS’  RELIEF,  CHAP.  447,  ACTS  OF  1890. 
Malinda  W.  Cummings  [to  Uxbridge] .  $8  00 

STATE  AID  TO  PENSIONERS  UNDER  CHAPTER  374, 
ACTS  OF  1899. 

Joanna  Curley .  $48 

Malinda  W.  Cummings .  48 

Rufus  Hazard .  48 

George  W.  Scisco . 48 

Waterman  Taft . 48 

Annette  L.  Weatherhead  . 48 

Stephen  H.  Scisco . 24 

Eliza  A.  Munsell . 48 

Sarah  Gifford .  48 

John  S.  McDonald .  32 

Sylvester  Moores . 40 

Nathaniel  Sweet . 8 

$488  00 

HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR. 

Frank  Taft,  for  repairing  roads .  $1,800  00 

Old  snow  bill .  31  45 

$1,831  45 

STATE  ROAD  APPROPRIATION. 

Paid  Frank  Taft  for  work  and  gravel.... .  $7QI  82 

SWAN  BRIDGE. 

Paid  Frank  Taft  for  work  and  lumber  for  bridge .  $92  55 

Z.  C.  Field,  timber  for  bridge .  45  37 

$137  92 


888888888888 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  SELLING  SCHOOL  HOUSE. 
To  cash  received  of  Albert  E.  Southwick 


for  school  house  and  lot .  .  $87  50 

By  cash  paid  : — 

Julius  A.  George,  writing  of  deed .  $  50 

Erwin  A.  Snow,  services .  2  00 

Cook  &  Sons,  auction  bills .  2  00 

S.  Warren  Cook,  auctioneer .  5  00 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  surveying  lot .  2  00 

Check .  76  00 


$87  50  $87  50 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  for  Committee. 


RECAPITULATION. 

Incidentals .  $1,033  2& 

Town  officers . 485  40 

Roads  and  bridges .  1,800  00 

State  roads .  701  82 

Snow  bills . 31  45 

Swan’s  bridge . 137  92 

Printing . 66  30 

Taft  Public  Library .  165  00 

Town  Hall .  146  96 

Schools . 2975  00 

Poor . 965  00 

Chapter  447,  Acts  of  1890,  M.  W.  Cummings .  8  00 

“  374^  “  i899 .  488  00 


$9,004  13 


The  selectmen  report  that  the  available  assets  of 
are  as  follows  : — 

Due  from  Uxbridge,  chapter  447,  Acts  1890 . 

“  M.,  A.  &  W.,  Street  Railway  Co . 

“  collector  of  taxes,  1899 . . 


“  4*  “  1901 . „ . 

“  state  aid  to  soldiers, Chapter  374,  Acts  1899 

to  Jan.  1,  1902 . . 

Due  from  state  aid  to  soldiers  to  March  1,  1902 . 

u  state  treasurer,  balance  corporation  tax . 

Cash  in  hands  of  treasurer . .. . . . 


the  town 

$  8  00 

146  84 
18  84 

273  5o 
895  69 

480  00 
84  00 

37  86 
484  I  I 


Total,  $2,428  84 


IO 


The  liabilities  of  the  town,  so  far  as  known,  are  as  follows ; 


Outstanding  bills  estimated .  $200  00 

Due  town  officers,  estimated .  215  00 

“  Austin  A.  Taft,  2  notes,  schoolhouse  loan  .  1,000  00 

“  Milford  Savings  Bank,  1  note . . .  1,000  00 


$2,415  00 

Net  balance  in  favor  of  town .  13  84 

$2,428  84 


LIST  OF  JURORS. 


John  L.  Davenport, 
George  R.  Ford, 
Charles  H.  Allen, 
Moses  U.  Gaskill, 
Henry  M.  Goldth waite, 
Clarence  A.  Taft, 
Samuel  W.  Wood, 


Edward  L.  Smith, 
Erwin  A.  Snow, 
Daniel  H.  Barnes, 
John  M.  Towne, 
Edward  A.  Whiting, 
Thomas  F.  Kelley, 
Luther  W.  Holbrook. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

EDWARD  C.  KINSLEY, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 


The  Highway  Surveyor  submits  the  following  report  for  the 
year  ending  March  3,  1902. 

He  debits  himself  with  cash  on  24  orders .  $2,116  03 

He  credits  himself  by  paying  the  following  bills  : — 


Charles  B.  Williams,  for  labor  with  teams. 
L.  E.  Wheeler,  44  44  44  44 

W.  T.  Claflin,  44  4  4  4  4 

John  M.  Towne,  4  4  4  4  on  repairs 

Dennis  Kelley,  4  4  4  4  4  ‘  44 

Thomas  H.  Peirce,  4  4  4  4  4  4  44 

Clarence  Moores,  4  4  44  4  4  4  k 

Henry  Moores,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4 

Harry  Cooke  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4 

Harry  Taft,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4 

Jarvis  Thayer,  4  4  44  4  4  4  4 

Jesse  Esty,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4 

Arthur  Esty,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4 

Alderman  C.  Cook,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4 

Milo  Gaskill,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4 

Waterman  Taft,  4‘  4  4  44  4  4 

Joseph  Scrivens,  4  4  4  4  4  4  44 

E.  L.  Cooke,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4 

Charles  Gould,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4 

Carlton  Scott,  4  4  4  4  4  4  44 

Lewis  L.  Wood,  4  4  4  4  ,  4  4  4 

Timothy  Curley,  4  4  4  4  44  4  4 

Walter  Gaskill,  4  4  4  4  44  “ 

John  C.  Wood,  4  4  44  44  4  4 

Andre  Southwick,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4 

Frank  Taft,  as  highway  surveyor . 

N.  H.  Scott,  for  gravel . 

F.  Melvin  Burr,  4  4  4  4  . 

Irvin  Barrows,  4  4  4  4  . 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  4  4  4  4  . 

Adrian  Scott,  44  4  4  . . 

Elizabeth  O.  Wood,  4  4  4  4  . 

A.  D.  Davenport,  44  “  . 


$374  40 

1 21  00 
16  00 
216  74 
210  87 
41  65 
"7  78 
29  50 

34  12 
10  °5 
80  75 
*5  25 

1  75 

3  30 
r3  30 

4  10 

2  25 

3  15 

50 

7  00 
2  00 


9  75 

1  00 

2  25 
2  00 

364  92 
2  00 
1  28 
6  24 

5  32 

H  48 

6  08 


1  5 2 
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Frank  Bemis,  for  gravel .  $  6  64 

Frank  H.  Wood,  44  44  5  04 

Muriel  A.Wheelock,  44  44  3  20 

Lewis  B.  Gaskill,  44  k4  . 13  12 

Mrs.  H.  F.  Pond,  4  4  4  4  .  23  84 

George  M.  Taft,  4  4  4  4  1  76 

Mary  M.  Dudley,  4  4  4  4  .  10  64 

P.  P.  Cook,  44  bridge  planks .  7  25 

Francis  F.  Taft,  4  4  4  4  timber, .  5  25 

O.  B.  Young,  4  4  4  4  4  4  1  50 

J.  E.  Camp,  44  repairing  bridge  .  10  28 

Milford  &  Uxbridge  Street  Railway,  repairing  bridge  20  00 

Curley  &  Ahern,  for  repairing  bridge .  50  37 

H.  H.  Lent,  for  guide  boards .  2  50 

R.  Folger,  for  printing  and  painting .  3  75 

George  M.  Taft,  for  blasting  on  Uxbridge  road .  37  50 

George  M.  Taft,  for  part  payment  for  wall  at  Men- 

don  pond .  .  25  00 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies .  28  90 

D.  H.  Barnes,  44  40 

J.  Allen  Rice,  44  60 

M.  J.  Reynolds  44  20 

Williams  &  Williams,  advice . . .  1  00 

Jesse  A.  Taft,  44  .  2  00 

E.  C.  Barry,  repairs... . .  8  15 

$i,99r  19 

Cash  on  hand  ......  .  . .  84 


$2,002  03 

SNOW  BILLS. 

March  14,  1901. 

Frank  Taft,  labor  on  snow  .  $12  50 

John  M.  Towne  4  4  4  4  4  4  . - 4  §0 

I.  O.  Rhodes  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  80 

Edward  Cook  4  4  4  4  4  4  1  60 

Luther  Holbrook  44  44  44  .  .  5° 

Dennis  Kelley  44  4  4  4  4  3  §0 

Liberty  Freeman,  cash  paid  out .  2  00 

Darius  Henry,  labor  on  snow .  2  00 


$32  00 

Cash  left  over .  55 


$3!  45 


x3 

SWAN’S  BRIDGE. 

Rupert  T.  Bates,  for  bridge  plank .  $44  70 

E.  C.  Barry,  “  “  irons  .  4  35 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  for  poles  and  posts . . .  5 

Frank  Taft,  for  labor .  10 

Chas.  Allen  “  “  . .  12 

John  M.  Towne,  for  labor .  7 

Dennis  Kelley  “  “  .  7 

C.  B.  Williams  “  u  .  2 


$92  55 

Team  work . $54°  4° 

Appropriation  for  general  repairs .  $1,800  00 

Amount  expended  for  general  repairs .  $1,800  00 

“  “  “  clearing  road  of  snow .  31  45 

Received  from  the  selectmen,  for  labor  on  the  Mil¬ 
ford,  Woonsocket  &  Attleboro  St.  Ry.  Co.’s 

road .  146  84 

Received  from  the  Selectmen,  as  half  payment  for 

bridge  by  A.  C.  Cook’s  barn . 45  19 

Amount  expended  on  Swan’s  bridge .  92  55 


$2,116  03 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  TAFT, 

Highway  Surveyor. 

Feb.  15,  1902. 


8  8  £.8  8  8 


COLLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Dr. 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  18,  1901 .  $23  49 

Interested  received .  8  47 

-  $.V  96 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $31  96 

GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1898. 


Dr 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  18,  1901 .  $157  86 

Interest  received .  13  14 

-  $171  00 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $128  96 

Abatements .  23  20 

Balance  uncollected .  18  84 

-  $171  00 


GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1899. 


Dr. 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  15,  1901 .  $766  37 

Interest  received .  24  74 

- $791  1 1 
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Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer  . . .  $478  95 

Abatements .  38  86 

Balance  uncollected,  Feb.  15,  1902 .  273  50 

GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes, 


Dr. 

To  taxes,  committed  for  collection .  $7,821  54 

Extra  assessment .  42  93 

Interest  received .  34  22 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer . .  $6,978  44 

Abatements .  24  56 

Balance  uncollected,  Feb.  15,  1902 .  895  69 


GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes, 


$79r  11 
1900. 


$7,898  69 


$7,898  69 
1901 . 


Mendon,  Feb.  15,  1902. 


REPORT  OF  THE  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  3,  1902  : 

John  W.  Barry,  Dennis  Holland,  Edna  Allen,  Edna 
French,  Annie  J.  Bates,  Abram  P.  Scribner,  John  B.  Mellen, 
(having  a  settlement  in  Mendon,)  Alice  W.  Staples,  (belonging 
to  Hopedale,)  Geo.  Farrar  and  family,  (to  Northbridge,) 
William  James  Phillips,  (a  state  charge,)  have  been  wholly  or 
partially  supported. 

The  Overseers  charge  themselves  with  the  receipt  of  the 
following  named  funds,  belonging  to  the  town : 

Balance  on  hand  . .  $  33  42 

Ten  town  orders  .  965  00 

Town  of  Hopedale,  support  of  Alice  W.  Staples .  34  28 


$1,032  70 

The  Overseers  credit  themselves  with  paying  the  following 
amounts  : 

For  support  of  : — 

JohnW.  Barry .  $169  46 

Dennis  Holland .  169  46 

Edna  Allen  .  150  00 

Edna  French .  21  00 

Annie  J.  Bates .  2  50 

Abram  P.  Scribner .  208  00 

John  B.  Mellen  . 58  00 

Alice  W.  Staples . 88  24 

Geo.  Farrar  .  5  00 

William  J.  Phillips .  4  00 

Erwin  A.  Snow,  care  of  372  tramps .  55  80 

44  44  44  Sundries . .  90 

4  4  4  4  4  4  wood  for  tramp  house .  8  00 

4  4  4  4  4  4  extra  expense  1  tramp .  1  00 

4  4  4  4  4  4  stove  and  furniture .  1  30 

A.  V.  G.  Pond,  wood  for  lockup . .  1  50 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  4  4  44  4  4  . .  4  00 

P.  P.  Cook  4  4  4  4  4  4  .  4  75 
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G.  P.  Walcott,  3  comforters .  $  3  00 

Geo.  R.  Ford,  services .  6  00 

Liberty  Freeman . . .  37  50 

Cash  on  hand  to  balance .  33  29 


$1,032  70 


From  the  whole  amount  paid  for  the  support  of  the 

poor .  $999  41 

Deduct  what  was  due  for  the  support  of  the  poor  to 

March  4,  1901 . 126  30 

$873  11 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  Alice  W. 

Staples  . ? .  $88  24 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  George 

Farrar . . 5  00 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  William  J. 

Phillips . 4  00 

-  97  24 


$775  87 


Add  what  will  be  due  for  support  of  the  poor,  to 

March  3,  1902 .  134  00 

Cost  of  supporting  the  poor  for  the  year  ending - 

March  3,  1902 .  $909  87 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 
GEORGE  R.  FORD, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


Mendon,  Feb.  17,  1902. 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK. 


DOGS  REGISTERED  IN  1901. 


86  male  dogs .  $172  00 

10  female  dogs .  50  00 

-  $222  00 

Registration  fees .  $19  20 

Paid  County  Treasurer . 201  00 

Cash  on  hand .  1  80 


-  $222  00 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1901. 


DATE  OF 
BIRTH. 
1901. 

Feb.  2, 
Feb.  8, 
Feb.  22, 
Feb.  23, 
Mar.  14, 
Mar.  29, 
Apr.  4, 
Apr.  14, 
May  21, 

May  22, 
May  31, 
July  23, 
July  23, 
July  31, 
Aug.  5, 
Aug.  30, 
Sept.  1, 
Sept.  8, 


Oct.  12, 
Nov.  27, 
Nov.  27, 


NAME  OF  CHILD. 


PARENTS. 


William  Henry  Leach, 
Marion  Bouchard, 

Martha  Caroline  Lowell, 
Helen  Amanda  Taft, 
Hazel  Josephine  Stenson, 
Charles  Cole  Towne, 
Esther  Eldredge, 

Ernest  Robert  Goss, 
Albert  E.  Southwick, 

Stella  May  Henry, 

Odina  May  Yallequette, 
Chester  Albert  Gaskill, 
Carleton  Proctor  Gaskill, 
Margaret  Hoagland, 


William  H.  and  Nellie  Leach. 
Ozias  and  Emma  Bouchard. 
Freeman  C.  and  J. Grace  Lowell. 
George  M.  and  Emma  A.  Taft. 
Joseph  H.  and  Nellie  T.  Stenson. 
John  M.  and  Kate  M.  Towne, 
Alfred  C.  and  Leaphie  Eldredge. 
Charles  B.and  Corinne  F.  Goss. 
Albert  E.  and  Harriet  F.  South- 
[wick. 

Darius  D.  and  Susan  Henry. 
John  and  Odina  Yallequette. 
Milo  A.  and  Ethel  M.  Gaskill. 
Milo  A.  and  Ethel  M.  Gaskill. 
Napoleon  S.  and  Julia  Hoagland. 
Isabelle  Louise  Harrington, Mich.  T.  and  Mary  J. Harrington. 


Horace  Merrick  Thayer, 
Grace  Willian  Barrows, 
Clayton  Ellis  Parkinson, 

Muriel  Ernestine  Tucker, 
Ralph  Rittmann  Cook, 
Beatrice  Fleming. 


George  E.  and  Minnie  F.Thayer 
Frank  E.  and  Ellen  E.  Barrows. 
Geo.  A.  and  Beatrice  A.  Parkin- 

[son. 

Ernest  L.  and  Alice  Tucker. 
Lyman  and  Wilhelmine  Cook. 
Charles  P.  and  Julia  E.  Fleming. 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1901. 


DATE  OF 
MARRIAGE. 

1901. 

January  1, 
January  24, 
May  29, 
August  24, 
November  4, 


NAME  OF  GROOM  AND  BK1DE.  RESIDENCE. 


James  E.  Sprague, 
Mary  E.  Southwiek. 
Joseph  Brown, 

Annie  Dunford, 
Harrison  Warren  Gay, 
Miranda  Emma  Hill. 
John  Lucas, 

Grace  Elmy  Horton, 
John  Hoggarth, 

Sarah  Frances  Towne, 


Lincoln,  R.  I. 
Mendon. 

Mendon. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
Hopedale,  Mass. 
Mendon. 
Uxbridge,  Mass. 
Uxbridge,  Mass. 
Mendon. 

Worcester,  Mass. 


DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1901. 


DATE  OF  DEATH. 

1901. 

NAME. 

Y. 

AGE. 

M. 

D. 

Jan.  19. 

Semantha  Lucy  Coleman, 

67 

9 

19 

Mar.  1. 

Mary  A.  Quigley, 

60 

— 

— 

Mar.  7. 

Sarah  Angeline  French, 

30 

10 

15 

Mar.  9. 

Edward  Dudley, 

71 

2 

22 

Apr.  10. 

Carrie  Beal, 

18 

11 

7 

Apr.  10. 

Albert  W.  Ham, 

82 

3 

16 

Apr.  11. 

Samuel  F.  Gardner, 

71 

1 

16 

Apr.  29. 

William  Henry  Leach, 

— 

2 

28 

May  10. 

Melissa  Blanchard  George, 

34 

8 

13 

June  22. 

Aldrich  Barton  Cook, 

81 

9 

— 

June  27. 

William  R.  Warner, 

75 

2 

27 

Aug.  10. 

Jennie  Rooney, 

30 

— 

— 

Sept.  13. 

Mary  T.  Rawson, 

60 

7 

10 

Sept.  26. 

Robert  J.  Ferris, 

63 

— 

— 

Sept.  29. 

Richard  William  Odium, 

23 

3 

25 

Oct.  30. 

Paul  Aldrich  Wheeler, 

80 

3 

20 

Nov.  7. 

David  Fisher  Holbrook, 

60 

10 

5 

Dec.  20. 

Abigail  Bennett, 

84 

11 

16 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

Town  Clerk. 


Mendon,  Feb.  15,  1902. 


TWENTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


TRUSTEES  OF  TAET  PUBLIG  LIBRARY. 


The  Trustees  submit  the  following  report : 

The  board  reorganized  April  20,  1901.  Miss  Annie  E. 
Kinsley  has  served  the  town  satisfactorily  as  librarian  the 
past  year  and  has  been  engaged  for  another  year.  Her  report  is 
submitted  herewith.  The  books  were  examined  February  3, 
current,  and  found  accounted  for  and  in  satisfactory  condition. 
Seven  books  have  been  destroyed,  or  condemned,  from  fear  of 
infection.  The  library  was  reopened  February  8,  1902. 

During  1901  three  copies  of  the  Annals  of  Mendon  were 

sold. 

The  Legislature  of  1900  authorized  the  Mass.  Free  Public 
Library  Commission  to  supply  free  public  libraries,  in  towns 
whose  valuation  did  not  exceed  six  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
with  books,  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars.  The  Trustees 
of  this  library  made  application  for  such  gift  and  the  commission 
granted  it,  sending  us  in  October,  1901,  45  volumes,  value 
$41.09,  and  placing  to  our  credit  $58.91,  to  be  delivered  at  some 
future  time.  The  Trustees  would  call  attention  to  the  books 
already  received  from  this  source.  They  are  largely  historical 
and  biographical  and  are  especially  valuable  to  the  scholars  in 
our  public  schools. 

The  Messages  and  Papers  of  Presidents,  given  by  Mr.  Hay¬ 
ward,  are  costly  works,  that  will  be  appreciated  by  students  of 
political  history.  The  works  on  Art  and  kindred  studies,  given 
by  Mrs.  George,  are  a  welcome  addition  to  that  department. 

The  thanks  of  the  citizens  are  tendered  to  all  who  have 
contributed  books  or  magazines  of  any  kind,  to  the  library  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  year. 

The  trustees  recommend  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  library  the  ensuing 
year. 

JULIUS  A.  GEORGE, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

FRANK  H.  WOOD, 

ELMER  E.  SHERMAN. 

Trustees  of  Taft  Public  Library. 


Mendon,  Feb.  15,  1902. 
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To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library: — 

The  Library  was  reopened  Feb.  9,  1901,  for  the  delivery 
of  books. 

The  total  number  of  books  given  out  by  the  Library  during 
the  year  was  4,600.  The  largest  delivery  any  Saturday  was 
1 16;  the  smallest  number  61.  Average  90. 

The  delivery  by  divisions  was  as  follows  :  Agriculture  1  ; 
biography  67  ;  documents  3  ;  fiction  3,877  ;  history  75  ;  poetry 
51  ;  miscellaneous  61  ;  periodicals  326;  religion  13;  science  73; 
travels  53. 

The  total  number  of  books  in  the  Library  is  4,339,  186  hav¬ 
ing  been  added  the  past  year.  Of  these  186  volumes,  94  have 
been  purchased  by  the  town  and  92  contributed. 

One  was  given  by  E.  E.  Sherman;  one  by  Massachusetts 
society  for  promoting  Agriculture ;  7  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth;  3  by  Mrs.  H.  W.  Brown;  8  unbound  volumes 
bv  J.  A.  George,  which  have  since  been  bound;  1  by  the  Inter¬ 
state  Commission ;  2  by  United  States  Museum;  1  by  Rev. 
Carlton  A.  Staples;  41  by  Massachusetts  Free  Public  Library 
Commission;  10  by  Mr.  Harry  Hayward  of  Uxbridge;  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  1 7  on  Art,  Drawing  and  Painting  by  Mrs.  Melissa  U. 
George. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNIE  E.  KINSLEY,  Librarian. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 

Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Pub¬ 
lic  Library  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  1,  1902. 


Dr. 


Balance  from  1901, . . . : .  $5  45 

Cash  received  on  three  town  orders, .  165  00 

“  u  Annie  E.  Kinsley,  fines  and  cards, .  1  30 


75 


22 


Cr. 

Cash  paid  the  W.  B.  Clarke  Co.  for  books, .  $86  88 

u  44  M.  O.  Withey,  44  44  2  75 

“  u  J.  A.  George,  44  44  3  24 

44  44  A.  H.  H.  Warren  &  Co.  for  binding, .  7  74 

44  44  G.  M.  Billings,  for  paper  and  printing, . ...  10  00 

44  44  M.  U.  Gaskill,  for  wood, . . .  4  00 

4  4  4  4  J.  A.  George,  for  cash  paid, .  ...  1  50 

44  4  4  Annie  E.  Kinsley,  for  services  as  librarian,  5000 

Cash  on  hand, . . .  5  64 

$I7I  75 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS,  Treas. 

Mendon,  Feb.  15,  1902. 


AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  all  the  Town  officers  and 
committees,  who  have  received  or  disbursed  funds  belonging  to 
the  town  for  the  Municipal  year  ending  March  3,  1902,  and 
find  them  correctly  kept  and  with  proper  vouchers. 

NATHAN  R.  GEORGE. 


Mendon,  February  17,  1902. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  MENDON, 

FOR  THE 


SCHOOL  YEAR  1901=’02. 


MILFORD,  MASS. : 

Cook  &  Sons,  Printers,  Journal  Office. 


1902. 


ORGANIZATION  OF 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  1901-1902. 


FRANK  H.  WOOD,  Chairman,  Term  expires  1903 

NAPOLEON  S.  HOAGLAND,  Secretary,  “  “  1904 
LEONARD  E.  TAFT,  “  “  1902 


Superintendent, 
ELMER  E.  SHERMAN. 


Truant  Officers, 

EDWARD  C.  KINSLEY,  LYMAN  COOK, 

ELMER  E.  SHERMAN. 


3GH00L  COMMITTEE  REPORT. 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  : — 

The  report  of  your  School  Committee  for  the  current  year 
is  herewith  presented. 

The  financial  statement  shows  the  receipts  for  the  year 
and  the  expenses  paid.  The  schools  in  the  center  having 
been  closed  three  weeks  in  the  winter  term  on  account  of 
sickness  has  called  for  less  expenditure,  for  the  time  being,  but 
it  will  require  an  additional  outlay  for  the  coming  year  in  order 
to  make  up  the  time  lost.  However,  the  amount  received  from 
the  state  school-fund  has  been  increased  over  $200  more  than 
that  of  the  year  before.  Accordingly  the  appropriation  for  the 
coming  year  may  be  reduced.  Twenty-seven  hundred  dollars  it 
is  thought  will  be  sufficient  and  the  board  recommends  that 
amount. 

Each  year  confirms  the  conviction  of  all  patrons  of  the  Cen¬ 
ter  schools  that  the  paramount  need  of  the  town  is  a  new  school- 
house.  Aside  from  considerations  of  better  educational  facil¬ 
ities  and  more  healthful  conditions  for  the  pupils,  a  new  school 
building  would  speak  as  nothing  else  does  for  the  character  and 
credit  of  the  town.  While  it  would  increase  taxes  slightly,  an 
attractive  and  serviceable  school  building  would  add  to  the  town’s 
resources.  With  the  electric  cars  bringing  thousands  of  people 
through  the  center  and  across  our  borders,  attracted  by  the  beau¬ 
tiful  scenery  and  the  healthful  location,  there  will  be  a  growing 
desire  on  the  part  of  many,  to  become  temporary  or  permanent 
residents  here.  But  the  better  class  of  people,  especially  if  they 
have  children,  will  hesitate  to  locate  where  the  school  facilities 
are  inferior  and  a  menace  to  the  health  of  the  pupils.  Hence  it 
would  seem  that  from  considerations  of  public  welfare  and  pri¬ 
vate  interest  a  new  school  building  is  demanded.  It  is  no  longer 
a  question  as  to  whether  the  town  can  afford  it.  The  real  ques¬ 
tion  now  is  how  long  can  the  town  afford  to  be  without  it  ? 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  Superintendent’s  report  for 
an  outline  of  school  methods  and  aims,  together  with  sugges¬ 
tions  worthy  of  consideration. 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 
Receipts. 


Appropriation .  $2,975  00 

Balance  on  hand .  4  07 

From  state  school  fund .  738  08 

From  state  on  Supt.’s  account .  416  67 

For  desks,  clock  and  stove  sold .  12  00 

Tuition .  35  00 

Dog  tax . 185  52 


Expenditures. 


Teachers’  salaries .  $2,034  5° 

Superintendent .  623  37 

Janitors,  and  care  of  rooms .  97  55 

Fuel  . . . 135  25 

Transportation  . 324  00 

Text-books . 195  25 

Supplies . . .  69  16 

Incidentals . . . ? .  283  87 

Estimate  of  expenses  to  Mar.  1  237  00 


Balance  on  hand,  Mar.  1,  1902, 


Teachers : — 

Adelaide  E.  Flagg,  Primary .  $  10  50 

Mabel  Sherman,  Primary .  120  00 

Mary  E.  Dudley,  Primary . .  178  50 

Mary  E.  Peffers,  Grammar .  360  00 

William  G.  Park,  High .  223  50 

Ruth  B.  Cornwell,  North .  126  00 

Edward  F.  Blood,  High .  264  00 

Alma  S.  Seavey,  Albeeville .  275  00 

Lillian  Porter,  East . . .  297  00 

Edith  Rockwell,  North .  180  00 


Superintendent — 11  payments 


Paid  in  10  payments,  or  school  year  $566  70 
Received  from  state  for  school  year  416  67 


Net  cost  of  Supt.  for  year . ...  $150  03 

Fuel : — 

Edward  H.  Taft,  1  cord  wood .  4  00 

Herbert  Wright,  sawing  and  splitting  2  00 


$4>366  34 


$3 >999  95 
$366  39 


$2,034  5° 
623  37 
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Frank  H.  Wood,  fitting  and  housing  $i  75 
W.  N.  Thompson,  i  cord  oak  wood  5  00 

P.  S.  Coffin,  1  cord  wood .  5  00 

Frank  H.  Wood,  2  cords  wood .  9  00 

Nathan  Daniels,  fitting  and  housing 

same .  3  5° 

E.  H.  Taft,  1-2  cord  hard  wood .  2  50 

Lewis  Bates,  1  1-4  cords  wood .  6  00 

Philip  S.  Coffin,  1  1-4  cords  wood .  7  50 

Harold  Curtis,  41-2  tons  coal .  33  00 

Harold  Curtis,  6  tons  coal . . 56  00 


Transportation : — 

A.  I.  Barrows . . .  174  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft . .  150  00 

Care  of  Rooms  : — 

Janitors — Fred  A.  Snow,  Center. ...  30  00 

Ruth  B.  Cornwell,  North  .  7  00 

Edith  Rockwell,  North  . . .  10  00 

Alma  S.  Seavey,  Albeeville .  16  00 

Lillian  M.  Porter,  East . .  16  50 

Cleaning  Rooms: — 

Lutheria  M.  Alger,  Center .  6  30 

Lutheria  M.  Alger,  Albeeville . .  5  00 

Elizabeth  Head,  North .  5  00 

Mrs.  Sylvester  Cook,  East .  1  25 

Willard  A.  Alger,  chimney  cleaning, 

Albeeville... .  50 


Text  Books : — 

Edward  E.  Babb  &  Co . 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co . 

Ginn  &  Co . 

Educational  Publishing  Co . 

American  Book  Co . 

Thompson,  Brown  &  Co . 

Allyn  &  Bacon . 

Leavenworth  &  Green,  Historical 
charts . 


$4  00 

39  °9 
1 1  29 

5  25 
63  32 


50  00 


Supplies : — 

J.  L.  Hammett  Co .  $5  04 

Howard  Chemical  Co .  1  75 


$135  25 

$324  OO 

$79  5° 

$18  05 

$97  55 


$195  25 
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L.  E.  Knott  Apparatus  Co . 

$7  31 

The  Holden  Book-cover  Co . 

8  oo 

E.  E.  Sherman — Perry  Picture  Co 

2  75 

George  S.  Perry  &  Co . . 

44  31 

$69  1  6 

Incidentals : — 

East  Mendon  school  house, 

George  S.  Perry  &  Co.,  furniture . 

$96  81 

Otis  Whitney  &  Son,  labor . 

7  9° 

Z.  C.  Field,  lumber . 

12  76 

E.  A.  Snow,  fence . 

9  75 

Norris  &  Staples,  paint,  etc . 

5  18 

W.  H.  Bennett,  painting . 

3  48 

Avery  &  Woodbury,  curtains . 

i7  r5 

George  S.  Perry  &  Co.,  flag  staff . 

4  00 

R.  C.  Eldridge,  clock . 

6  00 

$163  03 

N.  S.  Hoagland  : — 

School  census . 

$7  00 

Secretary  school  committee . 

10  00 

Postage . 

1  30 

Paid  for  sundries . 

87 

Paid  for  painting  fence  . 

3  65 

$22  82 

3  85 

L.  E.  Taft,  cleaning  and  repairs . 

F.  H.  Wood, 

Paid  for  repairs  . 

$1 93 

Services  as  school  committee . 

1 25 

$3  18 

E.  A.  Snow,  cleaning  vaults,  etc . 

3  5° 

Heywood  Bros.,  chairs,  high  school 

15  00 

E.  H.  Taft,  lumber  and  labor . 

1  75 

E.  E.  Sherman, 

Paid  for  express,  freight,  traveling 

$15  67 

Paid  for  stationery . 

3  54 

$19  21 

— 

G.  M.  Billings,  printing . 

1  80 

H.  S.  Farnum,  stove  pipe . 

2  88 

Florence  Driscoll,  labor . 

*3  25 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  hardware . 

9  10 

E.  L.  Smith,  use  of  well . 

George  E.  Thayer,  use  of  well . 

7  00 

2  00 

J.  W.  Estey,  use  of  well . 

3  00 
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Graduation  expenses : — 

The  Beale  Press,  diplomas . 

G.  M.  Billings,  300  programs  . 

Joseph  Dudley,  janitor  work . 

Julius  A.  George,  carpenter  work 
E.  E.  Sherman,  diploma  ribbons. 


$6  00 

3  5° 

1  00 
1  00 

1  00  12  50 


$283  87 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  H.  WOOD, 

LEONARD  E.  TAFT, 

NAPOLEON  S.  HOAGLAND, 

School  Committee. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Mendon  : — 

Gentlemen : — The  eighth  annual  report  of  the  present  Su¬ 
perintendent  of  Schools  is  hereby  presented. 

This  report  covers  the  school  year — September,  1900  to 
June,  1901. 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  YEAR. 

The  table  on  page  14  gives  in  detail  the  facts,  which  for 
convenience  are  here  expressed  in  round  numbers : 


Average  membership . 147 

Average  attendance . 136 

Per  cent,  of  attendance .  93 

Compared  with  previous  year : 

Average  membership,  increase . 13 

Average  attendance,  increase . . 14 

Per  cent,  of  attendance,  increase .  2 


The  increase  in  the  per  cent,  of  attendance  is  gratifying.  It 
shows  that  the  interest  in  the  schools  is  not  flagging.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  excuses  has  decreased  slightly  while  the  tardy  marks  have 
increased,  especially  in  the  primary  school,  which  was  larger 
than  formerly,  and  suffered  from  changes  in  teachers  during  the 
year.  I  hope  that  the  present  year  will  show  a  decided  decrease 
in  the  number  of  tardy  marks  and  dismissals,  and  a  gain  in  the 
per  cent,  of  attendance  as  well.  When  the  attendance  is  regu- 
lar  and  punctual  good  business  habits  are  being  formed  and  the 
scholars  are  present  to  receive  the  benefit  of  the  school  appropri¬ 
ation. 

The  East  school  leads  in  highest  per  cent,  of  attendance  and 
in  least  number  of  tardy  and  dismissal  marks,  followed  by  the 
Grammar  and  the  North,  in  the  order  named. 

The  only  change  of  teachers  during  the  year  was  at  the 
Primary  School,  a  change  unavoidable  through  the  illness  of  the 
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regular  teacher,  Miss  Mary  E.  Dudley,  whose  efficient  service 
was  greatly  missed. 

The  teachers  worked  faithfully,  evincing  great  interest  not 
only  in  their  schools  as  a  whole  hyt  in  the  progress  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual  child  as  well.  To  understand  and  to  sympathize  with 
the  point  of  view  of  each  child  is  a  most  valuable  quality  in  a 
teacher ;  it  springs  from  her  personality  and  finds  its  best  ex¬ 
pression  as  she  becomes  acquainted  in  the,  community  and  when 
few  daily  recitations  and  clashes  of  moderate  size  give  her  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  devote  herself  to  this  important  side  of  her  professional 
work.  The  personal  influence  o(f  the  feacher  in  the  moral,  mental 
and  physical  development  of  the  individual  child  is  the  most 
valuable  and  enduring  element  iy  education.  It  is  obvious  that 
we  should  not  only  select  teachers  of  good  character,  high  cul¬ 
ture  and  broad  sympathies,  but  that  we  should  endeavor  to  re¬ 
tain  them  a  sufficient  ,length  of  time  to  reap  the  benefits  which 
accrue  from  their  close  acquaintance  with  the  pupil  and  his  en¬ 
vironment. 

Our  list  of  teacher^  for  September,  1901,  bears  six  names. 
Five  out  of  the  six  have  devoted  two  or  more  years  beyond  the 
high  school  to  preparation  for  their  work,  one  being  college  and 
four  normal  trained* 

In  the  :  regular  work  English,  mathematics  and  hi stpry  re¬ 
ceived  emphasis.  Something  was  done  in  drawing,  a  subject 
that  aims  to  develop  the  executive  power  of  the  pupil,  whereas 
the  usual  branches  train  the  reflective  $ide  of  his  mind.  Think¬ 
ing  without  doing  is  not  as  well  as  thinking  and  doing.  Some 
learned  people  amount  to  very  little  in  the  world  because  they 
have  little  ability  to  do  anything.  Thinking  and  doing,  the  first 
is  essential  and  the  second  no  less  so,  if  success  in  life  be  thp 
goal  sought.  Drawing  properly  taught  requires  the  scholar  to 
think  and  then, to  execute, 

A  recitation  of  a  lesson  that  simply  calls  for  a  statement  of 
certain  facts  learyedfrom  a  book  tests  the  memory  and  is  gpod 
as  far  as  it ,  goes.  The  teacher,  however,  should  question  the 
pupil  to  lead  hiip  to  form  judgments  and  to  draw  .conclusions*  to 
reason.  The  teacher  should  question  that  the  student  ryay  be 
led  tp  observe  and  to  properly  express  what  he  has  observed — to 
think  and  tp  talk  upon  hisl  feet.  All  this  takes  time,  more  time 
than  a  recitation  of  fifteen, minutes  or  so,  will  allow.. 

The  following  is  a  cqpy  of  a  recent  program  from  the 
Grammar  school,  giving  the  arrangement  of  studies  and  the 
daily  time  devoted  to  each  by  the  four  classes  in  that  room. 


PROGRAM,  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL,  JANUARY,  1902. 
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NOTE — One  arithmetic  class  omitted  each  day  for  penmanship  or  drawing.  Physiology  takes  the 
place  of  reading  Friday.  History  three  lessons,  geography  two,  each  week. 


The  following  is  a  program  for  a  grammar  school  of  two 
grades.  A  comparison  of  the  two  schedules  will  show  clearly 
the  advantage  of  the  two-class  arrangement,  in  that  it  gives 
longer  time  for  the  recitation,  or  oral  work  of  the  pupils  with 
the  teacher.  The  teacher  can  stand  before  her  class  better  pre¬ 
pared  upon  ten  lessons  than  upon  twenty. 


PROGRAM  FOR  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  OF  TWO 
CLASSES. 


Recitation 

begins. 

Length  in 
minutes. 

Entire  School. 

Grade  VIII. 

1 

Grade  IX. 

8.45 

10 

Devotions. 

8.55 

10 

General  Ex. 

9.05 

25 

English. 

9.30 

25 

English. 

9.55 

05 

Gymnastics. 

10.00 

15 

Spelling. 

10.15 

15 

Music. 

10.30 

10 

Recess. 

10.40 

25 

Arithmetic. 

11.05 

25 

Arithmetic. 

11.30 

30 

Drawing  or 

Reading. 

12.00 

60 

Noon  Recess. 

1.00 

25 

History. 

1.25 

25 

History. 

1.50 

15 

Penmanship. 

2.05 

20 

Book-keeping. 

2.25 

15 

Recess. 

2.40 

25 

Geography. 

3.05 

25 

Geography. 

3.30 

Close. 

NOTE : — Only  the  recitations  are  indicated.  One  class  studies 
while  the  other  is  reciting. 

Drawing  alternates  with  reading. 

Physiology  in  place  of  VIII  geography,  Wednesday. 

Declamations  in  place  of  IX  geography,  Wednesday. 


THE  FORWARD  LOOK. 


The  schools  have  achieved  much  in  the  past,  but  there  is 
more  to  be  done  in  the  future. 

In  no  department  of  public  education  has  there  been  greater 
change  of  recent  years  than  in  the  high  school.  High  schools 
have  increased  in  relative  membership,  in  curriculum  and  in 
equipment.  They  may  well  receive  the  title,  “The  poor  man’s 
college.”  It  is  impossible  for  a  high  school  with  limitations 
like  our  own  to  successfully  compete  with  those  in  larger  places 
nor  can  we  meet  the  demands  ol  the  higher  institutions  of 
learning. 

A  thorough  English  course  covering  nine  or  ten  years 
would  fit  our  boys  and  girls  for  the  everyday  duties  of  the 
home,  business  and  good  citizenship.  For  those  whose  ability 
and  ambition  urge  them  to  the  effort,  opportunity  should  be 
provided  for  higher  education. 

How  can  Mendon  best  meet  these  responsibilities? 

I  should  suggest  the  following  plan : 

1.  The  first  eight  years  about  as  now  carried  through. 

2.  A  room  containing  ninth  year  work,  somewhat  as  out¬ 
lined  below. 

3.  For  those  qualified  pupils  who  so  desire  a  high  school 
course  in  some  good  school  outside  the  town,  with  tuition  paid. 
(It  is  probable  that  the  state  will  soon  aid,  by  paying  such  tu¬ 
ition.) 
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OUTLINE  OF  NINTH  YEAR  WORK. 


(Fraction 
of  working 
time.) 


ENGLISH — Including  reading,  spelling,  literature,  compo¬ 
sition,  grammar,  history  of  the  language,  .20 

MATHEMATICS— Arithmetic,  (including  elements  of  ap¬ 
plied  geometry),  elements  of  book-keeping, 
(penmanship,)  .20 

HISTORY— (Elements  of  civil  government,)  .20 

‘‘‘SCIENCE — Physical  geography  (elements  of  physics,) 

commercial  geography,  .16 

^DRAWING — Freehand,  instrumental,  design,  .12 

MUSIC— Vocal,  '  .08 

GYMNASTICS,  .04 


*In  place  of  the  science,  Latin  might  be  taken  by  those  fitting  for  a 
classical  course  in  high  school  and  college. 

The  above  plan  has  the  advantage  of  giving  every  child  up- 
to-date  opportunities  for  education,  with  no  greater  expense  to 
the  town  than  the  present  system  entails. 

If  Mendon  should  adopt  the  above  plan,  and  in  addition, 
erect  a  four-room  school-house  at  the  center,  she  could  place  her 
schools  two  (or  at  most  three)  classes  in  a  room  with  proper 
light,  heat  and  ventilation,  and  without  crowding,  where  good, 
thorough  work  might  be  done  through  all  the  grades.  The 
town  hall  relieved  of  the  presence  of  school  children,  would 
be  available  for  other  purposes.  The  public  library  needs  more 
room.  This  it  would  find  on  the  lower  floor  of  the  town  hall, 
together  with  a  much  desired  reading-room.  The  present 
library  building  could  be  used  to  good  advantage  by  the 
Mendon  Historical  society. 

These  suggestions  are  offered  with  what  seems  to  the  writer 
the  best  interests  of  the  town  in  view,  coupled  with  an  earnest 
desire  to  further  the  advancement  of  the  schools. 

In  closing  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  express  my  thanks  for  the 
cordial  support  and  courteous  attitude  of  all  those,  directly  or 
indirectly,  connected  with  the  public  schools. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELMER  E.  SHERMAN, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 


SCHOOL  REGISTER  STATISTICS,  SEPT.  1900  TO  JUNE,  1901. 
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TEACHERS,  DECEMBER,  1901 


SCHOOL. 

TEACHER. 

WHERE  FITTED. 

High, 

Grammar, 

Edward  F.  Blood, 

Dartmouth  College. 

Grades  5,  6,  7,  8, 
Primary, 

Mary  A.  Peffers, 

Bridgewater  Normal. 

Grades  1,  2,  3,  4, 
North, 

Mary  E.  Dudley, 

Mendon  High. 

Grades  2,  4,  6,  7, 
East, 

Edith  F.  Rockwell, 

Salem  Normal. 

Grades  1,2, 3, 4,6,8, 
Albeeville, 

Lillian  F.  Porter, 

Newburyp’t  Training  School. 

Grades  1,  2, 3, 5,  6,7, 

Alma  A.  Seavey, 

Framingham  Normal. 

SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1901-1902. 


FALL  TERM. 

14  Weeks. 

i  1 

WINTER  TERM. 

12  Weeks. 

SPRING  TERM. 

10  Weeks. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

Lower 

Schools, 
High  School, 
40  weeks, 

Sept.  9, 
1901. 
Sept.  3, 
1901. 

Dec.  20, 
1901. 
Dec.  20, 
1901. 

Dec.  30, 
1901. 
Dec.  30, 
1901. 

Mar.  21, 
1902. 
Mar.  28, 
1902. 

April  7, 
1902. 
April  7, 
1902. 

June  13, 
1902. 
June  20, 
1902. 

HOLIDAYS: — Labor  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Friday 
following,  Memorial  Day. 
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SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1902-1903. 


. 

FALL  TERM. 

14  Weeks. 

WINTER  TERM. 

12  Weeks. 

SPRING  TERM. 

10  Weeks. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

Lower 

Sept.  8, 

Dec.  12, 

Dec.  29, 

Mar.  20, 

April  6, 

June  12, 

Schools, 

1902. 

1902. 

1902. 

1903. 

1903. 

1903. 

High  School, 

Sept.  2, 

Dec.  19, 

Dec.  29, 

Mar.  27, 

April  6, 

June  19, 

40  weeks, 

1902. 

1902. 

1902. 

1903. 

1903. 

1903. 

HOLIDAYS: — Labor  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day  >  and  Friday 

following. 


BRIEF  EXTRACTS  FROM  EDUCATIONAL  LAWS. 

1.  All  children  between  7  and  14,  unless  sick,  feeble¬ 
minded,  at  an  approved  private  school,  or  otherwise  instructed 
in  branches  required  by  law,  to’ the  satisfaction  of  the  School 
Committee,  must  attend  the  public  school  during  the  entire  time 
of  each  school  year.  Penalty  to  parent  or  guardian  for  failure 
in  attendance  for  five  days’  sessions  within  any  period  of  six 
months,  $20. 

2.  No  child  under  14  shall  be  employed  in  apy  factory, 

workshop  or  mercantile  establishment.”  “No  such  child  shall 
be  employed  in  any  work  performed  for  wages  or  other  com¬ 
pensation”  during  the  hours  when  the  ppbfic  school,  is  in  session 
nor  before  six  o’clock  in  the:  morning  nor  after  seven  in  the  even¬ 
ing..  h-t  ,  ,  V  ‘  f  V  ...  ,  >  ■  c  - 

3.  No  child  under  1 6  shall  be  employed  in  any  factory, 
workshop  or  mercantile  establishment  without  a  certificate  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Schools.  He  must  present  an  employ¬ 
ment  ticket  from  the  person:  who  wishes  to  employ  him,  on 
applying  for  a  certificate.  The  father,  if  living  and  a  resident, 
must  sign  the  certificate  of  age ;  if  not,  the  mother ;  if  neither, 
the  guardian. 

4.  Children  between  14  and  16  must  either  attend  school 
or  be  regularly  employed. 


5.  Children  must  be  vaccinated  before  attending  school, 
but  a  certificate  from  a  regular  physician,  saying  a  child  is  an 
unfit  subject  for  vaccination,  allows  attendance. 

No  child  can  attend  school  from  a  household  in  which  there 
is  a  case  of  smallpox,  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever  or  measles,  or 
from  a  household  exposed  to  a  contagion  from  a  household  as 
aforesaid.  Two  weeks  after  the  death,  removal  or  recovery  of 
the  patient  in  a  case  of  the  first  three  mentioned,  or  three  days 
after  in  a  case  of  measles,  the  child  may  return  on  presentation 
of  a  certificate  from  the  attending  physician  or  from  the  board 
of  health. 

6.  “The  last  regular  session  prior  to  Memorial  Day,  or  a 
portion  thereof,  shall  be  devoted  to  exercises  of  a  patriotic  na¬ 
ture.” 


7.  A  United  States  flag  not  less  than  four  feet  in  length 
shall  be  displayed  on  the  schoolhouse  grounds  or  building  every 
school  day,  when  the  weather  will  permit,  and  on  the  inside  of 
the  schoolhouse  on  other  school  days. 

8.  A  written  excuse  stating  cause  of  absence,  and  signed 
by  parent  or  guardian,  must  be  presented  by  the  pupil  on  his 
return  to  school. 

9.  “Every  habitual  school  offender,  that  is,  every  child 
under  fourteen  years  of  age  who  persistently  violates  the  reason¬ 
able  regulations  of  the  school  which  he  attends,  or  otherwise 
persistently  misbehaves  therein,  so  as  to  render  himself  a  fit  sub¬ 
ject  for  exclusion  therefrom,  upon  complaint  by  a  truant  officer, 
and  conviction  thereof,  may  be  committed,  if  a  boy  at  the  dis¬ 
cretion  of  the  court,  to  a  county  truant  school  for  a  period  not 
exceeding  two  years,  or  to  the  Lyman  school  for  boys,  and,  if  a 
girl,  to  the  state  industrial  school  for  girls.” 
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COURSE  OF  STUDY  IN  THE  MENDON  HIGH 
SCHOOL. 


First  Year. 

Algebra. 

English  History. 

English  or  Latin  Grammar. 

Second  Year. 

Geometry. 

French. 

Book-keeping  and  Arithmetic,  or  Caesar. 

Third  Year. 

Physics. 

French. 

Physical  Geography  (first  half) ,  )  p. 

United  States  History  (second  half),  j  01  lcei°' 

Fourth  Year. 

General  History. 

Rhetoric  (first  quarter) . 

English  Literature  (three  quarters). 

Civil  Polity  (first  half),  1  y  ;i  t 

Commercial  Law  (second  half),  }  &  *  • 

Three  recitation  periods  a  week  throughout  the  course  is  de¬ 
voted  by  each  pupil  to  English  composition,  and  one  to  rhetori¬ 
cal. 


A  general  exercise  each  day  is  devoted  to  reviews  of  gram¬ 
mar  school  subjects,  including  spelling  and  mental  arithmetic, 
or  to  lessons  in  temperance,  music  or  drawing. 

The  work  of  the  year  is  divided  into  quarters  of  ten  weeks 
each. 

Alternates :  Third  and  fourth  year  Latin,  and  its  third  and 
fourth  year  equivalents  in  the  English  course. 
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MENDON 


HIGH  SCHOOL  GRADUATING  EXERCISES. 

Wednesday  Evening,  June  19,  1901. 


PROGRAM. 


March . . . . Mr.  Frank  Lowell 

Prayer . . . Rev.  N.  S.  Hoagland 

Cornet  Solo . Mr.  Peter  Gaskill 

Essay,  “American  Characteristics  of  Our  Age,”  Lillian  Freeman 

Essay,  “Signal  Lights,” .  . : . .Earle  B.  Lowell 

Violin  Solo  . Mr.  Elmer  E.  Thomas 

Essay,  “Influence” . Mary  A.  Williams 

Essay,  “Our  Colonial  Possessions” . Frederick  A.  Snow 

Essay,  “Marvels  of  the  Deep” . Anna  H.  Pond 

Violin  Solo . . . Mr.  Thomas 

Address  . . . Mr.  Henry  T.  Bailey 

Presentation  of  Diplomas . Supt.  E.  E.  Sherman 

Recessional . . .* . Mr.  Lowell 


GRADUATES. 

Latin  Course. 

Earle  Baker  Lowell.  Lillian  Freeman. 

English  Course. 

Mary  Anna  Williams.  Frederick  Augustus  Snow. 

Anna  Harriet  Pond. 


Class  Motto — Launched  but  not  anchored. 
Class  Flower — Pink  Rose. 

Class  Colors — Pink  and  Nile  Green. 


ROLL  OF  HONOR. 


The  following  pupils  have  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy  for 
the  time  specified.  The  record  ends  June,  1901  : 


ELEVEN  YEARS— ONE  TERM. 
Frederick  A.  Snow — High. 


SEVEN  YEARS— TWO  TERMS. 
Mabel  D.  Snow — Grammar. 


FIVE  YEARS— TWO  TERMS. 
Rose  E.  Snow — Grammar. 


THREE  YEARS. 
Charlotte  A.  Snow — Primary. 


ONE  YEAR. 
F.  Merle  Brown — Grammar. 

Philip  M.  Harrington — Primary. 


TWO  TERMS— WINTER  AND  SPRING. 
Homer  C.  Darling — North. 

Mary  A.  Hogarth — Albeeville. 
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FALL  TERM. 

John  J.  Driscoll,  Caroline  S.  Wood — High. 

Berton  G.  Brown,  Erie  Gaskill,  Charles  Driscoll — Gram¬ 
mar. 


Emma  Bartlett,  George  M.  Barrows,  Eva  Daley,  Agnes  M. 
Harrington,  Harold  Barrows,  Davis  E.  Hill,  Carl  M.  Taft, 
Henry  J.  Wood,  Peter  E.  Bartlett,  Chester  A.  Wheeler — Pri¬ 
mary. 

Florence  Aldrich,  A.  Everett  Eldredge,  Harold  H.  El- 
dredge,  Nancy  A.  Taft,  Nina  M.  Taft — North. 

Isabel  Rowe,  Grace  Thayer — East. 

Herbert  Alger,  Alice  Valliquette — Albeeville. 


WINTER  TERM. 

John  J.  Driscoll — High. 

Carl  M.  Taft,  Chester  A.  Wheeler,  Lewis  Holbrook — Pri¬ 
mary. 

A.  Everett  Eldredge — North. 

Clara  Barrows,  Eunice  Barrows,  Annie  Phillips,  Chester 
Rowe — East. 

Elizabeth  Smith — Albeeville. 


SPRING  TERM. 

Caroline  S.  Wood — High. 

Helen  Hoagland,  Nina  M.  Burr,  Edward  Tancrelle,  Her¬ 
bert  S.  Wood — Grammar. 

George  Barrows,  Sumner  Coleman,  Harold  Barrows,  Lois 
Congdon,  William  Curliss,  Gladys  Hoagland,  Raymond 
K  e  1  ley — Prim  a  ry. 

Abbie  M.  Darling — North. 

Frank  Phillips,  Grace  Thayer — East. 

Lora  Valliquette,  Wilfred  Valliquette — Albeeinlle. 


TOWN  WARRANT 


Worcester ,  ss. — To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
in  the  County  of  Worcester,  Greeting : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon 
qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 
Town  Hall,  in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  third  day  of 
March,  next,  punctually  at  9  o’clock,  a.  m.,  to  act  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  articles,  viz  : 

Article  i  .  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  in  said 
meeting. 

Article  2.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  several  town  offi¬ 
cers  and  committees  and  act  thereon. 

Article  3.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the 
year  ensuing. 

Article  4.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  are  necessary 
to  defray  town  charges,  and  make  appropriations  of  the  same. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  list 
of  jurors  reported  by  the  Selectmen,  or  make  any  alteration  in 
the  same. 

Article  6.  To  see,  what  measures,  if  any,  the  town  will 
adopt  to  secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Treas¬ 
urer  to  hire  money  to  pay  current  expenses  for  the  municipal 
year  commencing  March  3d,  1902,  in  anticipation  of  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  the  taxes. 

Article  8.  To  bring  in  their  ballots  “Yes”  or  “No”  in 
answer  to  the  question,  “Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town?” 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  continue  communica¬ 
tion  by  telephone  with  Milford,  as  security  against  destruction 
by  fire,  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 
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Article  io.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropri¬ 
ate  any  sum  of  money  for  Memorial  Day  services  and  appoint  a 
committee  to  expend  the  same. 

Article  ii.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap¬ 
propriate  any  sum  of  money  for  the  proposed  Worcester  County 
Soldiers’  Monument  or  act  in  any  manner  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  12.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  committee  chosen 
to  ascertain  the  rights  of  the  town  on  any  land  adjacent  to 
Cook’s  Cove,  so-called,  at  Nipmuck  Pond,  and  act  in  any  way 
relating  to  the  same. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  rebuild  the 
bridge  on  Hastings  street,  over  Willow  Brook,  or  act  in  any 
way  in  relation  thereto. 

The  polls  may  by  vote  be  closed  at  1  p.  m. 


And  you  are  hereby  directed  to  serve  this  warrant, by  posting 
up  attested  copies  thereof  at  each  of  the  following  places  in  said 
town,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meet¬ 
ing,  viz  : —  At  the  post-office,  and  on  the  guideboard  near  the 
school-house  in  Albeeville,  and  at  the  post-office  in  South  Mil¬ 
ford. 

Hereof,  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  or  Town  Clerk,  before 
the  time  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  nineteenth  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  two. 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 
GEORGE  M.  TAFT, 
EDWARD  C.  KINSLEY. 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


A  true  copy,  Attest : 

CHARLES  I.  BARNES, 

Constable  of  Mendon. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE  VARIOUS 


BOARDS  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  IWENDON, 


INCLUDING  REPORT  OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


FOR  THE 

Municipal  Year  Ending  March  2,  1903. 

[236TH  ANNUAL  REPORT.] 


MILFORD,  MASS. : 

Cook  &  Sons,  Printers,  Journal  Office. 
1903. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


The  undersigned,  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  for 
the  municipal  year  ending  March  2,  1903,  respectfully  submits 
an  account  of  his  doings. 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  receiving  the  following 
items,  viz : — 

To  cash  received  of  the  Treasurer  for  the 

year  ending  March  3,  1902 . $411  86 

To  cash  borrowed  on  four  town  notes .  3,500  00 

44  received  for  use  of  telephone .  59  7 1 

44  44  of  E.  C.  Kinsley, -janitor  135  50 

4  4  4  4  of  Town  of  Uxbridge 

for  Mrs.  Cummings . .. .  16  00 

To  cash  received  of  town  of  Northbridge..  20  00 
4  4  4  4  of  Milford,  Attleboro 

and  Woonsocket  St.  Railway  Co .  146  84 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer, 

balance  Corporation  tax .  37  85 

To  cash  received  of  Frank  Taft,  balance 

as  Highway  Surveyor  1901-2 .  84 

To  cash  received  of  Wm.  G.  Pond, 

Clerk  3d  District  court .  39  41 

To  cash  received  of  Town  ofHopedale 

for  Mrs.  Staples .  216  68 

To  cash  received  of  the  Milford  and  Ux¬ 
bridge  St.  Railway  Co.,  snow  bill .  8  00 

To  cash  received  of  the  Milford  and  Ux¬ 
bridge  St.  Railway  Co.,  Excise  tax.r  164  69 
To  cash  received  of  the  M.  A.  and  W. 

Street  Railway  Co.,  snow  bill .  7  00 

To  cash  received  of  Geo.  M.  Taft,  timber 

and  planks .  2  00 

To  cash  received  of  Memorial  Day  com¬ 
mittee  .  2  95 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  in¬ 
specting  animals . 14  5° 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  part 

of  Corporation  tax .  30  86 
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To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  tax . 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  State 

Aid . 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer, 

Street  Railway  tax . 

To  cash  received  of  D.  H.  Barnes,  one- 

half  fees  hay  scales . 

To  cash  received  of  S.  Warren  Cook,  auc¬ 
tioneer’s  license . . 

To  cash  received  of  County  Treasurer, 

dog  fund . 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  In¬ 
come  school  fund . 

To  cash  received  of  Geo.  M.  Taft,  Col¬ 
lector  of  Taxes  1899 . . 

To  cash  received  of  Geo.  M.  Taft,  Col¬ 
lector  of  Taxes  1900 . 

To  cash  received  of  Geo.  M.  Taft,  Col¬ 
lector  of  Taxes  1901 . 

To  cash  received  of  Geo.  M.  Taft,  Col¬ 
lector  of  Taxes  1902 . 

To  cash  received  of  J.  B.  Driscoll,  one- 

half  fees  hay  scales  . 

To  cash  received  of  Overseers  of  Poor . 

To  cash  received  of  H.  C.  Adams,  3  cop¬ 
ies  Proprietor’s  Records . 

To  cash  received  of  H.  C.  Adams,  3  cop¬ 
ies  Annals . 


$368  51 
480  20 
394  32 
4  45 


2  00 
174  10 
444  76 


23  39 
265  39 
669  II 
7,285  09 


8 

62 


9l 

46 


9 

8 


00 


25 


$15,014  49 


The  Treasurer  credits  himself  with  paying  the  following 


sums,  viz : — 

By  paying  129  town  orders .  $8,701  18 

44  44  3  town  notes .  3,000  00 

44  44  Interest  on  3  town  notes .  90  78 

4  4  4  k  Austin  A.  Taft  1  note .  500  00 

4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  44  Interest  on  2  notes  43  20 

4  4  44  County  tax  .  612  00 

4  4  44  State  tax .  285  00 

44  4  4  School  Committee .  618  86 

4  4  4  4  Geo.  M.  Taft,  Collector  Excise 

tax . .  164  69 

By  cash  on  hand  to  balance .  998  78 

- $i5,oI4  49 

By  cash  on  hand  as  Treas.  of  School  Com.  $132  13 


GEO.  M.  TAFT,  Treasurer. 
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AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 
Dr. 


To  cash  received  of  Geo.  M.  Taft,  treas¬ 
urer,  for  1901  and  1902,  deposited  in 

Milford  Savings  Bank .  $1,022  86 

To  cash  deposited  in  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  Savings . . .  438  67 

To  cash  received,  as  interest  of  Worcester 
County  Institution  for  Savings,  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1903 . . . . .  17  53 

To  cash  received,  as  interest  of  Milford 

Savings  Bank,  to  Oct.  11,  1902 .  35  82 


$1,514  88 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  7  orders . .  $37  85 

“  “  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank .  1,020  83 

By  cash  deposited  in  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  Savings . . .  456  20 

- - - $1,514  88 


Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  M.  TAFT,  Treasurer. 


Mendon,  Feb.  14,  1903. 


SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  expenditures  of  the  town  for  the  municipal  year  ending 
March  2,  1903. 

INCIDENTALS. 

J.  M.  French,  M.  D.,  services  in  smallpox  case .  $44  25 

William  Daley,  services  in  smallpox  case .  7  50 

P.  M.  Hunt,  fumigating  town  hall .  7  00 

J.  M.  Eaton,  M.  D.,  services  in  smallpox  case .  5  00 

E.  C.  Kinsley,  assisting  fumigating  town  hall .  -  3  00 

Florence  Driscoll,  assisting  in  smallpox  case .  36  00 

P.  M.  Hunt,  fumigating  lockup  and  house  of  E.  A. 

Snow . 25  00 

Mrs.  Ferris,  underclothing . . .  1  00 

Mrs.  Ferris,  services  nursing  and  working  in  small¬ 
pox  case . 50  00 

Daniel  H.  Barnes,  groceries .  8  21 

P.  M.  Kinsley,  meat .  8  27 

E.  C.  Nason,  fish . ; .  1  90 

M.  U.  George,  milk .  3  28 

Franklin  Freeman,  services  in  M.  A.  &  W.  street 

railway  case . 10  00 

Daniel  H.  Barnes,  telephone  for  12  months .  60  00 

C.  A.  Taft,  services  as  teller . . . . . T...  1  50 

A.  V.  Pond,  services  as  teller .  1  50 

H.  S.  Coleman,  services  as  teller .  1  50 

Jesse  Esty,  services  at  fire  at  E.  H.  Taft’s .  2  00 

G.  A.  Parkinson,  conveying  extinguisher  at  fire  at 

E.  H.  Taft’s . . .  75 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  animal  inspecting..... .  29  00 

H.  M.  Dolbeare,  assessors’  notices .  2  40 

H.  M.  Curtiss,  coal  for  fire  department . . .  7  00 

G.  &  U.  railroad,  freight  on  hay  scales .  92 

Geo.  R.  Ford,  for  memorial  services .  50  00 

Cook  &  Sons,  envelopes  for  assessors .  1  50 

C.  H.  Allen,  repairs  at  officers’  rooms .  4  50 

H.  C.  Adams,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Cook’s 

cove  land .  25  00 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  furnishings  and  express  for  fire  de¬ 

partment .  2  02 
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Clarence  Whiting,  service  at  E.  H.  Taft’s  fire . $  60 

G.  M.  Taft,  labor  and  material  for  hay  scales  and 

cash  paid .  14  75 

Z.  C.  Field,  lumber  for  hay  scales .  47  10 

Fairbanks  Scale  Co.,  for  scales . . .  125  00 

P.  F.  Curley,  excavating  and  building  foundation  for 

hay  scales . 38  60 

Cecil  T.  Bagnall,  town  order  blanks .  3  00 

L.  Freeman,  scale  book  and  express  on  1,000  town 

order  blanks . . .  1  75 

G.  M.  Taft,  services  and  cash  paid  for  work  at  hay 

scales .  10  65 

Wm.  Smith,  work  at  watering  tub .  1  25 

Geo.  B.  Cromb,  services  about  the  monument .  22  08 

George  B.  Cromb,  labor  and  material  at  hay  scales .  36  58 

Geo.  B.  Cromb,  labor  and  material  at  Postoffice 

common .  I9  °3 

H.  M.  Curtiss,  cement  and  lime .  2  45 

E.  L.  Smith,  labor  in  old  cemetery .  7  00 

John  M.  Towne,  services  in  criminal  case .  4  32 

E.  C.  Barry,  work  for  fire  department .  9  00 

C.  T.  Bagnall,  printing  tax  bills .  1  65 

J.  P.  Newbegin,  12  fire  extinguishers .  21  00 

Merrick  &  Adams,  shrubbery  for  Postoffice  common  16  00 

A.  V.  Pond,  services  as  ballot  clerk  in  Nov .  2  00 

H.  C.  Snell,  services  in  criminal  case .  6  10 

A.  A.  Jenkins,  services  in  criminal  case .  5  87 

G.  M.  Taft,  phosphate  and  labor  at  Postoffice  com¬ 
mon  .... . . .  3  15 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  service  as  ballot  clerk .  2  00 

A.  H.  H.  Warren  &  Co.,  book  and  pamphlet  bind¬ 
ing . 15  00 

Adams,  Cushing  &  Foster .  3  50 

G.  M.  Billings,  printing  tally  sheets .  1  00 

D.  H.  Barnes,  sundries . . 4  33 

E.  L.  Smith,  sealing  hay  scales .  1  00 

Emery  &  Wood,  returning  12  deaths . 3  00 

Clark,  Ellis  &  Sons,  repairs  to  stoves .  2  29 

H.  C.  Adams,  insurance  on  town  property .  90  76 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  Treasurer,  2  books . 1  00 

George  M.  Taft,  expense  of  taxs  ales .  9  00 

George  M.  Taft,  work  and  cash  paid  for  work  at  tub  3  20 

George  M.  Taft,  rent  of  extinguisher  room  and  care 

of  fire .  1 6  00 


$951  01 
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HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR. 


Frank  Taft,  1901  and  1902. 

Cleaning  roads  of  snow . . .  $322  80 

Repairs  of  roads . . .  10  66 


$333  46 

George  B.  Cromb,  1902  and  1903. 

For  repairing  roads .  $1,500  00 

“  Snow  bills .  45  70 

Snow  bills .  14  70 


$1,560  40 

STATE  ROAD  APPROPRIATION. 

Paid  George  B.  Cromb  for  work  and  gravel .  $158  18 

HASTINGS  STREET  BRIDGE. 

Paid  George  B.  Cromb  for  labor  and  cash  paid  out .  $181  09 

AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 

Cash  paid  out  on  7  orders . , . . .  $37  85 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Nathan  R.  George,  auditor  for  1901-2 . . .  $6  00 

E.  A.  Snow,  lockup  keeper . .  5  00 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  assessor  for  1902 . .  54  75 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  assessor  for  1902 .  50  00 

Edward  C.  Kinsley,  assessor  for  1902 .  47  50 

Edward  C.  Kinsley,  services  as  selectman .  30  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  services  as  selectman .  35  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  services  as  selectman  and  registrar  5 2  75 

Liberty  Freeman,  cash  paid  out .  4  57 

George  M.  Taft,  Collector  of  Taxes,  1899 .  65  00 


8 


Charles  I.  Barnes,  services  as  constable  1901,  killing 

dog,  and  services  nights  of  July  3  and  4 .  $18  00 

Charles  I.  Barnes,  constable,  and  services  nights  of 

of  July  3  and  4,  1902  .  17  00 

Horace  C.  Adams,  town  clerk  and  registrar .  44  18 

Edward  C.  Kinsley,  services  as  fire  warden,  and 

July  3  and  4 .  4  co 

George  M.  Taft,  services  as  Treasurer,  1902-3 .  50  co 


$483  75 


PRINTING. 


Cook  &  Sons .  $64  co 

Tax  sales  .  7  50 


$7X  5° 

TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Five  orders . . . .. . . . .. .  $184  69 

CARE  AND  SUPPLIES  OF  TOWN  HALL. 


E.  C.  Kinsley,  care  and  cash  paid .  $95  10 

H.  M.  Curtiss,  coal .  51  00 

Mrs.  Robert  Ferris,  cleaning  hall .  4  50 

P.  S.  Coffin,  wood .  4  00 

E.  H.  Taft,  wood .  3  50 


$158  10 


SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS,  SCHOOL  BOOKS  AND 
INCIDENTALS. 

Paid  School  Committee . .  $2,700  00 


SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 


Paid  Overseers  of  Poor. 


$1,380  00 
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STATE  AID  TO  PENSIONERS,  UNDER  CHAP.  374, 
ACTS  OF  1899. 

Joanna  Curley .  $48  00 

Malinda  W.  Cummings .  48  00 

Rufus  Hazard . 48  00 

George  W.  Scisco  . . .  12  00 

Waterman  Taft .  48  00 

Annette  L.  Weatherhead .  48  00 

Stephen  H.  Scisco .  24  00 

Eliza  A.  Munsell . 48  00 

Sarah  Gifford .  16  00 

John  S.  MacDonald .  44  00 

Sylvester  Moores . .  48  00 

Nathaniel  Sweet .  48  00 

Albert  V.  French .  8  00 


$488  00 

SOLDIERS’  RELIEF,  CHAP.  447,  ACTS  OF  1890. 

Malinda  W.  Cummings,  (Uxbridge) .  $8  00 

Geo.  W.  Scisco,  (Mendon) .  8  00 

Burial  of  soldier,  Geo.  W.  Scisco .  35  00 

RECAPITULATION. 

Incidentals .  $95 1  01 

Town  officers .  483  75 

Roads  and  Bridges .  1,500  00 

Frank  Taft,  old  bills .  10  66 

State  roads .  158  18 

Snow  bills .  14  70 

“  “  .  45  70 

Old  snow  bills .  322  80 

Hastings  street  bridge .  181  09 

Printing .  71  5° 

Taft  Public  Library .  184  69 

Town  hall . . 158  10 

Schools .  2,700  00 

Poor .  1,380  00 

Chapter  447,  Acts  of  1890,  M.  W.  Cummings .  8  00 

“  “  “  “  “  Geo.  W.  Scisco .  8  00 

“  “  “  “  1899, .  488  00 

Soldier’s  burial,  Geo.  W.  Scisco .  35  00 


$8,701  18 


IO 


The  selectmen  report  that  the  available  assets  of  the  town 
are  as  follows  : — 


$3 2  79 

26l  07 

950  64 

488  OO 
84  OO 

35  00 

46  H 
998  78 


$2,896  39 


The  liabilities  of  the  town,  so  far  as  known,  are  as  follows : 


Outstanding  bills,  estimated .  $75  00 

Due  town  officers,  estimated .  200  00 

44  Austin  A.  Taft,  1  note,  schoolhouse  loan .  500  00 

44  Milford  Savings  Bank,  2  notes .  1,500  00 


$2,275  00 

Net  balance  in  favor  of  town .  621  39 


$2,896  39 


Due  from  collector  of  taxes,  1900 


44  44  44  1902  . 

44  state  aid  to  soldiers,  Chapter  374,  Acts  1899 

to  Jan.  1,  1903 . 

Due  from  state  aid  to  soldiers  to  March  1,  1903 . 

44  state  for  burial  of  soldier . 

44  state  treasurer,  balance  corporation  tax . 

Cash  in  hands  of  treasurer . 


LIST  OF  JURORS 


John  L.  Davenport, 
George  R.  Ford, 
Charles  H.  Allen, 
Moses  U.  Gaskill, 
Clarence  A.  Taft, 
Leonard  T.  Gaskill, 
Charles  A.  Fletcher, 


Edward  L.  Smith, 
Daniel  H.  Barnes, 
John  M.  Town, 
Edward  A.  Whiting, 
Thomas  F.  Kelley, 
Luther  W.  Holbrook, 
Liberty  Freeman. 


Receipts  and  expenditures  of  monies  of  Street  Railway 
Companies,  to  be  expended  on  highways : 

Received  of  State  Treasurer .  $394  3 2 

“  “  M.  &  U.  Street  Railway  Co., 

excise  tax .  164  69 

Received  of  M.,  A.  &  W.  Street  Railway 

Co.,  excise  tax .  27  77 

-  $586  78 

Paid  snow  bills  . .  60  40 

Balance . $526  38 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 
GEO,  M.  TAFT, 
EDWARD  C.  KINSLEY, 


Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT. 


The  Highway  Surveyor  submits  the  following  report 
the  year  ending  March  2,  1903. 

He  debits  himself  with  cash  on  27  orders . $1,741 


He  credits  himself  by  paying  the  following  bills  : — • 

Geo.  B.  Cromb,  for  team  labor .  $218 

C.  B.  Williams,  for  labor  with  teams .  329 

Malcom  Scott,  “  44  “  team .  8 

A.  I.  Barrows,  for  labor  on  repairs .  128 

Dennis  Kelley,  44  44  4  4  4  4  155 

Thomas  Peirce,  44  4  4  4  4  4  4  52 

Clarence  Moores,  44  44  4  4  44  73 

Henry  Moores,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  1 

Oliver  Moores,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  9 

Harry  Cooke,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  49 

Willie  Kelley,  44  4  4  4  4  4  4  23 

Raymond  Barrows,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  10 

Geo.  W.  Cromb,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  9 

Albert  V.  French,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  7 

Alfred  Griffin,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  3 

Henry  Alger,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  5 

Everett  Southwick,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  7 

Caton  Alves,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  . 

John  Taft,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4 

Waterman  Taft,  ‘  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  . : 3 

Geo.  B.  Cromb,  as  highway  surveyor .  273 

A.  I.  Barrows  for  gravel .  2 

A.  Tancrelle,  4  4  4  4  1 

Henry  Horton,  4  4  4  4  . 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  4  4  4  4  2 

Lewis  Gaskill,  4  4  4  4  2 

Mary  Dudley,  4  4  4  4  4 

Frank  H.  Wood,  4  4  4  4  1 

Henry  Gaskill,  4  4  4  4  9 

Alcy  Gaskill,  4  4  4  4  10 


for 
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Liberty  Freeman,  for  gravel .  $  5  60 

Horace  Adams,  44  44  8  64 

Mr.  De  Wolfe,  44  4  4  4  00 

Albert  Gaskill,  4  4  4  4  5  04 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  4  4  44  15  28 

George  B.  Crornb,  poles  for  railing .  3  45 

A.  D.  Davenport,  4  4  4  4  44  .  10  00 

George  B.  Cromb,  bridge  planks .  10  32 

Norris  &  Staples,  for  supplies .  13  89 

E.  C.  Barry,  for  repairs .  10  39 


A.  Morin, 


Cash  on  hand. 


33 


on  snow. 

U  ii 


SNOW  BILLS. 

March  6,  1902. 

L.  E.  Wheeler,  team . 

Geo.  B.  Cromb,  labor 
Albert  French,  44 
Dennis  Kelley,  44 
John  Towne, 

Clarence  Moores,  44 
Thomas  Peirce,  44 
A.  P.  Dodge,  44 

Geo.  W.  Cromb,  44 
Dec.  12. 

Geo.  B.  Cromb,  team,  labor  on  snow. 

Geo.  B.  Cromb,  labor  on  snow . 

Dennis  Kelley, 

Willie  Kelley, 

Geo.  W.  Cromb, 

Albert  V.  French, 

Thomas  Peirce, 

Edward  Taft 
Mr.  Robinson, 

G.  C.  Coffin, 

Archie  Fresn, 

Henry  Gaskill, 


$1,498 

’56 

I 

44 

$I,5°° 

00 

$2 

50 

2 

5o 
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00 
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00 
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20 
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30 
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00 

3 

55 

2 

40 

$60  40 


H 

HASTINGS  STREET  BRIDGE. 


Geo.  B.  Cromb,  team . . . . 

C.  B.  Williams,  teams. . 

Geo.  B.  Cromb,  for  labor . . . 

A.  I.  Barrows,  44  44  . 

Dennis  Kelley  44  u  . 

Jason  Smith,  44  44  . ; . . 

A.  Tancrelle,  *  4  4  4  4  . . 

Curley  &  Ahern,  4  4  4  4  . 

John  Cuddily,  4  4  4  4  and  use  of  derrick 

J.  A.  George,  for  covering  stone . 

A.  Tancrelle,  4  4  4  4  4  4  . : . 

Lowell  Cooke,  4  4  4  4  4  4  . 

Wm.  McVeity,  4  4  4  k  44  . . . 


Team  work . . . . 

Appropriation  for  general  repairs . 

Amount  expended  for  general  repairs . 

Cash  on  hand . 

Amount  expended  for  clearing  roads  of  snow 


$21 

25 

12 

OO 

28 

75 

20 

00 

20 

13 

1 6 

28 

53 

37 

50 

8 

00 

4 

25 

8 

40 

2 

00 

2 

00 

$181 

°9 

$556 

80 

i,5°° 

00 

00 

ON 

T*- 

56 

I 

44 

60 

40 

$1,741 
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Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  B.  CROMB, 

Highway  Surveyor. 


COLLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Dr. 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  15,  1902  . 

Interest  received . 

$18  84 

4  55 

$23  39 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer . 

$23  39 

GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1899. 


Dr. 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  15,  1902 .  $273  5° 

Interest  received .  24  68 

-  $298  18 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $265  39 

Amount  uncollected  Feb.  14,  1903  .  32  79 

-  $298  18 

GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1900. 


Dr. 

.  $895  69 

.  34  49 


Balance  uncollected... 
Interest  received. 


$930  18 
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Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $669  11 

Amount  uncollected . ' .  261  07 

-  $930  18 

GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1901. 


Dr. 

To  taxes  committed  for  collection .  $7,995  31 

Additional  assessments .  18  73 

Excise  tax,  M.  A.  &  W.  Street  Rail¬ 
way  Co .  27  77 

Excise  tax,  M.  &  U.  Street  Railway 

Co . . .  1 64  69 

Interest  received .  3 2  67 

- $8,239  >7 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer . $7,285  09 

Abatements . r . 3  44 

Balance  uncollected,  Feb.  14,  1903.  ..  950  64 

-  $8,239  *7 


Mendon,  Feb.  14,  1903. 


GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1902. 


REPORT  OF  THE  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  2,  1903  : 

John  W.  Barry,  Dennis  Holland,  Edna  Allen,  Edna 
French,  Abram  P.  Scribner,  John  B.  Mellen,  Seth  Hastings 
Hayward,  Mary  Johnson,  Ella  Ellis,  Bridget  Smith,  (having  a 
settlement  in  Mendon,)  Alice  W.  Staples,  (belonging  to  Hope- 
dale,)  Geo.  W.  Farrar  and  family,  (to  Northbridge,)  Barney 
Cordon,  (to  Blackstone,)  Charlotte  Scisco,  (to  Milford,) 
William  J.  Phillips,  (a  state  charge,)  have  been  wholly  or  par¬ 
tially  supported. 

The  Overseers  charge  themselves  with  the  receipt  of  the 
following  named  funds,  belonging  to  the  town : 

Balance  on  hand .  $33  29 

Eleven  town  orders . . .  1,380  00 

From  town  of  Milford  ... . . .  5  00 


$1,418  29 

The  Overseers  credit  themselves  with  paying  the  following 
amounts : 

For  support  of  John  W.  Barry . .  $170  95 

Dennis  Holland . 169  46 

*Edna  Allen .  304  42 

Edna  French .  28  70 

*  Abram  Scribner .  15  00 

John  B.  Mellen .  112  00 

Seth  Hastings  Hayward .  10  66 

Mary  Johnson .  156  96 

Ella  Ellis . 66  50 

Bridget  Smith . . .  1  00 

Alice  W.  Staples .  215  43 

George  W.  Farrar . .  15  00 

Barney  Cordon .  7  00 

Charlotte  Scisco . 5  00 

William  Phillips .  2  00 

E.  A.  Snow,  care  of  119  tramps  to  March  8, 

1902 .  17  85 


1 8 


L.  Freeman,  aiding  33  tramps  out  of  town  at  a 


cost  of .  $3  90 

E.  L.  Smith,  services  as  Overseer .  6  00 

Geo.  R.  Ford,  “  u  u  .  6  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  “  u  “  .  42  00 


$i.35S  83 

Paid  Treasurer . .  62  46 


$1,418  29 


From  the  whole  amount  paid  for  the  support  of  the 

poor .  $i.355  83 

Deduct  what  was  due  for  the  support  of  the  poor  to 

March  3,  1902 . . .  134  00 


$1,221  83 

$215  43 

15  00 
7  00 

5  °° 

2  00 

-  $244  43 

$977  40 

Add  what  will  be  due  for  support  of  the  poor  to 

March  2,  1903 .  74 

Cost  of  supporting  the  poor  for  the  year  ending - 

March  2,  1903 . $1,051  68 


What  has  been  paid  out  for  Alice  W. 

Staples . . . 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  George  W. 

Farrar . . 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  Barney  Cor¬ 
don  . 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  Charlotte 

Scisco . .? . 

What  has  been  paid  out  for  William  J. 
Phillips . 


*  Deceased. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 
GEORGE  R.  FORD, 
EDWARD  L.  SMITH, 

Overseers  of  Poor. 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK. 


DOGS  REGISTERED  IN  1902. 


79  male  dogs  . 

.  .  $158  00 

9  female  dogs 

. 

45  00 

Balance  from  1901  . 

1  80 

Registration  fees 

$17  60 

Paid  County  Treasurer 

187  20 

$204  SO 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1902. 


DATE  OF 
BIRTH. 

1901.  NAME  OF  CHILD.  PARENTS. 


Jan.  7  George  Richard  Ellis, 

Feb.  15  Maud  Marion  Scott, 

1902. 

Jan.  1  Lloyd  Augustus  Whiting, 
Jan.  12  Arthur  Edgar  Warner, 
May  2  Male. 

May  4  Merrill  Douglas  Scott, 
June  10  Mabel  Lucinne  Bouchard, 
June  23  Male. 

July  23  Bernard  Sophinian  Farrar, 
Aug.  18  Eleanor  Frances  Rhodes, 
Oct.  12  Anna  Florence  Arsenault, 
Nov.  30  Ethel  Bernice  Eldredge, 


Charles  D.  and  May  E.  Ellis. 
Malcolm  D.  and  Ida  M.  Scott. 

Edward  A.  and  Alice  G.  Whiting. 
Nelson  D.  and  Bertha  L.  Warner. 

Malcolm  D.  and  Ida  M.  Scott. 
Ozias  and  Emma  Bouchard. 
Lewis  £>.  and  Sabra  N*  Anthony. 
George  P.  and  Cecelia  B.  Farrar. 
John  N.  and  Jane  Rhodes. 

Frank  and  Adalinda  Arsenault. 
Alfred  C.  and  Leaphie  Eldredge. 


MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1902. 


DATE  OF 
MARRIAGE. 
1902. 
January  11, 

January  16, 


NAME  OF  GROOM  AND  BRIDE.  RESIDENCE. 


William  Herbert  French, 
Florence  Ina  Taft. 

Lewis  Sumner  Anthony, 
Sabra  Nancy  Moores. 


Hopedale,  Mass. 
Mendon. 
Milford,  Mass. 
Mendon. 
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DATE  OF 

MARRIAGE. 

NAME  OF  GROOM  AND  BRIDE. 

RESIDENCE. 

1902. 

April  3, 

John  N  Rhodes, 

Bellingham,  Mass. 

Jennie  Hogarth. 

Milford,  Mass.  • 

April  14, 

Charles  Adin  Brown, 

Mendon. 

Bertha  Melvina  Greene. 

Milford,  Mass. 

May  29, 

Michael  Henry  Broughey, 

Mendon. 

Alice  Taft. 

Blackstone,  Mass. 

June  26, 

Paul  Frederick  Wheeler, 

Mendon. 

Flora  May  Alger, 

Mendon. 

August  14, 

Ernest  Wood, 

Hopedale,  Mass. 

Mary  Lizzie  Wood. 

.  Mendon. 

August  21, 

Richard  Ellsworth  Hazard, 

Mendon. 

Nellie  Inez  Wheeler. 

Mendon. 

August  28, 

John  Joseph  Noyes, 

Hopedale,  Mass. 

Jessie  Florence  Wheeler. 

Mendon. 

September  8, 

Robert  V.  Pickles, 

Franklin,  Mass. 

Emma  Gertrude  Albee. 

Mendon. 

September  30, 

Clair  Wood  Freeman, 

Mendon. 

Inez  Belle  Clark. 

Mendon. 

October  29, 

Milton  Liberty  Goldthwaite, 

Uxbridge,  Mass. 

Eliza  Durkee  Fletcher. 

Mendon. 

DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1902. 


DATE  OF  DEATH.  NAME.  AGE. 


1902. 

Y* 

M. 

D. 

Jan.  8. 

Darius  Daniels  Henry, 

32 

3 

1 

Jan.  19. 

Elias  T.  Bates, 

68 

3 

13 

Feb.  12. 

Henry  Bates, 

62 

1 

22 

Mar.  22. 

Abram  P.  Scribner, 

67 

— 

2 

Apr.  5. 

Otis  R.  Inman, 

76 

3 

24 

Apr,  18. 

Willard  Swan  Wilcox, 

50 

8 

10 

May  19. 

George  W.  Scisco, 

83 

5 

9 

May  23. 

Albert  Edward  Southwick 

1 

— 

2 

June  24. 

June  24. 

- Anthony,  (male) 

Sarah  Gifford, 

72 

7 

% 

25 

July  22. 

Harry  Lucien, 

1 

— 

— 

July  24. 

Mary  Ann  Ryan, 

46 

10 

24 

July  25. 

Oscar  Eugene  Brown, 

26 

1 

4 

Aug.  7. 

Katarina  Charlotte  Svedine, 

46 

3 

25 

Aug.  11. 

Lewis  L.  Wood, 

30 

11 

1 

Sept.  24. 

Abbie  Frances  George, 

61 

3 

3 

Sept.  25. 

Hiram  A.  Kent, 

69 

— 

— 

Dec.  22. 

Albert  Newbury  Darling, 

75 

3 

29 

Dec.  25. 

Edna  S.  Allen, 

76 

7 

3 

Parents  and  others  are  requested  to  carefully  examine  the 
above  list  of  births,  marriages,  and  if  errors  or  omissions  are 
discovered  report  them  to  the  town  clerk,  that  the  record  may 
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be  corrected.  The  importance  of  a  complete  record  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  cannot  be  overestimated.  Herewith  are 
extracts  from  the  Revised  Laws.  Section  6  of  Chapter  29  of 
said  laws  requires  that,  “Parents,  within  forty  days  after  the 
birth  of  a  child,  and  every  householder,  within  forty  days  after 
a  birth  in  his  house,  shall  cause  notice  thereof  to  be  given  to  the 
clerk  of  the  city  or  town  in  which  such  child  is  born.  Every 
householder  in  whose  house  a  death  occurs,  shall,  within  five 
days  thereafter,  cause  notice  thereof  to  be  given  to  the  board  of 
health,  or  if  the  selectmen  constitute  such  board,  to  the  town 
clerk.”  All  parties  named  in  the  above  section  will,  by  com¬ 
plying  with  its  provisions,  do  much  toward  making  the  vital 
records  complete,  which  will  result  in  the  avoidance  of  many 
confusing  and  vexatious  problems,  in  tracing  families  in  the 
years  to  come. 

Blanks  for  return  of  births  or  deaths  can  be  obtained  of  the 
town  clerk. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

Town  Clerk. 


Mendon,  Feb.  13,  1903. 


TWENTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  TAFT  PUBLIG  LIBRARY. 


The  Trustees  reorganized  April  19,  1902.  Julius  A.  George, 
Esq.,  declined  a  reelection  as  Trustee  at  the  annual  meeting  in 
1902.  Mr.  George  had  served  in  that  capacity  since  1882,  and 
ever  given  freely  of  his  time  and  ability  in  carrying  on  the  work 
of  the  Library;  his  declination  to  serve  longer  as  a  Trustee  is 
regretted  by  all,  and  especially  so  by  his  former  associates  on 
the  board. 

A  bequest  of  $27.68  has  been  received  from  the  estate  of 
Charlotte  A.  Joy  Mann ;  this,  in  addition  to  her  gift  some  years 
since  of  a  large  number  of  valuable  books,  shows  her  to  have 
been  a  sincere  friend  to  the  Library. 

Three  copies  of  the  Annals  of  Mendon  have  been  sold  the 
past  year.  The  Trustees  consider  themselves  fortunate  in  hav¬ 
ing  again  secured  the  services  of  Miss  Annie  E.  Kinsley  for  Li¬ 
brarian  the  ensuing  year,  she  having  shown  herself  to  be  admira¬ 
bly  qualified  for  the  position.  You  are  referred  to  her  report, 
in  which  are  embodied  interesting  facts  concerning  the  work  of 
the  Library. 

The  books  were  examined  Feb.  13,  1903  ;  were  all  accounted 
for,  and  in  satisfactory  condition.  Three  books  have  been  de¬ 
stroyed  through  fear  of  infection.  The  thanks  of  the  citizens  are 
tendered  to  all  that  have  donated  books,  magazines,  or  other 
literature  the  past  year. 

The  Trustees  recommend  an  appropriation  of  two  hundred 
dollars  for  the  use  of  the  Library  the  ensuing  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

FRANK  H.  WOOD, 

HERBERT  F.  TAYLOR, 

Trustees  of  Taft  Public  Library. 


Mendon,  Feb.  13,  1903. 
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To  The  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library: — 

The  Library  was  reopened  Feb.  8,  1902,  for  the  distribution 
of  books. 

The  total  number  of  books  taken  out  during  the  year  was 
3,896.  The  largest  delivery  any  Saturday  was  96 ;  the  smallest 
52;  average  76. 

The  delivery  by  divisions  was  as  follows  :  Agriculture,  3  ; 
biography.  55  ;  documents,  2  ;  fiction,  3,140;  history,  93  ;  poetry, 
50;  miscellaneous,  49;  periodicals,  239;  religion,  9;  science, 
122 ;  travel,  34. 

The  total  number  of  books  in  the  library  is  4,476;  137 
having  been  added  the  past  year.  Of  these  137  volumes,  7 o 
have  been  purchased  by  the  town  and  61  contributed. 

One  was  given  by  David  Farquer  (book-binder)  ;  3  volumes 
through  M.  M.  Aldrich,  belonging  to  former  Library  of  the  2nd 
School  District  in  Mendon ;  2  by  the  Author,  John  Osborne 
Austin,  through  M.  M.  Aldrich;  1  by  Thomas  W.  Lawson;  7 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth ;  5  by  the  Smithsonian 
Institute  ;  7  by  the  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society ; 
9  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture;  2  by  J.  A. 
George ;  2  unbound  volumes  of  Harpers  and  2  unbound  volumes 
of  Outing  by  J.  A.  George. 

A  large  number  of  books  have  been  rebound. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNIE  E.  KINSLEY,  Librarian 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 

Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public 
Library  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  7,  1903. 


Dr. 

Balance  from  account  of  1902 . . .  $5  64 

Received  for  fines . ' .  2  00 

44  from  estate  of  Charlotte  A.  Joy  Mann .  27  68 

44  on  three  town  orders .  184  69 


$220  01 
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Cr. 

Paid  the  W.  B.  Clarke  Co.,  for  books .  $73  38 

44  Althea  A.  Taft,  for  books .  2  00 

44  Horace  C.  Adams,  for  books . .  50 

44  for  freight  ond  express . * .  1  90 

44  G.  M.  Billings,  for  printing .  3  50 

44  Norris  &  Staples,  for  labor . 6  10 

44  A.  H.  H.  Warren  &  Co.,  for  binding  books .  72  08 

4  Jacob  R.  Brown,  for  labor  and  cash  paid .  9  25 

44  D.  H.  Barnes,  for  can  and  oil .  1  30 

44  Annie  E.  Kinsley,  salary  as  librarian  .  50  00 


$220  01 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

Treasurer. 

Mendon,  Feb.  13,  1903. 


AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  all  the  Town  officers  and 
committees,  who  have  received  or  disbursed  funds  belonging  to 
the  town  for  the  municipal  year  ending  March  2,  1903,  and 
find  them  correctly  kept  and  with  proper  vouchers. 

NATHAN  R.  GEORGE, 

Auditor. 


Mendon,  February  16,  1903. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


SCHOO 


COMMITTEE 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  MENDON 


FOR  THE 

SCHOOL  YEAR  1902^03. 


MILFORD,  MASS.: 

Cook  &  Sons,  Printers,  Journal  Office. 
1903. 


ORGANIZATION  OF 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE.  1902-1903. 


FRANK  H.  WOOD,  Chairman,  Term  expires  1903 

NAPOLEON  S.  HOAGLAND,  Secretary,  “  “  1904 

GEORGE  SCRIVEN,  “  “  1905 


Superintendent, 


ELMER  E.  SHERMAN, 
HERBERT  F.  TAYLOR, 

Truant 

EDWARD  C.  KINSLEY, 


Term  expired  June,  1902 
Term  began  Sept.  1902 

Officers, 

LYMAN  COOK, 


HERBERT  F.  TAYLOR. 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  REPORT. 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Mendon: — 

Herewith  the  financial  report  Of  your  school  committee  for 
the  year  ending  Feb.  20th,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  financial  statement  shows  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
on  account  of  schools  for  the  year  named. 

Nearly  $300  less  was  received  last  year  from  the  state  school 
fund  than  the  year  previous.  The  teaching  of  music  has  been 
added  at  a  cost  of  more  than  $100  per  year,  for  instruction  and 
text  books.  But  the  results  have  been  so  satisfactory  that  it  has 
been  money  well  spent.  The  committee  in  view  of  these  facts 
recommends  an  appropriation  of  twenty-eight  hundred  dollars. 
This  is  in  excess  of  last  year’s  appropriation  but  it  is  $175  less 
than  that  of  two  years  ago. 

Last  year  it  cost  the  town  for  the  support  of  schools  $17.53 
for  each  child  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15  years.  The  average 
of  the  same  for  the  state  was  $22.69.  No  m°ney  for  public 
purposes  is  better  spent,  for  the  child  is  the  future.  This  money 
would  be  expended  with  more  economy,  that  is  to  say  with  bet¬ 
ter  results,  if  a  new  school  building  giving  ampler  accommoda¬ 
tions  and  providing  better  sanitary  conditions,  were  erected  at 
the  centre.  The  saving  that  would  be  made  in  discontinuing 
the  Albeeville  school  and  the  North  End  school  and  transporting 
the  pupils  to  the  center,  would  pay  the  interest  after  the  first 
year  on  the  amount  of  a  loan  which  would  build  a  satisfactory 
schoolhouse,  such  as  would  be  a  creditable  attraction  to  the 
town.  The  final  payment  on  the  East  Mendon  school  building 
will  be  made  this  coming  year.  Therefore,  the  present  time  is 
propitious  to  do  what  has  so  long  been  needed. 

The  amount  of  taxable  property  in  the  town  increased  last 
year  about  $26,000  and  it  is  understood  that  there  will  be  a  still 
further  increase  the  coming  year.  A  new  school  building  would 
be  an  important  factor  in  swelling  the  current  of  prosperity  and 
directing  it  to  worthy  ends. 

Superintendent  Herbert  F.  Taylor,  who  took  charge  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  presents  herewith  his  report  concerning  the  condition 
of  the  schools  and  we  bespeak  it  your  careful  reading  and  consid¬ 
eration. 


4 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 
Receipts. 


Appropriation .  $2700  00 

Balance  from  last  year .  603  39 

From  state  school  fund.. .  444  76 

From  state  on  account  of  Supt . .  416  67 

Dog  tax . 174  10 

Tuition .  35  00 

Furniture  and  paper  sold .  3  00 

Disbursements. 

Teachers’  salaries . $2,731  50 

Superintendent .  476  68 

Janitors  and  care  of  rooms..... .  no  35 

Fuel  . . .  1 91  63 

Transportation .  299  85 

Text-books  and  supplies .  275  78 

Incidentals .  159  00 


Balance  on  hand,  Feb.  20,  1903, 


Teachers : — 

Edward  F.  Blood .  $720  00 

Mary  A.  Peffers . 456  00 

Florence  Rhodes .  24  00 

Adelaide  E.  Flagg .  12  00 

Mary  E.  Dudley .  441  50 

Alma  S.  Seavey .  54  00 

Constance  E.  D.  Freethy .  286  00 

Edith  Rockwell .  342  00 

Lillian  Porter .  342  00 

Frank  H.  Lowell .  54  00 


Superintendent : — 

E.  E.  Sherman,  4  months .  226  68 

H.  F.  Taylor,  5  months .  250  00 


Received  from  state  for  school  year . 

Net  cost  of  superintending  for  year..... 


Fuel : — 

Harold  M.  Curtiss,  10  1-2  tons  coal..  $76  63 

M.  H.  Broughey,  7  cords  wood .  48  25 

Lewis  Bates,  4  cords  wood .  28  25 


$4,376  92 


$4,244  79 
$132  13 


$273!  5° 

$476  68 
416  67 

$60  01 


George  Davenport,  i  cord  wood .  $7  5° 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  2  cords  wood .  12  00 

George  Scriven,  1  cord  wood . .  6.00 

Philip  S.  Coffin,  1  1-2  cords  wood .  9  00 

George  G.  Davenport,  1-2  cord  wood 

saw^ed  and  split .  4  00 

-  $191  63 

Transportation : — 

I.  Barrows .  $220  60 

Geo.  M.  Taft .  39  00 

M.  &  U.  St.  Ry .  40  25 

-  $299  85 

Care  of  Rooms  : — 

Janitoring : — 

Fred  Snow,  Center .  $40  00 

Edith  Rockwell,  North .  19  00 

Alma  S.  Seavey,  Albeeville .  3  00 

Constance  E.  D.  Freethy,  Albeeville  16  50 

Lillian  Porter,  East .  19  00 

Cleaning  Rooms : — 

Mrs.  Sylvester  Cook,  East .  1  25 

Mrs.  Robert  Ferris,  Center..... .  6  10 

Gladys  Goss,  North .  5  00 

E.  L.  Smith . 50 

-  $110  35 

Incidentals : — 

Geo.  S.  Perry  &  Co.,  one  flag .  $3  75 

Frank  E.  Barrows,  putting  on  and 

taking  off  storm  windows..! .  $1  00 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons  : — 

Whiting  floor  brush .  $2  50 

Duster . . 75 

Damper . 40 

- $3  65 

Wm.  Smith : — 

Plumbing  materials .  $3  70 

Labor  and  car  fare .  3  00 

- $6  70 

N.  S.  Hoagland  : — 

Services  on  school  committee(2 years)  $2  50 

44  election  of  new  superintend- 

?nt .  3  75 

44  taking  school  census  of  town  7  00 

44  as  secretary .  10  00 

44  mowing  part  of  school  yard  1  30 

Paid  Waterman  Taft  for  mowing  yard  1  30 


6 


iooo  printed  envelopes . , .  $2  50 

1000  printed  letter-heads .  2  50 

Postage .  2  26 

Sundry  repairs  and  incidentals .  2  85 

Paid  E.  A.  Snow  for  cleaning  pipe..  50 


A.  C.  Eldredge : 

Whitewashing  and  setting  glass  . 


Norris,  Staples  &  Gould  : 

7  gals,  boiled  oil .  $5  60 

Material  for  repairs .  2  46 

62  lbs.  stove  pipe  and  labor .  10  19 

E.  L.  Smith : 

Putting  in  seats,  Center .  $1  50 

Use  of  well,  Center . . .  7  00 


Frank  J.  Dutcher,  Sec.  Dist.  Com. . 

Avery  &  Woodbury,  table  High  School 
Houghton  &  Dutton,  8  window  shades 
Herbert  F.  Taylor : 


Freight,  cartage  and  express .  $2  60 

Repairs . .  1  20 

1-3  5 00  Gov’t,  envelopes .  3  53 

1-2  doz.  paintboxes .  12 

Map  Worcester  Co .  98 


Kenney  Bros.  &  Wolkins  : 

Three  adjustable  seats  and  desks .  $10  20 

One  duster . * .  1  50 

Three  punches .  75 

E.  E.  Sherman: — 

Express  and  carting .  $7  3 2 

Traveling  expenses .  1  45 

Sundries .  7° 


Geo.  Scriven : — 

Paid  Geo.  Davenport,  for  sawing 

wood . .  $1  30 

Cleaning  school  yard  and  cutting  grass  2  75 

Services  on  school  committee .  3  75 


Frank  H.  Wood  : — 

Services  on  school  committee . 

Geo.  Davenport: — 

Repairs  on  Hub  heater .  $1  50 


$36  46 
$2  30 

18  25 

8  50 

1  00 

4  25 

2  80 

•8  43 

12  45 

9  47 

7  80 

5  00 
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39  1-2  lbs.  6  in.  pipe  and  elbow .  $4  94 

Services  rendered .  1  00 

Cleaning  vault .  50 

Florence  Driscoll : — 

Oiling  school  floors,  Center  and  East  $5  25 

Repairs  at  Center,  fence,  doors,  etc .  5  25 

Materials  and  car  fare . . .  75 


John  Driscoll : — 

Cleaning  school  yard .  $1  5° 

Helping  repair  fence . .  1  5° 


Jno.  W.  Estey,  use  of  well... 
Geo.  E.  Thayer,  use  of  well 


$7  94 


11  25 


3  00 
3  00 
2  00 


Text  Books  and  Supplies : — 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co . 

Ginn  &  Co . 

J.  L.  Hammett  &  Co . 

Silver,  Burdett  &  Co . 

The  Prang  Ed.  Co . 

G.  M.  Billings . 

E.  E.  Sherman . 

Kenny  Bros.  &  Wolkins . 

Boston  School  Supply  Co... 

American  Book  Co . 

L.  E.  Knott  &  Co . 

Chas.  Scribner’s  Sons . . 

Allyn  &  Bacon . 

Benj.  H.  Sanborn . 

Herbert  F.  Taylor . 

Henry  Holt  &  Co . 

Edward  E.  Bobb  &  Co _ 

Wadsworth  &  Howland . 


$159  00 


$  7 
3° 
61 

34 


68 

97 

23 

°4 

08 


4 

3 

H 

23 

23 

5 

20 

4 

8 

3 

7 


17 

64 

3° 

96 

24 

49 

48 

i7 


00 

03 

5o 

46 


34 


$275  7s 


Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  H.  WOOD, 

NAPOLEON  S.  HOAGLAND, 
GEORGE  SCRIVEN, 

School  Committee. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Mendon  : — 

Gentlemen: — I  hereby  submit  the  ninth  annual  report  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Schools  and  the  first  of  the  present  incum¬ 
bent. 

I  found  when  taking  up  the  work*  in  September,  your 
schools  in  excellent  condition,  so  the  problem  thus  far  has  been 
to  maintain  the  high  standard  set  by  my  predecessor,  rather  than 
introduce  innovations. 

Good  schools  depend  on  two  important  considerations, 
good  teachers  and  satisfactory  material  equipment. 

The  teachers  show  an  interest  and  enthusiasm  which  is  pro¬ 
ductive  of  good  results,  and  it  is  an  added  source  of  satisfaction 
that  only  one  change  has  been  made.  Miss  Seavey  resigning, 
her  place  was  filled  by  Miss  Constance  Freethy,  a  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity  graduate,  whose  college  training  gives  to  her  teaching  a 
most  desirable  breadth. 

The  matter  of  material  equipment  is  much  less  satisfactory 
and  merits  your  most  careful  and  immediate  attention. 

The  problem  is  most  perplexing  at  the  Center. 

A  somewhat  unexpected  influx  of  children  in  the  primary 
room  in  September  necessitated  putting  more  seats  into  a  room 
already  too  full  for  the  best  educational  or  hygenic  results.  The 
room  now  contains  forty-nine  seats  and  every  seat  has  an  occu¬ 
pant.  Should  the  number  entering  next  fall  be  even  approxi¬ 
mately  as  large  as  was  the  class  last  September,  the  room  will 
be  inadequate  to  seat  the  pupils. 

The  only  outlet  for  the  overflow  would  be  the  grammar 
room.  Unfortunately  seats  have  been  added  there  also  this 
year,  so  that  but  three  more  are  possible,  and  those  must  be 
placed  so  close  to  the  stove  as  to  be  very  uncomfortable  when 
there  is  a  fire.  The  class  to  enter  the  high  school  from  the 
grammar  room  is  smaller  than  the  one  which  will  enter  the 
grammar  from  the  primary,  so  promotions  will  give  no  relief. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  some  provision  must  be  made  for 
the  children  who  logically  belong  to  the  Center  school. 

There  would  seem  to  be  two  solutions  to  the  problem. 

First,  to  build  a  school  building  at  the  Center,  which  should 
be  so  situated  that  the  North  School  could  be  discontinued,  and 
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large  enough  so  that  the  children  of  Albeeville  could  be  trans¬ 
ported,  thus  centralizing  the  schools  in  one  building. 

This  would  save  the  town  the  salary  of  one  teacher,  as 
three  could  do  the  work  now  done  by  four,  and  as  the  number 
of  grades  for  each  teacher  would  be  less,  the  work  would  nat¬ 
urally  be  done  much  better. 

Suitable  quarters  would  also  be  provided  for  the  high 
school,  and  taking  advantage  of  a  law  passed  last  year,  an  ex¬ 
tract  of  which  will  be  found  in  another  part  of  this  report, 
another  teacher  could  be  added  at  a  very  slight  expense  to  the 
town,  thus  doubling  the  efficiency  of  the  high  school  work. 

No  more  satisfactory  work  can  be  done  by  one  man  than  is 
being  done  by  Mr.  Blood,  your  present  principal,  but  with  four 
classes,  one  cannot  do  the  work  required  by  the  state  to  entitle  a 
high  school  to  recognition  as  an  approved  school.  The  statute 
says  that  in  order  to  secure  financial  aid  from  the  state,  two 
teachers  must  be  employed. 

The  other  plan  of  accommodating  the  classes  at  the  Center, 
would  be  to  abolish  the  high  school,  sending  the  children  who 
desire  a  high  school  education  to  neighboring  towns,  where  the 
state  would  pay  tuition.  The  room  left  vacant  could  be  utilized 
as  a  grammar  room,  thus  relieving  the  pressure  below. 

An  extract  from  the  statute  by  which  Mendon  would  be  en¬ 
titled  to  the  aid  mentioned,  follows : 

“A  town  whose  valuation  is  less  than  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  treas¬ 
ury  of  the  Commonwealth  all  necessary  amounts,  and  a  town 
whose  valuation  exceeds  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  but  whose  number  of  families  is  less  than  five  hundred  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  treasury  of  the  Commonwealth 
half  of  all  necessary  amounts  which  have  actually  been  expend¬ 
ed  for  high  school  tuition  :  provided ,  that  such  expenditure  shall 
be  certified  under  oath  to  the  board  of  education  by  its  school 
committee  within  thirty  days  after  the  date  of  such  expenditure ; 
but,  if  a  town  of  less  than  five  hundred  families  maintains  a  high 
school  of  its  own  of  the  character  described  in  section  two  of 
this  chapter  and  employs  at  least  two  teachers  therein,  it  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  annually  from  the  treasury  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  toward  the  support  of  such  high  school  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  dollars.  No  town  the  valuation  of  which  aver¬ 
ages  a  larger  sum  for  each  pupil  in  the  average  membership  of 
its  public  schools  than  the  corresponding  average  for  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  shall  receive  money  from  the  Commonwealth  under 
the  provisions  of  this  section ;  and  no  expenditure  shall  be  made 
by  the  Commonwealth  on  account  of  high  school  instruction 
under  the  provisions  of  this  section  unless  the  high  school  in 
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which  such  instruction  is  furnished  has  been  approved  by  the 
board  of  education.” 

With  an  average  of  four  grades  to  each  teacher,  improve¬ 
ment  in  your  schools  must  manifestly  come  from  a  closer  correl¬ 
ation  in  the  subjects  taught.  This  correlation  will  come  not 
from  a  re-arrrangement  of  the  course  of  study,  but  from  a  bet¬ 
ter  interpretation  of  the  one  now  in  use. 

It  is  my  purpose  to  re-arrange  the  reading  material  in  a 
definite  sequence,  which  shall  furnish  the  children  an  outline  for 
future  reading,  even  though  they  go  no  farther  than  the  grammar 
school.  The  teaching  of  what  to  read  is  fully  as  important  as 
the  teaching  how  to  read. 

The  study  of  Music  has  been  replaced  in  the  curriculum  and 
Mr.  Frank  Lowell  secured  to  supervise.  The  work  has  been 
taken  up  with  enthusiasm  by  teachers  and  children  and  under 
the  skillful  guidance  of  the  supervisor  good  work  has  been  done. 

The  subject  of  drawing  has  been  continued  and  a  small 
sum  expended  for  water  colors.  It  is  hoped  that  more  attention 
may  be  given  this  important  branch  next  year. 

A  perusal  of  the  table  on  the  next  page  shows  the  following 
facts. 


Average  membership....!.... . 1 39 

Average  attendance . 133 

Per  cent,  of  attendance . 95 “h 

Number  of  tardy  marks: . 290 


A  comparison  with  last  year’s  figures  shows  that  the  atten¬ 
dance  has  increased  2  per  cent,  which  is  most  gratifying.  The 
tardy  marks  have  decreased  7L  which  is  also  gratifying,  as  the 
habits  of  punctuality  and  regularity  are  essential  not  only  in 
school  affairs,  but  in  all  the  affairs  of  life. 

In  closing,  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  committee  and 
townspeople  for  aid  in  the  work  of  the  schools,  and  to  especially 
thank  the  teachers  for  their  loyal  and  hearty  co-operation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HERBERT  F.  TAYLOR, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 


SCHOOL  REGISTER  STATISTICS,  SEPT.,  1901  TO  JUNE,  1902. 
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School  Census  Statistics,  Sept.,  1902. 

Number  of  children  in  town  between  five  and  fifteen,  ...  81  73  154 

Number  of  children  in  town  between  seven  and  fourteen,  .  .  .66  49  115 


TEACHERS,  DECEMBER,  1902. 


SCHOOL. 

TEACHER. 

WHERE  FITTED. 

High, 

Edward  F.  Blood, 

Dartmouth  College. 

Grammar, 

Grades  5,  6*  7,  8, 

Mary  A.  Peffers, 

Bridgewater  Normal. 

Primary, 

Grades  1,  2,  3,  4, 

Mary  E.  Dudley, 

Mendon  High. 

North, 

Grades  1,  3,  4,  6,  8, 

Edith  F.  Rockwell, 

Salem  Normal. 

East, 

Grades  1,  3,4,  5,  7, 

Lillian  F.  Porter, 

Newburyp’t  Training  School. 

Albeeville, 

Grades  1,3, 4,  6,7,8, 

Constance  Freethy, 

Boston  University. 

SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1902-1903. 


F,ALL  TERM. 

WINTER 

TERM. 

SPRING 

TERM . 

14  Weeks. 

12  Weeks. 

10  Weeks. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

Lower 

Sept.  8, 

Dec.  12, 

Dec.  29, 

Mar.  20, 

April  6, 

June  12, 

Schools, 

1902. 

,  1902. 

1902. 

1903. 

1903. 

1903. 

High  School, 

Sept.  2, 

Dec.  19, 

Dec.  29, 

Mar.  27, 

April  6, 

June  19, 

40  weeks, 

1902. 

1902. 

1902. 

1903. 

1903. 

1903. 

HOLIDAYS: — Labor  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Friday 

following. 
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SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1903-1904. 


FALL  TERM. 

14  Weeks. 

WINTER  TERM. 

12  Weeks. 

SPRING  TERM. 

10  Weeks. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

Lower 

Schools, 
High  School, 
40  weeks, 

Sept.  14, 
1903. 
Sept.  8, 
1903. 

Dec.  18, 
1903. 
Dec.  24, 
1903. 

Jan.  4, 
1904. 
Jan.  4, 
1904. 

Mar.  25, 
1904. 
April  1, 
1904. 

April  11, 
1904. 
April  11, 
1904. 

June  17, 
1904. 
June  24, 
1904. 

HOLIDAYS: — Thanksgiving  Day  and  Friday  following, 
Washington’s  Birthday,  Patriots’  Day  and  Memorial  Day. 


BRIEF  EXTRACTS  FROM  EDUCATIONAL  LAWS. 

1.  All  children  between  7  and  14,  unless  sick,  feeble¬ 
minded,  at  an  approved  private  school,  or  otherwise  instructed 
in  branches,  required  by  law,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  School 
Committee,  must  attend  the  public  school  during  the  entire  time 
of  each  school  year.  Penalty  to  parent  or  guardian  for  failure 
in  attendance  for  five  days’  sessions  within  any  period  of  six 
months,  $20. 

2.  No  child  under  14  shall  be  employed  “in  any  factory, 
workshop  or  mercantile  establishment.”  “No  such  child  shall 
be  employed  in  any  work  performed  for  wages  or  other  com¬ 
pensation”  during  the  hours  when  the  public  school  is  in  session 
nor  before  six  o’clock  in  the  morning  nor  after  seven  in  the 
evening. 

3.  No  child  under  16  shall  be  employed  in  any  factory, 
workshop  or  mercantile  establishment  without  a  certificate  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Schools.  He  must  present  an  employ¬ 
ment  ticket  from  the  person  who  wishes  to  employ  him,  on  ap¬ 
plying  for  a  certificate.  The  father,  if  living  and  a  resident, 
must  sign  the  certificate  of  age ;  if  not,  the  mother ;  if  neither, 
the  guardian. 
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4.  Children  between  14  and  16  must  either  attend  school 
or  be  regularly  employed. 

5.  Children  must  be  vaccinated  before  attending  school, 
but  a  certificate  from  a  regular  physician,  saying  a  child  is  an 
unfit  subject  for  vaccination,  allows  attendance. 

No  child  can  attend  school  from  a  household  in  which  there 
is  a  case  of  smallpox,  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever  or  measles,  or 
from  a  household  exposed  to  a  contagion  from  a  household  as 
aforesaid.  Two  weeks  after  the  death,  removal  or  recovery  of 
the  patient  in  a  case  of  the  first  three  mentioned,  or  three  days 
after  in  a  case  of  measles,  the  child  may  return  on  presentation 
of  a  certificate  from  the  attending  physician  or  from  the  board  of 
health. 

6.  The  last  regular  session  prior  to  Memorial  Day,  or  a 
portion  thereof,  shall  be  devoted  to  exercises  of  a  patriotic  na¬ 
ture.” 

7.  A  United  States  flag  not  less  than  four  feet  in  length 
shall  be  displayed  on  the  schoolhouse  grounds  or  building  every 
school  day,  when  the  weather  will  permit,  and  on  the  inside  of 
the  schoolhouse  on  other  school  days. 

8.  A  written  excuse  stating  cause  of  absence,  and  signed 
by  parent  or  guardian,  must  be  presented  by  the  pupil  on  his  re¬ 
turn  to  school. 

9.  “Every  habitual  school  offender,  that  is,  every  child 
under  fourteen  years  of  age  who  persistently  violates  the  reason¬ 
able  regulations  of  the  school  which  he  attends,  or  otherwise 
persistently  misbehaves  therein,  so  as  to  render  himself  a  fit  sub¬ 
ject  for  exclusion  therefrom,  upon  complaint  by  a  truant  officer, 
and  conviction  thereof,  may  be  committed,  if  a  boy  at  the  dis¬ 
cretion  of  the  court,  to  a  county  truant  school  for  a  period  not 
exceeding  two  years,  or  to  the  Lyman  school  for  boys,  and,  if  a 
girl,  to  the  state  industrial  school  for  girls.” 


ROLL  OF  HONOR. 


The  following  pupils  have  been  neither  absent  or  tardy  for 
the  consecutive  terms  specified.  The  record  ends  June,  1902. 


EIGHT  YEARS— TWO  TERMS. 
Mabel  D.  Snow — High. 


SIX  YEARS— TWO  TERMS. 
Rose  E.  Snow — High. 


ONE  YEAR— TWO  TERMS. 

Homer  Darling — - North . 

ONE  YEAR— ONE  TERM. 

Lois  A.  Congdon,  Gladys  Hoagland,  A.  Sunnier  Cole¬ 
man — Primary. 


ONE  YEAR. 

A.  Everett  Eldredge,  Louise  Curliss — High. 
Lewis  Holbrook,  Roy  A.  Barrows — Grammar , 

Beatrice  Taft — Primary. 


WINTER  AND  SPRING  TERMS. 

John  Driscoll,  Mabel  Cromb — High. 

George  M.  Barrows,  Harold  C.  Barrows,  Moses  Coleman 
— Primary. 
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FALL  TERM. 

Lulu  Taft,  Caroline  S.  Wood,  Charles  B.  Congdon,  Har¬ 
old  Eldredge — High. 

Hazel  Brackett,  Mabel  M.  Taft,  Rose  Arsenault,  John  J. 
Arsenault,  Herbert  S.  Wood — Grammar. 

Leonard  G.  Burr,  Eva  Daley,  Arthur  C.  Pierson,  Mary  B. 
Arsenault,  Raymond  L.  Daley,  Bertha  E.  Pierson,  Carl  M. 
Taft,  Henry  J.  Wood — Primary. 

Florence  Aldrich,  Walter  Beal,  Abbie  M.  Darling,  Bertha 
Beal,  Raymond  Goss,  Nina  Taft,  Grace  Taft — Noi'th. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Charles  B.  Congdon,  George  W.  Cromb,  Harold  Eldredge, 
Lulu  Taft,  Caroline  S.  Wood — High. 

Charles  Driscoll,  Herbert  S.  Wood,  Ralph  Gaskill,  Davis 
Hill,  Mabel  Taft,  Helen  Hoagland — Grammar. 

Frank  S.  Brown,  Carl  M.  Taft,  Henry  J.  Wood — Primary. 

Nina  Taft — North. 

Annie  Phillips,  Marion  Lewis — East. 

Lizzie  F.  Smith,  Mary  A.  Hogarth — Albeeville. 


SPRING  TERM. 

Louise  Congdon — High. 

Charles  Driscoll — Grammar. 

Pearl  M.  Cromb  Mary  B.  Arsenault,  Leonard  G.  Burr, 
Agnes  M.  Harrington,  Arthur  C.  Pierson,  Vera  Wilson,  Helen 
A.  Dexter,  Charles  E.  Ferris,  Philip  Harrington,  William  Cur- 
liss,  Louis  Montani,  John  R.  Thompson — Primary. 

x\bbie  M.  Darling,  Rufus  E.  Taft,  Bertha  M.  Beal — North. 

Charles  Phillips,  Bertha  Phillips,  Chester  Rowe,  Grace 
T  hay  e  r — East. 

Everett  D.  Robinson — Albeeville. 


TOWN  WARRANT 


Worcester ,  ss. — To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
in  the  County  of  Worcester,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon 
qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 
Town  Hall,  in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  second  day  of 
March,  next,  punctually  at  9  o’clock,  a.  m.,  to  act  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  articles,  viz  : 

Article  i.  To  choose,  a  Moderator  to  preside  in  said 
meeting. 

Article  2.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  several  town  offi- 
ce'rs  and  committees  and  act  thereon. 

•  Article  3.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the 
year  ensuing. 

Article  4.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  are  necessary 
to  defray  town  charges,  and  make  appropriations  of  the  same. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  list 
of  jurors  reported  by  the  Selectmen,  or  make  any  alteration  in 
the  same. 

Article  6.  To  see  what  measures,  if  any,  the  town  will 
adopt  to  secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Treas¬ 
urer  to  hire  money  to  pay  current  expenses  for  the  municipal 
year  commencing  March  2d,  1903,  in  anticipation  of  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  the  taxes. 

Article  8.  To  bring  in  their  ballots,  “Yes”  or  “No”  in 
answer  to  the  question,  4 ‘Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town?” 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  continue  communica¬ 
tion  by  telephone  with  Milford,  as  security  against  destruction 
by  fire,  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropri- 
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ate  any  sum  of  money  for  Memorial  Day  services  and  appoint  a 
committee  to  expend  the  same. 

Article  ii.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  any  sum  of  money  for  the  proposed  Worcester  County 
Soldiers’  Monument  or  act  in  any  manner  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  purchase  or 
take,  a  piece  of  land  at  Mendon  Centre,  as  a  site  for  a  school 
building,  or  act  in  any  manner  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  build  a  school 
building  at  Mendon  Centre,  determine  the  size  and  form  of  the 
same,  or  act  in  any  manner  in  relation  to  such  a  building. 

Article  14.  To  see  what  measures  the  town  will  take  to 
provide  the  fund  necessary  to  carry  out  the  votes  passed  under 
articles  12  and  13,  or  either  of  them. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  abolish  its 
high  school  and  send  its  pupils  to  the  high  school  of  some  other 
town,  or  act  in  any  manner  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropri¬ 
ate  any  sum  of  money  for  binding  by  the  Emery  process,  the 
early  records  of  births,  marriage  intentions,  marriages,  deaths, 
and  miscellaneous  matter,  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  the  observance  of  “Old  Home  Week,” 
and  choose  a  committee  to  expend  the  same. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  determine  when  its 
financial  year  shall  close. 

Article  19.  To  see  if  she  town  will  vote  that  a  copy  of 
its  annual  report  be  mailed  to  each  voter  of  the  town  not 
later  than  Feb.  20th  of  each  year,  or  act  in  any  manner  in  re¬ 
lation  thereto. 

Article  20.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  suppression 
of  illegal  liquor  selling,  gambling  and  vice.  • 

Article  21.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate 
money  for  marking  historic  spots,  within  its  limits,  or  take 
any  other  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  22.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  repay  to  Al¬ 
pha  Tancrelle  the  sum  of  fifteen  and  fifty  one-hundredths  dol- 
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ars  collected  by  the  Collector  of  Taxes  for  1900,  through  a  mis¬ 
take  of  the  Assessors. 


Article  23.  To  see  if  the  town  will  act  in  any  way  toward 
establishing  its  claim  to  land  adjoining  Cook’s  cove,  so  called,  at 
Nipmuck  Pond. 

The  polls  may  by  vote  be  closed  at  1  p.  m. 


And  you  are  hereby  directed  to  serve  this  warrant,  by  post¬ 
ing  up  attested  copies  thereof  at  each  of  the  following  places  in 
said  town,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  said 
meeting,  viz  : —  At  the  post-office,  and  on  the  guide  board  near 
the  school-house  in  Albeeville,  and  at  the  post-office  in  South 
Milford. 

Hereof,  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen,  or  Town  Clerk,  before 
the  time  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  sixteenth  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  three. 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 
GEORGE  M.  TAFT, 
EDWARD  C.  KINSLEY. 


A  true  copy  attest. 

CHARLES  I.  BARNES, 


Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


Constable  of  Mendon. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE  VARIOUS 

BOARDS  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  JVIENDON, 


INCLUDING  REPORT  OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


FOR  THE 


Municipal  Year  Ending  March  7,  1904. 


[237TH  ANNUAL  REPORT.] 


MILFORD,  MASS.: 

Cook  &  Sons,  Printers,  Journal  Office. 
1904. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


The  undersigned.  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  for 
the  municipal  year  ending  March  7,  1904,  respectfully  submits 
an  account  of  his  doings. 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  receiving  the  following 
items,  viz  : — 

To  cash  received  of  the  Treasurer  for  the 

year  ending  March  2,  1903 .  $  998  78 

To  cash  borrowed  on  three  Town  notes  ....  3,000  00 

4 4  received  for  use  of  telephone .  68  17 

4  4  4  4  of  E.  C.  Kinsley,  janitor  90  25 

4  4  4  4  of  E.  C.  Kinsley,  old 

hose  sold . . .  1  00 

To  cash  received  of  State  Treasurer,  bal¬ 
ance  corporation  tax .  46  1 1 

To  cash  received  of  Geo.  B.  Cromb,  bal¬ 
ance  Highway  Surveyor,  1902-3 .  1  44 

To  cash,  Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co., 

grove  license .  10  00 

To  cash  received,  Town  of  Blackstone .  24  00 

4  4  4  4  Memorial  Day  committee  22 

4  4  4  4  Town  of  Northbridge .  3  50 

4  4  44  State  Treasurer,  inspect¬ 
ing  animals .  17  5° 

To  cash  received,  Wm.  G.  Pond,  clerk 

Third  District  Court .  20  00 

To  cash  received,  School  Committee,  net 

proceeds  sale  of  South  schoolhouse..  94  00 

To  cash  received,  Albert  Southwick, 

butcher’s  license . .  1  00 

To  cash  received,  •  State  Treasurer,  Cor¬ 
poration  tax .  69  62 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  tax .  439  49 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  State 

Aid .  488  00 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  indi¬ 
gent  soldiers . 35  °o 
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To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  Street 

Railway  tax . .  $780  99 

To  cash  received,  S.  Warren  Cook,  auc¬ 
tioneer’s  license .  2  00 

To  cash  received,  Fred  Kohl,  butcher’s 

license .  '  1  00 

To  cash  received,  Milford  &  Uxbridge  St. 

Ry.  Co.  Excise  tax . .  252  72 

To  cash  received,  Milford,  Attleboro  & 

Woonsocket  St.  Ry.  Co.  Excise  tax..  27  82 

To  cash  received,  Town  of  Uxbridge .  12  00 

“  “  Hopedale  .  158  10 

“  “  “  u  .  90  50 

“  ‘k  County  Treasurer,  dog 

fund  . 172  79 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  income 

school  fund . .  929  86 

To  cash  received,  J.  B.  Driscoll,  one-half 

fees  hay  scales . 1 .  15  52 

To  cash  received,  W.  N.  Thompson  for 

tuition .  30  00 

To  cash  received,  Chas.  P.  Fleming,  dis¬ 
infecting . 3  00 

To  cash  received,  Horace  C.  Adams,  two 

copies  Annals .  5  50 

To  cash  received,  Horace  C.  Adams,  two 

copies  Prop.  Records . I . ^ .  6  00 

To  cash  received,  Milford  &  Uxbridge  St. 

Ry.  Co.,  account  Howe .  2  50 

To  cash  received,  Geo.  M.  Taft,  Collector 

taxes,  1900  . .  .  29  08 

To  cash  received,  Geo.  M.  Taft,  Collector 

taxes,  1901 .  232  68 

To  cash  received,  Geo.  M.  Taft,  Collector 

taxes,  1902 .  695  24 

To  cash  received,  Leonard  T.  Gaskill, 

Collector,  1903.’ . . .  6,480  06 

To  cash  received  from  Milford  Savings 

Bank  on  20  Town  notes  $500  each.  ..  10,000  00 
To  cash  received,  interest  on  above  notes  129  32 
“  “  Milford  Savings  Bank 

on  20  town  notes  $150  each .  3,000  00 

- $28,464  76 
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The  Treasurer  credits  himself  with  paying  the  following 


sums,  viz  : — 

By  paying  153  Town  orders  . $20,837  31 

44  3  Town  notes .  2,500  00 

44  interest  on  same .  94  61 

44  Austin  A.  Taft,  one  note .  500  00 

44  Austin  A.  Taft,  interest  on  same  21  45 

44  Interest  on  20  notes  to  Nov.  1 

to  Milford  Savings  Bank .  187  59 

By  paying  County  tax .  655  00 

44  State  tax . 475  00 

“  School  Committee .  1,132  65 

By  cash  on  hand  to  balance .  2,061  15 

- $28,464  76 

By  cash  on  hand,  Treas.  of  School  Com.  $420  72 

44  44  Excise  tax .  923  78 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL,  Treasurer. 


AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 
Dr. 


To  cash  received  of  Geo.  M.  Taft,  Treas¬ 
urer  1902-1903,  deposited  in  Milford 

Savings  Bank .  $1,020  83 

To  cash  deposited  in  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  Savings .  456'  20 

To  cash  received  as  interest  of  Worcester 
County  Institution  for  Savings,  Jan. 

1,  1904 .  18  24 

To  cash  received  as  interest  of  Milford 

Savings  Bank  to  Oct.  11,  1903 .  •  35  49 

To  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings  Bank  25  00 


Cr. 


$I>555  76 


By  cash  paid,  4  Town  orders.. .  $87  50  . 

“  deposited  in  Milford  Savings  Bank  993  82 
44  “  Worcester  County  In¬ 
stitution  for  Savings .  474  44 


- $L555  76 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL,  Treasurer. 
Mendon,  Feb.  1,  1904. 


SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  expenditures  of  the  Town  for  the  municipal  year  ending 
March  7,  1904  : — 

INCIDENTALS. 

Daniel  H.  Barnes,  telephone  13  months... .  $65  00 

Albert  W.  Gaskill,  inspecting  animals .  35  00 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  Memorial  services .  5°  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  cash  paid  for  work  at  monument .  1  00 

H.  S.  Coleman,  services  as  teller .  1  5° 

E.  L.  Smith,  drawing  lumber . * . '. .  2  00 

Arthur  V.  Pond,  services  as  teller,  2  times . .  2  00 

William  Smith,  work  at  tub .  3  10 

P.  B.  Murphy,  assessors’  blanks . . .  .  4  80 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  cash  paid,  work  at  P.  O.  Square .  1  00 

Clarence  A.  Taft,  services  as  teller,  2  times .  2  00 

Emery  Record  Preserving  Co .  180  00 

Alpha  Tancrelle . . .  15  5° 

E.  L.  Smith,  work  at  Town  well . 1  5° 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  work  in  old  cemetery .  8  00 

Worcester  County  Abstract  Co.,  examining  titles .  5  80 

Amos  Gallant,  curbing  Town  well . ! .  3  53 

H.  C.  Snell,  services .  7  52 

Geo.  Hines,  injury  to  horse  .  10  00 

Jeremiah  B.  Driscoll,  services  in  criminal  cases .  8  49 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  mowing  brush . 1  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  work  on  engine .  1  05 

E.  C.  Kinsley,  work  on  engine .  3  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  work  on  engine . . .  4  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  box  for  water  works .  3  60 

J.  B.  Driscoll,  watching,  nights  of  July  3  and  4,  et.c.  3  50 

E.  W.  Howe,  damage  to  wagon .  2  50 

E.  C.  Kinsley,  cash  paid  for  fighting  fire  Nov.  2 .  2  50 

J.  F.  Damon,  testing  fire  engine . .  , .  6  00 

Cenedella  Bros.,  work  on  sidewalk. .  72  39 

Cenedella  Bros.,  work  at  schoolhouse .  21  75 

Cenedella  Bros.,  laying  pipe  on  Main  street .  5 
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$240  99 
2  oo 
2  00 
11  68 
2  00 
1  50 
4  00 
49  19 


1  25 

2  00 


18  00 
8  96 

5  75 
5° 
3  25 

2  00 
$914  00 


AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 


Cash  paid,  4  orders . : .  $87  5° 

Cash  returned  to  bank . C . .  25  00 

Amount  expended . . .  $62  50 

TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Two  orders .  $165  00 


SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS,  SCHOOL  BOOKS  AND 
INCIDENTALS. 


Paid  School  Committee . . .  $2,800  00 

HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR. 

Paid  Geo.  B.  Cromb,  repairs  of  roads .  $1,556  38 

Old  snow  bill . . . .  59  7^ 

Snow  bills .  10 7  75 


H.  C.  Adams,  insurance . 

A.  V.  Pond,  services  as  teller . 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  services  as  teller . 

Cenedella  Bros.,  pipe,  sidewalk . 

Dr.  Campbell,  services . 

Wm.  Smith,  work  at  tub . 

H.  W.  Gaskill,  surveying  sidewalk . 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  pipe  and  sundries  on  Main  St. 

H.  M.  Curtiss,  coal  for  fire  department . 

G.  M.  Taft,  for  use  of  room  and  care  of  fire . 

E.  L.  Smith,  for  work  at  P.  O.  Square . 

Ellen  C.  Barry,  work  at  tub  and  on  stove . . 

E.  B.  Taft,  for  meat . 

J.  M.  French,  fumigating . 

D.  H.  Barnes,  groceries . 

M.  M.  Aldrich,  work  at  monument . . 

Geo.  W.  Wood,  returning  two  deaths . 

Emery  &  Wood,  returning  13  deaths . 

E.  L.  Smith,  carting  extinguisher . 


$i>723  9 
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STATE  ROAD. 

Paid  Geo.  B.  Cromb,  labor  and  cash  paid .  $419  59 

Mary  E.  Dudley,  gravel  .  32  24 

H.  W.  Gaskill,  gravel .  2  00 

M.  &  U.  St.  Ry.  Co.,  gravel . . .  273  00 


$726  83 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Nathan  R.  George,  Auditor .  $6  00 

L.  Freeman,  Lockup  Keeper .  5  00 

Edw.  C.  Kinsley,  Assessor . 46  25 

Charles  H.  Allen,  Assessor . 52  5° 

Charles  A.  Fletcher,  Assessor .  55  75 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  Collector  of  Taxes,  1900 .  65  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  Selectman  and  Registrar .  35  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  Selectman  and  cash  paid .  47  86 

Edw.  C.  Kinsley,  Selectman  and  Registrar .  30  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  Board  of  Health .  3  00 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  Treasurer,  1903-4,  cash  paid .  54  73 

C.  I.  Barnes,  Constable . 15  00 

H.  C.  Adams,  Town  Clerk  and  cash  paid . . .  4°  41 


$456  50 

PRINTING. 

Cook  &  Sons,  Town  reports . „ .  $62  00 

“  “  posters . 2  00 

“  “  slips  for  Assessors .  1  25 

“  “  envelopes . 1  50 

Cecil  T.  Bagnall,  1,000  tax  bills .  1  55 

H.  M.  Dolbeare,  Assessors’ blanks .  -  5  35 

G.  M.  Billings,  tally  sheets . : .  1  00 

$74  65 
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STATE  AID  TO  PENSIONERS,  UNDER  CHAP.  374, 
ACTS  OF  1899. 

Joanna  Curley . . . ! .  $48  00 

Melinda  W.  Cummings .  48  00 

Rufus  Hazard . 48  00 

Waterman  Taft . 48  00 

Annette  L.  Weatherhead . 48  00 

Stephen  H.  Scisco . .  24  00 

Eliza  A.  Munsell ...! . .  48  00 

John  S.  McDonald . 48  00 

Sylvester  Moores .  48  00 

Nathaniel  Sweet .  8  00 

Lowell  C.  Cook . . . 40  00 

Sarah  Holbrook .  24  00 

Susan  H.  Taft . 24  00 

Albert  V.  French .  48  00 

$55  2  00 

SOLDIERS’  RELIEF,  CHAP.  447,  ACTS  OF  1890. 
Malinda  W.  Cummings  (To  Uxbridge) .  $12  00 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Paid  Overseers  of  Poor .  $1,215  00 

NEW  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Paid  Building  Committee . $12,036  57 

CARE  AND  SUPPLIES  OF  TOWN  HALL. 

Paid  Edw.  C.  Kinsley,  care  and  cash  paid .  $93  95 

H.  M.  Curtiss,  coal . 53  25 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies .  3  85 

Mrs.  M.  Gallant,  cleaning . 6  30 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  1-2  cord  wood,  sawed  and  split..  3  50 


$160  85 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Incidentals . . * . . 

Town  Officers . . 

Roads  and  bridges . 

Snow  bill . 

Old  snow  bill . 4 . 

State  road . . 

Printing . 

Taft  Public  Library . 

Schools,  etc. . . 

Schoolhouse,  etc . 

Support  of  Poor... . 

Chap.  447,  Acts  of  1890,  M.  W.  Cummings 

Chap.  374,  Acts  1899 . . . 

Town  Hall . . i 


$  914  00 
456  5° 

38 
io7  75 
59  78 
726  83 

74  65 

165  OO 

2,800  OO 
12,036  57 
1,215  OO 

12  OO 

552  00 
160  85 


$20,837  31 


The  selectmen  report  that  the  available  assets  of  the  town 
are  as  follows  : — 


Due  from  collector  of  taxes,  1901 . . . 

44  “  1902 . 

44  4  4  4  4  1903 . . . 

44  state  for  cash  paid  on  state  road . 

state  aid  to  soldiers  to  Jan.  1,  1904..:... 
44  state  aid  to  March  1,  1904,  2  months. 

Cash  in  hands  of  treasurer . 


$27  52 
29°  45 
1,058 17 
636  00 
536  00 

IOO  OO 

2,061  15 


$4,709  29 


The  liabilities  of  the  town  so  far  as  known,  are  as  follows : 


Outstanding  bills,  estimated . $75  00 

4  4  4  4  new  schoolhouse .  963  43 

Due  town  officers .  200  00 

44  Milford  Savings  Bank,  2  notes . 2,000  00 

4  4  4  4  44  4  4  40  notes .  13,000  00 


$16,238  43 
4,709  29 


Net  indebtedness  of  the  town 


$11,529  14 


o 


LIST  OF  JURORS. 


Malcolm  D.  Scott, 
George  R.  Ford, 
Charles  H.  Allen, 
Moses  U.  Gaskill, 
Clarence  A.  Taft, 
Leonard  T.  Gaskill, 
Charles  A.  Fletcher, 


Edward  L.  Smith/ 
Edward  C.  Kinsley, 
John  M.  Towne, 
Edward  A.  Whiting, 
Thomas  F.  Kelley, 
Luther  W.  Holbrook, 
Liberty  Freeman. 


Receipts  and  expenditures  of  monies  of  Street  Railway 
Companies,  to  be  expended  on  highways : 


Received  of  State  Treasurer .  $780  99 

“  “  M.  &  U.  Street  Railway  Co., 

excise  tax . . . *  252  72 

Received  of  M.,  A.  &  W.  Street  Railway 

Co.,  excise  tax .  27  82 


Paid  snow  bills . . .  10 7  75 

44  repairs .  30  00 


$1,061  53 


$!37  75 


Balance 


$923  78 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

EDWARD  C.  KINSLEY, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 
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HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT. 


The  Highway  Surveyor  submits  the  following  report  for 
the  year  ending  March  7?  J901  : — 

By  cash  on  hand... .  $  1  44 

He  debits  himself  with  cash  on  20  orders .  1,723  91 


$i>725  35 

He  credits  himself  by  paying  the  following  bills  : — 

Cash  paid  the  Town  Treasurer .  $  1  44 

Geo.  B.  Cromb,  for  team  labor .  205  20 

C.  B.  Williams,  for  labor  with  teams .  247  50 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  for  labor  with  team .  20  00 

Dennis  Kelley. .  148  41 

Willie  Kelley . 103  00 

Thomas  Peirce . ; .  47  25 

John  Taft . 85  05 

Charles  Kingman . . . -..  81  55 

Harry  Cook .  12  25 

John  Towrne .  1 1  20 

A.  I.  Barrows .  23  75 

Alderman  Cook .  5  30 

J.  Bassett . * . .  2  00 

Jason  Smith . 1  75 

Geo.  M.  Taft .  22 

Andre  South  wick .  3  00 

Geo.  B.  Cromb,  as  highway  surveyor.  .. . 231  37 

M.  &  U.  >t.  R.  R.  Co.,  for  gravel .  195  00 

A.  I.  Barrows,  “  “  5  52 

Elsie  Gaskill,  “  “  6  00 

Frank  Pond,  “  “  9  60 

Andre  Southwick,  “  “  1  50 

Liberty  Freeman,  “  “  4  00 

Will  Irons,  “  “  3  20 

Gilbert  Gaskill,  “  “  2  40 

Frank  H.  Wood,  “  “  2  00 

Henry  Horton,  “  “  1  00 
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Henry  Gaskill,  for  gravel . .  $j  oo 

A  W.  Gaskill,  “  44  . . . : .  6  1 6 

Mr.  Lyons,  44  44  .  3 

A.  D.  Davenport,  44  44  . 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  4  4  4  4  . 

Geo.  B.  Cromb,  bridge  plank . . .  20 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  4  4  44  . .  10 

George  B.  Cromb,  supplies .  12 

Z.  C.  Field,  44  7 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  44  3 

Annie  Lawless,  44  1 

Norris,  Staple's  &  Gould,  supplies . .  19 

E.  C.  Barry,  for  repairs . . .  11 


$J>557 


SNOW  BILLS. 


March  7,  1903. 

Geo.  B.  Cromb,  team,  labor  on  snow 
4  4  4  4  4  4  labor  on  snow . . 


Dennis  Kelley,  4  4  4  4  . . 

Willie  Kelley,  4  4  4  4  . 

Edward  Taft,  \4  4  4  . 

Archie  Fresn,  4  4  4  4  . 

Frank  H.  Wood,  4  4  4  4  ._ . 

W.  C.  Robinson,  4  4  4  4  . 

Henry  Gaskill,  4  4  4  4  . . 

Glenville  Coffin,  4  4  4  4  . . 

Malcolm  Scott,  4  4  4  4  . 

Jan.  15,  1904. 

Geo.  B.  Cromb,  team,  labor  on  snow. 
4  4  4  4  4  4  labor  on  snow . 


Dennis  Kelley, 

A.  V.  French, 
Geo.  W.  Cromb, 
Herbert  Whiting, 
Albert  Barrows, 
Richard  Hogarth, 
Edward  Taft, 
Malcolm  Scott, 
Frank  H.  Wood, 
Henry  Gaskill, 


$7 

9 


1 

7 

2 

7 

3 

2 

3 
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1 

3 
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John  Wood,  labor  on  snow .  $3  25 

W.  C.  Robinson,  “  “  .  12  80 

Archie  Fresn,  “  “  . .  16  40 

$167  53 

Amount  expended  for  general  repairs .  $1,556  38 

Cash  paid  town  treasurer .  1  44 

$‘>725  35 

Team  work . .  $47 2  7° 

Appropriation  for  general  repairs .  1,000  00 

Money  received  from  excise  tax .  556  38 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  B.  CROMB, 

Highway  Surveyor. 


COLLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Dr. 


Balance  uncollected  Feb.  14,  1903 .  $32  79 

Interest  received . 7  20 

-  $39  99 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $29  08 

Abatements . 4  93 

Land  sold  for  taxes .  5  98 


-  $39  99 

GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1900. 


Dr. 


Balance  uncollected  Feb.  14,  1903 .  $261  07 

Interest  received .  20  86 


-  $281  93 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer . . .  $232  68 

Abatements .  1 7  00 

Land  sold  for  taxes .  4  73 

Amount  uncollected  Jan.  30,  1904 .  27  52 

-  $281  93 


GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1901. 
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Dr. 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  14,  1904 
Interest  received . 


Cr. 


$95°  64 
36  89 

-  $987  S3 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer . .  $695  24 

Land  sold  for  taxes .  1  84 

Balance  uncollected  Jan.  30,  1904 . .  290  45 


GEO.  M.  TAFT, 


$987  53 


Mendon,  Jan.  30,  1904. 


Collector  of  Taxes,  1902. 


Dr. 


To  taxes  committed  for  collection . .  $7,529  64 

Additional  assessments 
Excise  tax,  M.,  A.  &  W.  Street  Rail¬ 
way  Company . „ .  27  82 

Excise  tax,  M.  &  U.  Street  Railway 

Company .  252  72 

Interest  received . .  21  54 

- $7,831 72 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $6,760  60 

Abatements . 12  95 

Balance  uncollected  Jan.  30,  1904 .  1,058  17 

- 7,831 72 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1903. 


Mendon,  Jan.  30,  1904. 


REPORT  OF  THE  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  snbmit  the  following  report  for 
the  municipal  year  ending  March  7,  1904  : 

John  W.  Barry,  Dennis  Holland,  Edna  French,  John  B. 
Mellen,  Seth  H.  Hayward  and  family,  Mary  Johnson,  and  Ella 
Ellis,  (having  a  settlement  in  Mendon,)  Alice  W.  Staples  and 
Maud  S.  Weatherhead,  (belonging  to  Hopedale,)  George  W. 
Farrar  and  family,  (belonging  to  Northbridge,)  Barney  Cordon, 
(belonging  to  Black  stone,)  have  been  wholly  or  partially  sup¬ 
ported. 

The  Overseers  charge  themselves  with  the  receipt  of  the 
following  named  funds  belonging  to  the  town : 


Eleven  town  orders . . .  $1,215  00 

The  Overseers  credit  themselves  with  paying  the  following 
amounts,  viz  : 

For  support  of  John  W.  Barry .  $153  67 

Dennis  Holland .  169  46 

Edna  French . 55  78 

John  B.  Mellen .  1 1 5  00 

Mary  Johnson . . . . .  205  50 

Ella  Ellis . 170  18 

Seth  H.  Hayward  and  family .  2  59 

Alice  W.  Staples .  159  03 

George  W.  Farrar  and  family . .  3  50 

Barney  Cordon . 17  00 

Maud  S.  Weatherhead . 90  50 

Cash  paid  for  urinal .  50 

Liberty  Freeman,  aid  to  52  tramps . ,t .  5  80 

Edward  L.  Smith,  services  as  Overseer,  1903  6  00 

George  R.  Ford,  “  “  “  “  6  00 

Liberty  Freeman,  “  “  “  “  42  00 


$1,202  51 

Cash  in  hands  of  Overseers .  12  49 


$1,215  00 
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From  the  whole  amount  paid  for  the  support  of  the 

poor .  $1,202  51 

Deduct  what  was  due  for  the  support  of  the  poor  to 

March  2,  1903 . ' . . . . . . . .  7^  28 


$1,128  23 

What  has  been  paid  for  Alice  W.  Sta¬ 
ples  . $159  03 

What  has  been  paid  for  George  W.  Far¬ 
rar  and  family .  3  50 

What  has  been  paid  for  Barney  Cordon  17  00 

What  has  been  paid  for  Maud  S.  Weath- 

erhead .  90  50 

-  $270  03 


$858  20 

Add  what  will  be  due,  by  estimation,  tor  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  poor  to  March  7,  1904 .  86  69 

Cost  of  supporting  the  poor  for  the  year  ending - 

March  7,  1904 .  $944  79 


LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 
GEORGE  R.  FORD, 
EDWARD  L.  SMITH, 


Mendon,  Feb.  1,  1904. 


Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK. 


DOGS  REGISTERED  IN  1903: 


79  male  dogs . $158  00 

9  female  dogs .  45  00 

-  $203  00 

Registration  fees  .  .  .  _  .  .  .  $  17  60 

Paid  County  Treasurer .  185  40 

•  -  $203  00 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1903. 


DATE  OF 
BIRTH. 

1902.  NAME  OF  CHILD.  PARENTS. 


Feb.  10  Henry  Bartlett, 

1903. 

Feb.  13  Hazel  Wheeler, 

Feb.  16  Gerald  Gordon  French, 
Feb.  23  Crys telle  Iola  Hazard, 

Apr.  15  Winsor  Hart  Thayer, 

Apr.  21  Mildred  Josephine  Griffin, 
Apr.  22  Marjorie  Anna  Bullard, 
May  26  Harold  Joseph  Parkinson, 
Aug.  9  Male,  Still  Born, 

Sept.  17  Roy  Wesley  Ferris, 

Nov.  5  Reginald  Lansing  Cook, 
Nov.  16  Alberta  Whiteoak  Pickels, 
Nov.  25  Phyllis  Geraldine  Whiting, 
Nov.  27  Harold  Freeman  Lowell, 
Dec.  9  Arthur  Fletcher  Paddock, 
Dec.  20  Bernadine  Kohl, 


Peter  and  Lydia  Bartlett. 

Norman  E.  and  Ruth  H.  Wheeler. 
Win.  H.  and  Florence  I.  French. 
Richard  E.  and  Nellie  I.  Hazard. 
George  E.  and  Minnie  F.  Thayer. 
Alfred  J.  and  Myra  E.  Griffin. 
William  J.  and  Delia  Bullard. 

Geo.  A.  and  Beatrice  A.  Parkinson. 

George  and  Grace  E.  Ferris. 
Lyman  and  Wilhelmine  Cook. 
Robert  V.  and  Emma  G.  Pickels. 
Edward  A.  and  Alice  G.  Whiting. 
Freeman  C.  and  Joanna  G.  Lowell. 
Leander  A.  and  Ada  A.  Paddock. 
Herbert  H.  and  Helen  M.  Kohl. 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1903. 


DATE  OF 

MARRIAGE. 

NAME  OF  GROOM  AND  BRIDE. 

RESIDENCE. 

1903. 

January  22, 

Howard  Francis  Ballou, 

Mendon. 

Ida  Gertrude  Irons. 

Mendon. 

February  14, 

Hermann  L.  Svedine, 

Mendon. 

Gerti'ude  Mabel  Grandin. 

Mendon. 

April  29, 

Leander  Augustus  Paddock, 

Mendon. 

Ada  Almira  Fletcher. 

Mendon. 

May  30, 

Lars  Svedine, 

Mendon. 

Mathilda  Erickson. 

Mendon. 

June  24, 

Robert  James  Hogarth, 

Mendon. 

Olive  Frances  Wilbur, 

Wrentham,  Mass. 

July  9, 

Fred  M.  Metcalf, 

Milford,  Mass. 

Mary  A.  Williams. 

Mendon. 

August  20, 

Otis  Eugene  Sweet, 

Uxbridge,  Mass. 

Annie  Iola  Wheeler. 

Mendon. 

September  8, 

Frederick  Knight  Brown, 

Mendon. 

May  Evelyn  Rockwood. 

Milford,  Mass. 
Hopedale,  Mass. 

September  23, 

Archie  Miller, 

Rose  Wheeler. 

Mendon. 

November  25, 

Thomas  Joseph  Murphy, 

Milford,  Mass. 

Alice  Teresa  Quigley. 

Mendon. 

December  31, 

Elwood  Leroy  Brown, 

Hopedale,  Mass. 

Caroline  Wheeler. 

Mendon. 

DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1903. 


DATE  OF  DEATH.  NAME.  AGE. 


1903. 

Jan.  2. 

Catherine  Barry, 

Y. 

79 

M. 

D. 

Jan.  6. 

Thomas  W.  Baker, 

68 

5 

18 

Feb.  5. 

Grace  Willian  Barrows, 

1 

5 

5 

Apr.  2. 

Sarah  B.  Holbrook, 

82 

4 

26 

Apr.  7. 

Gerald  Gordon  French, 

— 

1 

15 

Apr.  13. 

Charles  Hobart  Ellis, 

62 

— 

21 

May  17. 

Helen  Amanda  Taft, 

2 

2 

24 

June  24. 

Albert  W.  Darling, 

40 

10 

21 

July  1. 

Horatio  Nelson  Hastings, 

83 

— 

— 

Aug.  9. 

Still  born — male, 

— 

— 

— 

Sept.  12. 

George  W.  Jackson, 

72 

5 

9 

Sept.  14. 

Amanda  F.  Cox, 

Adaline  M.  Chapin, 

61 

3 

28 

Oct.  7. 

82 

7 

26 

Nov.  24. 

Henry  Bartlett, 

1 

9 

14 

Dec.  3. 

Joseph  Bates, 

84 

9 

10 

Dec.  15. 

Henry  H.  Howard, 

60 

11 

15 

Dec.  24. 

Catherine  Childs  Reed, 

76 

9 

11 

Dec.  25. 

Harriett  Winslow  Reed, 

70 

5 

5 

Parents  and  others  are  requested  to  carefully  examine  the 
above  list  ol  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  and  if  errors  or  omis- 
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sions  are  found  report  them  to  the  town  clerk,  in  order  that  the 
record  may  be  corrected.  Herewith  are  extracts  from  the  Re¬ 
vised  Laws :  Section  6  of  Chapter  29  of  said,  laws  requires  that 
“Parents,  within  forty  days  after  the  birth  of  a  child,  and  every 
householder,  within  forty  days  after  a  birth  in  his  house,  shall 
cause  notice  thereof  to  be  given  to  the  clerk  of  the  city  or  town 
in  which  such  child  is  born.  Every  householder  in  whose  house 
a  death  occurs,  shall,  within  five  days  thereafter,  cause  notice 
thereof  to  be  given  to  the  board  of  health,  or  if  the  selectmen 
constitute  such  board,  to  the  town  clerk.” 

Blanks  for  return  of  births  and  deaths  can  always  be  ob¬ 
tained  of  the  town  clerk. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 


Mendon,  Jan.  27^1904. 


Town  Clerk. 


TWENTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


The  Trustees  organized  April  18,  1903.  Perhaps  the  mo* 
gratifying  feature  of  the  work  of  the  past  year  has  been  the  large 
circulation.  There  have  been  but  five  years  since  the  library 
opened,  when  the  number  of  books  issued  exceeded  the  number 
issued  this  year  and  four  of  those  years  were  those  that  immedi¬ 
ately  followed  the  opening.  The  importance  of  this  increase  is 
somewhat  offset  by  the  fact  that  the  per  cent,  of  fiction  read, 
has  increased  from  59  per  cent,  in  1881,  to  80  per  cent,  in  1903. 

The  departments  of  history,  biography,  and  travel  has  been 
much  strengthened  this  year  by  expending  the  entire  balance  due 
the  town  from  the  Massachusetts  Free  Public  Library  Commis¬ 
sion  by  grant  of  1901.  The  attention  of  the  patrons  of  the  library 
is  especially  called  to  these  new  books  as  they  are  standard 
works. 

The  Trustees  desire  to  correct  an  erroneous  impression 
which  prevails  concerning  the  time  that  the  library  is  open. 
While  the  time  as  in  the  past  is  Saturday  afternoon  and  evening, 
it  is  possible  to  secure  a  book  at  any  time  providing  previous 
arrangement  is  made  with  the  librarian. 

Miss  Annie  E.  Kinsley  has  discharged  the  duties  of  libra¬ 
rian  most  acceptably  to  patrons  and  trustees,  and  we  are  glad  to 
announce  that  her  services  have  been  secured  for  the  ensuing 
year.  . 

Her  report  shows  the  condition  of  the  library,  and  gives  the 
names  of  those  who  have  given  books  or  periodicals  during  the 
year.  The  Trustees,  in  behalf  of  the  citizens,  wish  to  tender 
thanks  to  the  donors. 

Two  copies  of  the  Annals  of  Mendon  have  been  sold  the 
past  year. 
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The  Trustees  recommend  an  appropriation  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  library  the  coming  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 

FRANK  H.  WOOD, 

HERBERT  F.  TAYLOR, 

Trustees  of  Taft  Public  Library. 

Mendon,  Feb.  6,  1904. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  : — 

The  Library  was  reopened  February  14,  1903,  for  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  books. 

The  total  number  of  books  taken  out  during  the  year  was 
4,370.  The  largest  delivery  any  Saturday  was  112,  the  smallest 
48,  average  86. 

The  Library  was  fortunate  in  having  the  use  of  a  traveling 
library  circulated  by  the  Woman’s  Education  Association,  for 
six  months,  beginning  in  August. 

The  delivery  by  divisions  was  as  follows  :  Agriculture,  3  ; 
biography,  78;  fiction,  3,574;  history,  153;  poetry,  55;  miscel¬ 
laneous,  69;  periodicals,  249;  religion,  29;  science,  55;  travel, 
62 ;  43  from  the  traveling  library. 

The  total  number  of  books  in  the  Library  is  4,650,  170 
having  been  added  the  past  year.  Of  these  170  volumes,  86 
have  been  purchased  by  the  town  and  84  contributed. 

Five  were  given  by  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture ; 
27  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth;  1  by  Rev.  N.  S. 
Hoagland  ;  1  by  Harper  Brothers;  49  by  Massachusetts  Free 
Public  Library  Commission  :  1  by  MacMillan  Company. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNIE  E.  KINSLEY, 

Librarian. 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT. 

Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public 
Library  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  6,  1904. 

Dr. 

Received  on  two  town  orders .  $165  00 

Cr. 

Paid  the  W.  B.  Clarke  Co.,  for  books .  $80  74 

Silver,  Burdett  &  Co.,  “  3  09 

G.  M.  Billings,  paper  and  labels  .  10  00 

G.  E.  Stimpson,  index .  3  00 

W.  H.  Bennett,  painting  roof .  4  45 

H.  C.  Adams,  cash  paid  expressage  and  care 

of  grounds .  4  65 

Annie  E.  Kinsley,  salary .  50  00 

Cash  on  hand .  9  07 


$165  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

Treasurer. 

Mendon,  Feb.  6,  1904. 


AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  all  the  Town  Officers  who 
have  received  or  disbursed  funds  belonging  to  the  town  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  7,  1904,  and  find  them  correctly 
kept  and  with  proper  vouchers. 

NATHAN  R.  GEORGE, 

Auditor. 


Mendon,  February  3,  1904. 


North  Avenue  School  Building, 

Financial  Statement. 

\ 

Paid  George  H.  Darling  for  1  7  10  acres  of  land .  $500  00 

44  Daniel  W.  Comstock,  for  3-10  acres  of  land .  125  00 

44  Robert  Allen  Cook,  architect,  on  account .  250  00 

44  Patrick  Ferguson,  on  account  basement  and 

foundations .  300  00 

44  Cenedella  Bros.,  labor  on  basement  and  founda¬ 
tions  .  1,205  60 

44  Carroll  Bros.,  coping  and  steps  for  basement 

and  foundations .  42  00 

44  Geo.  A.  Parkinson,  stone  for  basement  and 

foundations .  5  00 

44  Cenedella,  Lent  and  Cook,  arbitrators  on  base¬ 
ment  and  foundations .  22  50 

44  Eugene  F.  Lynch,  builder,  on  account .  7’7°°  00 

44  Norris,  Staples  &  Gould,  on  account  heating 

and  ventilating  plant .  950  00 

44  Norris,  Staples  &  Gould,  for  faucet,  pipe,  etc .  2  00 

44  Oscar  Williams,  for  speaking  tubes .  25  oc 

44  Avery  &  Woodbury,  window  shades .  82  80 

44  Insurance — builder’s  risk . 42  00 

44  Z.  C.  Field,  for  batten  boards .  5  99 

“  E.  L.  Smith,  carting  batten  boards .  2  00 

44  H.  F.  Taylor,  for  cash  paid . 1 .  3  29 

44  Dodge  &  Taft,  for  services .  5  00 

44  Norris,  Staples  &  Gould,  for  fence  material .  67  35 

44  C.  I  Barnes,  for  fence  posts .  5  00 

44  Frank  H.  Wood,  lor  services  and  cash  paid .  20  00 

44  Charles  H.  Allen,  4  4  44~  4  4  4  4  4  4  .  32  40 

44  Henry  W. Gaskill  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  .  52  00 

4*  Leonard  E.  Taft,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  44  .  10  00 

44  Horace  C.  Adams,  for  cash  paid .  7  2 5 

44  Cenedella  Bros.,  for  grading .  574  39 


$12,036  57 
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Bills  Payable. 


Balance  due  Robert  Allen  Cook,  architect .  $300  00 

44  44  Eugene  F.  Lynch,  builder .  508  50 

4  4  4  4  Norris,  Staples  &  Gould,  heating  and 

ventilating  plant .  324  00 

Herbert  F.  Taylor,  cash  paid  for  freight .  6  29 

Williams  &  Williams,  services .  16  32 


$1,155 11 

Bills  Receivable. 


Balance  due  from  Patrick  Ferguson,  as  per  contract..  $349  84 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  33  yards  gravel . ...  13  20 

The  Town,  106  yards  gravel,  used  at  town  hall  and 

Dudley  Corner . . .  42  40 


$405  44 

To  the  total  amount  paid  out . $12,036  57 

Add  the  total  of  bills  payable .  1 , 1 55  11 

$13>I9I  68 

Deduct  the  total  of  bills  receivable .  405  44 

- - - 

And  the  cost  of  the  building  and  site  is .  $12,786  24 


FRANK*  H.  WOOD, 
CHARLES  H.  ALLEN, 
HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 
LEONARD  E.  TAFT, 
HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

Building  Committee 


TOWN  WARRANT 


Worcester ,  ss. — To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
in  the  County  of  Worcester,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon 
qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 
Town  Hall,  in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  seventh  day  of 
March,  next,  punctually  at  9  o’clock,  a.  m.,  to  act  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  articles,  viz : 

Article  i.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  in  said 
meeting. 

Article  2.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  several  town  offi¬ 
cers  and  committees  and  act  thereon. 

Article  3.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the 
year  ensuing. 

Article  4.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  are  necessary 
to  defray  town  charges,  and  make  appropriations  of  the  same. 

Article  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  list 
of  jurors  reported  by  the  Selectmen,  or  make  any  alteration  in 
the  same. 

Article  6.  To  see  what  measures,  if  any,  the  town  will 
adopt  to  secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Treas¬ 
urer  to  hire  money  to  pay  current  expenses  for  the  municipal 
year  commencing  March  7th,  1904,  in  anticipation  of  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  the  taxes. 

Article  8.  To  bring  in  their  ballots,  “Yes”  or  “No”  in 
answer  to  the  question,  “Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town?” 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  continue  communica¬ 
tion  by  telephone  with  Milford,  as  security  against  destruction 
by  fire,  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropri¬ 
ate  any  sum  of  money  for  Memorial  Day  services  and  appoint 
a  committee  to  expend  the  same. 

Article  ii.  To  see  if  the  town  will  act  in  any  way  in 
relation  to  land  claimed  by  said  town,  at  or  near  Cook’s  cove, 
so  called,  at  Nipmuck  pond. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropri¬ 
ate  any  sum  of  money  to  carry  out  any  vote  or  votes  under  the 
preceding  article. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  alter,  repair, 
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or  refurnish  the  Town  Hall,  or  act  in  any  manner  relating 
thereto. 

Article  14.  To  see  what  sum  of  money  the  town  will 
vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  to  carry  out  the  vote  or  votes 
passed  under  the  foregoing  article. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  ratify  and 
confirm  any  or  all  contracts  and  acts  of  its  building  committee 
made  or  done  in  its  behalf  relative  to  the  erection  of  its  new 
school  building,  and  authorize  said  committee  to  settle  and  com¬ 
promise  any  or  all  controversies  that  have  arisen  or  may  arise 
relating  to  said  erection  and  to  institute,  prosecute,  and  defend 
all  legal  proceedings  or  actions  at  law  by  or  against  said  town 
and  relating  thereto,  or  take  any  other  action  relating  to  the 
erection  of  said  school  building. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  request  the 
School  Committee  to  maintain  a  school  in  Albeeville,  so  called, 
or  take  any  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap¬ 
propriate  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  suppression  of 
illegal  liquor  selling,  gambling  and  vice. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  use  official 
ballots  for  the  election  of  town  officers  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Sections  364  and  365  of  Chapter  11  of  the  Revised 
Laws. 

The  polls  may  by  vote  be  closed  at  1  p.  m. 

And  you  are  hereby  directed  to  serve  this  warrant,  by  post¬ 
ing  up  attested  copies  thereof  at  each  of  the  following  places  in 
said  town,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  said 
meeting,  viz  : —  At  the  post-office,  and  on  the  guideboard  near 
the  schoolhouse  in  Albeeville,  and  at  the  post-office  in  South 
Milford. 

Hereof,  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen,  or  Town  Clerk,  before 
the  time  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  eighth  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  four. 

LIBERTY  FREEMAN, 
GEORGE  M.  TAFT, 

EDWARD  C.  KINSLEY, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 
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HERBERT  F.  TAYLOR. 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  REPORT. 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  : — 

Herewith  the  financial  report  of  your  School  Committee  for 
the  year  ending  February  i,  1904,  is  respectfully  submitted. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 
Receipts. 


Balance  from  last  year . ; . : . .  $  132  13 

Appropriation . 2800  00 

From  state,  account  of  superintendent .  416  66 

“  State  school  fund .  929  86 

“  Dog  tax .  172  79 

“  W.  N.  Thompson,  tuition .  30  00 

- $4,481  44 

Disbursements. 

Teachers’  salaries .  $2,396  00 

Superintendent .  558  33 

Janitors  and  care  of  rooms .  99  00 

Fuel . 191  66 

Transportation .  240  00 

Text  books  and  supplies. .  100  71 

Incidentals .  475  02 

-  $4060  72 


Balance  on  hand  Feb.  1,  1904,  $420  72 

Teachers : — 

Edward  F.  Blood .  $680  00 

Mary  A.  Peffers .  168  00 

Mary  E.  Dudley .  154  00 

C.  E.  D.  Freethy .  63  00 

Edith  Rockwell .  126  00 

Lillian  Porter .  126  00 

Elizabeth  Ham .  216  00 


189  oo 
225  00 
126  00 
126  00 
40  00 
36  00 
32  00 
89  00 

-  2,396  00 


Superintendent  .  $558  33 

Received  from  state  for  school  year.  ..  416  66 


Net  cost  for  superintending  for  year..  141  67  141  67 

Fuel : — 

Harold  M.  Curtiss,  balance  from  last 

year . 20  1 3 

Harold  M.  Curtiss,  1  ton  coal . . .  8  00 

“  “  20  tons  coal .  140  00 

F.  H.  Wood,  cutting  and  housing  1 

cord  wood .  2  00 

E.  H.  Taft,  1  cord  wood . , .  5  00 

George  Scriven,  1-2  cord  wood .  3  50 

J.  M.  Towne,  cutting  and  housing 

wood . 4  03 

J.  B.  Durfee,  sawing  wood .  3  75 

George  B.  Cromb,  carting  wood .  1  50 

Lewis  Bates,  1  cord  wood,  cutting 

and  splitting  same .  3  75 


Transportation : — 

A.  I.  Barrows .  160  00 

George  L.  Taft .  30  00 

Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co .  50  00 

-  240  00 

Care  of  rooms  : — 

Fred  Snow,  Center .  14  00 

John  J.  Driscoll,  Center .  14  00 

Edith  Rockwell,  North .  7  00 

Mrs.  Harry  Flagg,  North .  7  00 

Stella  E.  Belcher,  North .  2  00 

Constance  E.  D.  Freethy,  Albeeville  7  00 

Margaret  Spalton,  Albeeville .  7  00 

Lillian  Porter,  East .  7  00 


L.  Mabel  Forbush. 
Margaret  Spalton.... 
Mrs.  Harry  Flagg .... 

Bertha  E.  Davis . 

Clara  H.  Frederick 
Marion  S.  Howe 
Stella  A.  Belcher.. 
Frank  H. Lowell . 
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Bertha  E.  Davis,  East .  7  00 

Marion  S.  Howe,  East .  2  00 

Wilfred  T.  Claflin,  new  school  build¬ 
ing  .  25  00 


Incidentals : — 

Mrs.  Amos  Gallant,  cleaning  Center, 

North  and  Albeeville  schoolrooms..  $11  40 

George  Scisco,  cleaning  floors  in  new 

school  building .  2  42 


Herbert  F.  Taylor,  paid  freights,  cart¬ 
age, express,  telephone,  car  fares,  etc. 
George  Scriven  : — 


Fence  posts,  boards  and  nails .  4  82 

Services  on  School  Committee .  1  25 

Cutting  grass,  North  school  yard....  2  00 


N.  S.  Hoagland 

Cash  paid  for  padlock  and  postage  $  85 

Secretary  School  Committee,  2  mos.  2  00 


F.  H.  Wood  : — 

Services  on  School  Committee .  $1  25 

Decorations  for  High  school  grad¬ 
uation  .  3  20 

Moving  desks  and  supplies  to  new 

school  building . . 5  00 


E.  L.  Smith  : — 

1  pair  hinges  and  repairs  in  prima¬ 
ry  school . * .  $1  00 

Setting  2  lights  of  glass  and  carry¬ 
ing  in  wood  .  80 

Use  of  well  for  schools  7  1-2  mos.  4  38 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons  : — 

Floor  brush,  solder  and  labor  on 

pipe .  5  00 

5  P.  A.  cups .  85 

Knob,  pail  and  pipe  collar .  60 

Brooms,  brushes,  dustpans,  cups.  5  60 


F.  H.  Lowell : — 

Music  for  High  school 


99  00 


13  82 
28  02 


8  07 


2  85 


9  45 


6  18 


12  05 
2  50 
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J.  L.  Hammett  &  Co. :  — 

25  diplomas  and  engrossing  same..  $  7  00 
Slate  blackboard .  26  30 


G.  M.  Billings:— 

300  graduation  programs .  $3  50 

Printing  report  cards . .  3  00 


D.  H.  Barnes  : — 

2  pulp  pails . . . 

W.  H.  Bennett : — 

Labor  and  material  painting  East 


schoolhouse . . .  $23  30 

Varnishing  desks  at  East  school..  .  8  51 


J.  Stuart  Cox  : — 

Labor  at  East  school  yard . 

J.  H.  Dudley  :— 

Services  at  church  graduation . 

Geo.  L.  Davenport: — 

Repairs,  North  school . . . 

L.  T.  Gaskill  :— 

Cuttinggrass,  Center  school  grounds 
To  cash  paid  labor  and  material  for 

East  Mendon  school  yard . ...... 

Services  taking  school  census . 

“  Secretary  School  Commit¬ 
tee  . 

Postage . 

Use  of  well  1  1-2  months . . . 


S.  W.  Wood:— 

4  2-3  days  labor  on  desks  at  old 

and  new  school  rooms . 

Oscar  W.  Williams: — 

Labor  on  desks  at  old  and  new 

school  rooms . 

George  B.  Cromb  : — 

Labor  on  vaults  at  East  school . 

F.  W.  Draper: — 

Envelopes . 

C.  W.  Wilcox  : — 

Clock . . 

F.  E.  Barrows  : — 

Papering  water  closet  and  putting 
on  storm  windows . 


2  00 


6  95 

7  00 

8  00 


9  33 

10  00 
7  00 
60 
5  00 

1  50 


33  30 

6  50 
5° 


31  81 
6  03 
I  OO 

I  OO 


26  26 
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Kenney  Bros.  &  Wolkins: — 

Desk, tables,  ink  wells,  etc. .  249  25 

W.  T.  Claflin  : — 

Labor  at  new  school .  3  00 

-  475  02 

Text  Books  and  Supplies  : — 

Benjamin  H.  Sanborn .  $  1  09 

J.  L.  Hammett  &  Co. .  54  83 

II .  F.  Taylor .  1  00 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co. .  11  90 

Robert  B.  Touitt .  4  50 

F.  W.  Draper .  1  90 

H.  Holt  &  Co . 3  12 

Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co. .  2  55 

Holder  Patent  Book  Cover  Co. .  75 

Ginn  &  Co. .  8  79 

Milton  Bradley  &  Co. .  32 

Edward  E.  Babb  &  Co. .  10  05 

-  100  71 


Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  H.  WOOD, 

GEORGE  SCRIVEN, 
LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

School  Committee. 


The  Secretary  of  the  School  Committee  would  also  report 
that  he  has  received  from  teacher  and  pupils  of  the  North  school 
seven  and  90-100  dollars  to  start  a  fund  to  be  used  for  adorning 
the  rooms  in  the  new  school  building.  This  sum  I  have  depos¬ 
ited  in  the  Milford  Savings  Bank,  to  be  disposed  of  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  School  Committee. 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Secretary  School  Committee. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Mendon  : — 

Gentlemen: — I  hereby  submit  the  tenth  annual  report  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Schools  and  the  second  of  the  present  incum¬ 
bent. 

Last  year  I  called  your  attention  to  the  two  important  con¬ 
siderations  which  assure  good  schools;  namely,  good  teachers 
and  satisfactory  material  equipment. 

As  far  as  the  east  is  from  the  west,  so  has  our  material 
equipment  improved. 

The  voters  in  town  meeting  last  March  appropriated 
money  to  erect  a  schoolhouse  under  the  direction  of  a  committee 
elected  for  the  purpose.  Those  that  have  visited  the  new  build¬ 
ing  since  completion  know  how  well  the  work  has  been  done, 
and  can  appreciate  the  faithful,  efficient  services  rendered  by  the 
committee.  Those  who  have  never  visited  the  building, 
are  earnestly  requested  to  do  so. 

The  chief  dimensions  of  the  building  follow  : 

The  building  is  located  120  feet  back  from  the  street  on  a 
lot  204  feet  front  and  422  feet  deep.  The  total  dimensions  of 
building  63  feet  by  53  feet;  main  portion  63  feet  by  33  feet,  with 
projection  on  front  20  feet  by  38  feet. 

The  building  contains  four  schoolrooms,  28  feet  by  32  feet. 
Each  schoolroom  is  lighted  by  nine  windows  in  groups  on  the 
two  sides,  arranged  so  that  the  light  is  thrown  onto  the  left 
and  rear  of  the  pupils.  Each  schoolroom  is  warmed  by  hot 
air  from  furnaces  in  basement  through  brick  ducts,  and  by  steam 
coils  on  the  two  exposed  sides  of  each  room.  Besides  these 
four  rooms,  there  is  a  class  room  12  feet  by  18  feet  on  the  second 
floor,  and  a  superintendent’s  room  of  like  dimensions  on  the 
first  floor.  Each  schoolroom  is  ventilated  by  an  opening  into  a 
vent  stack.  The  corridor,  class  room  and  superintendent’s  room 
are  heated  by  steam  radiation,  supplied  by  a  boiler  in  the  base¬ 
ment,  which  also  supplies  the  steam  coils  in  schoolrooms  and 
the  radiation  in  vent  stacks. 

Located  in  each  corridor  are  drinking  bowls, which  are  sup¬ 
plied  with  water  from  a  large  tank  in  attic.  In  the  corridors  are 
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located  wardrobe  racks.  The  building  is  finished  in  North  Car¬ 
olina  pine.  The  floors  are  rift  hard  pine  and  the  plastered  walls 
throughout  tinted  in  water  colors.  The  basement  floor  is  ce¬ 
mented  and  is  available  for  play  rooms.  The  superintendent’s 
room  is  fitted  up  with  shelving  on  two  sides  and  the  laboratory 
and  class  room  is  fitted  up  with  shelves,  cupboards  and  draw¬ 
ers. 

The  basement  is  io  feet  high,  first  and  second  stories  12 

feet. 

Mendon  has  not  only  a  fine  building  with  every  convenience 
for  good  work,  but  has  the  teachers  who  are  capable  of  doing 
superior  work. 

While  our  corps  is  entirely  new,  we  have  been  uniformly 
successful  in  replacing  good  teachers  with  good  ones,  so  that  the 
work  has  not  suffered  materially,  if  at  all. 

Miss  Peffers  of  the  grammar  school  resigned  and  her  place 
was  taken  by  Miss  Elizabeth  Ham,  whose  long  experience  in 
the  schools  of  Maine  fitted  her  admirably  for  successfully  man¬ 
aging  the  fifth,  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades. 

Miss  Dudley  asked  for  a  year’s  leave  of  absence,  which  was 
granted,  and  Miss  Mabel  Forbush,  a  Framingham  graduate  and 
a  teacher  of  experience,  was  selected  to  take  her  place.  Miss 
Forbush  has  shown  a  love  for  and  interest  in  children,  which  has 
had  for  its  recompense  their  enthusiastic  support.  She  has  been 
unusually  successful  in  filling  a  serious  gap  left  by  Miss  Dudley’s 
absence. 

In  the  outlying  schools  at  Allbeeville,  North  Avenue  and 
East  Mendon,  changes  have  taken  place. 

Miss  Freethy  resigned  to  accept  a  civil  service  position  at 
the  State  House  and  her  place  was  taken  by  Miss  Margaret 
Spalton,  a  graduate  of  the  Salem  Normal.  When  the  new  build¬ 
ing  was  opened,  Miss  Spalton  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  third, 
fourth  and  fifth  grades  there. 

At  the  North,  Miss  Rockwell  accepted  a  position  at  Middle- 
boro,  Mass.,  and  Mrs.  Harry  Flagg  of  Hopedale  served  most 
acceptably  for  the  fall  term  ;  Miss  Stella  Belcher  of  Medford  is  at 
present  teaching  that  school,  having  the  first  five  grades. 

Miss  Lillian  F.  Porter  resigned  from  the  East  school  to  ac¬ 
cept  a  position  at  New  Hampton,  N.  H.,  and  Miss  Davis,  a 
graduate  of  Wellesley  was  elected  to  the  vacancy.  She  in  turn 
left  to  accept  a  high  school  position  at  Sherborn,  Mass.,  and 
Miss  Marion  S.  Howe,  a  graduate  of  the  Framingham  Normal, 
was  elected  to  the  vacancy. 

Miss  Clara  H.  Frederick,  a  graduate  of  Vassar  was  selected 
as  assistant  in  the  High  School. 

Thus  we  see  that  with  the  single  exception  of  Mr.  Edward 
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F.  Blood,  not  a  teacher  who  was  here  last  December  is  at  pres¬ 
ent  employed.  It  is  a  special  source  of  satisfaction  that  we  have 
been  able  to  retain  Mr.  Blood,  who  as  principal  of  the  building 
with  an  assistant  teacher  in  his  own  particular  school,  will  have 
a  much  larger  influence  on  Mendon  schools  than  was  possible 
under  former  conditions. 

Nor  is  this  advantage  the  most  important  one  due  to  the 
new  building. 

Perhaps  the  principal  one  is  the  reduction  in  the  number  of 
grades  to  a  teacher.  The  primary  room  at  present  contains 
only  two  grades,  it  being  deemed  wise  since  either  the  primary 
or  intermediate  rooms  should  be  full  to  let  the  larger  number  of 
children  come  in  the  higher  grades,  that  the  little  ones  who 
require  more  personal  attention  should  get  it,  which  has  never 
before  been  possible  in  Mendon.  The  improved  start  thus  ac¬ 
quired  will  be  of  greatest  advantage  as  the  children  progress. 
With  a  more  thorough  and  careful  foundation  a  much  finer 
structure  may  be  erected* 

There  are  but  three  grades  in  the  intermediate  room,  third, 
fourth  and  fifth,  and  not  only  has  the  number  of  grades  been 
reduced  by  one,  but  the  children  are  so  classified  that  it  is  possi¬ 
ble  to  save  time  by  combining  classes  in  those  exercises  where 
the  difference  of  one  year  is  not  too  great  to  bridge. 

The  same  condition  exists  in  the  grammar  school  and  it 
must  needs  follow  that  our  pupils  will  pass  into  the  high  school 
much  better  prepared. 

With  an  added  teacher  there,  it  is  obvious  that  the  subjects 
hitherto  taught  in  the  high  school  may  be  allotted  more  recita¬ 
tions  per  week, and  those  recitations  made  longer,  thereby  teach¬ 
ing  the  old  much  better,  and  it  is  not  only  possible,  but  desira¬ 
ble  that  new  branches  be  added  to  conform  to  the  requirements 
for  admission  to  the  New  England  Colleges.  With  this  in  mind 
I  shall  submit  to  you  before  the  opening  of  the  next  school  year 
a  new  course  of  study  for  the  Mer.don  High  School. 

The  study  of  music  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  F.  H.  Lowell 
has  been  continued  and  the  children  have  steadily  improved  in 
the  reading  of  music  and  tone  production.  The  recent  purchase 
of  new  material  for  the  high  school  will  be  of  great  benefit  to 
the  work  in  music. 

I  venture  to  again  emphasize  the  desirability  of  drawing  in 
the  schools,  and  to  express  the  hope  that  it  may  be  introduced 
with  the  aid  of  a  special  teacher  next  year. 

The  per  cent,  of  attendance  for  the  year  1902-1903  compares 
unfavorably  with  that  of  the  previous  year,  as  a  serious  epidemic 
of  measles  and  whooping  cough  broke  out  last  winter,  almost 
depopulating  the  primary  room. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  announce  that  I  shall  be  at  the  new 


building  every  Monday  of  the  school  year,  from  3.30  to  4.30, 
for  conference  with  anyone  who  has  inquiries  concerning  the 
schools. 

I  also  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  good  work  of 
the  teachers  and  to.thank  the  committee  for  many  kindnesses. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HERBERT  F.  TAYLOR, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 


SCHOOL  REGISTER  STATISTICS,  SEPT.  1902,  TO  JUNE,  1903. 
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TEACHERS,  DECEMBER,  1903. 


SCHOOL. 

TEACHER. 

WHERE  FITTED. 

High, 

Edward  F.  Blood, 

Dartmouth  College. 

Grammar, 

Grades  5,  6,  7,  8, 

Elizabeth  I.  Ham, 

Edward  Little  High  School. 

Primary, 

Grades  1,  2,  3,  4, 

L.  Mabel  Forbush, 

Framingham  Normal. 

North, 

Grades  1,  2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 

Adelaide  L.  Flagg, 

Belchertown  High 

East, 

Grades  1,  2,  4,  5,  8, 

Bertha  E.  Davis, 

Wellesley  College. 

Albeeville, 

Grades  1,  2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 

Margaret  J.  Spalton, 

Salem  Normal. 

1 

SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1903-1904. 


FALL  TERM 

14  Weeks. 

WINTER  TERM 

12  Weeks. 

SRRING-  TERM. 

10  Weeks. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

;  OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

Lower 

Schools, 
High  School, 
40  weeks. 

Sept.  14, 
1903. 
Sept.  8, 
1903. 

Dec.  18, 
1903. 
Dec.  24, 
1903. 

Jan.  4, 
1904. 
Jan.  4, 
1904. 

Mar.  25, 
1904. 
April  1, 
1904. 

April  11, 
1904. 
April  11, 
1904. 

June  17. 

1904. 
June  24, 
1904. 

HOLIDAYS: — Thanksgiving  Day,  and  Friday  following, 
Washington’s  Birthday,  Patriots’  Day  and  Memorial  Day. 


H 

SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1904-1905. 


FALL 

TERM, 

WINTER  TERM. 

SPRING 

TERM 

14  Weeks. 

12  Weeks 

10  Weeks. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

Lower 

Sept.  12, 

Dec.  16, 

Jan.  2, 

Mar.  24, 

April  10, 

June  16, 

Schools, 
High  School, 

1904. 

1904. 

1905. 

1905. 

1905. 

1905. 

Sept.  6, 

Dec.  23, 

Jan.  2. 

Mar.  31, 

April  10, 

June  23, 

40  weeks, 

1904. 

1904. 

1905. ' 

1905. 

1905. 

1905. 

BRIEF  EXTRACTS  FROM  EDUCATIONAL  LAWS. 

1.  All  children  between  7  and  14,  unless  sick,  feeble¬ 
minded,  at  an  approved  private  school,  or  otherwise  instructed 
in  branches,  required  by  law,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  School 
Committee,  must  attend  the  public  school  during  the  entire  term 
of  each  school  year.  Penalty  to  parent  or  guardian  for  failure 
in  attendance  for  five  days’  sessions  within  any  period  of  six 
months,  $20. 

2.  No  child  under  14  shall  be  employed  “in  any  factory, 
workshop,  or  mercantile  establishment.”  “No  such  child  shall 
be  employed  in  any  work  performed  for  wages  or  other  com¬ 
pensation”  during  the  hours  when  the  public  school  is  in  session 
nor  before  six  o’clock  in  the  morning  nor  after  seven  in  the 
evening. 

3.  No  child  under  16  shall  be  employed  in  any  factory, 
workshop  or  mercantile  establishment  without  a  certificate  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Schools.  He  must  present  an  employ¬ 
ment  ticket  from  the  person  who  wishes  to  employ  him,  on  ap¬ 
plying  for  a  certificate.  The  father,  if  living  and  a  resident, 
must  sign  the  certificate  of  age;  if  not,  the  mother;  if  neither, 
the  guardian. 

4.  Children  between  14  and  16  must  either  attend  school 
or  be  regularly  employed. 

5.  Children  must  be  vaccinated  before  attending  school, 
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but  a  certificate  from  a  regular  physician,  saying  a  child  is  an 
unfit  subject  for  vaccination,  allows  attendance. 

No  child  can  attend  school  from  a  household  in  which  there 
is  a  case  of  smallpox,  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever  or  measles,  or 
from  a  household  exposed  to  a  contagion  from  a  household  as 
aforesaid.  Two  weeks  after  the  death,  removal  or  recovery  of 
the  patient,  in  a  case  of  the  first  three  mentioned,  or  three  days 
after  in  a  case  of  measles,  the  child  may  return  on  presentation 
of  a  certificate  from  the  attending  physician  or  from  the  board 
of  health. 

6.  The  last  regular  session  prior  to  Memorial  Day,  or  a 
portion  thereof,  shall  be  devoted  to  exercises  of  a  patriotic 
nature. 

7.  A  United  States  flag  not  less  than  four  feet  in  length 
shall  be  displayed  on  the  schoolhouse  grounds  or  building  every 
school  day,  when  the  weather  will  permit,  and  on  the  inside  of 
the  schoolhouse  on  other  school  days. 

8.  A  written  excuse,  stating  cause  of  absence,  and  signed 
by  parent  or  guardian,  must  be  presented  by  the  pupil  on  his  re¬ 
turn  to  school. 

9.  “Every  habitual  school  offender,  that  is,  every  child 
under  fourteen  years  of  age  who  persistently  violates  the  reason¬ 
able  regulations  of  the  school  which  he  attends,  or  otherwise 
persistently  misbehaves  therein,  so  as  to  render  himself  a  fit  sub¬ 
ject  tor  exclusion  therefrom,  upon  complaint  by  a  truant  officer, 
and  conviction  thereof,  may  be  committed,  if  a  boy  at  the  discre¬ 
tion  of  the  court,  to  a  county  truant  school  for  a  period  not 
exceeding  two  years,  or  to  the  Lyman  school  for  boys,  and,  if  a 
girl,  to  the  state  industrial  school  for  girls.” 


Mendon  High  School,  1903. 


GRADUATING  EXERCISES, 
Unitarian  Church,  Mendon, 
Friday  Evening,  June  19,  1903. 


PROGRAM. 


March,  ....... 

Frank  H.  Lowell. 

Song — Pilgrim  Chorus,  ..... 

School. 

Prayer,  ....... 

Rev.  R.  E.  Bisbee. 

Essay — The  Development  of  the  Airship, 

Harry  Eliot  Bates. 

Song — O,  Who  Will  o’er  the  Downs  so  Free, 

School. 

Class  History  and  Prophecy,  .... 

Flora  Belle  Rhodes. 

Essay — The  Effect  of  Nature  on  Character  Building, 
Caroline  Staples  Wood. 

Song — Murmuring  Waves,  .... 

School. 

Address — The  Relation  of  the  School  to  the  Community, 
Joseph  G.  Edgerly. 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  Fitchburg. 
Violin  Solo — Spanishes  Standchen 

Charles  Bowen  Congdon. 
Presentation  of  Diplomas,  .... 

Superintendent  Herbert  F.  Taylor. 
Song — Hurrah  for  Old  New  England, 

School. 


Verdi 


DePearsall 


Macy 


Bohm 


Chamberlain 


GRADUATES. 

Latin  Course — Caroline  Staples  Wood. 

English  Course — Harry  Eliot  Bates,  Flora  Belle  Rhodes. 


Class  Motto — “Never  Looking  Back.” 
Class  Colors — Light  Blue  and  White. 
Class  Flower — White  Rose. 


ROLL  OF  HONOR. 


The  following  pupils  have  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy  for 
the  consecutive  terms  specified.  The  record  ends  June,  1903: 


NINE  YEARS— TWO  TERMS. 
Mabel  D.  Snow — High. 


TWO  YEARS— ONE  TERM. 
Lois  A.  Congdon — Grammar. 


ONE  YEAR. 

Grace  Thayer,  Dorris  Thayer — East. 


WINTER  AND  SPRING  TERMS, 

Harold  H.  Eldredge — High. 

Homer  C.  Darling — North. 

Marion  Lewis — East. 


FALL  TERM. 

John  J.  Driscoll,  A.  Everett  Eldredge,  Caroline  S.  Wood — 
High. 

Frank  Brown,  Charles  Driscoll,  Herbert  S.  Wood,  Henry 
J,  Wood — Grammar. 

Ernest  P.  Wood,  Moses  G.  Coleman,  A.  Sumner  Coleman, 
Eva  Daley,  Edward  Flooks — Primary. 

Florence  Aldrich,  Albert  Scriven,  Abbie  Darling — North. 
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WINTER  TERM. 

Louisa  Congdon,  Bert  Moores — High. 

William  Curliss — Grammar. 

Benjamin  H.  Eldredge — North. 

Esther  Turnbull,  Edmund  Rowe — East. 

Forrest  Lowell,  John  Warner — Albeeville. 

SPRING  TERM. 

A.  Everett  Eldredge,  Caroline  S.  Wood — High. 

Charles  V.  Driscoll,  Herbert  S.  Wood,  Henry  J.  Wood — 

Grammar. 

Edith  E.  M.  Hoburg,  Corinne  Wood,  George  M.  Barrows, 
Agnes  M.  Harrington,  Charles  E.  Ferris,  Philip  M.  Harring¬ 
ton,  Pauline  F.  Svedine — Primary. 

George  M.  Aldrich,  Benjamin  H.  Eldredge — North . 

Charles  Phillips,  Frank  Phillips,  Chester  Rowe,  Wm.  Turn- 
bull — East. 
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ASSESSORS’  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Polls,  Valuation  and  Taxes 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  tVIEflDON 

FOR  1905 


ASSESSORS: 

CHARLES  A.  FLETCHER,  CHARLES  H.  ALLEN, 
EDWARD  C.  KINSLEY. 


MILFORD,  MASS.: 
Cook  &  Sons,  Printers. 
1905. 


VALUATION  AND  TAXES 


NAMES.  ESTATES.  TAX. 

Adams,  David,  Est.  of.  Personal  $25,  house  900, 
barn  350,  cranberry  house  and  shed  250,  2  sheds 
100,  hen  house  25,  homestead  6  3-8  a.  875?  Raw- 
son  land  3  1-2  a.  200,  P.  A.  Wheeler  pasture  16  a. 

275,  Farnum  4  a.  25,  Phipps  meadow  2  a.  25 .  $45  76 

Adams,  Horace  C .  2  00 

Albee,  Albert.  Horse  $50,  other  personal  50,  house 

500,  barn  300,  hen  house  25,  house  lot  4  a.  400 .  21  88 

Aldrich,  Mary  E.  2  cows  $70,  house  625,  barn  500, 

old  barn  25,  wood  house  50,  homestead  6  1-2  a.  400  25  05 

Aldrich,  Frank  M.  1  cow  $20,  130  fowls  65,  other 

personal  25 .  3  65 

Aldrich,  Marcus  M.  House  $1000,  barn  300,  house 
(Scisco)  300,  hen  houses  150,  homestead  35  a. 

1400,  cranberry  and  sprout  land  5  1-2  a.  50,  S. 

Cook  land  3  1-2  a.  175 .  52  63 

Aldrich,  Horace  S.  Cottage  $300,  lot  1-4  a.  100 .  8  00 

Alger,  Elmer  S .  2  00 

Allen,  Charles  H . . .  2  00 

Allen,  Myra  C.  House  $600,  barn  300,  carriage  house 
and  shed  100,  lot  1-2  a.  200,  wood  land  and  mead¬ 
ow,  3  1-2  a.  50 .  18  75 

Arrand.  Roy .  2  00 

Allen,  George  F.  3  horses  $150,  9  cows  225,  1  bull 
15,  other  personal  50,  house  400,  barn  (old)  100, 
new  do.  800,  homestead  168  a.  2170,  C.  Thayer 
land  10  a.  60,  Mill  River  meadow  10  a.  150,  wood 
land  (south  woods)  20  a.  200,  Tomac  land  28  a. 

350,  sprout  land  (Daniels)  10  a.  150,  Bates  land 
10  a.  100,  Cummings  land  1  1-2  a.  15,  J.  B.  Mel- 
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NAMES.  ESTATES.  TAX. 

len  land  3  a.  30,  sprout  land  (A.  C.  Cook)  13  a. 

25,  sprout  land  (Thayer)  20  a.  150,  Wilcox  & 

Cook  sprout  land  14  2-5  a.  250,  Ray  land  30  a.  250  $86  60 
Alves,  Caton  J.  Horse  $50,  4  cows  120,  1  2-year-old 

20,  house  200,  barn  200,  homestead  84  a.  1200 .  28  85 

Arrand,  Charles  W. . . . . .  2  00 

Adams,  James  .  2  00 

Bartlett,  Mary  D.  House  $900,  small  do.  300,  barn 

225,  hen  house  25,  house  lot  1  1-4  a.  450 .  28  50 

Barry,  Ellen  C.  Stock  in  trade  $200,  house  500,  old 
do.  300,  carriage  house  125,  hen  house  25,  black¬ 
smith  shop  300,  house  lot  3-4  a.  300,  shop  lot  1-1 6 

a.  50 .  27  00 

Barnes,  Charles  I.  Stock  in  trade  $2000,  house  600, 
barn  and  shed  350,  office  and  wood  house  100,  lot 

3  7-8  a.  600,  wood  land  (Pond  hill)  6  a.  200 .  59  75 

Bartlett,  Isaiah.  1  cow  $40,  house  75,  barn  25,  lot  3  a. 

100 . 5  60 

Barrows,  Alfred  I.  2  horses  $75?  20  fowls  10,  house 

350,  barn  100,  shop  50,  homestead  26  a.  475 .  19  91 

Barrows,  Herbert  0 .  2  00 

Barrows,  Evelyn  M.  House  $900,  barn  350,  lot  1-4  a. 

100,  Daniels  wood  land  8  a.  200 .  23  25 

Barrows,  Albert  W .  2  00 

Barrows,  Benjamin  I.  2  horses  $150?  4  cows  100, 

other  personal  75  . 6  88 

Bates,  Rachel.  House  $600,  woodshed  100,  lot  1-8  a. 

100  .  12  00 

Bates,  Lewis.  2  horses  $125,  12  cows  420,  other  per¬ 
sonal  200,  house  800,  barn  and  shed  500,  wagon 
and  hen  house  200,  shop  50,  homestead  66  a.  1850, 

Beech  Island  7  a.  100,  Wigwam  land  10  a.  100, 

Lazell  land  10  a.  75,  Sprague  meadow  6  a.  90 .  71  66 

Bennett,  Samuel  A.  Money  at  interest  $200,  house 
900,  wood  house  50,  crib  25,  house  (D.  W.  Ben- 
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NAMES. 


TAX. 
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ESTATES. 

nett)  $700,  barn  and  shed  do.  375,  wood  house 
50,  homestead  29  a.  900,  homestead  (D.  W. 

Bennett)  66  a.  2000,  Torrey  land  39  a.  500, 

sprout  land  (Aldrich)  15  a.  150 .  $89  75 

Bennett,  Wm.  H . .  2  00 

Beal,  Rufus  G.  4  cows  $100,  house  1000,  barn  350, 

hen  house  50,  homestead  30  a.  750 .  35  75 

Bassett,  James  C . .  2  00 

Bowen,  Smith  A.  Horse  $75,  other  personal  25 .  3  50 

Bibeaux,  Felix.  Horse  $75,  3  cows  75?  1  2-year-old 
15,  2  yearlings  20,  1  swine  10,  40  fowls  20,  house 
600,  barn  75,  lot  6  a.  200,  homestead  (Round 

meadow)  12  1-2  a.  300,  Bates  meadow  6  a.  150 .  25  11 

Barnes,  Daniel  H.  Stock  in  trade  $2250,  3  horses  225, 
other  personal  200,  store  building  2500,  house  (Al¬ 
drich)  1200,  house  (S.  Cook)  400,  barn  do. 

200,  store  lot  1 -16  a.  100,  lot  (Aldrich)  1-4  a.  100, 

homestead  (Cook)  19  a.  325  .  114  51 

Bowen,  Frank  L.  1  cow  $25,  house  200,  shop  25, 

homestead  50  a.  500  . 13  26 

Brown,  Samuel  A . 2  00 

Brown,  Arthur  E .  2  00 

Brown,  Alonzo  E.  House  $800,  barn  300,  house  (Hol¬ 
brook)  500,  barn  do.  100,  house  lot  1-2  a.  200,  lot 

(Holbrook)  1-4  a.  100 . . .  32  00 

Brown,  Charles  A.  Horse  $75,  other  personal  25 .  3  50 

Brown,  Eugene  E.  House  $725,  barn  150,  hen  house 

50,  lot  3-4  a.  300 .  20  38 

Brown,  Henry  W.  Horse  $50,  other  personal  15, 

house  450,  barn  and  shop  150,  lot  1  a.  150 .  14  23 

Brown,  Richard .  2  00 

Brown,  Richard,  et  als.  2  horses  $250,  8  cows  280,  1 
swine  10,  1  bull  20,  other  personal  100,  house  500, 
barn  and  shed  150,  hen  house  50,  homestead  51  a. 

1130,  pasture  3  a.  75,  cranberry  meadow  1  a.  15, 
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NAMES.  ESTATES.  TAX. 

Staples  pasture  3  a.  50,  Staples  land  14  a.  200, 

Taft  land  2  1-2  a.  75  .  $43  58 

Brown,  Robert .  2  00 

Brown,  Leforest .  2  00 

Brown,  Maggie,  et  als.  House  $100,  lot  2  1-2  a.  100, 

(exempt  100)  . .  1  50 

Brown,  Jacob  R.  . .  2  00 

Broughey,  Mary.  1  horse  $50,  2  cows  40,  1  yearling 
10,  other  personal  25,  house  100,  barn  50,  shed  50, 

homestead  20  a.  300 .  9  38 

Brown,  Alwood  L .  2  00 

Brown,  Wm.  A .  2  00 

Broughey,  John  . 2  00 

Broughey,  James  H . 2  00 

Broughey,  Wm.  J . . . . . .  2  00 

Briggs,  Rufus  B.  House  $1050,  shop  and  wood  house 

150,  lot  3-5  a.  240 . .  23  60 

Barnes,  Charles  I.,  et  als.  Dexter  meadow  and  sprout 

land  4  a.  $20 .  30 

Byrne,  John.  3  horses  $150,  18  cows  450,  1  bull  10, 

2  oxen  100,  other  personal  100,  house  300,  barn 
300,  wagon  house  200,  homestead  50  a.  800,  Albee 

pasture  17  a.  250,  Miskill  land  12  a.  300 .  46  40 

Byrne,  John  T .  2  00 

Bullard,  Wm.  J.  1  cow  $25,  house  1200,  barn  and 

wash  house  575,  lot  2  a.  400,  Bates  land  5  1-2  a.  100  36  51 

Bullard,- Frederick  P.  5  cows  175,  50  fowls  25,  house 

950,  barn  550,  homestead  32  a.  1000 .  42  50 

Beechy,  John  . 2  00 

Burr,  Henry  M .  2  00 

Burr,  Cora  E.  G.  House  $900,  woodhouse  50,  lot  6 

a.  250 . .. .  18  00 

Blood,  Edward  F .  2  00 

Bloom,  Fred .  2  00 

Beals,  Edmund  T.  House  $400,  barn  and  wood  shed 
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NAMES.  ESTATES.  TAX. 

ioo,  lot  7  a.  IOO .  $11  OO 

Batchelder,  Charles  L.  i  cow  $35,  140  fowls  70 .  3  58 

Batchelder,  Etta  M.  House  $1400,  2  barns  300,  shop 
100,  house  lot  1  3-8  a.  200,  orchard  1  a.  50,  Bul¬ 
lard  land  2  a.  60 .  31  65 

Blake,  Eugene  L . 2  00 

Belanchetti,  Bianca .  2  00 

Chilson,  David  H.  House  $150,  barn  100,  homestead 

71  a*  55° .  x4  00 

Chilson,  Hiram  C . 2  00 

Claflin,  Wilfred  T.  1  horse  $25,  3  cows  105,  2  year¬ 


lings  20,  other  personal  50,  house  700,  barn  and 
shed  400,  hen  house  25,  homestead  22  1-2  a.  900, 


land  (Post  lane)  25  a.  300 .  39  88 

Coffin,  Philip  S.  2  horses  $200,  other  personal  75, 

house  500,  barn  150,  house  lot  4  a.  150 .  20  13 

Coffin,  Glenville  C .  2  00 

Coffin,  Eugene  L .  2  00 

Coleman,  Horace  S.  House  $900,  lot  1-4  a.  100 .  17  00 

Coleman,  Margaret.  1  horse  25,  50  fowls  25,  other 
personal  25,  house  500,  barn  200,  small  do.  50, 

crib  25,  homestead  81  a.  1625 . . .  3 7  13 

Cook,  Lowell  C.  1  cow  25,  40  fowls  20,  house  500, 

2  barns  200,  crib  25,  paint  shop  75,  homestead  31 

1-2  a.  370,  Cook  land  8  a.  200 .  23  23 

Cook,  Aldrich  B.,  heirs  of.  House  $550,  barn  175,  hen 

house  25,  homestead  18  1-2  a.  400 . •. .  17  25 

Cook,  Alderman  C. . . . . .  2  00 

Cook,  Edward  L.  House  600,  lot  1-4  a.  100 .  12  50 

Cook,  Susan  I.  Horse  $40,  2  cows  70,  house  1000,  2 
barns  275,  house  lot  3-8  a.  100,  Judson  lot  3  1-4  a. 

350 .  27  53 

Cook,  S,  Warren.  Horse  $75,  other  personal  100, 

Stephen  Cook  land  4  a.  140 .  6  73 

Cook,  Lyman.  1  horse  $25,  1  cow  35,  1  2-year-old  25, 
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house  300,  barn  200,  homestead  ico  a.  4000 .  $70  78 

Cook,  Lyman,  et  als.  L.  Cook  land  7  a.  70 .  1  05 

Cook,  Sylvester.  House  400,  lot  1-4  a.  100 .  9  50 

Cook,  Harry  C .  2  00 

Cook,  Cecil  N .  2  00 

Congdon,  Anna  A.  Horse  $25,  2  cows  60,  1  2-year-old 
15,  other  personal  50,  house  500,  barn  400,  shop 

25,  hen  house  25,  homestead  14  a.  1150 .  33  75 

Cox,  J.  Stuart.  Money  at  interest  $500,  1  horse  75,  2 
cows  70,  2  swine  10,  other  personal  25,  house  1400, 

barn  400,  carriage  house  200,  lot  3  5-8  a.  600 .  51  20 

Cromb,  George  B.  2  horses  $175,  1  cow  30,  70  fowls 
35,  house  400,  barn  400,  hen  houses  100,  home¬ 
stead  1 6  1-4  a.  650 . .. .  28  85 

Curley,  Timothy  B.  1  horse  $100 . . . .  3  50 

Curley,  Joanna.  4  cows  $120,  house  300,  barn  50, 
homestead  7  a. 200, Davenport  land  2  1-2  a.  150,  Ca¬ 
rey  land  1-2  a.  20 . .. .  12  60 

Cunningham,  Catherine.  Shop  $50,  homestead  33  1-2 

a.  500,  Fletcher  land  5  a.  25  (exempt  500) .  1  13 

Cain,  Fred . . .. .  2  00 

Costa,  Joseph  V .  2  00 

Curley,  Charles  E.  1  horse  $50,  house  300,  barn  100, 

homestead  118  a.  325 . .  13  63 

Colin,  Beloni.  1  horse  $75,  house  150,  barn  and  shed 

35,  homestead  106  a.  615  .  15  13 

Davenport,  Austin  D.  2  horses  $300,  22  cows  840,  1 

bull  20,  other  personal  150 .  21  65 

Davenport,  Adaline  A.  House  $1400,  2  barns  1500, 
shed  100,  shop  30,  carriage  house  40,  cider  mill 
200,  crib  25,  hen  house  25,  homestead  212  a.  6360  145  20 

Davenport,  John  L.  1  horse  $50,  10  cows  300,  house 
550,  barn  125,  wood  house  50,  barn  and  shed  200, 
house  lot  1  a.  100,  Davenport  land  no  a.  2300, 

Goss  swamp  6  a.  80 .  60  33 
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Davenport,  Marshall  E _ _ _ _ _ _  $2  00 

Davenport,  Ora  P . . . . .  2  00 

Davenport,  Fred  A . . . . . . . . .  2  00 

Davenport,  Benjamin  J . . .  2  00 

Darling,  George  H.  3  horses  350,  15  cows  $600,  other 
personal.  200,  house  1600,  2  barns  800,  crib  50,  hen 

house  50,  homestead  33  a.  1650 .  81  50 

Daley,  William.  1  cow  $25 . . . .  2  38 

Daniels,  Nathan  M.  1  swine  $to,  40  fowls  20 .  2  45 


Daniels,  Nathan  M.,  et  als.  House  $<450,  barn  200, 
wood  and  hen  house  50,  homestead  12  a.  450,  wood 
land  (South  woods)  14  a.  140,  Staples  land  16  a. 


3 20 . - . - . - . — .  24  r5 

Driscoll,  Florence  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  2  00 

Driscoll,  Jeremiah  B.  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  2  00 

Driscoll,  Edward  F . . . ._ . . . .  2  00 

Dudley,  Joseph  H . . .  2  00 

Daniels,  Nathan  G.,  heirs  of.  Cow  $40,  house  700, 
barn  400,  crib  and  shed  50,  house  (poor  farm) 


200,  barn  do.  100,  homestead  106  a.  3100,  home¬ 
stead  (poor  farm)  30  a.  400,  Lovell  land  55  a.  1800, 
Fairbanks  pasture,  27  a.  1000,  Mile  Rock  wood 
land  7  a.  300,  Wheelock  swamp  14  a.  450,  wood 
land  (Pond  hill)  12  a.  600,  Reuben  Taft  land  4  a. 
100,  wood  land  20  a.  600,  wood  land  (J.  C.  Wood) 
17  a.  300,  saw  mill  wood  land  (V.  Taft)  3  a.  100, 
land  (Olive  and  Mary)  13  1-2  a.,  300,  Tucker  and 
Gunn  land  10  a.  200,  wood  land  (Alma  Aldrich) 
3  a.,  100,  wood  land  (Sarah  Towne)  2  a.  40,  Cha¬ 


pin  land  67  a.  2350,  Blanchard  land  3  a.  75  .  199  5$ 

Daffon,  Otis  T. . . . . . . .  2  00 

Daniels,  Charles . . . . . . .  2  00 

Dudley,  Edward,  heirs  of.  House  $1800,  barn  1500, 
hen  house  150,  homestead  60  a.  3000,  Andrews 
pasture  19  a.  650 .  106  50 


IO 
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Dudley,  Sarah  J.  House  600,  lot  1-3  a.  150 .  $11  25 

Dudley,  Silas,  heirs  of.  Sprout  land,  4  a.  $50 .  75 

Darling,  Emma.  House  $900,  barn  175,  house  (O.  R. 

Inman)  550,  wood  house  50,  lot  1  1*4  a.  250,  lot 

(Inman)  1-4  a.  100 . . . . .  30  38 

Darling,  Harriott  E.  executrix.  Money  at  interest  $20,- 
000,  3  horses  200,  6  cows  240,  1  yearling  15,  other 
personal  800,  house  3400,  2  barns  2400,  carriage 
house  175,  granary  350,  shop  and  windmill  500, 
ice  house  200,  homestead  61  a.  4700,  Gardner  land 

22  1-2  a.  400,  sprout  land  28  a.  280 .  504  91 

Dudley,  William  . . .  2  00 

Daige,  Norry.  1  cow  $40 .  2  60 

Ellis,  Charles  H.,  estate  of.  House  $600,  barn  500, 
carriage  and  ice  house  100,  silo  200,  homestead 

130  a.  25°° .  5850 

Ellis,  Charles  D.  4  horses  $250,  26  cows  910,  1  year¬ 
ling  15,  7  swine  25,  1  bull  10 .  20  15 

Esty,  John  W.  1  horse  $50,  9  cows  315,  other  per¬ 
sonal  180,  house  1000,  barn  and  shed  400,  carriage 
house  150,  hen  houses  125,  homestead  24  a.  1050..  51  06 

Esty,  Jesse  A. .  2  00 

Esty,  Arthur  C. . . .  2  00 

Eldredge,  Alfred  C. .  House  $450,  barn  50,  lot  1  a.  100  11  00 

Fickett,  James  T. . .  2  00 

First  Parish  Society  et  als.  House  $850,  lot  1-2  a.  200  15  75 

Ferris,  George  .  2  00 

Fleming,  Charles  P.  2  horses  $250,  20  fowls  10,  other 
personal  200,  house  1400,  barn  and  shed  600,  bake 
house  300,  carriage  house  100,  ice  house  25,  house 

lot  2  3-4  a.  725 .  56  is 

Flanagan,  James . .  2  00 

Freeman,  Liberty.  House  $1000,  barn  and  shed  275, 
lot  1-2  a.  200,  meadow  (W.  P.  Whiting)  11  3-4 
a.  60 .  25  03 


NAMES. 


ESTATES. 


TAX. 


Freeman,  Clair  W.  2  horses  $200,  other  personal  225 

Freeman,  Clair  W.,  et  als.  Stock  in  trade  $2800 . 

Ferris,  Robert,  Mrs.  House  $325,  lot  3-8  a.  100,  Jud- 

son  lot  1-4  a.  75.  Exempt . 

Fletcher,  Charles  A.  Stock  in  trade  $300,  4  horses 
350,  5  cows  150,  other  personal  25,  barn  75,  home¬ 
stead  41  a.  1800,  cranberry  meadow  2  a.  20,  sprout 

land  (Angell)  1  1-2  a.  15 . . . 

Fletcher,  Almira  F.  House  $500,  wood  house  and 
crib  40,  homestead  37  a.  450,  wood  land  (south 
woods)  12  a.  100,  Mill  River  meadow  1  3-4  a.  25, 

swamp  (Staples)  1  1-2  a.  40 . 

Fletcher,  Loren  L . 

Fletcher,  Charles . .*. . 

Fresn,  Archie.  Machinery  $100,  2  horses  150,  2  cows 
70,  house  800,  barn  200,  horse  barn  and  shed  200, 

homestead  66  a.  1350 . 

Ford,  Lewis  S. . 

Ford,  George  R.,  et  als.  House  $800,  barn  200,  crib 
and  carriage  house  50,  hen  house  25,  homestead 
7  1-2  a.  425,  swamp  (A.  Cook)  17  a.  135,  meadow 

(C.  Cook)  4-5  a.  5 . . 

Ford,  George  R.  . . 

French,  Wm.  H. . 

French,  Albert  V. . 

Felton,  Charles . . 

Foster,  Alvara.  2  cows  $60,  1  swine  10  . . 

Foster,  Jennie.  House  $600,  barn  300,  hen  houses  200, 

homestead  21a.  1050 . 

Freeman,  Caroline.  House  $400,  barn  300,  hen  house 

25,  homestead  68  1-2  a.,  900  . 

Gaskill,  Albert  W.  Money  at  interest  $1200,  2  horses 
350,  5  cows  150,  2  2-year-olds  40,  1  yearling  10,  5 
swine  25,  other  personal  50,  house  1200,  barn  550, 
carriage  house  150,  crib  and  hen  house  75 >  wood 


$8  38 

42  00 


43  °3 


A/ 

2  00 
2  00 

45  °5 
2  00 


24  60 
2  00 
2  00 
2  co 

2  00 

3  °5 

32  25 
24  38 
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and  carriage  house  200,  piggery  25,  barn  and  wood 
house  (Barrows)  200,  house  (Thayer)  550,  barn 
do.  100,  shop  and  hog  house  do.  75,  house  (E. 
Hill)  400,  barn  do.  100,  crib  and  shed  50,  home¬ 
stead  159  a.  5380,  land  (Barrows)  18  a.  450,  house 
lot  (Thayer)  1  a.  100,  homestead  (E.  Hill)  54  a. 
980,  Huldah  lot  16  a.  400,  Kittery  lot  19  a.  300, 
wood  land  (Howard)  10  a.  125,  Round  meadow 

10  a.  125  . . . 

Gaskill,  Milo  A.  Horse  $75,  3  cows  90,  1  yearling  10, 

4  swine  30,  30  fowls  15,  other  personal  1^ . 

Gaskill,  Moses  U.  Horse  $25,  other  personal  125 . 

Gaskill,  Walter  A.  2  horses  $100,  2  2-year-olds  40,  2 

yearlings  20 . . . . 

Gaskill,  Peter  O . 

Gaskill,  Albion  A.  2  horses  $150,  3  cows  90,  other 
personal  25,  house  300,  barn  100,  wood  shed  25, 

homestead  61  a.  630 . 

Gaskill,  Abbie  F.  House  $700,  lot  2  a.  200 . 

Gaskill,  Henry  W.,  administrator  estate  of  O.  W.  Hill. 

Money  at  interest  $2215 . . . . 

George,  Herbert  J . 

Gaskill,  Leonard  T.  House  (Brown)  $800,  barn  do. 
350,  house  (Smith)  1400,  barn  do.  175,  hen  house 
25,  house  (new)  2000,  house  lot  (Brown)  1-4  a. 
100,  lot  (Smith)  1-2  a.  200,  lot  (new  house)  3-8  a. 

150,  land  (Taft)  2  5-8  a.  525....: . 

Gaskill,  Alcy  M.  2  horses  $125,  2  cows  60,  1  yearling 
10,  house  500,  barn  and  shed  250,  crib  20,  home¬ 
stead  55  a.  1375,  sprout  land  (Arnold)  21  a.  105, 
wood  land  (South  woods)  10  a.  200,  Mowry  pas¬ 
ture  8  a.  75  . . 

Gaskill,  Henry  W.  Stock  in  trade  $350,  horse  100,  other 
personal  100,  house  600,  barn  200,  ice  house  and  boat 
do.  200,  house  lot  3-8 a.  150,  icehouse  lot  1-4  a.  25, 


TAX. 


$202  41 

5  53 
4  25 

4  4° 
2  00 

.  21  81 
*3  5° 

33  23 
2  00 

87  88 

40  81 
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icehouse  lot  (Rhodes)  i  a.  ioo,  Cook  land 6 a.  200, 
McKenna  swamp  4  a.  25,  land  (Aldrich)  30  a.  200  $35  75 


Goss,  Charles  B.  1  swine  $10,  house  600,  barn  150, 

shop  100,  homestead  23  1-2  a.  750 .  26  15 

Goldthwaite,  Henry  M.  House  $400,  barn  100,  lot 

1  a.  50  .  10  25 

Greenwood,  William  P.  Stock  in  trade  $250,  1  horse 
50,  other  personal  50,  house  1400,  barn  300,  lot 

1-2  a.  200 .  35  75 

Grant,  John  J.  r  horse  $25,  1  swine  5,  50  fowls  25, 
house  350,  barn  150,  hen  house  75 1  homestead  9 

a.  360 . 16  86 

George,  Julius  A.  Money  at  interest  $12,050,  2  horses 
200,  other  personal  380,  house  2200,  barn  800, 
barn  (new)  600,  house  (Crystal  Palace)  400,  wood 
house  do.  25,  wood  house  100,  carriage  house  200, 
colt  barn  50,  cottage  (Nipmuck  lake)  900,  home¬ 


stead  15  1-4  a.  2000,  lot  (Nipmuck  lake)  1-4  a.  150  302  83 


Grant,  Joseph . :.  2  00 

Gassett,  Wm.  G.,  heirs  of.  House  $800,  lotr-4a.  100  13  50 
Gironard,  Victor  . . . .' .  2  00 


George,  Nathan  R.  2  horses  $100,  3  cows  100,  other 
personal  200,  house  1500,  barn  and  shed  1500,  car¬ 
riage  house  125,  barn  (old)  125,  shop  and  shed  75, 
office  100,  homestead  36  a.  1S00,  wood  and  cran¬ 
berry  land  13  a.  300,  Miscoe  hill  pasture  24  a. 

1000,  Claflin  land  1-2  a.  150,  Streeter  land  23  a. 

450,  sprout  land  (Field)  22  a.  200 .  1 1 7  88 

Gilpin,  Edward,  heirs  of.  House  $250,  barn  and  shed 
75,  hen  houses  75,  wash  house  75,  homestead  20  a. 

450,  Thayer  land  1  1-2  a.  40,  Daniels  land  2  a.  35. 

Exempt . 

Gironard,  Pierre.  3  horses  125,  9  cows  270,  2  year¬ 
lings  20,  1  bull  10,  other  personal  50,  house  200, 
barn  and  shed  250,  homestead  125  a.  1600,  Bemis 


NAMES. 


ESTATES. 


TAX. 


land  8  a.  ioo .  $41  38 

Goody,  A.  M .  2  00 

Green,  George  A.  1  cow  $30,  30  fowls  15,  other  per¬ 
sonal  25,  house  1000,  barn  400,  carriage  house  200, 

homestead  14  a.  700  .  37  55 

Garavan,  Bernard  . 2  00 

Gay,  Harry .  2  00 

Grytzell,  Daniel .  2  00 

Gould,  Davis  H .  2  00 

Henry,  Susan.  5  cows  200,  2  yearlings  40,  2  steers 

60.  Exempt . . . . 

Helman,  Frank  T .  2  00 

Harrington,  Michael  T.  3  horses  $75,  other  personal 
75,  house  (new)  900,  barn  and  shed  125,  house 

(old)  350,  barn  75,  homestead  10  a.  250 .  29  75 

Hazard,  Jane.  House  $275,  barn  175,  hen  house  and 
shop  50,  lot  2  a.  100,  meadow  1  1-2  a.  25,  Wood 

pasture  10  a.  175 .  12  00 

Hicks,  Joseph.  House  $450,  barn  150,  hen  house  50, 

lot  1  1-2  a.  150  .  14  00 

Hill,  Davis.  6  cows  $180,  2  oxen  40,  2  yearlings  20, 
house  400,  2  barns  400,  crib  25,  homestead  117  a. 

2900  . 61  48 

Holbrook,  Morton  A.  House  $700,  barn  150,  lot  3-8 

a.  100 . 16  25 

Holbrook,  Luther  W.  Horse  $50,  9  cows  360,  1  year¬ 
ling*  15,  50  fowls  25,  other  personal  100,  house  250, 
barn  300,  hen  houses  50,  homestead  53  3-4  a.  1465  41  23 

Hogarth,  Richard.  Horse  $25,  cow  25,  1  yearling  10, 

1  swine  10,  house  375,  barn  125,  homestead  31-2 

a.  200  .  13  55 

Hogarth,  John .  2  00 

Hogarth,  Robert  J . . . 2  00 

Hazard,  Richard . 2  00 

Hoberg,  P.  John.  1  horse  $50,  2  cows  70,  1  2-year- 
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old  25,  70  fowls  35,  other  personal  50,  house  400, 
barn  and  shed  250,  wash  house  25,  shop  and  hen 

houses  150,  homestead  30  a.  800 .  $29  83 

Hogarth,  Sarah  F.  House  $650,  barn  150,  lot  1  a.  400, 

Green  land  4  a.  40,  wood  and  cranberry  meadow 

1  1-2  a.  50,  sprout  land  5  a.  50,  wood  land  (Legg) 

2  a.  60  . 21  00 

Hogarth,  Sarah  F.,  et  als.  Gardner  land  12  a.  200 .  3  00 

Harris,  Charles  S.,  estate  of.  Money  at  interest  $25,000  375  00 

Hoberg,  Carl  .  2  00 

Hoberg,  Gustave .  2  00 

Halsing,  Gustave  F.  1  horse  $50,  7  cows  245,  50 

fowls  25,  house  400,  barn  300,  carriage  house  and 

shop  100,  hen  house  50,  homestead  71  a.  950  .  33  80 

Jackson,  Maria.  1  horse  $25,  8  cows  240,  1  yearling 

10,  house  1000,  barn  50,  homestead  100  a.  2000 .  49  88 

Jackson,  John .  2  00 

Jennison,  George  W.  Horse  $75,  4  cows  140,  50  fowls 
25,  other  personal  100,  house  2000,  barn  800,  car¬ 
riage  and  hen  house  70,  homestead  27  a.  1200 .  68  15 

Jenks,  Edgar  H.  70  fowls  $35,  house  600,  barn  and 

shed  400,  hen  houses  250,  homestead  14  a.  250 .  25  03 

Jacques,  Mede.  1  horse  50,  cow  30 .  3  20 

Jacobs,  Charles . 2  00 

Juliano,  Vincent.  1  horse  $100,  1  cow  30,  house  250, 

barn  200,  homestead  27  a.  550 .  18  95 

Juliano,  Nicholas .  2  00 

Kelley,  Dennis.  2  cows  $70,  1  yearling  10,  house  350, 

barn  200,  homestead  18  a.  630 .  20  90 

Kelley,  Thomas  F.  60  fowls  $30 .  2  45 

Kelley,  John  A .  2  00 

Kelley,  William  D .  2  00 

Kingman,  Charles  E .  2  00 

Kingman,  Paulina.  1  horse  $75,  other  personal  25, 
house  600,  barn  and  shed  75,  hen  house  50,  home- 
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stead  1-2  a.  ioo.  Exempt  500  .  $6  38 

Kinsley,  Edward  C.  House  $1650,  wagon  house  25, 

lot  3-8  a.  150,  Steward  meadow  3  1-2  a.  300  .  33  88 

Kinsley,  Percy  T.  Stock  in  trade  $150,  3  horses  125, 
other  personal  200,  house  2000,  barn  500,  ice  house 

200,  lot  5-8  a.  250 . . . . . . .  53  38 

Knights,  Leon . .  2  00 

Kempton,  Edmund  . 2  00 

Kempton,  Mary.  1  horse  $75  .  1  13 

Locke,  Nancy  F.  House  $550,  barn  250,  shed  and 

crib  50,  homestead  28  a.  700 .  23  25 

Lowell,  Elvira  F.  House  $700,  wood  house  and  shed 

40,  shop  35,  lot  1-4  a..  100.  Exempt  500 .  7  63 

Lowell,  Frank  H . 2  00 

Lowell,  Freeman  C.  Horse  $50,  house  400,  lot  1-4  a. 

5° . - . .  9  5° 

Leshuer,  Susan  E.  House  600,  lot  1  a.  100.  Exempt 

5 00  .  3  00 

McDonald,  John  S.  1  cow  $40,  30  fowls  15,  house 

600,  barn  100,  hen  house  50,  homestead  12  a.  500..  21  58 

McVeity,  Wm.,  heirs  of.  House  350,  paint  shop  25, 

homestead  72  a.  975 . .  20  25 

Metcalf,  Sarah.  House  $800,  woodshed  and  shop  100, 

lot  1-2  a.  200 .  16  50 

Moores,  Henry .  2  00 

Moores,  Clarence  A.  .  2  00 

Moores,  John  P .  2  00 

Moores,  Oliver  G . 2  00 

Moores,  Emeline  J.  House  300,  lot  3-16  a.  75 .  5  63 

Moores,  Oliver  S. . 2  00 

Morris,  Peter.  1  horse  $25,  1  cow  40..... .  2  98 

Morris,  Alice.  House  $550,  barn  and  shed  125,  hen 
house  40,  homestead  7  1-2  a.  265,  cranberry  mead¬ 
ow  2  a.  70 .  17  25 

Miller,  Don .  2  00 
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Munsell,  Wm.  L. .  $2  00 

McTurk,  Thomas.  2  horses  $100,  7  cows  245,  other 
personal  50,  house  900,  barn  900,  wagon  house  100, 

homestead  25  a.  850 .  49  18 

Montani,  Santo.  1  cow  $30 .  2  45 

Marlow,  Lewis  L.  House  $1000,  lot  200 .  20  00 

Marsh,  Aaron . . . .  2  00 

Mathewson,  Willard  P.  1  horse  $50,  cow  25,  2  swine 

10,  house  300,  barn  and  shop  50,  lot  1  a.  50 .  9  28 

Nelson,  Wm.  W.  1  horse  $25,  1  cow  30,  other  per¬ 
sonal  25,  house  800,  barn  400,  shed  and  carriage 
house  150,  hen  house  and  ice  house  50,  homestead 

24  a.  1200,  wood  land  7  1-2  a.  200 .  45  20 

Niles,  Bertrand  D.  1  horse  $75?  2  swine  20,  other  per¬ 
sonal  40,  house  450,  barn  600,  greenhouse  400,  hen 

house  50,  homestead  7  a.  225 .  29  91 

Nutter,  James  J.  Horse  $125,  other  personal  150,  house 
1500,  barn  700,  house  (new)  2000,  homestead  45  a. 

2250  .  102  88 

Nutter,  James  J.,  et  als.  O’Connor  land  13  a.  $26, 

Taft  and  Bates  land  20  a.  40,  C.  Thayer  land  18  a. 

35,  W.  Chilson  land  42  a.  84 .  2  78 

Noyes,  John  J .  2  00 

Neilson,  Carl  . . 1 .  2  00 

Needham,  Warren  W . 2  00 

Northrop,  Joseph.  House  $450,  barn  and  shed  250, 

hen  house  50,  homestead  60  a.  1 200 .  29  25 

Olsen,  Carl  R.  1  horse  $75,  other  personal  25,  house 

350,  barn  50,  lot  1  a.  50 . 10  25 

O’Sullivan,  John  J.  1  horse  $50 . 2  75 

Olsen,  Ernest .  2  00 

Parkinson,  George  H.  2  horses  150,  other  personal 
250,  house  1675,  barn  400,  wood  house  75?  home¬ 
stead  10  a.  1100 .  56  75 

Pierce,  Thomas  H . 2  00 
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Pearson,  Irving .  $2  00 

Pond,  Alex.  V.  G.  1  horse  $50  .  2  75 

Pond,  Arthur  V .  .  2  00 

Pond,  Julia  E.  3  cows  $105,  1  yearling  10,  house  800, 
barn  and  shed  300,  crib  and  shed  100,  house 
(small)  300,  woodhouse  25,  homestead  107  a. 

3500,  Young  lot  1  a.  150  .  79  36 

Pratt,  T.  Burtt.  1  horse  $50,  j  cow  40,  other  per¬ 
sonal  100  .  4  85 

Phillips,  Charles  J.  1  horse  $50,  other  personal  25 .  3  13 

Phillips,  Orinda.  House  $700,  barn  250,  woodhouse 

50,  homestead  11  a.  700 .  25  50 

Publi cover,  Angelina.  House  $200,  barn  100,  lot  7  a. 

100.  Exempt . . 

Payne,  Harry  F.  Horse  $50,  other  personal  25 .  3  13 

Pine,  Antoine,  et  als.  1  cow  $30,  horse  100,  house 
400,  barn  300,  cranberry  house  100,  homestead  95 

a-  1200 .  3395 

Pickles,  Robert .  2  00 

Parker,  Mary  S.  Land  (Seabury)  5  a.  $150 .  2  25 

Paddock,  Leon  A . . : .  i  00 

Quigley,  James.  5  cows  $125,  2  2-year-olds  30,  other 
personal  25,  house  800,  barn  300,  carriage  house 
50,  house  (small)  450,  barn  do.  100,  homestead  48 

a.  1250,  lot  (small)  1-2  a.  50... .  49  7° 

Randall,  Horace  E.  1  cow  $30 .  2  45 

Rich,  Henry.  Horse  $50,  other  personal  25 .  3  13 

Rhodes,  Irving  O.  1  horse  $50 .  2  75 

Robinson,  William  C.  2  horses  $125,  15  cows  525’  6 
yearlings  60,  1  bull  15,  house  700,  barn  and  shed 
800,  house  (small)  100,  crib  50,  homestead  135  a. 

2250 . . . . . .  71  38 

Rowe,  Reuben  B.  Horse  $25,  4  cows  140,  1  yearling 

15,  1  swine  10,  30  fowls  15  .  5 

Ross,  Warren,  heirs  of.  Sprout  land  (Duke  Rock)  2 
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a.  io . . .  $  15 

Scott,  Walter  . .  2  00 

Scott,  Malcolm  D.  2  horses  $100,  5  cows  150,  other 

personal  50  . . .  6  50 

Scriven,  George.  2  horses  $150,  1  cow  35,  20  fowls 
10,  other  personal  50,  house  1000,  barn  200,  house 

lot  3  a.  200  .  26  68 

Seabury,  Catherine  R.  2  horses  $100,  2  cows  80,  2 
swine  10,  other  personal  50,  house  1500,  barn  600, 
crib  and  ice  house  50,  schoolhouse  200,  home¬ 
stead  125  a.  2000 .  68  85 

Smith,  Phebe.  2  houses  $200,  barn  50,  lot  2  a.  100. 

Exempt . . 

Smith,  Edward  L.  1  horse  $100,  2  cows  70,  other  per¬ 
sonal  15,  house  1100,  barn  250,  carriage  house  and 

shop  150,  homestead  10  a.  500 . .  34  78 

Smith,  Ernest  M.  1  horse  125,  other  personal  75  .  5  00 

Snow,  Fred.  200  fowls  $100 .  3  50 

Snow,  Erwin  A.  House  $800,  barn  350,  hen  house 

and  shed  80,  house  lot  3-4  a.  150,  barn  lot  1-4  a.  50  23  45 

Southwick,  Willis,  heirs  of.  House  $800,  barn  (old 
place)  100,  house  lot  1  a.  30,  homestead  38  a.  760, 

sprout  land  6  a.  100 . . .  26  85 

Southwick,  Alonzo  L.  Money  at  interest  $150,  1  horse 
100,  11  cows  385,  3  yearlings  45,  100  fowls  50, 

other  personal  50  .  13  70 

Southwick,  Andre.  House  $600,  barn  400,  crib  and 
shed  75,  hen  houses  250,  carriage  house  25,  home¬ 
stead  91  a.  1200,  Holland  land  69  a.  1000,  Sayles 

do.  10  a.  300 . .  59  75 

Southwick,  Justin  F.  3  horses  $325,  land  (Aldrich) 

63  a.  630  . . .  16  33 

Southwick,  Albert  E.  2  horses  $125,  1  cow  30,  8 
swine  60,  1  bull  20,  270  fowls  135,  other  personal 
50,  schoolhouse  and  shed  150,  lot  3-4  a.  50 .  11  30 
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Southwick,  Edward  L.  7  cows  245,  house  600,  house 
(old)  400,  barn  400,  hen  houses  200,  homestead 

78  a.  1600  . : .  $53  68 

Southwick,  Wm.  S.  House  (Patterson)  $400,  barn  do. 

300,  crib  25,  house  (Macuen)  300,  shed  25,  home¬ 
stead  (Patterson)  12  a.  300,  homestead  (Macuen) 

1253.1300  .  4175 

Stenson,  George  H .  2  00 

Steere,  Roscoe  . •. .  2  00 

Svedine,  Lars.  1  horse  $50,  cow  30,  house  500,  barn 

200,  homestead  6  a.  300 . 18  20 

Svedine,  Herman .  2  00 

Spiller,  John .  2  00 

Taft,  Austin  A.  Money  at  interest  $5000,  2  horses  150, 

6  cows  1S0,  1  yearling  15,  other  personal  100, 
house  650,  barn  200,  carriage  house  and  shed  100, 
crib  30,  hen  houses  100,  barn  (Alvin)  100,  home¬ 
stead  6 1  a.  1650,  Alvin  land  62  a.  1500 .  148  63 

Taft,  Clarence  A.  40  fowls  $20,  sprout  land  19  a.  200  5  30 

Taft,  Alanson.  House  $800,  barn  250,  hen  house  50, 
homestead  51  a.  1400,  wood  and  sprout  land  19  a. 

200  .  42  50 

Taft,  George  M.  3  horses  $r5o,  16  cows  480,  9  swine 
45,  other  personal  50,  house  1000,  2  barns  900, 
house  (small)  300,  slaughter  house  150,  house 
(Kinsley)  1000,  barn  do.  300,  homestead  41  a. 

2600,  lot  (Kinsley)  1-2  a.  200,  wood  land  8  a.  80, 

wood  land  30  a.  450,  sprout  land  10  a.  50 .  118  33 

Taft,  Frank.  1  cow  $30,  20  fowls  10,  house  1600, 

barn  300,  hen  house  75,  homestead  8  a.  1000 .  47  23 

Taft,  Putman  W.  1  horse  $50,  other  personal  25, 
wood  land  (west  hill)  60  a.  2300,  sprout  Land  30 

a.  150 .  39 

Taft,  Putman  W.,  et  als.  House  $400,  barn  400,  wood 

house  80,  hen  house  50,  homestead  25  a.  500 .  21  45 
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Taft,  Leonard  E.  2  swine  $25,  other  personal  25, 

Steward  meadow  6  a.  150 . 

Taft,  George  L.  Horse  $75,  12  cows  480,  1  yearling 

20,  1  swine  10,  60  fowls  30,  other  personal  40 . 

Taft,  Edward  H.  6  horses  $325,  30  cows  800,  4  year¬ 
lings  40,  4  swine  20,  1  bull  20,  other  personal  200, 
house  1800,  barn  and  shed  800,  wood  shed  75,  silo 
150,  ice  house  25,  hen  house  75,  house  (L.  E. 
Taft)  600,  shop  and  shed  do.  50,  barn  do.  150, 
homestead  33  1-2  a.  900,  homestead  (L.  E.  Taft) 
16  a.  800,  lot  (red  house)  7  a.  600,  wood  land  8  a. 
280,  Fletcher  do.  3  1-2  a.  70,  land  (L.  Taft)  38  a. 
600,  pasture  and  sprout  land  66  a.  660,  Ford  land 
5  a.  100,  wood  land  (Streeter  road)  22  a.  600,  do. 

3  1-2  a.  100 .  . 

Taft,  Luther  E.  60  fowls  $30,  house  700,  2  barns -4.00, 
crib  25,  tool  house  25,  hen  houses  50,  cider  mill 
350,  house  (Holland)  250,  do.  (Wilber)  50,  wood 
shed  50,  homestead  70  a.  2100,  homestead  (Hol¬ 
land)  15  a.  300,  lot  (Wilber)  1  a.  50,  wood  land 
(saw  mill)  10  a.  1000,  sprout  land  20  a.  200,  land 
(Mile  rock)  7  1-2  a.  150,  meadow  9  a.  150,  Alvin 

land  45  a.  1200,  A.  A.  Taft  do.  47  a.  1000 . 

Taft,  Myra  F.  House  $400,  lot  1-1 6  a.  25.  Exempt.. 

Taft,  Harry . 

Thayer,  Jarvis.  Horse  $50,  2  cows  60,  house  200,  barn 
150,  wood  house  and  shop  75?  homestead  32  a.  800 

Thayer,  Waldo  M . . . . . 

Thayer,  George  E.  Cottage  (Nipmuck)  $350 . 

Thayer,  Minnie.  House  $550,  barn  250,  shop  100,  hen 

house  50,  homestead  26  a.  1100 . 

Thayer,  Minnie,  executrix  estate  of  Mary  Bicknell. 

Money  at  interest  1000  . 

Tancrelle,  Alpha.  2  horses  $125,  4  cows  120,  1  2-year- 
old  25,  2  swine  25,  20  fowls  10,  house  350,  barn 
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400,  hen  house  and  crib  75?  homestead  92  a.  925....  $32  83 

Tancrelle,  Gideon  . . .  2  00 

Town,  John  M . . .  2  00 

Towne,  Nathan  M . . .  2  00 

Thomas,  Frederick  . 2  00 

Trask,  George  N.  1  horse  $50,  2  cows  60,  house  50, 

barn  100,  lot  14  a.  250 .  9  65 

Trask,  G.  William.  Horse  $50 .  2  75 

Tucker,  Ernest  L . .  2  00 

Turnbull,  Robert.  1  2-year-old  $20,  house  400,  barn 

and  shed  300,  lot  12  a.  700 . .  23  30 

Thurber,  Daniel,  estate  of.  House  $250,  barn  and 

shed  75,  shop  75,  lot  1  a.  50 .  6  75 

Tempest,  William.  1  horse  $50 .  2  75 

Thomas,  John.  House  $325,  barn  100,  hen  houses 50, 

homestead  8  1-2  a.  800  . .  21  13 

Walden,  Francis  A.  House  $300,  barn  100,  home¬ 
stead  58  1-2  a.  600 . . .  15  00 

Warner,  John  B.  1  horse  $50,  3  cows  75?  1  2-year- 
old  25,  1  swine  10,  house  300,  barn  50,  homestead 

34a-5IG  . - .  r7  3° 

Weatherhead,  Annette  L.  House  $400,  lot  1-8  a.  50. 

Exempt . 

Wheeler,  Paul  A.,  heirs  of.  House  $700,  barn  and 

wood  shed  100,  lot  1  a.  200 .  15  00 

Wheeler,  Arabella.  House  $550,  barn  150,  shed  and 

wood  house  50,  lot  1  1-2  a.  300 . .  15  75 

Wheeler,  Lyman  E.  Cow  $25,  2  swine  10,  house  550, 
barn  and  shed  200,  lot  1  a.  150,  land  (L.  Cook)  18 

a.  300 . .t .  20  53 

Wheeler,  Harold  . 2  00 

Whiting,  George  H.  House  $800,  barn  50,  lot  7-8  a. 

350  .  20  00 

Whiting,  Clarence  H . ! . . .  2  00 

Whiting,  Herbert  E .  2  00 
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Whiting,  Edward  A .  $2  00 

Wilber,  Walter  E .  2  00 

Wilber,  Walter  E.,  et  als.  House  $600,  barn  150, 

homestead  11  a.  400.  Exempt  575  .  8  63 

Wilcox,  S.  Warren.  House  $400,  barn  500,  home¬ 
stead  28  a.  480,  sprout  land  18  a.  100  .  24  20 

Williams,  Charles  B.  3  horses  $225,  house  800,  barn 
300,  barn  (small)  50,  homestead  24  a.  960,  pasture 

and  sprout  land  36  a.  180 .  39  73 

Wilson,  Edwin . 2  00 

Wilson,  Genieve.  Pasture  and  wood  land  29  a.  150, 

cranberry  land  5  1-2  a.  100 . 3  75 

Wilson,  Edward . 2  00 

Wood,  John  C . 2  00 

Wood,  Elizabeth  O.  Horse  $25,  cow  40,  house  475, 
barn  and  shed  400,  carriage  house  100,  homestead 

41  a*  io5°  .  31  36 

Wood,  Eliza  W.  Sprout  land  4  a.  80 .  1  20 

Wood,  Eliza  W.,  et  als.  Sprout  land  7  a.  140 .  2  10 

Wood,  Lewis  E.  House  $1500,  barn  and  shed  500, 
cranberry  house  225,  wood  house  50,  hen  houses 
200,  homestead  68  a.  2000,  cranberry  meadow  10  a. 

1000,  sprout  land  5  a.  150,  M.  Daniels  land  11  a. 

375  .  92  00 

Wood,  Samuel  W.  Money  at  interest  $500,  horse  25,  2 
yearlings  20,  other  personal  25,  house  650,  barn  150, 
lot  1-2  a.  50,  Southwick  wood  land  19  a.  400,  Pond 
hill  sprout  land  13  a.  350,  Butler  wood  land  15  a. 

400,  sprout  land  (Miscoe  hill)  21  a.  225 .  43  93 

Wood,  Frank  C.  Qther  personal  $25,  house  500,  barn 

150,  lot  2  a.  500,  wood  land  3  1-2  a.  25  .  20  00 

Wood,  Frank  H.,  et  als.  Pond  hill  wood  and  sprout 

land  35  a.  300 .  450 

White,  Isaac  L.  2  horses  $100.  other  personal  75? 

house  1100,  barn  and  shed  250,  house  lot  1-2  a.  200  25  88 

t 
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Wood,  Frank  H.  2  horses  $150,  13  cows  520,  1  2-year- 
old  20,  1  yearling  10,  220  fowls  no,  other  personal 
75,  house  1000,  barn  425,  shop  75,  crib  30,  cran¬ 
berry  house  125,  house  (small)  350.  wood  house 

do.  25,  homestead  100  a.  2600 .  $84  73 

White,  Edgar  L.  . .  2  00 

White,  Wm.  F . 2  00 

Wise,  Leon .  2  00 

Williams,  Rufus  O.  1  horse  $50,  12  cows  480,  1  bull 
10,  other  personal  100,  house  1150,  barn  and  shed 
1200,  barn  and  carriage  house  450,  barn  (small) 

200,  hen  house  20,  homestead  66  a.  2200  .  89  90 

Wise,  Adam  T.  1 'horse  $100,  1  cow  40 .  4  10 

Wise,  Amoret  B.  House  $300,  barn  125,  shed  and 

crib  50,  homestead  28  a.  740 . . .  18  23 

Wilson,  Lewis  G.  2  horses  $200,  2  cows  70?  20  fowls 
10,  other  personal  150,  house  300,  barn  300,  house 
(small)  250,  hen  house  50,  homestead  63  a.  900, 

house  lot  (small)  1  a.  25 .  35  83 

Young,  Frank .  2  00 
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Aldrich,  Silas,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Wood  land  14  a. 

$560 . . . . .  $8  40 

Aldrich.  Henry  M.,  Woburn,  Ms.  House  $600,  lot 

1-4  a.  100 .  10  50 

Albee,  Charles  H.,  Worcester.  Nay  lot  10  a.  $500, 
cranberry  meadow  1  1-4  a.  75?  E.  T.  Albee  land 

1  1-2  a.  25  . . . . .  9  00 

Allen,  Addison  H.,  Milford.  Land  3  3*4  a.  $100 .  1  50 

Arnold,  James  G.,  Blackstone.  Wood  land  35  a.  $350, 

Hall  land  10  a.  100,  wood  land  (Aldrich)  8  a.  100  8  25 

Aldrich,  Charles  T.,  Attleboro.  House  $800,  barn 
(new)  1300,  2  barns  300,  carriage  house  and  crib 
100,  homestead  75  a.  1500,  Mowry  land  18  a.  200..  63  00 

Bassett,  Woodbury  C.,  Uxbridge.  Wood  land  4  a.  $60  90 

Blackstone,  Town  of.  Wood  land  29  a.  $700 .  10  50 

Broughey,  Mary  A.,  Hopedale.  House  $350,  lot  5  1-2 

a.  400 .  . . . . . .  11  25 

Ballou,  Charlotte,  et  als,  Providence,  R.  I.  House 
$600,  barn  200,  carriage  house  50,  hen  houses  50, 
homestead  13  1-2  a.  400,  wood  land  2  1-2  a.  25, 

Pond  hill  wood  land  1  1-4  a.  15.  Exempt  890  .  6  75 

Barney,  Hiram  A.,  Milford.  Sprout  land  (Nelson) 

30  a.  $300,  wood  land  8  a.  300 .  9  00 

Bemis,  Frank  F.,  Waltham.  Gardner  land  2  a.  $25....  38 

Bullock,  Mercy  F.,  et  als,  Worcester.  House  $800, 

barn  150,  crib  and  shed  50,  homestead  92  a.  1500..  37  50 

Brown,  Joseph,  Olneyville,  R.  I.  House  $500,  barn 

50,  lot  1  i-2  a.  100 .  9  75 

Belknap,  Lyman  E.,  Milford.  Cottage  $300,  lot  1-4  a. 
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IOO  . .  $6  OO 

Cook,  Proctor  P.,  Bellingham.  Wood  land  (Quissett) 

130  a.  $1050 .  15  75 

Capron,  Adin  B.,  Woonsocket.  Wood  land  55  a.  $2000  30  00 

Camp,  Judson  E.,  Caryville.  Sprout  land  9  a.  $25 .  38 

Chase,  Herbert  E.,  Uxbridge.  Wood  land  20  a.  $600  9  00 

Cook,  Edward  E.,  Milford.  Meadow  19  a.  $300 .  4  50 

Cook,  Sophia,  South  Framingham.  Sprout  land  43  a. 

$5 00 .  7  5° 

Cook,  Alonzo  A.,  Dorchester.  Meadow  16  a.  $160  ....  2  40 

Cook,  Orrin  C.,  Milford.  Mill  river  meadow  3  a.  $15, 

A.  Cook  sprout  land  23  a.  150,  Bicknell  do.  7  1-4 
a.  50,  E.  S.  Worthen  do.  25  a.  100,  land  (meadow) 

11  a.  150,  sprout  land  (Allen)  33  a.  150,  Bates  do. 

12  a.  100  .  10  73 

Cook,  Orrin  C.,  et  als.  Sprout  land  27  a.  $100 .  1  50 

Cook,  Stephen,  heirs  of,  Providence,  R.  I.  Meadow 

1  a.  $10  . . .  15 

Cook,  Patrick,  heirs  of,  Hyde  Park.  House  $100, 

barn  50,  homestead  22  a.  225 .  S  63 

Comstock,  D.  Webster,  New  York  City.  House  $1700, 

barn  200,  hen  house  100,  house  lot  3  7-10  a.  1100..  46  50 

Clark,  Chester  L.,  Milford.  Land  38  a.  760 .  11  40 

Clark,  Lucetta  O.,  Milford.  House  $800,  barn  300, 
house  (Capt.  Hayward)  600,  house  lot  91-2  a. 

900,  lot  (Hayward)  1  1-2  a.  300 .  43  5° 

Clark,  Bessie  W.,  Norwood.  Sprout  land  9  a.  $50, 

do.  16  a.  125  . .  2  63 

Collins,  Walter,  Milford.  Cottage  $375?  lot  1-4  a.  100  7  *3 

Crotto,  Peter,  Woonsocket.  Land  2  1-2  a.  $100  .  1  5° 

Clark,  Lorenzo  G.,  Mrs.,  Hopedale,  Ms.,  Admr. 

House  $450,  barn  200,  wagon  house  25,  lot  1  1-4 

a.  175  .  12  75 

Daniels,  Julia  A.,  Blackstone.  Meadow  6  a.  $150 .  2  25 

Daniels,  Hiram,  heirs  of,  Blackstone.  Meadow  4  a. 
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$100,  wood  land  12  a.  500 .  $9  00 

Davenport,  Medora,  Milford.  Cottage  $200 .  3  00 

Deveney,  Mary,  Uxbridge.  Taft  land  14  a.  $150? 
wood  land  4  a.  75,  meadow  11  a.  200,  schoolhouse 
lot  1 1  a.  200,  meadow  (Aldrich)  7  a.  100,  land 

(Spaulding)  6  a.  100 .  12  38 

Draper,  Wm.  F.,  Hopedale.  Land  (Ram’s  point)  1  a. 

500  .  7  5° 

Draper,  Pamelia  B.,  heirs  of.,  Milford.  House  (Point 
Pleasant)  $800,  barn  150,  boat  house  100,  land  1 

a.  400  . .  21  75 

Day,  Henrietta  W.,  Hopedale.  Wood  and  sprout  land 

47  a.  $500  . .  7  50 

Demars,  Edward,  Uxbridge.  Sprout  land  22  a.  200 .  3  00 

Dixon,  Edmund  J.,  Milford.  House  $450,  barn  350, 

homestead  6  a.  200,  pasture  8  a.  100  .  16  50 

Ellis,  James,  South  Boston.  House  $500,  barn  275, 
crib  and  hog  house  25,  wash  house  20,  wood  house 

50,  homestead  119  a.  1630 .  37  50 

Eastman,  S.  Alden,  Milford.  Cottage  $400,  lot  1-4  a. 

100  . 7  50 

Esty,  Russell,  heirs  of,  Blackstone.  Sprout  land  and 

meadow  10  a.  $175  .  2  63 

French,  Frank  H.,  Hopedale.  Cottage  $300,  lot  1-4  a. 

100  . 6  00 

Farnum,  James  M.,  estate  of,  Uxbridge.  Sprout  land 

10  a.  $50,  meadow  2  a.  50 .  1  50 

Ford,  Charles,  heirs  of,  Worcester.  Meadow  6  a.  $100  1  50 

Fletcher,  Lizzie,  Medway.  Sprout  land  5  a.  50 .  75 

Fletcher,  Lizzie,  et  als,  Medway.  Quissett  land  17  a. 

$340,  Cook  land  22  a.  275  .  9  23 

Flagg,  Ira  C.,  Fall  River.  Sprout  land  12  a.  $25  .  38 

Gibson,  Fred,  et  als,  Milford.  Cottage  $200,  lot  1-8 

a- $5° . . - .  3  75 

Gaskill,  Wilfred,  South  Milford.  Plain  land  24  a.  $500  7  50 
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Gaskill,  Lewis  B.,  South  Milford.  Wood  land  38  a. 

$1200,  plain  land  3  1-2  a.  100,  Wilcox  land  45  a. 

$600  .  $28  50 

Gaskill,  D.  Walter,  Blackstone.  Sprout  land  89  a. 

$900,  do.  10  a.  50 . . .  14  25 

Guild,  Frank  O.,  Boston.  House  $400,  boat  house  25, 

land  (island)  1-2  a.  $200  .  9  38 

Guild,  Charles  E.,  Milford.  Barn  $50,  land  1  a.  400..  6  75 

Gaskill,  Harry  C.,  Worcester.  House  $1200,  barn  175, 

crib  and  shed  25,  homestead  57  a.  1600 .  45  00 

Gould,  Charles,  Bellingham.  House  $650,  barn  150, 
wagon  house  50,  hen  houses  100,  granary  25,  lot 

1  3-4  a.  250  . . .  18  38 

Harding,  Edwin  A.,  South  Milford.  2  horses  $150,  2 
cows  705  70  fowls  35,  barn  450,  shed  100,  land  12 

a.  500 .  19  58 

Howe,  Charles  H.,  Worcester.  Wood  laind  10  a.  $250  3  75 

Hall,  B.  O.,  unknown.  Meadow  4  1-2  a.  $50 .  75 

Hastings,  Anna  W.,  Upton.  House  $800,  lot  1-4  a. 

100,  sprout  land  28  a.  140 .  15  60 

Hayward,  Samuel  P.,  heirs  of,  South  Milford.  Lot  3 

a.  $400,  meadow  4  a.  50 .  6  75 

Hadley,  Abby  E.,  Blackstone.  Sprout  land  37  a.  $80  1  20 

Henry,  Albert,  heirs  of,  Uxbridge.  Wood  land  20  a. 

$700  .  10  50 

Henry,  Sarah  D.,  Uxbridge.  Wood  land  8  a.  $250 .  3  75 

Henry,  Polly  A.,  Uxbridge.  Wood  land  16  a.  $550 .  8  25 

Horton,  Henry  C.,  Uxbridge.  Wood  land  10  a.  $300  4  50 

Horton,  Wm.  E.,  Providence,  R.  I.  House  $900,  barn 

100,  hen  house  50,  homestead  21a.  850  .  28  50 

Irons,  William,  Blackstone.  2  horses  $100,  12  cows 
480,  1  yearling  10,  house  900,  barn  400,  hog  house 
100,  crib  40,  wood  house  25,  homestead  143  a.  1885  59  10 

Inman,  Fred  R.,  Providence,  R.  I.  Meadow  6  a.  $100  1  50 

Johnston,  Wm.  et  als,  Milford.  Sprout  land  3  1-2  a. 
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$35  .  $  53 

King,  Archie,  et  als,  Uxbridge.  House  $100,  land  56 

a.  $650 .  11  25 

Knight,  Marcus  W.,  Milford.  Sprout  land  24  a.  $120  1  80 

Keane,  Thomas  W.,  Milford.  Cottage  $100 .  1  50 

Lyons,  Frances,  Milford.  House  $500,  2  barns  500, 

wood  house  50,  homestead  64  a.  950 .  30  00 

Leonard,  Sumner,  et  als,  Grafton.  Sprout  land  16  a. 

$160 .  2  40 

Legg,  Stephen  T.,  heirs  of,  Blackstone.  Sprout  land 

3  a-  $5° . . .  75 

Lilley,  Edwin  F.,  Milford.  Cottage  $200,  boat  house 

75,  lot  1-2  a.  200 . .  7  13 

Langevin,  Henry,  Blackstone,  Ms.  Sprout  land  20  a. 

$150  .  2  25 

Manson,  John  T.,  New  Haven,  Ct.  House  $300, 

wood  house  50,  lot  5  a.  200,  land  3  a.  600  .  L7  25 


Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co.  Steamer  and  row 
boats  $1200,  cottage  400,  waiting  station  600,  pa¬ 
vilion  4500,  theatre  3000,  2  toilets  200,  boat  house 
300,  power  house  and  equipments  10,000,  land 


(Nipmuck  Park)  20  a.  4000,  land  on  line  of  road 

13  a.  i3oo  .  382  50 

Milford  &  Attleboro  St.  Ry.  Co.  Land  on  line  of  road 

1  1-2  a.  $150 . . .  2  25 

Macuen,  James  E.,  Milford.  Sprout  land  2  a.  $30 .  45 

Moore,  Susan,  Woonsocket,  R.  I.  House  $450,  shop 

25,  homestead  15  1-2  a.  225 .  10  50 

Miett,  Edith  M.,  Milford,  Ms.  Cottage  $375,  lot  1-4 

a.  100 . . .  7  13 

Nichols,  Arthur  R.,  Providence,  R.  I.  House  $1200, 

barn  250,  wood  house  50,  homestead  45  a.  1200 .  40  50 

Nipmuck  Canoe  Club.  Club  houses  $2000 .  30  00 

O’Sullivan,  Ellen  M.,  Milford.  House  $200,  barn  150, 

hen  houses  150,  homestead  40  a.  400 .  13  50 
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Osgood,  Timothy,  et  als,  Hopedale.  Cottage  $275, 

lot  1-2  a.  150 . * . . .. . . .  $6  38 

Pitts,  Jennie,  et  als,  Uxbridge.  House  $75,  lot  1  a.  25  1  50 

Pyne,  Wm.  H.,  Milford.  Land  3  1-2  a.  $400  .  6  00 

Powers,  John,  Upton.  Wood  land  2  a.  $50 .  75 

Putnam,  Abbie,  heirs  of,  Danvers.  Wood  land  37  a. 

$575  . - . - .  8  63 

Pond,  Franklin  W.,  Hopedale.  Land  17  a.  $500  .  7  50 

Rhodes,  Elmer  I.,  Waltham,  Ms.  House  $600,  barn 

and  shed  350,  hen  houses  200,  house  lot  5  a.  350  ..  22  50 

Rassen,  Andrew  P.,  Bellingham.  Shop  and  hen  house 
$100,  land  (Bullard)  12  1-2  a.  330,  land  (Scott)  4 

a.  120,  Newhall  land  4  1-2  a.  225  . .  11  63 

Rawson,  Amy  P.,  Uxbridge.  Land  10  a.  $100  .  1  50 

Ray,  James  H.,  Franklin.  Meadow  and  sprout  land 

30  a.  $400,  do.  6  a.  150,  Thayer  land  50  a.  500 .  15  75 

Rawson,  Susan  E.,  Whitinsville.  Sprout  land  1  1-2  a. 

$30  • — . - .  45 

Rawson,  Louis  F.,  Uxbridge.  Pasture  10  a.  $100 .  1  50 

Richards,  Melissa,  Caryville.  Meadow  1  a.  $35  .  53 

Smith,  Wm.,  Milford.  House  $400,  barn  150,  lot  1  a. 

75,  Staples  land  1  a.  50 .  10  13 

Scott,  Adrian,  Blackstone.  9  cows  $315,  1  2-year-old 
20,  2  yearlings  20,  1-2  barn  400,  small  barn  and 
shop  200,  crib  and  hen  house  100,  homestead  88  a. 

1750,  sprout  land  20  a.  40 . . . . .  42  68 

Scott,  Clinton  R.,  Milford.  Cottage  $400,  barn  50, 

boat  house  50,  lot  3-4  a.  300  .  12  00 

Scott,  Newman  H.,  Dexter,  Maine.  House  $700,  barn 
200,  windmill  75,  wood  house  25,  hen  houses  50, 

lot  1  1-4  a.  200 .  18  75 

Southwick,  Bessie  F.,  Uxbridge.  Meadow  2  1-2  a.  $25  38 

Staples,  Carlton  A.,  heirs  of,  Lexington.  Meadow  4 
a.  $50,  do.  2  1-2  100,  do.  4  1-2  a.  100,  sprout  land 
12  a.  120 .  5  55 
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Staples,  Charles  J.,  Manchester,  N.  H.  Land  (Olive 

and  Mary)  1 6  a.  160,  Fletcher  land  3  a.  50  . .  $3  15 

Staples,  T.  Benton,  Worcester.  House  $800,  lot  1  1-2 

a.  400 . : .  18  00 

Taft,  Jesse  A.,  Milford.  Pasture  and  wood  land  10  a. 

$200,  sprout  land  n  a.  150,  do.  2  1-2  a.  75 .  6  38 

Taft,  Lucius  D.,  Blackstone.  Wood  land  4  a.  $100, 

sprout  land  20  a.  300  ... .  6  00 

Taft,  Samuel  H.,  heirs  of,  Uxbridge.  Wood  land  5  a. 

$100,  Taft  land  5  a.  50  .  2  25 

Taft,  Samuel  B.,  Uxbridge.  Sprout  land  15  a.  $100 .  1  50 

Talcott,  Susanna  P.,  Lynn.  House  $450,  wood  house 

50,  lot  1  a.  600 .  16  50 

Thayer,  Francis  N.,  Blackstone.  Sprout  land  33  a. 

S100 . ..... .  1  50 

Thayer,  Welcome  A.,  Blackstone.  Sprout  land  18  a. 

$400  .  6  00 

Thayer,  L.  Francis,  Bellingham.  Wood  and  sprout 
land  35  a.  $250,  Bicknell  land  10  a.  50,  sprout  land 
1 6  1-2  a.  150,  do.  4  a.  50,  wood  land  2  1-2  a.  120  .  9  30 

Taft,  Mellins,  heirs  of,  Blackstone.  Sprout  land  1  a.  $25  38 

Tullock,  Robert,  Hudson.  Cranberry  meadow  1  1-4 

a.  65,  sprout  land  2  1-2  a.  60 . . .  1  88 

Vant,  Melbourne  A.,  Milford.  Wood  land  6  a.  $250..  3  75 

Wallace,  Sarah,  et  als.  House  $400,  lot  1-2  a.  150 8  25 

Whiting,  George  R.,  Franklin.  Machinery  $4600, 
shoddy  mill  800,  picker  house  400,  engine  house 
400,  extracting  building  700,  store  house  and  barn 

100,  land  and  privilege  3  a.  1300  . .  124  50 

Whiting,  Abbott  D.,  Franklin.  House  $850,  barn  300, 

wood  shed  50,  homestead  59  a.  900 .  31  50 

Whitney,  Isabella  M.,  Shrewsbury.  Wood  land  8  a. 

$25° . .  3  75 

Wheelock,  Merrill,  Blackstone.  House  $700,  barn  200, 
crib  75,  2  sheds  100,  homestead  105  a.  2100,  land 
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(Quissett)  2  a.  50,  sprout  land  (Daniels)  32  a.  160, 
wood  and  pasture  27  a.  400,  sprout  land  (Nebo)  14 

a.  150,  sprout  land  (E.  Hill)  24  a.  300  . .  $63  53 

Wood,  Lillian  E.,  Milford.  Sprout  land  10  a.  100  .  1  50 

Williams,  Paul.  Sprout  land  16  a.  160  . .  2  40 
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PROPERTY  EXEMPT  FROM  TAXATION 


In  the  Town  of  Mendon,  under  provisions  of  3d  and  7th  divi¬ 
sions  of  Sec.  5  of  Chapter  12  of  the  Revised  Laws. 


First  Parish  Society.  Church  $3000,  lot  1-2  a.  400. 

First  Baptist  Society.  Church  $1000,  lot  1-8  a.  100. 

Union  Congregational  Society.  Chapel  $1000,  lot  1-4  a. 

200. 


ASSETS  OF  THE  TOWN  MAY  1,  1905. 


Schoolhouses  .  $18,000 

Public  library . . . . .  2,000 

Other  public  buildings . . 3,000 

Fire  apparatus . 100 

Public  grounds . . . „ .  500 


TOWN  GRANTS  1905. 


For  support  of  schools,  transportation  of  scholars,  text 
books,  supplies,  school  incidentals,  repairs  and 
salary  of  superintendent .  $3? 700 
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For  repairs  of  roads  and  bridges .  $1,500 

Support  of  poor .  800 

Taft  public  library  . : . .  250 

Town  incidentals . 500 

Payment  of  interest . 600 

Payment  of  town  debt . 650 

Soldiers’  relief  and  military  aid  .  25 

Memorial  Day .  50 

Repairs  on  Quissett  road .  50 

Repairs  on  record  building,  enlarging  vault  and 

purchase  of  fireproof  cupboards  and  filing  cases  400 

$8525 


SUMMARY  OF  TOWN,  STATE  AND  COUNTY 
TAXES  FOR  1905. 


Valuation  of  real  estate  . . $520,105 

Valuation  of  personal  estate .  117,915 

Total  valuation  . . . . . $638,020 


Number  of  polls . . .  283 

Tax  on  polls  . . . . .  $566 

Scale,  per  thousand  .  $15 


$566  00 

9’57°  96 

- $10,130  96 


Tax  assessed  on  polls  . 

Tax  assessed  on  property 
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Town  grant  . $8,525  00 

State  tax . .. .  800  00 

County  tax . 700  00 

Overlayings . .  1 1 1  96 

- $10,136  96 


TABLE  OF  AGGREGATES. 


No.  residents  assessed  on  property . .  220 

No.  of  non-residents  assessed  on  property  .  229 

No.  of  persons  assessed  on  property  .  349 

No.  of  persons  assessed  on  polls  only  .  125 

Total  No.  of  persons  assessed . .  474 

Total  No.  of  male  polls  assessed .  283 

Tax  on  each  male  poll .  $2 

Value  of  assessed  personal  estate  .  $117,915 

Value  of  assessed  real  estate,  buildings,  ex¬ 
cluding  land . $262,060 

Value  of  assessed  real  estate,  land,  excluding 

buildings .  258,045 

Total  value  of  assessed  real  estate .  520,105 

Total  valuation  of  assessed  estate .  $638,020 
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TAX  FOR  STATE,  COUNTY  AND  TOWN  PUR¬ 
POSES,  INCLUDING  OVERLAYINGS. 


On  personal  estate  . . .  $1,769  04 

On  real  estate . . . . .  7,801  9 2 

On  polls . . .  566  00 


$10,136  96 


Number  of  horses,  168;  number  of  cows,  458;  number  of 
neat  cattle,  78;  number  of  swine,  60;  number  of  dwelling 
houses,  242 ;  number  of  acres  of  land,  10,802 ;  number  of 
fowls,  2220;  value  of  fowls,  $1110. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE  VARIOUS 


BOARDS  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  RENDON , 

INCLUDING  REPORT  OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

FOR  THE 

Municipal  Year  Ending  March  6,  1905. 

[238TH  ANNUAL  REPORT.] 


MILFORD,  MASS.  : 

Cook  &  Sons,  Printers,  Journal  Office. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


The  undersigned,  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  February  4,  1905,  respectfully  submits  an 
account  of  his  doings. 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  receiving  the  following 
items,  viz  : — 

To  cash  received  of  the  Treasurer  for  the 

year  ending  March  7,  1904 .  $2061  15 

To  cash  borrowed  on  four  Town  notes .  3500  00 

u  received  for  use  of  telephone .  55  45 

“  u  of  E.  C.  Kinsley,  janitor  56  25 
To  cash,  Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.Co., 

grove  license . 10  00 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  inspec¬ 
tion  of  animals . . . 16  25 

To  cash  received,  Treasurer  Mendon 

Grange . 5  00 

To  cash  received,  to  balance  order  No.  65 

entered  twice . .  5  00 

To  cash  received,  Albert  E.  Southwick, 

butcher’s  license .  1  00 

To  cash  received,  A.  E.  Harding,  butch¬ 
er’s  license, . 1  00 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  Cor¬ 
poration  tax .  43  57 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  burial 

pauper . 15  00 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  State 

Road . ! . ! .  636  00 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  tax .  422  12 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  State 

Aid . , .  536  00 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  Street 

Railway  tax .  227  93 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  in¬ 
come  school  fund .  1052  92 

To  cash  received,  County  Treasurer,  dog 

tax .  205  90 
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To  cash  received,  S.  Warren  Cook,  auc¬ 
tioneer’s  license .  $  2  00 

To  cash  received,  W.  N.  Thompson,  tui¬ 
tion  .  15  00 

To  cash  received,  D.  H.  Barnes,  stove.....  10  00 

44  44  J.  B.  Driscoll,  one-half 

fees  hay  scales .  20  77 

To  cash  received,  Horace  C.  Adams,  two 

copies  Prop.  Records . 6  00 

To  cash  received,  Horace  C.  Adams,  two 

copies  Annals .  5  50 

To  cash  received,  L.  T.  Gaskill,  gravel .  13  20 

44  44  F.  J.  Dutcher,  Secretary 

District  School  Committee .  416  67 

To  cash  received,  Town  of  Hopedale .  287  41 

44  44  George  M.  Taft,  Collec¬ 
tor,  1901 .  29  11 

To  cash  received,  George  M.  Taft,  Col¬ 
lector,  1902 .  276  44 

To  cash  received,  Leonard  T.  Gaskill, 

Collector,  1903 .  845  62 

To  cash  received,  Leonard  T.  Gaskill, 

Collector,  1904 .  7°79  63 

- $17,857  89 


The  Treasurer  credits  himself  with  paying  the  following 
sums,  viz  : — 


By  paying  105  Town  orders . 

44  School  Committee . 

44  3Townnotes . 

44  interest  on  same . . 

44  2  notes  New  School  Building 

Loan . 

By  paying  interest  on  notes  New  School 

Building  Loan . 

By  paying  County  tax . 

44  State  tax . 

44  D.  H.  Barnes,  order  No.  65, 

entered  twice . 

By  cash  on  hand  to  balance . : 


$10,181  10 

•  L7°5  49 
3,000  00 

132  33 
650  00 
485  S3 

700  OO 

500  OO 

5  00 
498  44 


$17,857  89 


By  cash  on  hand,  acct.  of  School  Com.  $24  05 

4  4  4  4  Excise  tax .  234  72 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL,  Treasurer. 
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AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 
Dr. 


To  cash  received  of  L.  T.  Gaskill,  Treas¬ 
urer  1903-1904,  deposited  in  Milford 

Savings  Bank . .  $993  8  2 

To  cash  received  of  L.  T.  Gaskill,  Treas¬ 
urer  1903-1904,  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  savings .  474  44 

To  cash  received  of  Milford  Savings  Bank 

interest  to  October,  1904 .  35  07 

To  cash  received  of  Worcester  Institution 

for  savings,  interest  to  January,  1905  18  96 

- $1,522  29 


Cr. 


By  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank .  $1028  89 

By  cash  deposited  in  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  Savings .  493  40 

-  $1522  29 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL,  Treasurer. 
Mendon,  Feb.  4,  1905. 


SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of 
expenditures  of  the  Town  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Feb.  4,  1905  : 

INCIDENTALS. 

D.  H.  Barnes,  use  of  telephone .  $55  00 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  inspecting  animals . . .  32  50 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  Memorial  Day .  50  00 

Arthur  V.  Pond,  services  as  teller,  2  times .  3  50 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  work  in  old  cemetery,  $8,  and  cash 

»  paid  for  guideboard,  $1.50 .  9  50 

Norris,  Staples  &  Gould,  tile  pipe .  10  70 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  use  of  room  and  care  of  fire .  16  00 

Little,  Brown  &  Co.,  Town  officers’  book .  4  00 

John  C.  Wood,  watching  at  Patrick  Cook’s .  1  50 

G.  A.  Sherborne,  2  copies  Fairbanks  scale  book .  2  30 

L.  Freeman,  cash  paid  for  cleaning  lockup . 2  00 

H.  S.  Coleman,  services  as  teller,  March  7,  1904 .  1  50 

Clarence  A.  Taft,  services  as  teller,  March  7,  1904 .  1  50 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  1-2  cord  oak  wood,  Town  officers’ 

building  .  2  50 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  phosphate,  seed  and  work  at  common, 

near  tub .  3  50 

C.  H.  Allen,  work  at  Town  officers’  building .  1  25 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  cash  paid  out  as  per  bill . 3  43 

H.  C.  Adams,  insurance .  30  65 

E.  L.  Smith,  sealing  hay  scale .  1  00 

T.  B.  Pratt,  work  on  chimney  at  Town  hall .  8  50 

Wor.  Co.  Abstract  Co.,  records  for  assessors .  10  15 

Wm.  C.  Robinson,  work  on  road .  14  45 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  copy  of  valuation .  10  00 

C.  H.  Allen,  express,  copy  of  valuation  and  expenses 

to  Boston .  14  25 

H.  M.  Goldth waite,  cash  returned  on  tax .  4  03 

Geo.  B.  Cromb,  work  on  sidewalk .  59  75 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  carting  tile  and  work .  1  50 

Harold  M.  Curtiss,  coal  for  extinguisher  room .  7  00 

A.  C.  Eldredge,  paint  and  work,  Taft  Public  Library  46  53 
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Carter’s  Ink  Co.,  ink .  $  75 

Abbott  A.  Jenkins,  services  in  criminal  case .  16  05 

A.  E.  Brown,  work  at  P.  O.  common .  4  75 

Haverhill  Dry  Dust  Extinguisher  Co.,  6  extinguishers  9  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  team  for  Mr.  Stone .  1  50 

“  “  work  at  tub,  50  cents,  and  cash  paid 

A.  C.  Cook,  $1 .  1  50 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  ballot  clerk,  Nov.  1904 .  2  00 

J.  M.  French,  fumigating .  11  00 

Geo.  W.  Wood,  returning  8  deaths .  2  00 

E.  C.  Barry,  work  at  tub . 1  00 

D.  H.  Barnes,  stamps  and  sundries .  6  63 

M.  M.  Aldrich,  work  at  monument .  4  00 

Dr.  K.  A.  Campbell,  returning  10  births .  2  50 

Emery  &  Wood,  returning  8  deaths . .  2  00 


$473  17 

NEW  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Amount  paid  on  new  schoolhouse  account .  $1196  75 

TAFT  .PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

3  orders . . .  $235  00 

HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR. 

Geo.  B.  Cromb,  repairs  of  roads  and  bridges .  $1523 

Old  snow  bill .  102  50 

2  snow  bills . . .  113  5° 

$r739  7s 

STATE  ROAD. 

Geo.  B.  Cromb,  labor  and  cash  paid .  $37J  91 

M.  &  U.  St.  Ry.  Co . .  420  00 


$791  91 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS,  SCHOOL  BOOKS  AND 
INCIDENTALS. 

School  committee .  $3400  00 
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SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Overseers  of  poor .  $1000  00 

PRINTING. 

Cook  &  Sons,  Town  Reports .  $64  00 

“  paper  and  envelopes .  12  00 

“  tax  bills . 1  50 

G.  M.  Billings,  25  copies  poll  tax  list .  7  50 

u  check  lists . . .  11  00 


$96  00 

CARE  AND  SUPPLIES  OF  TOWN  HALL. 

Edw.  C.  Kinsley,  janitor,  $80,  and  cash  paid,  $6.70..  $86  70 

H.  M.  Curtiss,  coal .  21  25 

Mrs.  Robert  Ferris,  cleaning . . .  4  95 

Remick  Furniture  Co.,  chairs  and  curtains . . .  51  60 

P.  S.  Coffin,  wood . . .  1  50 

$166  00 

SOLDIER  BURIAL,  CHAP.  279,  ACTS  1896. 

John  S.  Horton . „ .  $35  00 

STATE  AID  TO  PENSIONERS  UNDER  CHAP.  374, 
ACTS  OF  1899. 

Joanna  Curley .  $44  bo 

Malinda  W.  Cummings .  4  00 

Rufus  Hazard  and  wife .  44  00 

Waterman  Taft .  44  00 

Annette  L.  Weatherhead .  44  00 

Stephen  H.  Scisco .  34  00 

Eliza  A.  Munsell .  44  00 

John  S.  McDonald .  44  00 

Sylvester  Moores . 48  00 

Lowell  C.  Cook . , .  44  00 


8 

Sarah  Holbrook . $44  00 

Susan  H.  Taft .  44  00 

Albert  V.  French .  44  00 

James  H.  Wilber .  36  00 


$562  00 

SOLDIERS’  RELIEF  UNDER  CHAP.  447,  ACTS  OF  1890. 
Malinda  W.  Cummings  (To  Uxbridge) . . .  $10  00 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Nathan  R.  George,  Auditor .  $  6  00 

H.  C.  Adams,  Registrar  of  Voters,  1903-4 .  15  00 

C.  H.  Allen,  Assessor,  $50,  and  cash  paid,  $5 .  55  00 

Edw.  C.  Kinsley,  Assessor .  43  50 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  Assessor  and  team . .  56  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  Collector,  1901 .  65  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  Selectman  and  Registrar .  50  00 

Edw.  C.  Kinsley,  Selectman  and  Registrar .  35  00 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  Selectman  and  Registrar .  30  00 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  Treasurer .  53  55 

C.  I.  Barnes,  Constable  and  watching  July  3  and  4  1 7  00 

H.  C.  Adams,  Town  Clerk,  Registrar,  and  cash  paid  49  44 


$475  49 

RECAPITULATION. 

Incidentals . . .  $473  17 

Town  Officers .  475  49 

Roads  and  bridges .  1523  78 

Old  snow  bills .  102  50 

Snow  bills .  113  5° 

State  road .  79 1  91 

Printing  .  96  00 

Care  and  supplies,  Town  hall .  166  00 

School  Committee .  34°°  00 

State  Aid,  Chap.  374,  Acts  1899 .  5^2  00 

“  “  447,  “  1890 .  10  00 

Soldier’s  burial .  35  00 

New  schoolhouse . 1196  75 

Taft  Public  Library . 235  00 

Support  of  poor .  1000  00 


$10,181  10 
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APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1904. 

Support  of  schools . . . . . ,... 

4  4  poor  . . . 

Roads  and  bridges . . 

Taft  Public  Library . . . 

Incidentals . . . 

Interest . 

Town  debt . 

Soldiers  and  Military  Aid . 

Memorial  Day . 

Suppression  of  vice . 


$3400  00 
800  00 
600  00 
250  00 
500  00 
600  00 
650  00 
25  00 

5°  00 
100  00 


The  Selectmen  report  that  the  available  assets  of  the  Town 


$  14  60 
208  03 
1238  35 

620  OO 

608  OO 
54  00 
35  00 
498  44 


$3286  42 


The  liabilities  of  the  Town,  so  far  as  known,  are  as  follows  : 


Outstanding  bills  estimated .  $  75  00 

Due  Town  officers .  195  00 

44  Milford  Savings  Bank,  3  notes .  2,500  00 

4  4  4  4  4  4  44  38  44  .  I2,35o  00 


$15,120  00 
3,286  42 


are  as  follows : 

Due  from  Collector  of  Taxes,  1902 . . 

4  4  4  4  4  4  1903 . . 

4  4  4  4  4  4  1904 . 

44  State  for  cash  paid  on  State  road . 

44  State,  aid  to  soldiers,  Jan.  1,  1905 

*  4  4  4  aid  to  soldiers  to  Feb.  1,  1905. 

4  4  4  4  burial  of  John  S.  Horton . . 

Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer . 


Net  indebtedness  of  the  town 


$11,833  5s 


IO 


LIST  OF  JURORS. 

George  R.  Ford,  Farmer.  Alfred  C.  Eldredge,  Painter. 

Clarence  A.  Taft,  Farmer.  Alfred  Irving  Barrows,  Farmer. 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  Farmer.  Albion  A.  Gaskill,  Farmer. 
Edward  C.  Kinsley,  Shoe  Dealer.  Herbert  J.  George,  Manufact’r. 
John  M.  Towne,  Farmer.  William  J.  Bullard,  Farmer. 

Luther  W.  Holbrook,  Farmer.  Charles  J.  Phillips,  Farmer. 
George  L.  Taft,  Farmer. 


Receipts  and  expenditures  of  monies  of  Street  Railway 
Companies,  to  be  expended  on  highways. 

Received  of  State  Treasurer .  $227  93 

“  M.  &  U.  St.  Ry.  Co.,  excise 

tax . . .  120  29 

-  $348  22 

Paid  snow  bills .  $113  5° 

Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer .  234  72 

-  $348  22 


Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  M.  TAFT, 
EDWARD  C.  KINSLEY, 
LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 


Selectmen  of  Meridon. 


HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT. 


The  Highway  Surveyor  submits  the  following  report  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  Feb.  4,  1905  : 


He  debits  himself  with  cash  on  21  orders .  $J739  7^ 


He  credits  himself  with  paying  the  following  bills  : — 

George  B.  Cromb,  for  team  labor .  $23l  00 

C.  B.  Williams,  for  labor  with  team .  235  70 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  “  “  28  00 

Malcolm  Scott,  “  44  44  00 

Walter  Gaskill,  “  “  32  00 

Dennis  Kelly .  1 1 1  85 

William  Kelly .  93  88 

Thomas  Pierce . . .  26  25 

Charles  Kingman .  82  27 

Harry  Cook . 61  25 

A.  I.  Barrows .  72  00 

Andre  Southwick .  3  00 

A.  V.  French .  104  14 

Henry  Moores . 4  38 

Eugene  Barrows .  1  75 

W.  C.  Robinson . 15  15 

George  B.  Cromb,  as  Highway  Surveyor .  187  30 

A.  I.  Barrows,  for  gravel .  4  40 

H.  C.  Adams,  4k  .  16  80 

Franklin  W.  Pond,  44  . : .  19  60 

Mr.  Tancrelle,  44  1  76 

Andre  Southwick,  “  .  90 

Mary  M.  Dudley,  4*  20  40 

Mr.  Lyons,  44  4  80 

John  Warner,  44  .  80 

George  Scriven,  44  5  52 

Albert  W.  Gaskill,  44  14  72 

Luther  Taft,  1,4  4  80 

Henry  C.  Horton,  44  3  00 


John  Horton,  for  gravel . 

Lewis  Gaskill,  u  . 

John  Shennen,  44  . 

Mr.  Jennison,  44  . 

Austin D .  Davenport, 4 4  . . 

Frank  H.  Wood,  44  . 

Henry  Gaskill,  44  . 

Elsie  M.  Gaskill,  44  . 

George  B.  Cromb,  bridge  plank... 
Frank  H.  Wood,  covering  stone.. 

Annie  Lawless,  supplies . 

Norris,  Staples  &  Gould,  supplies. 
E.  C.  Barry,  for  repairs . . . 


$  9  °4 
i  6o 

30 
1  60 
7  00 


4  4° 

1  50 
96 

2  2s 

4  80 

T  5o 
45  88 
11  53 


$i533  7s 


SNOW  BILLS. 


March  10,  1904. 


George  Cromb’s  team, 

labor  on  snow . 

$  8  so 

George  B.  Cromb, 

44  44 

50 

George  Scisco, 

44  u 

5  00 

Dennis  Kelly, 

u  u 

8  20 

Albert  V.  French, 

44  u 

8  20 

Archie  Fresn, 

Glenville  Coffin,  ' 

44  u 

30  00 

u  u 

1  00 

W.  C.  Robinson, 

u  44 

5  00 

Malcolm  Scott, 

a  u 

8  60 

Richard  Hogarth, 

44  44 

2  80 

John  Wood, 

44  u 

1  20 

Henry  Gaskill, 

kt  u 

5  00 

Frank  H.  Wood, 

u  a 

1  50 

February  3,  1905. 

George  B.  Cromb’s  team,  labor  on  snow . 

17  63 

George  B.  Cromb, 

k(  u 

20  87 

Archie  Fresn, 

Dennis  Kelly, 

u  u 

10  5° 

u  u 

S  00 

William  Kelly, 

U  i  i 

9  00 

Albert  V.  French, 

u  u 

9  5o 

W.  C.  Robinson, 

u  tt 

16  50 

John  C.  Wood, 

u  u 

2  30 

Henry  W.  Gaskill, 

44  44 

3  00 

*3 

Frank  H.  Wood,  labor  on  snow .  $  2  00 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  “  u  .  4  20 

Edward  H.  Taft,  “  “  .  10  00 

$216  00 

Amount  expended  for  general  repairs .  $1523  7^ 

Team  work .  570  70 

Appropriation  for  general  repairs . . .  600  00 

Money  received  from  excise  tax .  923  78 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  B.  CROMB, 


Highway  Surveyor. 


COLLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Dr. 


Balance  uncollected  Jan.  30,  1904 .  $27  52 

Interest  received . .  5  93 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $29  11 

Abatements .  4  34 


GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes 


Dr. 


Balance  uncollected  Jan.  30,  1904 .  $290  45 

Interest  received .  28  57 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer . . .  $276  44 

Abatements .  2 7  98 

Amount  uncollected  Feb.  4,  1905 .  14  60 


GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes, 


$33  45 


$33  45 

1901. 


$319  02 


$319  02 
1902. 


Mendon,  Feb.  4,  1905. 


r5 


Dr. 


Balance  uncollected  Feb.  i,  1904 .  $1058  17 

Interest  received . . . .  37  49 

-  $1095  66 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $845  62 

Abatements  . . . . . . „.... .  42  01 

Balance  uncollected . . . . .  208  03 

- $  1 095  66 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 


Mendon,  Feb.  1,  1905. 


Collector  of  Taxes,  1903 


Dr. 


To  taxes  committed  for  collection .  $8246  14 

Additional  assessments 

Excise  tax,  M.  &  U.  Street  Railway 

Company . . .  1 20  29 

Excise  tax,  M.,  A.  &  W.  Street  Rail¬ 
way  Company .  29  01 

Interest  received .  23  40 

-  $8418  84 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $7°79  63 

Abatements .  100  86 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  4,  1905 .  1238  35 

-  $84 1 8  84 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1904. 


Mendon,  Feb.  4,  1905. 


REPORT  OF  THE  0YER3EER3  OF  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for 
the  municipal  year  ending  March  6,  1905  : 

Ella  Ellis,  Bridget  Kane,  Mary  Johnson,  John  B.  Mellen, 
Edna  French,  Seth  Hayward,  Mary  Hayward  and  family,  David 
Crowley,  (having  a  settlement  in  Mendon,)  Alice  W.  Staples 
and  Maud  S.  Weatherhead,  (belonging  to  Hopedale,)  have  been 
wholly  or  partially  supported. 

The  Overseers  charge  themselves  with  the  receipt  of  the 
following  named  funds,  belonging  to  the  town : 


Balance  on  hand .  $12  49 

Town  of  Milford  aid  to  Charlotte  Scisco..  10  50 

Eight  town  orders .  1000  00 

-  $1022  99 


The  Overseers  credit  themselves  with  paying  the  following 
amounts,  viz  : 


For  support  of  Edna  French .  $  68  74 

John  B.  Mellen .  114  00 

Ella  Ellis . . . . .  1 67  58 

Mary  Johnson . 213  00 

Seth  Hayward .  5  00 

David  Crowley . 11  63 

Mary  Hayward  and  family .  13  24 

Alice  W.  Staples . 215  41 

Maud  S.  Weatherhead .  72  00 

Bridget  Kane .  3  00 

Charlotte  Scisco . 10  50 

George  W.  Wood,  for  burial  of  unknown 

man .  20  00 

Hobbs  &  Warren  Co.,  notices . .• .  35 

C.  W.  Freeman,  stamps  and  cash  paid .  1  93 

J.  L.  Fairbanks  &  Co.,  pauper  register  and 

printing  . 5  80 

Cash  paid  out  on  abandoned  child .  9  5° 

Emery  &  Wood,  for  burial  of  Charles  Wil¬ 
bur .  20  00 


Cash  paid  out  for  John  Derby . . .  $  i  25 

C.  W.  Freeman,  services  as  Overseer  1904  45  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  “  “  u  “  6  00 

George  R.  Ford,  “  “  “  “  6  00 

Cash  in  hands  of  Overseers .  13  06 


$1022  99 

From  the  whole  amount  paid  for  the  support  of  the 

poor . . .  $1009  93 

Deduct  what  was  due  for  the  support  of  the  poor  to 

March  7,  1904 .  90  00 


$9[9  93 

What  has  been  paid  for  Alice  W.  Staples  $215  41 


What  has  been  paid  for  Maud  S.  Weather- 

head  .  72  00 

What  is  due  from  Town  of  Uxbridge  for 

burial  of  Charles  Wilbur .  20  00 

What  has  been  allowed  by  the  state  for 

burial  of  unknown  man .  15  00 

- —  322  41 


597  53 

Add  what  will  be  due,  by  estimation,  for 
the  support  of  the  poor  to  March  6, 

1905 .  33  28 


Cost  of  supporting  the  poor  for  the  year 

ending  March  6,  1905 .  $630  80 


C.  W.  FREEMAN, 

E.  L.  SMITH, 

GEORGE  R.  FORD, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


Mendon,  Feb.  8  1905. 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK. 


DOGS  REGISTERED  IN  1904. 


91  male  dogs, . 

|182  00 

12  female  dogs, . 

60  00 

$242  00 

Registration  fees,  .... 

$  20  60 

Paid  County  Treasurer,  . 

221  40 

$242  00 

BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1904. 


DATE  OF 

BIRTH.  NAME  OF  CHILD. 

1904. 

Jan.  2  Alfred  Edwin  Bolte, 

Feb.  25  Charles  William  Arrand, 
Apr.  4  Merton  Archibald  Miller, 
Apr.  22  BessieCorinneVivian Payne, 
May  4  Ethel  May  Barnes, 

July  17  Walter  Malcolm  Scott, 

Aug.  1  Harold  Leroy  Brown, 

Aug.  4  Female, 

Sept.  24  Robert  Francis  Hogarth, 
Sept.  29  Lewis  Leroy  Anthony, 

Nov.  4  Dorothy  Freeman, 

Nov.  19  Carlton  Lewis  Goss, 

Nov.  19  Edward  Charles  Goss, 

Dec.  16  Agnes  Linea  Svedine, 

Dec.  26  Eleanor  Wood, 


PARENTS. 

Albert  C.  and  Ruth  Bolte. 

Leroy  R.  and  Annie  M.  Arrand. 
Archibald  and  Rose  Miller. 
Harry  F.  and  Agnes  M.  Payne. 
Charles  I.  and  Etta  M.  Barnes. 
Malcolm  D.  and  Ida  M.  Scott. 
Elwood  L.  and  Caroline  Brown. 
John  B.  and  Lizzie  M.  Warner. 
Robert  J.  and  Olive  F.  Hogarth. 
Lewis  S.  and  Sabra  Anthony. 
Clair  W.  and  Inez  B.  Freeman. 
Charles  B.  and  Corinne  F.  Goss. 
Charles  B.  and  Corinne  F.  Goss. 
Lars  and  Mathilda  Svedine. 
Frank  C.  and  Jennie  E.  Wood. 


DATE  OF 
MARRIAGE. 

1904. 
April  19 

August  16 

October  5 

October  7 

October  7 

November  9 


MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1904. 


NAME  OF  GROOM  AND  BRIDE.  RESIDENCE. 


Daniel  Hicks  Barnes, 

Annie  Elizabeth  Kinsley, 
William  Lincolan  Judkins, 
Mary  Elizabeth  Spurling, 
William  Roger  Stearns, 

Lillian  Louisa  Beal, 

George  William  Trask, 

Arlena  Morrison  Rutherford, 
Aaron  Marsh, 

Nellie  Grant, 

Everett  Ellsworth  Southwick, 
Bessie  Faustina  Cook, 


Mendon. 
Mendon. 
Lawrence,  Mass. 
Mendon. 
Hopedale,  Mass. 
Mendon. 
Mendon. 
Uxbridge,  Mass. 
Milford,  Mass. 
Mendon. 
Mendon. 
Mendon. 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1904. 


DATE  OF 

AGE. 

DEATH. 

1904. 

NAME. 

Y. 

M. 

D. 

RESIDENCE. 

Jan.  15 

Alvah  V.  Gardner, 

62 

2 

15 

Mendon. 

Jan.  17 

Ada  A.  Paddock, 

22 

4 

4 

u 

Mar.  14 

Myrtle  Lillian  Irons, 
Unknown  Male, 

8 

35 

7 

12' 

it 

Mar.  1G 

Joseph  Scriven, 

71 

11 

19 

Mendon. 

Mar.  30 

Elizabeth  P.  Rockwood, 

67 

3 

1 

u 

Apr.  2 

Helen  Dewey, 

2 

9 

u 

Apr.  6 

Charles  S.  Harris, 

82 

— 

9 

u 

May  17 

Ella  F.  Brown, 

21 

11 

3 

u 

May  20 

Mary  Heppenstall, 

Susan  M.  Trask, 

84 

8 

2 

k( 

June  11 

70 

11 

26 

u 

July  5 

Bella  Head, 

45 

— 

— 

u 

July  8 

Emily  S.  Moores, 

30 

8 

13 

u 

Aug.  4  - Warner,  Female,  5  hours 


Aug.  8 

George  L.  Williams, 

1 

1 

u 

Aug.  14 

William  F.  Read, 

82 

9 

21 

u 

Sept.  8 

Mary  H.  Bicknell, 

72 

7 

25 

u 

Sept.  10 

Alice  Staples, 

76 

4 

— 

u 

Sept.  24 

Mary  E.  Cornwell, 

50 

6 

11 

u 

Oct.  4 

Edward  Gilpin, 

73 

— 

— 

u 

Oct.  7 

Harris  I.  Carpenter, 

50 

11 

1 

u 

Nov.  7 

Edith  L.  Warner, 

32 

2 

9 

ii 

Nov.  17 

Daniel  Thurber, 

69 

7 

18 

Nov.  23 

Clark  Cook, 

88 

8 

20 

u 

Dec.  1 

John  S.  Horton, 

74 

5 

10 

u 

Any  errors  or  omissions  in  the  above  vital  statistics  should 
be  reported  to  the  Town  Clerk,  that  the  record  may  be  cor¬ 
rected.  Blanks  for  the  return  of  births  or  deaths  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  of  the  Town  Clerk. 


HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

Town  Clerk. 


Mendon,  Feb.  7,  1905. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  TUFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


Your  trustees  are  glad  to  be  able  to  report  a  marked  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  condition  of  your  library  both  within  and  without 
since  our  last  report.  This  renovation  has  emphasized  what 
was  already  apparent,  namely,  the  need  of  more  shelf  room. 
This  need  has  been  met  in  part  by  the  purchase  of  some  sec¬ 
tional  book  cases  in  which  will  be  placed  the  new  books  as  they 
are  received.  It  being  the  unanimous  opinion  of  book  binders 
and  librarians  that  a  cover  shortens  the  life  of  a  book  rather  than 
lengthens  it,  it  is  suggested  that  the  new  books  be  placed  in  the 
new  cases  without  cover.  This  we  trust  will  greatly  facilitate 
the  ready  choice  of  our  patrons  who  desire  to  constantly  read 
the  new. 

Another  and  a  rapidly  growing  need  is  a  new  catalogue. 
While  the  books  are  catalogued  by  departments  for  the  most 
part,  there  is  no  up  to  date  catalogue  of  any  one  department. 
This  greatly  hinders  the  search  for  a  particular  book,  as  many 
small  blank  books  must  be  examined  ere  the  book  is  discovered. 
It  is  desirable  that  a  complete  card  catalogue,  similar  to  that 
found  in  the  most  modern  libraries,  be  commenced  the  coming 
year. 

It  is  with  regret  that  your  trustees  report  the  resignation  of 
Mrs.  Annie  E.  Barnes  as  librarian.  The  courtesy  and  skill  with 
which  she  has  performed  her  work  merit  the  highest  commenda¬ 
tion.  Our  regret  is  somewhat  tempered  by  the  fact  that  we  are 
enabled  to  announce  that  Miss  Annie  W.  Gaskill  has  been 
secured  as  librarian  for  the  coming  year.  Her  previous  experi¬ 
ence  in  the  position  is  sufficient  warrant  that  the  work  will  be 
well  done. 

A  drawing  of  the  “First  Meeting  House”  built  in  1668, 
made  and  presented  to  the  Mendon  Historical  Society  by  Miss 
Clara  W.  Pond,  has  been  hung  on  the  walls  and  adds  to 
the  appearance  of  the  room. 

The  trustees,  for  the  citizens,  wish  to  thank  those  who  have 
so  kindly  donated  books  the  past  year.  Two  copies  of  the 
Annals  of  Mendon  have  been  sold. 

We  bespeak  a  careful  reading  of  the  librarian’s  and  treas¬ 
urer’s  report  which  accompany  this  report  and  would  recom- 
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mend  that  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  be  appropriated  for  the 
coming  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

.  ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

FRANK  H.  WOOD, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 
HERBERT  F.  TAYLOR, 
Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library. 
Mendon,  February  8,  1905. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  : 

The  library  was  re-opened  February  13,  1904,  for  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  books. 

The  total  number  of  books  taken  out  during  the  year  was 
4839.  The  largest  delivery  any  Saturday  was  116;  the  smallest 
57;  average  93. 

The  delivery  by  divisions  was  as  follows :  Agriculture,  4; 
biography,  83 ;  fiction,  3920;  history,  134;  poetry,  135;  mis¬ 
cellaneous,  142;  periodicals,  305;  religion,  10 ;-  science,  25; 
travel,  85. 

The  total-number  of  books  in  the  library  is  4856,  134  having 
been  added  the  past  year.  Of  these  134  volumes  101  have  been 
purchased  by  the  Town  and  33  contributed.  19  were  given  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth ;  8  unbound  volumes  of 
magazines,  4  of  Harper’s  and  4  of  Outing,  by  J.  A.  George, 
4  of  which  have  since  been  bound;  1  by  Mrs.  A.  N.  Darling; 
1  by  James  H.  Bridge  and  4  unbound  volumes  by  H.  C.  Adams 
which  have  been  bound. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNIE  E.  BARNES, 

Librarian. 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT. 

Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public 
Library  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  4,  1905. 

Dr. 

Balance  from  old  account .  $9  07 

Cash  received  on  three  town  orders .  235  00 

44  Annie  E.  Barnes .  .  4  68 


$248  75 
Cr. 

Cash  paid  G.  C.  Coffin,  fuel  and  expressage .  $7  00 

44  Hopedale  Stable  Co.,  for  coal .  2  50 

44  H.  O.  Whiting,  for  labor .  1  81 

44  L.  B.  Brown,  44  2  25 

44  N.  B.  Greaton,  44  2  75 

44  Amos  Gallant,  “  3  60 

“  A.  C.  Eldredge,  “  and  material .  29  11 

u  H.  C.  Adams,  44  “  44  .  8  20 

44  C.  H.  Allen,  44  3  50 

44  C.  Ellis  &  Sons,  for  mdse .  1  45 

44  Avery  &  Woodbury,  for  window  shades 412 

44  Norris,  Staples  &  Gould,  for  repairs  on 

stove  and  pipe . .  1  76 

44  L.  T.  Gaskill,  for  laths .  82 

44  J.  B.  Townley,  for  binding  magazines .  4  80 

44  W.  B.  Clarke  Co.,  for  books .  84  96 

44  G.  E.  Stimpson  &  Co.,  for  bookcases .  22  50 

44  Annie  E.  Barnes,  for  salary . .  50  00 

Cash  on  hand . . .  17  62 

$248  75 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

Treasurer. 


Mendon,  Feb.  7,  1905. 


AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  all  the  Town  Officers  who 
have  received  or  disbursed  funds  belonging  to  the  town  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  6,  1905,  and  find  them  correctly 
kept  and  with  proper  vouchers. 

NATHAN  R.  GEORGE, 

Auditor. 


Mendon,  February  8,  1905. 


NORTH  AVENUE  SCHOOL  BUILDING. 


The  following  bills  have  been  paid  since  the  last  report : 

Paid  Cenedella  Bros.,  extra  work  in  basement,  etc.,..  $  7  39 

“  Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  hardware .  102  65 

u  E.  F.  Lynch’s  Assignees,  on  contract .  435  76 

44  H.  F.  Taylor,  freight .  6  39 

44  Norris,  Staples  &  Gould,  heating  plant  and 

new  furnace  grates .  341  56 

44  Rob’t  Allen  Cook,  plans  and  superintendence 

of  work .  303  00 

$1196  75 

We  shall  without  doubt  be  able  to  make  a  final  report  at 
the  adjourned  meeting. 

FRANK  H.  WOOD, 

CHARLES  H.  ALLEN, 
HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 
LEONARD  E.  TAFT, 

Building  Committee 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  MENDON, 


FOR  THE 


SCHOOL  YEAR  1904-05. 


MILFORD,  MASS. : 

Cook  &  Sons,  Printers,  Journal  Office, 
1905. 


ORGANIZATION  OF 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  1904-1905. 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL,  Secretary,  Term  expires  1907 
FRANK  H.  WOOD,  Chairman,  “  “  1906 

GEORGE  SCRIVEN,  “  “  1905 


Superintendent, 

HERBERT  F.  TAYLOR,  Term  began  Sept.,  1902 


Truant  Officers, 

EDWARD  C.  KINSLEY,  LYMAN  COOK, 


HERBERT  F.  TAYLOR. 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  REPORT. 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  : — 

Herewith  the  financial  report  of  your  School  Committee  for 
the  year  ending  February  i,  1905,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


Receipts. 

Balance  from  last  year .  $  420  72 

Appropriation . . 3400  00 

From  state,  account  superintendent  .  416  67 

“  “  “  school  fund .  1052  92 

u  County  Treas.,  Dog  Tax .  205  90 

u  Treasurer  Mendon  Grange  for  cup¬ 
board .  5  00 

“  W.  N.  Thompson,  tuition .  15  00 

“  D.  H.  Barnes,  stove.. .  10  00 

-  $5526  21 

Disbursements. 

Teachers’  salaries .  $3144  00 

Superintendent . 616  70 

Janitors . . .  31 1  00 

Fuel . 431  81 

Transportation . 481  50 

Text  books  and  supplies .  182  39 

Incidentals .  334  76 

-  $55° 2  16 


Balance  on  hand  February  1,  1905  $24  05 

Teachers : — 

Edward  F.  Blood .  $850  00 

Rachel  Spaulding . .  200  00  *-  * 

Clara  H.  Frederick .  200  00  v  C  f 

Elizabeth  Ham .  432  00 

L.  Mabel  Forbush .  1 1 5  50  A 


4 


Mrs.  Harry  Flagg .  $  73  50 

Mary  E.  Dudley .  189  00 

Margaret  A.  Spalton . . .  360  00 

Marion  S.  Howe .  324  00 

Stella  A.  Belcher. .  144  00 

Theo.  Crane .  7 2  00 

Lillian  Freeman . .  72  00 

Frank  H.  Lowell . 112  00 


Superintendent . . .  $616  70 

Received  from  state  for  year .  416  67 


Net  cost  for  superintending  for  year..  200  03 
Fuel : — 

Harold  M.  Curtiss,  3  tons  coal . : .  21  75 

“  “  21  tons  coal .  152  25 

George  Scriven,  3  feet  oak  wood .  2  62 

Edward  H.  Taft,  3  cords  wood .  16  00 

Phillip  S.  Coffin,  wood  and  kindling  8  00 

William  Johnston  &  Co.,  coal .  231  19 


Transportation  : — 

A.  I.  Barrows .  301  50 

George  L.  Taft. .  60  00 

George  Davenport . 60  00 

Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co .  60  00 


Care  of  rooms  : — 

Wilfred  T.  Claflin . 125  00 

George  H.  Whiting . .  150  00 

Marion  S.  Howe .  18  00 

Stella  A.  Belcher .  9  00 

Theo  Crane .  4  5° 

Lillian  Freeman . 4  50 


Text  Books  and  Supplies  : — 

D.  Appleton  &  Co .  $  9  00 

Ginn  &  Co .  57  34 

Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co . . .  9  48 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co . . .  20  21 

L.  A.  Lamson  &  Son .  3  60 

Milton  Bradley  &  Co .  16  11 

Edward  E.  Babb  &  Co .  38  09 

American  Book  Co . . . .  17  60 


$3,J44  00 


200  03 


431  81 


481  50 


31 1  00 
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Herbert  F.  Taylor . 

. -  $3 

69 

Thompson,  Brown  &  Co. . 

.  2 

50 

F.  W.  Draper  &  Co . 

42 

Benj.  H.  Sanborn . 

.  I 

67 

Rand,  McNally  &  Co . 

.  2 

68 

$182  39 


Incidentals : — 

Mrs.  Amos  Gallant : — 

Cleaning  schoolrooms .  $14  55 

Harry  C.  Cook  : — 

Cleaning  schoolrooms .  7  05 

Mrs.  R.  Hogarth  : — 

Cleaning  Albeeville  schoolroom .  4  50 

-  26  10 

Herbert  F.  Taylor : — 

Telephone,  freight,  cartage,  ex¬ 
press,  etc. .  24  41 

George  Scriven : — 

Moving  from  North  school .  2  00 

Services  district  committee .  i  25 

Repairing  fence,  North  school .  75 

-  4  00 

J.  W.  Esty:— 

Use  of  well . 3  00 

D.  H.  Barnes  : — 

Soap,  ammonia,  etc .  $3  09 

Boraxine,  pails,  lumber,  carting .  2  80 

Lantern,  nails,  snow  shovel  and  oil  1  14 

-  7  03 

Kenney  Bros. : — 

Chairs .  17  00 

Henry  L.  Patrick: — 

Towels  and  cheese  cloth .  2  00 

O.  A.  Williams: — 

Labor  and  lumber,  ash  box .  8  75 

Norris,  Staples  &  Gould : — 

Wheelbarrow,  coal  scoop  and  snow 

shovel .  4  20 

E.  E.  Babb  &  Co.  : — 

Liquid  slating . . .  2  75 

H.  H.  Lent : — 

Lumber,  labor  and  shellac- .  7  41 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons  : — 

Lawn  mower .  8  00 

Grass  seed . <5  66 

-  13  66 
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William  Daley : — 

Labor  at  school  yard .  $7  00 

Wiliam  H.  Bennett : — 

Labor  on  blackboards  at  Albeeville  1  6 5 

Dennis  Kelly  : — 

Labor  at  school  yard .  .  2  28 

Albert  Albee  : — 

Labor  at  Albeeville  school  house .  7  60 

Wilfred  T.  Claflin  :  — 

Labor  at  school  yard .  3  00 

A.  C.  Bolte : 

Labor  at  school  yard .  2  28 

F.  H.  Wood:— 

Services,  district  committee .  1  25 

Cash  paid  W.  T.  Claflin .  1  00 

-  2  25 

S.  W.  Wood  : — 

Labor  at  school  yard .  1  75 

George  P.  Walcott  &  Co.  :  — 

Cheese  cloth . 3  55 

H.  C.  Forbes:— 

Lettering  diplomas .  1  00 

G.  M.  Billings:— 

Printing  programs .  4  00 

Eldredge  &  Son  : — 

Floor  dressing  and  glass .  6  60 

Jacob  R.  Brown  : — 

Labor,  stock  and  material,  varnisb- 

nishing  desks,  etc .  89  38 

Repairing  chair .  1  50 

-  90  88 

A.  C.  Eldredge:— 

Climbing  pole  and  putting  up  flag 

rope  .  4  00 

F.  W.  Draper : — 

Spiral  oval  toilet  paper .  6  00 

Miss  Ellen  C.  Barry : — 

Labor  on  seat  and  bolts,  etc .  45 

Joseph  Dudley : — 

Services  at  graduation  exercises .  1  00 

Winchester  Tar  Disinfecting  Co. : — 

5  gallons  disinfectant .  5  00 

Jacket  can .  75 

-  5  75 
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L.  T.  Gaskill : — 

Services,  secretary  school  commit¬ 


tee  .  $iq  oo 

Services  with  district  committee  .....  i  25 

44  taking  school  census .  7  00 

Cash  for  postage  stamps .  1  16 

- 19  41 

George  E.  Thayer: — 

Use  of  well .  4  00 

Chamberlain  Metal  Weather  Strip  Co. 

Weather  strips  and  labor  on  win¬ 
dows,  high  school  room .  40  qo 


$334  76 


Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  H.  WOOD, 
GEORGE  SCRIVEN, 
LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

School  Committee. 


Your  Secretary  of  the  School  Committee  last  year  reported 
that  the  sum  of  seven  and  90-100  dollars  had  been  deposited  in 
bank,  to  be  used  for  adorning  rooms  in  the  New  School  Build¬ 
ing.  This  amount,  with  interest,  amounting  to  eight  and  2-100 
dollars,  has  been  applied  for  that  purpose. 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 
Secretary  School  Committee. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Mendon. 

Gentlemen :  I  herewith  submit  my  third  report  and  the 
eleventh  report  of  the  superintendent  of  schools. 

The  year  which  has  just  passed  has  been  one  of  marked 
progress  in  many  directions.  My  report  of  lasf  year  mentioned 
the  great  benefit  that  must  accrue  to  the  children  who  were  to 
have  so  much  more  of  the  teacher’s  time.  The  improvement  in 
the  work  of  the  grades  below  the  high  school  has  been  most 
marked.  This  is  especially  true  of  the  reading  and  language 
work.  The  credit  for  this  improvement  is  due  to  the  teachers, 
who  have  tried  not  only  to  do  the  daily  tasks  faithfully,  but  to 
constantly  improve  on  their  work  of  yesterday. 

As  was  promised  in  the  report  of  last  year,  there  has  been 
prepared  and  put  into  operation  a  course  of  study  for  the  high 
school,  which  is  appended  to  this  report.  It  provides  two 
courses  of  four  years  each,  one  the  Latin  and  the  other  the 
English.  The  prime  object  of  the  Latin  course  is  to  afford 
those  who  desire  to  go  to  higher  institutions  a  chance  to  take 
the  subjects  required  for  admission.  The  English  course  was 
planned  for  those  whose  school  education  ends  with  the 
high  school.  It  therefore  embraces  those  subjects  which  enter 
most  nearly  into  the  life  of  the  average  person. 

It  is  but  natural  that  with  an  enlarged  curriculum  and  two 
teachers  to  do  the  work  formerly  done  by  one,  that  the  pupils 
who  have  progressed  thus  far  on  their  course  under  the  old  con¬ 
ditions  should  feel  that  the  added  work  was  over  burdensome 
and  should  feel  that  they  were  overworked.  This  criticism  will, 
I  am  sure,  cease  as  the  pupils  become  accustomed  to  the  new 
conditions  and  as  they  come  to  the  high  school  better  fitted  to 
do  the  work. 

In  this  connection  allow  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
townspeople  to  the  fact  that  I  am  at  the  new  school  building 
every  Monday  from  3.30  to  4.30  p.  m.,  where  I  shall  be  glad  to 
see  any  who  may  wish  to  consult  me  concerning  school  work. 
The  fact  that  not  one  person  has  called  during  the  last  calendar 
year  should  indicate  that  the  people  had  no  complaints  to  make. 

I  am  glad  to  report  but  few  changes  in  the  teaching  force. 


9 


Miss  Dudley  returned  after  a  year’s  leave  of  absence,  and  is 
doing  the  same  careful,  conscientious  work  which  has  left  its 
imprint  on  the  children  of  Mendon  in  former  years.  Miss 
Rachel  Spaulding  has  supplanted  Miss  Frederick  as  assistant 
in  the  high  school,  Miss  Frederick  going  to  Wakefield.  Miss 
Spaulding  is  a  graduate  of  Tufts  and  is  doing  excellent  work. 
Miss  Lillian  Freeman  is  teaching  at  Albeeville,  Miss  Belcher 
being  elected  at  Ashland  at  the  end  of  the  spring  term. 

The  work  in  music  has  very  materially  improved  under 
Mr.  Lowell  this  year  particularly,  the  technical  training.  Aside 
from  the  painstaking  efforts  of  the  instructors,  the  music  at  the 
high  school  has  been  greatly  aided  by  a  gift  of  a  fine  piano  pur¬ 
chased  with  money  obtained  by  public  subscription. 

Our  thanks  for  this,  as  well  as  the  beautiful  works  of  art 
with  which  the  rooms  are  adorned  are  due  the  public-spirited 
citizens  who  contributed  so  generously. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  thank  you  sincerely  for  your  support 
and  co-operation  and  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  efforts 
of  the  teachers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HERBERT  F.  TAYLOR. 


Course  of  Study,  Mendon  High  School 


Lathi. 


General. 

FIRST  YEAR. 


Hours  Per 
Week. 


Latin  5 

English,  4 

Algebra,  5 

Ancient  History,  3 


17 


SECOND 

Hours  Per 
Week. 


Latin,  4 

English,  4 

Geometry,  4 

French,  4 


Elect  J  History,  \  . 

\  Physics  and  Chemistry  j  4 

20 


THIRD 


Hours  Per 
Week. 


Latin,  4 

English,  3 

French,  4 

German,  4 

Elect  |  English  History  |  3 


(  Physics  or  Chemistry  )  4 


Hours  Per 
Week. 

Commercial  Law  and  Book¬ 


keeping,  3 

English,  4 

Algebra,  5 

Ancient  History,  3 

Botany,  1  o 


Civil  Government,  j 

18 


YEAR. 


Hours  Per 
Week. 

Modern  andMediyevial  His¬ 


tory,  3 

English,  4 

Geometry,  4 

French,  4 

Physics  or  Chemistry,  4 


19 


YEAR. 

Hours  Per 
Week. 


English  History,  3 

English,  3 

French,  4 

German,  4 

Physics  or  \  ^ 

Chemistry,  / 


18 


FOURTH  YEAR. 


Hours  Per 
Week. 


Latin,  4 

English,  3 

French,  4 

German,  4 

Reviews,  3 


18 


Hours  Per 
Week. 

American  History,  1 
Political  Economy  / 

French, 

German, 

English, 

t  Physical  Geography, 
t  Geology, 

17 


Sixteen  hours  required.  Sixty-four  fully  completed  for  graduation. 


tReviews  this  year. 


^  ^  CO 


SCHOOL  REGISTER  STATISTICS,  SEPTEMBER,  1903,  TO  JUNE,  1904. 
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School  Census  Statistics,  September,  1904. 

Number  of  children  in  town  between  five  and  fifteen, 
Number  of  children  in  town  between  seven  and  fourteen, 
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TEACHERS,  DECEMBER,  1904. 


SCHOOL. 

TEACHERS. 

WHERE  FITTED. 

High, 

Edward  F.  Blood, 

Principal. 

Dartmouth  College. 

Grammar, 

BachelJ.  Spaulding, 
Assistant. 

Tuft’s  College. 

Grades  6,  7,  8, 
Intermediate, 

Elizabeth  I.  Ham, 

Edward  Little  High  School. 

Grades  3,  4  5, 
Primary, 

Margaret  J.  Spalton, 

Salem  Normal. 

Grades  1,  2, 

East, 

Mary  A.  Dudley, 

Mendon  High  School. 

Grades  1,  2, 3,  5, 6, 
Albeeville, 

Marion  S.  Howe, 

Framingham  Normal. 

Grades  1,  2,  5,  6, 

Lillian  Freeman, 

Mendon  High  School. 

SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1904-1905. 


FALL  TERM, 

14  Weeks. 

WINTER  TERM. 

12  Weeks. 

SPRING  TERM. 

10  Weeks. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

Lower 

Sept. 12, 

Dec.  16, 

Jan.  2, 

Mar.  24, 

April  10, 

June.  16, 

Schools, 

1904. 

1904. 

1905, 

1905. 

1905. 

1905. 

HighSchool,i 

Sept.  6, 

Dec.  23, 

Jan.  2, 

Mar.  31, 

April  10, 

June  23, 

40  weeks,  | 

1904. 

1904. 

1905. 

1905. 

1905. 

1905. 

H 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1905-1906. 


FALL  TERM, 

14  Weeks. 

WINTER  TERM, 

12  Weeks. 

SPRING  TERM, 

10  Weeks. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

Lower 

Schools, 
High  School, 
40  Weeks, 

Sept.  11, 
1905. 
Sept.  5, 
1905. 

Dec.  15, 
1905. 
Dec.  22, 
1905. 

Jan.  1, 
1906. 
Jan.l, 
1906. 

Mar.  23, 
1906. 
Mar.  30, 
1906. 

April  9, 
1906. 
April  9, 
1906. 

June  15 
1906. 
June  22, 
1906. 

BRIEF  EXTRACTS  FROM  EDUCATIONAL  LAWS. 

1.  All  children  between  7  and  14,  unless  sick,  feeble¬ 
minded,  at  an  approved  private  school,  or  otherwise  instructed 
in  branches,  required  by  law,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  School 
Committee,  must  attend  the  public  school  during  the  entire  term 
of  each  school  year.  Penalty  to  parent  or  guardian  for  failure 
in  attendance  for  five  days’  sessions  within  any  period  of  six 
months,  $20. 

2.  No  child  under  14  shall  be  employed  “in  any  factory, 
workshop,  or  mercantile  establishment.”  “No  such  child  shall 
be  employed  in  any  work  performed  for  wages  or  other  com¬ 
pensation”  during  the  hours  when  the  public  school  is  in  session 
nor  before  six  o’clock  in  the  morning  nor  after  seven  in  the 
evening. 

3.  No  child  under  16  shall  be  employed  in  any  factory, 
workshop  or  mercantile  establishment  without  a  certificate  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Schools.  He  must  present  an  employ¬ 
ment  ticket  from  the  person  who  wishes  to  employ  him,  on  ap¬ 
plying  for  a  certificate.  The  father,  if  living  and  a  resident, 
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must  sign  the  certificate  of  age,  if  not,  the  mother ;  if  neither, 
the  guardian. 

4.  Children  between  14  and  16  must  either  attend  school 
or  be  regularly  employed. 

5.  Children  must  be  vaccinated  before  attending  school, 
but  a  certificate  from  a  regular  physician,  saying  a  child  is  an 
unfit  subject  for  vaccination,  allows  attendance. 

No  child  can  attend  school  from  a  household  in  which  there 
is  a  case  of  smallpox,  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever  or  measles,  or 
from  a  household  exposed  to  a  contagion  from  a  household  as 
aforesaid.  Two  weeks  after  the  death,  removal  or  recovery  of 
the  patient,  in  a  case  of  the  first  three  mentioned,  or  three  days 
after  in  a  case  of  measles,  the  child  may  return  on  presentation 
of  a  certificate  from  the  attending  physician  or  from  the  board 
of  health. 

6.  The  last  regular  session  prior  to  Memorial  Day,  or  a 
portion  thereof,  shall  be  devoted  to  exercises  of  a  patriotic 
nature. 

7.  A  United  States  flag  not  less  than  four  feet  in  length 
shall  be  displayed  on  the  schoolhouse  grounds  or  building  every 
school  day,  when  the  weather  will  permit,  and  on  the  inside  of 
the  schoolhouse  on  other  school  days. 

8.  A  written  excuse,  stating  cause  of  absence,  and  signed 
by  parent  or  guardian,  must  be  presented  by  the  pupil  on  his  re¬ 
turn  to  school. 

9.  “Every  habitual  school  offender,  that  is,  every  child 
under  fourteen  years  of  age  who  persistently  violates  the  reason¬ 
able  regulations  of  the  school  which  he  attends,  or  otherwise 
persistently  misbehaves  therein,  so  as  to  render  himself  a  fit  sub¬ 
ject  for  exclusion  therefrom,  upon  complaint  by  a  truant  officer, 
and  conviction  thereof,  may  be  committed,  if  a  boy,  at  the  dis¬ 
cretion  of  the  court,  to  a  county  truant  school  for  a  period  not 
exceeding  two  years,  or  to  the  Lyman  school  for  boys,  and,  if  a 
girl,  to  the  state  industrial  school  for  girls.” 


Graduation  Exercises  of  the 

Mendon  High  School 

AT  THE 

Unitarian  Church,  Monday  Evening,  June  27,  1904. 


PROGRAM. 


March.  ........ 

Mr.  F.  H.  Lowell. 

Prayer.  ........ 

Rev.  S.  James  Cann. 

Song,  “Hail,  smiling  morn.”  ..... 

School. 

Essay,  “The  benefits  derived  from  the  study  of  literature.”  . 

Charles  B.  Congdon. 

Essay,  “The  elements  of  success.”  .... 

Berte  L.  Moores. 

Song,  “He  that  hath  a  pleasant  face.”  .  .  .  . 

School. 

Address.  ....... 

Mr.  Henry  VVhittemore. 

Principal  of  the  Framingham  State  Normal  School. 
Class  History  and  Prophecy.  .  .  .  .  . 

John  J.  Driscoll. 

Song,  “Oh,  my  love’s  like  a  red,  red  rose.”  . 

School. 

Presentation  of  Diplomas.  . 

Bupt.  Herbert  F.  Taylor. 

Song,  “Evening  chorus.”  .  .  .  * 

School. 


GRADUATES. 

Charles  Bowen  Congdon,  John  Joseph  Driscoll,  Berte  Leroy  Moores. 


Motto — Palma  non  sine  pulvere. 
Colors— Light  green  and  white. 


ROLL  OF  HONOR. 


The  following  pupils  have  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy  for 
the  consecutive  terms  specified.  The  record  ends  June,  1904  : 

TEN  YEARS— TWO  TERMS. 

Mabel  D.  Snow — High. 

THREE  YEARS— ONE  TERM. 

Lois  A.  Congdon — Grammar. 

TWO  YEARS. 

Grace  Thayer — East. 

ONE  YEAR— ONE  TERM. 

Caroline  S.  Wood — High. 

Agnes  M.  Harrington — Intermediate. 

ONE  YEAR. 

Roy  Barrows,  Leavitt  Brown,  Nina  M.  Burr,  Katherine 
H  a  r  ri  n  gton — High . 

WINTER  AND  SPRING  TERMS. 

Louisa  Congdon,  A.  Everett  Eldredge — High. 

George  Barrows,  Sumner  Coleman,  Charles  Ferris — Inter¬ 
mediate. 

Grace  Ferris — Primary. 

Dorris  Thayer — East. 
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FALL  TERM. 

Walter  Beal,  Charles  Congdon,  Harold  Eldredge,  Albert 
Scriven,  Florence  Aldrich,  Millie  Sweet,  Mabel  Taft — High. 

Ralph  Gaskill,  Herbert  Sweet,  Carl  Taft,  Henry  Wood, 
Philip  Harrington — Grammar. 

Margaret  Harrington,  Edith  Kinsley,  Moses  Coleman, 
Thomas  Flooks,  Clement  Holbrook,  Edward  Kinsley,  Ernest 
Parkins  on — Prim  a  ry . 

Forrest  Lowell — Albeeville. 


WINTER  TERM. 

Harold  Eldredge,  Mabel  Cromb — High. 
Carrie  Cromb,  Louis  Holbrook — Grammar. 
George  Aldrich — Primary. 

Edmund  Rowe — East. 


SPRING  TERM. 

Florence  Aldrich,  Rose  Snow — High. 

Albert  Cromb,  Charles  Driscoll,  Herbert  Wood,  William 
Curliss,  Henry  Wood — Grammar. 

Eva  Daley,  Vera  Wilson,  Corinne  Wood,  Willie  Beechey, 
Robert  Ferris,  Gideon  Halsing — Intermediate . 

Mary  Goss,  Edith  Hoberg,  Leo  Gallant,  Ernest  Wood — 
Primary. 

Lora  Lussier,  Forrest  Lowell — Albeeville. 

Esther  Turnbull,  Frank  Phillips — East. 


TOWN  WARRANT. 


Worcester ,  ss. — To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mention, 
in  the  County  of  Worcester,  Greeting  : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mention, 
qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 
Town  Hall,  in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  sixth  day  of  March 
next,  punctually  at  9  o’clock,  a.  m.,  to  act  on  the  following 
articles,  viz  : 

Article  i.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  in  said 
meeting. 

Article  2.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  several  town  offi¬ 
cers  and  committees  and  act  thereon. 

Article  3.  To  bring  in  their  votes  for  the  following  offi¬ 
cers — A  Town  Clerk  for  one  year;  three  Selectmen  for  one 
year ;  three  Assessors  for  one  year ;  three  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
for  one  year;  a  Town  Treasurer  for  one  year  ;  a  Collector  of 
Taxes  for  one  year;  an  Auditor  for  one  year;  one  Highway  Sur¬ 
veyor  for  one  year ;  one  Constable  for  one  year;  three  Fence 
Viewers  for  one  year ;  one  Trustee  of  the  Taft  Public  Library 
for  two  years ;  one  School  Committee  for  three  years ;  also  to 
bring  in  their  votes,  “Yes”  or  “No”  in  answer  to  the  question, 
“Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in 
this  town;”  all  on  one  ballot,  designating  the  office  intended  for 
each  person  voted  for. 

Article  4.  To  choose  all  other  necessary  town  officers  for 
the  year  ensuing. 

Article  5.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  are  necessary 
to  defray  town  charges  and  make  appropriations  for  the  same. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  list 
of  jurors  as  reported  by  the  Selectmen,  or  make  any  alteration 
in  the  same. 

Article  7*  To  see  what  measures  the  town  will  adopt  to 
secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer 
to  hire  money  to  pay  current  expenses  for  the  municipal  year 
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commencing  March  6,  1905,  in  anticipation  of  the  collection  of 
the  taxes. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  continue  communica¬ 
tion  by  telephone  with  Milford,  as  security  against  destruction 
by  fire,  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  wdll  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  Memorial  day  services  and  appoint  a 
committee  to  expend  the  same. 

Article  ii.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  instruct  the 
Assessors  of  the  ensuing  year  to  print  the  valuation  list  of  said 
year,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  convey  and 
transport  the  school  children  residing  on  the  Milford  Road,  to 
and  from  school  during  the  winter  term,  and  other  children,  who 
attend  the  centre  school,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  to  the 
transportation  of  scholars. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap¬ 
propriate  any  sum  of  money  to  repair  the  Quissett  Road,  or  take 
any  action- in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  choose  and  authorize 
any  committee  or  agent  to  represent  the  town  in  the  matter  of 
the  claim  of  Henry  W.  Gaskill,  or  any  other  person  or  persons, 
relative  to  certain  land  on  the  northerly  shore  of  Nipmuck  Pond 
and  easterly  of  the  Uxbridge  road,  and  to  prosecute  and  defend 
any  suit  or  suits  that  have  been  or  may  be  commenced  relative 
thereto,  or  take  any  other  action  in  relation  to  said  land  or  said 
suit  or  suits. 

The  polls  may  be  closed  at  1  p.  m. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant,  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  thereof  at  each  of  the  following  places  in  said 
town,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting, 
viz : — At  the  post-office,  and  on  the  guideboard  near  the  school- 
house  in  Albeeville,  and  at  the  post-office  in  South  Milford. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  or  Town  Clerk,  before  the 
time  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  eleventh  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  five. 

GEORGE  M.  TAFT, 

EDWARD  C.  KINSLEY, 
LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE  VARIOUS 


BOARDS  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS 


OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  MENDON, 


INCLUDING  REPORT  OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


FOR  THE 


Municipal  Year  Ending  March  5,  1906. 

[239TH  ANNUAL  REPORT.] 
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MILFORD,  MASS. : 

Cook  &  Sons,  Printers,  Journal  Office. 
1906. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


The  undersigned,  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  February  5,  1906,  respectfully  submits  an 
account  of  his  doings. 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  receiving  the  following 
sums,  viz : — 

To  cash  received  of  the  Treasurer  for  the 


year  ending  February  5,  1905 .  $  498  44 

To  cash  borrowed  on  four  Town  notes.....  4000  00 
To  cash  received  of  Clair  W.  Freeman,  ac¬ 
count  of  Uxbridge  pauper .  20  00 

To  cash  received,  D.  H.  Barnes,  tele¬ 
phone  .  74  38 

To  cash  received,  E.  C.  Kinsley,  janitor  58  75 

To  cash  received,  Town  of  Uxbridge,  on 

account  M.  A.  Cummings .  10  00 

To  cash  received,  A.  E.  Southwick, 

butcher’s  license . 1  00 

To  cash  received,  J.  S.  Daniels,  back 

taxes .  9  51 

To  cash  received,  M.  &  U.  Street  Rail¬ 
way  Co.,  tickets  returned .  3  00 

To  cash  received,  W.  G.  Pond,  clerk 

Third  District  Court .  49  63 

To  cash  received,  Williams  &  Williams, 

on  account  of  Patrick  Ferguson .  153  60 

To  cash  received,  George  M.  Taft,  col¬ 
lector,  1902  .  15  9° 

To  cash  received,  Walter  N.  Thompson, 

tuition .  20  00 

To  cash  received,  S.  W.  Cook,  auction¬ 
eer’s  license .  2  00 

To  cash  received,  C.  P.  Fleming,  fumi¬ 
gating  . 1 .  3  00 

To  cash  received,  N.  E.  Telephone  Co  8  15 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  State 

road  .  1,058  40 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  in¬ 
spection  cattle .  13  50 
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To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  Cor¬ 
poration  tax .  $64  30 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  State 

aid  . 608  00 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  Bank 

tax  . — . .  458  43 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  burial 

indigent  soldiers  .  35  00 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  Street 

Railway  tax . A .  185  04 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  assist¬ 
ant  in  High  School .  300  00 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  in¬ 
come  School  fund  ... .  1,050  83 

To  cash  received,  F.  J.  Dutcher,  Secre¬ 
tary  District  School  Committee .  416  67 

To  cash  received,  George  H.  Whiting, 

/  for  glass . .  25 

To  cash  received,  E.  C.  Kinsley,  for  loam  1  00 

“  “  County  Treasurer,  dog 

tax  .  217  06 

To  cash  received,  M.  &  U.  Street  Rail¬ 
way  Co.,  license,  grove  and  2  bowl¬ 
ing  alleys .  14  00 

To  cash  received,  D.  H.  Barnes,  old 

lumber .  16  55 

To  cash  received,  J.  B.  Driscoll,  one-half 

fees,  hay  scales . 17  92 

To  cash  received,  G.  B.  Cromb,  account 

State  road .  175  00 

To  cash  received,  Leonard  T.  Gaskill, 

Collector,  1903 .  227  68 

To  cash  received,  Leonard  T.  Gaskill, 

Collector,  1904 . 1,020  73 

To  cash  received,  Leonard  T.  Gaskill, 

Collector,  1905 . 8,686  40 

- $19,494  12 

The  Treasurer  credits  himself  with  paying  the  following 
sums  viz : — 

By  paying  T23  Town  orders . $10,336  90 

“  School  Committee .  2,007  81 

“  4  Town  notes .  4,000  00 

“  Interest  on  same .  153  12 

“  2  notes  new  school  building 

loan . 


650  00 
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By  paying  interest  on  same .  $460  92 

“  County  tax .  700  00 

“  State  tax . .  800  00 

By  cash  on  hand  to  balance .  385  37 

- $19,494  12 

By  cash  on  hand  Excise  tax .  $384  87 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL,  Treasurer. 
Mendon,  Feb.  5,  1906. 


AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 

Dr. 

To  cash  received  of  L.  T.  Gaskill,  Treas¬ 
urer,  1904-1905,  deposited  in  Mil¬ 
ford  Savings  Bank  . .  $1,028  89 

To  cash  received  of  L.  T.  Gaskill,  Treas¬ 
urer,  1904-1905,  deposited  in  Wor¬ 
cester  County  Institution  for  Savings 
To  cash  received  of  Milford  Savings  Bank 

interest  to  October,  1905 . 

To  cash  received  of  Worcester  County 
Institution  for  Savings  interest  to 
Jan.,  1906 . . 

Cr. 

By  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Saving  Bank  $1,065  *8 
“  “  in  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  Savings .  ^11  87 

- $i,S77  °5 


493  40 
36  29 

18  47 

- $i,577  °5 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL,  Treasurer. 
Mendon,  February  5,  1906. 


SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of 
expenditures  of  the  Town  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  February 
5,  1906:— 

INCIDENTALS. 

D.  H.  Barnes,  use  of  telephone  12  months .  $60 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  inspecting  animals .  27 

Arthur  V.  Pond,  services  as  teller .  2 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  “  “  ballot  clerk .  3 

Clarence  A.  Taft,  44  44  44  “  2  times .  5 

Edward  A. Whiting,  44  4  4  4  4  a  .  2 

Herbert  J.  George,  44  44  teller .  2 

Edward  F.  Driscoll,  44  44  ballot  clerk .  2 

Walter  A.  Gaskill  work  in  old  cemetery .  7 

Edw.  C.  Kinsley,  trip  to  Boston . < . . .  1 

Edw.  C.  Kinsley  and  L.  T.  Gaskill,  trip  to  Boston  5 

E.  L.  Smith,  sealing  hay  scales .  1 

F.  C.  Lowell,  fighting  fire  on  Pond  Hill .  5 

Tohn  Hogarth,  fighting  fire  on  Inman  hill .  4 

Lio  Spagnote  44  14  “  .  5 

James  Ryan,  stamps,  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  2 

J.  F.  Damon,  hose,  and  work  on  engine .  47 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  team,  and  work  on  engine .  1 

Howard  Worth,  fighting  fire  on  Quissett  Road .  1 

F.  S.  Schofield,  surveying  at  Nipmuc  Pond .  14 

44  44  services  at  court  in  land  case .  8 

Wm.  H.  Thayer,  cash  paid  fighting  fire  at  South 

Mendon .  16 

Geo.  B.  Cromb,  moving  safe,  and  work . , .  4 

F.  C.  Wood,  services  nights  of  July  3  and  4 .  2 

Wm.  H.  French,  14  4  4  3,  4  and  5 .  4 

C.  H.  Allen,  preparing  valuation . , .  10 

C.  A.  Fletcher4  4  4  4  4  .  10 

H.  C.  Snell,  services  in  criminal  case .  18  06 

Edw.  F.  Driscoll,  watching  at  fire,  July  3  and  4 .  1  00 

Norris,  Staples  &  Gould,  soda  and  work  at  tub .  13  95 

Worcester  County  Abstract  Co.,  60  abstracts .  10  15 

D.  H.  Barnes,  stamps,  etc .  1  73 

D.  H.  Barnes,  44  . .  73 


OOOQOOQQOO^oQOOOOOOOOO  10QOQQO 
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Robert  Allen  Cook,  plan  for  Town  Hall .  $  17  00 

H.  C.  Adams,  insurance  on  tramp  house .  2  25 

H.  C.  Adams,  insurance  on  town  property .  67  00 

H.  C.  Snell,  service  in  criminal  case .  32  10 

Geo.  Jenkins,  reward  in  canoe  case . 25  00 

E.  L.  Smith,  damage  to  wagon .  3  00 

Ora  P.  Davenport,  killing  and  burying  mad  dog .  2  00 

C.  I.  Barnes,  killing  and  burying  dogs,  etc .  7  00 

A.  E.  Brown,  mowing  lawns,  etc. .  13  35 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  2  Blount  checks,  schoolhouse .  9  60 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  perambulating  towrn  lines .  6  00 

E.  C.  Kinsley,  44  44  44  . .  6  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  team  for  perambulating  town  line .  4  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  Fairbanks  scale  books,  etc .  2  00 

A.  E.  Brown,  fighting  fire,  and  team .  2  50 

J.  M.  French,  fumigating  room .  3  00 

Williams  &  Williams,  services .  7  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  rent  of  room  and  fire  for  engine .  16  00 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  services  burial  officer  and  cash  paid  ...  1  50 

H.  M.  Curtiss,  coal  for  fire  department .  7  00 

Geo.  W.  Wood,  returning  6  deaths . . .  1  50 

N.  E.  Telephone  Co .  4  07 


$536  10 

HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR. 

Geo.  B.  Cromb,  repairing  roads  and  bridges .  $1,734  72 

4  4  4  4  4  4  Quissett  road .  50  00 

4  4  4  4  4  4  snow  bill .  4  00 


$1,788  72 

STATE  ROAD. 

Geo.  B.  Cromb,  work  and  cash  paid . .  $248  52 

M.  &  U.  Street  Railway  Co.,  gravel  .  652  80 


$9QI  32 

SIDEWALK. 

Main  and  Hastings  streets .  $108  08 

TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

H.  C.  Adams,  Treasurer,  3  orders .  $220  00 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 

H.  C.  Adams,  services  as  town  clerk,  registrar,  etc.  $39  00 

44  44  “  cash  paid  out .  10  72 

Nathan  R.  George,  Auditor,  1905-06 .  6  00 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  Assessor  and  team,  1905-06 .  55  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  Assessor  and  cash  paid,  1905-06 .  55  70 

Edw.  C.  Kinsley,  Assessor,  1905-06 .  45  00 

Edw.  C.  Kinsley,  Selectman,  1905-06 .  35  00 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  44  44  44  .  30  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  “  44  “ .  50  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  Collector,  1902 .  65  00 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  Treasurer  and  cash  paid  out  1905-06..  54  40 

C.  I.  Barnes,  Constable,  10  months,  and  July  3-4 .  14  50 


$460  32 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 

Cash  paid  L.  T.  Gaskill .  $50  00 

PRINTING. 

Cook  &  Sons,  Town  reports .  $62  00 

“  44  Posters . 1  50 

44  44  Envelopes,  dog  notices,  etc .  11  00 

44  4  4  Valuation  book .  36  00 

G.  M.  Billings,  Official  Ballots .  9  00  4 


$119  50 

CARE  AND  SUPPLIES  OF  TOWN  HALL. 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  wood .  $3  00 

E.  C.  Kinsley,  services  $60,  and  cash  paid  out,  etc...  64  75 

H.  M.  Curtiss,  coal .  14  00 

Mrs.  Robert  Ferris,  cleaning .  3  25 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  material  and  work .  4  75 


$89  75 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS,  SCHOOL  BOOKS,  INCIDEN¬ 
TALS  AND  TRANSPORTATION. 


School  Committee 


$3,955  73 
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SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 
Overseers  of  Poor,  io  orders . 


REPAIR  OF  RECORD  ROOM. 

E.  L.  Videtto,  work . 

C.  H.  Allen,  work  and  cash  paid . 

Z.  C.  Field,  lumber . 

Art  Metal  Construction  Co.  vault  cases . 

Norris,  Staples  &  Gould,  tinning  roof,  etc . 

A.  C.  Eldredge,  paint  and  work . 

Albert  Albee,  plastering . 


$960  00 


$60  10 

29  05 

30  87 
240  00 

76  75 

9  66 

1  5° 


$447  93 


STATE  AID  TO  PENSIONERS,  CHAP.  374,  ACTS  1899. 


Joanna  Curley . ; .  $48  00 

Rufus  Hazard  and  wife .  48  00 

Waterman  Taft . 48  00 

Annette  L.  Weatherhead . 48  00 

Eliza  A.  Munsell  .  48  00 

John  S.  McDonald . 48  00 

Sylvester  Moores . .  7  2  00 

Albert  V.  French . 48  00 

Sarah  Holbrook .  48  00 

Lowell  C.  Cook .  48  00 

Susan  Hall  Taft .  48  00 

James  H.  Wilbur . 48  00 

David  A.  Kingman .  44  00 

Stephen  H.  Scisco .  4  00 


$648  00 


SOLDIERS’  RELIEF,  CHAP.  447,  ACTS  OF  1890. 
Stephen  H.  Scisco .  $16  45 

BURIAL  OF  SOLDIER,  CHAP.  279,  ACTS  OF  1896. 
Stephen  H.  Scisco .  $35  00 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Incidentals .  $558  10 

Roads  and  bridges . 1,784  73 

Snow  bill . 4  00 

State  road . 901  32 

Sidewalk  - . 108  08 

Taft  Public  Library . 220  00 

Town  officers .  460  32 

Memorial  Day .  50  00 

Printing . . .  1 19  50 

Care  and  Supplies,  Town  Hall .  89  75 

Schools .  3,955  73 

Poor .  960  00 

Repairs  of  record  room .  447  93 

Chap.  374,  Acts  of  1899.  State  Aid .  648  00 

Chap.  447,  Acts  of  1890.  Soldiers’  Relief .  16  45 

Burial  of  soldier . 35  00 


$10,336  9° 


The  Selectmen  report  that  the  available  assets  of  the  town 
are  as  follows : 


Due  from  Collector  of  Taxes,  1903 . . . 

4 4  4 4  4 4  1 904 . 

“  “  I9°5 . 

44  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  374,  Acts  of 

1899,  to  Jan.  1  •>  1906 . 

44  state,  aid  to  soldiers,  2  months  to  March 

1,  1906 . 

44  state,  burial  of  Stephen  H.  Scisco . 

44  Massachusetts  highway  commission,  bal¬ 
ance  . 

Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer . 


$2  29 

2I9  47 
I>75°  °3 

648  00 

108  00 
35  °o 

109  60 

385  37 


$3,257  76 

The  liabilities  of  the  town,  so  far  as  known,  are  as  follows: 


Town  officers .  $*9S  00 

Milford  Savings  Bank,  3  notes .  2,500  00 

4  4  44  44  36  notes .  11,700  00 


$>4,395  00 

$3,257  76 


Net  indebtedness  of  the  town 


$11,137  24 


IO 


LIST  OF  JURORS. 


NAME. 


OCCUPATION. 


George  R.  Ford, 

Farmer. 

Ora  P.  Davenport, 

Farmer. 

Clarence  A.  Taft, 

Farmer. 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill, 

Farmer. 

Edward  C.  Kinsley, 

Shoe  Dealer. 

Luther  W.  Holbrook, 

Farmer. 

George  L.  Taft, 

Farmer. 

John  B.  Warner, 

Farmer. 

Alfred  I.  Barrows, 

Farmer. 

Albion  A.  Gaskill, 

Farmer. 

Herbert  J.  George, 

Manufacturer. 

William  J.  Bullard, 

Farmer. 

Charles  J.  Phillips, 

Farmer. 

Receipts  and  expenditures  of  monies  of  Street  Railway 
Companies,  to  be  expended  on  highways : — 


Received  of  State  Treasurer .  $185  04 

“  “  M.  &  U. Street  Railway  Co.,  254  24 

“  M.,A.  &  W.  Street  Railway 

Co.,  1904 .  29  01 

Received  of  M.,A.  &  W.  Street  Railway 

Co.,  1905 .  28  66 

-  $496  95 

Paid  for  sidewalk .  $108  08 

“  snow  bill .  4  00 

Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer .  384  87 

-  $496  95 


Respectfully  submitted, 


GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

EDW.  C.  KINSLEY, 
LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 

Mendon,  Feb.  6,  1906. 


HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR'S  REPORT. 


The  Highway  Surveyor  submits  the*  following  report  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  February  5,  1906: — 


He  debits  himself  with  cash  on  27  orders 


$1,788  72 


He  credits  himself  with  paying  the  following  bills: — 


George  B.  Cromb,  for  team  labor..... . 

Chas.  B.  Williams,  for  labor  with  team... 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  for  labor  with  team . 

Walter  Gaskill,  for  labor  with  team  . 

William  Kelley . 

Dennis  Kelly . . 

Thomas  Pierce  . . 

Chas.  Kingman . . 

Andre  South  wick . *.. 

A.  V.  French  . 

Henry  Moores . 

Vernon  Newman . . . 

Jarvis  Thayer . 

John  Driscoll . 

Charles  Jacobs, . . 

Alfred  Eldredge, . 

William  Flooks. . 

George  B.  Cromb,  as  highway  surveyor 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  for  gravel . 

H.  C.  Adams,  44  4k  . 

Mary  M.  Dudley,  “  44  . 

Frank  H.  Wood,  44  44  . 

Louis  Rawson  4  4  4  4  . . 

George  Scriven,  4  4  4  4  . 

Elsie  Gaskill,  4  4  4  4  . 

John  Warner,  4  4  4  4  . 

Henry  Gaskill  4  4  4  4  . 

Malcolm  Scott,  4  4  4  4  . 

A.  V.  G.  Pond,  bridge  plank . 


$  298  00 
29°  75 

66  00 

45 60 

165  36 

166  46 
29  40 

105  46 
3  00 
59  96 
25  31 

3  11 
20  13 


5o 
1  58 
312  4i 
60 
I4  40 
21  60 
96 

1  5° 

2  80 


4  25 


96 
1  00 
5  60 
7  96 
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Milford  Pink  Granite  Quarries,  for  covering  stone .  $14  10 

Annie  Lawless,  supplies .  75 

Norris,  Staples  &  Gould,  supplies . . .  14  70 

E.  C.  Barry,  for  repairs .  1 7  45 


$i,734  72 

SNOW  BILLS. 

December  10,  1905. 

George  B.  Cromb,  team  labor  on  snow.....  $1  00 

George  B.  Cromb,  labor  on  snow .  3  00 

- $4  00 

QUISSETT  ROAD. 

George  B.  Cromb,  team  and  labor  .  $  13  50 

C.  B.  Williams,  for  labor  with  team .  13  50 

William  Kelly,  for  labor  on  repairs .  3  50 

A.  V.  French,  “  “  .  7  00 

Chas.  Kingman . . .  5  25 

George  B.  Cromb . . .  7  25 

- 50  00 

$1,788  72 

Amount  expended  for  general  repairs .  $1,734  72 

Team  work . .' .  700  35 

Appropriation  for  general  repairs .  1,500  00 

Money  received  for  excise  tax .  234  72 

Amount  expended  for  clearing  roads  of  snow .  4  00 

Special  appropriation — Quissett  road .  50  00 

Resspectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  B.  CROMB, 


Highway  Surveyor. 


COLLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Dr. 

To  balance  uncollected  Feb.  4,  1905 .  $14  60 

Interest  received . . . .  1  30 

- —  $15  9° 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $15  90 


Mendon,  Feb.  6,  1906. 


GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1902. 


Dr. 

Balance  uncollected  Feb.  1,  1905.. 
Interest  received . 


$208  03 
26  52 

— -  $234  55 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer . 

Abatements . . 

Amount  uncollected . 


227  68 

4  58 

2  29 

-  $234  55 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 


Mendon,  Feb.  5,  1906. 


Collector  of  Taxes,  1903. 


Dr. 


Balance  uncollected  Feb.  1,  1905 .  $1,238  35 

Additional  assessments .  2  00 

Interest  received .  40  25 

- $1,280  60 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer,.. 

Abatements . . 

Amount  uncollected 


1020  73 
40  40 
219  47 

-  $1,280  60 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 


Mendon,  Feb.  5,  1906. 


Collector  of  Taxes,  1904. 


Dr. 

To  taxes  committed  for  collection . $10,136  96 


Additional  assessments 

Excise  tax,  M.  &  U.  Street  Railway 

Company .  254  24 

Excise  tax,  M.,  A.  &  W.  Street  Rail¬ 
way  Company .  28  66 

Interest  received . .  18  82 

- $10,438  68 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer . $8,686  40 

Abatements . 2  25 

Balance  uncollected .  1,750  °3 

- $10,438  68 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1905. 


Mendon,  February  5,  1906. 


REPORT  OF  THE  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for 
the  municipal  year  ending  March  5,  1906. 

Ella  Ellis,  John  B.  Mellen,  Edna  French,  Mary  Johnson, 
Rosanna  Imman,  Mary  Hayward  and  family,  Abbott  U.  Law¬ 
rence,  Thomas  Pierce,  Seth  H.  Hayward  and  Thomas  Gardner, 
(having  a  legal  settlement  in  Mendon)  have  been  wholly  or 
partially  supported. 

The  Overseers  charge  themselves  with  the  receipt  of  the 
following  named  funds  belonging  to  the  town  : 

Balance  on  hand  from  last  year .  $13  06 

Ten  town  orders . . .  960  00 


$973  06 

The  Overseers  credit  themselves  with  paying  the  following 
amounts,  viz : 

For  support  of  Ella  Ellis .  $171  65 

John  B.  Mellen . 140  00 

Edna  French .  118  76 

Mary  Johnson .  213  00 

Rosanna  Inman .  142  50 

Mary  Hayward  and  family .  3  22 

Abbot  U.  Lawrence .  24  00 

Thomas  Pierce . .. .  21  08 

Seth  H.  Hayward .  10  00 

Thomas  Gardner. .  44  00 

Cash  paid  for  stamps,  paper,  etc .  2  15 

For  removing  David  Crowley  to  Tewksbury 

State  Hospital .  5  88 

G.  W.  Wood,  for  burial  of  Edwin  Butman 

Tingley . .. .  10  00 

Edward  L.  Smith,  services  as  overseer,  1905  6  00 


1 6 

George  R.  Ford,  services  as  overseer,  1905..  6  00 

Clair  W.  Freeman,  services  as  overseer,  1905  45  00 


$963  24 

Cash  in  hands  of  Overseers .  9  82 


$973  06 

From  the  whole  amount  paid  for  the  support  of  the 

poor  .  $963  24 

Deduct  what  was  due  for  the  support  of  the  poor 

to  March  6,  1905  .  33  86 


$929  38 

Add  what  will  be  due,  by  estimation, for  the  support 

of  the  poor  to  March  5,  1906 .  60  29 

Cost  of  supporting  the  poor  for  the  year  ending  - 

March  5,  1906 . . .  $989  67 

CLAIR  W.  FREEMAN, 
GEORGE  R.  FORD, 

E.  L.  SMITH, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

Mendon,  Feb.  5,  1906. 


1 


REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  CLERK. 


DOGS  REGISTERED  IN  1905. 


103  male  dogs, . $206  00 

10  female  dogs, .  50  00 

-  $256  00 

Registration  fees, . $  22  60 

Paid  County  Treasurer, .  233  40 

-  $256  00 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1905. 


DATE  OF 

BIRTH.  NAME  OF  CHILD. 

1905 

Feb.  27  William  Nelson  Trask, 

Apr.  6  Isabel  Jane  Turnbull, 

May  9  MaryFrancesErsiliaJuliano 
May  31  George  Henry  Harrington, 
June  3  Alfred  Augustus  Pickels, 
June  6  Daisy  Mirriam  French, 
Aug.  21  Irving  Adrian  Scott, 

Sept.  16  Edith  Viola  Gritzell, 

Sept.  29  Daniel  Kinsley  Barnes, 

Oct.  10  Grace  Wood, 

Nov.  13  Charles  Stenson  Barnes, 
Nov.  14  Edward  Taft  Whiting, 

Dec.  23  Mathewson, 

Dec.  28  Herbert  Antony  Daigle, 
Dec.  29  Metcalf, 


PARENTS. 


MAIDEN  NAME 
OF  MOTHER. 


George  W.  and  Arlena  Morrison. 
Robert  F. and  JennieE. McLaughlin 
, Vincent  and  Antoinetta  Pullo. 
Michael  T.  and  Mary  J.  Broughey. 
Robert  V.  and  Emma  G.  Albee. 
Wil'iam  H.  and  Florence  I.  Taft. 
Malcolm  D.  and  Ida  M.  Barrows. 
Daniel  and  Hannah  E.  Johnson. 
Daniel  H.  and  Annie  E.  Kinsley. 
Frank  H.  and  Sarah  J.  Stoddard. 
Charles  I.  and  Etta  M.  Stenson. 
Edward  A.  and  Alice  G.  Taft. 
Willard  P.  and  Lucy  A.  Kenney. 
Honory  and  Malvina  Renault. 
Fred  M.  and  Mary  A.  Williams. 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1905. 


DATE  OF 

MARRIAGE. 

NAME  OF  GROOM  AND  BRIDE. 

RESIDENCE. 

1905 

Jan. 10 

Justin  Fairman  Southwiek, 

Mendon. 

Grace  Scott, 

Blackstone,  Mass. 

March  16 

John  H.  Sherman, 

Milford,  Mass. 

Maud  Weatherhead, 

Mendon. 

June  14 

Newell  Waldo  Rawson, 

Uxbridge,  Mass. 

Anna  Maria  Cook, 

Mendon. 

June  28 

Arthur  Johnson,  0 

Mendon. 

Helena  Ellen  Cannon, 

Brewer,  Me. 

Aug.  13 

Wilfred  Taft  Claflin, 

Mendon. 

Agnes  Hogarth, 

Mendon. 

Sept.  30 

John  Willard  Spiller, 

Mendon. 

Hattie  Buzzell  Hamlin, 

Benton,  Me. 

Oct.  30 

Gideon  Tancrelle, 

Mendon. 

Melia  St.  Jean, 

Woonsocket,  R.  I 

DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1905. 

DATE  OF 

AGE. 

DEATH. 

NAME. 

Y. 

M. 

D. 

1905 

Jan. 15 

Charles  Wilbur, 

81 

11 

1 

Feb.  20 

William  McVeity, 

73 

1 

1 

March  7 

Sarah  T.  Baker," 

88 

March  17 

Hannah  S.  Cornwell, 

72 

11 

13 

March  21 

Stephen  H.  Scisco, 

64 

1 

29 

March  26 

Ruth  R.  Chase, 

91 

5 

14 

April  4 

Sarah  J.  Kelley, 

55 

April  6 

Sarah  D.  Wilson, 

63 

7 

16 

April  13 

Obadiah  W.  Hill, 

71 

7 

8 

April  20 

Susan  S.  Gassett, 

79 

2 

June  4 

Sarah  L.  Bennett, 

52 

9 

25 

Aug.  17 

Edward  B.  Tingley, 

5 

Aug.  24 

Angelina  Publicover, 

60 

11 

14 

Aug.  25 

Edmund  Kempton, 

82 

1 

23 

Oct.  6 

Silas  Aldrich, 

77 

4 

25 

Nov.  11 

William  W.  Nelson, 

79 

4 

20 

Nov.  24 

Deborah  Wilcox  Daniels, 

88 

2 

2 

Dec.  29 

William  Dennis  Kelley, 

63 

Parents  and  others  are  requested  to  carefully  examine  the 
above  list  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  and  if  any  errors  or 
omissions  are  found,  report  them  to  the  town  clerk,  in  order  that 
the  record  may  be  corrected.  Herewith  are  extracts  from  the 
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Revised  Laws :  Section  6  of  Chapter  29  of  said  laws  requires 
that  “Parents,  within  forty  days  after  the  birth  of  a  child,  and 
every  householder,  within  forty  days  after  a  birth  in  his  house, 
shall  cause  notice  thereof  to  be  given  to  the  clerk  of  the  city  or 
town  in  which  such  child  is  born.  Every  householder  in  whose 
house  a  death  occurs,  shall,  within  five  days  thereafter,  cause 
notice  thereof  to  be  given  to  the  board  of  health,  or,  if  the 
selectmen  constitute  such  board,  to  the  town  clerk.”  Blanks  for 
the  return  of  births  and  deaths  can  always  be  obtained  of  the 
town  clerk. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

Town  Clerk. 


Mendon,  Feb.  6,  1906. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  TUFT  PUBLIIC  LIBRARY. 


To  the  Citizens  of  Mendon  :  The  Trustees  of  the  Taft 
BYiblic  Library  herewith  present  their  twenty-fifth  annual  report. 

For  some  time  there  has  been  a  growing  demand  for  an  up 
to  date  catalogue,  Each  year’s  additions  to  the  number  of  books 
has  but  emphasized  the  need  of  a  re-classification.  This  work 
has  been  begun  during  the  past  year.  Several  departments  have 
already  been  classified,  and  those  remaining  will  be  catalogued 
according  to  the  new  system  as  time  and  money  permit.  In  this 
connection  it  should  be  stated  that  the  balance  shown  by  the 
account  of  the  treasurer  will  have  been  spent  in  carrying  on  this 
work  before  the  March  town  meeting  and  therefore  cannot  be 
called  a  balance  for  next  year. 

In  the  process  of  cataloguing,  the  covers  will  be  removed 
from  the  books  and  the  patrons  will  be  permitted  to  go  to  the 
shelves  and  select  their  books  for  themselves,  subject  to  such 
restrictions  as  may  be  found  necessary.  This  freedom  should 
lead  to  an  increased  use  of  the  library,  as  much  time  will  be 
saved  in  selecting  a  book,  and  the  patrons  will  find  by  observa¬ 
tion,  many  books  on  the  shelves  which  they  have  overlooked  in 
the  several  printed  and  written  catalogues.  While  it  is  expected 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  books  issued  will  be  fiction,  the 
trustees  would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  departments  of 
history,  travel,  and  biography  are  being  added  to  each  year,  and 
would  urge  the  increased  use  of  these  books  by  the  readers  of 
Mendon. 

The  trustees  wish  to  tender  thanks  to  those  who  have  pre¬ 
sented  books  to  the  library  during  the  year. 

We  also  wish  to  thank  Miss  Gaskill  for  her  efficient  services 
and  take  pleasure  in  announcing  her  reappointment  for  next 
year. 
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We  would  recommend  an  appropriation  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  for  the  coming  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 
GEORGE  TAFT, 

FRANK  H.  WOOD, 
HERBERT  F.  TAYLOR, 

Trustees  Taft  Public  Library. 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library: — 

The  Library  was  re-opened  February  n,  1905,  for  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  books. 

The  total  number  of  books  taken  out  during  the  year  was 
4,545.  The  largest  delivery  any  Saturday  was  11S  ;  the  smallest 
68;  average  89. 

The  delivery  by  divisions  was  as  follows :  Agriculture,  1  ; 
biography,  80;  documents,  1;  fiction,  3,636 ;  history,  152; 
poetry,  66;  miscellaneous,  73;  periodicals,  318;  religion,  1; 
science,  124;  travels,  93. 

The  total  number  of  books  in  the  Library  is  500 7,  15 1  hav¬ 
ing  been  added  the  past  year.  Of  these  151  volumes,  114  have 
been  purchased  by  the  town  and  37  contributed.  18  were  given 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth ;  3  by  Earle  B.  Lowell; 
3  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution ;  4  by  Silas  Aldrich,  late  of 
Philadelphia ;  1  in  exchange  for  the  Annals  of  Mendon ;  2  by 
the  Department  of  the  Interior;  1  by  the  Uxbridge  Town  Li¬ 
brary;  1  by  the  Union  Press;  1  by  United  States  National 
Museum  ;  1  by  Board  of  Charity ;  1  by  Bureau  of  Education  ;  1 
by  Interstate  Commerce  Commission. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNIE  W.  GASKILL, 

Librarian. 


22 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public 
Library  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  6,  1906. 


Dr. 


Balance  from  acconut  of  1905.... 
Cash  received  on  3  town  orders 


Cr. 

Paid  J.  B.  Townley,  binding . 

44  G.  C.  Coffin,  fuel  and  expressage . 

44  R.  Folger,  painting  sign . . . 

44  Denholm  &  McKay,  books . 

44  W.  B.  Clarke  Co.,  books . 

“  G.  M.  Billings,  labels . . 

44  L.  B.  Brown,  labor . 

44  A.  E.  Brown,  labor . ! . . 

44  Annie  B.  Brown,  cataloguing  books . * . 

44  G.  H.  Whiting,  labor . 

44  Library  Bureau,  supplies . . . . 

44  Lena  W.  George,  labor . 

44  Annie  W.  Gaskill,  labor . 

44  H.  C.  Adams,  labor  $3.80  and  cash  paid  $4.95 
44  Annie  W.  Gaskill,  salary . 

Cash  on  hand . . . . 


$17 

62 

220 

00 

$237 

62 

$  2 

40 

7 

00 

7 

00 

1 

32 

% 

41 

1 

50 

1 

5o 

1 

75 

13 

35 

2 

00 

4 

00 

1 

80 

4 

35 

8 

75 

5° 

00 

47 

49 

$237  62 

Respectfully  submitted, 


HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

Treasurer. 


Mendon,  February  6,  1906. 


AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  all  the  Town  Officers  who 
have  received  or  disbursed  funds  belonging  to  the  Town,  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  4,  1906,  and  find  them  correctly 
kept  and  with  proper  vouchers. 

NATHAN  R.  GEORGE, 

Auditor. 

Mendon,  February  8,  1906. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  MENDON, 

FOR  THE 

SCHOOL  YEAR  1905=  ’06. 


MILFORD,  MASS. : 

Cook  &  Sons,  Printers,  Journal  Office, 
1906. 


ORGANIZATION  OF 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  1905-1906. 


GEORGE  SCRIVEN, 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL,  Secretary, 
FRANK  H.  WOOD,  Chairman, 


Term  expires  1908 


1907 

1906 


Superintendent. 
HERBERT  F.  TAYLOR, 


Term  began  1902 


Truant  Officers. 

EDWARD  C.  KINSLEY,  LYMAN  COOK, 

HERBERT  F.  TAYLOR. 


3GH00L  COMMITTEE  REPORT. 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Mendon: — 

Herewith  the  financial  report  of  your  School  Committee  for 
the  year  ending  February  i,  1906,  is  respectfully  submitted. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


Receipts. 


Balance  from  last  year . 

Appropriation . 

From  State,  account  Superintendent . 

“  “  “  school  fund . 

“  County  Treasurer,  account  dog  tax 
t;  State,  account  assistant  in  high 

school . . 

“  M.  &  U.  Street  Railway  Co.,  tick¬ 
ets  returned . 

“  Walter  N.  Thompson,  tuition . ✓ 

“  G.  H.  Whiting,  for  glass . 

“  Selectmen,  amount  overdrawn  by 
School  Committee  account,  dig¬ 
ging  well . 


$  24  °5 
3,700  00 
416  67 
1,050  83 
217  06 

300  00 

3  00 
20  00 

25 


255  73 


$5,987  59 


Disbursements. 


Teachers’  salaries .  $3,201  00 

Superintendent .  616  60 

Janitors . 336  00 

Fuel .  490  98 

Transportation .  491  50 

Text  books  and  supplies .  285  55 

Incidentals .  565  96 


$5*987  59 
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Teachers : — 

Edward  F.  Blood .  $900  00 

Rachel  Spaulding .  400  00 

Elizabeth  Ham . 432  00 

Mary  E.  Dudley . 378  00 

Margaret  A.  Spalton .  369  00 

Marion  S.  Howe .  72  00 

Jessie  E.  Cook . . .  252  00 

Lillian  Freeman .  288  00 

Frank  H.  Lowell . no  00 


Superintendent . , .  $616  60 

Received  from  state  for  year .  416  67 


Net  cost  for  Superintending  for  year  199  93 
Fuel:  — 

William  Johnston  &  Co.,  coal .  $449  98 

Phillip  S.  Coffin,  wood .  21  50 

Lewis  Bates,  “  9  50 

Edward  H.  Taft,  u  .  10  00 


Transportation :  — 

A.  I.  Barrows .  $43 6  50 

Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co .  55  00 


Care  of  Rooms  : — 

George  H.  Whiting .  $300  00 

Marion  S.  Howe .  4  00 

Jessie  E.  Cook .  14  00 

Lillian  Freeman .  18  00 


Text  Books : — 


Silver,  Burdett  &  Co . 

$1 

5o 

Rand,  McNally  &  Co . 

32 

10 

Allyn  &  Bacon . 

5 

00 

Atkinson,  Metzger  &  Grover . 

7 

75 

Edward  E.  Babb  &  Co . 

3 

28 

1).  C.  Heath  &  Co . 

34 

01 

J.  L.  Hammett  &  Co. . 

65 

38 

Ginn  &  Co . 

30 

34 

Inter.  State  School  Supply  Co . 

00 

$3,201  00 


$*99  93 


$490  98 


$49 1  5° 


$336  00 
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American  Book  Co .  $14  56 

H.  Holt  &  Co .  1  45 

L.  E.  Knott  Apparatus  Co. .  36  46 

The  Palmer  Co .  2  03 

Little,  Brown  &  Co. .  1  60 

L.  A.  Lamson  &  Son . .  27  79 

Wadsworth,  Howland  &  Co . . .  5  00 

Longmans,  Green  &  Co .  2  30 

-  $285  55 


Incidentals : — 

Cook  &  Sons  : — 

Printing  blanks  . $2  25 

H.  W.  Brown  : — 

Repairing  clocks . .  1  50 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons: — 

Ash  barrel,  picture  cord .  4  71 

Drain  pipe,  repairing  pump  .  53  65 

Galvanized  pipe,  etc.,  for  well .  4  61 

R.  O.  Williams:— 

Use  of  well .  3  50 

H.  F.  Taylor: — 

Telephone,  freight,  cartage,  etc. .  15  69 

J.  H.  Teale:  — 

Writing  diplomas .  1  91 

G.  H.  Whiting:— 

Repairing  chairs,  carrying  water, 

and  cleaning  school  rooms .  32  70 

H. H.  Lent:- 

Repairs .  6  17 

G.  M.  Billings  : — 

Printing  programs .  5  00 

George  P.  Walcott: — 

Scrim,  ribbons .  4  06 

Thomas  Groom  &  Co  : — 

Order  book .  14  00 

Eldredge  &  Son  : — 

White  lead,  oil,  etc .  36  20 

Floor  dressing .  6  85 

Stock  and  labor,  East  school .  i  75 

J.  H.  Dudley:— 

Services  at  graduation  exercises .  1  00 

F.  M.  Aldrich  : — 

Fertilizer  . .  4  00 

G.  B.  Cromb.. — 

Cleaning  vaults .  1  50 
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Z.  C.  Field  : — 

Lumber  for  table .  $12  26 

Amos  Gallant : — 

Building  table  and  other  labor .  7  75 

W.  Johnston  &  Co. : — 

Digging  well .  225  44 

E.  E.  Babb  &  Co. 

Drinking  cups . 1  20 

Gaskill  &  Cox  : — 

Window  glass,  broom,  pail,  etc .  1  07 

Frank  Read  : — 

Tuning  piano .  2  00 

T.  E.  Morse  &  Co. :  — 

Glass  and  putty .  92 

L.  T.  Gaskill:— 

Services  district  committee .  1  25 

“  Secretary  School  Com¬ 
mittee  .  10  00 

Services  taking  school  census .  7  00 

Cash  paid  for  hauling  lumber .  75 

u  u  lumber,  cement  and 

sand... . 1  55 

Cash  paid  for  postage  stamps .  1  54 

Norris,  Staples  &  Gould  .  29  32 

George  Scriven : — 

Services  district  committee .  1  25 

F.  H.  Wood  : — 

Services  district  committee .  1  25 

D.  H.  Barnes  : — 

Sundries .  2  61 

A.  C.  Eldridge  : — 

Painting  new  school  building .  56  00 

Tewksbury  &  Weir:  — 

Mechanical  gong .  1  75 


$565  96 


Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  H.  WOOD, 

GEORGE  SCRIVEN, 
LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

School  Committee. 


Mendon,  February  3,  1906. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  The  School  Committee  of  Mendon. 

Gentlemen : — I  herewith  present  my  fourth  annual  report,  and 
the  twelfth  report  of  the  superintendent  of  schools. 

A  point  has  been  reached  in  the  development  of  Mendon 
schools  when  the  item  of  expense  merits  serious  consideration. 
A  careful  perusal  of  the  financial  report  for  this  year  shows  the 
following  facts.  Total  expenditure  $5,987.78.  Appropriation 
$3700.  Received  from  state  and  county  $1984.96. 

A  portion  of  this  expense  has  been  extraordinary  in  the  sense 
that  it  could  not  be  anticipated.  The  condemnation  of  the 
water  used  at  the  building  made  it  necessary  to  provide  a  new 
supply.  The  State  Board  of  Health  were  not  asked  to  investi¬ 
gate  until  several  pupils  had  been  ill  at  school  from  causes  which 
seemed  to  point  to  the  drinking  water  as  the  source.  It  is  a 
matter  for  congratulation  that  the  analysis  was  made  before  seri¬ 
ous  consequences  followed. 

The  cost  of  equipping  the  chemical  course  will  of  course 
after  this  year  be  much  smaller,  as  most  of  the  apparatus  is  of 
a  permanent  kind.  A  large  part  of  the  sum  spent  for  text 
books  has  been  for  high  school  books  necessitated  by 
the  improved  course  of  study  introduced  last  year.  The 
wisdom  of  this  expenditure  has  been  proven  as  it  has  enabled 
us  to  secure  the  approval  of  the  State  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  with  the  accompanying  grant  of  three  hundred  dollars. 
This  when  applied  to  the  expense  of  the  high  school,  means  that 
for  an  annual  outlay  of  one  hundred  dollars  from  the  sum  raised 
by  taxation,  the  efficiency  of  the  high  school  has  been  more  than 
doubled,  for  by  dividing  the  work  between  the  two  teachers,  in 
spite  of  the  added  subjects,  each  teacher  has  more  time  for  prep¬ 
aration,  and  a  longer  recitation  period  for  class  work. 

The  other  large  items  of  school  expenditure,  namely,  teach¬ 
ers’  salaries,  text  books  and  supplies,  aside  from  the  exceptions 
mentioned,  have  remained  as  they  were,  and  no  curtailment  is 
possible  along  this  line  without  seriously  impairing  the  efficiency 
of  the  schools,  a  step  which  I  am  certain  the  citizens  would  not 
sanction. 
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The  town  has  been  fortunate  in  retaining  its  teaching  force 
intact,  for  frequent  changes  are  undersirable  especially  when 
there  are  three  grades  in  a  room. 

The  Mendon  school  having  the  largest  number  of  grades  is 
at  East  Mendon  where  nearly  all  the  grades  are  represented. 
For  this  reason  I  would  recommend  that  the  present  eighth 
grade  at  that  school  be  allowed  to  remain  there  another  year. 
Such  an  arrangement  is  I  believe  in  accordance  with  the  wishes 
of  most  of  the  parents  concerned. 

Continuing  the  work  of  decorating  the  building  so  splendid¬ 
ly  begun  last  year,  a  cast  has  been  hung  in  the  high  school 
room,  the  proceeds  of  a  lecture  given  for  that  purpose. 

To  sum  up  the  educational  results  which  is  really  the  prov¬ 
ince  of  a  report  of  this  nature,  I  can  assure  you  of  very  marked 
improvement  along  conservative  lines.  The  fundamentals  have 
been  emphazized  as  never  before  since  my  connection  with 
your  schools,  with  results  commensurate  with  the  time  and 
effort  spent. 

The  good  results  have  been  due  in  large  measure  to  the  un¬ 
failing  enthusiasm  of  the  teachers,  for  whose  loyalty  and  devo¬ 
tion  to  the  work,  I  tender  thanks. 

I  wish  also  to  thank  you  and  the  townspeople  for  many 
words  of  encouragement  and  help. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HERBERT  F.  TAYLOR, 

Supt.  of  Schools. 


SCHOOL  REGISTER  STATISTICS,  SEPTEMBER  1904,  TO  JUNE,  -1905. 
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School  Census  Statistics,  September,  1905. 

Number  of  children  in  town  between  five  and  fifteen, 
Number  of  children  in  town  between  seven  and  fourteen, 
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TEACHERS,  DECEMBER,  1905. 


SCHOOL. 

TEACHERS. 

WHERE  FITTED. 

High, 

Edward  F.  Blood, 

Principal. 

Dartmouth  College. 

Grammar, 

Rachel  J.  Spaulding, 
Assistant. 

Tuft's  College. 

Grades  6,  7,  8, 
Intermediate, 

Elizabeth  I.  Ham, 

Edward  Little  High  School. 

Grades  3,  4,  5, 
Primary, 

Margaret  J.  Spalton, 

Salem  Normal. 

Grades  1,  2, 

East, 

Mary  A.  Dudley, 

Mendon  High  School. 

Grades  1,2, 4, 5, 6, 8, 
Albeeville, 

Jessie  E.  Cook, 

Providence  Normal. 

Grades  1,  2,  5,  6, 

Lillian  Freeman, 

Mendon  High  School. 

SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1905-1906. 


FALL  TERM, 

14  Weeks. 

WINTER  TERM, 

12  Weeks. 

SPRING  TERM, 

10  Weeks. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

Lower 

Sept.  11, 

Dec.  15. 

Jan.  1, 

Mar.  23, 

April  9, 

June  15, 

Schools, 

1905. 

1905. 

1906. 

1906, 

1906. 

1906. 

High  School, 

Sept.  5, 

Dec.  22, 

Jan.  1, 

Mar.  30, 

April  9, 

June  22, 

40  Weeks, 

1905. 

1905. 

1906. 

1906. 

1906. 

1906. 

SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1906-1907 


FALL  TERM, 

14  Weeks. 

WINTER  TERM, 

12  Weeks. 

SPRING  TERM, 

10  Weeks. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

Lower 

Schools, 
HighSchool, 
40  Weeks. 

Sept.  10, 
1906. 
Sept.  4, 
1906. 

Dec.  14, 
1906. 
Dec.  21, 
1906. 

Dec.  31, 
1906. 
Dec.  31, 
1906. 

Mar.  22, 
1907, 
Mar.  29, 
1907. 

April  8, 
1907. 
April  8, 
1907. 

June  14, 
1907. 
June  21, 
1907. 

Graduating  Exercises  of  the 

MENDON  HIGH  SCHOOL 

AT  THE 

Unitarian  Church ,  Mendon ,  Friday  .Evening ,  7905. 


March,  ....... 

Frank  H.  Lowell. 

• 

Song,  Let  the  Hills  Resound,  .... 

School. 

.  Richards 

Prayer,  ....... 

W.  S.  Tedford. 

• 

Essay,  Shakespeare’s  Women,  .... 

Mabel  D.  Snow. 

• 

Essay,  Macaulay,  the  Historian, 

Lulu  E.  Taft. 

Essay,  Edison,  the  Inventor,  .... 

A.  Everett  Eldredge. 

. 

Song,  The  Wind  and  the  Sea,  .... 

School. 

Marshall 

Class  History,  ...... 

Louise  J.  Curliss. 

Essay,  Milton,  the  Poet,  .... 

Louisa  W.  Congdon. 

• 

Song,  Voices  of  the  Woods,  .... 

School. 

Rubenstein 

Class  Prophecy,  ..... 

Harold  H.  Eldredge. 

• 

Essay,  The  Drama  of  Shakespeare, 

Mabel  L.  Cromb. 

Presentation  of  Diplomas, 

Superintendent  Herbert  F.  Taylor. 

• 

Song,  The  Oars  are  Plashing  Lightly, 

SCHOOL. 

.  Geibel 

GRADUATES. 

Latin  Course — Louisa  Witherby  Congdon,  Mabel  Louise  Cromb, 
Louise  Jane  Curliss. 

English  Course — Amos  Everett  Eldredge,  Harold  Herbert  El- 
dredge,  Mabel  Dudley  Snow,  Lulu  Elizabeth  Taft. 


Class  Motto — Row,  Not  Drift. 
Class  Colors — Pink  and  White. 


ROLL  OF  HONOR 


The  following  pupils  have  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy  for 
the  consecutive  terms  specified.  The  record  ends  June,  1905. 

ELEVEN  YEARS— TWO  TERMS. 

Mabel  D.  Snow — High. 


ONE  YEAR. 

Moses  M.  Coleman — Intermediate . 
Benjamin  H.  Eldredge — Primary. 
Grace  Ferris — Primary. 


WINTER  AND  SPRING  TERMS. 

Roy  G.  Scriven — Primary. 

Ernest  Hilton — East. 


FALL  TERM. 

Leavitt  B.  Brown,  Albert  I.  Cromb,  Charles  V.  Driscoll, 
Herbert  S.  Wood,  Nina  M.  Burr,  Louisa  W.  Congdon,  Kath¬ 
erine  A.  Harrington,  Mabel  M.  Taft — High. 

Charlotte  Snow,  Chester  Wheeler,  Lois  Congdon,  Carrie 
Cromb,  Carl  Taft,  Leslie  Burr,  Robert  Ferris — Grammar. 

George  M.  Aldrich,  Albert  S.  Coleman,  Ernest  A.  Parkin¬ 
son,  Vera  M.  Wilson — Intermediate. 
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Bernice  Barnes,  Gladys  B.  Blood,  Grace  Ferris,  Mary  A. 
Goss,  Charles  H.  Holbrook,  Clement  M.  Holbrook,  Caroline 
L.  Thompson,  Evelyn  E.  Thompson — Primary, 

Grace  Thayer — East. 


WINTER  TERM. 

A.  Everett  Eldredge — High. 

Ernest  A.  Parkinson — Intermediate. 
Grace  Thayer,  Doris  Thayer — East. 


SPRING  TERM. 

Leavitt  B.  Brown,  Charles  V.  Driscoll,  Harold  Eldredge, 
Herbert  S.  Wood — High. 

Charlotte  Snow,  Carrie  Cromb,  Carl  Taft,  Henry  Wood, 
Homer  Darling,  Edward  Taft — Grammar. 

Albert  S.  Coleman,  Corrine  Wood,  Leo  J.  Gallant,  Er¬ 
nest  P.  Wood,  Marguerite  Harrington — Intermediate. 

Gladys  B.  Blood,  Hazel  G.  Fleming,  Mary  A.  Goss — Pri¬ 
mary. 

Margaret  McTurk,  Thomas  McTurk,  Frank  Phillips,  Es¬ 
ther  Turnbull,  Margaret  Turnbull,  Howard  Hilton — East. 

Harriet  Hogarth,  George  Hogarth,  John  Towne,  John 
Warner,  Robert  Ferris,  Charles  Ferris — Albeeville . 


TOWN  WARRANT 


Worcester,  ss. — To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
in  the  County  of  Worcester,  Greeting : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 
Town  Hall,  in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  fifth  day  of  March 
next,  punctually  at  9  o’clock,  a.  m.,  to  act  on  the  following 
articles,  viz  : 

Article  i.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  in  said 
meeting. 

Article  2.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  several  town 
officers  and  committees  and  act  thereon. 

Article  3.  To  bring  in  their  votes  for  the  following  offi¬ 
cers — A  Town  Clerk  for  one  year;  three  Selectmen  for  one 
year ;  three  Assessors  for  one  year ;  three  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
for  one  year;  a  Town  Treasurer  for  one  year;  a  Collector  of 
Taxes  for  one  year;  an  Auditor  for  one  year;  one  Highway  Sur¬ 
veyor  for  one  year;  one  Constable  for  one  year;  three  Fence 
Viewers  for  one  year ;  one  Trustee  of  the  Taft  Public  Library 
for  two  years ;  one  School  Committee  for  three  years;  also  to 
bring  in  their  votes,  “Yes”  or  “No”  in  answer  to  the  question, 
“Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in 
this  town ;”  all  on  one  ballot,  designating  the  office  intended  for 
each  person  voted  for. 

Article  4.  To  choose  all  other  necessary  town  officers 
for  the  year  ensuing. 

Article  5.  To  raise  such  sums  of  moneyas  are  necessary 
to  defray  town  charges  and  make  appropriations  for  the  same. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  list 
of  jurors  as  reported  by  the  Selectmen,  or  make  any  alteration 
in  the  same. 
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Article  7.  To  see  what  measures  the  town  will  adopt  to 
secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Treas¬ 
urer  to  hire  money  to  pay  current  expenses  for  the  municipal 
year  commencing  March  5,  1906,  in  anticipation  of  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  the  taxes. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  continue  communica¬ 
tion  by  telephone  with  Milford,  as  security  against  destruction 
by  fire,  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropri¬ 
ate  any  sum  of  money  for  Memorial  day  services  and  appoint  a 
committee  to  expend  the  same. 

Article  ii.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pay  one  half 
the  car  fare  of  pupils  attending  the  high  school  from  East  Men- 
don,  so-called. 

1 

The  polls  may  be  closed  at  1  p.  m. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant,  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  thereof  at  each  of  the  following  places  in  said 
town,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting, 
viz : — At  the  post-office,  and  on  the  guideboard  near  the  school- 
house  in  Albeeville,  and  at  the  post-office  in  South  Milford. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  or  Town  Clerk,  before  the 
time  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  onr  hands  at  Mendon,  this  seventh  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  six. 

GEORGE  M.  TAFT, 
EDWARD  C.  KINSLEY, 
LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 


Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE  VARIOUS 

BOARDS  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS 

OF  THE 

xown  op  niEnt>on, 


INCLUDING  REPORT  OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


FOR  THE 


Municipal  Year  Ending  March  4,  190?. 

[24OTH  ANNUAL  REPORT.] 


MILFORD,  MASS.: 

Press  of  Milford  Journal  Co. 
1907. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


The  undersigned,  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  February  7,  1907,  respectfully  submits  an  ac¬ 
count  of  his  doings. 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  receiving  the  following 
sums,  viz  : — 


To  cash  received  of  the  Treasurer  for  the 

year  ending  February  5,  1906 .  $  385  37 

To  cash  borrowed  on  five  Town  notes .  4,500  00 

To  cash  received,  Steere  &  Brown,  tele¬ 
phone  tolls .  71  69 

To  cash  received,  N.  E.  T.&  T.Co.  Com¬ 
mission  on  tolls .  23  24 

To  cash  received,  E.  C.  Kinsley,  janitor 

1905-1906 .  92  25 

To  cash  received,  E.  C.  Kinsley  three 

months,  1906 .  24  00 

To  cash  received,  A.  E.  Southwick, 

butcher’s  license .  1  00 

To  cash  received,  Archie  Fresn,  butcher’s 

license .  1  00 

To  cash  received,  Walter  A.  Gaskill,  grass  1  00 

To  cash  received,  W.  G.  Pond,  clerk 

Third  District  Court .  52  16 

To  cash  received,  R.  H.  Chamberlain, 

master  House  of  Correction . . .  15  00 

To  cash  received,  J.  B.  Driscoll,  old  stove  2  00 

To  cash  received,  J.  B.  Driscoll,  one-half 

fees,  hay  scales .  18  35 

To  cash  received,  S.  Warren  Cook,  auc¬ 
tioneer’s  license . 2  00 

To  cash  received,  Charles  P.  Fleming, 

for  fumigating . . . 3  00 

To  cash  received,  George  Scisco,  tuition  3  50 

To  cash  received,  Mr.  Austin,  Uxbridge, 

tuition .  14  00 
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To  cash  received,  M.  &  U.  St.  Ry.  Co., 

Grove  license .  25  00 

To  cash  received,  M.  &  U.  St.  Ry.  Co., 

bowling  alleys .  6  00 

To  cash  received,  M.  &  U.  St.  Ry.  Co., 

skating  rink .  4  00 

To  cash  received,  F.  J.  Dutcher,  Secre¬ 
tary  District  School  Committee .  416  66 

To  cash  received,  County  Treasurer,  dog 

tax  . 203  66 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  in¬ 
spection  cattle .  18  75 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  Corpor¬ 
ation  tax . 42  03 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  Bank 

tax . . .  513  18 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  State  - 

aid .  648  00 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  burial 

soldier .  35  00 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  Street 

Railway  tax .  82  52 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  assist¬ 
ant  in  High  School .  300  00 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  State 

road . 109  60 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  income 

School  fund .  1,227  50 

To  cash  received,  Leonard  T.  Gaskill, 

Collector,  1903 .  2  64  ' 

To  cash  received,  Leonard  T.  Gaskill, 

Collector,  1904.. .  233  97 

To  cash  received,  Leonard  T.  Gaskill, 

Collector,  1905 .  1,163  45 

To  cash  received,  Leonard  T.  Gaskill, 

Collector,  1906 .  7,664  12 

- $17,905  64 

The  Treasurer  credits  himself  with  paying  the  following 
sums,  viz : 

By  paying  126  Town  orders .  $9,295  05 

“  School  Committee .  2,165  3 2 

“  4  Town  notes .  3,500  00 

“  Interest  on  same .  168  17 

“  2  notes  new  school  building.  650  00 

“  Interest  on  notes  new  school 
building .  436  10 
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By  paying  County  tax .  700  00 

“  State  tax .  700  00 

By  cash  on  hand  to  balance .  291  00 

- $17,905  64 

By  cash  on  hand,  Excise  tax .  183  59 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL,  Treasurer. 
Mendon,  February  7,  1907. 


AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 

Dr. 

To  cash  received  of  Leonard  T.  Gaskill, 

Treasurer,  1906-1907,  deposited  in 

Milford  Savings  Bank .  $1,065  18 

To  cash  deposited  in  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  Savings .  51 1  87 

To  cash  received  as  interest  of  Worcester 

County  Institution  for  Savings .  17  89 

To  cash  received  as  interest  of  Milford 

Savings  Bank .  36  49 

- $1,631 43 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  one  Town  order .  $63  40 

By  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank .  1,038  27 

By  cash  deposited  in  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  Savings .  529  76 

1 —  $1,631 43 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL,  Treasurer. 

Mendon,  February,  7,  1907. 


SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of 
expenditures  of  the  Town  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  February  7, 
1907 : 

INCIDENTALS. 


Dr.  K.  A.  Campbell,  services  for  Jas.  H.  Wilbur . 

Glenville  C.  Coffin,  fighting  fire . 

Milo  A.  Gaskill  44  44 . 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  cash  paid  fighting  fire . . 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  inspecting  animals . . . 

Austin  Peters,  stamp  for  board  of  health . 

E.  L.  Smith,  sealing  hay  scales . . . 

Jas.  Ryan,  stamp  for  sealer  of  weights  and  measures 
Milford  Journal  Co.  notice  for  sealer  of  weights  and 

measures . . 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  two  bags  phosphate  for  monument  and 

P.  O.  corner . . . 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  work  in  old  cemetery . 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  cash  paid  for  stove  and  pipe  for  ex¬ 
tinguisher  room . 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  cash  paid  for  work  at  tub . 

J.  M.  French,  fumigating  6  houses . 

N.  E.  T.  &  T.  Co.,  use  of  telephone . 

H.  M.  Curtiss,  coal  for  fire  department . 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  Treasurer,  to  correct  error . 

Edw.  F.  Driscoll,  ballot  clerk,  2  bills . 

Arthur  V.  Pond,  44  4  4  4  4  4  4  . 

Clarence  A.  Taft,  teller  4  4  4  4  . 

Herbert  J.  George  4  4  4  4  4  4  . 

Edward  A.  Whiting  44  . 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  cash  paid  work  on  engine,  etc . 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  use  of  room  and  fire  for  engine . 

H.  C.  Snell,  services  in  criminal  cases . . 

H.  C.  Snell,  H.  Boyd  and  JohnC.  Wood,  services  in 

same . 

H.  C.  Snell  and  John  Hogarth,  services  in  criminal 
cases . . . 


$42  00 
3  00 

2  10 

3  20 
37  5o 

1  75 
1  00 
1  00 


40 


3  3° 

3  00 


2  00 

1  00 
25  00 

105  32 

7  75 

175  00 

5  00 
5  °o 
5  00 
5  00 

2  00 
2  25 

16  00 


35  15 


16  30 


9  97 
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A.  E.  Brown,  caie  of  lawns .  12  00 

Steere  &  Brown,  stamps  and  sundries,  2  bills .  «j  39 

Williams  &  Williams,  services  in  Gaskill  vs.  Mendon  170  29 

Gilbert  C.  Eastman,  surveying  and  court  attendance 

in  same . . .  24  25 

C.  H.  Allen,  services  in  same,  2  bills .  22  00 

Williams,  Williams  &  Vincent,  legal  services .  7  00 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  cash  paid  recording  deed . .  69 

E.  C.  Barry,  work  at  tub .  60 

Geo.  W.  Wood,  returning  3  deaths .  .  75 

H.  C.  Adams,  insurance . .  197  90 

Worcester  County  abstracts  for  assessors .  8  25 

F.  C.  Lowell,  services  as  fireward . .  2  40 

John  Hogarth  “  “  and  watching  July 

3-4>  l9°5  ; . ----- .  3  00 

John  Hogarth,  services  watching  July  3-4,  1906 .  2  00 

Wm.  H.  French,  services  nights  July  3-4,  1906 . .  4  00 

H.  A.  Barney,  brick  and  carting  for  record  room .  3  38 

Dr.  K.  A.  Campbell,  returning  8  deaths . .  2  00 

Edw.  F.  Driscoll,  services  July  3-4,  1906 .  2  00 

F.  C.  Wood,  u  “  “  “  .  2  00 


$990  89 

STATE  AID  TO  PENSIONERS,  CHAP.  374,  ACTS  1899 

Joanna  Curley . .  $48  00 

Lowell  C.  Cook . . 48  00 

Albert  V.  French .  48  00 

Susan  1  Iall  Taft . . 48  00 

Rufus  Hazard  and  wife .  80  00 

Sarah  Holbrook .  48  00 

Pauline  Kingman .  48  00 

John  S.  McDonald .  48  00 

Sylvester  Moores .  72  00 

Eliza  A.  Munsell .  48  00 

Waterman  Taft . 48  00 

James  H.  Wilbur . jo  00 

Levi  Bennett . 24  00 

Milton  R.  Billings  and  wife  .  20  00 


$698  00 
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REPAIRS  OF  ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Geo.  B.  Cromb . . .  $1,884  87 

“  u  snow  bills,  3  bills .  20  65 

Wm.  C.  Robinson,  snow  bill . .  .  6  47 

$27  12 

vSTATE  ROAD. 

M.  &  U.  Street  Railway  Co.,  gravel .  $142  20 

Geo.  B.  Cromb,  labor  and  cash  paid .  57  13 

$!99  33 

SIDEWALK,  MAIN  AND  HASTINGS  STREETS. 

M.  M.  Aldrich,  labor  and  cash  paid .  $73  77 

Geo.  B.  Cromb,  “  “  “  .  39  52 

$113  29 

TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

H.  C.  Adams,  4  orders .  .  $240  00 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

H.  C.  Adams,  services  as  town  clerk,  registrar,  etc.  $42  70 

“  cash  paid  out . .  10  58 

Nathan  R.  George,  Auditor . 6  00 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  Assessor  and  use  of  team .  55  00 

C.  H.  Allen,  Assessor  and  cash  paid .  56  50 

Luther  W.  Holbrook,  Assessor  and  use  of  team .  50  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  Selectman . 50  00 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  Selectman  .  35  00 

Moses  U.  Gaskill,  “  .  30  00 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  Treasurer  and  cash  paid .  53  56 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  Collector  of  taxes,  1903 .  65  00 

Geo.  L.  Taft,  Constable,  2  months .  4  00 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  Constable  and  watching,  July 3-4,  1906  19  00 

$477  34 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 

Cash  paid  L.  T.  Gaskill .  $50  00 
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PRINTING. 


Cook  &  Sons,  Town  reports .  $56  00 

“  u  Scarlet  fever  notices .  2  00 

Milford  Journal  Co.,  Tax  bills .  2  50 

u  “  Envelopes . .'. .  2  00 

G.  M.  Billings,  Ballots .  9  00 

“  “  Tally  sheets .  3  50 

Chronotype  Printing  Co.,  Assessors’  blanks .  3  45 

Sanford,  Putnam  &  Co.,  Books  for  Assessors . .  11  10 


$89  55 


CARE  AND  SUPPLIES  FOR  TOWN  HALL. 


Philip  S.  Coffin,  wood . 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  wood,  2  bills . 

Harold  M.  Curtiss,  coal,  2  bills  . 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  stove  and  cash  paid . 

E.  C.  Kinsley,  janitor,  services  to  April  1,  $65  and 

oil,  etc.,  $8 . 

E.  C.  Kinsley,  janitor,  services  to  July  1,  and  cash  paid 
A.  C.  Eldredge,  setting  glass . 


$1 

50 

4 

25 

23 

25 

2 

65 

73 

00 

l9 

01 

1 

00 

$124 

66 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS,  SCHOOL  BOOKS,  INCIDEN¬ 
TALS  AND  TRANSPORTATION. 

School  department .  $3,400  00 


SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 


Overseers  of  Poor,  10  orders 


$1,000  00 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Incidentals .  $990  89 

State  Aid,  Chap.  374,  Acts  1899 .  698  00 

Roads  and  bridges .  1,884  ^7 

Snow  bills . 27  12 

State  road . 199  33 

Sidewalk . . .  1 13  29 

Taft  Public  Library .  240  00 

Town  officers . 477  34 

Memorial  Day . 50  00 

Printing . . . 89  55 

Care  and  supplies,  Town  Hall . .  ....  124  66 

Schools . 3,400  00 

Poor .  1,000  00 


$9’295  °5 

LIST  OF  JURORS. 


NAME 

Frank  Taft, 

George  R.  Ford, 

Ora  P.  Davenport, 
Clarence  A.  Taft, 
Leonard  T.  Gaskill, 
Edward  C.  Kinsley, 
Luther  W.  Holbrook, 
Frank  M.  Aldrich, 
John  B.  Warner, 
Alfred  I.  Barrows, 
Albion  A.  Gaskill, 
Felix  H.  Bibeaux, 
James  J.  Nutter, 
William  J.  Bullard, 


OCCUPATION. 

Farmer. 

Farmer. 

Farmer. 

Farmer. 

Retired. 

Shoe  Dealer. 
Farmer. 

Farmer. 

Farmer. 

Teamster. 

Farmer. 

Farmer. 

Supt.  Gas  Works 
Farmer. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


Schools . . 

Roads  and  bridges. 

Poor . 

Taft  Public  Library 

Interest . 

Incidentals . 

Town  Debt 
Memorial  Day 


$3,400  00 
1,500  00 
1,000  00 
250  00 
600  00 
500  00 
650  00 
50  00 


$7,95°  00 


TO 


The  Selectmen  report  that  the  available  assets  of  the  town 


are  as  follows : 

Due  from  Collector  of  Taxes,  1904 .  $7  40 

44  44  44  1905 .  602  28 

44  4  4  4  4  1906 .  2,255  °9 

44  State  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  374,  Acts  1899 

to  Jan.  1,  190 7 .  674  00 

Due  from  State  aid  to  soldiers,  2  months  to  March  1, 

1907 .  132  00 

Due  from  State,  balance  corporation  tax .  20  23 

Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer . . . . .  291  00 


$3,982  00 

The  liabilities  of  the  town,  so  far  as  known,  are  as  follows  : 


Due  Town  officers .  $195  00 

44  Milford  Savings  Bank,  4  notes .  3,500  00 

4  4  4  4  44  4  4  34  44  . .  l  1,050  00 

$14,745  °° 

Net  indebtedness  of  the  town . .  $10,763  00 

Austin  Wood  Relief  Fund,  1  order . . .  $63  40 


Receipts  and  expenditures  of  monies  of  Street  Railway 
Companies,  to  be  expended  on  highways: — 


Received  of  State  Treasurer .  $82  52 

4  4  4  4  M.  &  U.  Street  Railway  Co.,  297  61 

4  4  4  4  M.,  A.  &  W.  Street  Railway 

Co .  33  60 

- -  $4!3  73 

Paid  for  sidewalk .  8113  29 

44  snow  bills .  27  12 

Balance  on  State  road  account .  89  73 

44  in  hands  of  Treasurer .  183  59 

- 1 - $4*3  73 


Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  M.  TAFT, 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 
MOSES  U.  GASKILL, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


Mendon,  Feb.  7,  1907. 


COLLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


1903. 

Dr. 


To  balance  uncollected  Feb.  5,  1906 .  $2  29 

Interest  received .  35 

-  $2  64 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $2  64 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1903. 

Mendon,  Feb.  7,  1907* 


r9°4- 

Dr. 


To  balance  uncollected  Feb.  5,  1906 
Interest  received . 


Cr. 


$219  47 
31  9° 

-  $251  37 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $233  97 

Abatements .  10  00 

Amount  uncollected .  7  40 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 


$251 


Mendon,  Feb.  7,  1907. 


Collector  of  Taxes,  1904. 


37 


1905. 


Dr. 


$1,801  48 


To  balance  uncollected  Feb.  5,  1906 .  $1,750  03 

Interest  received .  51  45 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $1,163  45 

Abatements .  3(5  75 

Amount  uncollected .  602  28 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 


$1,801  48 


Mendon,  Feb.  7,  1907. 


Collector  of  Taxes,  1905. 


1906. 

Dr. 


To  taxes  committed  lor  collection .  $9,609  32 

Additional  assessments 

Excise  tax,  M.  &  U.  Street  Railway 

Company . „ .  297  61 

Excise  tax,  M.,  A.  &  W.  Street  Railway 

Company .  33  60 

Interest  received .  16  74 

- $9-957  27 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer . .  $7,664  12 

Abatements . . .  38  06 

Amount  uncollected .  2,255  °9 

— - —  $9,957  27 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1906. 


Mendon,  Feb.  7,  1907. 


HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR'S  REPORT. 


The  Highway  Surveyor  submits  the  following  report  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  February  2,  1907  : — 

He  debits  himself  with  cash  on  27  orders .  $1911  99 

He  credits  himself  with  paying  the  following  bills : — 


George  B.  Cromb,  for  team  labor . 

C.  B.  Williams,  for  labor  with  team 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  for  labor  with  team . 

Walter  Gaskill,  for  labor  with  team . 

Michael  Broughy,  for  labor  with  team 

Charles  Kingman . . . . . 

Henry  Moores . 

William  Kelley . . 

Thomas  Pierce  . . . . . 

F red  Cain .  . 

Albert  Cromb . 

Timothy  Curley . 

Thomas  Curley . .  . 

Joe  De Costa  .  .  . 

Joe  Alves . . 

Earle  Gaskill . 

Leon  Paddock 

E.  A.  Harding . . . 

Pierre  Girouad 

William  Brown  . 

C.  A.  Austin .  . 

Manuel  Rogers  . 

W.  C.  Robinson  . 

G.  B.  Cromb,  as  highway  surveyor . 

Horace  C.  Adams,  for  gravel 

Mary  E.  Dudley,  44  44  . 

A.  D.  Davenport,  4  4  44  . . 

William  Kendall,  44  4  4  . 

Henry  Gaskill,  44  44  . 

Liberty  Freeman,  44  44  . 

J.  II.  Strusse,  44  44  . 

A.  D.  Whiting,  4  4  44 


2S1 95 

344  50 
88  50 
o  38 

47  5° 
136  52 

>43  5i 
82  32 
53  37 
52  5 1 
6  75 
43  63 
T3  62 


/:> 

5° 

12 

88 

88 

00 


o 

5 

42  00 
28  50 
70  §9 
1 50 
2S3  >5 

I  I  20 

38  72 

I  I  40 
19  20 

2  OO 
2  OO 

7  36 
7  °4 


H 

L.  B.  Gaskill,  for  gravel  $2  00 

F.  H.  Wood,  44  44  3  52 

Alcy  Gaskill,  44  44  6  50 

Annie  Lawless,  supplies .  80 

Norris,  Staples  &  Gould,  supplies .  17  65 

E.  C.  Barry,  repairs .  12  50 

J.  B.  Driscoll,  repairs  .  75 


$1,884  87 

SNOW  BILLS. 

March  20,  1906. 

G.  B.  Cromb,  labor  on  snow .  $6  50 

4  4  4  4  team  4  4  4  4  4  4  .  3  cjo 

C.  Robinson,  labor  on  snow  with  team  6  47  $16  47 

William  Kelley,  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  75  75 

Jan.  30,  1907. 

G.B.  Cromb,  labor  on  snow.  . .  5  88 

4  4  4  4  4  4  4  4  .  4  02  9  9° 


$i,9J  1  99 

Amount  expended  for  general  repairs .  $1,884  87 

Team  work .  781  83 

Appropriations  for  general  repairs .  1,500  00 

Money  received  for  excise  tax .  384  87 

Amount  expended  for  clearing  road  of  snow .  27  12 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  B.  CROMB, 

Highway  Surveyor. 


REPORT  OF  THE  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  Feb.  4,  1907. 

Ella  Ellis,  John  B.  Mellen,  Edna  French,  Mary  Johnson, 
Rosana  Inman,  Mary  Hayward  and  family,  Thomas  Gardner 
and  Annie  McViety,  (having  a  legal  settlement  in  Mendon) 
and  George  W.  Scisco,  (having  a  legal  settlement  in  Milford) 
have  been  wholly  or  partially  supported. 

The  Overseers  charge  themselves  writh  the  receipt  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  named  funds  belonging  to  the  town  : 

Balance  on  hand  from  last  year  $9  82 

Received  of  Thomas  Pierce  in  full  for  aid  rendered  21  08 
Received  from  Mary  Daley,  c^sh,  etc.,  left  by  Ro¬ 
sana  Inman  amounting  to . . .  30  00 

Ten  town  orders . , .  1 ,000  00 

Received  from  Town  of  Milford  .  6  00 


$1,066  90 

The  Overseers  credit  themselves  with  paying  the  following 
amounts,  viz  : 

F 04*  support  of  Ella  Ellis  $163  36 

John  B.  Mellen  177  00 

Edna  French .  71  75 

Mary  Johnson .  204  50 

Rosana  Inman  .  240  00 

Mary  Hayward  and  family .  1  60 

Thomas  Gardner .  99  1 1 

Annie  McViety .  31  43 

George  W.  Scisco .  6  00 

Cash  paid  for  stamps,  paper,  etc  .  1  57 

Edward  L.  Smith,  services  as  overseer,  1906  6  00 


George  R.  Ford,  services  as  overseer,  1906 .  $  6  00 

Clair  W.  Freeman,  services  as  overseer,  1906.. .  45  00 

Cost  of  supporting  the  poor  for  the  year  ending  Feb- - 

ruary  4,  1907 .  $1,053  32 

Cash  in  hands  of  Overseers  to  balance . . .  13  58 

$1,066  90 

CLAIR  W.  FREEMAN, 

GEORGE  R.  FORD, 

E.  L.  SMITH, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

Mendon,  Feb.  4,  190 7. 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK 


DOGS  REGISTERED  IX  1906. 


95  male  dogs,  . 
11  female  dogs  . 


$190  00 
55  00 

-  $245  00 


Registration  fees, 

Paid  County  Treasurer, 


$21  20 
22.3  80 

-  $245  00 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IX  1906. 


DATE  OF 
BIRTH. 

1905. 
Aug.  12 

1906. 
Jan.  27 
Feb.  5 
Mar.  5 
May  31 
June  10 
July  3 
July  15 
July  31 
Aug.  4 
Aug.  11 
Aug.  15 
Aug.  15 
Dee.  15 
Dee.  16 


NAME  OF  CHILD. 

James  Evenson  Marsh, 


NAMES  OF  PARENTS. 
Aaron  C.  and  Xellie  Grant. 


Myla  Frances  Thayer, 
Disolena  Montani, 
Charlotte  Etta  Marlow, 
Carl  Henry  Svedine, 
Richard  Ellsworth  Hazard, 
Fred  Edmond  Learned, 
Gertrude  Moores  Anthony, 
Helen  Engabech  Wise, 
Russell  Wilfred  Claflin, 
Donald  Bennett  Lowell, 
Albert  William  Irons, 
Frances  Gertrude  Irons, 
Eugene  Nathaniel  Rhodes, 
Ella  Mabel  Beals, 


George  E.  and  Minnie  F.  Bicknell. 
Santo  and  Giuesseppa  Gralla. 
Louis  L.  and  Carrie  M.  Fickett. 
Lars  and  Mathilda  Niclason. 
Richard  E.  and  Xellie  I.  Wheeler, 
Deforest  E.  and  Nora  E.  Lytle 
Lewis  S.  and  Sabry  N.  Moores. . 
Leon  O.  and  Leonora  Wilson. 
Wilfred  T.  and  Agnes  Hogarth. 
Freeman  C.  and  Joanna  G.  Taft. 
George  and  Anna  Davis. 

George  and  Anna  Davis. 

.John  X.  and  Jane  Hogarth. 
Edmund  T.  and  Ella  M.  Bell. 


MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IX  1906. 


DATE  OF 

MARRIAGE.  NAME  OF  GROOM  ANI)  BRIDE. 

1906 

Feb.  21  Benjamin  Irving  Barrows, 
Florence  Bertha  Rhodes, 

Apr.  4  Harry  Louis  Willard, 

Alice  Frances  Bowen, 

May  1  Eugene  Lawrence  Coffin, 

Alice  Belle  Downing, 


RESIDENCE. 


Mendon. 

Bellingham,  Mass. 
Milford,  Mass, 
Mendon. 

Mendon. 

Hopedale,  Mass. 


iS 


DATE  OF 

MARRIAGE.  NAME  OF  GROOM  AND  BRIDE. 

1906 

June  •  4  Arthur  Eugene  Brown, 

Edna  Melissa  Caswell, 

June  10  James  Edward  Killion, 

Flora  Emma  Gardner, 

Sept.  5  Edgar  L.  White, 

Lillian  Freeman, 

Sept.  19  William  Sayles  Southwick, 

Alice  Emily  Fisher, 

Oct.  10  Arthur  George  Beal, 

Caroline  Staples  Wood, 

Oct.  17  Charles  Augustus  Johnson, 

Grace  Adelaine  Whiting, 

Nov.  28  Herbert  Lindon  Harvey, 

Bessie  Fisher, 

Dec.  1  Ernest  Mason  Smith, 

Amelia  Elizabeth  Chaffee, 


RESIDENCE. 


Mendon. 
Uxbridge,  Mass. 
Milford,  Mass. 
Mendon. 

Mendon. 

Mendon. 

Mendon. 
Franklin,  Mass. 
Waterbury,  Conn. 
Mendon. 

Mendon. 

Mendon. 
Braintree,  Mass. 
Mendon. 

Mendon. 

Mendon. 


DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1906. 


DATE  OF  AGE 


DEATH 

1906 

NAME  OF  DECEASED. 

Y. 

M. 

D. 

Feb. 

5 

Mary  Daniels  Bartlett, 

76 

2 

15 

Feb. 

17 

Annette  L.  Weatherhead, 

81 

9 

30 

March 

2 

Hiram  C.  Chi  Ison, 

81 

5 

6 

March  30 

Hannah  S.  Swan, 

86 

— 

— 

April 

4 

David  H.  Hill, 

65 

3 

18 

May 

2 

Dennis  Holland, 

74 

— 

— 

May 

9 

Andre  Southwick, 

88 

5 

8 

June 

20 

James  Decatur  Bullock, 

72 

3 

15 

June 

29 

William  D.  Kelley, 

22 

3 

— 

Aug. 

21 

Frances  G.  Irons, 

— 

— 

7 

Sept. 

22 

John  L.  Davenport, 

66 

11 

23 

Oct. 

5 

Mary  C.  Claflin, 

71 

5 

15 

Nov. 

24 

Rosannah  Inman, 

85 

6 

9 

Dec. 

24 

Louisa  A.  Frink, 

86 

5 

20 

Dec. 

26 

Bufus  B.  Briggs, 

94 

5 

7 

Your  attention  is  called  to  the  above  list  of  births,  mar¬ 
riages  and  deaths,  with  the  request  that  they  be  carefully  exam¬ 
ined,  and  if  errors  or  omissions  are  discovered  please  report  them 
to  the  town  clerk,  that  the  record  may  be  corrected.  The  im¬ 
portance  of  a  correct  and  complete  registration  cannot  be  over¬ 
estimated.  The  decision  of  questions  of  legitimacy,  legal  settle¬ 
ment  in  towns,  or  other  contested  points,  often  depends  solely 
upon  facts  which  can  in  no  way  be  obtained  except  from  the 
records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths.  Several  instances  have 
occurred  at  this  office  during  the  past  year,  in  which  parties  have 
been  put  to  much  trouble  and  expense  in  proving  pension  claims, 
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wholly  through  the  neglect  of  parties  interested  to  give  proper 
attention  to  the  record  of  their  birth  or  marriage.  If  all  would* 
realize  the  importance  of  correct  and  complete  registration,  and 
would  see  to  it,  that  in  their  particular  case  it  was  properly 
done,  much  needless  expense  and  delay  in  connecting  families 
and  establishing  claims  could  in  the  future  be  obviated. 

Herewith  are  extracts  from  the  Revised  Laws.  Section  6 
of  Chapter  29,  requires  that  “Parents  within  forty  days  after 
the  birth  of  a  child,  and  every  householder,  within  forty  days 
after  a  birth  in  his  house,  shall  cause  notice  thereof  to  be  given 
to  the  clerk  of  the  city  or  town  in  which  such  child  is  born. 
Every  householder  in  whose  house  a  death  occurs,  shall,  within 
five  days  thereafter,  cause  notice  to  be  given  to  the  board  of 
health,  or,  if  the  selectmen  constitute  such  board,  to  the  town 
clerk.”  Section  29  of  Chapter  15 1,  requires:  “If a  marriage 
is  solemnized  in  another  state  between  parties  living  in  this  com¬ 
monwealth,  who  return  to  dwell  here,  they  shall,  within  seven 
days  after  their  return,  file  with  the  clerk  or  registrar  of  the  city 
or  town  in  which  either  of  them  have  lived  at  the  time  of  their 
marriage,  a  certificate  or  declaration  of  their  marriage,  includ¬ 
ing  the  facts  relative  to  marriages  which  are  required  by  law.” 

Blanks  for  making  all  necessary  returns  can  always  be  ob¬ 
tained  at  the  office  of  the  town  clerk. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

Town  Clerk. 


Mendon,  Feb.  6,  1907. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  TflET  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


The  board  organized  April  21,  1906.  ~  The  Trustees  are 
pleased  to  report  the  continued  usefulness  and  prosperity  of  the 
library.  As  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the  librarian,  good 
progress  has  been  made  in  re-classifying  and  cataloguing  the 
books.  It  is  hoped  the  work  will  be  practically  finished  during 
the  coming  year.  The  time  had  come  when  a  new  classification 
and  a  more  comprehensive  catalogue  was  needed,  if  the  full  ben- 
efit  of  the  library  to  the  citizens  of  the  town  was  to  be  obtained. 
The  method  used  is  that  known  as. the  Dewey  system,  and  is 
adopted  by  all  libraries  at  the  present  time.  We  hope  the  patrons 
will  find  it  an  aid  in  the  use  of  this  library.  A  fine  portrait  of 
the  late  Rev.  Adin  Ballou  has  been  given  by  the  Estate  of  Delano 
Patrick  of  Hopedale.  The  donations. of  books  from  the  Estates 
of  Mary  D.  Bartlett  of  Mendon,  and  Rev.  Carlton  A.  Staples  of 
Lexington,  are  valuable  acquisitions  to  the  library. 

In  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Mendon,  the  trustees  tender 
thanks  to  all  who  have  donated  books,  pictures  or  other  matter 
to  the  library  the  past  year.  Miss  Annie  W.  Gaskill,  who  has 
so  efficiently  served  as  librarian  the  past  two  years,  declined  a 
re-election.  The  trustees  have  been  fortunate  in  securing  the 
services  of  Mrs.  Herbert  J.  George  for  the  ensuing  year.  Mrs. 
George  having  had  charge  of  the  classification  of  the  books  and 
the  making  of  the  catalogue,  will  be  especially  well  qualified  to 
aid  the  patrons  of  the  library  in  its  use.  The  trustees  recom¬ 
mend  an  appropriation  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  the 
use  of  the  library  the  ensuing  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 
GEORGE  M.  TAFT, 

FRANK  H.  WOOD, 
HERBERT  F.  TAYLOR, 
Trustees  Taft  Public  Library. 


Mendon,  Feb.  7,  1907. 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Trustees  of  The  Taft  Public  Library: — 

The  Library  was  re-opened  February  io,  1906,  for  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  books. 

The  total  number  of  books  taken  out  during  the  year  was 
4310.  The  largest  delivery  any  Saturday  was  119;  the  smallest 
51  ;  average  85. 

The  books  in  the  Library  with  the  exception  of  the  period¬ 
icals  and  fiction  have  been  re-classified  according  to  the  Dewey 
system,  which  divides  all  printed  matter  into  ten  classes:  Gen¬ 
eral  works,  as  dictionaries,  etc.,  philosophy,  religion,  sociology, 
philology,  natural  science,  useful  arts,  fine  arts,  literature  and 
history,  which  includes  biography  and  travel.  According  to  this 
new  classification,  the  delivery  was  as  follows  :  Philosophy,  8  ; 
religion,  19;  sociology,  11  ;  natural  science,  41  ;  useful  arts,  22; 
fine  arts,  2  ;  literature,  85  ;  biography,  7 2  ;  history,  145  ;  travel 
83;  fiction,  3611  ;  periodicals,  21 1. 

The  total  number  of  books  in  the  Library  is  5300,  293  hav¬ 
ing  been  added  the  past  year.  The  town  has  purchased  86  of 
these  and  207  have  been  given.  The  late  Mrs.  M.  D.  Bartlett 
gave  84  of  these  besides  several  pamphlets  ;  Rev.  Chas.  J. Staples 
sent  83  as  a  gift  from  his  father,  the  late  Rev.  C.  A.  Staples ; 
20  were  given  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth ;  4  by  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission;  2  volumes  and  several 
pamphlets  by  the  U.  S.  National  Museum  ;  2  by  the  Smithson¬ 
ian  Institution ;  1  by  State  Board  of  Charity;  1  by  Dept,  of  the 
Interior;  2  vols.  of  Harper’s  and  2  of  Outing  magazines  un¬ 
bound,  by  Julius  A.  George;  4  volumes  of  McClure’s  unbound, 
by  H.  C.  Adams;  which  magazines  have  since  been  bound ;  1 
volume  by  Earl  B.  Lowell  ;.i  by  Mrs.  Chas.  Homer  Perry.  One 
year  of  “Good  Housekeeping”  magazines  and  several  others 
were  given  by  Mrs.  F.  M.  Kinsley  ;  a  number  of  magazines, 
mostly  “Outlooks,”  were  given  by  Miss  Elizabeth  Ham. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNIE  W.  GASKILL, 
Librarian. 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public 
Library  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  5,  1907. 

Dr. 

To  balance  from  account  of  1906 . $47  49 

To  cash  received  on  4  town  orders .  240  00 

To  cash  received  for  fines .  7  8° 


$295  29 
Cr. 

Paid  G.  M.  Billings,  slips .  $1  00 

“  G.  C.  Coffin,  fuel  and  expressage .  6  25 

“  Lena  W.  George,  labor  on  catalogue .  40  80 

“  Florence  H.  Towne  “  “  “  .  21  00 

“  Annie  W.  Gaskill  “  “  “  .  2  15 

“  G.  E.  Stimpson  &  Co.,  cabinet  and  cards .  22  60 

“  The  W.  B.  Clark  Co.,  books .  15 

u  Denholm  &  McKay,  books . 3  96 

“  A.  Gallant,  labor  .  2  80 

“  E.  L.  Videtto,  labor  .  25  00 

“  Steere  &  Browne,  merchandise  3  88 

“  G.  M.  Taft,  labor  and  material .  5  95 

“  H.  M.  Curtiss,  lime  and  cement  2  25 

“  A.  E.  Brown,  care  of  yard  .  5  25 

“  J.  B.  Townley,  binding  12  40 

“  H.  C.  Adams,  labor,  $1.20;  cash  paid,  $3.38  4  58 

“  Annie  W.  Gaskill,  services  as  librarian .  50  00 

Cash  on  hand .  9  27 


$295  29 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

Treasurer. 


Mendon,  Feb.  6,  1907. 


AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  all  the  Town  Officers  who 
have  received  or  disbursed  funds  belonging  to  the  Town  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  4,  1907,  and  find  them  correctly 
kept  and  with  proper  vouchers. 

NATHAN  R.  GEORGE, 

Auditor. 


Mendon,  February  12,  1907. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  MENDON, 


FOR  THE 


SCHOOL  YEAR  1906-7 


MILFORD,  MASS.: 

Press  of  Milford  Journal  Co. 
*9°7 ' 


ORGANIZATION  OF 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  1906-1907. 


FRANK  H.  WOOD,  Chairman, 

Term 

expires 

I9°9 

GEORGE  SCRIVEN, 

u 

u 

1908 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL,  Secretary. 

1 1 

u 

1907 

Superintendent. 

HERBERT  F.  TAYLOR, 

Term  began 

1902 

Truant  Officers. 

EDWARD  C.  KINSLEY,  LYMAN  COOK, 

HERBERT  F.  TAYLOR. 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  REPORT. 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  : — 

Herewith  the  financial  report  of  your  School  Committee  for 
the  year  ending  Feb.  i,  1907,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

Receipts. 

Appropriation .  $3,400  00 

From  State,  account  Superintendent .  416  66 

4  4  4  4  4  4  school  fund..... .  1,227  50 

4  4  4  4  “  assistant  in  high 

school .  300  00 

From  County  Treasurer,  account  dog  tax  203  66 

44  George  Scisco,  Uxbridge,  tuition .  3  50 

44  Mr.  Austin,  Uxbridge,  tuition .  14  00 


$5>565  3  3 

Disbursements. 

Teachers’  salaries . $3,060  00 

Superintendent . 641  70 

Janitors .  336  00 

Fuel . 342  54 

Transportation .  61 1  00 

Text  books  and  supplies  284  45 

Incidentals . 168  33 


$5,444  02 

Balance  on  hand  Feb.  1,  1907  .  $121  30 

Teachers : — 

Edward  F.  Blood  450  00 

Rachel  -Spaulding .  200  00 

G.  J.  Leufgren  300  00 
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Mabelle  E.  Davis .  $200  00 

Elizabeth  I.  Ham .  432  00 

Margaret  A.  Spalton .  378  00 

Mary  E.  Dudley .  378  00 

Jessie  E.  Cook .  324  00 

Lillian  Freeman .  144  00 

Alice  G.  Coffin .  144  00 

Frank  H.  Lowell .  no  00 

- $3,060  00 

Superintendent .  $641  67 

Received  from  state  for  year .  416  66 


Net  cost  for  superintendent  for  year  $225  01 
Fuel : — 

William  Johnston  &  Co.,  coal .  $281  54 

Phillip  S.  Coffin,  wood .  29  00 

Lewis  Bates,  “  6  00 

Edward  H.  Taft,  “  10  00 

George  M.  Taft,  “  .  1  50 

L.  Francis  Thayer,  coal . .  14  50 

- —  $342  54 

Transportation : — 

A.  I.  Barrows . . .  $456  00 

Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co .  140  00 

Milford,  Attleboro  &  Woonsocket 

Ry.  Co  .  15  00 

-  $611  00 

Care  of  Rooms  : — 

George  H.  Whiting . . . .  $300  00 

Jessie  E.  Cook . . .  18  00 

Lillian  Freeman . . .  9  oo 

Alice  G.  Coffin . . . .  9  00 

-  $336  00 


Text  Books : — 


The  Palmer  Co. . . .  $2  10 

The  Scarborough  Co. . .  5  65 

L.  A.  Lamson  &  Co. . .  2  65 

Oliver  Ditson  &  Co. . . . .  3  00 

American  Book  Co. .  12  80 

J.  L.  Hammett  &  Co.  . .  55  4& 

Benj.  H.  Sanborn  &  Co. .  .  5  8° 


:> 

Rand,  McNally  &  Co.  $32  68 

Hinds,  Noble  &  El  dredge .  1  60 

Ginn  &  Co. . 29  46 

Edward  E.  Babb  &  Co. .  13  34 

Dodd,  Mead  &  Co.  .  85  00 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co.  .  14  89 

Kenny  Bros.  &  Walkins .  20  00 

-  $284  45 

Incidentals : — 

Howes  &  Howes  : — 

5  gal.  can  and  5  gallons  gasoline . ...  $1  55  $1  55 

Philip  S.  Coffin  : — 

Cartage . .  25  25 

H.  F.  Taylor:  — 

Telephone,  freight, ex.,  cartage,  etc  7  71 

Expenses  to  Springvale,  Me.,  in 

search  of  High  School  principal  6  25 

To  cash  for  pictures . .  4  90 

Expenses  to  Boston,  express  and 

cartage . 2  30 

One-third  of  500  stamped  envelopes  3  53 

Expenses,  freight,  cartage,  etc.  6  02  30  71 

Milford  Auto  Machine  Co  : — 

Sharpening  lawn  mower  75  75 

Joseph  H.  Dudley  : — 

Services  at  graduation  exercises .  1  00  1  00 

C.  S.  &  S.  S.  Hudson:— 

Glass  and  putty .  73  73 

Henry  W.  Brown  : — 

Sharpening  lawn  mower  twice .  1  00 

Repairing  clock  Albeeville  .  50  1  50 

Rufus  O.  Williams: — 

Use  of  well .  1  5°  1  5° 

Alfred  C.  Eldridge  : — 

Putting  up  flag  rope  at  schoolhouse  4  00  4  00 

George  B.  Cromb  : — 

Labor  and  material  for  repairing 

walks  at  new  school  building  2118 

Cleaning  vaults  new  school  building  2  00 

Gravel  and  labor  “  2  44  25  62 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons  : — 

Fence  wire  and  staples  1  24 

1  coupling  and  labor  on  pipes,  floor 
brush,  asphaltum,  flag  pole,  cord, 
etc  .  10  00 
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Labor  on  stove  pipe,  East  school- 

house  . . 

George  P.  Walcott : — 

Cheese  cloth  and  ribbon . . . 

Geo.  M.  Billings: — 

Printing  programs  for  graduation 

exercises . 

J.  H.  Tearle  : — 

Engrossing  3  diplomas  . 

George  H.  Whiting: — 

Labor  caring  for  lawn  at  North 

Ave.  schoolhouse . 

Cleaning  schoolhouse . 

John  B.  Warner: — 

Cash  paid  for  material  and  labor 
shingling  woodhouse  at  Albee- 

ville . 

William  H.  Bennett: — 

Taking  off  and  putting  on  storm 
windows,  setting  glass,  etc, East 

schoolhouse . 

George  Scriven : — 

Material  and  labor  repairing  fence 
around  North  Ave.  schoolhouse 

Services  District  Committee . 

Winchester  Tar  Disinfectant  Co  :— 

Disinfectants . 

Frank  H.  Wood: — 

Services  District  Committee 
Williams  &  Williams  : — 

For  advice . 

L.  T.  Gaskill : — 

Services  Secretary  School  Com¬ 
mittee .  . 

Services  District  Committee . 

“  Taking  School  Census _ 

Cash  paid  for  postage . 

“  for  car  fares . 

“  Mr.  Watson  for  repairing 

door  at  East  schoolhouse . 

Steere  &  Brown  : — 

Oil,  soap,  soap  powder, broom,  etc. 


75 

3  42 

5  00 
75 

10  00 

r5  75 

9  26 

2  42 

6  85 
1  25 

6  25 

1  25 

2  00 

10  00 

1  25 

7  00 

1  61 
60 

95 

2  1 2 


$12  99 

3  42 

5  00 
75 


25  75 


9  26 


2  42 


8  10 
6  25 

1  25 

2  00 


21  4 1 


2  12 
$168  33 


Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  H.  WOOD, 
GEORGE  SCRIVEN, 
LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 


.School  Committee. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Mendon  : 

Gentlemen : — I  herewith  submit  my  fifth  annual  report, 
and  the  thirteenth  of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

This  report  might  be  considered  a  report  of  progress,  for  as 
the  years  pass,  and  new  methods  and  ideas  in  education  are 
worked  out  by  actual  experience,  the  work  of  the  schools  must 
improve.  The  policy  of  the  Mendcn  schools  has  always  been 
conservative,  the  attempt  being  to  teach  the  fundamentals  rather 
than  the  so-called  frills.  This  policy  leaves  little  to  discuss  in  a 
report  of  this  nature,  for  the  actual  working  of  the  schools  is 
open  to  the  inspection  and  criticism  of  the  townspeople. 

There  is  a  topic  which  the  townspeople  will  do  well  to  dis¬ 
cuss  at  this  time,  namely,  the  future  policy  of  the  high  school. 
There  is  a  feeling,  more  or  less  pronounced,  that  the  boys  of  the 
community  who  have  no  wish  to  attend  a  college  or  technical 
school,  should  receive  more  attention  in  the  high  school  course 
of  study  than  at  present  prevails  in  the  high  schools  of  the  smaller 
towns  of  the  commonwealth.  The  entering  class  of  the  high 
school  of  Mendon  invariably  has  more  boys  than  girls,  and  the 
graduating  class  is  generally  composed  of  girls  only.  I  am 
pleased  to  report  that  I  have  received  excellent  reports  from  the 
young  ladies  of  Mendon  who  have  gone  to  normal  school  from 
our  school,  but  what  becomes  of  the  boys?  Do  they  occupy 
places  so  superior  to  the  boys  who  go  from  the  grammar  school, 
that  we  can  assure  ourselves  that  the  four  years  spent  in  prepara¬ 
tion  for  life  work  at  the  high  school  has  a  financial  value  as  well 
as  a  cultural  value?  While  we  are  compelled  by  law  to  offer 
those  courses  that  fit  for  the  higher  institutions,  is  it  not  possible 
to  so  arrange  a  course  that  the  bov  who  is  to  take  his  place  in  the 
community  immediately  after  graduation,  shall  by  reason  of  his 
high  school  study,  take  a  better  place,  and  fill  it  more  accept¬ 
ably?  The  cry  for  a  practical  education  was  never  more  em¬ 
phatic,  but  the  ability  to  meet  the  demand,  is  not  at  present  in 
evidence.  It  will  probably  come  from  a  longer  and  more  practi¬ 
cal  study  of  science,  and  that  this  will  be  possible  is  evident 
from  the  fact  that  text  books  on  Forestry,  Elementary  Agricul¬ 
ture,  and  kindred  topics  are  being  placed  on  the  market  now, 
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for  the  first  time.  The  solution  of  this  problem  should  be  of 
particular  interest  to  Mendon,  for  the  reason  mentioned  above. 

The  subject  of  Medical  Inspection  is  forced  on  us  by  a  re¬ 
cently  enacted  law,  and  provision  for  the  appointment  and  pay¬ 
ment  of  such  an  official  must  be  provided  for  at  the  coming  town 
meeting.  The  penalty  for  a  refusal  to  comply  with  terms  of  the 
law,  may  be  the  withholding  of  a  part  of  the  state  fund,  so  it  is 
imperative  that  the  matter  receive  careful  consideration.  Our 
case  is  somewhat  complicated  by  the  fact  that  there  is  no  resident 
physician  in  the  town. 

It  was  in  carrying  out  this  law,  that  the  sight  and  hearing  of 
all  the  pupils  of  the  town  has  been  tested,  and  the  results  of  the 
tests  are  appended. 

Number  of  pupils  examined  139 

Number  of  pupils  found  defective  in 

sight  or  hearing  54 

Per  cent,  of  children  defective  38.8 

The  high  school  opened  the  year  with  two  new  teachers, 
Mr.  Gunnar  J.  Leufgren,  a  graduate  of 'Boston  University,  and 
Miss  Mabelle  Davis,  whose  preparation  was  received  at  Mount 
Holyoke,  being  selected  from  many  candidates  for  the  positions. 
These  teachers  have  won  the  good  will  of  the  pupils,  and  have 
instilled  a  desirable  school  spirit. 

The  only  other  change  in  the  teaching  force  has  been  the 
election  of  Miss  Alice  Coffin  as  teacher  at  Albeeville,  to  take  the 
place  of  Miss  Freeman,  resigned. 

The  work  of  beautifying  the  building  so  splendidly  begun 
last  year  has  gone  on,  the  high  school  receiving  a  beautiful  pic¬ 
ture  from  Miss  Clara  Pond,  and  purchasing  two  from  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  a  lecture.  A  picture  has  also  been  secured  for  the 
grammar  school  through  the  generosity  of  the  people,  and  there 
are  funds  on  hand  from  the  receipts  of  the  performance  of  “Mr. 
Bob”  sufficient  to  purchase  three  fine  pictures.  The  thanks  of 
the  teachers  are  extended  to  all  who  have  helped  to  make  these 
results  possible. 

That  the  schools  of  Mendon  are  in  such  a  satisfactory  condi¬ 
tion  is  due  to  the  faithful  work  of  the  teachers,  and  I  wish  at  this 
time  to  express  my  appreciation  of  their  efforts. 

It  is  also  a  matter  for  congratulation  that  the  people  are  so 
kindly  disposed  toward  the  schools,  thereby  enabling  them  to  do 
the  work  of  education,  which  President  Roosevelt  has  declared 
“is  the  first  business  of  a  republic.” 

Respectfully  submitted, 

*  HERBERT  F.  TAYLOR, 

.Superintendent  of  Schools. 


SCHOOL  REGISTER  STATISTICS,  SEPTEMBER,  1905,  TO  JUNE,  1906. 
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School  Census  Statistics,  Sept.,  1906. 

Number  of  children  in  town  between  five  and  fifteen, 

X  umber  of  children  in  town  between  seven  and  fourteen, 


TO 


TEACHERS,  DECEMBER,  1906. 


SCHOOL. 

TEACHERS. 

WHERE  FITTED. 

High, 

1 

Gunnar  J.  Leufgren, 
Mabelle  E.  Davis, 

Boston  University. 

Mt.  Holyoke. 

Grammar, 

Elizabeth  I.  Ham, 
Margaret  J.  Spalton, 

Edward'Little  High  School. 

Intermediate, 

Salem  Normal. 

Primary, 

Mary  A.  Dudley, 

Mendon  High  School. 

East, 

Jessie  E.  Cook," 

Providence  Normal. 

Albeeville, 

Alice  G.  Coffin, 

Mendon  High  School. 

SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1906-1907. 


FALL  TERM, 

14  Weeks. 

WINTER  TERM. 

12  Weeks. 

SPRING  TERM, 

10  Weeks. 

- 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

Lower 

Schools, 
High  School; 
40  Weeks, 

Sept.  10, 
1906. 
Sept.  4, 
1906. 

Dec.  14, 
1906. 
Dec.  21, 
1906. 

Dec.  31, 
1906. 
Dec.  31, 
1906. 

Mar.  22, 
1907. 
Mar.  29, 
1907. 

April  8,  i 
1907. 
April  8, 
1907. 

June  14, 

I  1907. 

!  June  21, 
i  1907. 

\ 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1907-1908. 


FALL  TERM, 

14  Weeks. 

WINTER  TERM, 

12  Weeks. 

SPRING  TERM, 

10  Weeks. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

Lower 

Schools, 
High  School 
40  Weeks.] 

Sept.  9, 
1907. 
Sept.  3, 
1907. 

Dec.  13, 
1907. 
Dec.  20, 
1907. 

Dec.  30, 
1907. 
Dec.  30, 
1907. 

Mar.  20, 
1908. 
Mar.  27, 
1908. 

April  6, 
1908. 
April  6, 
1908. 

June  12, 
1908. 
June  19, 
1908. 

Graduating  Exercises  of  the 

MENDON  HIGH  SCHOOL 

AT  THE 

Unitarian  Church ,  Mendon ,  Friday  Evening,  June  22 ,  igo6. 

March,  .  .  .  .  .  . 

Frank  H.  Lowell. 

Hunting  Song,  .  .....  Caldicott 

School. 

Prayer,  .  •  .  .  x. 

Rev.  W.  S.  Ted  ford. 

Essay,  True  Heroism,  ...... 

Nancy  A.  Taft. 

Essay,  The  Noble  Use  of  Knowledge,  .... 

Annie  V.  Phillips. 

Song,  The  Red  Scarf,  .....  Bonheur 

School. 

Essay,  The  Results  of  Observation,  ..... 

Alice  G.  Coffin. 

Address,  ........ 

Rev.  Dr.  Franke  A.  Warfield,  Milford. 

Song,  Joys  of  Spring,  .  .  .  .  .  .  Geibel 

School. 

Presentation  of  Diplomas,  ...... 

Superintendent  Herp>ert  F.  Taylor. 

Songs,  Slumber  Song,  .....  Lohr 

Parting  and  Meeting,  ....  Mendelssohn 
School. 

GRADUATES. 

Latin  Course — Alice  Geneva  Coffin,  Annie  Viola  Phillips,  Nancy 
Amanda  Taft. 


Class  Motto — We  Finish,  to  Begin. 
Class  Colors — Red  and  White. 


ROLL  OF  HONOR 


The  following  pupils  have  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy  for 
the  consecutive  terms  specified. 


TWO  YEARS. 

Moses  M.  Coleman — Intermediate. 
Grace  Ferris — Albeeville. 


ONE  YEAR. 

Charles  V.  Driscoll,  Nina  M.  Burr,  Charlotte  A.  Snow — 
High. 

Lois  Congdon,  Edward  Taft,  Sumner  Coleman — Grammar, 

Leo  Gallant,  Forrest  Lowell — Intermediate. 

Gladys  B.  Blood,  Charles  H.  Holbrook — Primary. 

Charles  J.  Phillips,  Hilda  M.  Thayer,  Esther  Turnbull, 
William  G.  Turnbull,  Edmund  B.  Rowe — East. 

Charles  Ferris,  Almon  Beal — Albeeville. 


WINTER  AND  SPRING  TERMS. 

Nina  Taft,  Agnes  Harrington,  Carl  Taft — Grammar. 
Thomas  Flooks — Intermediate. 

G.  Kenneth  Taft — Primary. 

Catherine  Beaton,  William  Jordan,  Frank  Phillips,  Grace 
Thayer,  Doris  Thayer,  Margaret  Turnbull — East. 

George  Ferris — Albeeville . 


H 


FALL  TERM. 

Lewis  W.  Holbrook — High. 

Bertha  Beal,  Leslie  Burr,  Leonard  Burr,  Eva  Daley — 
Grammar. 

Arthur  Pierson,  Edith  Hoberg,  Mabel  Tempest,  Joseph 
Bartlett,  Mildred  Arrand — Intermediate. 

Margaret  McTurk,  Thomas  N.  McTurk,  Ernest  Hilton — 
East. 

Robert  Ferris,  Mary  I.  Miller,  John  Warner — Albeeville. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Lewis  W.  Holbrook — High. 

Grace  Taft — Grammar. 

Ernest  Parkinso  n — In  term  edi a  te . 

Ernest  Hilton — East. 

SPRING  TERM. 

Ralph  Gaskill,  Katherine  A.  Harrington — High. 

Carrie  Cromb,  Henry  Wood,  Leslie  Burr,  Vera  Wilson — 
Grammar. 

Helen  Holbrook,  Beatrice  Taft,  Corinne  Wood,  Marguerite 
Harrington  ,Ruth  Holbrook,  Edward  Kinsley — Intermediate. 

Beatrice  Barnes,  Geraldine  Fleming — Primary. 

Carl  Frens — East. 


TOWN  WARRANT 


Worcester,  ss. — To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  in 
the  County  of  Worcester,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Mendon, 
qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 
Town  Hall,  in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  fourth  day  of 
March  next,  punctually  at  9  o’clock,  a.  m.,  to  act  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  articles,  viz  : 

Article  i.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  in  said 
meeting. 

Article  2.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  several  town  offi¬ 
cers  and  committees  and  act  thereon. 

Article  3.  To  bring  in  their  votes  for  the  following 
officers — A  Town  Clerk  for  one  year;  three  Selectmen  for  one 
year ;  three  Assessors  for  one  year ;  three  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
for  one  year;  a  Town  Treasurer  for  one  year;  a  Collector  of 
Taxes  for  one  year;  an  Auditor  for  one  year;  one  Highway  Sur¬ 
veyor  for  one  year;  one  Constable  for  one  year;  three  Fence 
Viewers  for  one  year;  one  Trustee  of  the  Taft  Public  Library 
for  two  years ;  one  School  Committee  for  three  years ;  also  to 
bring  in  their  votes  “Yes”  or  “No”  in  answer  to  the  question, 
“Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in 
this  town ;”  all  on  one  ballot,  designating  the  office  intended  for 
each  person  voted  for. 

Article  4.  To  choose  all  other  necessary  town  officers 
for  the  year  ensuing. 

Article  5.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  are  necessary 
to  defray  town  charges  and  make  appropriations  for  the  same. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  list 
of  jurors  as  reported  bv  the  Selectmen,  or  make  any  alteration  in 
the  same. 

Article  7.  To  see  what  measures  the  town  will  adopt  to 
secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 
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Article  8.  To  see  il‘  the  town  will  authorize  the  Treas¬ 
urer  to  hire  money  to  pay  current  expenses  for  the  municipal 
year  commencing  March  4,  1907,  in  anticipation  of  the  collection 
of  the  taxes. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  continue  communica¬ 
tion  by  telephone  with  Milford,  as  security  against  destruction 
by  fire,  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  Memorial  day  services  and  appoint  a 
committee  to  expend  the  same. 

Article  ii.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap¬ 
propriate  any  sum  of  money  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  clear¬ 
ing  up  the  old  part  of  the  East  Mendon  or  Bicknell  Cemeterv, 
or  take  any  action  thereon. 

The  polls  may  be  closed  at  1  p.  m. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant,  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  thereof  at  each  of  the  following  places  in  said 
town,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meeting, 
viz  : — At  the  post-office,  and  on  the  guideboard  near  the  school- 
house  in  Albeeville,  and  at  the  post-office  in  South  Milford. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  or  Town  Clerk,  before 
the  time  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  ninth  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  seven. 

GEORGE  M.  TAFT, 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

MOSES  U.  GASKILL, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE  VARIOUS 

BOARDS  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS 


OF  THE 


TOWfi  OF  IWEjMDOR 


INCLUDING  REPORT  OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


FOR  THE 


Municipal  Year  Ending  March  2,  1908. 


[241st  annual  report.] 


MILFORD,  MASS. 
Milford  Journal  Company. 
1908. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


The  undersigned,  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  February  3,  1908,  respectfully  submits  an  ac¬ 
count  of  his  doings. 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  receiving  the  following 
sums,  viz : 


To  cash  received  of  the  Treasurer  for  the 

year  ending  February  7,  1907 .  $  291  00 

To  cash  borrowed  on  four  Town  notes....  4,000  00 
To  cash  received,  Steere  &  Brown,  tele¬ 
phone  tolls .  50  20 

To  cash  received,  N.  E.  T.  &  T.  Co.  com¬ 
mission  on  tolls .  17  90 

To  cash  received,  A.  E.  Southwick, 

butcher’s  license . 1  00 

To  cash  received,  'A.  E.  Southwick, 

rendering  license .  1  00 

To  cash  received,  Walter  A.  Gaskill, grass  1  00 

To  cash  received,  W.  G.  Pond,  clerk 

Third  District  Court .  50  00 

To  cash  received,  S.  Warren  Cook,  auc¬ 
tioneer’s  license .  2  00 

To  cash  received,  Walter  Wilbur, 

fumigating .  4  00 

To  cash  received,  H.  S.  Coleman, 

fumigating .  4  00 

To  cash  received,  Mr.  Austin,  Uxbridge, 

tuition . 17  00 

To  cash  received,  M.  &  U.  St.  Ry.  Co., 

Grove  license . .  50  00 

To  cash  received,  D.  H.  Barnes,  bowling 

alley  license .  6  00 

To  cash  received,  Buck  &  Taft,  skating 

rink  license . 15  00 
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To  cash  received,  F.  J.  Dutcher,  Secre¬ 
tary  District  School  Committee .  $416  66 

To  cash  received,  E.  A.  Brown,  County 

Treasurer,  dog  tax .  181  56 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer, 

inspection  of  animals .  18  00 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer, 

Corporation  tax .  57  7° 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer, 

National  bank  tax .  501  57 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  State 

aid .  674  00 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  Street 

Railway  tax .  43  79 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  assist¬ 
ant  in  High  School . , .  500  00 

To  cash  received,  State  Treasurer,  income 

School  fund .  1,229  99 

To  cash  received,  J.  B.  Driscoll,  one-half 

fees,  for  weighing .  1 7  18 

To  cash  received,  Julia  F.  Darling,  three 

Town  annals .  8  25 

To  cash  received,  H.  C.  Adams,  two 

Proprietors’  records .  6  00 

To  cash  received,  Austin  Wood,  Relief 

fund . 52  50 

To  cash  received,  A.  I.  Barrows .  52  00 

To  cash  received,  Roy  A.  Barrows .  18  00 

To  cash  received,  Leonard  T.  Gaskill, 

Collector,  1904 . 8  85 

To  cash  received,  Leonard  T.  Gaskill, 

Collector,  1905 .  584  08 

To  cash  received,  Leonard  T.  Gaskill, 

Collector,  1906 .  1,722  62 

To  cash  received,  Leonard  T.  Gaskill, 

Collector,  1907 .  7,944  64 


- $18, 547  49 


The  Treasurer  credits  himself  with  paying  the  following 
sums,  viz : 


By  paying  99  Town  orders . 

“  School  Committee . 

u  Town  notes . 

“  Interest  on  same . 

“  2  notes,  new  school  building. 


$8,979  >8 
2,345  2' 

4,000  OO 

185  17 

650  OO 
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By  paying  Interest  on  notes,  new  school 

building  .  $411  37 

“  County  tax .  680  00 

“  State  tax .  760  00 

By  cash  on  hand  to  balance .  536  56 

- $18,547  49 

By  cash  on  hand,  Excise  tax .  381  76 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL,  Treasurer. 
Mendon,  Februrary  3,  1908. 


AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 


Dr. 


To  cash  received  of  L.  T.  Gaskill,  Treas¬ 
urer,  1906-1907,  deposited  in  Milford 

Savings  Bank . $1,038  27 

To  cash  deposited  in  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  Savings .  529  76 

To  cash  received  as  interest  of  Worcester 

County  Institution  for  Savings .  21  18 

To  cash  received  as  interest  of  Milford 

Savings  Bank . 38  17 

- $1,627  3s 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid,  two  Town  orders  .  $52  50 

By  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank .  1 ,023  94 

By  cash  deposited  in  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  Savings .  55°  94 

-  $1,627  38 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL,  Treasurer. 
Mendon,  February  3,  1908. 


SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of 
expenditures  of  the  Town  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  February  5, 
1908 : — 

INCIDENTALS. 

H.  C.  Adams,  insurance .  $28  40 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  work  in  old  cemetery . .  10  00 

Arthur  V.  Pond,  ballot  clerk,  March  .  2  00 

John  J.  Driscoll,  “  “  u  .  2  00 

Edward  F.  Driscoll,  teller  “  . 1 . - .  2  00 

Clarence  A.  Taft,  “  .  2  00 

Walter  E.  Wilber,  three-fourths  wages  during  quar¬ 
antine,  Act,  1907 .  48  00 

Oscar  F.  Wilber,  three-fourths  wages  during  quar¬ 
antine,  Act,  1907 . . .  42  00 

Abbott  A.  Jenkins,  services  in  criminal  case  .  13  30 

Dexter  E.  Fisher,  “  “  “  “  .  6  34 

Carter  Ink  Co.,  supplies .  75 

T.  Otis  Daffon,  services  July  3  and  4 .  3  00 

Worcester  Abstract  Co.,  supplies  for  assessors .  7  3° 

R.  E.  Hazard,  services  July  3  and  4 .  3  00 

Dexter  E.  Fisher,  services  July  3  and  4 .  3  00 

F.  W.  Draper  &  Co.,  supplies  for  assessors  .  3  00 

H.  C.  Snell,  services  in  criminal  case  .  6  54 

Jas.  Ryan,  stamp  for  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  45 

A.  W.  Gaskill,  inspecting  animals .  36  00 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  services  July  3  and  4 .  3  00 

Arthur  V.  Pond,  ballot  clerk,  November .  3  00 

Vincenzo  Calabrese,  services  in  criminal  case .  3  20 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  stamps  and  carfare .  2  40 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  coal  for  fire  department  .  2  00 

A.  I.  Barrows,  work  on  town  lawns .  10  00 

J.  M.  French,  fumigating  three  houses .  1 1  00 

New  England  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.,  use  of  telephone  .  73  94 
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H.  M.  Curtiss,  coal  for  fire  department . 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  cash  paid  for  envelopes . 

Hub  Book  Binding  &  Supply  Co . 

H.  S.  Coleman,  three-fourths  wages  during  quar¬ 
antine,  Act,  1907 . . . 

Steere  &  Brown,  stamps,  supplies,  etc., . 

H.  F.  Taylor,  cash  paid  for  weighing  receipt  book, 

M.  U.  Gaskill,  expense  to  state  road  hearing . . 

H.  W.  Gaskill,  “  “  “  “  “  . 

J.  B.  Driscoll,  sealing  hay  scales . 

J.  B.  Driscoll,  services,  July  3  and  4  and  lockup 

keeper . 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  rent  and  care  of  extinguisher . 

u  u  “  services  as  teller,  November . 

Geo.  W.  Wood,  returning  14  deaths . 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  dog  officer . 

H.  C.  Adams,  stamps,  telephone  and  express . 


$7 

5o 

2 

00 

9 

5° 

35 

45 

8 

!5 

1 

00 

1 

5o 

1 

50 

1 

00 

4 

00 

16 

00 

1 

00 

3 

50 

4 

00 

8 

53 

$43 2 

25 

STATE  AID  TO  PENSIONERS,  CHAP.  381,  ACTS  1904. 


Joanna  Curley,  .  $48  00 

Lowell  C.  Cook  . 32  00 

Albert  V.  French . 44  00 

Susan  Hall  Taft  . , .  48  00 

Rufus  Hazard  and  wife .  96  00 

Sarah  Holbrook .  28  00 

Pauline  Kingman .  48  00 

John  S.  McDonald .  28  00 

Sylvester  Moores...., .  72  00 

Milton  R.  Billings  and  wife .  120  00 

Nancy  A.  Cross .  32  00 

Eliza  A.  Munsell  .  48  00 

Waterman  Taft .  48  00 

David  Wilber .  16  00 

James  H.  Wilber .  72  00 


$780  00 
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REPAIRS  OF  ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

C.  A.  Fletcher .  $1,600  oo 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  bal.  excise  tax,  1907 . . .  183  59 

$i>783  59 

Geo.  B.  Cromb,  snow  bill . : .  $85  40 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  u  44  . .  13  50 

$98  90 

STATE  ROAD. 

Milford  &  Uxbridge  Street  Ry.  Co.,  gravel .  $331  20 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  labor  and  cash  paid  on  same .  143  00 

$474  20 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 

Cash  paid  L.  T.  Gaskill .  $50  00 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Overseers  ot  Poor .  $850  00 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS,  SCHOOL  PHYSICIAN, 
BOOKS,  INCIDENTALS  AND  TRANSPORTATION. 

School  department .  $3,425  00 

TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


Julia  F.  Darling,  2  orders. 


$250  00 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 


N.  R.  George,  Auditor . - .  $6  oo 

C.  H.  Allen,  Assessor  and  cash  paid  for  supplies .  60  75 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  Assessor  and  use  of  team  .  6o  oo 

L.  W.  Holbrook,  Assessor  and  use  of  team .  6o  oo 

H.  C.  Adams,  Town  Clerk .  43  30 

C.  H.  Allen,  copying  and  preparing  valuation  and  ex¬ 
press  paid .  1 2  25 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  copying  and  preparing  valuation .  -  12  00 

M.  U.  Gaskill,  chairman  Selectmen  .  50  00 

F.  C.  Lowell,  Selectman .  35  00 

H.  W.  Gaskill,  Selectman . * .  30  00 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  Treasurer .  50  00 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  Tax  Collector  (1904) .  65  00 

D.  E.  Fisher,  Constable .  15  00 


$499  30 

PRINTING. 


Milford  Journal  Co.,  Town  reports .  $50  00 

44  44  44  Measles  cards . 1  75 

4  4  4  4  4  4  Moth  circulars  and  envelopes .  3  7° 

4  4  4  4  4  4  Tax  bills .  2  50 

4  4  4  4  4  4  Dog  notices . . .  1  80 

G.  M.  Billings,  Tally  sheets .  1  50 

4  4  4  4  Official  ballots . 9  00 

4  4  4  4  Registrars’ notice .  1  50 

4  4  4  4  Tax  bills .  7  5° 


$79  25 

CARE  AND  SUPPLIES  FOR  TOWN  HALL. 


Remick  Furniture  Co.,  chairs  .  $90  00 

H.  M.  Curtiss,  coal,  2  bills .  15  00 

M.  U.  Gaskill,  cash  paid  for  repairs .  5° 

P.  S.  Coffin,  wood .  3  00 

A.  C.  Eldredge,  setting  glass,  etc .  1  75 

S.  W.  Wood,  repairs . .  1  20 

J.  B.  Driscoll,  44  .  2  75 

Raymond  Barrows,  Janitor,  to  Feb.  1,  1907 .  5  00 
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A.  I.  Barrow,  Janitor,  to  Oct.  i,  1907 .  $43  33 

Roy  A.  Barrows,  “  Feb.  1,  1908  .  21  66 

Supplies  and  sundries  for  janitor . 10  00 

Use  of  L.  T.  Gaskill’s  well  2  years .  10  00 


$204  19 


LIST  OF  JURORS  APPOINTED  BY  THE  SELECTMEN. 


NAME 

Luther  W.  Holbrook, 
Frank  M.  Aldrich, 
Clarence  A.  Taft, 
Samuel  W.  Wood, 
Alfred  I.  Barrows, 
Owen  J.  McDonald, 
William  P.  Greenwood, 
Lyman  Cook, 

Albion  A.  Gaskill, 

Ora  P.  Davenport, 
Edward  F.  Driscoll, 
Leonard  E.  Taft, 
Leonard  T.  Gaskill, 
John  W.  Esty, 

Nathan  M.  Daniels, 


OCCUPATION. 

Farmer. 

Farmer. 

Farmer. 

Carpenter. 

Mechanic. 

Farmer. 

Real  Estate  Broker 
Farmer. 

Farmer. 

Farmer.  - 
Mechanic. 

Farmer. 

Retired. 

Farmer. 

Farmer. 


APPROPRIATIONS . 


Schools . : . $3,400  00 

School  physician . 25  00 

Roads  and  bridges .  1,600  00 

Poor  .  850  00 

Library .  250  00 

Interest .  600  00 

Incidentals . 500  00 

Town  debt..._ . 650  00 

Soldiers’  Relief  and  Military  aid .  50  00 

Memorial  Day .  50  00 


$7>975  00 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Incidentals .  $432  25 

State  Aid  to  Pensioners, Chap.  381,  Acts  1903 .  780  00 

Roads  and  bridges .  1,783  59 

Snow  bills . : .  98  90 

State  road .  474  20 

Memorial  Day . . . : .  50  00 

Poor .  850  00 

Schools .  3,425  00 

Taft  Public  Library . 250  00 

Town  officers .  499  30 

Printing .  79  25 

Town  hall . 204  19 


$8,926  68 


The  Selectmen  report  that  the  available  assets  of  the  town 
are  as  follows : 


Due  from  Collector  of  Taxes,  1905 .  $51  91 

“  “  “  u  1906 .  551  03 

“  “  “  “  1907 .  2,190  24 

u  “  State  aid  to  soldiers,  Chap.  381,  Acts  1904  780  00 

“  “  State,  balance  corporation  tax .  17  68 

“  “  State  highway  commission . 474  20 

Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer .  536  56 


$4,601  62 


The  liabilities  of  the  town,  so  far  as  known,  are  as  follows : 


Due  Town  officers .  $195  00 

“  Milford  Savings  Bank,  4  notes .  3,500  00 

“  “  “  “  33  “  .  10,400  00 


$x4,°95  °9 


Net  indebtedness  of  the  town .  $9^493  3^ 

Austin  Wood  Relief  Fund,  2  orders .  $52  50 


Receipt  of  monies  of  Street  Railway  Companies,  to  be  expended 
on  highways : — 


Received  of  State  Treasurer .  $43  79 

u  “  M.  &  U.  Street  Railway  Co.,  302  66 

u  u  M.,  A.  &  W.  Street  Railway 

Co .  35  31 

-  $381  76 


Respectfully  submitted, 

MOSES  U.  GASKILL, 
FREEMAN  C.  LOWELL, 
HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


Mendon,  Feb.  5,  1908. 


GOLLEGTOR’S  REPORT. 


1904. 


Dr. 

To  balance  uncollected  Feb.  7,  1907 .  $7  40 

Interest  received . , .  1  4^ 

- $8  85 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $8  85 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1904. 

Mendon,  Feb.  3,  1908. 


I9°5- 


Dr. 


To  balance  uncollected  Feb.  7,  1907 .  $602  28 

Interest  received .  51  12 

-  $653  40 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $584  08 

Abatements  . x7  41 

Amount  uncollected .  51  91 

-  $653  4° 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1905. 


Mendon,  Feb.  3,  1908. 
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1906. 


Dr. 


To  balance  uncollected  Feb.  7,  1907 
Interest  received . 


$2,255  °9 

77  53 


$2,332  62 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer.  .. 

Abatements  . 

Amount  uncollected 


$1,722  62 

58  97 
55 1  °3 

- $2,332  62 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 


Mendon,  Feb.  3,  1908. 


Collector  of  Taxes,  1906. 


1907. 


Dr. 


To  taxes  committed  for  collection . 

Additional  assessments,  excise  tax 
Interest  received . 


$9,809  38 

337  97 

21  61 

- $10,168  96 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer... 

Abatements . 

Amount  uncollected 


$7,944  64 

34  08 

2,190  24 

- $10,168  96 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1907. 


Mendon,  Feb.  3,  1908. 


HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT. 


The  Highway  Surveyor  submits  the  following  report  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  2,  1908  : — 

He  debits  himself  with  cash  received  of  Town 

Treasurer . . .  $1,797  09 

He  credits  himself  with  the  payment  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  bills : — 


Charles  A.  Fletcher,  for  team  work . 

Charles  B.  Williams,  for  team  work . 

Warren  Bates,  for  team  work . 

William  C.  Robinson,  for  team  work  and  gravel . 

Fred  A.  Davenport,  for  team  work  and  gravel . 

Henry  Moores,  for  labor . 

William  L.  Munsell,  for  labor . 

Charles  E.  Kingman . 

Charles  S.  Kelley . 

Thomas  H.  Pierce . 

Manuel  Rogers . . . 

John  M.  Towne . 

$498  75 

291  50 
4  00 
17  36 
3  So 
J5i  36 

134  OI 

34  1 3 
62  37 

39  38 

84  88 
hi  13 

Charles  A.  Fletcher,  highway  surveyor . 

Charles  H.  Robinson,  for  gravel . . 

Henry  W.  Gaskill . 

William  Irons-,  for  gravel . . 

Abbott  D.  Whitney,  for  gravel . 

Frances  Lyons,  44  14  . 

O 

20K  OO 

1  76 
3  68 
8  48 

2  24 
20  64 

William  H.  Kendall,  44  44  . 

6  88 

Almira  F.  Fletcher,  4  4  44  . 

13  76 

John  B.  Warner,  4  4  44  . 

4  00 

Luther  E.  Taft,  4  4  4  4  . 

8  72 

Albert  W.  Gaskill,  4  4  4  4  . 

16  00 

Mary  M.  Dudley,  4  4  4  4  . 

12  08 

Alev  M.  Gaskill  4  4  4  4  . 

80 

H.  T.  Heredeen,  for  repairs  on  road  scraper . 

J3  6S 

*5 


Steere  &  Brown,  for  supplies . 

.  $2 

00 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  for  supplies . 

1 

70 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  for  stone  post . . 

75 

J.  B.  Driscoll,  for  repairs . 

Norris,  Staples  &  Gould,  for  supplies . 

Putman  W.  Taft,  for  gravel . 

.  8 

55 

.  18 

10 

.  2 

00 

Charles  A.  Fletcher,  plank . 

.  2 

00 

$^785 

46 

SNOW  BILLS. 


March  1907. 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  labor  on  snow .  $6  25 

Leon  Paddock,  “  u  “  .  3  75 

Fred  Cain,  “  “  “  3  5°  13  50 

$1 ,798  96 

Balance  due  surveyor .  1  87 


$i.797  °9 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  A.  FLETCHER, 

Highway  Surveyor. 


REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  Feb.  3,  1908. 

Ella  Ellis,  John  B.  Mellen,  Mary  Hayward  and  family, 
Thomas  Gardner,  Edna  French,  Mary  Johnson,  John  Grady 
and  Frank  E.  Barrows  and  family,  (having  a  legal  settlement  in 
Mendon)  have  been  wholly  or  partially  supported. 

The  Overseers  charge  themselves  with  the  receipt  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  named  funds  belonging  to  the  town  : 

Balance  on  hand  from  last  year . . .  $13  58 

Received  from  Thomas  Gardner’s  property .  1  00 

Two  town  orders  . .  850  00 


$864  58 

The  Overseers  credit  themselves  with  paying  the  following 
amounts,  viz  : 

For  support  of  Ella  Ellis .  $189  50 

John  B.  Mellen . . .  166  25 

Thomas  Gardner . .  63  45 

Frank  E.  Barrows  and  family .  2  00 

Edna  French .  74  91 

John  Grady .  33  30 

Mary  Hayward  and  family .  3  20 

Mary  Johnson . . .  208  00 

Cash  paid  for  paper,  envelopes  and  stamps .  4  41 

Edward  L.  Smith,  services  as  overseer,  1907 .  6  00 

Moses  U.Gaskill,  services  as  chairman  overseers,  1907  50  00 

Cost  of  supporting  the  poor  for  the  year  ending  Feb- - 

ruary  3,  1907 .  $801  02 

Cash  in  hands  of  Overseers  to  balance .  63  56 

$864  58 
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George  R.  Ford  served  as  overseer  until  the  date  of  his 
death . 

Edward  L.  Smith  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  overseers 
until  he  moved  to  Hopedale  in  December. 

MOSES  U.  GASKILL, 

Chairman  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor. 
Mendon,  Feb.  3,  1908. 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK 


DOGS  REGISTERED  IX  1907. 


92  male  dogs, . $184  00 

8  female  dogs, .  40  00 

-  $224  00 

Registration  fees, . $20  00 

Paid  County  Treasurer, .  204  00 

-  $224  00 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IX  1907. 


NAME  OF  CHILD. 


DATE  OF 
BIRTH. 

1906. 

Mar.  19  Gertrude  Hogarth, 

1907. 

Jan.  22  Female 

Jan.  22  Edith  Cora  Ferris, 

Mar.  5  Joanna  Elizabeth  Kendall, 
Mar.  16  Harold  Clayton  Harvey, 
June  26  Harland  Metcalf, 

June  26  Harold  Metcalf, 

June  26  Rudin,  (Male) 

July  13  Dorothy  Kelley  Arrand, 
July  21  Miriam  Flooks, 

Aug.  5  Xorry  Joseph  Lessord, 
Aug. 10  Mathewson,  (Female) 

Aug. 22  Mabel  Lorraine  Tero, 

Aug. 30  Walter  Edward  Southwick, 


PARENTS,  WITH  MAIDEN 
NAME  OF  MOTHER. 


Robert  J.  and  Olive  F.  Wilbur 


George  and  Grace  E.  Arrand. 
William  H.  and  Mary  Hunt. 
Herbert  L.  and  Bessie  Fisher. 
Fred  M.  and  Mary  A.  Williams. 
Fred  M.  and  Mary  A.  Williams. 
John  Arthur  and  Anna  Carlson. 
Roy  and  Annie  M.  Kelley. 
Robert  and  Mary  Ayers. 

Joseph  and  Mary  Mackey. 
Willard  P.  and  Lucy  A.  Kenney. 
Lewis  J.  and  Mabel  L.  Wright. 
William  S.  and  Alice  E.  Fisher. 


MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IX  1907. 


DATE  OF 

MARRIAGE.  NAME  OF  GROOM  AND  BRIDE.  RESIDENCE. 

1907. 


Jan.  4  Frank  A.  Grant, 

Amelia  M.  Curliss,  - 
Apr.  19  John  Arthur  Rudin, 
Annie  Carlson, 


Milford,  Mass. 
Mendon. 
Milford,  Mass. 
Milford,  Mass. 
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DATE  OF 


MARRIAGE.  NAME  OF  GROOM  AND  BRIDE. 

RESIDENCE. 

1907. 

May 

6 

Clinton  S.  Mesler, 

Hyde  Park,  Mass. 

Bessie  M.  Lord, 

Mendon. 

June  18 

Raymond  Barrows, 

Mendon. 

Lulu  Elizabeth  Taft, 

Charles  H.  Whitney, 

Mendon. 

June  25 

Milford,  Mass. 

Edna  Mabel  Howland, 

So.  Framingham,  Mass. 

July 

24 

Clifford  Alvin  Thompson, 

Natick,  Mass. 

Isabelle  Chapman  Rowe, 

Mendon. 

Aug. 

1 

Ralph  Wilder  Coffin, 

Mendon. 

Annie  Caroline  Barton, 

Upton,  Mass. 

Aug.  23 

Walter  Irving  Coffin, 

Arabella  Louise  Phillips, 

Mendon. 

Upton,  Mass. 

Aug. 

28 

Joseph  Victorine  DeCosta, 

Mendon. 

Barba  de  Brown, 

Fall  River,  Mass. 

Sept. 

7 

Arthur  Collins  Esty, 

Mendon. 

Mabel  K.  Gassett, 

So.  Framingham,  Mass. 

Sept. 

9 

J.  Stuart  Cox, 

Mendon. 

• 

Jessie  E.  Cook, 

Mendon. 

Sept.  14 

Joseph  Henry  Dudley, 

Mendon. 

Nancy  Carrel  1, 

Julius  Allen  George, 

Milford,  Mass. 

Oct. 

9 

Mendon. 

Martha  Elizabeth  Verry, 

Mendon. 

Oct. 

15 

Clarence  Augustus  Taft, 

Mendon. 

Mary  Emily  Benner, 

Bristol,  Me. 

Oct. 

17 

Charles  Howard  Dolloff, 

Mendon. 

Elizabeth  W.  Wiggin, 

Henry  Wood  Gaskill, 

Stratham,  N.  II. 

Dec. 

25 

Mendon. 

Amy  Breed  Cornwell, 

Mendon. 

DEATHS  REGISTERED 

IN  1907. 

DATE  OF 

* 

AGE. 

DEATH. 

NAME. 

Y. 

M. 

D. 

1906. 

Nov. 

20 

Gilbert  Gaskill, 

83 

6 

23 

1907. 

Jan. 

22 

Male 

— 

— 

— 

Feb. 

22 

Sarah  A.  Metcalf, 

Percy  E.  Greene, 

91 

4 

7 

Feb. 

23 

26 

11 

6 

Feb. 

24 

Charles  Fletcher, 

86 

— 

2 

Mar. 

8 

Melinda  Southwick, 

76 

9 

26 

Mar. 

13 

Lewis  Bates, 

63 

11 

21 

Mar. 

17 

Alice  M.  Southwick, 

55 

5 

5 

Mar. 

19 

Alzada  Gaskill, 

83 

8 

11 

Apr. 

8 

George  R.  Ford, 

69 

4 

12 

May 

3 

Samuel  Warren  Wilcox, 

70 

7 

6 

May 

6 

Aldrich  J.  Thurber, 

81 

4 

14 

May 

17 

George  A.  Aldrich, 
Adaline  A.  Davenport, 

85 

7 

25 

May 

22 

86 

9 

5 

May 

26 

William  Daley, 

49 

11 

13 

20 


DATE  OF 
DEATH. 

1907. 


NAME. 


Y. 


AGE. 

M.  D. 


June  12 
June  26 
June  30 
July  13 
July  19 
July  21 
July  22 
Aug.  2 
Aug.  17 
Nov.  14 
Rov.  30 
Dec.  7 
Dec.  21 
Dec.  28 


Amelia  F.  Smith, 

Harland  Metcalf, 

Amy  Tucker, 

Susan  Daniels  Moore, 
Dorothy  G.  Wheeler, 
Susan  E.  Wilbur, 

Miriam  Flooks, 

Julia  F,  Brown, 

Richard  Barry, 

Mary  M.  Dudley, 

Emma  F.  Fletcher, 

Austin  Dwight  Davenport, 
Ella  J.  Whiting, 

Maria  Wilbur, 


49 

69 
73 
49 
65 
23 

70 


53 

61 

91 

71 


18 


1  21 

7  17 

10  20 

6  19 

9  13 

7  — 


1-4 

4  — 


6  15 


21 

6  12 
1 


7  13 


Parents  and  others  are  requested  to  carefully  examine  the 
above  list  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  and  if  errors  or  omis¬ 
sions  are  found,  report  them  to  the  town  clerk,  in  order  that  the 
record  may  be  corrected.  Herewith  are  extracts  from  the  Re¬ 
vised  Laws.  Section  6  of  Chapter  29,  of  said  laws  requires  that 
“Parents,  within  forty  days  after  the  birth  of  a  child,  and  every 
householder,  within  forty  days  after  a  birth  in  his  house,  shall 
cause  notice  thereof  to  be  given  to  the  clerk  of  the  city  or  town 
in  which  such  child  is  born.  Every  householder  in  whose  house 
a  death  occurs,  shall,  within  five  days  thereafter,  cause  notice 
thereof  to  be  given  to  the  board  of  health,  or,  if  the  selectmen 
constitute  such  board,  to  the  town  clerk.” 

Blanks  for  the  return  of  births  and  deaths  can  always  be  ob¬ 
tained  of  the  town  clerk. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HORACE  C.  ADAMS, 

Town  Clerk. 


Mendon,  Feb.  6,  1908 


TWENTY-SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


The  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  respectfully  submit 
the  following  report : — 

During  the  past  year,  the  work  of  re-classification  and  cata¬ 
loguing  has  been  continued.  Certain  departments  have  been  fin¬ 
ished  to  date,  but  there  is  still  much  work  to  be  done,  if  the  re¬ 
sources  of  the  library  are  to  be  satisfactorily  utilized. 

The  increased  usefulness  of  the  library,  due  to  the  removal 
of  the  paper  covers  from  the  books,  the  new  method  of  cata¬ 
loguing,  the  lowering  of  the  age  limit,  at  which  a  child  may  be¬ 
come  a  card  holder,  is  fully  attested  by  the  report  of  the  librarian. 
The  removal  of  the  paper  covers  has  added  much  to  the  attrac¬ 
tiveness  of  the  library ;  the  screens  for  windows  and  door  add  to 
the  comfort.  It  gives  us  pleasure  to  report  that  patrons  have  ex¬ 
pressed  much  satisfaction  with  the  new  conditions. 

The  librarian’s  report  shows  an  encouraging  decrease  in  the 
number  of  books  issued  under  the  head  of  fiction,  arid  a  corres¬ 
ponding  increase  in  other  departments. 

Three  copies  of  “Mendon  Annals”  have  been  sold.  Six 
books  have  been  destroyed  for  fear  of  infection. 

The  trustees,  in  behalf  of  the  citizens,  wish  to  express 
their  thanks  for  all  gifts  to  the  library  during  the  past  year.  We 
also  wish  to  thank  Mrs.  George,  to  whose  unflagging  interest  so 
large  a  degree  of  the  year’s  success  is  due.  The  trustees  would 
recommend  an  appropriation  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for 
the  coming  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ERWIN  A.  SNOW, 

JULIA  F.  DARLING, 

MOSES  U.  GASKILL, 
FRANK  H.  WOOD, 
HERBERT  F.  TAYLOR, 

Trustees  Taft  Public  Library. 


Mendon,  Feb.  i,  1908. 
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LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Trustees  of  The  Taft  Public  Library  : — 

The  Library  was  re-opened  for  the  delivery  of  books,  Feb. 
9,  1907. 

The  circulation  for  the  year  was  4,399-  The  largest  num¬ 
ber  taken  out  any  Saturday  was  121  ;  the  smallest,  62;  the 
average,  86.  The  circulation  by  classes  was  as  follows  :  General 
works,  including  periodicals,  284 ;  philosophy,  9 ;  religion,  28 ; 
sociology,  11  ;  natural  science,  57;  useful  arts,  31  ;  fine  arts,  52; 
literature,  96;  history,  1 14 ;  travel,  134;  biography,  49;  fiction, 
3*534- 

There  have  been  128  volumes  added  to  the  Library  during 
the  year,  82  by  purchase  and  46  by  gift.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth  gave  37 ;  U.  S.  National  Museum,  2 ;  U.  S. 
Bureau  of  Education,  2;  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  1; 
A.  E.  Pillsbury,  1  ;  estate  of  Pliny  Earle,  M.  D.,  1 ;  C.  E.  Day, 
1  ;  anonymously  given,  1.  J.  A.  George  gave  four  volumes  of 
Harper’s  magazine  and  four  of  the  Outing,  unbound ;  Florence 
Darling,  2  volumes  of  the  Century,  unbound. 

There  are  now  4,352  volumes  in  the  Library.  These  are 
divided  into  classes  as  follows  :  General  works,  267  ;  philosophy, 
37;  religion,  89;  sociology,  111;  philology,  1;  natu¬ 
ral  science,  1 1 7 ;  useful  arts,  82 ;  fine  arts,  45;  literature, 
259;  history,  448;  travel,  280;  biography,  452;  fiction,  1975; 
reference  books,  (not  classified,)  105  ;  duplicates,  84.  There  are 
also  several  hundred  additional  volumes  stored  in  the  Town  hall 
building. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LENA  W.  GEORGE, 

Librarian. 


Mendon,  Feb.  1,  1908. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Taft  Public  Library,  for  the 
year  ending  Feb.  i,  1908. 

Dr. 

To  balance  from  account  of  1907 . . . ., .  $9  27 

Received  for  fines .  5  10 

Received  on  two  town  orders .  250  00 

$264  37 

Cr. 

Paid  W.  B.  Glarke  Co.,  books .  $73  65 

“  Steere  &  Brown . . .  2  15 

44  Gaylord  Bros.,  supplies .  4  10 

44  H.  C.  Adams,  material .  60 

44  G.  M.  Billings,  labels  and  printing .  4  00 

44  Express .  3  79 

44  H.  H.  Lent,  screens .  13  00 

44  G.  E.  Stimpson,  cards .  w  15 

44  A.  C.  Eldredge,  labor  and  material .  11  52 

44  Lena  W.  George,  cataloguing .  30  00 

44  E.  A.  Snow,  cash  for  labor .  2  65 

44  G.  C.  Coffin,  fuel .  9  50 

44  Jacob  Brown,  labor .  1  00 

44  J.  B.  Townley,  binding .  17  40 

44  A.  I.  Barrows,  labor .  5  00 

44  New  York  Tribune  Almanac .  25 

44  Cleaning .  70 

44  Material . 60 

44  Lena  W.  George,  salary . .  50  00 

44  New  England  Historical  Genealogical  society..  3  00 

Cash  on  hand . _ .  21  31 


$264  37 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JULIA  F.  DARLING, 
Treasurer. 


Mendon,  Feb.  1,  1908. 


AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Town  Officers  who 
have  received  or  disbursed  funds  belonging  to  the  Town  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  March  2,  1908,  and  find  them  correctly 
kept  and  with  proper  vouchers. 


Mendon,  Feb.  1,  1908. 


NATHAN  R.  GEORGE, 
Auditor. 
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REPORT 


OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  MENDON, 


FOR  THE 


SCHOOL  YEAR  1907-08. 


MILFORD,  MASS.: 
Milford  Journal  Company, 
1908. 


ORGANIZATION  OF 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  1907-1908. 


FRANK  H.  WOOD,  Chairman,  Term  expires  1909 

HERBERT  J.  GEORGE,  Secretary,  “  “  1910 

*GEORGE  SCRIVEN. 


Superintendent. 

HERBERT  F.  TAYLOR,  Term  began  1902 

Truant  Officers. 

EDWARD  C.  KINSLEY,  LYMAN  COOK, 

HERBERT  F.  TAYLOR. 


*Died  Jan.  29,  1908. 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  REPORT. 


The  School  Committee  respectfully  submits  the  following 
financial  report  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  i,  1908. 

Receipts. 


Balance,  Feb.  1,1907 . . . . .  $121  30 

From  State,  School  Fund .  1,229  99 

“  “  for  assistant  in  High  School  ..  500  00 

u  u  44  Superintendent .  416  66 

“  County  Treasurer,  dog  tax .  181  56 

44  Mr.  Austin,  tuition . . .  17  00 

Appropriation  . ' . . . . .  3,400  00 

Special  appropriation  for  doctor .  25  00 


$5,891 51 


Disbursements. 


Teachers’  salaries . 

Superintendent . 

Janitors . 

Fuel . 

Transportation . 

Text  books  and  supplies . 

Incidentals . . 

. $3,030  00 

.  676  33 

.  356  °° 

.  512  79 

.  618  00 

.  261  84 

.  231  21 

Balance,  Feb.  1,  1908 . 

.  205  24 

$5,891  51 

Teachers : — 

Gunnar  J.  Leufgren . 

.  $375  00 

B.  W.  Sanderson . 

.  300  OO 

Mabelle  E.  Davis . 

.  45°  00 

Elizabeth  I.  Ham . 

.  432  00 

Mary  E.  Dudley . 

.  387  00 
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Margaret  A.  Spalton .  $189  00 

Annie  V.  Phillips .  133  00 

Mabel  O.  Tracy . 42  00 

Jessie  E.  Cook .  162  00 

Grace  Hartman .  162  00 

Alice  Coffin .  288  00 

Frank  H.  Lowell .  no  00 

- $3>°3°  00 

Fuel : — 

Wm.  Johnston  &  Co., .  $43°  29 

Phillip  S.  Coffin . . .  2 7  00 

L.  Francis  Thayer .  50  50 

Edward  H.  Taft .  5  00 

-  $512  79 

Transportation : — 

Alfred  I.  Barrows .  $237  00 

George  M.  Taft .  144  00 

David  E.  Hill .  112  00 

M.  &  U.  St.  Ry.  Co .  120  00 

M.,  A.  &  W.  St.  Ry.  Co .  5  00 

# - $618  00 

Superintendent : — 

Superintendent .  $676  33 

Received  from  State  for  year .  416  66 


Net  cost  for  year .  $259  67 

Incidentals : — 

Frank  Reed,  tuning  piano  twice .  $4  00 

C.  S.  &  S.  S.  Hudson,  glass  and  putty  40 

Jacob  R.  Brown,  glass  and  labor .  3  00 

Joseph  Dudley,  services  at  graduation  1  00 

A.  C.  Eldredge,  painting  Albeeville 

School  House .  30  00 

E.  A.  Harding,  gravel,  carting  and 

grading .  3  22 

Wm.  H.  Bennett,  repairs  and  painting 

at  East  Mendon .  66  92 

Mary  Hogarth,  cleaning,  2  years .  10  00 

Eldredge  &  Son,  12  gals,  floor  dress¬ 
ing,  1  gal.  asphaltum .  9  90 
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H.  W.  Brown,  repairing  lawn  mower 
Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  conductor,  labor, 

door  check . 

H.  F.  Taylor,  freight,  cartage,  travel¬ 
ing  expenses,  etc . 

H.  J.  George,  services  as  district 
com.,  as  secretary  taking  school 

census,  labor  and  postage . 

George  Scriven,  services  as  district 
com.,  and  carting  steam  fitters’ 

tools . 

Frank  H.  Wood,  services  as  district 

com . 

George  Whiting,  care  of  lawn  and 

cleaning . 

Steere  &  Brown,  oil,  soap,  broom, etc. 

Janitors : — 

George  Whiting . 

Jessie  E.  Cook . 

Grace  Hartman . 

Alice  Coffin . 


Text  Books  and  Supplies  : 

Oliver  Ditson  Co . 

F.  W.  Martin . 

Elizabeth  I.  Ham . 

Benjamin  H.  Sanborn . 

Rand,  McNally  &  Co . 

L.  E.  Knobb  Apparatus  Co 

G.  M.  Billings . 

H.  F.  Taylor . 

J.  L.  Hammett . . . 

Edward  E.  Babb  Co . 

Ginn  &  Co . 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co . 

F.  W.  Draper  &  Co . 

Milton,  Bradley  &  Co . 

Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co . 

Kenney  Bros.  &  Wolkins . 


$ 

75 

15 

75 

27 

77 

21 

90 

4 

25 

1 

25 

30 

75 

3 

45 

$3  20 

00 

9 

00 

9 

00 

18 

00 

$1 

20 

75 

1 

35 

6 

67 

4 

60 

9 

32 

8 

75 

3 

90 

45 

68 

02 

J7 

93 

1 6 

00 

7 

10 

1 

60 

5 

10 

9 

10 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  H.  WOOD, 
HERBERT  J.  GEORGE. 


$23!  31 


$356  00 


$26l  84 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  The  School  Committee  of  Mendon: 

Gentlemen : — I  herewith  submit  my  sixth  annual  report, 
which  is  the  fourteenth  of  the  superintendent  of  schools. 

There  is  little  that  is  new  to  chronicle  in  the  work  of  the 
past  year,  for  aside  from  a  change  of  teachers,  there  have  been 
no  radical  departures  in  courses  or  methods.  This  does  not  mean 
that  the  schools  have  stood  still ;  it  means  that  the  year  has  been 
profitably  spent  in  working  out  the  details  of  the  plan  inaugurat¬ 
ed  when  the  building  at  the  Centre  was  opened,  some  time  ago. 

A  period  has  been  reached  in  the  development  of  our  schools, 
when  it  seems  desirable  to  lengthen  the  period  of  instruction  by 
the  introduction  of  a  ninth  grade. 

The  purpose  of  this,  is  not  primarily  for  the  purpose  of  fur¬ 
nishing  a  better  preparation  for  the  high  school,  although  it  will 
certainly  do  that.  It  is  for  the  purpose  of  giving  those  pupils 
who  do  not  enter  the  high  school,  or  who  do  not  finish  the 
course,  an  added  year  of  instruction  in  the  so-called  English 
branches. 

A  source  of  discord  between  school  and  home  during  the 
past  year  has  been  due  to  the  misunderstandings  concerning  the 
provisions  of  the  law  concerning  Medical  Inspection. 

The  following  explanation  may  be  of  service  to  the  parents. 
The  purpose  of  the  law  is  two-fold ;  first,  to  insure  that  the  chil¬ 
dren  are  in  a  condition  of  health,  which  enables  them  to  success¬ 
fully  do  the  work  of  the  grade  in  which  they  are  placed ;  second, 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  contagion  by  promptly  diagnosing  and 
excluding  all  cases  that  are  at  all  suspicious.  The  medical  in¬ 
spector’s  decision  concerning  exclusion,  length  of  quarantine, 
and  re-admission  is  final,  the  teacher’s  responsibility  ending 
when  the  case  has  been  called  to  the  attention  of  the  school 
physician.  The  eye  and  ear  tests  are  made  by  the  teachers, 
whose  duty  ends  when  the  parent  has  been  notified  of  the  defect 
found.  This  would  seem  to  be  the  weakest  part  of  the  law,  for 
it  sometimes  happens  that  the  parents  are  unable  or  unwilling  to 
remedy  the  defects  which  are  called  to  their  attention,  and  as  the 
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school  physician  is  forbidden  to  prescribe  for  any  of  the  chil¬ 
dren,  the  child  is  compelled  to  attempt  to  keep  up  to  grade  while 
physically  unfit.  The  danger  of  permanent  injury  to  eye  or  ear 
from  this  neglect  is  great,  and  the  future  usefulness  of  the  pupil 
is  thus  impaired.  Town  or  state  should  have  the  power  of  pro¬ 
viding  the  necessary  medical  attendance,  thus  assuring  the  child 
his  full  development. 

The  question  of  introducing  courses  in  Agriculture  in  the 
small  high  schools  has  been  much  discussed  the  past  year,  and  it 
is  probable  that  the  present  Legislature  will  be  asked  to  provide 
the  means  of  offering  such  instruction  to  the  children  of  the 
smaller  towns.  As  many  of  the  questions  relating  to  the  subject 
are  as  yet  unsettled,  it  would  seem  the  part  of  wisdom  to  wait 
before  seriously  discussing  the  question  as  applied  to  the  Mendon 
high  school. 

There  have  been  two  changes  in  the  teaching  force  the  past 
year,  Mr.  Gunnar  J.  Leufgren  resigning  the  principalship  of  the 
high  school  to  accept  a  more  lucrative  position  in  a  private 
school  in  Buffalo,  and  Miss  Margaret  Spalton  resigning  to  be¬ 
come  principal  of  a  school  in  her  home  city. 

The  places  have  been  most  satisfactorily  filled  by  the  election 
of  Mr.  Burton  W.  Sanderson  as  principal  of  the  high  school  and 
Miss  Mabel  O.  Tracy  to  the  intermediate  school.  As  this  report 
goes  to  press,  I  have  to  report  the  resignation  of  Miss  Hartman 
from  the  East  school,  and  the  election  of  her  successor,  in  the 
person  of  Miss  Gertrude  Farmer,  a  recent  graduate  of  the  Lowell 
Normal  school. 

I  am  pleased  to  mention  the  growing  interest  on  the  part  of 
the  high  school  boys  in  athletics,  and  the  very  gratifying  interest 
on  the  part  of  the  townspeople  in  their  success.  Permit  me  to 
suggest  that  the  school  is  primarily  a  place  for  work,  and  to  call 
attention  of  the  parents  to  the  rule  prohibiting  a  boy  not  doing 
passable  work  in  his  studies  playing  on  any  team  calling  itself 
the  high  school  team. 

Please  accept  my  thanks  for  the  many  favors  shown  me  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  year.  I  would  also  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
very  kindly  interest  of  the  parents  and  townspeople  in  the  work 
the  teachers  are  doing.  This  co-operation  is  a  very  valuable  as¬ 
sistance  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  education. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HERBERT  F.  TAYLOR, 
Superintendent. 


SCHOOL  REGISTER  STATISTICS,  SEPTEMBER,  1906,  TO  JUNE,  1907. 
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School  Census  Statistics,  Sept.,  1907. 

Number  of  children  in  town  between  five  and  fifteen, 
Number  of  children  in  town  between  seven  and  fourteen, 
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TEACHERS,  DECEMBER,  1907. 


SCHOOL. 

TEACHERS. 

WHERE  FITTED. 

High, 

Burton  W.  Sanderson, 

Bates  College. 

Mabelle  E.  Davis, 

Mt.  Holyoke. 

Grammar, 

Elizabeth  I.  Ham, 

Edward  Little  High  School. 

Intermediate, 

Mabel  0.  Tracy, 

Johnson  Normal. 

Primary, 

Mary  A.  Dudley, 

Mendon  High  School. 

East, 

Gertrude  Farmer, 

Lowell  Normal. 

Albeeville, 

Alice  G.  Coffin, 

Mendon  High  School. 

SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1907-1908. 


FALL  TERM, 

14  Weeks. 

WINTER  TERM, 

12  Weeks. 

SPRING  TERM, 

10  Weeks. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

Lower 

Schools, 
High  School 
40  Weeks. 

Sept.  9, 
1907. 
Sept.  3, 
1907. 

Dec.  13, 
1907. 
Dec.  20, 
1907. 

Dec.  30, 
1907. 
Dec.  30, 
1907. 

Mar.  20, 
1908. 
Mar.  27, 
1908. 

April  6, 
1908. 
April  6, 
1908. 

June  12, 
1908. 
June  19, 
1908. 

SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1908-1909. 


FALL  TERM, 

14  Weeks. 

WINTER  TERM, 

12  Weeks. 

SPRING  TERM, 

10  Weeks. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

Lower 

Schools, 
High  School 
40  Weeks, 

Sept.  14, 
1908. 
Sept.  8, 
1908. 

Dec.  18, 
1908. 
Dec.  18, 
1908. 

Jan.  4, 
1909. 
Dec.  28, 
1908. 

Mar.  26, 
1909. 
April  2, 
1909. 

April  12, 
1909. 
April  12, 
1909. 

June  18, 
1909. 
June  25, 
1909. 

Graduating  Exercises  of  the 

MENDON  HIGH  SCHOOL 


AT  THE 


Unitaria7i  Church ,  Friday  Evening ,  June  21,  1907. 


March 


Frank  H.  Lowell. 


Song,  All  Hail  Land  of  the  Free, 


C.  J.  Rice 


School. 

Essay,  Literature  Versus  Fiction,  .... 

Nina  Marion  Burr. 

Essay,  Importance  of  Current  Events  in  a  High  School  Cur¬ 
riculum,  ...... 

Katherine  Agnes  Harrington. 

Song,  The  Clang  of  the  Forge,  ....  Paul  Redney 


W.  H.  Jude 


L.  O.  Emerson 


GRADUATES. 

Latin  Course — Florence  Joanna  Aldrich,  Nina  Marion  Burr,  Kath¬ 
erine  Agnes  Harrington. 

_ 


Motto — Success  Crowns  Endeavor. 
Colors — Gray  and  Pink. 


ROLL  OF  HONOR 


The  following  pupils  have  been  neither  absent  nor  tardy  for 
the  consecutive  terms  specified. 

THREE  YEARS. 

Moses  Coleman — Grammar. 

TWO  YEARS. 

Lois  Congdon,  Charlotte  A.  Snow — High. 

Sumner  Coleman — Grammar. 

Gladys  Blood,  Charles  Holbrook — Intermediate. 

Hilda  Thayer — East. 

FIVE  TERMS. 

Agnes  Harrington — Grammar. 

Margaret  Turnbull,  Doris  Thayer — East. 

ONE  YEAR. 

Beatrice  Taft — Gratnmar. 

Benjamin  E  Id  redge — In  ter  media  te. 

Margaret  McTurk,  Lyman  Cook — East. 

WINTER  AND  SPRING  TERMS. 

Edith  Hoberg,  Forrest  Lowell — Intermediate. 

Martha  Lowell,  Herbert  C.  Forbes — Primary. 

Frank  Phillips — East. 
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FALL  TERM. 

Charles  V.  Driscoll,  George  E.  Sprague,  Katherine  Harring¬ 
ton — High. 

Mabel  Robinson,  Nina  Taft,  Edward  Taft,  Edward  Kins¬ 
ley —  Grammar. 

Edith  Kinsley,  Bernice  Barnes,  Ernest  Parkinson,  Thomas 
F  looks — In  termediate. 

Ernest  R.  Goss,  Isabella  Harrington — Primary. 

Harold  Frens,  Carl  Frens,  Raymond  McKeowne,  Thomas 
Me  Turk — East. 


WINTER  TERM. 

Pearl  Cromb — Grammar. 

William  Turnbull — East. 

SPRING  TERM. 

Leslie  Burr,  Harriet  Forbes,  Nina  Taft,  Charles  Fleming, 
Edward  Kinsley — Grammar. 

Mildred  Arrand,  Evelyn  Thompson,  George  Aldrich, 
Clement  Holbrook — Intermediate. 

Bertha  Barnes,  Carl  F.  Hoberg,  G.  Kenneth  Taft,  Esther  El- 
dredge,  Charles  H.  Gillis,  Ernest  R.  Goss,  Lora  E.  Thompson — 
Primary. 

George  Ferris,  Grace  Ferris — Albeeville. 


TOWN  WARRANT. 


Worcester ,  ss. — To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
in  the  County  of  Worcester,  Greeting  : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 
Town  Hall,  in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  second  day  of  March 
next,  punctually  at  9  o’clock,  A.  m.,  to  act  on  the  following 
articles,  viz : 

Article  i.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  in  said 
meeting. 

Article  2.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  several  town 
officers  and  committees  and  act  thereon. 

Article  3.  To  bring  in  their  votes  for  the  following  offi¬ 
cers — A  Town  Clerk  for  one  year ;  three  Selectmen  for  one 
year ;  three  Assessors,  one  for  three  years,  one  for  two  years 
and  one  for  one  year ;  three  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  one  year ; 
a  Town  Treasurer  for  one  year ;  a  Collector  of  Taxes  for  one 
year;  an  Auditor  for  one  year;  one  Highway  Surveyor  for  one 
year;  one  Constable  for  one  year;  three  Fence  Viewers  for  one 
year ;  one  Trustee  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  for  two  years ; 
one  School  Committee  for  three  years;  also  to  bring  in  their 
votes,  “Yes”  or  “No”  in  answer  to  the  question,  “Shall  li¬ 
censes  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town  ?” 
all  on  one  ballot,  designating  the  office  intended  for  each 
person  voted  for. 

Article  4.  To  choose  all  other  necessary  town  officers 
for  the  year  ensuing. 

Article  5.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  are  necessary 
to  defray  town  charges  and  make  appropriations  for  the  same. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  list 
of  jurors  as  reported  by  the  Selectmen,  or  make  any  alteration 
in  the  same. 


Article  7.  To  see  what  measures  the  town  will  adopt  to 
secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Treas¬ 
urer  to  hire  money  to  pay  current  expenses  for  the  municipal 
year  commencing  March  2,  190S,  in  anticipation  of  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  the  taxes. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  continue  communi¬ 
cation  by  telephone  with  Milford,  as  security  against  destruction 
by  fire,  or  act  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropri¬ 
ate  any  sum  of  money  for  Memorial  day  services  and  appoint  a 
committee  to  expend  the  same. 

Article  ii.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  Town 
Clerk  to  make  a  copy  of  the  second  book  of  records  of  births 
and  deaths,  or  act  in  any  way  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  12.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  rela¬ 
tive  to  actions  that  have  been  or  may  be  brought  by  or  against 
the  town. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  reconsider 
the  vote  establishing  the  price  list  of  rental  of  town  hall  and 
establish  a  new  price  list,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

The  polls  may  be  closed  at  1  p.  m. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  warrant,  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  thereof  at  each  of  the  following  places  in  said 
town,  seven  days  at  least  before  time  of  holding  said  meeting, 
viz  : — At  the  post  office,  and  on  the  guide-board  near  the  school- 
house  in  Albeeville,  and  at  the  post  office  in  South  Milford. 

Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  or  Town  Clerk,  before 
the  time  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  seventh  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  eight. 


MOSES  U.  GASKILL, 
FREEMAN  C.  LOWELL, 
HENRY  W.  GASKILL. 


Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


